
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

Europäisches Patentamt

European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

(19)

E
P

1 
29

1 
61

9
A

2
*EP001291619A2*
(11) EP 1 291 619 A2

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication:
12.03.2003 Bulletin 2003/11

(21) Application number: 02019780.2

(22) Date of filing: 04.09.2002

(51) Int Cl.7: G01C 21/36

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR
IE IT LI LU MC NL PT SE SK TR
Designated Extension States:
AL LT LV MK RO SI

(30) Priority: 07.09.2001 JP 2001272694

(71) Applicants:
• SONY CORPORATION

Tokyo (JP)
• Denso Corporation

Kariya-shi, Aichi 448 (JP)

(72) Inventors:
• Ihara, Koji, Sony Corporation

Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo (JP)

• Kuribayashi, Atsushi, Sony Corporation
Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo (JP)

• Yamamoto, Tatsuya, Sony Corporation
Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo (JP)

• Sahara, Hitomi, Sony Corporation
Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo (JP)

• Tsukada, Takeshi, Sony Corporation
Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo (JP)

• Watanabe, Yoshinori, Denso Corporation
Kariya-City, Aichi (JP)

(74) Representative: Körber, Martin, Dipl.-Phys. et al
Mitscherlich & Partner
Patentanwälte
Sonnenstrasse 33
80331 München (DE)

(54) Navigation device, digital map display system, digital map displaying method in navigation
device, and program

(57) There is provided a navigation device compris-
ing registration means for registering an index designat-
ed by a user's operation and data of a spot coordinate
in association with each other, and display means for
displaying a plurality of registered indexes as a list, the
display means displaying, together with the list, a digital
map of a spot coordinate corresponding to an active in-
dex selected from the indexes. A digital map display sys-
tem and a digital map displaying method are also pro-
vided.



EP 1 291 619 A2

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0001] This invention relates to a navigation device
using digital map information, a digital map display sys-
tem for displaying digital map information, and a digital
map displaying method in a navigation device.

Description of the Related Art

[0002] Recently, navigation devices which can find
their own positions and traveling speeds in real time by
using GPS (Global Positioning System) satellites orbit-
ing up in the skies have been becoming popularized for
being carried on a mobile unit such as an automobile or
for portable use. In such navigation devices, electronic
map data is used and a map is displayed on its monitor
on the basis of the map data. Moreover, the position
where the user is, positioned by the GPS, and. a
traveling route for guidance and the like are displayed
in an overlapping manner on the map.
[0003] Some of such navigation devices have a func-
tion to display a list of user-registered indexes so that
the user can easily search for a predetermined spot.
This user-registered indexes include spot information
stored in a database within the navigation device by the
user's operation. For example, in the case of guidance
by the navigation device, the spot information includes
the history of a spot set as a destination spot, the history
of spot information extracted as a result of telephone
number search, address search, name search and co-
ordinate search carried out by the user, information of a
spot registered by the user, and so on. As the indexes
of such spot information are displayed in a list to the user
and the user selects an index indicating a predeter-
mined spot from the list, the user can easily find out the
predetermined spot.
[0004] However, the indexes of the list displayed in
the above-described technique are simple information
such as telephone number, address, latitude and longi-
tude, and place name indicating the vicinity of the pre-
determined spot. For example, if no specific name or
place name is appended to a spot extracted by tele-
phone number search, only the telephone number is dis-
played as its index. Similarly, if no specific place name
is appended to a spot registered by scrolling a map and
using a pointer, only the latitude and longitude of the
spot are displayed as its index. Therefore, information
about what meaning the spot has or what kind of facility
it is, is not displayed. As a result, when a list is displayed,
the user must search for a predetermined spot on the
basis of only the simple information from the list and it
takes a long time to find out the predetermined spot.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] In view of such a technique problem, it is an
object of this invention to provide a navigation device
and the like which enables the user to effectively search
for a predetermined spot.
[0006] In order to achieve the above-described ob-
ject, a navigation device according to this invention is
adapted for displaying a positioned current position and
a digital map based on map data made up of electronic
information, and comprises registration means for reg-
istering an index designated by a user's operation and
data of a spot coordinate in association with each other,
and display means for displaying a plurality of registered
indexes as a list. The display means displays, together
with the list, a digital map of a spot coordinate corre-
sponding to an index selected from the indexes.
[0007] In this navigation device, as the digital map of
the spot coordinate corresponding to the selected index
is displayed together with the list, it is possible to inform
the user of spot information about the index. The index
is a name provided to each of the registered spot coor-
dinate data, for example, spot name, landmark name,
telephone number, address, coordinate and the like.
The positioning of the current position in the navigation
device can be carried out, for example, on the basis of
signals sent from a plurality of GPS satellites.
[0008] This navigation device may further comprise
extraction means for extracting the digital map of the se-
lected index from the map data on the basis of the data
of the spot coordinate.
[0009] The display means may also display additional
information about the vicinity of the spot coordinate to-
gether with the digital map. In this case, the additional
information is information such as weather information
acquired from outside via a network.
[0010] This invention also provides a digital map dis-
play system. This digital map display system is adapted
for displaying a digital map based on map data made
up of electronic information, and comprises registration
means for registering an index of a predetermined spot
in the digital map in accordance with a user's operation,
and display means for displaying a plurality of registered
indexes in response to a request from the user. The dis-
play means displays an image associated with a prede-
termined index selected by the user from the indexes,
together with the plurality of indexes displayed by the
display means.
[0011] In this digital map display system, for example,
the registration means may register data of the spot co-
ordinate of the predetermined position together with the
indexes, and the display means may display a digital
map extracted from the map data on the basis of the
spot coordinate.
[0012] Moreover, this invention also provides a digital
map displaying method in a navigation device. This dig-
ital map displaying method is adapted for the user in a
navigation device for displaying a positioned current po-
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sition and a digital map based on map data made up of
electronic information, and comprises a step of register-
ing an index designated by a user's operation and data
of a spot coordinate in association with each other to a
database, a step of displaying the index as a list, a step
of reading, from the database, data of a spot coordinate
associated with a predetermined index selected from
the list, a step of extracting map data corresponding to
the data of the spot coordinate thus read, and a step of
displaying a digital map based on the map data together
with the list.
[0013] Preferably, the step of displaying the digital
map includes setting the display of the digital map to-
gether with the list in such a manner that the spot coor-
dinate is substantially at the center of the digital map.
[0014] Furthermore, this invention also provides a
program executed in a navigation device.
[0015] Thus, according to the present invention, the
user can easily find out an index indicating a predeter-
mined spot from a plurality of registered indexes.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0016] Fig.1 shows the structure of a navigation de-
vice in an embodiment of this invention.
[0017] Fig.2 is a view for explaining the flow of list dis-
play processing in the navigation device.
[0018] Fig.3 is a view for explaining data stored in a
list information storage unit.
[0019] Fig.4 shows an exemplary image displaying a
list centering on an active index.
[0020] Fig.5 shows an exemplary image displaying a
digital map.
[0021] Fig.6 shows another exemplary image includ-
ing information displayed in association with an active
index.
[0022] Fig.7 shows still another exemplary image in-
cluding information displayed in association with an ac-
tive index.
[0023] Fig.8 shows a further exemplary image includ-
ing information displayed in association with an active
index.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

[0024] Preferred embodiments of this invention will
now be described in detail with reference to the attached
drawings.
[0025] Fig.1 is a block diagram for explaining the over-
all structure of a navigation device of this embodiment.
[0026] As shown in Fig.4, the navigation device of this
embodiment has the following constituent elements: a
disc drive 11 for carrying a recording disc such as
CD-ROM (compact disc read-only memory) or
DVD-ROM (digital versatile disc read-only memory) on
which map data of a predetermined wide area is stored;
a display unit (display means) 12 made up of a monitor

such as a liquid crystal display for displaying a map; a
speaker 13 for outputting a guidance sound; an operat-
ing unit 14 such as a remote controller or a control panel;
a potable telephone connection unit 15 which can be
connected with a portable telephone used for connec-
tion with an external network; a control block 16 for con-
trolling the entire system; a positioning block 17 for po-
sitioning; and a VICS information processing unit 18
connected with an antenna for receiving VICS informa-
tion.
[0027] The control block 16 has the following units: a
CPU 20 for carrying out control of the entire system and
arithmetic processing; a storage control device 21 for
controlling the disc drive 11 and the like; a display control
device 22 for controlling data displayed by the display
unit 12; a guidance control device 23 for controlling route
guidance; an audio control device 24 for controlling a
sound outputted from the speaker 13; an input control
unit 25 for controlling an input signal from the operating
unit 14; a main memory 26 as a internal storage made
up of a DRAM (dynamic random access memory); a
ROM 27 in which a predetermined program for actuating
the navigation device is stored; a list information storage
unit 30 for storing spot information registered by the us-
er's operation, as a list; and a communication control
unit 31 for controlling transmission and reception of data
to and from the external network.
[0028] In the control block 16, the display control de-
vice 22 has a map display control unit 28 for causing the
display unit 12 to display a map, and a list display control
unit 29 for causing display of the list of spot information
stored in the list information storage unit 30. The map
display control unit 28 causes the display unit 12 to dis-
play a map based on map data stored on the recording
disc held by the disc drive 11 and the result of positioning
(position of the navigation device) from a positioning
correction unit 35 of the positioning block 17, in such a
manner that the map and the result of positioning over-
laps with each other, similarly to an ordinary navigation
device.
[0029] The map display control unit 28 also sets the
scale of the map displayed on the display unit 12. The
map data stored on the recording disc contains map da-
ta having a plurality of types of scales. The user can
arbitrarily select the scale of the map data read out from
the recording disc, that is, the scale of the map displayed
on the display unit 12, by operating the operating unit 14.
[0030] The positioning block 17 has the following
units: a GPS antenna 36 for receiving signals sent from
GPS satellites; a GPS positioning unit 32 for positioning
based on the signals obtained from the GPS antenna
36; a vehicle speed sensor 33 for detecting the speed
of the vehicle carrying the navigation device; a gyro sen-
sor 34 for detecting the rotational displacement of the
vehicle; and a positioning correction unit 35 for correct-
ing the result of positioning by the GPS positioning unit
32 on the basis of the detection values obtained by the
vehicle speed sensor 33 and the gyro sensor 34.
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[0031] In the navigation device shown in Fig.1, when
a list of spot information registered by the user's opera-
tion is displayed on the display unit 12 in response to a
request from the user, a digital map of a spot of one in-
dex (hereinafter referred to as active index) selected
from the list can be displayed together with the list.
Therefore, the user can easily find out an index indicat-
ing a target spot from the list. Hereinafter, the list display
processing in the navigation device will be described in
detail.
[0032] Fig.2 is a view for explaining the flow of the list
display processing in the navigation device.
[0033] First, in the navigation device, the input control
device 25 accepts a list display request from the user,
inputted through the operating unit 14 (step S101). This
operation is carried out, for example, as the user selects
an item of "history list display of a spot registered by the
user" from an operation menu displayed to the user via
the display unit 12. Then, in the navigation device which
accepted the list display request, the list display control
unit 29 of the display control device 22 reads list data
stored in the list information storage unit 30 (step S102).
[0034] The list data stored in the list information stor-
age unit 30 includes data representing a spot which was
reached in the past on the basis of the navigation by the
navigation device, a spot which was extracted as a re-
sult of telephone number search, address search, name
search and coordinate search carried out by the user in
the past, and a spot which was registered as the user
registered a predetermined spot. Specifically, the
number for identification, the name of the spot (index),
and the coordinate data of the spot are registered for
each index in the list information storage unit 30, as
shown in Fig.3. As for the name of the spot, for example,
if the spot is extracted as a result of telephone number
search and there is no specific place name or landmark
(for example, Tokyo Tower) at the spot or near the spot,
the telephone number is registered instead of the name
of the spot. If the spot is registered by scrolling the map
and using a pointer and there is no specific place name
or landmark at the spot or near the spot, the coordinate
of the spot is registered instead of the name of the spot.
Similarly, if the spot is extracted as a result of search
based on address, a typical name of the vicinity of the
spot is registered by default. This name can be changed
arbitrarily by the user's operation.
[0035] Having read the list data, the list display control
unit 29 extracts an index to be active by default from the
list displayed to the user (step S103). The processing to
make an index active is to select one index from the list
containing a plurality of indexes in order to process the
one index. At step S103, when the list is first displayed
to the user, a pre-registered index is displayed in an ac-
tive state. The pre-registered index may be any index
stored in the list information storage unit 30. For exam-
ple, it may be an index which was made active in the
previous operation or an index of No.1. The default in-
dex may also be set by the user.

[0036] Next, the list display control unit 29 causes the
display unit 12 to display an image showing a list of in-
dexes centering on the active index (step S104). Fig.4
shows an exemplary image showing the list centering
on the active index. In Fig.4, an index "near Sakuradai"
denoted by a numeral 200, situated at the center of the
list, is an active index extracted as a default active index
at step S103. The other indexes are continuously listed
up above and below this active index. It is preferred to
employ a display for discriminating the active index from
the other indexes, for example, a display with a double
frame as shown in Fig.4.
[0037] Then, in the navigation device, the storage
control device 21 reads data of the spot coordinate of
the active index from the list information storage unit 30
(step S105). For example, in the case where the index
"near Sakuradai" is an active index as shown in Fig.4,
the storage control device 21 reads data of the spot co-
ordinate "N35° 35'14", E139° 42'42"" corresponding to
the index "near Sakuradai" from the data stored in the
list information storage unit 30 shown in Fig.3.
[0038] On the basis of the data of the spot coordinate
thus read, the storage control device 21 reads map data
corresponding to the spot coordinate from the recording
disc held by the disc drive 11 (step S106). The range of
the map data read at this point may be arbitrarily set,
but it is preferred to use a scale which provides detailed
information of the vicinity of the spot coordinate.
[0039] The map display control unit 28 causes the dis-
play unit 12 to display a digital map based on the map
data read at step S106 (step S107). Fig.5 shows an ex-
emplary image showing a digital map. As shown in Fig.
5, in this image, a digital map 202 is displayed beside
the active index "near Sakuradai" in such a manner that
the spot coordinate is situated at the center of a display
frame 201 of the digital map. In this case, the plurality
of indexes displayed in the list are sequentially arrayed
in a curved form as a whole so that the active index at
the center of the display area is on the most left-hand
side while the uppermost index or the lowermost index
in the display area is on the most right-hand side. There-
fore, the largest space is formed on the right side of the
active index in Fig.5 and the digital map 202 can be eas-
ily displayed there. By thus constituting the display area,
the active index and the digital map 202 can be visually
associated with each other easily. In the case of a left-
hand drive car, the respective indexes may be arrayed
to form the display frame 201 on the left side in the dis-
play area so that the digital map 202 is displayed at a
position closer to the driver's seat.
[0040] Next, the navigation device determines wheth-
er or not the next index was selected by the user from
the indexes displayed in the list (step S108). The next
index is an index which is situated immediately above
or below the active index, of the indexes displayed in
the list as shown in Fig.5. For example, as the user
scrolls the list display, the next index is selected. If the
navigation device determines that the next index was
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selected, the navigation device sets the next index as
an active index (step S109). With respect to this active
index, the processing returns to step S104 and process-
ing similar to the above-described processing is started.
[0041] On the other hand, if the navigation device de-
termines at step S108 that the next index was not se-
lected, the processing ends.
[0042] As described above, in the navigation device
of this embodiment, when displaying the list of the spot
registered by the user's operation, the digital map for
the active index can be displayed. In this digital map, for
example, information such as the names of the sur-
rounding places, various landmarks (facility and building
names or the like), intersections, interchanges (IC),
junctions (JC), service areas (SA) and parking areas
(PA) of freeways, which would be shown in a map, and
the names of spots (intersection names, IC names or
the like) can be displayed. On the basis of the digital
map thus displayed, the user can grasp the information
of the spot indicated by the index. Therefore, the user
can easily determined whether the spot is a search tar-
get spot or not.
[0043] The digital map displayed for the active index
is not a preset map but is extracted each time from the
map data on the basis of the spot coordinate corre-
sponding to the active index. Therefore, data of a digital
map to be displayed for each index need not be formed
in advance and increase in the volume of data recorded
in the navigation device can be prevented.
[0044] In the above-described embodiment, the digit-
al map associated with the active index in the list display
is displayed. However, information displayed in associ-
ation with the active index is not limited to the digital
map. Hereinafter, another example of information dis-
played in association with the active index will be de-
scribed.
[0045] Fig.6 shows another exemplary image includ-
ing information displayed in association with the active
index.
[0046] In Fig.6, the status of congestion on a road in-
cluded in the map data of the spot coordinate of the ac-
tive index is shown. Specifically, in Fig.6, a part denoted
by a numeral 203 in the digital map 202 represents a
traffic congestion site. In order to display such traffic in-
formation, first, the VICS information processing unit 18
in the navigation device receives VICS information of
the vicinity of the spot coordinate of the active index via
the antenna. Then, on the basis of the spot coordinate
of the active index, the map display control unit 28 pre-
pares map data containing the VICS information of the
spot coordinate and causes the display unit 12 to display
the map data. The VICS information is traffic information
such as traffic congestion, accidents, traffic control and
parking lots, provided in real time by using beacon signs
(information communication facilities) installed on the
roads or FM (frequency modulation) multiplex broad-
casting.
[0047] As the traffic information is thus displayed to-

gether with the digital map 202, when the user searches
for a target spot, the user can easily determine whether
to select the spot indicated by the index, as a target spot,
on the basis of the traffic information. Specifically, when
the traffic congestion information is displayed, the user
can stop setting the spot as a target spot and search for
another target spot.
[0048] The information associated with the spot coor-
dinate, which is acquired from the external network and
displayed to the user, may be other than traffic informa-
tion. For example, as shown in Fig.7, weather informa-
tion (denoted by a numeral 204) including the weather
and temperature at the spot coordinate of the active in-
dex can be displayed in the display frame 201. In this
case, in the navigation device, the communication con-
trol unit 31 connects to the external network such as the
Internet via the portable telephone connected to the po-
table telephone connection unit 15 and sends data of
the spot coordinate of the active index to a server con-
nected to the external network. In response to this, the
server sends data of weather information of the vicinity
of the spot coordinate to the portable telephone. The
communication control unit 31 receives the data of the
weather information received via the portable tele-
phone. Then, the map display control unit 28 causes the
display unit 12 to display the weather information 204
together with the digital map 202 within the display
frame 201.
[0049] As the weather information 204 is thus dis-
played together with the digital map 202, the user can
easily determine whether to select the spot indicated by
the index, as a target spot. Specifically, when informa-
tion is displayed that the weather is getting bad, the user
can stop setting the spot as a target spot and search for
another target spot.
[0050] Fig.8 shows another exemplary image includ-
ing information displayed in association with the active
index.
[0051] In the image shown in Fig.8, the active index
is data designating a specific person named "Mr. Suzu-
ki", and an image (for example, photograph of Mr. Su-
zuki) 205 associated with the active index is displayed
in the display frame 201. This image is registered within
the list information storage unit 30 by the user. Such im-
age data can be acquired, for example, from the disc
inserted in the disc drive 11 or from the external network
via the portable telephone. The image data can be dis-
played together with the digital map of the spot coordi-
nate. As such additional information is displayed for the
active index, the user can search for an index indicating
a predetermined post more easily.
[0052] The digital map in the above-described em-
bodiments and the information added to the active index
such as traffic information, weather information or a pre-
determined image can be displayed alone, but a plurality
of items of such information can be displayed in parallel
or displayed alternately for a predetermined time period.
As a plurality of items of such information are displayed
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in parallel, the user can confirm the correlation between
them. Although displaying a plurality of items of infor-
mation requires a certain display area, it is possible pro-
vide a display area which is large enough for the user
to confirm, by alternately displaying a plurality of items
of information for a predetermined time period.
[0053] The processing flow described in the above-
described embodiment is simply an example. The order
of the processing steps may be changed as long as the
same processing can be carried out.
[0054] Moreover, a program can be provided for car-
rying out the processing to display a digital map asso-
ciated with an active index and other information togeth-
er with a list, as described in the embodiment. Further-
more, this program may employ a form of storage me-
dium or program transmission device as follows. Spe-
cifically, in the case of a storage medium, the above-
described program may be stored to a storage medium
such as CD-ROM, DVD, various memories including a
semiconductor memory, or a hard disk, in such a manner
that the program is readable a computer device such as
a navigation device.
[0055] A program transmission device may have stor-
age means such as CD-ROM, DVD, various memories
including a semiconductor memory or a hard disk on
which the above-described program is stored, and
transmission means for reading the program from the
storage means and transmitting the program to a device
which executes the program, via a connector or a net-
work such as the Internet or LAN. Such a program trans-
mission device is suitable for installing a program for
carrying out the above-described processing into a nav-
igation device.
[0056] The constituent element described in the em-
bodiment may be selected or omitted and various mod-
ifications may be effected without departing from the
scope of this invention.

Claims

1. A navigation device for displaying a positioned cur-
rent position and a digital map based on map data
made up of electronic information, the device com-
prising:

registration means for registering an index des-
ignated by a user's operation and data of a spot
coordinate in association with each other; and
display means for displaying a plurality of reg-
istered indexes as a list;
the display means displaying, together with the
list, a digital map of a spot coordinate corre-
sponding to an index selected from the indexes.

2. The navigation device as claimed in claim 1, further
comprising extraction means for extracting the dig-
ital map of the selected index from the map data on

the basis of the data of the spot coordinate.

3. The navigation device as claimed in claim 1, where-
in display means displays additional information
about the vicinity of the spot coordinate together
with the digital map.

4. The navigation device as claimed in claim 3, where-
in the additional information is information acquired
from outside via a network.

5. A digital map display system for displaying a digital
map based on map data made up of electronic in-
formation, the system comprising:

registration means for registering an index of a
predetermined spot in the digital map in accord-
ance with a user's operation; and
display means for displaying a plurality of the
registered indexes in response to a request
from the user;
the display means displaying an image associ-
ated with a predetermined index selected by
the user from the indexes, together with the plu-
rality of indexes displayed by the display
means.

6. The digital map display system as claimed in claim
5, wherein the registration means registers data of
the spot coordinate of the predetermined position
together with the indexes, and

the display means displays a digital map ex-
tracted from the map data on the basis of the spot
coordinate.

7. A digital map displaying method in a navigation de-
vice for displaying a positioned current position and
a digital map based on map data made up of elec-
tronic information, the method comprising:

a step of registering an index designated by a
user's operation and data of a spot coordinate
in association with each other to a database;
a step of displaying the index as a list;
a step of reading, from the database, data of a
spot coordinate associated with a predeter-
mined index selected from the list;
a step of extracting map data corresponding to
the data of the spot coordinate thus read; and
a step of displaying a digital map based on the
map data together with the list.

8. The digital map displaying method in a navigation
device as claimed in claim 7, wherein the step of
displaying the digital map includes setting the dis-
play of the digital map together with the list in such
a manner that the spot coordinate is substantially
at the center of the digital map.
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9. A program used in a navigation device, the program
causing the navigation device to execute:

a function to register an index designated by a
user's operation and data of a spot coordinate
in association with each other to a database;
a function to display the index as a list;
a function to read, from the database, data of a
spot coordinate associated with a predeter-
mined index selected from the list;
a function to extract map data corresponding to
the data of the spot coordinate thus read; and
a function to display a digital map based on the
map data together with the list.
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