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Description

[0001] The present invention generally relates to an
athletic performance monitoring device and, more par-
ticularly, to a watch having enhanced athletic functional-
ity.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Devices such as watches and, in particular,
watches having features allowing a wearer to monitor
athletic performance are known. For example, runners
often wear watches to keep track of time, distance, pace
and laps etc. Such watches, however, are oftentimes not
user friendly and cumbersome to use. Consequently, the
wearer may not utilize the watch to its full potential. Such
watches also have limited athletic performance monitor-
ing capabilities. Accordingly, while certain watches hav-
ing athletic functionality provide a number of advanta-
geous features, they nevertheless have certain limita-
tions. The present invention seeks to overcome certain
of these limitations and other drawbacks of the prior art,
and to provide new features not heretofore available.
[0003] As an example of the prior art, EP 2025369 de-
scribes a sports electronic training system with electronic
gaming features, and applications thereof. The system
comprises at least one monitor and a portable electronic
processing device for receiving data from the at least one
monitor and providing feedback to an individual based
on the received data. The monitor can be a motion mon-
itor that measures an individual’s performance such as,
for example, speed, pace and distance for a runner. Other
monitors might include a heart rate monitor, a tempera-
ture monitor, an altimeter, et cetera. In an embodiment,
an input is provided to an electronic game based on data
obtained from the at least one monitor that effects, for
example, an avatar, a digitally created character, an ac-
tion within the game, or a game score of the electronic
game.

SUMMARY

[0004] The present invention relates to athletic per-
formance monitoring devices and, in particular, to a
watch having enhanced athletic functionality. A device
according to the present invention is claimed in claims 1
to 9.
[0005] According to one aspect of the invention, a de-
vice for monitoring athletic performance of a user has a
wristband configured to be worn by the user. An elec-
tronic module is removably attached to the wristband.
The electronic module has a controller and a screen and
a plurality of user inputs operably associated with the
controller. For example, the user inputs are configured
in a three-axis or tri-axis configuration for enhanced user
operability. A first input is applied along an x-axis. A sec-
ond input is applied along an y-axis. A third input is ap-
plied along a z-axis.

[0006] According to another aspect of the invention,
the watch has a controller and user interface having en-
hanced operability for the user. For example, the control-
ler may generate one or more user interfaces displaying
various types of athletic activity statistics during, before
or after user performance of an athletic activity. A user
interface may include multiple lines of data, each line
displaying a different workout statistic or other informa-
tion (e.g., time of day, time zone, user location, etc.). In
one arrangement, a user interface may include a goal
progress tracker. The tracker may include one or more
progress bars, for example, representing one or more
sub-goals. Sub-goals may correspond to tasks required
for completion of the overall goal. Sub-goals may be de-
fined and scheduled to facilitate completion of the overall
goal. An indicator may further be displayed to identify a
current sub-goal or time period for a sub-goal (e.g., a
current day). Depending on an amount of athletic activity
a user has performed for a time period of a sub-goal, a
corresponding progress bar may be filled in by a corre-
sponding amount. For example, if a user has completed
50% of a distance scheduled to be run on Wednesday,
a progress bar for Wednesday may be filled in halfway.
[0007] According to another aspect, reminders or mo-
tivating messages may be displayed to a user to encour-
age users to maintain an athletic activity regimen and/or
to keep on track to complete a goal. In one or more ar-
rangements, the reminders or motivating messages may
include a prompt asking the user to confirm that athletic
activity will be performed within a specified amount of
time from the reminder. Additionally, upon the user con-
firming that athletic activity will be performed within a
specified amount of time, a confirmation message may
be displayed. The confirmation may include a further mo-
tivational or encouraging, message. Further, a user may
be asked to schedule the athletic activity upon specifying
that athletic activity will be performed within the specified
amount of time.
[0008] According to yet another aspect, a user may
mark laps through an interface of an athletic activity mon-
itoring device. In one or more arrangements, lap infor-
mation might only be updated after a specified amount
of time after the receipt of the user lap marking input.
Additionally or alternatively, a lap indicator might only be
increased or an increased lap indicator might only be
displayed after the specified amount of time. An interface
other than an interface displaying the lap indicator may
be displayed after receiving the lap marking input but
prior to expiration of the specified amount of time.
[0009] According to the invention, a user can send a
motivational message to a second user via the remote
site. Upon connecting to the remote site, a notify mes-
sage is transferred to the electronic module of the second
user. When the second user reaches a certain predeter-
mined metric associated with the message, the second
user receives the notify message. The second user can
access the motivational message by plugging in the elec-
tronic module into the computer to connect to the remote
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site. The message may be displayed directly on the watch
of the second user.
[0010] According to another aspect of the invention,
the electronic module is removably connected to the
wristband. In one example, the electronic module may
have one or more protrusions received by corresponding
apertures in the wristband. The watch may employ alter-
native connection structures. The connection structures
may have flexible configurations, removable key module
configurations, and articulating connector configura-
tions.
[0011] According to yet another aspect, an amount of
time a backlight is active may be defined dynamically
and/or automatically based on a function that the user is
currently performing. For example, if a user is viewing or
interacting with a first user interface (e.g., a graph of a
workout), the device may a lot more backlight time (e.g.,
the backlight will automatically turn off after a longer pre-
defined period) than a default backlight time. In another
example, the amount of backlight time may depend on
amounts of backlight time used in previous user interac-
tions with the same process, interface or function.
[0012] Other features and advantages of the invention
will be apparent from the following examples in the spec-
ification taken in conjunction with the following drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0013]

FIGS. 1-21 disclose views of a first example of a
device in the form of a watch of including views show-
ing certain user interface operability of the watch;

FIGS. 22-49 disclose views of another example of a
device in the form of a watch;

FIGS. 50-64 disclose views of another example of
device in the form of a watch;

FIGS. 65-69 disclose views of another example of a
device in the form of a watch;

FIGS. 70-73 disclose views of another example of a
device in the form of a watch;

FIGS. 74-77 disclose views of another example of a
device in the form of a watch;

FIGS. 78-85 disclose views of portions of a wristband
having a USB connector associated therewith in ac-
cordance with examples of the device;

FIGS. 86-117 show various screen displays gener-
ated by a user interface operably associated with the
watch that a user may select for display according
to various examples of the invention;

FIGS. 118-125 show additional features associated
with the user interface of the watch; and

FIGS. 126-140 illustrate additional example user in-
terfaces having various display configurations and
in which workout information may be conveyed ac-
cording to one or more aspects described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0014] While this invention is susceptible of embodi-
ment in many different forms, there are shown in the
drawings, and will herein be described in detail, preferred
embodiments of the invention with the understanding that
the present disclosure is to be considered as an exem-
plification of the principles of the invention and is not in-
tended to limit the broad aspects of the invention to the
embodiments illustrated and described.

DEVICE STRUCTURES

[0015] Multiple examples of a device or athletic watch
are disclosed herein. FIGS. 1-21 disclose a first watch;
FIGS. 22-49 disclose a watch; FIGS. 50-64 disclose a
watch; and FIGS. 65-85 disclose additional alternative
examples of the watch. As discussed further herein, each
of the examples can incorporate the various operational
features, user interface and global positioning system
("GPS") features as described herein. Structures of each
example will be described in greater detail below followed
by a description of additional capabilities and features of
the watch.
[0016] FIGS. 1-3 generally show a device or watch of
the present invention, generally designated with the ref-
erence numeral 10. While the watch 10 has traditional
uses such as incorporating a chronograph for general
timekeeping, as explained in greater detail below, the
watch 10 has unique functionality for athletic and fitness
use such as monitoring athletic performance of the user.
The watch 10 generally includes a portable electronic
module 12 removably connected to a carrier 14 or strap
member in the form of a wristband 14 in an example.
[0017] The structure of the watch 10 will first be de-
scribed followed by a description of the operation of the
watch 10. However, as explained in greater detail below,
it is noted that the watch 10 is capable of wirelessly com-
municating with various sensors 1 worn by a user to
record and monitor athletic performance of a user. The
sensor(s) can take various forms. For example, the sen-
sor may be mounted on the shoe of a user as shown in
FIG. 1 and include an accelerometer. The sensor may
have various electronic components including a power
supply, magnetic sensor element, microprocessor, mem-
ory, transmission system and other suitable electronic
devices. The sensor may be used in conjunction with
other components of the system to record speed and
distance among other parameters of athletic perform-
ance. For example, the sensor can be a sensor as dis-
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closed in U.S. Publications No. 2007/0006489;
2007/0011919 and 2007/0021269. Additionally, the sen-
sor may be a component of a heart-rate monitor 1 worn
by a user as shown in FIG. 1. Thus, the watch 10 may
communicate with both a shoe sensor 1 and a heart rate
sensor 1. The watch 10 may further communicate with
only one of the shoe sensor and heart rate sensor de-
pending on a user’s preference. As explained in greater
detail below, the watch 10 may also include compo-
nent(s) such as a three-axis accelerometer to monitor
speed and distance of a user/runner without the need for
the shoe sensor. As also explained below, the watch 10
has communication capabilities with remote locations for
receiving and transferring data relating to athletic per-
formance monitoring.

Electronic Module

[0018] As further shown in FIGS. 2-8, the portable elec-
tronic module 12 includes various components support-
ed by a housing 16, the components include a controller
18 having a suitable processor and other known compo-
nents, an input device assembly 20, an output device
assembly 22, and a communication connector 24, which
may be considered a part of the input device assembly
20 and/or the output device assembly 22 in various ex-
amples. The communication connector 24 may be, for
instance, a USB connector 24. The controller 18 is op-
erably connected to the input device assembly 20, the
output device assembly 22 and the communication con-
nector 24. As explained in greater detail below, the elec-
tronic module 12 may also include a GPS ("Global Posi-
tioning System") receiver and associated antenna oper-
ably connected to the controller 18 for incorporating var-
ious GPS features.
[0019] As depicted in FIGS. 2-5, the housing 16 has a
first end 30, a second end 32, a first side 34, a second
side 36, a front side 38, and a back side 40. The front
side 38 may also include a glass member 39 or crystal
39 for viewing a display of the controller 18 therethrough.
The housing 16 defines a cavity 42 therein for accom-
modating the various components of the controller 18. It
is understood that the housing ends, sides and crystal
cooperate to enclose the housing 16. As further shown
in the figures, the communication connector 24 extends
from the first side 30 of the housing 16. It is understood
that the communication connector 24 could be positioned
at various other locations of the housing 16. The com-
munication connector 24 generally extends rigidly from
the housing 16. As further shown in other embodiments,
the communication connector 24 can be flexible with re-
spect to the housing 16. In other embodiments described
herein, the USB connector 24 may be rigidly connected
to the housing 16 in other configurations. As discussed,
the communication connector 24 is a USB connector and
may have a plurality of leads therein and wherein the
leads are operably connected to the controller 18. The
housing 16 can be made from a variety of different rigid

materials including metal or generally rigid polymeric ma-
terials. The housing 16 could also be formed in a two-
shot injection molding process wherein the communica-
tion connector 24 could be molded to be flexible with
respect to the housing 16. It is also understood that the
USB connector 24 could be separately fastened to the
housing 16 consistent with other embodiments described
herein. The USB connector 24 generally provides a wa-
ter-resistant connection with the housing 16 and control-
ler 18. As shown in FIG. 7, the housing 16 has a pair of
protrusions 44 (it is understood one protrusion 44 is hid-
den) extending from the back side 40 of the housing 16.
It is understood that a single protrusion 44 could be used
or more protrusions 44. Because the watch 10 may be
used in fitness activities, there is some chance that the
watch 10 can be subject to water or moisture such as
perspiration. The housing 16 is designed to be water-
resistant to protect components of the controller 18. Such
structures further provide for a certain level of impact
resistance. A vent opening is provided in the wristband
14 to channel any moisture away from the module 12.
[0020] As further shown in FIG. 4, the controller 18
generally has a processor 46 that is operably connected
to the input device assembly 20 and the output device
assembly 22 as understood by those skilled in the art.
The controller 18 includes software that in cooperation
with the input device assembly and output device assem-
bly provide user interface features as will be described
in greater below. The components of the controller 18
are contained within and supported by the housing 16.
The controller 18 includes various electrical components
including a rechargeable power supply (e.g., recharge-
able battery or other battery types) and system memory.
The controller 18 will also include an antenna 48, allowing
the controller and portable electronic module can com-
municate with the sensors 1, record and store data re-
lating to athletic performance, and other time information.
The controller 18 also functions to upload performance
data to a remote location or site as is known in the art,
but can also download additional information from a re-
mote site or location to be stored by the controller 18 for
further use. The antenna 48 can take various forms in-
cluding a chip antenna associated with the controller 18.
Alternatively, the antenna 48 could be a sheet metal an-
tenna. With other embodiments incorporating GPS fea-
tures, an additional GPS antenna may also be provided.
Thus, the watch 10 may incorporate multiple antennas.
The controller is operably connected to the communica-
tion connector 24 of the housing 16.
[0021] As further shown in FIGs. 2-4, the input device
assembly 20 includes a plurality of input devices such as
in the form of depressible buttons. In certain examples,
the USB connector 24 can also be considered an input
device when data is transferred to the watch 10 via the
connector 24. In one example the input device assembly
20 has three input buttons that collectively define a tri-
axis operating configuration (e.g., x-y-z axes). The input
buttons include a side button 50, an end button 52 and
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a shock sensor, shock button or tap button 54.
[0022] The side button 50 is located on the first side
34 of the housing 16. The side button 50 may correspond
with a first input and being operably connected to the
controller 18 for controlling the portable electronic mod-
ule 12. As shown in FIG. 1, the side button 50 is config-
ured to operate in an x-axis direction. The user may ac-
tivate the first input by pressing on the side button 50 on
the first side 34 of the housing 16. The user may squeeze
the side button 50 and opposite second side 36 of the
housing 16 along the x-axis direction (FIGS. 2 and 11).
The side button 50 may also cooperate with an additional
input of the controller 18 for controlling the portable elec-
tronic module 12. For example, a user may press one
segment of the side button 50, such as a top segment
50a, for a first input, and may press a second segment
of the side button 50, such as a bottom segment 50b, for
a second or additional input different from the first input.
As explained in greater detail below regarding the oper-
ation of the watch 10, the side button 50 may be utilized
as a toggle button or scroll button, with the first input
located towards the top of the side button and the addi-
tional input located towards the bottom of the side button.
The side button 50 may then be used to move a cursor
on the display up or down in order to select an item from
a list. It is also understood that the side button 50 may
be positioned on the opposite side 36 of the housing 16,
which may be considered a three o’clock position. The
side button 50 shown in FIG. 2 is considered to be in the
nine o-clock position.
[0023] The end button 52 may be located on the sec-
ond end 32 of the housing 16. The end button 52 will
correspond to a second input and is operably connected
to the controller 18 for controlling the portable electronic
module 12. As shown in FIG. 2, the end button 52 is
configured to operate in a y-axis direction. The user may
activate the second input by pressing on the end button
52 on the second end 32 of the housing 16. The user
may squeeze the end button 50 and the opposite first
end 30 of the housing 16 along the y-axis direction (FIG.
12). As explained in greater detail below regarding the
operation of the watch 10, the end button may be used
as the OK or SELECT function.
[0024] In an example, the shock button 54 or tap button
54 generally corresponds to a shock sensor that is pref-
erably located within the housing 16 and is operably con-
nected to the controller 18, such as a printed circuit board
of the controller 18. FIG. 8a shows a schematic view of
a printed circuit board of the controller 18. The controller
18 includes lead interfaces 18a that cooperate with the
USB connector 24. The board operably supports the
shock sensor 54 generally proximate a periphery of the
board which also positions the shock sensor at a periph-
ery of the housing 16. Thus, the shock sensor 54 is op-
erably connected to the controller 18 and may be a piezo
shock sensor in this example. Even when positioned
proximate a periphery, the acceleration sensed at the
periphery location is generally very close to the acceler-

ation at the center location such as from a user tapping
generally at a center of the screen 39. It is understood
that the shock button 54 may be located in alternate po-
sitions on the controller 18 or in the housing 16. For ex-
ample, the shock sensor 54 may be located proximate a
center of the board as shown in phantom lines in FIG.
8a, which generally corresponds to a center of the hous-
ing 16 and underneath a center point of the crystal 39.
The shock sensor can take other forms other than a shock
sensor and may also be an accelerometer in one
example . For example, FIG. 8b shows a printed circuit
board of the controller 18 wherein a shock button 54 is
in the form of an accelerometer and positioned at a pe-
riphery of the board. As shown in phantom lines, the ac-
celerometer may also be positioned proximate a center
of the board and therefore proximate a center of the hous-
ing 16. As discussed, the shock button 54, in any of its
forms, is generally positioned within the housing 16 and
beneath the crystal 39 (FIG. 7). It is understood that the
shock sensor 54 shown in FIG. 8a may have lesser power
requirements than the accelerometer sensor 54 shown
in FIG. 8b. It is understood that the accelerometer 54
shown in FIG. 8b could be a three-axis accelerometer
and have additional function in addition to sensing the
tap input or third input. For example, the accelerometer
could be used to wake-up the device upon motion as well
as speed and distance measurement for the user.
[0025] The shock sensor 54 could also be positioned
on the front side 38 of the housing 16. The shock button
54 corresponds to a third input and is operably connected
to the controller 18 controlling the portable electronic
module 12. It is understood that the shock button 54 pos-
sesses required sensitivity to sense taps or forces ap-
plied to the screen 39 by the user. As shown in FIG. 1,
the shock button 54 is configured to operate in a z-axis
direction. The user may activate the third input by tapping
or pressing on the crystal 39 or display screen. This tap-
ping or pressing on the display screen 39 will activate
the shock button 54 or tap button 54. Thus, the shock
button 54 has a sensitivity such that a tap on the crystal
39 activates the shock button 54 and applies certain in-
puts associated with the controller 18. In an example, the
z-axis direction is a direction that is generally normal to
the screen 39. It is understood that directions varying
from a normal direction can also be sufficient to activate
the shock button.
[0026] Additionally, the shock button 54 may be con-
figured to correspond with a fourth input of the controller
18 for controlling the portable electronic module 12. For
instance, the shock button 54 may sense two different
shock levels or forces, e.g. a soft level and a hard level.
The soft level is activated when the user presses or taps
with a first amount of force (F1) in order to activate the
soft level of the sensor 54. The hard level is activated
when the user presses or taps with a greater amount of
force (F2) to activate the hard level of the sensor 54.
Additional levels could also be incorporated into the
shock button 54. Additional tapping sequences can also
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be operably associated with the button 54 to provide ad-
ditional inputs to the watch 10. Generally, the watch 10
can be programmed to receive a plurality of taps to pro-
vide a desired input to the watch 10. For example, a fast
double tap or triple tap could provide a preset input. In
addition, as further described herein, the watch 10 may
have a variety of different operational modes. The various
tap or tapping sequences could be assigned to different
inputs based on a particular operational mode. The tap-
related inputs can also be assigned to the watch at the
user’s computer location. Once assigned at the user’s
computer, once data transfer is performed from the com-
puter to the watch 10, the tap-related inputs are loaded
onto the watch 10. The tap sensor could also be com-
bined with other force-related sensors wherein a tap com-
bined with dragging the user’s finger across the screen
could provide yet additional input(s). Thus, the watch 10
may provide the shock button in combination with a touch
screen for additional input capabilities. As a further ex-
ample, the tap or tapping sequence may provide other
specific inputs if the user is in the GPS operational mode
of the watch 10. The sensors can further be configured
to sense forces applied to the screen in different direc-
tions other than a general normal force on the screen.
[0027] As further shown in FIG. 4, the output device
assembly 22 includes a plurality of output devices includ-
ing a display 56. The USB connector 24 may also be
considered an output device when transferring data from
the electronic module 12. It is further understood that the
output device assembly 22 may include an audible
speaker if desired. The controller 18 can have additional
capabilities for communicating with other devices such
as digital music players or other electronic devices.
[0028] The display 56 is located generally proximate
the front side 38 of the housing 16 and is positioned be-
neath the crystal 39 or screen 39. The display 56 is op-
erably connected to the controller 18 and includes a plu-
rality of different display fields as shown in the user in-
terface display screens to be described. In cooperation
with the user interface associated with the watch 10, in-
formation is displayed in the various display fields as de-
scribed in greater detail below. As also described, a user
can modify what information is displayed and the manner
in which the information is displayed. In one example,
the display 56 may be a liquid crystal display (LCD)
screen. The display 56 may also have a negative screen.
The negative screen may give the user the option to re-
verse the appearance of text from black numbers on a
white background to white numbers on a black back-
ground. This negative screen may also be referred to as
reverse display or negative display. The negative screen
may help to reduce the glare for many users. It is under-
stood that the portable electronic module 12 can have
additional or alternate input devices and output devices.
[0029] The electronic module has a rechargeable bat-
tery contained within the housing to provide power to the
watch 10. The rechargeable battery is charged such as
when the user plugs the electronic module into a com-

puter as shown in FIG. 10. It is understood that the battery
associated with the controller can utilize a plurality of bat-
teries or power sources. A first battery may be utilized
for the general watch/chronograph functions. A second
battery may be utilized for other controller functions in-
cluding communicating with the sensors for example.
The first battery would be a typical battery that has a long
life and support the basic watch functions. The other sec-
ond battery can be a traditional rechargeable battery to
support the additional controller functions associated
with monitoring athletic performance, which functions
may be more demanding on the power source. In such
configuration, the watch functions would not be compro-
mised even if the rechargeable battery was depleted by
the athletic performance monitoring functions or if the
user had not worked out for some time and had not
charged the electronic module.

Carrier

[0030] As shown in FIGS. 1-7, the carrier 14 is gener-
ally in the form of a wristband 14 having a central portion
between a first end portion and a second end portion.
The wristband 14 may include a first member and second
member generally molded or connected together. The
wristband 14 is flexible to fit around a user’s wrist. In one
example, the wristband 14 may be injected molded of a
flexible polymeric material. The wristband 14 has receiv-
ing structures for connection to the portable electronic
module 12. As shown in FIG. 6, the carrier 14 includes
a protective sleeve 60 proximate the central portion and
having an opening 62 in communication with an internal
passageway 64. The communication connector 24 is re-
ceived through the opening 62 and into the internal pas-
sageway 64. The protective sleeve 60 has a generally
contoured outer surface. The sleeve 60 may have inter-
nal structure for assisting in securing the connector 24,
such as ridges that provide an interference type fit be-
tween the sleeve 60 and the connector 24. As further
shown in FIG. 6, the central portion of the wristband 14
may have an insert 66 that defines a portion of the open-
ing 62. A vent may be provided through a bottom portion
of the wristband 14 and is in communication with the pas-
sageway 64 proximate the connector 24 when inserted
into the wristband 14. The vent allows any moisture to
escape from the wristband 14 and be channeled away
from the connector 24. Also at the central portion, the
carrier 14 has a pair of apertures 68 dimensioned to re-
spectively receive the pair of protrusions 44 of the port-
able electronic module 12.
[0031] As further shown in the figures, the first end por-
tion has a pair of holes to accommodate a removable
closure 70 used to fasten the wristband 14 to a wrist of
a user. To this end, the removable closure 70 cooperates
with the plurality of holes in the wristband 14. The remov-
able closure 70 has a plate member 72 and a plurality of
posts 74 extending generally in a perpendicular direction
from the plate member 72. In the example, the plate mem-
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ber 72 has two posts 74. To wear the wristband, first the
removable closure 70 is connected to the first end portion
of the wristband strap wherein the pair of holes is provid-
ed to receive the posts 74. The wristband 14 is positioned
around the user’s wrist and the posts 74 are inserted into
holes provided on the second end portion of the wristband
14 as can be appreciated from FIG. 2. After the posts 74
are inserted into the pair of holes of the first end portion
of the wristband 14 and the plurality of holes of the second
end portion of the wristband 14, the first end portion and
second end portion of the wristband 14 overlap one an-
other. With the use of a pair of posts 74, the removable
closure 70 allows for a secure connection and greater
flexibility in connection providing for a greater adjustment
to accommodate for a range of wrist sizes.
[0032] Additionally, the plate member 72 can have in-
dicia 76 thereon. The plate member 72, when attached
to the wristband 14 faces away from the wristband 14
wherein the indicia 76 can be viewed by others. Because
the removable closure 70 is easily removable, the closure
70 can be used as a memento, different closures can be
provided and used with the wristband 18. Thus, remov-
able closures 70 having different indicia can be provided
and used as a keepsake, memento, or a reward for ac-
complishing a goal, participating in a race, or otherwise
achieving a certain level of fitness. Indicia can take var-
ious forms including wording, graphics, color schemes,
textures, or other designs etc.
[0033] The watch 10 can utilize alternate closure
mechanisms. For example, as shown in FIG. 64, the
wristband 14 can utilized a traditional buckle member in
conjunction with an alternate removable closure 70a. In
this example the removable closure 70 has a smaller
circular plate member 72a having a single post 74a. The
removable closure 70a is attached at a distal end of one
of the end portions of the wristband 14 and then inserted
into the other portion of the wristband 14.
[0034] As discussed, the portable electronic module
12 is removably connected to the carrier 14 or wristband
14. As explained in greater detail below, the portable
electronic module 12 may be plugged into a computer
via the communication connector 24 wherein data and
other information may be downloaded to the module 12
from a remote location such as an athletic performance
monitoring site, or remote site (FIGS. 9, 10, 16-20). Data
recorded by the electronic module 12 may also be up-
loaded to the computer and then the remote site. Data
can be displayed as shown in FIGS. 16, 17, 19 and 20.
Additional data can also be downloaded from the remote
site or computer to the portable electronic module 12.
The portable electronic module 12 can then be re-con-
nected to the wristband 14. The connector 24 is inserted
into the sleeve 60 of the carrier 14, and the protrusions
44 are placed into the respective apertures 68 of the car-
rier 14. The enlarged heads of the protrusions 44 abuts
against the wristband 14 to retain the module 12 onto the
wristband 14. This provides for a wearable watch 10
wherein a user can utilize additional features of the watch

10 described herein relating to athletic performance and
fitness. As discussed, the electronic module 12 is remov-
ably connected to the wristband 14 wherein data can be
transferred by plugging the module 12 into the computer
as shown in FIG. 10. In another example as shown in
FIG. 21, the module 12 can have a port to receive a com-
munication cord used for data transfer between the mod-
ule 12 and a computer or remote site.

GENERAL OPERATION

[0035] It is understood that the portable electronic
module 12 of the watch 10 has associated software to
function with the user interfaces associated with the
watch 10. FIG. 18 shows schematically components of
an overall system associated with the watch 10. As ex-
plained in greater detail below, in addition to having
chronograph functions like a conventional watch, the
watch 10 has additional athletic functionality. For exam-
ple, a user wearing shoes having a sensor(s) 1 mounted
therein or a heart rate monitor 1 can use the watch 10 to
wirelessly communicate with the sensor(s) 1 and monitor
performance such as during exercise including running.
Other sensor types can also be incorporated for use by
the user and communication with the watch 10. The
watch 10 can record and monitor athletic performance
of the user.
[0036] Generally, the user controls operation of the
watch 10 utilizing the three inputs described above,
namely the side button 50, the end button 52 and the
shock button 54. These inputs are configured such that
the user provides inputs along first, second and third ax-
es. In an exemplary embodiment, the inputs are config-
ured in a tri-axes configuration, namely an x-y-z axes
configuration (FIG. 2). This provides an enhanced user
friendly user interface wherein the user can easily control
operation of the watch 10 while participating in athletic
activity. As can be appreciated from FIG. 11, the side
button 50 is typically actuated by a user squeezing or
pinching the side button 50 and opposite housing side
36 generally along the x-axis. The end button 52 is typ-
ically actuated by a user squeezing or pinching the end
button 52 and proximate the opposite housing end 30
generally along the y-axis (FIG. 12). Finally, the shock
button 54 is typically actuated by the user tapping the
front side 38 of the housing 16, typically the crystal 39,
generally along the z-axis (FIGS. 14 and 15). As ex-
plained in greater detail below, the side button 50 is nor-
mally utilized to scroll or cycle through a list of items or
values within the user interface, by pressing up or down
in order to scroll through the list of items. The end button
52 is normally utilized for selecting items within the user
interface, such as the options of "SELECT" and "OK."
The shock button 54 is generally utilized for lighting the
backlight and other specific functions such as marking
of laps. For example, to light the backlight associated
with the controller 18 and display 56, a user can simply
tap the crystal 39. As also discussed in greater detail
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below, a user can tap the crystal 39 to actuate the shock
button 54 to "mark" a segment of an athletic performance.
The user may also have the ability to customize the but-
tons to their own preferences by utilizing the set-up func-
tionality within the watch 10 or other software such as
from a desktop utility associated with the watch 10 as
well as remote site functionality that may be inputted into
the watch 10 such as through the USB connector 24.
Additional operability and features of the watch 10 will
be described in greater detail below.
[0037] FIGS. 22-49 disclose another example of the
athletic watch of the present invention, generally desig-
nated with the reference numeral 100. Similar structures
will be designated with similar reference numerals in the
100 series of reference numerals Similar to the example
of FIGS. 1-21, the athletic watch 100 generally includes
a electronic module 112 and a carrier 114 in the form of
a wristband 114 in the example. Similar to the watch 10
of FIGS. 1-21, the watch 100 has traditional uses such
as incorporating a chronograph for general timekeeping,
as well as the unique functionality for athletic and fitness
use such as monitoring athletic performance of the user.
Thus, the watch 100 can communicate with a shoe-based
sensor 1 and/or a hear rate monitor 1 (shown in phantom
in FIG. 22). It is further understood that the watch 100
has the same operational features regarding user inter-
faces, GPS and other features as described herein.

Electronic Module

[0038] As shown in FIGS. 23-28, the portable electron-
ic module 112 includes various components supported
by a housing 116, the components including a controller
118 having a suitable processor and other known com-
ponents, an input device assembly 120, an output device
assembly 122, and a communication connector 124,
which may be considered a part of the input device as-
sembly 120 and/or the output device assembly 122 in
various examples. The communication connector 124
may be, for instance, a USB connector 124. The control-
ler 118 is operably connected to the input device assem-
bly 120, the output device assembly 122 and the com-
munication connector 124. As discussed, the electronic
module 112 may also include a GPS receiver and asso-
ciated antenna for incorporating various GPS features.
[0039] As depicted in FIG. 25, the housing 116 has a
first end 130, a second end 132, a first side 134, a second
side 136, a front side 38, and a back side 140. The front
side 138 may also include a glass member 139 or crystal
139 for viewing a display of the controller 118 there-
through. The housing 116 defines a cavity 142 therein
for accommodating the various components of the con-
troller 118. It is understood that the housing ends, sides
and crystal cooperate to enclose the housing 116. As
further shown in the figures, the communication connec-
tor 124 extends from the first side 130 of the housing
116. It is understood that the communication connector
124 could be positioned at various other locations of the

housing 16. The communication connector 124 could al-
so be operably connected to other portions of the watch
10 such as various portions of the carrier 114. In this
example, the communication connector 124 generally
rigidly extends from the housing 116. As discussed, the
communication connector 124 is a USB connector and
may have a plurality of leads therein and wherein the
leads are operably connected to the controller 118. The
housing 116 can be made from a variety of different rigid
materials including metal or generally rigid polymeric ma-
terials. In this exemplary embodiment, the housing 116
is injection molded. The USB connector 124 generally
provides a water-resistant connection with the housing
16 and controller 18. As shown in FIGS. 26, 27-28, the
housing 116 has a protrusion 144 extending from the
back side 140 of the housing 116. It is understood that a
plurality of protrusions 144 could be used if desired. Be-
cause the watch 100 may be used in fitness activities,
there is some chance that the watch 10 can be subject
to water or moisture such as perspiration. The housing
116 is designed to be water-resistant to protect compo-
nents of the controller 118. Such structures further pro-
vide for a certain level of impact resistance. A vent open-
ing may also be provided in the wristband 114 to channel
any moisture away from the module 112. As further
shown in FIG. 25, the housing 116 may also include a
rubber boot 117 that is designed to generally cover sur-
faces of the housing 117 and serve as an outer skin. It
is understood that the rubber boot 117 has an opening
for the crystal 139 to be visible and for the protrusion 144
to extend through. The rubber boot 117 is cooperatively
dimensioned to wrap around the housing 116 to resist
any moisture or debris penetration..
[0040] As further shown in FIG. 25, the controller 118
generally has a processor 146 that is operably connected
to the input device assembly 120 and the output device
assembly 122 as understood by those skilled in the art.
The controller 118 includes software that in cooperation
with the input device assembly 120 and output device
assembly 122 provide user interface features as will be
described in greater below. The components of the con-
troller 118 are contained within and supported by the
housing 116. The controller 118 includes various electri-
cal components including a rechargeable power supply
(e.g., rechargeable battery or other battery types) and
system memory. The controller 118 will also include an
antenna 148 (FIG. 38), allowing the controller 118 and
portable electronic module 112 to communicate with the
sensors 1, record and store data relating to athletic per-
formance, other time information, as well other opera-
tional features such as GPS features. The antenna 148
can take various forms including a chip antenna associ-
ated with the controller 118. Alternatively, the antenna
148 could be a sheet metal antenna. With other examples
incorporating GPS features, a separate GPS antenna
may also be provided. Thus, the watch 110 may incor-
porate multiple antennas. The controller 118 is operably
connected to the communication connector 124 of the
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housing 116.
[0041] The input device assembly 120 includes a plu-
rality of input devices such as in the form of depressible
buttons. In certain examples, the USB connector 124 can
also be considered an input device when data is trans-
ferred to the watch 100 via the connector 124. In one
exemplary embodiment, the input device assembly 120
has three input buttons that collectively define a tri-axis
operating configuration (e.g., x-y-z axes) (FIG. 27). The
input buttons include a side button 150, an end button
152 and a shock or tap button 154.
[0042] The side button 150 is located on the first side
134 of the housing 116. The side button 150 may corre-
spond with a first input and being operably connected to
the controller 118 for controlling the portable electronic
module 112. As shown in FIG. 1, the side button 150 is
configured to operate in an x-axis direction. The user may
activate the first input by pressing on the side button 150
on the first side 134 of the housing 116. The user may
squeeze the side button 150 and opposite second side
136 of the housing 116 along the x-axis direction (FIG.
27). In an exemplary embodiment, the side button 150
may include a pair of buttons that are operably associated
with the controller 118 for controlling the portable elec-
tronic module 112. For example, the side button 150 has
a first side button 150a and a second side button 150b.
Thus, a user may press the first side button 150a, for a
first input, and may press the second side button 150b
for a second or additional input different from the first
input. As explained in greater detail below regarding the
operation of the watch 110, the side buttons 150a,150b
may be utilized as a toggle button or scroll button, with
the first input corresponding to the first side button 150a
and the additional input corresponding to the second side
button 150b. The side buttons 150a,150b may then be
used to move a cursor on the display up or down in order
to select an item from a list. It is also understood that the
side button 150 may be positioned on the opposite side
136 of the housing 16, which may be considered a three
o’clock position. The side button 150 shown in FIG. 27
is considered to be in the nine o-clock position.
[0043] The end button 152 is located on the second
end 132 of the housing 116. The end button 152 corre-
sponds to a second input and is operably connected to
the controller 118 for controlling the portable electronic
module 112. As shown in FIG. 27, the end button 152 is
configured to operate in a y-axis direction. The user may
activate the second input by pressing on the end button
152 on the second end 132 of the housing 116. The user
may squeeze the end button 152 and the opposite first
end 130 of the housing 116 along the y-axis direction
(FIG. 27). As explained in greater detail below regarding
the operation of the watch 110, the end button 152 may
be used as the OK or SELECT function.
[0044] In an example, the shock button 154 or tap but-
ton 154 generally corresponds to a shock sensor that is
preferably located within the housing 16. It is understood
that the discussion above regarding the shock button 54

of FIGS. 1-21 equally applies to the shock button 154 in
this example. It is understood that the button 154 can
take other forms other than a shock sensor and also may
be located in alternate positions within the housing 116.
The shock sensor 154 is generally positioned within the
housing 116 (FIGS. 30-31) and beneath the crystal 139.
As shown in FIGS. 30 and 31, the shock button 154 is
positioned proximate a periphery of the controller 118
and housing 116. FIG. 31 shows the shock button 154
adjacent to the battery positioned in the housing 116. As
discussed above, the shock button 154 could be posi-
tioned at other locations such as generally proximate a
center of the housing controller 18 and housing 116. The
shock sensor 154 could be positioned on the front side
138 of the housing 116. The shock button 54 corresponds
to a third input and is operably connected to the controller
118 controlling the portable electronic module 12. As
shown in FIG. 27, the shock button 154 is configured to
operate in a z-axis direction. The user may activate the
third input by tapping or pressing on the crystal 39 or
display screen. This tapping or pressing on the display
screen 39 will activate the shock button 154 or tap button
154. Thus, the shock sensor 154 has a sensitivity such
that a tap on the crystal 39 activates the shock button
54. Additionally, the shock button 154 may be configured
to correspond with a fourth input of the controller 118 for
controlling the portable electronic module 112. For in-
stance, the shock button 154 may sense two different
shock levels or forces, e.g. a soft level and a hard level.
The soft level is activated when the user presses or taps
with a first amount of force F1 in order to activate the soft
level of the sensor 154. The hard level is activated when
the user presses or taps with a greater amount of force
F2 to activate the hard level of the sensor 154. Additional
levels could also be incorporated into the shock sensor
154.
[0045] As further shown in FIGS. 25 and 27, the output
device assembly 122 includes a plurality of output devic-
es including a display 156. The USB connector 124 may
also be considered an output device when transferring
data from the electronic module 112. It is further under-
stood that the output device assembly 122 may include
an audible speaker if desired. The controller 118 can
have additional capabilities for communicating with other
devices such as digital music players or other electronic
devices.
[0046] The display 156 is located generally proximate
the front side 138 of the housing 116 and is positioned
beneath the crystal 139 or screen 139. The display 156
is operably connected to the controller 118 and includes
a plurality of different display fields as shown in the user
interface display screens to be described. In cooperation
with the user interface associated with the watch 100,
information is displayed in the various display fields as
described in greater detail below. As also described, a
user can modify what information is displayed and the
manner in which the information is displayed. In one ex-
ample, the display 156 may be a liquid crystal display

15 16 



EP 2 424 629 B1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

(LCD) screen. The display 156 may also have a negative
screen. The negative screen may give the user the option
to reverse the appearance of text from black numbers on
a white background to white numbers on a black back-
ground. This negative screen may also be referred to as
reverse display or negative display. The negative screen
may help to reduce the glare for many users. It is under-
stood that the portable electronic module 112 can have
additional or alternate input devices and output devices.
[0047] The electronic module has a rechargeable bat-
tery contained within the housing to provide power to the
watch 100. The rechargeable battery is charged such as
when the user plugs the electronic module into a com-
puter as shown in FIG. 10. It is understood that the battery
associated with the controller can utilize a plurality of bat-
teries or power sources. A first battery may be utilized
for the general watch/chronograph functions. A second
battery may be utilized for other controller functions in-
cluding communicating with the sensors for example.
The first battery would be a typical battery that has a long
life and support the basic watch functions. The other sec-
ond battery can be a traditional rechargeable battery to
support the additional controller functions associated
with monitoring athletic performance, which functions
may be more demanding on the power source. In such
configuration, the watch functions would not be compro-
mised even if the rechargeable battery was depleted by
the athletic performance monitoring functions or if the
user had not worked out for some time and had not
charged the electronic module. FIG. 31 discloses a bat-
tery positioned in the housing 116.

Carrier

[0048] As shown in FIGS. 23-26, the carrier 114 is gen-
erally in the form of a wristband 114 having a central
portion between a first end portion and a second end
portion. The wristband 114 may include separate mem-
bers generally molded or connected together. The wrist-
band 114 is flexible to fit around a user’s wrist. In one
example, the wristband 114 may be injected molded of
a flexible polymeric material. The wristband 114 has re-
ceiving structures for connection to the portable electron-
ic module 112. The carrier 114 includes a protective
sleeve 160 proximate the central portion and having an
opening 162 in communication with an internal passage-
way 164. The communication connector 124 is received
through the opening 162 and into the internal passage-
way 164. The protective sleeve 160 has a generally con-
toured outer surface. The sleeve 160 may have internal
structure for assisting in securing the connector 124,
such as ridges that provide an interference type fit be-
tween the sleeve 160 and the connector 124. A vent may
be provided through a bottom portion of the wristband
114 and is in communication with the passageway 164
proximate the connector 124 when inserted into the wrist-
band 114. The vent allows any moisture to escape from
the wristband 118 and be channeled away from the con-

nector 124. Also at the central portion, the carrier 14 has
an aperture 68 dimensioned to respectively receive the
protrusion 44 of the portable electronic module 112.
[0049] As further shown in the figures, the first end por-
tion has a pair of holes to accommodate a removable
closure 170 used to fasten the wristband 114 to a wrist
of a user. To this end, the removable closure 170 coop-
erates with the plurality of holes in the wristband 114.
The removable closure 170 has a plate member 172 and
a plurality of posts 174 extending generally in a perpen-
dicular direction from the plate member 172. In the ex-
ample, the plate member 172 has two posts 174. To wear
the wristband, first the removable closure 170 is connect-
ed to the first end portion of the wristband strap 114
wherein the pair of holes is provided to receive the posts
174. The wristband 114 is positioned around the user’s
wrist and the posts 174 are inserted into holes provided
on the second end portion of the wristband 114. After the
posts 174 are inserted into the pair of holes of the first
end portion of the wristband 114 and the plurality of holes
of the second end portion of the wristband 114, the first
end portion and second end portion of the wristband 114
overlap one another. With the use of a pair of posts 174,
the removable closure 170 allows for a secure connection
and greater flexibility in connection providing for a greater
adjustment to accommodate for a range of wrist sizes.
[0050] Additionally, the plate member 172 can have
indicia 176 thereon. The plate member 172, when at-
tached to the wristband 114 faces away from the wrist-
band 114 wherein the indicia 176 can be viewed by oth-
ers. Because the removable closure 170 is easily remov-
able, the closure 170 can be used as a memento, different
closures can be provided and used with the wristband
114. Thus, removable closures 170 having different in-
dicia can be provided and used as a keepsake, memento,
or a reward for accomplishing a goal, participating in a
race, or otherwise achieving a certain level of fitness.
Indicia can take various forms including wording, graph-
ics, color schemes, textures, or other designs etc.
[0051] FIGS. 33-49 disclose additional views and fea-
tures of the watch 100 and, in particular, showing addi-
tional connection of components associated with the
electronic module 112.
[0052] As shown in FIGS. 32-34, the housing 116 is
provided and is an injection-molded component in an ex-
ample. The USB connector 124 may be integrally formed
as part of the housing 116 and the USB connector 124
may have metal leads 125 embedded within the connec-
tor 124. Ends of the leads 125 extend into the internal
cavity of the housing 116 to be in operable connection
with the controller 118 as explained in greater detail be-
low. The side button 150 and end button 152 are suitably
mounted to the housing 116 and have associated resil-
ient spring members to assist in the operability of the
buttons. In an exemplary embodiment, the housing 116
has multiple components wherein a top component sup-
porting the screen 139 is fastened to the main housing
component such as by ultrasonic welding. A seal ring
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may also be positioned between the housing compo-
nents prior to connection to provide a sealed configura-
tion.
[0053] As further shown in FIGS. 35-43, the controller
118 is formed as a sub-assembly to be mounted in the
housing 116. The controller 118 has a main printed circuit
board B that is connected to the display 156, which is an
LCD display in an example. The controller 118 further
has a user input interface 157 that is also operably con-
nected to the main printed circuit board. The user input
interface 157 is a flexible member and has a first pair of
members 157a,157b that correspond to the first in-
put/side button 150a,150b as well as a second member
157c that corresponds to the second input/end button
152. The flexible member is capable of bending around
so that one segment of the flexible member is mounted
on a side of the controller 118 and a second segment of
the flexible member is mounted on an end of the controller
118. The flexible member may have locating openings
that mount on pegs on the mid-frame M. The flexible user
input interface 157 provides for a more efficient manu-
facture of the watch as the flexible member is more easy
to handle and manipulate. The shock button 154 in the
form of a shock sensor or accelerometer is also operably
mounted on the main printed circuit board B consistent
with the discussion regarding FIGS. 8a and 8b above.
As shown in FIG. 36, the controller 118 may have a mid-
frame component M to support the components of the
controller 118. The antenna 148 is connected to the main
printed circuit board B as shown in FIGS. 38-40. A distal
end of the antenna 148 may be formed around an edge
of the mid-frame M as shown in FIG. 40. As shown in
FIGS. 41-42, the display 156 is snapped into place. The
battery PS is also connected to the main printed circuit
board B as shown in FIGS. 43-44.
[0054] As further shown in FIGS. 44-46, the sub-as-
sembly controller is positioned in the inner cavity of the
housing 116 wherein the leads 125 of the USB connector
124 are operably connected to a contacts pad P on the
printed circuit board B of the controller 118. As shown in
FIG. 47, a piezoelectric member is connected to a back
component of the housing 116. As shown in FIG. 48, the
back component of the housing 116 is connected to the
other housing component supporting the controller sub-
assembly wherein the controller 118 is suitably mounted
in the housing 116. A seal member is positioned between
the housing components to provide the desired seal. The
bottom housing component has the protrusion 144 ther-
eon. It is understood that the housing components can
be connected via traditional screw fasteners or other
known fastening means.
[0055] As shown in FIG. 49, an overlay member 117
in the form of a resilient rubber boot is considered part
of the housing 116. The overlay member 117 has open-
ings to accommodate the end button 152, the USB con-
nector 124, the screen 139 and the protrusion 144. The
overlay member 117 has raised sections corresponding
to the side buttons. The overlay member 117 is positioned

over the housing 116 wherein the electronic module 112
is formed. The overlay member 117 may have a heat-
activated adhesive on an inside surface of the member
117 that is activated to affix the overlay member 117 to
the housing components. As further shown in FIG. 23-24,
the electronic module 112 is removably connected to the
wristband 114 wherein the USB connector 124 is re-
ceived in the sleeve 160 through the opening 162 and
the protrusion 144 is received in the aperture 168. The
watch 100 can then be worn on the user’s wrist.
[0056] As discussed, the portable electronic module
112 is removably connected to the carrier 114 or wrist-
band 114. As explained in greater detail below, the port-
able electronic module 112 may be plugged into a com-
puter via the communication connector 124 wherein data
and other information may be downloaded to the module
112 from a remote location such as an athletic perform-
ance monitoring site, or remote site (See FIGS. 10 and
16-20). Data recorded by the electronic module 112 may
also be uploaded to the computer and then the remote
site. The portable electronic module 112 can then be con-
nected to the wristband 114. The connector 124 is insert-
ed into the sleeve 160 of the carrier 114, and the protru-
sion 144 is placed into the aperture 168 of the carrier
114. The enlarged head of the protrusion 144 abuts
against the wristband 114 to retain the module 112 onto
the wristband 114. This provides for a wearable watch
110 wherein a user can utilize additional features of the
watch 100 described herein relating to athletic perform-
ance and fitness.

GENERAL OPERATION

[0057] It is understood that the portable electronic
module 112 of the watch 100 has associated software to
function with the user interfaces associated with the
watch 100. As explained in greater detail below, in addi-
tion to having chronograph functions like a conventional
watch, the watch 100 has additional athletic functionality.
For example, a user wearing shoes having a sensor(s)
1 mounted therein or a heart rate monitor 1 can use the
watch 100 to wirelessly communicate with the sensor(s)
1 and monitor performance such as during exercise in-
cluding running. Other sensor types can also be incor-
porated for use by the user and communication with the
watch 100. The watch 100 can record and monitor athletic
performance of the user.
[0058] Generally, the user controls operation of the
watch 100 utilizing the three inputs described above,
namely the side button 150, the end button 152 and the
shock button 154. These inputs are configured such that
the user provides inputs along first, second and third ax-
es. In an exemplary embodiment, the inputs are config-
ured in a tri-axes configuration, namely an x-y-z axes
configuration (FIG. 27). This provides an enhanced user
friendly user interface wherein the user can easily control
operation of the watch 100 while participating in athletic
activity. As can be appreciated from FIG. 27, the side
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button 150 is typically actuated by a user squeezing or
pinching the side button 150 and opposite housing side
136 generally along the x-axis. The end button 152 is
typically actuated by a user squeezing or pinching the
end button 152 and opposite housing end 130 generally
along the y-axis (FIG. 27). Finally, the shock button 54
is typically actuated by the user tapping the front side
138 of the housing 116, typically the crystal 139, generally
along the z-axis (FIGS. 14, 15 and 27). As explained in
greater detail below, the side button 150 is normally uti-
lized to scroll or cycle through a list of items or values
within the user interface, by pressing up or down in order
to scroll through the list of items. The end button 152 is
normally utilized for selecting items within the user inter-
face, such as the options of "SELECT" and "OK." The
shock button 154 is generally utilized for lighting the back-
light and other specific functions such as marking of laps.
For example, to light the backlight associated with the
controller 118 and display 156, a user can simply tap the
crystal 139. As also discussed in greater detail below, a
user can tap the crystal 139 to actuate the shock button
154 to "mark" a segment of an athletic performance. The
user may also have the ability to customize the buttons
to their own preferences by utilizing the set-up function-
ality within the watch 100 or other software such as from
a desktop utility associated with the watch 100 as well
as remote site functionality that may be inputted into the
watch 100 such as through the USB connector 124.
[0059] FIGS. 50-64 disclose another example of the
watch of the present invention generally designated with
the reference numeral 400. The watch 400 of this exam-
ple has similar structure and functionality to the watch 10
of FIG. 1-21 and the watch 100 of FIGS. 22-49. Similar
structures will not be fully described in greater detail as
the above description applies equally to this additional
example. Similar structures will be described with refer-
ence numerals in the 400 series of reference numerals.
As discussed, the watch 400 of this example can utilize
the user interface features described herein and have
GPS functionality as described herein. As generally
shown in FIGS. 50-53, the watch 400 generally includes
a portable electronic module 412 removably connected
to a carrier 414 or strap member in the form of a wristband
414.
[0060] As shown in FIGS. 54-60, the portable electron-
ic module 412 includes various components supported
by a housing 416, the components including a controller
418, an input device assembly 420, an output device as-
sembly 422, and a communication connector 424, which
may be considered a part of the input device assembly
420 and/or the output device assembly 422 in various
embodiments. The communication connector 424 may
be, for instance, a USB connector 424. The controller
418 is operably connected to the input device assembly
420, the output device assembly 422 and the communi-
cation connector 424.
[0061] As shown in FIGS. 54-55, in this example, the
side button 450 is located at the three o-clock position,

generally on the opposite side of the housing 416 from
previous embodiments. Testing has found that for some
users, this location can be more ergonomically preferred.
The housing 416 also has the pair of protrusions 444 for
cooperating with the apertures in the wristband 414 for
securing the electronic module. The protrusions 444 are
located for improved fit for user’s having smaller wrists.
The mounting core associated with the wristband in prior
embodiments is eliminated in this design.
[0062] FIGS. 56-61 also show different exploded views
of the various components of the electronic module 412.
It is noted that the main controller 418 can be connected
in a sub-assembly that is received in the cavity of the
housing 416 wherein the glass or crystal 439 is placed
over the controller sub-assembly similar to the watch 100
of FIGS. 22-49. It is further understood that the input but-
tons have tactile surfaces for enhanced operability of the
watch. The watch 400 further includes a piezo speaker
for audio feedback (FIG. 60). The components of the con-
troller sub-assembly are formed in a similar fashion as
described above regarding the watch 100 of FIGS. 22-49.
[0063] FIGS. 59-63 show the communication connec-
tor 424 in greater detail. In this example the communica-
tion connector 424 is a separate member that is connect-
ed to the housing 416 and also in operable communica-
tion with the controller 418. As discussed, the communi-
cation connector 424 is in the form of a USB connector
424. As shown in FIG. 61, the USB connector 424 gen-
erally includes a base member 480 and a lead assembly
481. The base member 480 has mounting structure 482
and a leg 483 extending from the mounting structure 482.
The mounting structure 482 defines a floor 484 having a
plurality of openings 485 extending from the floor 484
and into the mounting structure 482. In an example, the
mounting structure 482 has four openings 485. The
mounting structure 482 further has three protrusions 486
extending vertically upwards. The lead assembly 481 has
a first lead segment 487 and a second lead segment 488.
The first lead segment 487 includes a plurality of leads
supported by the leg 483 and having ends extending into
the mounting structure 482 and into the openings 485.
Thus, in an example, the first lead segment 487 includes
four leads. The leads 487 are embedded in the leg such
as by an injection molding process wherein the plastic is
injected into a mold around the leads 487. The second
lead segment 488 incudes a plurality of leads 488 and in
an exemplary embodiment, four leads. In a further ex-
ample the second leads 488 are resilient members such
as in the form of wire springs 488. Each second lead 488
is inserted into a respective opening in the mounting
structure 482. One end of each second lead 488 is in
engagement with a respective first leads 487 (FIG. 62).
Opposite ends of the second leads 488 extend out of the
openings in the mounting structure. As shown in FIGS.
58-63, the mounting structure 482 is inserted into a re-
cess in a bottom of the housing 416 and secured thereto
via suitable fasteners 489. Fasteners can be screws, ad-
hesives, welding or other securing members. The recess
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further has three apertures that receive the three protru-
sions 486 on the mounting structure 482. A gasket 490
is also included around the second leads 488 and is sand-
wiched between the mounting structure 482 and a portion
of the housing 416. The second leads 488 extend through
an opening in the bottom of the housing 416 wherein the
ends of the second leads 488 are in operable connection
with corresponding openings in the controller 418. When
the USB connector 424 is connected to the housing 416,
the second leads 488 are in a compressed state. Accord-
ingly, an operable conductive connection is provided
from the controller 418 to the ends of the first leads 487
supported by the leg 483. The USB connector 424 is
easily inserted into the user’s computer for data transfer
as described above (FIGG. 10). This USB connector de-
sign provides a secure and robust connection between
the connector and the housing. This construction also
minimizes the chance of moisture entering the housing
via this connection. This configuration further allows for
USB leads to be embedded in the leg via an injection
molding process wherein the housing can be selected
from various metal materials if desired.
[0064] As discussed, the example of the watch shown
in FIGS. 50-64 has all of the same operability character-
istics described herein. Accordingly, the user interface
features including the GPS features described herein are
applicable to this watch embodiment.
[0065] Many examples described herein disclose a
USB connector for data transfer between the electronic
module and the user’s computer and/or the remote site.
The communication connector of the watch can also take
other forms. In one example, the communication connec-
tor can be a plug in connector such as shown in FIG. 21.
The connector may have a cord with plug members to
be inserted into the electronic module and the user’s com-
puter. The plug members that are inserted into the elec-
tronic module to secure the plug member can be mag-
netic members and also serve as data transfer members.
Thus, data transmission can occur through the magnetic
connectors if desired.
[0066] As discussed herein, the watch may employ
various antennas for communication capabilities. The
antennas can take various forms including chip antennas
or sheet metal antennas. The sheet metal antenna may
be a thin planar member positioned around a periphery
of the display and sandwiched between the display and
the crystal. The antennas are contained within the hous-
ing and in operable connection with the controller. The
watch may further employ a GPS antenna in certain em-
bodiments. The watch can employ a first antenna dedi-
cated to communicate with the foot sensor and heart rate
sensor and a second antenna dedicated to communicate
with the GPS receiver chip.
[0067] FIGS. 65-69 disclose another example of the
watch generally designated with the reference numeral
500. Similar to previous examples, the watch 500 gen-
erally includes an electronic module 512 and a carrier
514. It is understood that the watch 500 has all the func-

tional characteristics of other examples described herein
including user interface and GPS features.
[0068] As further shown in FIG. 66, the watch 500 has
a connector 524 structured in an alternate configuration.
The connector 524 is operably connected to the electron-
ic module 512 and is incorporated into the carrier 514.
The carrier 514 is in the form of a wristband in the exam-
ple. A distal end 515 of the wristband 514 is in the form
of a USB connector and represents the connector 524.
The connector 524 has leads 525 at the distal end that
define the USB connector 524. A plurality of flexible con-
ductor connectors 527 are embedded in the wristband
514 and have one end operably connected to the con-
troller of the electronic module 512 and another end op-
erably connected to the leads 525 of the connector 524.
The flexible connectors 527 may be bundled together if
desired or can be embedded in separate fashion within
the wristband 514. As further shown in FIGS. 66-69, the
wristband 514 also has a cap member 580 at another
segment of the wristband 514. The cap member 580 has
a first slot 581 to accommodate the wristband segment
to mount the cap member 580. The cap member 580 has
a second slot 582 positioned on the cap member 580
generally adjacent to the first slot 581. When a user is
wearing the watch 500, the distal end 515 of the wristband
514 having the connector 524 incorporated therein is in-
serted into and received by the second slot 582 as shown
in FIGS 67-68. The cap member 580 thus protects the
USB connector 524.
[0069] Consistent with the description herein, the con-
nector 524 is inserted into the USB port of a computer
for data transfer. Data can be transferred between the
electronic module 512, the user’s computer, as well as
a remote site as described herein. Other operational fea-
tures described herein are incorporated into the watch
500.
[0070] FIGS. 70-73 disclose an additional variation of
the example of FIGS. 65-99. As shown in FIGS. 70-73,
the wristband 514 has a cover member 584 positioned
proximate the distal end 515 of the wristband 514. The
cover member 584 is hingedly connected to the wrist-
band 514 proximate the distal end 515. As shown in FIG.
71, the cover member 584 has a recessed portion 586
therein that accommodates the connector 524. The cover
member 584 is moveable between a first position and a
second position. In a first position as shown in FIG. 72,
the cover member 584 covers the USB connector 524 at
the distal end 515. The recessed portion 586 receives
the connector 524. Accordingly, the leads 525 of the USB
connector 524 are protected by the cover member 584.
As shown in FIG. 72, the distal end 515 with the cover
member 584 in the first position can be inserted into the
second slot 582 of the cap member 580. The slot 582 of
the cap member 580 may be sized to accommodate the
distal end with the cover member 584. As shown in FIG.
70, the cover member 584 is movable to the second po-
sition exposing the leads of the USB connector 524 by
pivoting the cover member 584 away from the distal end
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515. The leads 525 of the USB connector 524 are then
exposed wherein the USB connector 524 can be plugged
into the USB port of a computer for data transfer as de-
scribed herein with reference to FIG. 10.
[0071] FIGS. 74-77 disclose another variation of the
watch, similar to the example of FIGS. 70-73 and similar
structures will be referenced with similar reference nu-
merals. The watch also has a cover member 584 hingedly
connected to the wristband 514. The cover member 584
may be connected to the wristband 514 via a support
member attached to the wristband. The cover member
584 also has the recessed portion 586 to accommodate
the USB connector 524 at the distal end 515 of the wrist-
band 514. The cover member 584 has a protrusion 588
on an inside surface. The cover member 584 is moveable
between a first position and a second position. In a first
position as shown in FIG. 75, the cover member 584 cov-
ers the USB connector 524 at the distal end 515. Accord-
ingly, the leads 525 of the USB connector 524 are pro-
tected by the cover member 584. As shown in FIG. 74,
the distal end 515 with the cover member 584 in the first
position can be connected to the other portion of the wrist-
band 514 wherein the protrusion 588 is received in an
aperture in the wristband 514. As shown in FIG. 76, the
cover member 588 is movable to the second position
exposing the leads of the USB connector 524 by pivoting
the cover member 584 away from the distal end 515. The
leads of the USB connector 524 are then exposed where-
in the USB connector 524 can be plugged into the USB
port of a computer for data transfer as described herein
with reference to FIG. 10.
[0072] FIGS. 78-85 disclose additional structures
wherein the USB connector 524 is incorporated into the
wristband such as in the embodiments of FIGS. 65-77.
In certain examples the USB connector 524 has a lead
assembly that is incorporated into the wristband via cer-
tain injection molding processes. FIGS. 78-79 disclose
the formation of a portion of the wristband 514 via an
injection molding process. As shown in FIG. 78, the USB
connector 524 includes a cable assembly 590 that are in
conductive communication with the USB leads at the dis-
tal end of the connector 524. The cable assembly 590 is
laid in a mold wherein a first shot of injected molded ma-
terial is injected into the mold and around the cable as-
sembly to form a portion of the wristband as shown in
FIG. 79. As can be appreciated from FIG. 80, a second
shot of injected molded material is injected into the mold
to form the wristband 514.
[0073] FIGS. 81-83 disclose another process in form-
ing the wristband 514. As shown in FIG. 81, a first shot
of injection molded material 592 is injected into a mold
and includes a central groove 593 therein and forming a
partial assembly. As shown in FIG. 82, the cable assem-
bly 590 is laid into the groove 593 in a partial assembly.
As shown in FIG. 83, a second shot of injection molded
material is injected into the mold to form the wristband
514.
[0074] FIGS. 84 and 85 disclose a plug insert 594 of

the USB connector. As a distal end, the cable assembly
590 has four flexible conductors 527 extending there-
from. Each conductor 527 extends and is connected to
a respective USB lead 525 in the plug assembly 594.
The cable assembly 590 is dimensioned to be as thin as
possible while still allowing sufficient reliability while the
thickness of the injected molded material is set so as to
provide sufficient protection of the cable assembly but
providing for a comfortable fit around a user’s wrist.
[0075] It is understood that the various examples of
the athletic watch described above can incorporate and
include the operational features, user interface features
and GPS functionality as describe herein. It is further
understood that combinations of the various features can
also be included in the various examples of the athletic
watches.

OPERATION AND USER INTERFACE

[0076] It is understood that the portable electronic
module 12 of the watch 10 has associated software to
function with the user interfaces associated with the
watch 10. In one arrangement, one or more processors
such as that of controller 18 may be configured to execute
one or more computer readable instructions stored in
computer readable media (e.g., memory of controller 18)
to perform various functions including generating one or
more user interfaces and processing the input and inter-
actions received therethrough. As explained in greater
detail below, in addition to having chronograph functions
like a conventional watch, the watch 10 has additional
athletic functionality. For example, a user wearing shoes
having a sensor(s) 1 mounted therein or a heart rate mon-
itor can use the watch 10 to wirelessly communicate with
the sensor(s) 1 and monitor performance such as during
exercise including running. Other sensor types can also
be incorporated for use by the user and communication
with the watch 10. The watch 10 can record and monitor
athletic performance of the user.
[0077] Generally, the user controls operation of the
watch 10 utilizing the three inputs described above,
namely the side button 50, the end button 52 and the
shock button 54. These inputs are configured such that
the user provides inputs along first, second and third ax-
es. In an exemplary embodiment, the inputs are config-
ured in a tri-axes configuration, namely an x-y-z axes
configuration (FIG. 2). This provides an enhanced user
friendly user interface wherein the user can easily control
operation of the watch 10 while participating in athletic
activity. As can be appreciated from FIG. 10, the side
button 50 is typically actuated by a user squeezing or
pinching the side button 50 and opposite housing side
36 generally along the x-axis. The end button 52 is typ-
ically actuated by a user squeezing or pinching the end
button 52 and opposite housing end 30 generally along
the y-axis (FIG. 12). Finally, the shock button 54 is typi-
cally actuated by the user tapping the front side 38 of the
housing 16, typically the crystal 39, generally along the

25 26 



EP 2 424 629 B1

15

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

z-axis (FIGS. 14,22). As explained in greater detail be-
low, the side button 50 is normally utilized to scroll or
cycle through a list of items or values within the user
interface, by pressing up or down in order to scroll through
the list of items. The end button 52 is normally utilized
for selecting items within the user interface, such as the
options of "SELECT" and "OK." The shock button 54 is
generally utilized for lighting the backlight and other spe-
cific functions such as marking of laps. For example, to
light the backlight associated with the controller 18 and
display 56, a user can simply tap the crystal 39. As also
discussed in greater detail below, a user can tap the crys-
tal 39 to actuate the shock button 54 to "mark" a segment
of an athletic performance. The user may also have the
ability to customize the buttons to their own preferences
by utilizing the set-up functionality within the watch 10 or
other software such as from a desktop utility associated
with the watch 10 as well as remote site functionality that
may be inputted into the watch 10 such as through the
USB connector 24.
[0078] In reference to FIGS. 86-140, the user interface
has two different modes. The first mode is an out-of-work-
out ("OOWO") mode. The OOWO mode is used for nor-
mal operation when the user is not participating in an
athletic performance. The second mode is an in-workout
("IWO") mode for controlling, displaying, and recording
a user’s athletic performance, such as a run. The OOWO
mode is used to guide a user to the IWO mode such as
when starting a run.
[0079] In the OOWO mode, the user interface provides
a plurality of menu selections for operation of a plurality
of sub-modes. While the selections can vary, in an
example , the menu selections include: a Time of Day
mode, a Settings mode, a Run mode (which includes the
IWO mode), a Last Run mode, a Remote Site mode, and
an Extended Feature mode (FIG. 86b). In FIG. 86c, the
menu selections may further include a records mode in
which a user may view workout records set by the user.
For example, the user may view the fastest run, farthest
distance run, most calories burned, fastest pace, longest
time run and the like.
[0080] FIGS. 127 and 129 illustrate example sequenc-
es of interfaces in which a user may navigate through a
menu list that includes a clock mode, a run mode, a last
run mode and a records mode. A last run option in the
menu interface may scroll within the highlight bar or re-
gion to display additional information (e.g., a number of
saved workouts).
[0081] FIG. 128 illustrates a sequence of interfaces
that may be displayed upon a user completing a soft reset
of watch 10.
[0082] FIGS. 130a and 130b illustrate a map defining
a navigation sequence through multiple interfaces for
monitoring and tracking workouts. For example, a user
may select a clock option, run option, last run option and
a records option all from a top level menu. The interfaces
of FIGS. 130a and 130b further display examples of in-
formation that may be displayed upon selection each of

the options.
[0083] In the Time of Day mode, or the T.O.D. mode,
the chronograph functions associated with the watch 10
are generally used and displayed such as shown in FIGS.
107a and 107b. The display in the T.O.D. mode can be
customized by the user as further described herein. If a
different mode of the user interface is selected, a user
can scroll through the menu selections using the side
button 50 and then select the T.O.D. mode using the end
button 52. The T.O.D. mode may be the default setting
for the watch 10. As discussed, the display 56 includes
the plurality of different display fields. In these fields, the
time of day, date and day of week may be displayed.
Variations on how this information is displayed in the dis-
play fields can also be set by the user in the Settings
mode as described below. The display 56 may also in-
clude a performance display field that can constantly dis-
play current information such as, weekly runs, distance
run and/or calories burned over certain periods of time,
as well as goals or records. Such performance values
can be updated as desired. It is understood that the dis-
play 56 has a backlight associated therewith that deac-
tivates after a predetermined time of inactivity. The user
may tap the front side 38 to light the backlight to illuminate
the display 56.
[0084] By scrolling through the menu selections using
the side button and depressing the end button at the Set-
tings mode, the user can set certain values and features
of the watch 10. In one exemplary embodiment, the menu
selections of the Settings mode include a Time/Date
function, a Calibrate function, a Sensor function and a
Sounds function.
[0085] In the Time/Date function (FIG. 96), control-
ler/the user interface will display the time and date as
currently set within the controller. The controller may dis-
play a pair of arrows above and below the numbers in
the display field to be set. Depressing the end button sets
the correct value. The user continues this process to set
the complete Time and Date. It is understood that the
Time can be set in military time if desired. The order of
the month, day and year could also be arranged as de-
sired. Once the proper time and date have been set, the
user is prompted to select Accept or Cancel. Selecting
Accept takes the user back to the initial menu selection
of the Settings Mode. The user can also then select "EX-
IT" from the Settings mode menu to return to a default
setting such as the T.O.D. mode.
[0086] As shown in FIG. 97a, using the side button 50
and end button 52, a user can scroll and select the Cal-
ibrate function in the Settings mode. This allows the user
to calibrate a sensor, such as the shoe-based sensor, to
ensure accurate time-distance calculations for the ath-
letic performances. As shown in FIG. 97a, once Calibrate
is selected by pressing the end button 52, the controller
will then display the message "WORKOUT TYPE," with
the selection of "RUN" or "WALK" or "EXIT." The user
may then select "RUN" and the controller will then display
a list of the user’s past runs. The highlighted workout
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displays the date and distance, toggling between each,
so the user knows what the date and distance was for
that workout. The user may then select the date of the
run that the user wants to use for the calibration. The
controller then displays the "ADJUST DISTANCE"
screen. The user will then be able to adjust the distance
in order to ensure the proper distance is entered into the
controller. The controller may display a pair of arrows
above and below the numbers for adjusting distance. The
user can use the side button 50 to increment or decre-
ment the numbers for the time. The user may then press
the end button 52 to move to the next number. The user
may continue this process while setting the correct dis-
tance as shown in FIG. 97a. After the user completes
adjustment of the distance values, the controller displays
an "ACCEPT/CANCEL" selection screen. Once the user
presses the end button 52 to select "ACCEPT," the con-
troller displays a "CALIBRATE COMPLETE" screen and
returns to the Settings selection screen. If the distance
exceeds a preset authorized range, the controller will dis-
play a "CALIBRATE FAILED" screen. The user would
then be prompted to re-input a proper distance as de-
scribe above. A calibration can also cancelled by the us-
er. It is understood that additional parameters can be
added to the calibration process such as incorporating
the user’s inseam length and/or height with stride length.
[0087] FIG. 97b illustrates another example series of
interface for calibrating a sensor and workout. The cali-
bration method may depend on the type of workout and
thus, the interfaces may allow the user to select the type
of workout.
[0088] In the Settings mode, the user can also link new
sensors to the watch 10. As shown in FIG. 98, several
menu options are displayed in the Settings mode, name-
ly: TIME:DATE, CALIBRATE, SENSORS, and
SOUNDS. The user selects the "SENSORS" option using
the side button 50 and the end button 52 consistent with
the description above. The controller then displays the
message "WALK TO LINK." After a set amount of time
while the user walks, the watch 10 detects the sensor
and the controller displays an "OK" screen for a set period
of time. The user can then utilize other functions of the
user interface. As further shown in FIG. 99, the user can
also set the distance units in either miles or kilometers
using the buttons 50,52 consistent with the description
above.
[0089] It is further understood that the user interface
has a Sounds selection as part of the Settings menu (FIG.
100). The user has the option to have the Sounds on or
off, as well as having the Sounds on only during a run in
the IWO mode. The Settings menu may also have a
Weight menu selection (FIG. 102) wherein a user can
enter weight information to further enhance the perform-
ance features of the watch 10. As shown FIG. 101, the
user can also select a COACH mode from the settings
menu. Additional features regarding the COACH mode
will be described in greater detail below.
[0090] As further shown in FIGS. 103, the Settings

mode includes a menu selection for "Laps." The Laps
function allows a user to manually or automatically apply
certain demarcations to the performance data as dis-
played to the user as further described below. Generally,
the Laps function is utilized by tapping the front side 38
of the watch 10 as described above, and generally the
crystal 39 which activates the shock sensor 54. As dis-
cussed, the user can scroll through the menu selections
and select "Laps." As shown in FIG. 103, a plurality of
Laps types is available regarding the "Laps" function.
First, the user can select that the Laps function be turned
off. In other settings, the Laps function can be set to other
types including Manual, Auto or Interval. If the user se-
lects the Manual setting for the Laps function, the con-
troller then displays the general Settings menu wherein
a user can proceed with further activity. In this setting,
the user can mark laps by tapping the crystal 39. For
example as shown in FIG. 15, the user may tap the watch
10 to mark a lap, which when the user connects the mod-
ule 12 to the Remote Site, the laps will be marked with
indicia marks on a run curve such as shown in FIG. 14.
If the user selects the Auto setting, the user interface
displays an "Auto Lap Every" screen. The user can then
select whether a lap will be marked at a certain time, e.g.
every 10 minutes, or at each mile or kilometer. The user
also has the option of multiple auto-marking intervals,
e.g., marking 1mile and then every 1 minute. Once se-
lected, a review screen is displayed, wherein the user
can accept the selection. If the user selects the Interval
Laps type, additional screens are displayed prompting
additional inputs from the user. These inputs will be de-
scribed in further detail below in relation to the Run mode.
A "Run For" screen is displayed wherein the user enters
the distance to run. Once the distance is entered, a Rest
For screen is displayed wherein the user enters the time
the user will rest after the distance entered is run. As
further shown in FIG. 103, the user is prompted to Accept
the entered values. The user can also choose to Cancel
the entered values wherein the initial Laps Interval screen
is displayed for the user.
[0091] If the user selects "LAPS," the controller may
display the times of each of the laps for the past run. The
controller will also display the numbered lap along with
the time for the lap-time in a scrolling feature when the
cursor is over that certain lap. If the user selects OK while
the cursor is over a lap, the controller will display the
specific data for that lap, such as pace, total workout
time, and total distance.
[0092] Once various values and parameters are set in
the Settings mode, the user can select the Run mode
using the side button 50 and end button 52 as shown in
FIG. 86b. The Run mode will enter the user into the in-
work-out (IWO) as describe above. Once selected, the
user is prompted to link to sensors worn by the user. In
an example, the sensor is a shoe-based sensor such as
an accelerometer and/or a heart rate monitor.
[0093] If the user has not previously linked a heart rate
sensor to the watch 10, the user interface will attempt to
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detect the shoe-based sensor as shown in FIG. 86a.
Thus, after entering the Run mode, the controller 18 dis-
plays the "Walk To Connect" screen with a shoe-shaped
icon. The shoe-shaped icon is in outline form and in a
blinking mode to indicate that the sensor has not yet been
detected. It is understood that certain shortcuts can be
provided to start a run such as pressing the one of the
input buttons for a predetermined amount of time, such
as pressing and holding the end button for two seconds.
The user walks so that the watch 10 detects the sensor.
The controller starts a timeout timer countdown for a pre-
set time, such as 15 seconds. If a sensor is not detected
within the preset time, the controller displays a screen
indicating "Sensor Not Found" wherein the user can re-
initiate the detecting process. Once properly detected, a
"Ready" screen is displayed wherein the shoe-shaped
icon is darkened and not blinking to indicate that the sen-
sor has been properly detected. A "Start/End" selection
is also displayed. Once the user selects the "Start" option,
the watch 10 begins recording the athletic performance
include speed, distance and other parameters such as
calories burned.
[0094] FIG. 86d illustrates another example of begin-
ning a run with only a shoe-based sensor. As discussed
above with respect to FIG. 86a, a user may select a run
option and subsequently receive an instruction to walk
or move in order to connect the shoe-based sensor to
watch 10. During the run, a user’s pace and distance may
be displayed. If the user interacts with the interface (e.g.,
by selecting an OK button, tapping on a touch-screen),
the run monitor may be suspended or paused. A user
may subsequently choose to continue or end the run.
When the run is ended, an interface displaying "RUN
ENDED" may be displayed and, after a predefined
amount of time, a run summary be displayed.
[0095] FIG. 86e illustrates another example series of
user interfaces for initiating and conducting a run using
multiple sensors such as a shoe-based sensor and a
heart rate sensor. Depending on the desired type of run
or the preferred display information, the interfaces may
display distance information, pace information, elapsed
time information, calories, clock, heart rate, lap splits and
the like. Combinations of information may be displayed
using bi- or tri-level display configurations. For example,
distance and/or pace information may be displayed along
with an elapsed time.
[0096] The controller then displays a Run Layout
screen such as shown in interface J of FIG. 86b. The
display screen may be in the form of a three-tiered display
such as shown in interface J of FIG. 86b. The Run Layout
screen may include the pace per mile, total workout time,
and total distance, which is constantly updated during
the athletic performance. The user can also modify the
Run Layout screen wherein the performance data is dis-
played in a two-tiered display. A desktop utility software
application associated with the user interface provides
these options for the user as explained in further detail
below. The two-tiered display allows the user to select

data as desired that is displayed in a larger font, such as
only displaying total workout time and calories. The user
can also configure the layout to include additional infor-
mation such as calories burned, heart-rate beats-per-
minute, or time of day.
[0097] FIG. 87 discloses the screens the controller 18
displays when the user had previously linked heart rate
monitor to the watch 10. Once the Run mode is selected,
the controller displays the "Walk to Connect" screen sim-
ilar to the discussion above, but now with a shoe-shaped
icon and a heart-shaped icon, corresponding to the heart
rate monitor. The shoe-shaped icon and the heart-
shaped icon are both in outline form and in blinking mode
to indicate that the sensors have not yet been detected.
The user walks so that the watch 10 detects the sensors.
The controller starts a timeout timer countdown for a pre-
set time, such as 15 seconds. If a sensor is not detected
within the preset time, the controller displays a screen
indicating "Sensor Not Found" wherein the user can re-
initiate the detecting process. Once properly detected, a
"Ready" screen is displayed wherein the shoe-shaped
icon and heart-shaped icon are darkened and not blinking
to indicate that the sensors have been properly detected.
As further shown in the FIG. 86e, depending on the sen-
sor detected first by the watch 10, the shoe-shaped icon
or the heart-shaped icon may be darkened while the other
is still in outline form indicating that the watch 10 is de-
tecting. A "Start/End" selection is also displayed with the
"Ready" screen. Once the user selects the "Start" option,
the watch 10 begins recording the athletic performance
including speed, distance, heart rate and other parame-
ters such as calories burned.
[0098] FIGS. 92a and 92b further show screens dis-
played if the sensors being used are low in battery power.
A battery empty icon is shown within the sensor icon in
such case. Thus, the battery empty icon is shown within
the shoe-shaped icon or the heart-shaped icon. Alarms
can also be displayed for low memory or full memory.
[0099] As the user continues in the athletic perform-
ance, the watch 10 constantly records and stores the
data associated therewith. Performance data is also con-
stantly displayed on the watch 10. As discussed, the dis-
play 56 may be set in the three-tier mode or the two-tier
mode. As shown in the FIGS. 86e and 87, for instance,
the controller may utilize labels associated with the data.
For example, the label "PACE" may scroll across the top
of the display and then the pace value (6’58"/mi) is con-
stantly displayed. Such scrolling labels could also be
used for the other metrics set to be displayed by the user.
For example, FIG. 87 show that the display screens can
be set to show scrolling labels and values such as heart
rate, calories, time and chronograph. The labels could
also be turned off or configured to scroll periodically dur-
ing the athletic performance. If the Laps function is turned
off or not utilized during the athletic performance, the
user can pause the performance by pressing an input
button. Once paused as shown in FIG. 87, the controller
provides a menu selection for the user to Continue or to
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End the workout. If End is selected, the Run Ended
screen is displayed as shown in FIG. 87. The controller
is also configured to provide a shortcut to end a workout
by pressing and holding the end button 52. This shortcut
is provided when the user is in the IWO mode such as
during a run.
[0100] As discussed above, the user has the option to
utilize the Laps function by tapping the front side 38, or
crystal 39 of the watch 10, which marks a lap providing
additional functionality of the watch 10. As shown in
FIGS. 15 and 87, once the user taps the crystal 39, the
shock button 54 is activated marking a lap wherein a
"Lap" screen is displayed. A "Lap 2" screen is displayed
and it is understood that Lap 1, Lap 2, Lap 3 screens and
so on will be displayed based on the number of Laps
marked by the user. The Lap screen is displayed in a
reverse configuration wherein the background is dark-
ened and the indicia shown in a "white" configuration
(See also "Personal Record" screen in FIGS. 90a and
90b). Upon marking a lap, it is understood that the back-
light is lit and the controller is configured to prevent any
further laps from being marked for a set period of time
such as 6 seconds. This time prevention protects against
accidental taps. Once a lap is marked, the controller dis-
plays the Run Information Screen that shows perform-
ance data for that current lap. The backlight remains lit
and the screen remains in a reversed darkened config-
uration with the indicia shown in "white" figures. As further
shown, the pace, time (chronograph) and distance is dis-
played for a set amount of time, such as 5 seconds. The
time and distance are shown as values for only that lap
that has been marked and the pace displayed is the av-
erage pace over the lap interval.
[0101] After the predetermined time to display the lap
performance data, the controller then displays the ongo-
ing run data display screen. Thus, the pace, time and
distance are again displayed. It is understood that the
controller can be configured to display performance data
relating to the total workout if desired wherein the overall
average pace, total time and total distance is displayed
while the user continues with the athletic performance.
It is also understood, that the controller can be configured
to display the current lap performance data wherein the
average pace for the current lap, current lap time and
current lap distance is displayed. A combination of total
data and lap data can also be displayed based on user
preferences. Other performance data can also be dis-
played as part of the Run data display screen such as
heart rate, calories, time of day, and time (chronograph).
The controller can be configured to display any combi-
nations of these data metrics in the various locations as
well as in total data or lap data. It is further understood
that the user can continue to mark additional laps by tap-
ping the crystal 39 and activating the shock button 54.
Data will continue to be displayed as discussed above.
In one example, the display shown in FIG. 87 is particu-
larly utilized when the LAPS function is set in the manual
mode. In such case, after a first lap is marked by tapping

the crystal 39, the chronograph is displayed at the top
row of the display. From then on, the larger center row
displays the delta time, i.e., the lap time elapsed for the
current lap. In addition, in the Laps function when using
multiple sensors (foot sensor and heart rate sensor), the
watch 10 captures data relating to chronograph, lap time,
distance delta, average pace for that lap, average heart
rate for that lap, and calorie delta but only displays pace
delta, lap time and distance delta.
[0102] The user can pause recording of the athletic
performance data by pressing the end button 52. As
shown, a Paused screen is displayed with a Continue
and End menu selection. When paused, the title bar acts
as a ticker cycling through the user’s chosen metrics
(PAUSED - CHRONO - DISTANCE - PACE - HEART
RATE - CALORIE - TIME OF DAY). Thus, the PAUSED
title is displayed and then moves from right to left on the
display wherein the numerical chronograph value scrolls
onto the display from right to left, then followed by the
distance numerical value, and so on for the other chosen
metrics. If the user selects Continue, the watch 10 will
resume recording performance data as discussed above.
If the user selects End, the Run Ended screen is dis-
played. It is understood that a shortcut to end a run can
be provided wherein the user can press and hold the end
button 52 while in the IWO mode which will also stop the
recording of data and display the Run Ended screen. If
certain Goals are reached or other messages are pro-
vided by the watch, such information may be displayed
to the user as described in greater detail below (FIGS.
90a and 90b). After a predetermined amount of time such
as 2 seconds, a summary of the performance data is then
displayed for review by the user. In an example, a label
of the performance metric scrolls across the screen from
right to left followed by the numerical value of the data.
Five rows of data can be displayed although this can be
changed to add or subtract certain data. Thus, in one
example, the Time label scrolls across and the total time
is displayed. The Distance label scrolls across and the
total distance is displayed. The Pace label scrolls across
the screen and the average pace for the workout is dis-
played. The Heart Rate label scrolls across the screen
and the average heart rate in beats per minute (BPM) is
displayed. Finally, the Calories label scrolls across the
screen and the total number of calories burned is dis-
played. It is understood that if the watch 10 detects no
sensors for a certain amount of time, e.g., 25 minutes,
the watch 10 will go into the paused state automatically
and an audible alert can be sent via the speaker. If paused
for an additional predetermined period of time, e.g., five
minutes, after the auto-paused state, then the run will
automatically be ended. If the user entered the paused
state manually, then the run will be ended after a prede-
termined amount of time such as thirty minutes.
[0103] As shown in FIG. 88a, the user may have an
athletic performance or workout with the heart sensor
only and not a shoe based sensor. The user interface
displays similar screens as described above utilizing both
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the shoe-based sensor and the heart rate sensor. The
user initiates the Run mode wherein the watch detects
the previously linked heart rate sensor as described
above. As shown in FIG. 88a, the user interface displays
the Ready screen once the heart rate sensor is detected
wherein the heart icon is solid and not blinking while the
shoe-based sensor remains in outline form. Once the
user selects the Start menu selection, the watch 10 be-
gins recording the performance data associated with the
workout. In this instance, the user interface displays the
Run Layout screen, which may be custom set by the user
using the desktop utility application. For example, as
shown in FIG. 88a, the controller can display calories,
workout time, and heart rate (beats per minute - BPM) in
the three-tier mode. As described above, the label scrolls
across the display from right to left and then the value
remains displayed. In another example, the user may set
the Run Layout screen to show Time Of Day, workout
time, and heart rate. Other screen layouts are also pos-
sible using the associated desktop utility software. The
user performing a heart-rate only workout can also utilize
the Laps function similarly as described above. As shown
in FIG. 88a, the user can manually mark a lap by tapping
the crystal 39 wherein a Lap 1 is marked and the backlight
is illuminated. The user input (e.g., tapping the touch sen-
sitive display) might only be interpreted as a lap marking
when a user is currently performing an athletic activity
and/or a particular interface (e.g., a workout monitoring
interface) is displayed. After a predetermined amount of
time, e.g., 1 second, the data on the Run Layout screen
is again displayed as shown in FIG. 88a. The backlight
may remain illuminated for a certain time. In this mode
of operation, the Laps function captures and displays av-
erage heart rate, chronograph time and calories. The us-
er can choose to capture and display other data as de-
sired. The user can pause or end the workout, and it is
understood that the Pause and Run Ended functions are
similar as described above. Thus, when paused, the user
interface displays data in ticker fashion wherein the label
Paused scrolls across display, followed by the numerical
values for chronograph, heart rate and calories scrolling
across the display. Once the workout is ended, the per-
formance data is displayed as described above wherein
the label scrolls across the display followed by the nu-
merical value. This can be done for the various perform-
ance metrics chosen to be displayed by the user such
as workout time, heart rate and calories. After the per-
formance data is displayed for a predetermined amount
of time, the user interface returns to the Time Of Day
screen.
[0104] FIG. 88b illustrates another example series of
interface for initiating and recording a workout and for
allowing a user to manually mark laps during the run. For
example, to mark a lap a user may tap a screen or a
particular portion of the screen. Additionally, the interface
may be locked from marking another lap for a predefined
amount of time after the user has marked a lap. Such a
lockout functionality may prevent accidental marking of

laps (e.g., accidentally double tapping an interface).
FIGS. 88c and 88d illustrate interfaces where lap time
information may be displayed in a bottom position and a
top position, respectively, of a display, e.g., of watch 10.
For example, a lap indicator might not be incremented
or the incremented lap indicator might not be displayed
until a threshold amount of time (e.g., 5 seconds, 2 sec-
onds, 10 seconds, 1 minute, 5 minutes) has passed since
receiving the user input marking the lap. This may be
used to insure that accidental double tapping within a
short amount of time is not interpreted as multiple lap
markings. Additionally, in response to receiving a lap
marking (e.g., a user input through a touch sensitive dis-
play), an interface displaying a pace of immediately pre-
vious lap may be displayed. The pace display may be
displayed until the threshold amount of time has elapsed,
at which time a workout monitoring interface including a
statistic other than pace (e.g., distance of a current lap)
may be displayed. Alternatively, the interface may display
the same information with the exception of the updated
lap indicator.
[0105] As discussed above, with the Laps function, the
user can select the Interval option to perform an interval-
based athletic performance in the IWO mode. As shown
in FIG. 89a, the user walks in order for the watch 10 to
link with the shoe sensor and/or the heart rate sensor. If
the interval program has a distance setting in the pro-
gram, it will only apply to step/pedometer based workouts
such as the shoe sensor. As further shown in FIG. 89a,
if the interval program has a distance setting and the user
is performing a heart rate only workout, then Laps/inter-
vals will be temporarily disabled for that workout only. It
is understood, however, that if the interval program has
only a time setting, then the user can perform interval
training with a heart-rate only workout. Regardless, the
watch 10 links to the sensors being used and the Ready
screen is displayed.
[0106] FIG. 89a shows further screen views that the
user interface displays for an interval workout. For ex-
ample, once a user commences the interval workout by
pressing the select or end button 52, the interval settings
are displayed. Thus, as shown in FIG. 89a, the display
indicates the user will run for 20 minutes. The display
then indicates that the user will rest for 1 minute and 30
seconds. The user then commences the workout by
pressing the end button 52. As shown in FIG. 89a, the
user selected the three-tiered display with the desktop
utility. Thus, initially, the Run label is displayed at the top
row, the elapsed time is displayed in the larger middle
row and the distance is displayed in the bottom row. As
shown in FIG. 89a, after a predetermined time, the Run
label scrolls upwards wherein an interval countdown tim-
er is displayed wherein the 20 minute run interval is count-
ed down. It is further understood that in an interval work-
out, the delta time elapsed will be displayed in the larger
middle row in subsequent laps/interval periods. Using
the desktop utility, the user can specify that the chrono-
graph time can be displayed in the top row, or toggle
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loop, at the end of the loop.
[0107] As further shown in FIG. 89a, when the rest in-
terval is reached, the backlight is illuminated wherein the
user interface displays the Rest screen along with the
time specified. The time is shown counting down for a
predetermined time wherein the user interface displays
the Run layout screen. Thus, the Rest label is displayed
at the top row, the further elapsed time is displayed in
the larger middle row and, based on user preferences,
the time of day is displayed. The Rest label scrolls up-
wards wherein the rest interval time is displayed while
counting down. Once the next run interval is reached,
the user interface displays the Run screen with the des-
ignated time as shown in FIG. 89a and showing the back-
light illuminated. The designated Run time begins to
countdown. After a predetermined amount of time, the
Run layout screen again is displayed. The Run label is
displayed in the top row wherein the label scrolls upwards
wherein the next designated run time continues to count-
down. Further elapsed time is shown in the larger middle
row. The time of day is also displayed in the bottom row
as designated by the user.
[0108] FIG. 89b illustrates another example series of
interval training interfaces. The run interfaces may dis-
play instructions indicating whether the user is to run or
rest. Additionally, the run line of the display may scroll
(e.g., horizontally) to display an entirety of a message.
For example, if the text "RUN 19:56" does not fit within
the display area at the same time, the text may scroll to
the left or right (or vertically). FIG. 89c illustrates addi-
tional example interval training interfaces. As illustrated,
when a user is to transition from a rest to run mode (or
vice versa), the interface may be initially displayed in a
different manner (e.g., a first 3 seconds or other prede-
fined amount of time). For example, the background may
be backlit or displayed in a first color. After the predefined
amount of time, the background might no longer be back-
lit or displayed in a second color different from the first.
[0109] The user can end an athletic performance or
run as described above wherein the user interface dis-
plays the run ended screen. The user interface further
displays the summary information such as total workout
time, total distance, pace, heart rate and calories. As
shown in the figures, the user interface has the capability
of displaying additional information to the user. This in-
formation can be in the form of in-work-out alarms or
other messages to the user. Regarding the alarms, an
audible sound is emitted and the backlight is illuminated
for a predetermined time such as 5 seconds. In an ex-
ample, the alarms are not subject to timeouts wherein
the user must press the end button to dismiss the alarm.
[0110] As shown in FIGS. 90a, 90c, 92a and 92b, after
a run is ended, if the level of recorded performance data
nears a memory capacity of the electronic module, the
user interface displays the screen Low Memory as shown
in FIG. 90a. As discussed, the user must select the OK
option by pressing the end button to dismiss the alarm.
In this instance, the user is prompted to upload recorded

performance data to the remote site as discussed. This
alarm can also be displayed when a user seeks to com-
mence a workout.
[0111] As shown in FIG. 90a, the user interface may
display a MEMORY FULL alarm may at certain instanc-
es. For example, this alarm may be displayed when a
user attempts to initiate a run with no memory remaining.
In that case, the user interface may display the Run/Enter
screen, Time of Day screen or some other screen of the
user interface. The MEMORY FULL alarm may also oc-
cur during an athletic performance. In such case, the
alarm screen may not be immediately displayed at that
moment (it is understood that the user would have seen
the LOW MEMORY warning upon starting the workout
and ignored it). The system may stop recording data ex-
cept for the total length and duration of the run. When
the run is complete, the user may see this alert as part
of the end of run sequence.
[0112] As shown in FIG. 90a, the user interface may
display a Low Battery alarm. This alarm may be displayed
when the user initiates and ends a run with the battery
level equal to or below the reserve threshold. The reserve
threshold should allow the user to run for at least an hour
in an exemplary embodiment. FIG. 90c illustrates other
example low battery and low or full memory alarm mes-
sages.
[0113] FIG. 90a discloses additional messages the us-
er interface may display to the user. As previously dis-
cussed, athletic performance data is transferred between
the electronic module and the remote site dedicated to
storing and displaying the athletic performance data.
Thus, certain data can be compared and stored in the
electronic module to assist in displaying additional mes-
sages to the user. For example, as shown in FIG. 90a,
the user interface can display personal records associ-
ated with the user. As previously described, the display
can be reversed wherein the background of the display
screen is darkened with the indicia shown in white letter-
ing or perceptively different text. Thus, the electronic
module is capable of storing the user’s best personal
times for certain categories and then comparing the cur-
rent athletic performance data once the user ends an
athletic performance or a run. If the user surpasses a
previous time, the user interface can be configured to
display a message to the user such as "PERSONAL
RECORD" for a predetermined amount of time. The user
interface may then display various different screens
showing the user’s personal data such as fastest mile
with time data (FIG. 90a), fastest 5k with time data, fastest
10k with time data, or longest run with time data. Other
personal record categories can also be displayed. FIG.
90b illustrates example achievement messages for con-
gratulating the user on the goal achieved (e.g., best time,
longest run, best pace, etc.). For example, the interface
may display a message such as "RECORD SMASHED!"
or "CROWD GOES WILD!"
[0114] Additionally, there may be post workout alarms,
as further shown in FIG. 90a. During the RUN ENDED
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screen, if alarms need to be displayed, a black pop-up
may take over the screen growing from the center. If a
goal was reached during the workout, the title screen
"GOAL REACHED" is shown. If several goals were
reached during the workout, the title screen "GOALS
REACHED" uses the plural and is only shown once (not
prior to each goal that is displayed). Goals such as, total
distance, total workout times, pace, and calories burned
may be displayed as reached and ahead of target. For
example, as shown in FIG. 90a, goal messages may be
displayed such as running 120 miles in 12 weeks; running
15 times in 4 weeks; burning 1800 calories in 8 weeks;
having 5 runs under 7’35" in one month; or 5000 miles
reached. The user interface can also display a message
to the user that another user has left the user a message
wherein the user can review the message at the Remote
Site. After all alarms are displayed, the black pop-up
screen may retract itself and disappear. As soon as the
pop-up screen disappears, the user is lead to the sum-
mary screen for that run. FIG. 90b illustrates additional
example goal messages.
[0115] As shown in FIG. 91a, the user interface may
also display additional messages to the user. As dis-
cussed above when the user prepares to commence an
athletic performance, the user navigates through the user
interface wherein the user is instructed to so that the
watch 10 can detect and connect to the appropriate sen-
sor. It could occur that the watch does not detect a sensor.
As shown in FIG. 91a, after the watch 10 searches or
attempts to detect the sensor for a preset time, such as
15 seconds, and the watch 10 fails to detect a sensor,
the user interface displays a NO SENSOR FOUND mes-
sage. The user has the option of either linking a new
sensor by selecting the LINK NEW option, or by exiting
by selecting the EXIT option. If the user selects the LINK
NEW command, the user will be instructed to walk to link
and after a predetermined amount of time, the sensor
may then be detected and an OK screen will then be
displayed for 2 seconds. The controller will then display
the READY screen and the user can proceed with the
workout as previously described. If the user selects the
EXIT command, the user interface will display some other
screen such as the Time of Day screen.
[0116] During the sensor detect and connect process,
it can be possible for the watch to sense multiple sensors
such as when linking sensors while in close proximity to
other athletes also wearing sensors (e.g., at the start of
a race competition such as a 5k, 10k or marathon race).
Thus, as shown in FIG. 91a, the watch 10 of the user
may detect too many sensors. In this situation, the user
interface displays a "TOO MANY SENSORS" message
for a predetermined amount of time wherein then the user
interface displays a message to "WALK AWAY" in order
to resolve the sensor detection problems. If after a preset
time, such as 15 seconds, the conflict is not resolved,
the controller will exit back out to the RUN screen. If the
conflict is resolved within the preset time, such as 15
seconds, then the controller will stop blinking the icon in

question and go to the READY screen.
[0117] FIGS. 91b and 91c illustrate additional example
interfaces for linking new sensors. For example, FIG. 91b
illustrates interfaces for linking a new sensor when no
sensor is initially connected and FIG. 91c illustrates in-
terfaces for linking a new sensor when multiple sensors
have been detected.
[0118] The user interface allows a user to review past
athletic performances or runs. As discussed, the user
can upload run data recorded by the module 12 to the
Remote Site as well as download run data maintained
on the Remote Site. As shown in FIG. 93a, in the out-of-
workout-mode (OOWO), the user selects the LAST
RUNS option using the side button. The user interface
then displays the dates of the user’s latest runs. The user
can then select a particular date of run to review. The
user interface then displays a pair of options, allowing
the user to select "SUMMARY" or "LAPS." If the user
selects "SUMMARY" by pressing the end button, the user
interface displays any or all of the following information:
total workout time, total distance, pace, average heart-
rate, and/or total calories burned. After a predetermined
amount of time, the user interface may then return to the
previous Summary/Laps/Exit screen. If the user selects
the Laps option, the user interface displays the general
elapsed times for each lap of the run previously selected.
The user can then use the side button to scroll among
the lap data and select a particular lap. As shown in FIG.
93a, additional information for the selected lap is dis-
played such as pace, elapsed time for the selected lap,
and distance of the lap. FIG. 93b illustrates another ex-
ample series of interfaces through which a user may re-
view information associated with the last run.
[0119] Once a user uploads athletic performance data
to a remote location and the user selects the Last Run
option, the user interface will display a message, "All
Runs Uploaded" as shown in FIGS. 94 and 95. After a
predetermined amount of time, the user interface dis-
plays the date of the user’s last run. After a further pre-
determined amount of time, the user interface displays
the summary data for the last run as described above.
Thus, as shown in FIG. 94, the user interface displays
the following information relating to the last run: total time,
total distance, pace, average heart rate and calories
burned.
[0120] As discussed, the watch 10 also has the Re-
mote Site mode (FIG. 86b). As previously discussed, the
electronic module 12 is removable from the wristband 14
and plugged into the user’s personal computer or other
device such as gym equipment. Athletic performance da-
ta recorded by the watch 10 during a run can then be
uploaded to a Remote Site such as a site dedicated to
the storage and display of athletic performance data.
FIGS. 18 and 19-20 disclose additional features regard-
ing communication with the Remote Site. The Remote
Site may display the athletic performance data in certain
formats useful to the user. For example, the remote site
may display a plurality of run data for the user in a bar
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graph format. In addition, the remote site may display run
data in a line graph format FIGS. 14 and 19). The Remote
Site mode of the watch allows the user to download cer-
tain features of the Remote Site onto the watch 10. Thus,
the watch 10 is capable of displaying certain amounts of
athletic performance data and in a format useful to the
user.
[0121] As shown in FIG. 114, the user can scroll
through the main menu using the side button and select
the Remote Site option using the end button 52. The user
interface displays the Remote Site screen and the user
can select enter using the end button 52. The Remote
Site mode provides a plurality of menu options to the
user. As shown in FIG. 114, in an exemplary embodi-
ment, the user interface provides the following menu op-
tions: Weekly Runs (abbreviated "WK RUNS" on the dis-
play); Goals, Totals, Records and Exit. It is understood
that when the electronic module is plugged into the user’s
personal computer and connected to the remote site via,
for example, the desktop utility, user athletic data previ-
ously recorded by the electronic module and uploaded
to the remote site can be downloaded to the electronic
module to be displayed to the user as discussed herein.
[0122] The user can select the Weekly Run option. As
is shown in FIG. 114, the Weekly Run menu option dis-
plays a chart in the form of a bar graph representing the
run data for the past week, e.g., seven data entries for
Sunday through Saturday. It is understood the display
can be customized wherein the seven display can start
with a different day. The display could also be modified
to display data for a lesser amount of days such as Mon-
day through Friday. As further shown in FIG. 114, the
tallest bar represents the longest run for the current week
thus far. All other bars have a height relative to the tallest
bar. If there is no run data for a day of the week, the
corresponding bar will be a single pixel tall, even if that
bar represents today. It is understood the data display
can be animated building from left to right, wherein the
first bar line is displayed, such as Sunday data, followed
by Monday data and so on. The data is displayed at a
rate allowing the user to read each day of data as its
being displayed. As data is displayed for each day, an
underscore follows each day. Once the data is displayed
for the current day, the underscore remains under the
current day of data. The "WK TOTAL" heading then
scrolls on the display from left to right. The user can press
the side button scrolling up and down to control the ani-
mation of the weekly display. Thus, the user can review
data corresponding to a week of runs. It is understood
that this weekly data is constantly updated as the user
uploads data to the remote site as well as download data
from the remote site. It is also understood that the weekly
display of data can be built as data is recorded and stored
on the watch 10 as the user progresses through the week
run by run. As explained in greater detail below, the week-
ly data can also be displayed as part of the Time Of Day
display to be described in greater detail below.
[0123] As shown in FIG. 115, the user may select Goals

in the menu selections for the Remote Site mode. Once
the user selects Goals, the user interface displays a fur-
ther menu of different Goals including: Times, Distance,
Faster, Calories and Exit. The user can set such goals
relating to these metrics, for example, at the remote site
wherein data related to such goals is downloaded to the
electronic module from the remote site when the module
is plugged into the user’s computer and connected to the
remote site. With reference to FIG. 115, the user had
previously set a goal on the remote site to burn a certain
# of calories in a certain # of days. Data related to this
goal is downloaded to the electronic module in previous
operations consistent with the previous description. It is
understood that this data is updated upon successive
uploads and downloads of information regarding the re-
mote site. As shown in FIG. 115, the user selects Calories
from the menu selections. In response to this selection,
the user interface displays information relating to this goal
such as current number of calories burned, a gauge
member indicia and the amount of time that remains to
reach the goal. Thus, a particular value for the goal se-
lected is displayed at an upper portion of the display,
such as "15640 CAL" (calories goal). Following the stated
goal, a gauge member is shown in bar graph type format
to indicate whether the user is "ahead" or "behind" the
goal at this time. The gauge member may be displayed
using a horizontal bar with two arrows or calipers, a lower
caliper and a top caliper. The lower caliper may also have
an upwardly extending line extending into the horizontal
bar. The lower caliper indicates the target level of the
goal as of the current day. The target level is where the
user should be today in order to complete the goal on
time. The top caliper (and the filled in portion of the bar)
indicate the user’s actual level as of today. The user in-
terface also displays an indication as to how much time
remains to complete the goal, e.g. "28 DAYS LEFT." The
user interface is further configured to display this goal
information in animated form which provides suspense
to the user and a current sense of accomplishment to
further motivate the user to reach the goal. Accordingly,
it is understood that in response to selecting the CALO-
RIES selection goal, goal information is displayed to the
user in animated form. First, the goal is displayed to the
user such as, "Burn # calories in # wks/days." This mes-
sage scrolls off the display and the calorie data is dis-
played at the upper portion of the display counting up
from 0 to, for example, 15640 calories. Simultaneously,
an outline of the gauge member is displayed. The lower
caliper and the top caliper move from left to right while
the gauge member is darkened from left to right until the
lower caliper and top caliper reach their final positions.
An additional message is displayed at the lower portion
of the display such as, "# Ahead/Behind Target." This
message scrolls off of the display and the additional mes-
sage "28 DAYS LEFT" is displayed. The data shown in
FIG. 115 is displayed for a predetermined time such as
3 seconds wherein the display returns to the Remote Site
menu. The user can repeat this animation sequence in
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order to see this additional information again. If no goals
have been set by the user and the user selects the GOAL
selection in Remote Site menu selection shown in FIG.
115, the user interface is configured to display a message
to the user such as "SET GOALS AT REMOTE
SITE.COM". In addition, if the user has only set a single
goal, after selecting the GOAL menu selection, the user
interface proceeds directly to the animated goal data dis-
play thus skipping the additional goal menu shown. Goal
information can also be displayed in the Time Of Day
screen as described in greater detail below. In one or
more examples, goal information may be displayed in
the time of day screen when the user is not performing
athletic activity.
[0124] The Remote Site mode further has the TOTALS
feature that acts as activity meters or running odometers
on the watch 10. As shown in FIG. 116a, the TOTALS
feature may display various metrics over a user-selected
time. In an exemplary embodiment, the metrics may in-
clude, but not be limited to, total distance (in miles), e.g.
total mileage run ever, total work-out time (in hours), e.g.
total hours run, average pace, and total calories burned.
The TOTALS data is displayed in response to selecting
the TOTALS selection on the REMOTE SITE menu. The
TOTALS data is synchronized with existing totals stored
at the remote site. Accordingly, updated TOTALS data
is downloaded onto the watch 10 when the electronic
module is connected to the remote site via a computer.
In an example, the data is displayed in an animated fash-
ion. Thus, the display configuration includes an odome-
ter-type bar at a central location of the display, a metric
value at a top portion of the display and a unit value at a
bottom portion of the display. Thus, in response to se-
lecting the TOTALS menu selection, and as shown in
FIG. 116a, the controller displays "TOTAL DISTANCE"
and "MILES" scrolling upwards and wherein the odome-
ter member scrolls various numbers to the current total
distance value, e.g. 1234.5 miles. This data is displayed
for a predetermined amount of time wherein "TOTAL DIS-
TANCE" and "MILES" scroll upwards off the display and
wherein, as shown in FIG. 116a, the controller displays
"TOTAL TIME" and "HOURS" scrolling upwards and
wherein the odometer member scrolls various numbers
to the current total time value, e.g. 123.4 hours. This data
is displayed for a predetermined amount of time wherein
"TOTAL TIME" and "HOURS" scroll upwards off the dis-
play and wherein, the controller displays "TOTAL AVG.
PACE" and "PER MILE" scrolling upwards and wherein
the odometer member scrolls various numbers to the cur-
rent average pace value, e.g. 8’ 07" per mile. This data
is displayed for a predetermined amount of time
wherein "TOTAL AVG. PACE" and "PER MILE" scroll
upwards off the display and wherein the controller
displays "TOTAL CALORIES" and "BURNED" scrolling
upwards and wherein the odometer member scrolls var-
ious numbers to the current number of calories burned,
e.g. 180043. This data is displayed for a predetermined
amount of time wherein the controller then displays a

summary screen of the total distance, total time, total
average pace and total calories burned. The summary
screen is displayed for a predetermined amount of time
wherein the controller then displays the Remote Site
menu selections and then proceeds to the Time Of Day
screen. The display of the data in the described animated
forum provides a build-up of suspense for the user en-
hancing the user experience. It is understood that the
controller is configured such that pressing the end button
during the animation sequence halts the animation and
displays the summary screen of data. Pressing the side
button allows the user to proceed directly to the individual
screens shown in FIG. 116a. The user may also configure
the controller to display a selected metric continuously
on the display following the animation of this additional
information.
[0125] The Remote Site mode further has the
RECORDS feature wherein the controller displays cer-
tain metrics corresponding to personal records of the us-
er. This data is displayed in similar fashion s the Totals
data referred to in FIG. 116a. In an example the
RECORDS data displayed may include, but not be limited
to, the user’s: Fastest Mile, Fastest 5k, Fastest 10k and
Longest Run. The RECORDS data is similar to the post
workout alarms and motivational messages displayed to
the user after a run is ended. The RECORDS data is
displayed in response to selecting the RECORDS selec-
tion on the REMOTE SITE menu. The RECORDS data
is synchronized with existing data stored at the remote
site. Accordingly, updated RECORDS data is download-
ed onto the watch 10 when the electronic module is con-
nected to the remote site via a computer. In an example
the data is displayed in an animated fashion similar to
the animation described above regarding the TOTALS
feature. Thus, the controller may display a "FASTEST
MILE" heading along with a value, e.g. 6:52, for a prede-
termined amount of time. The controller then scrolls this
data from the display and displays a "FASTEST 5K"
heading along with a value and so forth for each record
metric. At the conclusion of the RECORDS data, a
RECORDS summary screen is displayed as shown in
FIG. 116a, listing each record data for the user’s fastest
mile, fastest 5k, fastest 10k and longest run. This anima-
tion also provides a building suspense for the user. FIG.
116b illustrates other example interfaces through which
a user may view current workout records set. In one or
more arrangements, if no longest distance, fastest mile
or longest run record has been defined, the interface may
display 0.0 for the longest distance or longest run. Addi-
tionally, the fastest mile may be displayed with no pace
information.
[0126] As previously discussed, the watch 10 is capa-
ble of communicating with the Remote Site dedicated to
athletic performance monitoring. The Remote Site may
include a training aid that provides training programs for
users to assist users in achieving certain goals. For ex-
ample, as shown in FIG. 117a, a user may seek assist-
ance in training for a 10k race. The Remote Site receives
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certain data inputted from the user wherein the training
aid then provides a set training program recommenda-
tions for how far the user should run each day and which
days the user should rest etc. The training program typ-
ically has a certain duration, e.g.; a certain number of
days.
[0127] If the user sets a training program on the Re-
mote Site, the program parameters are downloaded to
the watch 10 consistent with the description above. The
user can access the training program on the watch via
the Remote Site menu and under "WK RUNS." As further
shown in FIG. 117a, the controller is configured to display
the training program parameters for the current week. In
an exemplary embodiment, the parameters are dis-
played in animated fashion similar to the descriptions
above regarding the weekly runs description but with
some differences. The training program data is repre-
sented by bar members wherein empty bars represent
runs to be completed and solid bars represent runs al-
ready completed. The tallest bar represents the user’s
longest run for the current week thus far or the user’s
longest target run, whichever is greater. All other bars
have a height relative to the tallest bar. If there is no run
data for a day of the week, the corresponding bar will be
a single pixel tall, even if that bar represents the current
day. In addition, the weekly display is arranged so that
the current day is always in the center position. Thus, the
weekly display shows the training schedule for three days
prior to the current day and three days following the cur-
rent day.
[0128] In response to the user selecting "WK RUNS"
on the remote site menu, the animated display of data
commences. As shown in FIG. 117a, the first screen
shows the entire training week with empty bars instanta-
neously (no animation) along with the title, e.g. "10K
COACH." As shown in FIG. 117a, the animation builds
from left to right providing data for each day of the week.
FIG. 117a shows the animation for the first day, e.g.,
Saturday wherein a solid cursor is positioned under the
Saturday heading. The day and target mileage first
scrolls up and onto the display while flashing (on/off) the
empty target bar. Certain training days may have notes
from the training program wherein the note is scrolled at
a readable pace across the screen. For example, FIG.
117a shows that the Saturday 3.5 mile run was to be
completed "ON A HILLY ROUTE." The heading "YOU"
is then displayed along with the user’s actual run mileage
for that day, e.g. 4.0 miles. The run bar is then darkened.
FIG. 117a shows the remaining days for the training pro-
gram. The data for the next day is displayed wherein the
cursor moves to the Sunday heading wherein the user
was to run 4.0 miles on Sunday. The "YOU" heading is
displayed along with 0.0 miles indicating the user did not
run on Sunday. The target bar remains empty. The Mon-
day run data is then displayed wherein the user was to
run 2.5 miles. The user did not run on Monday and the
target bar remains empty. The run data for the current
day, e.g., Tuesday is then displayed wherein the user

was to run 5.0 miles. The data recorded indicates that
the user ran 1.3 miles and the target bar is partially dark-
ened in proportionate fashion. The target bars for the
future days will remain empty by definition and will not
require the "YOU" headings. As shown in FIG. 117, the
training program indicates that the user is to rest on
Wednesday, run 3.0 miles on Thursday and rest on Fri-
day. The final training program data is then displayed as
shown in FIG. 117a with the darkened/empty target bars
along with an indication that the current day represents
Day 119 of the 120 day training program. Pressing the
end button during the animation takes the user to the
final screen shown in FIG. 117a. The user can also con-
trol the animation using the side button wherein the user
can interactively move the blinking cursor to any desired
day. The run/target bars do not animate in that case but
the title text rolls up and down for a predetermined time
showing target mileage and actual mileage as appropri-
ate.
[0129] FIG. 117b disclose additional features of the us-
er interface. These features may be incorporated specif-
ically when the user has implemented a training schedule
via the Remote Site as describe above, but can also be
utilized with the user in general operation. In one or more
arrangements, the training schedule may be defined
based on or correspond to a defined goal. For example,
if a user sets a goal to run 10 miles a week, a training
schedule may include sub-goals of running 2 miles a day
for 5 days of a single week. One feature may be in the
form of two part messaging utilizing an input from the
user. For example, the user interface (or "the coach")
each day at some arbitrary time, may check the watch
data to determine how many days have passed since the
user last ran or exercised. If after a certain number of
days set by the user interface there has been no activity
by the user, the user interface may provide a message
to the user. The days set might be three days although
a different number can be set. In another example, the
user interface or device (e.g., watch 10) may determine
whether the user has completed a daily goal or is on track
to complete an overall goal. Thus, if the user has only
run 4 miles and there are only 3 days left until a week
from the first run expires, the user interface or coach may
provide a message to the user encouraging or reminding
the user of his sub-goals and the remaining time allotted
for completing the overall goal. Alternatively or addition-
ally, a reminder or encouraging message may be dis-
played upon determining that the user is not on track to
complete the goal (e.g., if the user is only average 1 miles
a day over the last 4 days and the user’s overall goal is
to run 10 miles in a week).
[0130] As shown FIG. 117b, the watch may have a
Time Of Day display. If the user interface detects that the
user has not run in three days, a pop up message may
be displayed, "Are we running soon?" Also displayed is
a desired answer such as "Yes". When the user selects
"Yes" using the end button 52, a response message is
displayed to the user such as "Looking Forward To It."
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After a predetermined amount of time, the display returns
to the Time Of Day display set by the user. If the user
does not answer the first message after a certain amount
of time, such as midnight of that day, the message is
dismissed. Other two-part messages can also be dis-
played such as "I feel like running today." If acknowl-
edged by the user by selecting a "Yes," the user interface
can display a "Can’t Wait" message. Other messages
can also be displayed. These messages can be set at
the Remote Site and further be changed/modified over
time to regularly provide new messages. Such messages
provide additional motivation to the user to exercise and
offer the impression that the activity monitoring device is
responding directly and personally to the user’s answer.
These messages may also provide the impression that
the device is able to offer more humanistic responses
rather than simply electronic, machine feedback. The fre-
quency of the messages can also be set via the Remote
Site or user interface etc. A set of messages can be pro-
vided for each month wherein a different message is pro-
vided at certain times during the month. Messages can
be altered for the next month. FIG. 117b further shows
a two-part message that can be used specifically when
the user has a training program implemented. The Time
Of Day screen may be displayed with the Coach infor-
mation displayed as described herein. The user interface
may provide messages that correspond to the user’s
training program. For example, the user interface may
display a message "Let’s Run 3.5 MI (miles) today."
When the user acknowledges the "Yes" option, the user
interface responds with the second part of the message,
"Looking Forward To It." After a predetermined amount
of time, the user interface returns to the Time Of Day
screen. If the training program has a rest day, no pop-up
messages are displayed. If there is a note attached to a
certain day of the training program, the note can be in-
corporated into the two-part message. Again, the mes-
sages can be modified or changed at the Remote Site.
Such messaging provides additional motivation to the
user and a sense of the watch operating in real-time with
the Remote Site. FIG. 113 illustrates other example
coaching pop up interfaces for prompting the user to per-
form another workout.
[0131] As previously discussed, the watch 10 has a
Time of Day (T.O.D) screen that can be set by the user
utilizing the desktop utility software. In one example as
shown in FIG. 107a, the Time Of Day screen is configured
to show the time of day more prominently proximate a
top portion of the display as well as the date and day of
the week proximate a bottom portion of the display. The
user can also set the Time Of Day screen in different
"dashboard" configurations to show variations of athletic
performance data such as weekly runs, goals, totals,
records and coaching information. These various Time
Of Day screens can be set using the desktop utility soft-
ware as desired by the user.
[0132] As shown in FIGS. 108a and 108b, the Time Of
Day Screen can be set to show the current time of day

at a top portion of the display as well as the date and day
of the week at a central portion of the display. Finally,
indicia representing the user’s weekly run data can be
displayed at a bottom portion of the display. In an exam-
ple the indicia is in the form of vertical bars. The tallest
bar represents your longest run for the current week thus
far. All other bars have a height relative to the tallest bar.
If there is no run data for a day of the week, the corre-
sponding bar will be single pixel tall, even if that bar rep-
resents the current day.
[0133] The Time Of Day screen utilizing weekly runs
can also utilize animation as described above. In this
configuration, the user can press the end button to com-
mence the animation which builds from left to right in an
example. The animation starts with the user’s preferred
week-start-date (e.g., Sunday or Monday as set at the
Remote Site). Thus, as the first bar extends upwards at
the left of the display, the day is displayed, e.g., "MO" for
Monday, with the mileage value adjacent thereto. This
data is displayed for predetermined time allowing the us-
er to readily read the data. A cursor is positioned below
the first bar. Once displayed for the suitable time, the
cursor moves to the right wherein the next bar extends
upwards, and the day is displayed, e.g. "TU" for Tuesday,
with the mileage value adjacent thereto for that day. This
sequence continues for each day of the week. At the
conclusion of the seven days, a weekly total ("WK TO-
TAL") heading scrolls from right to left at the central por-
tion of the display followed by the total mileage value for
the week of runs. This heading and weekly total value
scrolls off the display and the day and date is again dis-
played. The bars remain on the display wherein the Time
Of Day with weekly runs display is shown on the watch
10 as shown in FIGS. 107a and 107b. Additionally or
alternatively, a run information display line (e.g., located
below the time of day) may display the day total, a week
total, a date and the like as shown in FIG. 107b. For
example, the interface may automatically scroll through
the various information. Alternatively, the user may tog-
gle the workout information line to select the desired in-
formation. If the user fails to record a run for an entire
week, the Time Of Day screen with weekly runs is slightly
altered (FIGS. 108a and 108b). The animation as de-
scribed above still occurs wherein the cursor moves
along the display from left to right wherein a single bar
is shown for each day while each day mileage total is
shown as "0" including the weekly total. Rather than con-
tinuing to show a blank space for the seven single bars,
the month, day, year and day are displayed as shown in
FIGS. 108a and 108b.
[0134] FIG. 109 disclose a dashboard configuration
having a Time Of Day screen with Goals information. As
discussed above, the user can set goals using the Re-
mote Site wherein the goals data can be shown in ani-
mated form on the Time Of Day screen. When Goals is
the selected dashboard view utilizing the desktop utility,
goals are displayed on the display in animated form as
shown in FIG. 109. For example, a goal is displayed to
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burn 18000 calories in twelve weeks. The gauge member
is shown and darkened along with the moving calipers
as described above. "Ahead/Behind" text also is scrolled
across the display, e.g., "2032 Ahead Of Target. Once
the goal information is displayed, the day, date and month
is displayed beneath the time of day. The user may set
multiple goals at the Remote Site. In this dashboard con-
figuration, all user goals are displayed in sequence. The
goals that are expiring soonest are shown last (e.g., order
is from least urgent to most urgent so that the most urgent
goal remains showing at the end of the animation). Each
goal animation ends with the current date rolling down
into place, and displayed for predetermined amount of
time such as 3 seconds before the next goal sequence
is started. As with other dashboard views, pressing the
end button, jumps to the end of the current animation
sequence. In the case of multiple goals, e.g. three active
goals, pressing the end button would jump to the next
goal animation, if a goal animation was already in ani-
mated sequence. If the sequence is in the last goal, the
display proceeds to the last screen as shown in FIG. 109.
Specifically, the animation jumps to the moment just be-
fore the day, date and month rolls down. If the user press-
es the end button after all animation sequences are com-
plete, the full goal animations are restarted (e.g., just as
if the user left the Time Of Day screen and returned to
the screen).
[0135] In one example, the user can set four different
goals on the Remote Site. The user can set one goal per
type as described above. For example, the user can set
one calorie burn goal, one run more often goal, one run
faster goal and one run further goal. Each goal has an
expiration date. If no goals are set, or all goals are ex-
pired, a default Time Of Day screen can be shown. The
Time Of Day plus Goals dashboard display is still main-
tained as the user’s preference in case the user subse-
quently sets new goals at the Remote Site.
[0136] FIG. 110 disclose a dashboard configuration
having a Time Of Day screen with Totals information. As
discussed above, the user can show Totals information
at the Remote Site menu. As shown in FIG. 110, the
odometer member is displayed wherein numbers scroll
therein until total values are shown for total hours, aver-
age pace, total calories, total miles. The last Total metric
displayed remains displayed in the Time Of Day screen
as shown in FIG. 110. Thus, the Totals metrics animate
by rolling like odometers in the odometer member, one
after each other. This animation is similar to the animation
as described above regarding the Remote Site menu. In
this dashboard configuration, however, the distance met-
ric is the last metric to be displayed so that the distance
metric is the metric that remains visible. Pressing the end
button during the animation jumps the animation to the
last screen showing the time of day, date and total dis-
tance metric. If the animation was complete, the anima-
tion is replayed.
[0137] It is further understood that user can select a
dashboard configuration having a Time Of Day screen

with Records information as shown in FIG. 111. This data
is displayed in animated form similar to the Totals infor-
mation described above, except showing the user’s per-
sonal records as the metrics. The following four records
are saved from the user’s best runs and displayed: Fast-
est Mile, Fastest 5k, Fastest 10k and Longest Run. To
leave the final screen in a good final state, the heading
"LONGEST" will scroll further down below the odometer
member (replacing "RUN") simultaneously as the date
rolls down into the display.
[0138] FIG. 112 disclose a dashboard configuration
having a Time Of Day screen with a variant of weekly
runs triggered by the user having an active training pro-
gram set on the Remote Site as described above. Gen-
erally, this display is the same as the training program
view, or "COACH" mode as described above, but smaller
and without Days of Week labels. Accordingly, additional
specific description of the data display and animation will
not be repeated as the prior description applies to this
particular Time Of Day dashboard configuration. As
shown in FIG. 112, the Time Of Day with coaching/train-
ing information includes the current time, day, date,
month as well as the weekly run data utilizing run/target
run bars. Once a user commences animation, the "10K
COACH" scrolls up on the display with the run bars. As
shown in FIG. 112, the training program indicated the
user was to run 4.0 miles on Friday wherein the user ran
5.3 miles. The entire run bar is darkened and an addi-
tional bar segment is placed over the Friday run bar. The
user did not run on Saturday and Sunday, but ran a cer-
tain distance on the current day, Monday. The data fur-
ther indicates that the user is to rest on Tuesday (single
pixel run bar), run 4.2 miles on Wednesday, and rest on
Thursday (single pixel run bar). An additional screen is
displayed showing the complete run bars and indicating
that the user is at Day 78 of the 90 day training program.
Once displayed for a predetermined amount of time, the
Time Of Day screen shows the current time, day, day,
month and the run/target run bars.
[0139] As appreciated from FIG. 86b, the controller and
user interface are configured such that additional or ex-
tendable features can be added to the watch as such
features become available. Thus, the menu selections
on the watch 10 can be expanded to provide additional
headings and functionality for the new features. For ex-
ample, additional features can be provided to the Remote
Site or the desktop utility. Once the electronic module 12
is connected to the user’s computer or to the Remote
Site via the user’s computer, the additional features can
be downloaded to the electronic module 12.
[0140] Additional features can also be provided with
the user interface of the watch 10. Such features could
be considered extendable features added to the watch
10 over a period of time.
[0141] FIGS. 104a-104c disclose a "demo mode" for
the watch 10. This mode can be utilized to show the full
experience of the watch 10 for prospective purchasers
without the need to link to actual shoe-mounted sensors,
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heart rate monitors, or other sensors. In an exemplary
embodiment, the user presses and holds the end button
for an extended predetermined amount of time while on
the RUN screen as shown. While in the demo mode, the
heading "DEMO" shows on the Run screen and an item
is added to the top of the Settings menu to allow a visible
way to turn "DEMO OFF." Additionally, pressing and
holding the end button for a predetermined time while on
the RUN screen toggles the demo mode off wherein the
Time Of Day data with any dashboard configuration is
animated on the display. In the demo mode, the user can
toggle through different menu items wherein the watch
10 will display fake data showing the user the operability
of the watch 10. FIGS. 104b and 104c illustrate demon-
stration interfaces for a run including congratulatory mes-
sages, ca Time of Day mode, a last run interface and a
records mode.
[0142] FIG. 105 show that the user interface can incor-
porate a stopwatch mode. Using the various inputs on
the watch 10, the watch 10 can function as a stopwatch.
Laps can be marked and the stopwatch paused as de-
sired.
[0143] The user interface of the watch 10 provides sig-
nificant functionality to the user thus at times requiring
several menu items. In certain circumstances, the
number of menu items can be greater than the capacity
of the display wherein a user is required the use the side
button to scroll the plurality of menu items along the
screen. The controller can be configured to slow down
the scrolling of the menu selections as the last menu item
is to be displayed prior to the menu proceeding to the
first menu item. A audible signal can also be provided at
this time. Such features provide a tactile feel, or speed
bump, for the user indicating that the start or end of the
menu is approaching. With this feature, the chance that
a user will accidently scroll past the desired menu item
is minimized. For example, the tactile feel may include
vibration of the device. The vibration may get stronger or
faster as a user or interface gets closer to the start or end
of the menu. In other examples, combinations of audio
and tactile feedback may be provided. Such indicators
may also be provided to identify lap, mile or other distance
markers, pace thresholds, heart rate thresholds, time
thresholds and the like. Accordingly, tactile feedback
such as vibration may indicate to the user he or she is
approaching a mile marker. In another example, a user
may be audibly alerted or be provided with tactile feed-
back indicating that his or her pace is reaching a prede-
fined point.
[0144] The watch 10 of the present invention is also
provided with a desktop utility software application. The
desktop utility typically resides on the user’s computer
and interfaces between the electronic module 12 and the
remote site. It is understood that the user can customize
functions on the watch 10 via the desktop utility. For ex-
ample, certain programs may reside on the desktop utility
such as Personal Bests data, a Marathon training pro-
gram or Interval Training programs. These programs

could be moved to reside on the watch 10. Similarly, pro-
grams residing on the watch 10 could also be moved to
the desktop utility. The order of display of functions on
the watch 10 could also be modified by the user utilizing
the desktop utility. Such modifications are implemented
once the user connects the electronic module 12 to the
user’s computer where the desktop utility resides.
[0145] As shown in FIG. 106, the user interface can
also be configured for user-selectable rotation. Thus, da-
ta can be displayed in general vertical fashion. Data can
also be displayed in a 90 degree rotated configuration,
either clockwise or counterclockwise. In an exemplary
embodiment, the user interface can be configured such
that the user-selectable rotation is only active on run/tim-
ing screens. While FIG. 106 show the rotations in a Run
screen in two-tier format, the rotation feature can also
apply in the three-tier format described above. The user
can set this feature using the desktop utility software.
[0146] The user interface can also be configured with
additional features as shown in FIGS. 118-125. The user
interface can be configured such that user wearing the
watch can communicate with another user wearing the
watch. For example, a first runner may see another sec-
ond runner numerous times as both runners often run
the same route at the same time. If each runner is wearing
the watch, the runners can place the watches in close
proximity such as when shaking hands (FIG. 118),
wherein the user interface provides a message of "Add
Buddy" (FIG. 119). The other user can accept wherein
the runners are now linked. FIG. 120 illustrates another
example manner in which runners’ devices may be
linked. For example, the users may place their arms (on
which the devices are worn) in proximity to one another,
at which time a prompt may be displayed asking each
user whether to accept a friend or buddy request (as
shown in FIG. 121). Friends and buddies may further be
added through a remote network site using a computing
device or watch 10 as illustrated in FIG. 122. Accordingly,
a user’s device and a buddy’s device might not need to
be in proximity to one another to add the friend.
[0147] Each runner may have a list of other persons
they are linked to. Further messaging capabilities are
possible such as by using the Remote Site. For example,
one runner can leave a message for another runner such
as via the Remote Site. The message may be conditioned
such that the runner receiving the message must meet
a certain metric before being notified of the message. In
the invention a first runner may send a message to a
second runner in the form of a motivational message
once the second runner achieves a certain goal, such as
running a certain amount of miles. Such message is sent
to the second runner via the Remote Site and download-
ed to the watch of the second runner when the second
runner is connected to the Remote Site. The message,
however, is hidden on the watch and does not appear
until the watch records data and senses that the metric
is met. Thus, once the second runner runs a certain dis-
tance, a message appears on the display of the watch
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worn by the second runner, such as "You Just Got A
Carrot From Jill" (FIG. 123). The message may be re-
ferred to as a carrot and a corresponding carrot icon can
be utilized on the watch display or on the Remote Site
display. The user may further be provided with instruc-
tions to connect to a site in order to view the message
(FIG. 124). A further message can be displayed to the
second user on the watch. When the second user con-
nects the watch to the computer and connects to the Re-
mote Site, the message appears such as shown in FIG.
125. For example, the message may read "WELL DONE,
KEEP ROCKIN’ IT!!!" As previously discussed, the user
interface can receive training programs from the Remote
Site. Such training programs can include an actual race
day program such as for a marathon, 10K, 5K etc. The
race day program can convey to the user appropriate
pace levels to maintain during the race to achieve a finish
time as set by the.user. The user interface can also be
configured to provide shortcuts for certain functions. For
example, depressing and holding one of or a combination
of the buttons can automatically exit a current menu and
return the user to the Time Of Day screen or other menu
screen. Another button or combination can automatically
take the user to the screen for commencing a run.
[0148] As discussed, certain shortcuts can be provided
with the user interface such as pressing certain buttons
for a predetermined amount of time to provide a certain
function. Pressing certain buttons for a predetermined
amount of time can also provide an expedited exit from
the menu selections in the various menus of the user
interface. Also, the user interface can monitor information
regarding, for example goal information. If the user inter-
face determines the user is close to a goal, the user in-
terface may provide an additional message to the user.
Such message may be designed to give the user further
motivation in reaching the goal. As such information may
be maintained in the Remote Site and downloaded to the
watch periodically when the user connects the module
12 to the Remote Site via the computer, such features
give the user a sense of real time functioning of the watch
10.
[0149] When connected to the Remote Site (via the
computer), the watch 10 periodically polls the Remote.
Site to determine whether the user has changed anything
relevant to the watch (i.e., has the user made any chang-
es through the Remote Site that need to be downloaded
to the watch 10 such as the various metrics, parameters
and features discussed). If the Remote Site indicates
changes have been made, the watch 10 will then request
the changes from the Remote Site which will then send
the updates or changes to the watch 10. As the user
begins the log off process or seeks to disconnect the
watch from the computer that connects it to the Remote
Site, systems and methods according to at least some
examples of this invention may prompt the user to wait
until all updates have been received or to wait until the
watch has a final chance to check for updates (so that
any last minute changes are not lost). Alternatively, if the

user abruptly terminates the watch’s connection with the
Remote Site (or the connection is lost in some other man-
ner), any last minute changes that were not updated at
the watch may be stored for the next connection session,
if desired. In connecting to the Remote Site, the Remote
Site can be configured to show examples of the watch
display screens as customized by the user such as by
the desktop utility. Thus, a user can see on the computer
what the watch display will look like. It is further under-
stood that the Remote Site can receive connection and
data from multiple devices such as the watch 10, other
athletic performance monitoring devices include those
manufactured by competitor entities or music devices.
The Remote Site is configured with the ability to distin-
guish among such devices. It is further understood that
the watch 10 is used to monitor athletic performance data
where an exemplary embodiments includes run data.
Other data can also be recorded and monitored by the
watch 10 including data generated in a gym setting such
as a treadmill or other gym equipment including stair
climbers, elliptical machines, rowing machines, bike ma-
chines. Other types of data can also be included such as
heart rate, biking data or other physiological data. Com-
munication by the watch 10 with the computer and/or
Remote Site (or other network connections) can take oth-
er forms such as other USB connections, radio, cellular,
3G, other wireless connections or other general connec-
tion systems. The various user interface features can be
implemented on any type of portable device described
herein.
[0150] FIG. 126 illustrates run reminder interfaces in
which a user may be reminded of an upcoming workout
or to schedule a workout if none have been planned. For
example, the user may be prompted to confirm that the
user will be performing a workout soon. If the user does
confirm the an upcoming workout, the interface may dis-
play an encouraging message such as "LOOKING FOR-
WARD TO IT." The interface may then return to a time
of day display.
[0151] FIGS. 131 and 132 illustrate zoning principles
for defining a manner in which information is displayed
on a display such as that of watch 10. For example, in
FIG. 131, the information may be positioned and sized
differently if the time is 4 digits instead of 3. In FIG. 132,
a layout may be defined based on the number of items
to be displayed. For example, in a 4 item layout, the
elapsed time, distance, average pace and calories may
be displayed with 5 pixels between lines. In another ex-
ample, a 5 item layout may include elapsed time, dis-
tance, average pace, calories calibration, average heart
rate and/or lap times. Instead of 5 pixels between each
line as in a 4 item layout, there might only be 3 pixels
between lines. FIG. 133 illustrates example 5 item layout
interfaces.
[0152] FIGS. 134-138 illustrate displayconfigurations
for different type of information including pace informa-
tion, elapsed time, heart rate, calories burned and dis-
tance. In FIG. 134, pace information may be displayed
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in different font sizes depending on the pace. For exam-
ple, if the pace is less then 10 minutes, the font may be
displayed in a first font size. Ff the pace is between 10
minutes and 19 minutes and 59 seconds, the pace may
be displayed in a second font size (e.g., a condensed
font size).
[0153] FIG. 139a and 139b illustrate example interfac-
es for displaying a time of day. The size and position of
the time of day may differ depending on whether the time
of day is displayed in a top portion or a bottom portion.
[0154] FIG. 140 illustrates example user interfaces that
displays a time of day in addition to a goal. Goals may
include burning a certain number of calories, running far-
ther than a previous distance, running faster or running
with greater frequency. The display may be organized or
configured using different fonts, positions and font sizes
depending on the amount of space needed (e.g., an
amount of text that needs to be displayed).
[0155] According to one or more arrangements, an
amount of time for which a backlight remain active may
be configured automatically and/or dynamically depend-
ing on the function or process that is being performed.
For example, if a user is viewing workout data, the back-
light may remain active for a longer period of time (e.g.,
15 or 30 seconds) than a default backlight period (e.g.,
5 seconds). By dynamically adjusting the backlight period
based on a function being performed, a user may be able
to complete the desired function or process without hav-
ing the backlight turn off in the middle of completing the
desired function or process. If a backlight period is not
defined for a particular function or process, the device
(e.g., watch 10) may use the default backlight period. In
one example, the backlight active time period may cor-
respond to an amount of time allotted for receiving user
input, wherein reception of user input activates or renews
the time period for backlighting. The device and/or sys-
tems thereof may further learn time periods based on a
user’s previous interactions. For example, if a user views
a workout statistic interface, on average, for 10 seconds
(e.g., as measured by a time a user initiates the interface
and a time the user either turns off backlighting or switch-
es to another interface), the active backlighting time pe-
riod for that interface may be defined as 10 seconds.
[0156] Data tracked, stored, used and/or monitored by
watch 10 may include geographic location-based sensor
information. For example, watch 10 may include or be
linked to a GPS device that provides the current location
of watch 10. This information may be used to calculate
a pace, a current distance run, an elevation, location com-
parison information for two or more users, start/end of
laps and the like.
[0157] The various examples of the device of the
present invention provides enhanced functionality in re-
cording and monitoring athletic performance data. Data
can regularly be uploaded to the computer as well as the
Remote Site as described herein. In addition, data from
the Remote Site can be downloaded to the device where-
in the user can take the Remote Site with the user. The

housing provides for a robust wearable watch. The hous-
ing structure can absorb the shocks and impacts of run-
ning such that the controller can operate smoothly. Ad-
ditionally, the housing structure prevents debris, water,
perspiration or other moisture from ingress into the inte-
rior of the housing where it could contaminate the con-
troller and adversely affect operability. In one example,
the housing is water-resistant to approximately five at-
mospheres of pressure. The user interface configuration
provides simple and easy operation of the watch, partic-
ularly the tri-axis configuration. The user can easily per-
form functions such as using the shock sensor and, in
particular, mark laps by tapping the front face or crystal
of the device. With such an easy operation, the user can
focus on the athletic performance rather than to locate a
proper user input on the watch. The user interface pro-
vides many features as described herein to provide en-
hanced operability of the device.
[0158] While the specific examples have been illustrat-
ed and described, numerous modifications come to mind
without significantly departing from the scope of the in-
vention. The scope of protection is only limited by the
scope of the accompanying Claims.

Claims

1. A device (10) for monitoring athletic performance of
a user, the device (10) comprising:

a wristband (14) configured to be worn by the
user; and
an electronic module (12) removably attached
to the wristband, the electronic module (12) hav-
ing a controller (18) and a screen (39) and a
plurality of user inputs (50, 52, 54) operably as-
sociated with the controller (18),
wherein the user inputs (50, 52, 54) include a
user input (54) configured to be applied by the
user against the screen and in a direction gen-
erally normal to the screen,
wherein the controller (18) is configured to gen-
erate a user interface displaying a scrollable
menu of athletic activity functions including: a
time of day function, a workout monitoring func-
tion, a workout history function and a function
displaying workout records set by the user; and
characterised in that the controller (18) is fur-
ther configured to:

determine that the user has.achieved a
goal; and
in response to determining that the user has
achieved the goal, generate an interface
providing an indication that a message from
another user is available.

2. The device of claim 1, wherein the user interface
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further includes a user-moveable focus bar config-
ured to identify a function on which a user is currently
focused, and
wherein information relating to the identified function
is displayed in a scrolling manner within the focus
bar.

3. The device of claim 2, wherein the identified function
is a workout history function and the information re-
lating to the workout history function includes a sta-
tistic of a most recent workout.

4. The device of claim 1, wherein the controller (18) is
further configured to generate an interface compris-
ing a time of day displayed in conjunction with a work-
out summary comprising a plurality of workouts per-
formed over a predefined time period.

5. The device of claim 4, wherein the workout summary
includes a day-by-day breakdown of the workouts
performed over the predefined time period.

6. The device of claim 4, wherein each of the plurality
of workouts is represented by a progress bar indi-
cating an target workout amount and an actual work-
out amount.

7. The device of claim 1, wherein the controller (18) is
further configured to generate an interface compris-
ing a message encouraging the user to perform a
workout in response to determining that the user has
not performed a workout in a most recent predefined
amount of time.

8. The device of claim 7, wherein the message includes
a prompt for user input to confirm an upcoming work-
out and wherein the controller (18) is further config-
ured to generate another message in response to
the user input corresponding to a confirmation of the
upcoming workout, wherein the other message com-
prises positive reinforcement of the user’s confirma-
tion.

9. The device of claim 1, wherein the controller (18) is
further configured to generate a congratulatory mes-
sage in response to determining that the user has
exceeded a previous record for at least one statistic
in a current workout.

Patentansprüche

1. Gerät (10) zum Überwachen der sportlichen Leis-
tung eines Benutzers, wobei das Gerät (10) Folgen-
des umfasst:

ein Armband (14), welches derart konfiguriert
ist, dass es durch den Benutzer getragen wer-

den kann; und
ein elektronisches Modul (12), welches entfern-
bar an dem Armband befestigt ist, wobei das
elektronische Modul (12) einen Controller (18)
und einen Bildschirm (39) und mehrere Benut-
zereingaben (50, 52, 54), die wirkungsmäßig im
Zusammenhang mit dem Controller (18) stehen,
aufweist,
wobei die Benutzereingaben (50, 52, 54) eine
Benutzereingabe (54) beinhalten, welche derart
konfiguriert ist, dass sie durch den Benutzer ge-
gen den Bildschirm und in einer Richtung im All-
gemeinen senkrecht zum Bildschirm ange-
wandt werden kann,
wobei der Controller (18) zum Erzeugen einer
Benutzerschnittstelle konfiguriert ist, welche ein
scrollbares Menü sportlicher Aktivitätsfunktio-
nen anzeigt, welche Folgendes beinhalten: eine
Tageszeitfunktion, eine Trainingsüberwa-
chungsfunktion, eine Trainingsverlaufsfunktion
und eine Funktion zum Anzeigen von Trai-
ningsaufzeichnungen eingestellt durch den Be-
nutzer; und
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der Controller
(18) ferner zu Folgendem konfiguriert ist:

Bestimmen, dass der Benutzer ein Ziel er-
reicht hat; und
als Reaktion auf das Bestimmen, dass der
Benutzer das Ziel erreicht hat, Erzeugen ei-
ner Schnittstelle, welche einen Hinweis be-
reitstellt, dass eine Nachricht von einem an-
deren Benutzer verfügbar ist.

2. Gerät nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Benutzerschnitt-
stelle ferner eine benutzerbewegliche Fokusleiste
beinhaltet, die zum Identifizieren einer Funktion kon-
figuriert ist, auf welcher ein Benutzer derzeit fokus-
siert ist, und wobei Informationen in Bezug auf die
identifizierte Funktion in einer scrollenden Art und
Weise innerhalb der Fokusleiste angezeigt werden.

3. Gerät nach Anspruch 2, wobei die identifizierte Funk-
tion eine Trainingsverlaufsfunktion ist und die Infor-
mationen in Bezug auf die Trainingsverlaufsfunktion
eine Statistik eines letzten Trainings beinhalten.

4. Gerät nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Controller (18)
ferner zum Erzeugen einer Schnittstelle konfiguriert
ist, welche eine Tageszeit angezeigt in Verbindung
einer Trainingszusammenfassung umfasst, die
mehrere Trainingseinheiten umfasst, welche über
einen vordefinierten Zeitraum hinweg absolviert wur-
den.

5. Gerät nach Anspruch 4, wobei die Trainingszusam-
menfassung eine Tag-für-Tag-Aufschlüsselung der
Trainingseinheiten beinhaltet, die über den vordefi-
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nierten Zeitraum hinweg absolviert wurden.

6. Gerät nach Anspruch 4, wobei jede der mehreren
Trainingseinheiten durch einen Fortschrittsbalken
dargestellt ist, welcher ein Zieltrainingspensum und
ein tatsächliches Trainingspensum angibt.

7. Gerät nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Controller (18)
ferner zum Erzeugen einer Schnittstelle konfiguriert
ist, welche eine Nachricht zum Anspornen des Be-
nutzers umfasst, ein Training als Reaktion auf die
Feststellung zu absolvieren, dass der Benutzer in
einem jüngsten vordefinierten Zeitraum kein Trai-
ning absolviert hat.

8. Gerät nach Anspruch 7, wobei die Nachricht eine
Aufforderung für eine Benutzereingabe beinhaltet,
ein anstehendes Training zu bestätigen, und wobei
der Controller (18) ferner zum Erzeugen einer wei-
teren Nachricht als Reaktion auf die Benutzereinga-
be konfiguriert ist, welche einer Bestätigung des an-
stehenden Trainings entspricht, wobei die weitere
Nachricht eine positive Verstärkung der Bestätigung
des Benutzers umfasst.

9. Gerät nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Controller (18)
ferner zum Erzeugen einer Gratulationsnachricht als
Reaktion auf die Feststellung, dass der Benutzer ei-
nen vorherigen Rekord bei mindestens einer Statis-
tik in einem aktuellen Training gebrochen hat, kon-
figuriert ist.

Revendications

1. Dispositif (10) destiné à surveiller les performances
sportives d’un utilisateur, le dispositif (10)
comprenant :

un bracelet (14) configuré de manière à être por-
té par l’utilisateur ; et
un module électronique (12) fixé de manière
amovible au bracelet, le module électronique
(12) présentant un contrôleur (18) et un écran
(39), et une pluralité d’entrées d’utilisateur (50,
52, 54) associées fonctionnellement au contrô-
leur (18) ;
dans lequel les entrées d’utilisateur (50, 52, 54)
incluent une entrée d’utilisateur (54) configurée
de manière à être appliquée par l’utilisateur sur
l’écran et dans une direction généralement nor-
male à l’écran ;
dans lequel le contrôleur (18) est configuré de
manière à générer une interface utilisateur affi-
chant un menu déroulant de fonctions d’activités
sportives incluant : une fonction d’heure du jour,
une fonction de surveillance de séances d’en-
traînement, une fonction d’historique de séan-

ces d’entraînement et une fonction affichant des
records de séances d’entraînement définis par
l’utilisateur ; et
caractérisé en ce que le contrôleur (18) est en
outre configuré de manière à :

déterminer que l’utilisateur a atteint un
objectif ; et
en réponse à la détermination que l’utilisa-
teur a atteint l’objectif, générer une interface
fournissant une indication selon laquelle un
message en provenance d’un autre utilisa-
teur est disponible.

2. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’in-
terface utilisateur inclut en outre une barre de foca-
lisation déplaçable par l’utilisateur configurée de ma-
nière à identifier une fonction sur laquelle un utilisa-
teur est focalisé ; et
dans lequel des informations connexes à la fonction
identifiée sont affichées selon un mode de défile-
ment au sein de la barre de focalisation.

3. Dispositif selon la revendication 2, dans lequel la
fonction identifiée est une fonction d’historique de
séances d’entraînement et les informations conne-
xes à la fonction d’historique de séances d’entraîne-
ment incluent des statistiques d’une séance d’en-
traînement la plus récente.

4. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le
contrôleur (18) est en outre configuré de manière à
générer une interface comprenant une heure du jour
affichée conjointement avec un récapitulatif de séan-
ces d’entraînement comprenant une pluralité de
séances d’entraînement effectuées sur une période
de temps prédéfinie.

5. Dispositif selon la revendication 4, dans lequel le ré-
capitulatif de séances d’entraînement comprend une
répartition au quotidien des séances d’entraînement
effectuées au cours de la période de temps prédé-
finie.

6. Dispositif selon la revendication 4, dans lequel cha-
que séance d’entraînement de la pluralité de séan-
ces d’entraînement est représentée par une barre
de progression indiquant une quantité d’entraîne-
ment cible et une quantité d’entraînement en cours.

7. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le
contrôleur (18) est en outre configuré de manière à
générer une interface comprenant un message en-
courageant l’utilisateur à effectuer une séance d’en-
traînement en réponse à la détermination selon la-
quelle l’utilisateur n’a pas effectué une séance d’en-
traînement sur une durée prédéfinie la plus récente.
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8. Dispositif selon la revendication 7, dans lequel le
message inclut une invite d’entrée d’utilisateur pour
confirmer une séance d’entraînement à venir et dans
lequel le contrôleur (18) est en outre configuré de
manière à générer un autre message en réponse à
l’entrée d’utilisateur correspondant à une confirma-
tion de la séance d’entraînement à venir, dans lequel
l’autre message comprend un renforcement positif
de la confirmation de l’utilisateur.

9. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le
contrôleur (18) est en outre configuré de manière à
générer un message de félicitations en réponse à la
détermination selon laquelle l’utilisateur a dépassé
un record précédent pour au moins une statistique
dans une séance d’entraînement en cours.
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