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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION:

[0001] This invention relates to a connector with a
structure which prevents a finger of a user from being in
contact with a tip of a contact.
[0002] As shown in Fig. 29(a), a connector 100 of JP
3,575,295B comprises a contact 101, a holding member
102 holding the contact 101, and a contact prevention
member 103 attached to the contact 101. The contact
101 has a held portion 104 and a main portion 105. The
held portion 104 is held by the holding member 102. The
main portion 105 roughly has a tubular shape and ex-
tends from the held portion 104 in a predetermined di-
rection (PD). As shown in Fig. 29(b), the main portion
105 is formed with holes 106, each of which pierces the
main portion 105 in a radius direction perpendicular to
the predetermined direction. The contact prevention
member 103 has a head portion 107, a shaft portion 108
and resilient portions 109. The head portion 107 is larger
than an inner shape of the main portion 105. The shaft
portion 108 has a shape corresponding to the inner shape
of the main portion 105. Each of the resilient portions 109
extends from the shaft portion 108. An end of each resil-
ient portion 109 is formed with an engagement portion
110 which projects outwards beyond the shaft portion
108 in the radius direction. When the contact prevention
member 103 is inserted into the contact 101, the engage-
ment portions 110 of the contact prevention member 103
are engaged with the holes 106 of the main portion 105.
Thus, the contact prevention member 103 is attached to
the contact 101. The head portion 107 of the contact pre-
vention member 103 projects over the tip of the contact
101 and prevents a finger 111 of a user from being in
contact with the tip of the contact 101.
[0003] The contact sometimes receives a force ob-
liquely to the predetermined direction when the connector
is mated with a mating connector. The connector of JP
3,575,295B has a problem that the contact might buckle
when the contact receives the oblique force.
[0004] The EP 2 418 743 A1 discloses a connector
according to the preamble of claim 1.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION:

[0005] It is an object of the present invention to provide
a connector with a structure which prevents a finger of a
user from being in contact with a tip of a contact and
according to which the contact buckles hardly even if the
contact receives oblique force.
[0006] The present invention as defined in appended
claim 1 provides a connector which is mateable with a
mating connector along a predetermined direction (PD).
The connector comprises a holding member, a plurality
of contacts and a plurality of contact prevention mem-
bers. The holding member includes a holding portion.
The plurality of contacts include held portions and main

portions, respectively. The held portions are held by the
holding portion. The main portions extend from the held
portions, respectively, in the predetermined direction.
The main portions project over the holding portion in the
predetermined direction. Each of the main portions has
a tubular shape. Each of the contact prevention members
is made of insulator. The contact prevention members
occupy insides of the main portions, respectively. The
contact prevention members project over the main por-
tions, respectively, in the predetermined direction, char-
acterized in that each of the contacts is formed with a
crimped portion which holds the contact prevention mem-
ber.
[0007] The contact prevention member occupies the
inside of the main portion and projects over the main
portion. Since the contact prevention member projects
over the main portion, a finger of a user can be prevented
from being in contact with the tip of the contact. Since
the main portion is reinforced from inside thereof by the
contact prevention member, the contact buckles hardly.
[0008] An appreciation of the objectives of the present
invention and a more complete understanding of its struc-
ture may be had by studying the following description of
the preferred embodiment and by referring to the accom-
panying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS:

[0009]

Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing a connector
according to a first embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view showing the connec-
tor of Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 is a perspective view showing a contact and
a contact prevention member which are included in
the connector of Fig. 1.
Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view showing the contact
and the contact prevention member of Fig. 3. The
contact is not yet formed with a crimped portion.
Fig. 5 is a perspective view showing a state before
assembling the contact and the contact prevention
member of Fig. 3.
Fig. 6 is a perspective view showing the contact and
the contact prevention member of Fig. 5. The contact
prevention member is inserted into the contact. The
contact is not yet formed with the crimped portion.
Fig. 7 is a perspective view showing a connector
according to a second embodiment of the present
invention.
Fig. 8 is a cross-sectional view showing the connec-
tor of Fig. 7.
Fig. 9 is a perspective view showing a contact and
a contact prevention member which are included in
the connector of Fig. 7.
Fig. 10 is a cross-sectional view showing the contact
and the contact prevention member of Fig. 9. The
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contact is not yet formed with the crimped portion.
Fig. 11 is a perspective view showing a state before
assembling the contact and the contact prevention
member of Fig. 9.
Fig. 12 is a perspective view showing the contact
and the contact prevention member of Fig. 11. The
contact prevention member is inserted into the con-
tact. The contact is not yet formed with the crimped
portion.
Fig. 13 is a perspective view showing a connector
according to a third embodiment of the present in-
vention.
Fig. 14 is a cross-sectional view showing the con-
nector of Fig. 13.
Fig. 15 is a perspective view showing a contact and
a contact prevention member which are included in
the connector of Fig. 13.
Fig. 16 is a cross-sectional view showing the contact
and the contact prevention member of Fig. 15. The
contact is not yet formed with the crimped portion.
Fig. 17 is a perspective view showing a state before
assembling the contact and the contact prevention
member of Fig. 15. The contact is in a state of an
intermediate member.
Fig. 18 is a perspective view showing the intermedi-
ate member and the contact prevention member of
Fig. 17. The contact prevention member is mounted
on the intermediate member.
Fig. 19 is a perspective view showing the intermedi-
ate member and the contact prevention member of
Fig. 18. The intermediate member is wound on the
contact prevention member.
Fig. 20 is a perspective view showing a connector
according to a modification in which a surrounding
portion of the connector of Fig. 1 is formed of an
insulator.
Fig. 21 is a cross-sectional view showing the con-
nector of Fig. 20.
Fig. 22 is a perspective view showing a connector
according to a fourth embodiment of the present in-
vention.
Fig. 23 is a cross-sectional view showing the con-
nector of Fig. 22.
Fig. 24 is a perspective view showing a contact and
a contact prevention member which are included in
the connector of Fig. 22.
Fig. 25 is a cross-sectional view showing the contact
and the contact prevention member of Fig. 24.
Fig. 26 is an enlarged, cross-sectional view showing
a tip of the contact and the contact prevention mem-
ber of Fig. 25.
Fig. 27 is a perspective view showing a state before
assembling the contact and the contact prevention
member of Fig. 24. The contact prevention member
is not yet formed with a large shape portion.
Fig. 28 is a perspective view showing a state follow-
ing the state of Fig. 27. The contact is formed with
the crimped portion.

Fig. 29 is a cross-sectional view showing a connector
of JP 3,575,295B. Fig. 29 (a) is a cross-sectional
view showing the connector. Fig. 29 (b) is an en-
larged, cross-sectional view showing the contact and
the contact prevention member of Fig. 29 (a).

[0010] While the invention is susceptible to various
modifications and alternative forms, specific embodi-
ments thereof are shown by way of example in the draw-
ings and will herein be described in detail.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS:

[0011] Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, a connector 10 ac-
cording to a first embodiment of the present invention is
mateable with a mating connector (not shown) along a
predetermined direction (front-rear direction, PD). The
connector 10 has a mating end 12 and a receiving portion
14. The mating end 12 is mateable with the mating con-
nector. The receiving portion 14 receives a part of the
mating connector. The mating end 12 is positioned at a
front end of the connector 10. The receiving portion 14
is positioned rearward of the mating end 12. Specifically,
the receiving portion 14 is recessed rearward from the
mating end 12.
[0012] The illustrated connector 10 comprises a hold-
ing member 20, a plurality of contacts 30, a plurality of
contact prevention members 50 and a shell 60. The hold-
ing member 20 is made of insulator. Each of the contacts
30 is made of conductor. Each of the contact prevention
members 50 is made of insulator. The shell 60 is made
of metal.
[0013] As shown in Fig. 2, the holding member 20 in-
cludes a holding portion 22 which consists of two blocks,
a front block 24 and a rear block 26. The holding portion
22 may consist of one block.
[0014] As shown in Figs.1 to 4, each of the contacts
30 includes a held portion 32 and a main portion 36. The
held portion 32 is held by the holding portion 22. The
main portion 36 projects over the held portion 32 in the
predetermined direction. In detail, the main portion 36 of
the present embodiment extends frontward so as to
project over the holding portion 22 in the predetermined
direction. As shown in Figs. 2 to 4, the held portion 32 is
formed with a stopper portion 34 projecting in a radial
direction. In the present embodiment, the stopper portion
34 is caught by the front block 24 and the rear block 26
as shown in Fig. 2, so that the held portion 32 is held by
the holding portion 22. Furthermore, the stopper portion
34 is provided with a plane portion 34’, so that the contact
30 can be prevented from being rotated. The main portion
36 has a tubular shape. Especially, the main portion 36
of the present embodiment has a cross-sectional shape
uniform in a plane perpendicular to the predetermined
direction.
[0015] The main portion 36 of the contact 30 is a part
which is connected to a mating contact (not shown) of
the mating connector (not shown). On the other hand, a
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rear part (including the held portion 32) of the contact 30
is a connection portion which is connected to a signal
line. Although the main portion 36 of the present embod-
iment has a cylindrical tubular shape, the present inven-
tion is not limited thereto. Depending upon a shape or
the like of the mating contact (not shown) of the mating
connector (not shown), the main portion 36 may have a
square tubular shape. In addition, as understood from
Fig. 4, each of the contacts 30 of the present embodiment
has a hollow structure in which a hole pierces it from its
front end 30F to its rear end 30R. However, the present
invention is not limited thereto. For example, each of the
contacts 30 may have a partition wall which separates
the main portion 36 from the connection portion (the rear
part of the contact 30).
[0016] Unlike the connector of JP 3,575,295B, each of
the main portions 36 of the present embodiment is formed
with no hole which connects between an inside and an
outside of the main portion 36, as understood from Figs.
3 and 4. Accordingly, when the signal line is connected
to the contact 30 by soldering, molten solder flowing
through an inside of the connection portion cannot flow
out to an outer surface of the main portion 36 as a contact
portion which connects the mating contact (not shown).
Although each of the contacts 30 of the present embod-
iment is formed with no hole which connects between
the outside and the inside thereof, each of the connection
portions of the contacts 30 may be formed with the hole
if each of the main portions 36 of the contacts 30 is formed
with no hole.
[0017] As shown in Figs. 4 and 5, each of the contact
prevention members 50 of the present embodiment has
a head portion 52 and a shaft portion 54. The shaft portion
54 extends along the predetermined direction (front-rear
direction). Except a portion which is crimped to be de-
formed as described later, the shaft portion 54 has a bar-
like shape having a size uniform in the plane perpendic-
ular to the predetermined direction. The head portion 52
is formed at a front end of the shaft portion 54. The head
portion 52 has a shape (large shape portion) larger than
the shaft portion 54 in the plane perpendicular to the pre-
determined direction. In detail, as understood from Figs.
3 and 4, a maximum size of the head portion 52 is almost
same as an outer peripheral size of the main portion 36.
Specifically, the head portions (large shape portions) 52
project outwards beyond shapes which are defined by
inner walls of the main portions 36 in the plane perpen-
dicular to the predetermined direction, respectively. The
shaft portions 54 are accommodated in the contacts 30,
respectively. The head portions 52 project frontward from
the front ends 30F of the main portions 36, respectively.
[0018] As best illustrated in Fig. 3, each of parts of the
contacts 30 is crimped to be formed with crimped portions
40, so that the contact prevention members 50 of the
present embodiment are attached to the contacts 30, re-
spectively. In detail, as understood from Figs. 5 and 6,
the shaft portions 54 are inserted from the front ends 30F
of the contacts 30 into the main portions 36, respectively,

and regions 42 are then crimped to be deformed, so that
the crimped portions 40 are formed (see Fig. 3). By the
formation of the crimped portions 40, parts of the shaft
portions 54 are deformed so as to occupy inside of the
crimped portions 40, respectively. Accordingly, the con-
tact prevention members 50 are held by the contacts 30,
respectively.
[0019] As understood from Figs. 5 and 6, each of the
contact prevention members 50 of the present embodi-
ment is provided with the large shape portion (head por-
tion 52), which is larger than the shaft portion 54, only at
one end of the shaft portion 54. Accordingly, when the
shaft portions 54 are inserted into the main portions 36,
respectively, unnecessary loads are not applied to the
contact prevention members 50 and the contacts 30, re-
spectively, so that unintended deformations of the con-
tact prevention members 50 and the contacts 30 can be
prevented.
[0020] In addition, as understood from Figs. 2 and 4,
the shaft portions 54 of the contact prevention members
50 occupy insides of the main portions 36, respectively.
In other words, insides of the main portions 36 of the
contacts 30 are reinforced by the shaft portions 54, re-
spectively. Thus, the contacts 30 of the present embod-
iment buckle hardly.
[0021] As understood from Figs. 2 and 3, each of the
crimped portions 40 of the present embodiment is formed
on the held portions 32. Accordingly, as shown in Fig. 1,
the crimped portions 40 are not exposed in the receiving
portion 14. Since each of the main portions 36 has a
uniform shape as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the contacts
30 of the present embodiment buckle hardly. However,
the present invention is not limited thereto. Each of the
crimped portions 40 may be formed so as to extend over
from the held portion 32 to the main portion 36. In other
words, each crimped portion 40 may be formed to bridge
the held portion 32 and the main portion 36.
[0022] As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the shell 60 partly
covers the holding member 20. The shell 60 has a sur-
rounding portion 62 which surrounds the main portions
36 of the plurality of contacts 30 altogether in the plane
perpendicular to the predetermined direction. The sur-
rounding portion 62 of the present embodiment defines
the receiving portion 14 while an end of the surrounding
portion 62 forms the mating end 12. Although the sur-
rounding portion 62 is formed as a part of the shell 60 in
the present embodiment, the surrounding portion 62 may
be formed as a part of the holding member 20. The sur-
rounding portion 62 may be provided on both the holding
member 20 and the shell 60.
[0023] For example, with reference to Figs. 20 and 21,
a variation of the connector 10C comprises, instead of
the shell 60 of the above-described embodiment, a sur-
rounding portion 62C made of insulator. Specifically, the
connector 10C comprises the plurality of contacts 30, the
holding member 20, the surrounding portion 62C made
of insulator. Each of the contacts 30 has a structure same
as the contact 30 of the above-described embodiment
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and is held by the holding member 20 as described
above. The surrounding portion 62C surrounds the main
portions 36 of the plurality of contacts 30 altogether in
the plane perpendicular to the predetermined direction.
As understood from Figs. 1 and 20, similar to the sur-
rounding portion 62 of the above-described embodiment,
the surrounding portion 62C of the present embodiment
defines a receiving portion 14C and an end of the sur-
rounding portion 62C forms a mating end 12C. Specifi-
cally, similar to the receiving portion 14 of the above-
described embodiment, the main portions 36 of the con-
tacts 30 are positioned in the receiving portion 14C which
is defined by the surrounding portion 62C of this variation.
In addition, the surrounding portion 62C may be formed
integrally with the holding member 20.
[0024] With reference to Figs. 7 and 8, a connector
10A according to a second embodiment of the present
invention is a variation example of the connector 10 of
the above-described first embodiment. In Figs. 7 and 8,
components which are same as those of the connector
10 shown in Figs. 1 and 2 are referred by using reference
signs same as those of the connector 10. As understood
from Figs. 7 and 8, the holding member 20 and the shell
60 of the present embodiment are same as the holding
member 20 and the shell 60 of the first embodiment. Ac-
cordingly, detailed explanation about those components
is not made. With reference to Figs. 5 and 11, each of
contacts 30A which is not yet crimped has a structure
same as the contact 30 of the first embodiment which is
not yet crimped. Accordingly, with reference to Figs. 9 to
12, a structure of a contact prevention member 50A and
an attachment method of the contact prevention member
50A to the contact 30A are mainly described below.
[0025] As shown in Figs. 10 and 11, each of the contact
prevention members 50A of the present embodiment has
a shaft portion 54A and a large shape portion 56A. The
shaft portion 54A extends along the predetermined di-
rection (front-rear direction). The shaft portion 54A has
a length longer than the shaft portion 54 of the above-
described first embodiment in the predetermined direc-
tion. The shaft portion 54A has a bar-like shape having
a size uniform in the plane perpendicular to the prede-
termined direction. Parts of the shaft portions 54A of the
present embodiment project from the front ends 30F of
the contacts 30A, respectively. The remaining parts of
the shaft portions 54A of the present embodiment are
accommodated in the contacts 30A, respectively. The
large shape portion 56A is provided on a rear end of the
shaft portion 54A. The large shape portion 56A has a
shape larger than the shaft portion 54A in the plane per-
pendicular to the predetermined direction. The large
shape portions 56A are accommodated in the contacts
30A, respectively.
[0026] As best illustrated in Fig. 9, each of parts of the
contacts 30A is crimped to be formed with a crimped
portion 40A, so that contact prevention members 50A of
the present embodiment are attached to the contacts
30A, respectively. In detail, as understood from Figs. 11

and 12, the shaft portions 54A are inserted from the rear
ends 30R of the contacts 30A into the main portions 36,
respectively, and regions 42A are then crimped to be
deformed, so that the crimped portions 40A are formed
(see Fig. 9). By the formation of the crimped portions
40A, parts of the large shape portion 56A are deformed
to occupy insides of the crimped portions 40A, respec-
tively, so that the contact prevention members 50A are
held by the contacts 30A, respectively. In addition, as
shown in Fig. 3 of the first embodiment, each of the
crimped portions 40A may be formed at a part which is
positioned frontward of the stopper portion 34.
[0027] As understood from Figs. 11 and 12, each of
the contact prevention members 50A of the present em-
bodiment is provided with the large shape portion 56A,
which is larger than the shaft portion 54A, only at one
end of the shaft portion 54A. Accordingly, when the shaft
portions 54A are inserted into the contacts 30A, respec-
tively, unnecessary loads are not applied to the contact
prevention members 50A and the contacts 30A, respec-
tively, so that unintended deformations of the contact pre-
vention members 50A and the contacts 30A can be pre-
vented.
[0028] In addition, as understood from Figs. 8 and 10,
the shaft portions 54A of the contact prevention members
50A occupy insides of the main portions 36 of the con-
tacts 30A, respectively. In other words, insides of the
main portions 36 of the contacts 30A are reinforced by
the shaft portions 54A, respectively. Thus, the contacts
30A of the present embodiment buckle hardly.
[0029] As understood from Figs. 8 and 9, each of the
crimped portions 40A of the present embodiment is
formed on the held portion 32A. Each of the main portions
36 of the present embodiment has a uniform shape. Ac-
cordingly, the contacts 30A of the present embodiment
buckle hardly.
[0030] In the above-described first and second embod-
iment, the contacts 30, 30A are formed by cutting and
the like. However, the present invention is not limited
thereto. For example, in a third embodiment, each of con-
tacts may be formed cylindrically by rolling a blank which
is obtained by pressing a metal plate. The third embod-
iment is described below.
[0031] With reference to Figs. 13 and 14, a connector
10B according to the third embodiment of the present
invention is a variation example of the connector 10 of
the above-described first embodiment. In Figs. 13 and
14, the portions which are same as those of the connector
10 shown in Figs. 1 and 2 are referred by using reference
signs same as those of the connector 10. As understood
from Figs. 13 and 14, the holding member 20 and the
shell 60 of the present embodiment are same as the hold-
ing member 20 and the shell 60 of the first embodiment.
Accordingly, detailed explanation about those portions
is not made.
[0032] Although, as understood from Figs. 14 to 16, a
main function of contacts 30B is same as the above-de-
scribed contacts 30, 30A, a manufacturing method of the
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contacts 30B is different from those of the contacts 30,
30A. Because of the difference of the manufacturing
methods, a structural detail of each of the contacts 30B
is different from those of the contacts 30, 30A.
[0033] As understood from Figs. 15 to 19, the contacts
30B of the present embodiment are formed by winding
intermediate members 70, which are obtained by press-
ing metal plates, around contact prevention members
50B, respectively. The intermediate members 70 are
wound around the contact prevention members 50B, re-
spectively, so that the contact prevention members 50B
are held by the contacts 30B, respectively.
[0034] With reference to Figs. 16 to 18, each of the
contact prevention members 50B of the present embod-
iment has a structure which has both features of the con-
tact prevention member 50B and the contact prevention
member 50A as described above. Each of the contact
prevention members 50B has a head portion (large
shape portion) 52B, a shaft portion 54B and a large shape
portion 56B. The head portion 52B corresponds to the
head portion 52 of the contact prevention member 50B
of the first embodiment. The head portion 52B is posi-
tioned frontward of the shaft portion 54B. The large shape
portion 56B corresponds to the large shape portion 56A
of the contact prevention member 50A of the second em-
bodiment. The large shape portion 56B is positioned rear-
ward of the shaft portion 54B. Specifically, in the prede-
termined direction, each of the contact prevention mem-
bers 50B of the present embodiment has the large shape
portion 52B on one end of the shaft portion 54B and the
large shape portion 56B on the other end thereof. The
large shape portions 52B and 56B have shapes each of
which is larger than a shape of the shaft portion 54B in
the plane perpendicular to the predetermined direction.
[0035] As shown in Fig. 17, each of the intermediate
members 70 is formed with a portion 34B’ which becomes
a stopper portion 34B. The illustrated intermediate mem-
ber 70 is under a state where the intermediate member
70 is connected to a carrier 72. As shown in Fig. 18, the
contact prevention members 50B are mounted on the
intermediate members 70 so that the head portions 52B
project from front ends 30F’ of the intermediate members
70, respectively, and that the large shape portions 56B
extend rearward from the portions 34B’, respectively.
Specifically, the contact prevention members 50B are
mounted on the intermediate members 70 so that the
shaft portions 54B are positioned between the front ends
30F’ and the portions 34B’, respectively. Next, as shown
in Fig. 19, the intermediate members 70 are wound
around the contact prevention members 50B, respective-
ly. Thus, the contact prevention members 50B are held
by the contacts 30B, respectively. After that, the carriers
72 are separated from the contacts 30B, respectively, so
that the contact 30B and the contact prevention member
50B as shown in Fig. 15 are obtained.
[0036] By the above-described manufacturing meth-
od, each of the contacts 30B has a joint 30C. As shown
in Fig. 16, the shaft portions 54B of the contact prevention

members 50B occupy insides of the main portions 36B,
respectively, and each of the contacts 30B is formed with
no hole which connects between an inside and an outside
thereof. Accordingly, similar to the first embodiment and
the second embodiment, molten solder cannot flow out
to an outer surface of the contact 30B when the signal
line is connected to the contact 30B by soldering. In ad-
dition, in the present embodiment, each of the connection
portions of the contacts 30B may be formed with the hole
if each of the main portions 36B of the contacts 30B is
not formed with the hole.
[0037] With reference to Fig. 16, a space exists be-
tween the stopper portion 34B and the large shape por-
tion 56B of the present embodiment. As shown in Fig.14,
the stopper portion 34B is a part of the held portion 32B
which is held by the holding portion 22. Thus, the contacts
30B buckle hardly even if the spaces exist. However, the
present invention is not limited thereto. Each of the con-
tact prevention members 50B may be modified so that
each of the spaces does not exist between the stopper
portion 34B and the contact prevention member 50B.
[0038] By the above-described manufacturing meth-
od, the large shape portions 52B and 56B having shapes
each of which is larger than an inner shape of the main
portion 36B can be provided at opposite ends of the tu-
bular main portion 36B, respectively. Accordingly, the
contact prevention member 50B are prevented from com-
ing off from the contacts 30B, respectively.
[0039] In the present embodiment, each of the contact
prevention members 50B having a size slightly larger
than a normal size may be pressed to be compressed
and deformed when the intermediate member 70 is
wound therearound. In that case, the contacts 30B are
engaged with the surface of the contact prevention mem-
bers 50B by winding the intermediate members 70, re-
spectively, so that the contact prevention members 50B
are held by the contacts 30B, respectively. Accordingly,
at least one of the head portion 52B and the large shape
portion 56B can be omitted. In addition, similar to the first
and second embodiment, at least one of the crimped por-
tions 40, 40A may be formed on the contact 30B.
[0040] With reference to Figs. 22 and 23, the connector
10D according to a fourth embodiment of the present
invention is a variation example of the connector 10 of
the above-described first embodiment. In Figs. 22 and
23, components which are same as those of the connec-
tor 10 shown in Figs. 1 and 2 are referred by using ref-
erence signs same as those of the connector 10. As un-
derstood from Figs. 22 and 23, the holding member 20
and the shell 60 of the present embodiment are same as
the holding member 20 and the shell 60 of the first em-
bodiment. Accordingly, detailed explanation about those
components is not made.
[0041] As understood from Figs. 24 and 25, each of
the contacts 30D of the present embodiment is obtained
by pressing a metal plate followed by bending it. Each of
the contacts 30D of the present embodiment has a joint
30C similar to the contact 30B (see Fig. 15) of the above-
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described embodiment. However, the present invention
is not limited thereto. Each of the contacts 30D may be
formed by cutting and the like.
[0042] Specifically, as shown in Figs. 24 and 25, each
of the contacts 30D has a held portion 32D and a main
portion 36D. The held portion 32D is held by the holding
portion 22. The main portion 36D extends from the held
portion 32D in the predetermined direction. In detail, the
main portion 36D of the present embodiment extends
frontward so as to project over the holding portion 22 in
the predetermined direction. As shown in Figs. 23 to 25,
the held portion 32D is formed with a stopper portion 34D
projecting in the radial direction. In the present embodi-
ment, as shown in Fig. 23, the stopper portion 34D is
caught by the front block 24 and the rear block 26 as
shown in Fig. 23, so that the held portion 32D is held by
the holding portion 22. The main portion 36D has a tu-
bular shape. Except a portion which is crimped to be de-
formed as described later, the main portion 36D of the
present embodiment has a cross-sectional shape uni-
form in the plane perpendicular to the predetermined di-
rection. As best illustrated in Fig. 25, each of the contacts
30D is formed with a partition portion 44D which sepa-
rates solder from the contact prevention member 50D so
that the solder is prevented from being adhered to the
contact prevention member 50D when the signal line is
connected to the contact 30D by soldering. Each of the
contact prevention members 50D is described later. In
the present embodiment, the partition portion 44D is po-
sitioned rearward of the stopper portion 34D.
[0043] As shown in Figs. 25 and 26, each of the contact
prevention members 50D of the present embodiment has
a head portion (large shape portion) 52D, an inner fit
portion 56D and a shaft portion 54D. The shaft portion
54D extends along the predetermined direction (front-
rear direction). Except a portion which is crimped to be
deformed as described later, the shaft portion 54D has
a bar-like shape having a size uniform in the plane per-
pendicular to the predetermined direction. Especially, in
the plane (perpendicular plane) perpendicular to the pre-
determined direction, the shaft portion 54D of the present
embodiment has a size smaller than a shape which is
defined by an inner wall 38D of the main portion 36D of
the contact 30D. Accordingly, as shown in Fig. 26, a slight
space exists between the inner wall 38D of the main por-
tion 36D and the shaft portion 54D, and the shaft portion
54D is not closely fit on the inner wall 38D. The inner fit
portion 56D is provided on a front end of the shaft portion
54D. The inner fit portion 56D has a size larger than the
shaft portion 54D in the perpendicular plane. In other
words, the shaft portion 54D has a size smaller than the
inner fit portion 56D in the perpendicular plane. Specifi-
cally, the inner fit portion 56D is closely fit on the whole
inner wall 38D of the main portion 36D in the perpendic-
ular plane. The head portion 52D is provided on a front
end of the inner fit portion 56D. Specifically, the inner fit
portion 56D is positioned between the head portion 52D
and the shaft portion 54D in the predetermined direction.

The head portion 52D of the present embodiment is in
contact with the main portion 36D without any gaps in
the predetermined direction. In other words, the head
portion 52D is in contact with a whole circumference of
an end of the main portion 36D. Furthermore, the head
portion 52D has a size larger than the inner fit portion
56D in the perpendicular plane. Specifically, the head
portion 52D has a size larger than the shaft portion 54D
in the perpendicular plane. In detail, as understood from
Figs. 25 and 26, the head portion (large shape portion)
52D projects outwards beyond a shape which is defined
by the inner wall 38D of the main portion 36D in the per-
pendicular plane. The inner fit portion 56D and the shaft
portion 54D are accommodated in the contact 30D. The
head portion 52D projects frontward from the front end
30F of the main portion 36D.
[0044] In the present embodiment, the shaft portion
54D has the bar-like shape having a cross-sectional
shape uniform in the perpendicular plane. Accordingly,
an end of each of the contact prevention members 50D
of the present embodiment opposite to the head portion
52D thereof has a size smaller than a shape which is
defined by the inner wall 38D of the main portion 36D in
the perpendicular plane. Specifically, each of the contact
prevention members 50D of the present embodiment is
formed with a large shape portion (head portion 52D)
only at one end in the predetermine direction, wherein
the large shape portion (head portion 52D) projects out-
wards beyond a shape which is defined by the inner wall
38D of the main portion 36D in the perpendicular plane.
[0045] As shown in Figs. 27 and 28, each of the contact
prevention members 50D of the present embodiment is
formed by thermally welding a rod material 54D1 made
of resin by use of a jig 80. The illustrated contact 30D is
connected to the carrier 72. The carrier 72 holds the con-
tact 30D upon formation of the contact prevention mem-
ber 50D.
[0046] In detail, with reference to Fig. 27, after a con-
tinuously-formed, long rod material 54D1 is inserted into
the main portion 36D of the contact 30D, the rod material
54D1 is cut so as to have a predetermined length. Alter-
natively, the rod material 54D1 may be first cut to have
the predetermined length, and then may be inserted into
the main portion 36D of the contact 30D. Thereafter, a
part of the contact 30D is crimped to form a crimped por-
tion 40D, so that the rod material 54D1 is fixed so as not
to be moved in the predetermined direction. In this state,
as shown in Fig. 28, an end of the rod material 54D1
projects frontward from the front end 30F of the contact
30D, and the head portion 52D is then formed by using
the jig 80. The jig 80 is formed with a recess 82 which
has a shape corresponding to a shape of the head portion
52D. After the jig 80 is heated over a melting point of the
rod material 54D1, the heated jig 80 is pressed against
the end of the rod material 54D1. Accordingly, the head
portion 52D is formed while an excess resin is pushed
into the main portion 36D so that the inner fit portion 56D
is formed. In other words, the contact prevention member
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50D is formed by the above-described process. After
that, the carrier 72 is separated from the contact 30D.
[0047] In the above-described heating process with us-
ing the jig 80, the head portion 52D is closely fit on the
front end 30F of the contact 30D in the predetermined
direction while the inner fit portion 56D is closely fit on
the inner wall 38D of the main portion 36D. Accordingly,
looseness of the contact prevention member 50D (espe-
cially, the head portions 52D and the vicinities thereof)
against the contact 30D can be suppressed.
[0048] In the above-described manufacturing method,
the rod material 54D1 is inserted into the contact 30D
and then a part of the contact 30D is crimped so that a
position of the rod material 54D1 with respect to the con-
tact 30D is fixed. However, the present invention is not
limited thereto. For example, the contact 30D may be
provided with a projection on its inside, and then the rod
material 54D1 may be press-fitted into the contact 30D
so that a position of the rod material 54D1 with respect
to the contact 30D is fixed.
[0049] Instead of the rod material 54D1 having a simple
shape, for example, a premolded insulator, such as the
contact prevention member 50A as shown in Fig. 11, can
be used. In that case, after the insulator is inserted into
the contact 30A as shown in Fig. 12, the crimped portion
40A (see Fig. 9) is formed, and the jig 80 is then pressed
against the insulator as shown in Fig. 28, so that the head
portion 52D (large shape portion) is formed. In the above-
described process, instead of forming the crimped por-
tion 40A and pressing the jig 80 against the insulator, the
jig 80 may be pressed against the insulator as shown in
Fig. 28 in a state where movement of the insulator is
restricted by pressing a rear part of the large shape por-
tion 56A (see Fig. 11). In this case, similar to the third
embodiment, the large shape portions are formed at op-
posite ends of the contact prevention member, respec-
tively. Nonetheless, the contact prevention member 50D
has the large shape portion only at one end thereof. The
contact prevention member 50D can be formed by using
a resin rod having a simple shape and can be formed by
the above-described manufacturing method suitable for
automatization. Accordingly, the contact 30D including
the contact prevention member 50D having the large
shape portion only at one end thereof is advantageous
in cost.
[0050] The above-described connectors 10, 10A, 10B
and 10D are especially useful for a medical equipment
which requires that a finger of a user is prevented from
being brought into contact with tips of the contacts 30,
30A, 30B and 30D whose diameters are small.

Claims

1. A connector (10) mateable with a mating connector
along a predetermined direction (PD), the connector
(10) comprising:

a holding member (20) including a holding por-
tion (22);
a plurality of contacts (30), which include held
portions (32) and main portions (36), respective-
ly, the held portions (32) being held by the hold-
ing portion (22), the main portions (36) extending
from the held portions (32), respectively, in the
predetermined direction (PD), the main portions
(36) projecting over the holding portion (22) in
the predetermined direction (PD), each of the
main portions (36) having a tubular shape; and
a plurality of contact prevention members (50),
each of which is made of insulator, the contact
prevention members (50) occupying insides of
the main portions (36), respectively, the contact
prevention members (50) projecting over the
main portions (36), respectively, in the predeter-
mined direction (PD);
characterized in that
each of the contacts (30) is formed with a
crimped portion (40) which holds the contact
prevention member (50).

2. The connector (10) as recited in claim 1, wherein
each of the main portions (36) is formed with no hole
which connects between an inside and an outside
of the main portion (36) in a direction perpendicular
to the predetermined direction (PD).

3. The connector (10) as recited in claim 1 or 2, wherein
each of the main portions (36) has a cross-sectional
shape uniform in a plane perpendicular to the pre-
determined direction (PD).

4. The connector (10) as recited in claim 1, wherein the
crimpled portion (40) is formed on the held portion
(32).

5. The connector (10A) as recited in claim 1 or 4, where-
in:

each of the main portions (36) has an inner wall
which defines a predetermined shape in a per-
pendicular plane perpendicular to the predeter-
mined direction (PD);
each of the contact prevention members (50A)
has two ends in the predetermined direction
(PD); and
only one of the two ends of each of the contact
prevention members is formed with a large
shape portion (56A) which projects outwards be-
yond the predetermined shape in the perpendic-
ular plane.

6. The connector (10B) as recited in one of claims 1 to
3, wherein each of the contacts is a pressed member
(70) which is wound on the contact prevention mem-
ber (50B).
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7. The connector (10B) as recited in claim 6, wherein:

each of the main portions (36) has an inner wall
which defines a predetermined shape in a per-
pendicular plane perpendicular to the predeter-
mined direction (PD);
each of the contact prevention members (50B)
has two ends in the predetermined direction
(PD); and
each of the two ends of each of the contact pre-
vention members (50B) is formed with a large
shape portion (52B, 56B) which projects out-
wards the predetermined shape in the perpen-
dicular plane.

8. The connector (10B) as recited in one of claims 1 to
3, wherein:

each of the main portions (36) has an inner wall
which defines a predetermined shape in a per-
pendicular plane perpendicular to the predeter-
mined direction;
each of the contact prevention members (50B)
has a large shape portion which projects over
the main portion (36) in the predetermined di-
rection;
the large shape portion (52B, 56B) is a thermal
welded portion which projects outwards beyond
the predetermined shape in the perpendicular
plane.

9. The connector (10D) as recited in claim 8, wherein:

each of the contact prevention members (50D)
further has an inner fit portion (56D) and a shaft
portion (54D);
the large shape portion (52D) is in contact with
the main portion (36) without any gaps therebe-
tween in the predetermined direction;
the inner fit portion (56D) is positioned between
the large shape portion (52D) and the shaft por-
tion (54D) in the predetermined direction (PD);
the inner fit portion (56D) is closely fit on the
whole inner wall of the main portion (36) in the
perpendicular plane; and
the shaft portion (54D) has a size smaller than
the inner fit portion (56D) in the perpendicular
plane.

10. The connector (10D) as recited in claim 8 or 9, where-
in each of the contact prevention members (50D)
has another end (54D) which is not formed with the
large shape portion and which is smaller than the
predetermined shape in the perpendicular plane.

11. The connector (10) as recited in one of claims 1 to
10, further comprising a shell (60) made of metal,
wherein the shell (60) surrounds the main portions

(36) of the plurality of contacts (30) altogether in a
plane perpendicular to the predetermined direction.

12. The connector (10) as recited in one of claims 1 to
10, wherein:

the holding member (20) has a surrounding por-
tion (62) which extends from the holding portion
(22); and
the surrounding portion (62) surrounds the main
portions (36) of the plurality of contacts (30) al-
together in a plane perpendicular to the prede-
termined direction (PD).

Patentansprüche

1. Steckverbinder (10), der steckbar mit einem Gegen-
steckverbinder entlang einer vorbestimmten Rich-
tung (PD) verbunden werden kann, wobei der Steck-
verbinder (10) umfaßt:

ein Halteelement (20) mit einem Halteabschnitt
(22);
eine Vielzahl von Kontakten (30), die gehaltene
Abschnitte (32) bzw. Hauptabschnitte (36) ent-
halten, wobei die gehaltenen Abschnitte (32)
durch den Halteabschnitt (22) gehalten werden,
wobei sich die Hauptabschnitte (36) von den
entsprechenden gehaltenen Abschnitten (32) in
der vorbestimmten Richtung (PD) erstrecken,
wobei die Hauptabschnitte (36) in der vorbe-
stimmten Richtung (PD) über die Halteabschnit-
te (22) herausragen, wobei jeder der Hauptab-
schnitte (36) rohrförmig ist; und
eine Vielzahl von Kontaktvermeidungselemen-
ten (50), von denen jedes aus einem Isolierma-
terial hergestellt ist, wobei die Kontaktvermei-
dungselemente (50) im Inneren der entspre-
chenden Hauptabschnitte (36) angeordnet sind,
wobei die Kontaktvermeidungselemente (50) in
der vorbestimmten Richtung (PD) über die
Hauptabschnitte (36) herausragen;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
jeder der Kontakte (30) mit einem gecrimpten
Abschnitt (40) gebildet ist, der das Kontaktver-
meidungselement (50) hält.

2. Steckverbinder (10) nach Anspruch 1, wobei jeder
der Hauptabschnitte (36) ohne eine Öffnung gebildet
ist, die eine Verbindung zwischen einem Inneren und
einem Äußeren des Hauptabschnitts (36) in einer
Richtung senkrecht zu der vorbestimmten Richtung
(PD) herstellt.

3. Steckverbinder (10) nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei
jeder der Hauptabschnitte (36) eine einheitliche
Querschnittsform in einer Ebene senkrecht zu der
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vorbestimmten Richtung (PD) aufweist.

4. Steckverbinder (10) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der ge-
crimpte Abschnitt (40) auf dem gehaltenen Abschnitt
(32) gebildet ist.

5. Steckverbinder (10A) nach Anspruch 1 oder 4, wo-
bei:

jeder der Hauptabschnitte (36) eine Innenwand
aufweist, die eine vorbestimmte Form in einer
senkrechten Ebene senkrecht zu der vorbe-
stimmten Richtung (PD) definiert;
jedes der Kontaktvermeidungselemente (50A)
zwei Enden in der vorbestimmten Richtung (PD)
aufweist; und
lediglich eines der beiden Enden eines jeden
der Kontaktvermeidungselemente mit einem
großförmigen Abschnitt (56A) gebildet ist, der
jenseits der vorbestimmten Form in der senk-
rechten Ebene nach außen hervorsteht.

6. Steckverbinder (10B) nach einem der Ansprüche 1
bis 3, wobei jeder der Kontakte ein gepresstes Ele-
ment (70) ist, das auf das Kontaktvermeidungsele-
ment (50B) gewickelt ist.

7. Steckverbinder (10B) nach Anspruch 6, wobei:

jeder der Hauptabschnitte (36) eine Innenwand
aufweist, die eine vorbestimmte Form in einer
senkrechten Ebene senkrecht zu der vorbe-
stimmten Richtung (PD) definiert;
jedes der Kontaktvermeidungselemente (50B)
in der vorbestimmten Richtung (PD) zwei Enden
aufweist; und
jede der beiden Enden eines jeden der Kontakt-
vermeidungselemente (50B) mit einem großför-
migen Abschnitt (52B, 56B) gebildet ist, der ge-
genüber der vorbestimmten Form in der senk-
rechten Ebene nach außen hinausragt.

8. Steckverbinder (10B) nach einem der Ansprüche 1
bis 3, wobei:

jeder der Hauptabschnitte (36) eine Innenwand
aufweist, die eine vorbestimmte Form in einer
senkrechten Ebene senkrecht zu der vorbe-
stimmten Richtung definiert;
jedes der Kontaktvermeidungselemente (50B)
einen großförmigen Abschnitt aufweist, der in
der vorbestimmten Richtung über den Hauptab-
schnitt (36) hinausragt;
der großförmige Abschnitt (20B, 56B) ein ther-
misch geschweißter Abschnitt ist, der jenseits
der vorbestimmten Form in der senkrechten
Ebene nach außen hervorragt.

9. Steckverbinder (10D) nach Anspruch 8, wobei:

jedes der Kontaktvermeidungselemente (50D)
des Weiteren einen Innenpassabschnitt (56D)
und einen Achsenabschnitt (54D) aufweist;
der großförmige Abschnitt (52D) mit dem Haupt-
abschnitt (36) in der vorbestimmten Richtung
ohne dazwischen angeordnete Lücken in Kon-
takt steht;
der Innenpassabschnitt (56D) zwischen dem
großförmigen Abschnitt (52D) und dem Achsen-
abschnitt (54D) in der vorbestimmten Richtung
(PD) positioniert ist;
der Innenpassabschnitt (56D) auf der gesamten
Innenwand des Hauptabschnitts (36) in der
senkrechten Ebene genau angepasst ist; und
der Achsenabschnitt (54D) eine Größe aufweist,
die kleiner ist als der Innenpassabschnitt (56D)
in der senkrechten Ebene.

10. Steckverbinder (10D) nach Anspruch 8 oder 9, wobei
jedes der Kontaktvermeidungselemente (50D) ein
weiteres Ende (54D) aufweist, das nicht mit dem
großförmigen Abschnitt gebildet ist und das kleiner
ist als die vorbestimmte Form in der senkrechten
Ebene.

11. Steckverbinder (10) nach einem der Ansprüche 1
bis 10, des Weiteren umfassend eine Hülse (60) aus
Metall, wobei die Hülse (60) die Hauptabschnitte (36)
der Vielzahl von Kontakten (30) gemeinsam in einer
Ebene senkrecht zu der vorbestimmten Richtung
umgibt.

12. Steckverbinder (10) nach einem der Ansprüche 1
bis 10, wobei:

das Halteelement (20) einen umgebenden Ab-
schnitt (62) aufweist, der sich von dem Halteab-
schnitt (22) erstreckt; und
der umgebende Abschnitt (62) die Hauptab-
schnitte (36) der Vielzahl von Kontakten (30) ge-
meinsam in einer Ebene senkrecht zu der vor-
bestimmten Richtung (PD) umgibt.

Revendications

1. Connecteur (10) pouvant être associé à un connec-
teur conjugué suivant une direction prédéterminée
(PD), le connecteur (10) comprenant :

un élément de retenue (20) comportant une par-
tie de retenue (22) ;
une pluralité de contacts (30), qui comportent
respectivement des parties retenues (32) et des
parties principales (36), les parties retenues (32)
étant retenues par la partie de retenue (22), les
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parties principales (36) s’étendant respective-
ment à partir des parties retenues (32) dans la
direction prédéterminée (PD), les parties princi-
pales (36) s’étendant au-dessus de la partie de
retenue (22) dans la direction prédéterminée
(PD), chacune des parties principales (36) pré-
sentant une forme tubulaire ; et
une pluralité d’éléments de prévention de con-
tact (50), chacun d’eux est réalisé en un isolant,
les éléments de prévention de contact (50) oc-
cupant respectivement des parties internes des
parties principales (36), les éléments de préven-
tion de contact (50) s’étendant respectivement
sur les parties principales (36) suivant la direc-
tion prédéterminée (PD) ;
caractérisé en ce que
chacun des contacts (30) comporte une partie
sertie (40) qui maintient l’élément de prévention
de contact (50).

2. Connecteur (10) selon la revendication 1, dans le-
quel aucune des parties principales (36) ne compor-
te d’orifice qui assure la liaison entre une partie in-
terne et une partie externe de la partie principale (36)
dans une direction perpendiculaire à la direction pré-
déterminée (PD).

3. Connecteur (10) selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans
lequel chacune des parties principales (36) présente
une forme en section transversale uniforme dans un
plan perpendiculaire à la direction prédéterminée
(PD).

4. Connecteur (10) selon la revendication 1, dans le-
quel la partie sertie (40) est formée sur la partie re-
tenue (32).

5. Connecteur (10A) selon la revendication 1 ou 4, dans
lequel :

chacune des parties principales (36) présente
une paroi interne qui définit une forme prédéter-
minée dans un plan perpendiculaire, perpendi-
culaire à la direction prédéterminée (PD) ;
chacun des éléments de prévention de contact
(50A) comporte deux extrémités dans la direc-
tion prédéterminée (PD) ; et
seule une des deux extrémités de chacun des
éléments de prévention de contact est formée
avec une partie de forme étendue (56A) qui
s’étend vers l’extérieur au delà de la forme pré-
déterminée dans le plan perpendiculaire,

6. Connecteur (10B) selon l’une des revendications 1
à 3, dans lequel chacun des contacts est un élément
pressé (70) qui est enroulé sur l’élément de préven-
tion de contact (50B).

7. Connecteur (10B) selon la revendication 6, dans
lequel :

chacune des parties principales (36) présente
une paroi interne qui définit une forme prédéter-
minée dans un plan perpendiculaire, perpendi-
culaire à la direction prédéterminée (PD) ;
chacun des éléments de prévention de contact
(50B) présente deux extrémités dans la direc-
tion prédéterminée (PD) ; et
chacune des deux extrémités de chacun des
éléments de prévention de contact (50B) com-
porte une partie de forme large (52B, 56B) qui
s’étend vers l’extérieur de la forme prédétermi-
née dans le plan perpendiculaire.

8. Connecteur (10B) selon l’une des revendications 1
à 3, dans lequel :

chacune des parties principales (36) comporte
une paroi interne qui présente une forme pré-
déterminée dans un plan perpendiculaire, per-
pendiculaire à la direction prédéterminée ;
chacun des éléments de prévention de contact
(50B) comporte une partie de forme large qui
s’étend au-dessus de la partie principale (36)
dans la direction prédéterminée ;
la partie de forme large (52B, 56B) est une partie
soudée à chaud qui s’étend vers l’extérieur, au-
delà de la forme prédéterminée dans le plan per-
pendiculaire.

9. Connecteur (10D) selon la revendication 8, dans
lequel :

chacun des éléments de prévention de contact
(50D) comporte en outre une partie d’assembla-
ge interne (56D) et une partie de tige (54D) ;
la partie de forme large (52D) est en contact
avec la partie principale (36) sans aucun jeu en-
tre les deux dans la direction prédéterminée ;
la partie d’assemblage interne (56D) est posi-
tionnée entre la partie de forme large (52D) et
la partie de tige (54D) suivant la direction pré-
déterminée (PD) ;
la partie d’assemblage interne (56D) est assem-
blée étroitement sur la totalité de la paroi interne
de la partie principale (36) dans le plan
perpendiculaire ; et
la partie de tige (54D) présente une taille infé-
rieure à la partie d’assemblage interne (56D)
dans le plan perpendiculaire.

10. Connecteur (10D) selon la revendication 8 ou 9,
dans lequel chacun des éléments de prévention de
contact (50D) comprend une autre extrémité (54D)
qui ne comporte pas la partie de forme étendue et
qui est de taille inférieure à la forme prédéterminée
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dans le plan perpendiculaire.

11. Connecteur (10) selon l’une des revendications 1 à
10, comprenant en outre une enveloppe (60) réali-
sée en métal, dans lequel l’enveloppe (60) entoure
les parties principales (36) de la pluralité de contacts
(30) toutes ensemble dans un plan perpendiculaire
à la direction prédéterminée.

12. Connecteur (10) selon l’une des revendications 1 à
10, dans lequel :

l’élément de retenue (20) comprend une partie
environnante (62) qui s’étend à partir de la partie
de liaison (22) ; et
la partie environnante (62) entoure les parties
principales (36) de la pluralité de contacts (30)
toutes ensemble dans un plan perpendiculaire
à la direction prédéterminée (PD).
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