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(57) To develop a Fenton reaction catalyst that can
maintain divalent iron stably for a long period of time, can
utilize trivalent iron or metallic iron, which is an inexpen-
sive iron-supplying source, by converting into divalent
iron, and is harmless to the human body and the envi-
ronment, provided is a Fenton reaction catalyst, includ-
ing, as an active component, a reaction product obtained
by mixing a specific reducing organic substance (e.g.,
ascorbic acid, a polyphenol-containing plant component,
or a plant dry distillation liquid component) with an iron-
supplying source at a predetermined ratio in the presence
of water. Also provided are a sterilization method, a pol-
lutant degradation method, and a luminescence method
based on chemiluminescence, which involve using the
Fenton reaction catalyst.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a Fenton reaction catalyst. The present invention also relates to a sterilization
method, a pollutant degradation method, and a luminescence method based on chemiluminescence, involving using
the Fenton reaction catalyst.

Background Art

[0002] The sterilization or removal of harmful substances is important in the agriculture and food processing field.
However, many conventional methods using chemical drugs are not preferred because they could remain in foods or
agricultural products. In addition, sterilization with chlorine usually results in a strong chlorine odor that is a disadvantage
in this treatment.
[0003] Therefore, in the food field, ozone sterilization may be used as a sterilization method free from leaving any
odor for the foods. However, this method has the disadvantage of high cost to introduce an expensive ozone gas
generator in a place other than a large-scale facility.
[0004] Under such circumstances, in many industrial fields, there is a high need for development of a low cost steri-
lization method free from causing any harmful residual effect for human body.
[0005] Therefore, a Fenton reaction has attracted attention as a sterilization method for solving such problems.
[0006] The "Fenton reaction" refers to a reaction for generating hydroxyl radicals from hydrogen peroxide through a
reaction of divalent iron. The generated hydroxyl radicals have the strongest oxidation effect among radicals.
[0007] Based on the strong oxidation effect, the reaction is expected to be applied in various fields such as sterilization
and degradation of harmful substances and persistent pollutants (for example, a technology for soil cleanup by injecting
a Fenton reaction catalyst into soil polluted with harmful substances).
[0008] In addition, the Fenton reaction is a technology having a low environmental burden because hydrogen peroxide
is converted into harmless oxygen and water after completion of the reaction.
[0009] Hitherto, iron(II) sulfate has been generally used as a Fenton reaction catalyst. However, it is necessary to add
divalent iron as needed because divalent iron is immediately oxidized to be precipitated and lose catalytic ability.
[0010] Therefore, a technology for improving solubility of ferrous sulfate using EDTA, citric acid, or the like has been
developed to maintain its water solubility (see Non Patent Literature 1).
[0011] In addition, there has been reported a technology for sterilizing a mold based on the strong oxidation effect of
the Fenton reaction (see Patent Literature 1).
[0012] However, in such conventional methods, there is a fatal problem in that divalent iron used as a catalyst is very
unstable and cannot be prevented from being oxidized into trivalent iron, resulting in losing the catalytic ability in a short
time.
[0013] Therefore, there has been required development of a stable Fenton reaction catalyst that can maintain the
state of divalent iron, which is in nature unstable, for a long period of time.
[0014] Further, in the conventional Fenton reaction catalysts, trivalent iron or metallic iron, which is present in large
amounts in the nature and can be inexpensively supplied, cannot be used as an iron raw material.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0015]

[PTL 1] JP 2009-062350 A
[PTL 2] JP 61-59248 B

Non Patent Literature

[0016] [NPL 1] Proceedings of the 15th Symposium on Soil and Groundwater. Contamination and Remediation, p.
339-342, published in June 2009, Geo-Environmental Protection Center.
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Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0017] The present invention has been made in order to solve the above-mentioned problems. An object of the present
invention is to develop and provide a Fenton reaction catalyst that canmaintain divalent iron stably for a long period of time.
[0018] Another object of the present invention is to produce and provide a Fenton reaction catalyst that is different
from a conventional Fenton reaction catalyst in the point of the possibility to use the trivalent iron or metallic iron (inex-
pensive iron-supplying source) by converting them to divalent iron.
[0019] Still another object of the present invention is to develop a Fenton reaction catalyst harmless to the human
body and the environment.

Solution to Problem

[0020] Substances having a reducing effect (for example, ascorbic acid) can be used to reduce trivalent iron to divalent
iron (see Patent Literature 2), but many of these substances have a strong radical scavenging ability (scavenger function).
[0021] Therefore, hitherto, these reductants have not been used in a Fenton reaction for generating hydroxyl radicals.
[0022] The inventors of the present invention have made intensive studies in view of such circumstances, and as a
result, have found that the reaction product obtained by mixing a specific reducing organic substance (specifically ascorbic
acid, a polyphenol-containing plant component, or a plant dry distillation liquid component) at a specific ratio with respect
to an iron element in the presence of water has a very strong ability to catalyze the Fenton reaction.
[0023] In addition, the inventors of the present invention have found that the reducing organic substances can maintain
the state of divalent iron, which is in nature unstable, stably for a long period of time, and can reduce trivalent iron into
divalent iron to thereby maintain it stably for a long period of time. The inventors have also found that the reducing
organic substance is acidic, and hence insoluble trivalent iron and metallic iron can be solubilized and used.
[0024] Substances having a reducing effect (for example, ascorbic acid) can be used to reduce trivalent iron to divalent
iron (see Patent Literature 2), but many of these substances have a strong radical scavenging ability (scavenger function).
[0025] Therefore, hitherto, these reductants have not been used in a Fenton reaction for generating hydroxyl radicals.
[0026] The inventors of the present invention have made intensive studies in view of such circumstances, and as a
result, have found that the reaction product obtained by mixing a specific reducing organic substance (specifically ascorbic
acid, a polyphenol-containing plant component, or a plant distillation liquid component) at a specific ratio with respect
to an iron element in the presence of water has a very strong ability to catalyze the Fenton reaction.
[0027] In addition, the inventors of the present invention have found that the reducing organic substances can maintain
the state of divalent iron, which is in nature unstable, stably for a long period of time, and can reduce trivalent iron into
divalent iron to thereby maintain it stably for a long period of time. The inventors have also found that the reducing
organic substance is acidic, and hence insoluble trivalent iron and metallic iron can be solubilized and used.
[0028] The present invention has been made based on those findings.
[0029] That is, the present invention according to the first aspect relates to a Fenton reaction catalyst, including, as
an active component, a reaction product obtained by mixing reducing organic substances with an iron-supplying source
in the presence of water under any one of the following conditions (A) to (C):

(A): a condition where: the reducing organic substance is ascorbic acid; and the ascorbic acid is mixed in a molar
amount 0.01 to 5 times that of an iron element supplied from the iron-supplying source;
(B): a condition where: the reducing organic substance is a reducing organic substance contained in a polyphenol-
containing plant; and the polyphenol-containing plant is mixed in an amount of 0.01 to 1,000 g in terms of a polyphenol
with respect to 1 mol of an iron element supplied from the iron-supplying source; and
(C): a condition where: the reducing organic substance is a reducing organic substance contained in a plant dry
distillation liquid; and the plant dry distillation liquid is mixed in an amount of 0.1 to 200 kg in terms of a stock solution
with respect to 1 mol of an iron element supplied from the iron-supplying source.

[0030] Further, the present invention according to the second aspect relates to a Fenton reaction catalyst according
to the first aspect, in which the iron-supplying source is a trivalent iron compound or metallic iron.
[0031] Further, the present invention according to the third aspect relates to a sterilization method, including using the
Fenton reaction catalyst according to either the first or the second aspect to generate hydroxyl radicals from hydrogen
peroxide.
[0032] Further, the present invention according to the fourth aspect relates to a pollutant degradation method, including
using the Fenton reaction catalyst according to either the first or the second aspect to generate hydroxyl radicals from
hydrogen peroxide.
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[0033] Further, the present invention according to the fifth aspect relates to a luminescence method based on chemi-
luminescence, including using the Fenton reaction catalyst according to either the first or the second aspect to generate
hydroxyl radicals from hydrogen peroxide.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0034] According to the present invention, it is possible to provide the stable Fenton reaction catalyst that can maintain
divalent iron stably for a long period of time.
[0035] Further, it is possible to produce a Fenton reaction catalyst that can convert trivalent iron or metallic iron into
divalent iron and can maintain the divalent iron stably for a long period of time.
[0036] As a result, it is possible to provide the Fenton reaction catalyst using an inexpensive raw material (for example,
an iron compound such as iron sulfate or iron chloride, soil, or metallic iron) as an iron-supplying source.
[0037] The Fenton reaction catalyst of the present invention uses, as the reducing organic substance, ascorbic acid,
a polyphenol-containing plant component, or a plant dry distillation liquid component, and is hence highly safe for the
human body and the environment.
[0038] In addition, particularly in the case where a plant dry distillation liquid (by-product of carbonization) or squeezed
polyphenol-containing plant juice is used as a feedstock for supplying the reducing organic substance, the Fenton
reaction catalyst can be produced inexpensively.
[0039] The Fenton reaction catalyst of the present invention is expected to be used in wide range of industrial fields.
For example, the catalyst can be used in food, medicine, public health, agriculture, environmental cleanup, or the like.
[0040] For example, according to the present invention, it is possible to provide the sterilizationmethod and pollutant
degradation method that are safe for the human body and the environment.
[0041] Further, according to the present invention, it is possible to provide a chemiluminescence method based on a
luminol reaction or the like using the Fenton reaction catalyst. This is expected to create a novel demand as a novel
luminescence method.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0042] The following figures show experimental results in the cases of using the following samples: (1): ascorbic acid;
(2): squeezed grape juice; (3) : chaff vinegar; (4) : coffee grounds; (5): tea dregs; (6): water; (7): squeezed red cabbage
juice; (8): squeezed banana juice; (9): cacao powder; and (10): turmeric powder.

FIGS. 1 are photographic images of divalent iron reduced by samples from trivalent iron and detected by using
dipyridyl in Example 1. The right solution in each of the figures shows the result of an aqueous solution obtained by
mixing each of the samples with iron chloride. In addition, the left solution shows the result of a solution containing
only iron chloride (control).
FIGS. 2 are graphs showing the results of measurement of the amount of hydroxyl radicals generated by a luminol
reaction using, as catalysts, reaction products obtained by mixing samples with iron at different mixing ratios in
Example 3.
FIGS. 3 are graphs showing the results of measurement of the amount of hydroxyl radicals generated by a luminol
reaction using reaction products at different concentrations in Example 4.
FIG. 4 is a graph showing the results of measurement of the amount of hydroxyl radicals generated by a luminol
reaction using, as catalysts, reaction products of samples and iron in Example 5. The left measurement result of
each of treatment groups shows the result of a mixture of each of the samples and iron chloride. In addition, the
right measurement result shows the result of a solution containing each of the samples alone (control).
FIGS. 5 are photographic images showing a sterilization effect by a Fenton reaction catalyzed by a reaction product
in Example 6. (1): A photographic image showing a sterilization effect of ascorbic acid•iron+hydrogen peroxide. (N):
A photographic image showing a sterilization effect of only hydrogen peroxide (control)
FIGS. 6 are photographic images of divalent iron reduced by samples from trivalent iron and detected by dipyridyl
in Example 7. The right solution in each of the figures shows the result of an aqueous solution obtained by mixing
each of the samples with iron chloride. In addition, the left solution shows the result of a solution containing iron
chloride alone (control).

Description of Embodiments

[0043] Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention are described in detail.
[0044] The present invention relates to a Fenton reaction catalyst including, as an active component, a reaction product
obtained by mixing a specific reducing organic substance at a specific ratio with respect to an iron element supplied
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from an iron-supplying source in the presence of water.

(Reducing organic substance)

[0045] The following substances (A) to (C) may be used as the reducing organic substance used for production of the
Fenton reaction catalyst of the present invention. In addition, the substances may be used singly, or a mixture thereof
may be used.

· (A) Ascorbic acid

[0046] ’Ascorbic acid’ may be used as the reducing organic substance in the present invention.
[0047] In this case, ascorbic acid in a plant may be used as the ascorbic acid.
[0048] Ascorbic acid is considered to have both an effect of reducing trivalent iron or metallic iron into divalent iron
and an effect of maintaining divalent iron stably for a long period of time.
[0049] Organs and tissues of plant which abundantly contain ascorbic acid may be used as the feedstocks for supplying
ascorbic acid that may be used in the present invention.
[0050] Examples thereof may include: fruits such as a tomato, a bell pepper, an acerola, citrus fruits (such as a lemon,
a lime, an orange, and a grape fruit), a persimmon, a kiwi fruit, a guava, a papaya, a blackberry, a blueberry, a strawberry,
and a melon; leaves such as a parsley and a spinach; flower stalks such as a broccoli and a cauliflower; an underground
stem such as a sweet potato; and a lateral bud such as a Brussels sprout.
[0051] In the present invention, the plants may be used in the form of dried plant products (in particular, powder),
squeezed plant juices, or extracts (in particular, water extracts). Further, dried products of the squeezed juices or extracts
may be used.
[0052] It should be noted that microbial culture product such as a koji mold may be used as the feedstocks for supplying
ascorbic acid as long as the culture contains ascorbic acid at a high concentration.
[0053] In the present invention, of those, plants such as a tomato, a bell pepper, an acerola, and citrus fruits are
preferably used as the feedstocks for supplying ascorbic acid, from the viewpoint of economic efficiency.
[0054] In addition, from the viewpoint of quality, purified (or partially purified) ascorbic acid is preferably added directly.
[0055] Not only free ascorbic acid but also an ascorbate compound (such as potassium ascorbate or sodium ascorbate)
may be used as purified ascorbic acid.

· (B) Reducing organic substance contained in polyphenol-containing plant

[0056] A ’reducing organic substance contained in a polyphenol-containing plant’ may be used as the reducing organic
substance in the present invention.
[0057] The reducing organic substance refers to the whole of a composition including very many reducing organic
substance molecules such as total polyphenols, organic acids, phenols, and carbonyls in a raw material plant.
[0058] The composition is considered to include a molecule that exhibits an effect of reducing trivalent iron or metallic
iron into divalent iron, a molecule that exhibits an effect of maintaining divalent iron stably for a long period of time, and
a molecule that exhibits both of the effects.
[0059] Organs and tissues of plants that abundantly contain total polyphenol used as plants that abundantly contain
reducing organic substance may be used as the feedstocks for supplying the reducing organic substance.
[0060] Examples thereof can include: fruits such as a grape, a strawberry, a blueberry, a raspberry, an apple, citrus
fruits (such as a lemon, a lime, an orange, and a grape fruit), a persimmon, and a banana; seeds such as a cacao, a
black soybean, a black sesame, and a buckwheat; and underground stems such as a purple sweet potato and a turmeric.
[0061] In the present invention, the plants may be used in the form of dried plant products (in particular, powder),
squeezed plant juices, or extracts (in particular, water extracts, alcohol extracts, or aqueous alcohol extracts). Further,
dried products of the squeezed juices or extracts may be used.
[0062] It should be noted that ethanol is particularly preferably used as the alcohol used for extraction.
[0063] In the present invention, from the viewpoint of the cost of the raw material, squeezed grape juice and squeezed
banana juice (juices) are preferably used.
[0064] Further, from the viewpoint of quality, extracted reducing organic substances such as total polyphenols and
organic acids are preferably used as compositions.

· (C) Reducing organic substance contained in plant dry distillation liquid

[0065] A ’reducing organic substance contained in a plant dry distillation liquid’ may be used as the reducing organic
substance in the present invention.
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[0066] The reducing organic substance refers to the whole of a composition including very many reducing organic
substance molecules such as organic acids, phenols, carbonyls, alcohols, amines, basic components, and other neutral
components in a plant dry distillation liquid.
[0067] The composition is considered to include a molecule that exhibits an effect of reducing trivalent iron or metallic
iron into divalent iron, a molecule that exhibits an effect of maintaining divalent iron stably for a long period of time, and
a molecule that exhibits both of the effects.
[0068] Specifically, a stock solution, a concentrate, or a diluted solution of the plant dry distillation liquid, or a dried
product thereof may be used as the feedstocks for supplying the reducing organic substance.
[0069] The plant dry distillation liquid refers to a distillation liquid obtained by thermal degradation of a plant in a
reducing condition (sticky and brown liquid). The liquid has a red-brown to dark brown color.
[0070] Examples thereof include wood vinegar, bamboo vinegar, and chaff vinegar. It should be noted that, from the
viewpoint of the cost of the raw material, those preferable used.

(Iron-supplying source)

[0071] In the present invention, any one of iron-supplying sources including a divalent iron compound, a trivalent iron
compound, and metallic iron may be used as a source for supplying an iron element. Alternatively, a plurality of the iron-
supplying sources may be used as a mixture.
[0072] Examples of the source for supplying divalent iron may include iron compounds such as iron(II) chloride, iron
(II) nitrate, iron (II) sulfate, iron(II) hydroxide, and iron (II) oxide.
[0073] In addition, an aqueous solution obtained by dissolving any of the compounds and containing a divalent iron
ion may be used.
[0074] Examples of the source for supplying trivalent iron may include: a water-soluble iron compound such as iron
(III) chloride or iron (III) sulfate; an insoluble iron compound such as iron (III) oxide, iron (III) nitrate, or iron (III) hydroxide;
soil such as Akadama soil, Kanuma soil, loam soil (allophanic iron-rich soil), laterite (iron (III) oxide-rich soil), orgoethite
(soil containing amorphous mineral) ; and a biogenic substance such as heme iron or seashell.
[0075] In addition, an aqueous solution obtained by dissolving a water-soluble iron compound and containing a trivalent
iron ion may be used.
[0076] It should be noted that, even if the trivalent iron compound is insoluble in water, the compound may be directly
used as the iron-supplying source of the present invention because the compound becomes soluble in water by the
function of the reducing organic substance in the present invention showing acidity.
[0077] Examples of the source for supplying the metallic iron may include iron ore (natural iron ore such as pyrite,
marcasite, siderite, magnetite, or goethite), iron sand (sand dust obtained from iron ore), and an iron material (smelted
iron, alloy). Further, rust may be used as source.
[0078] It should be noted that the metallic iron is usually insoluble in water, but may be directly used as the iron-
supplying source of the present invention because the metallic iron becomes soluble in water by the function of the
reducing organic substance in the present invention showing acidity.
[0079] Of those, from the viewpoint of efficiently producing the Fenton reaction catalyst of the present invention, in
the case where the catalyst is used in the fields of agriculture, food, medicine, and the like, an inexpensive iron compound
(iron compound such as iron chloride or iron sulfate: irrespective of divalent or trivalent) is preferably used from the
viewpoints of the cost of the raw material and stable supply.
[0080] Moreover, in the case where the catalyst is used in organic agriculture, a natural product of soil (in particular,
Akadama soil, Kanuma soil, or allophanic loam) or metallic iron is preferably used as the iron-supplying source from the
viewpoints of the necessity to limit a raw material only to a natural product as a raw material, cost of the raw material,
and stable supply.

(Mixing treatment)

[0081] In the present invention, when the feedstocks for supplying the reducing organic substance (or the reducing
organic substance) is mixed with the iron-supplying source (or the iron ion) in the presence of water, a reaction product
(active component) having an ability to catalyze a Fenton reaction can be obtained.

·Mixing ratio of raw materials

[0082] In the present invention, when the feedstocks for supplying the reducing organic substance (or the reducing
organic substance) is mixed with the iron element supplied from the iron-supplying source at a specific ratio, a reaction
product having a strong ability to catalyze a Fenton reaction can be obtained.
[0083] It should be noted that, if the mixing ratio of the reducing organic substance to the iron element is too high, an
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excessive amount of the reducing organic substance acts as a scavenger to inhibit the Fenton reaction, which is not
preferred.
[0084] In addition, if the mixing ratio of the reducing organic substance to the iron element is too low, the amount of
the resultant reaction product is insufficient, which is not preferred.

(A) Specifically, in the case where the reducing organic substance is ’ascorbic acid,’ it is necessary that ascorbic
acid be mixed in a molar amount 0.01 to 5 times that of the iron element.
Ascorbic acid is desirably mixed in a molar amount preferably 0.02 to 2 times, more preferably 0. 02 to 1 times,
even more preferably 0.2 to 1 times, even more preferably about 0.5 times that of iron element.
(B) In addition, in the case where the reducing organic substance is the ’polyphenol-containing plant component,’
it is necessary that the polyphenol-containing plant be mixed at a mixing ratio of 0.01 to 1,000 g in terms of a
polyphenol with respect to 1 mol of the iron element.
The polyphenol-containing plant is desirably mixed in an amount of preferably 0.4 to 200 g, more preferably 10 to
100 g, even more preferably 20 to 100 g, particularly preferably about 40 g.
(C) In addition, in the case where the reducing organic substance is the ’plant dry distillation liquid component,’ it is
necessary that the plant dry distillation liquid be mixed at a mixing ratio of 0.1 to 200 kg in terms of a stock solution
of the plant dry distillation liquid with respect to 1 mol of the iron element.
The plant dry distillation liquid is desirably mixed in an amount of preferably 0.2 to 100 kg, more preferably 20 to
100 kg, even more preferably about 50 kg.

·Mixing procedure

[0085] The mixing procedure of the present invention is performed in the presence of water. In this case, the expression
"in the presence of water" refers to a condition where the reducing organic substance can react with iron using water
as a medium.
[0086] It should be noted that the amount of water may be such an amount that a solution capable of being mixed and
stirred is obtained, or may be such an amount that the raw materials (reducing organic substance and iron) become wet
through a mixing procedure.
[0087] It should be noted that the water may be any usual water as long as the condition allows the reaction to occur,
and examples thereof may include tap water, well water, underground water, river water, deionized water, and distilled
water.
[0088] It should be noted that, in the case where the squeezed plant juice or the plant dry distillation liquid is used in
a liquid state as the feedstocks for supplying the reducing organic substance, the juice or the liquid may be mixed directly
with the iron-supplying source for the reaction without addition of another medium.
[0089] With regard to the mixing procedure, mixing may be carried out simply by stirring, but may be carried out with
a mixer, a large-scale stirring vessel, a Vortex mixer, a shaker, or the like.
[0090] In this case, the temperature of the water may be one where the water is in a liquid state (for example, 1 to
100°C), but mixing can be carried out at about room temperature (for example, 10 to 40°C) without particular heating.
[0091] It should be noted that, in the case where a specific natural product (specifically soil) is used as the iron-
supplying source, or in the case where the iron-supplying source is mainly composed of an insoluble iron compound, it
is necessary to extend the reaction time after mixing to facilitate the reaction between iron and the reducing organic
substance.
[0092] In the case where heating is carried out, the upper limit is 200°C (in the case of heating under increased
pressure), but from the viewpoint of production cost, the temperature is preferably 100°C, which is the boiling point of
water in usual heating, or less, more preferably 70°C or less. It should be noted that, in order to suppress thermal
degradation of the reducing organic substance under a reaction condition of 100°C or more, it is more effective to carry
out mixing in a sealed container.
[0093] With regard to a mixing time, mixing has only to be carried out for about 10 seconds or more until the reducing
organic substance is brought sufficiently into contact with iron, but in order to improve uniformity, a mixing treatment is
desirably carried out for 3 minutes or more.
[0094] In addition, with regard to the upper limit, in order to prevent putrescence due to propagation of microorganisms,
it is desirably to make the mixing within 240 hours or less. However, in the case where a sterilization treatment is carried
out, the upper limit is not particularly specified.

(Fenton reaction catalyst)

[0095] The reaction product (reaction product of the reducing organic substance and iron) obtained by the above-
mentioned steps can maintain divalent iron stably for a long period of time, and further, has properties for converting
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trivalent iron or metallic iron into divalent iron to thereby maintain it stably for a long period of time.
[0096] Therefore, the reaction product obtained in the present invention may be used as the Fenton reaction catalyst
in forms of a supernatant obtained after reaction or a precipitate in water-containing state without additional treatments.
Further, the supernatant or the precipitate may be separated and collected respectively to be used as the Fenton reaction
catalyst.
[0097] Alternatively, dried product of the supernatant and/or the precipitate (by natural drying or roasting, for example)
as well as the supernatant or suspension obtained by dissolving the dried product in water may be used as the Fenton
reaction catalyst.
[0098] In the case where the reaction product is used as the Fenton reaction catalyst, the concentration of the product
in an aqueous solution is desirably adjusted within a certain range before use.

(A) For example, in the case of ’ascorbic acid,’ when the concentration of the reaction product obtained with respect
to 1 mM of an iron element added is defined as "13 standard solution," a strong ability to catalyze the Fenton
reaction can be obtained at a concentration 0.05 times or more, particularly 0.1 times or more, more particularly 0.5
times or more that of the standard solution.
In particular, the desirable range of the concentration is between 0.5 and 20.0 times, more particularly between 0.5
and 10 times, even more particularly between 0.5 and 5.0 times because the catalytic ability reaches a peak.
(B) In addition, in the case of the ’polyphenol-containing plant component,’ when the concentration of the reaction
product obtained with respect to 1 mM of an iron element added is defined as "13 standard solution," a strong ability
to catalyze the Fenton reaction can be obtained at a concentration 0.1 times or more, particularly 0.2 times or more,
more particularly 1 time or more that of the standard solution.
In particular, the desirable range of the concentration is between 1 and 20.0 times, more particularly between 1 and
10 times because the catalytic ability reaches a peak.
(C) In addition, in the case of the ’plant dry distillation liquid component,’ when the concentration of the reaction
product obtained with respect to 1 mM of an iron element is defined as "13 standard solution," it is desired that the
concentration is 0.1 to 5 times, particularly 0.2 to 5 times, more particularly about 1 time that of the standard solution
because a strong ability to catalyze the Fenton reaction can be obtained.

(Use applications)

[0099] The Fenton reaction catalyst (reaction product of the reducing organic substance and iron) of the present
invention is a highly safe substance for the human body and the environment, and hence can be applicable in various
fields such as medicine, food, public health, agriculture, and industry.
[0100] For example, in the case where ascorbic acid or the polyphenol-containing plant component is used as the
reducing organic substance, the component is particularly expected to be used in the food field because it is a substance
derived from a supplying feedstock derived from food.
[0101] It should be noted that, in the case where ascorbic acid is used as a single substance, the substance is
particularly expected to be used in the food field because the substance is colorless and transparent.
[0102] In addition, in the case where the plant dry distillation liquid is used as the feedstocks for supplying the reducing
organic substance, the component contains a substance having a slight odor. However, the feedstock is very inexpensive,
and hence is expected to be used in the fields of, for example, agriculture, medicine, and public health.

· Sterilization effect

[0103] The Fenton reaction catalyst of the present invention can be used in sterilization in various fields based on the
property of generating hydroxyl radicals from hydrogen peroxide.
[0104] Specific examples of the object to be sterilized may include medical equipment, walls of hospital rooms, affected
areas of patients, clothes, bedclothes, lines of food manufacturing equipment, food materials, kitchen goods such as a
cutting board and a kitchen knife, dishes, toilet seats, handrails, farmequipment, and plants. When the above-mentioned
articles are sterilized with the Fenton reaction catalyst of the present invention, the amount of hydrogen peroxide used
can be significantly reduced (by about 99 to 99.9%) compared with a usual sterilization method involving using only
hydrogen peroxide.
[0105] Meanwhile, in the case where the object to be sterilized includes soil, polluted water, living bodies themselves
of plants, animals, microorganisms, and the like, or organisms, sterilization can be carried out using only the Fenton
reaction catalyst of the present invention (without further adding hydrogen peroxide) because hydrogen peroxide derived
from the organisms has already been generated in a minute amount in the object to be sterilized.
[0106] In the present invention, the sterilization is carried out in a slightly different manner for an object to be sterilized
having a solid form and an object to be sterilized having a liquid form.
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[0107] In the case where the object to be sterilized has a solid form, sterilization can be carried out by preparing a
solution containing the Fenton reaction catalyst and hydrogen peroxide, and, for example, spraying, applying, or kneading
the solution to the object to be sterilized.
[0108] It should be noted that sterilization can be carried out by immersing the object to be sterilized into the solution.
Alternatively, sterilization can be carried out by applying or kneading the Fenton reaction catalyst (having a solid form)
to the object to be sterilized and separately spraying hydrogen peroxide.
[0109] On the other hand, in the case where the object to be sterilized has a liquid form, sterilization can be carried
out , for example, by adding, mixing the Fenton reaction catalyst (having both liquid and solid forms) and hydrogen
peroxide to the object to be sterilized. It shouldbe noted that, in the case where the Fenton reaction catalyst has a solid
form, sterilization can be carried out by adding hydrogen peroxide to a liquid to be sterilized and then immersing the
catalyst in it.
[0110] For the amount of the Fenton reaction catalyst used in the solution to be used in sterilization, the solution may
be prepared and used at such a concentration that the ability to catalyze the Fenton reaction can be obtained. Further,
the amount of hydrogen peroxide used may be a very minute amount such that about 0.1 to 20 mM may be contained
in the solution.
[0111] The sterilization effect is very strong, and hence a significant sterilization effect can be exhibited by immersing
the object to be sterilized for about several minutes, for example.
[0112] In the case where the Fenton reaction catalyst of the present invention is used as an active component of a
sanitizer, there may be given solid and liquid forms. Specific examples thereof may include: solid forms such as powder,
granule, sheet, board, cube, and sponge; and liquid forms such as a concentrate and a liquid ampoule. Examples thereof
may further include a powdery form, a form of a solid mixed with an excipient or the like, a form of a capsule filled with
the sanitizer, and a gel.

·Pollutant degradation effect

[0113] In addition, the Fenton reaction catalyst of the present invention can degrade a pollutant in polluted water or
polluted soil and can be used in a step of cleanup.
[0114] In this case, examples of the polluted water may include domestic sewage, excrement water, factory effluent,
and polluted river water, lake water, and seawater. Examples of the polluted soil may include soil of dump sites, industrial
waste, agricultural land, and old factory site.
[0115] Further, the pollutant to be degraded specifically refers to an organic compound contained in polluted water or
polluted soil in nature and examples thereof may include dioxin and PCB.
[0116] It should be noted that most of the objects to be cleaned (including a microflora) already contain a minute
amount of hydrogen peroxide derived from organisms. Therefore, it is possible to degrade the pollutant by using only
the Fenton reaction catalyst of the present invention (without further adding hydrogen peroxide).
[0117] In the present invention, degradation of a pollutant is carried out in a slightly different manner for an object to
be cleaned having a solid form and an object to be cleaned having a liquid form.
[0118] In the case where the object to be cleaned has a solid form, degradation of a pollutant can be carried out by
preparing a solution containing the Fenton reaction catalyst and hydrogen peroxide, and, for example, spraying, dis-
persing, applying, or kneading the solution to the object to be cleaned. It should be noted that degradation of a pollutant
can be carried out by mixing and immersing the object to be cleaned into the solution. Alternatively, degradation of a
pollutant can be carried out by applying or kneading the Fenton reaction catalyst (having a solid form) to the object to
be cleaned and separately spraying hydrogen peroxide.
[0119] On the other hand, in the case where the object to be cleaned has a liquid form, degradation of a pollutant can
be carried out by, for example, adding, mixing, spraying, or immersing the Fenton reaction catalyst (having both liquid
and solid forms) and hydrogen peroxide into the object to be cleaned. It should be noted that, in the case where the
Fenton reaction catalyst has a solid form, degradation of a pollutant can be carried out by adding hydrogen peroxide to
a liquid to be cleaned and then immersing the catalyst in it.
[0120] For the amount of the Fenton reaction catalyst used in the solution to be used in degradation of a pollutant, the
solution may be prepared and used at such a concentration that the ability to catalyze the Fenton reaction can be
obtained. Further, the amount of hydrogen peroxide used may be a very minute amount such that about 0.1 to 100 mM
may be contained in the solution.
[0121] The degradation effect is very strong, and hence a significant degradation effect can be exhibited by immersing
the object to be cleaned for about 30 minutes, for example.
[0122] As a form in the case where the Fenton reaction catalyst of the present invention is used as an active component
of the pollutant decomposer, there may be given solid and liquid forms. Specific examples thereof may include: solid
forms such as powder, granule, sheet, board, cube, and sponge; and liquid forms such as a concentrate and a liquid
ampoule. Examples thereof may further include a powdery form, a form of a solid mixed with an excipient or the like, a
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form of a capsule filled with the decomposer, and a gel.

·Luminescence effect

[0123] Meanwhile, the Fenton reaction catalyst of the present invention can be used in luminescence based on chemi-
luminescence.
[0124] In this case, chemiluminescence refers to a phenomenon where a substrate is degraded by hydroxyl radicals
generated by the Fenton reaction to emit light. Specific examples thereof may include chemical reactions using luminol,
lophine, lucigenin, diphenyl oxalate, oxalyl chloride, and the like as luminescence substrates.
[0125] For the amount of the Fenton reaction catalyst used in the solution to be used in luminescence, the solution
may be prepared and used at such a concentration that the ability to catalyze the Fenton reaction can be obtained. In
addition, the amount of hydrogen peroxide used may be about 0. 01 to 30,000 mM. Further, the amount of luminescence
substrate may be determined suitably depending on a characteristic of each substance used (in the case of luminol,
about 0.1 to 10 g/L).
[0126] The Fenton catalyst is very stable, and hence can exhibit a luminescence effect stably for a long period of time.
[0127] The luminescence reaction can be used in illumination, electrical power generation (in combination with a solar
cell), or the like.

Examples

[0128] Hereinafter, the present invention is described by way of examples, but the scope of the present invention is
not limited by these examples.

(Example 1) Examination of ability to reduce iron

[0129] An experiment on reduction of trivalent iron into divalent iron was carried out using organic substances and
compositions having reducing effects.
[0130] With respect to each samples shown in Table 1, aqueous solutions were respectively prepared so that each
of the solutions contained iron (III) chloride (FeCl3) in the same weight (0.1% (w/v)).
[0131] It should be noted that a reagent purchased from Wako Pure Chemical Industries, Ltd. was used as ’ascorbic
acid’ (Sample 1).
[0132] In addition, a liquid obtained by squeezing grape with its peel (total polyphenol content: 2. 3 g/L) was used as
the ’squeezed grape juice (Sample 2) (squeezed polyphenol-containing plant juice), and the concentration of the sample
was adjusted based on the weight in terms of the amount of the total polyphenol contained.
[0133] Further, a stock solution of chaff vinegar extracted in production of carbonized rice husk was used as the ’chaff
vinegar’ (Sample 3) (plant dry distillation liquid), and the concentration of the sample was adjusted based on the liquid
weight of the stock solution.
[0134] Then, each of the aqueous solutions mixed with each of the samples was allowed to stand still at room tem-
perature for several minutes to perform a reaction. Further, an aqueous solution containing only iron chloride was
prepared as a control.
[0135] 0.2% dipyridyl (dipyridyl: 2 g, acetic acid: 100 g/L) was added to the aqueous solution to examine the presence
or absence of a color reaction. It should be noted that dipyridyl is a substance which turns red when reacted with divalent
iron and is used for detection of divalent iron. This substance does not react with trivalent iron and remains colorless.
[0136] Table 1 and FIGS. 1 show the results of color development after the reaction.
[0137] The results reveal that ascorbic acid (Sample 1: FIG. 1(1)), squeezed grape juice (Sample 2: FIG. 1(2)), and
chaff vinegar (Sample 3: FIG. 1(3)) have functions of reducing trivalent iron into divalent iron and can maintain the
divalent iron stably.
[0138] In addition, the iron-reducing ability of chaff vinegar is considered to be attributed to reducing organic substances
(organic acids, phenols, carbonyls, alcohols, amines, basic components, other neutral components) contained as com-
ponents.

[Table 1]

Sample Reaction product Color development

1 Ascorbic acid Ascorbic acid·iron +
2 Squeezed grape juice Squeezed grape juice component·iron +

3 Chaff vinegar Chaff vinegar component·iron +
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(Example 2) Examination of ability to catalyze Fenton reaction

[0139] With respect to the reaction products of the samples, which were confirmed to have iron reducing effects in
Example 1, and iron, the fact that the reaction products have abilities to catalyze the Fenton reaction was examined by
a luminol reaction.
[0140] It should be noted that the luminol reaction means a luminescence reaction caused by oxidizing luminol by
generation of hydroxyl radicals.
[0141] Small amounts of the aqueous solutions containing the reaction products prepared in Example 1 were each
added to 100 ml of a luminol solution (1 g/L luminol, 4 g/L sodium hydroxide, 0.3% hydrogen peroxide), and the presence
or absence of luminescence was observed.
[0142] As a result, blue fluorescence was observed in all the aqueous solutions. The results reveal that, when any of
the reaction product of ascorbic acid (Sample 1) and iron, the reaction product of squeezed grape juice (Sample 2) and
iron, and the reaction product of chaff vinegar (Sample 3) and iron is mixed with hydrogen peroxide, the Fenton reaction
is catalyzed to generate hydroxyl radicals.

(Example 3) Examination of optimum mixing ratio with iron

[0143] In the step of preparing the reaction products of the samples and iron, the ability to catalyze the Fenton reaction
was examined with different mixing ratios of the samples to iron.
[0144] The above-mentioned samples were each mixed with iron (III) chloride (1 mM FeCl3) at different mixing ratios
as shown in FIGS. 2 to prepare reaction products in the same manner as in Example 1.
[0145] Then, for each of the aqueous solutions containing the reaction products, the amount of luminescence (amount
of hydroxyl radicals generated) provided by the luminol reaction was measured using the AB-2270 Luminescencer Octa
to determine the ability of the reaction products to catalyze the Fenton reaction. FIGS. 2 show the results.

i) The results reveal that a reaction product having a strong ability to catalyze the Fenton reaction can be obtained
when ascorbic acid (FIG. 2 (1)) is mixed at a concentration of from 0.02 to 5 mM, particularly from 0.02 to 2 mM,
more particularly from 0.02 to 1 mM, even more particularly from 0.2 to 1 mM, even more particularly about 0.5 mM
with respect to 1 mM FeCl3.
ii) In addition, the results reveal that a reaction product having a strong ability to catalyze the Fenton reaction can
bo obtained when squeezed grape juice (FIG. 2(2)) is mixed at a concentration of from 0.4 to 200 mg/L, particularly
from 0.4 to 100 mg/L, more particularly from 10 to 100 mg/L, even more particularly from 20 to 100 mg/L, even more
particularly about 40 mg/L in terms of total polyphenols contained in the squeezed grape juice with respect to 1 mM
FeCl3.
iii) In addition, the results reveal that a reaction product having a strong ability to catalyze the Fenton reaction can
be obtained when chaff vinegar (FIG. 2 (3)) is mixed at a concentration of from 0.2 to 100 g/L, particularly from 10
to 100 g/L, more particularly from 20 to 100 g/L, even more particularly about 50 g/L in terms of the stock solution
with respect to 1 mM FeCl3.

[0146] It should be noted that the reduction in the ability to catalyze the Fenton reaction in the case where the ratio of
the sample to iron is too high is considered to be caused by the radical scavenging ability of the sample.

(Example 4) Examination of optimum concentration

[0147] The concentrations of the reaction products of the samples and iron, suitable for functioning as the Fenton
reaction catalysts, were examined.
[0148] The above-mentioned samples were added to different concentrations of iron(III) chloride (0.02, 0.1, 0.2, 1, 5,
and 10 mM) at the optimum mixing ratios determined in Example 3 (ascorbic acid: 0.5 mM, squeezed grape juice: 40
mg/L in terms of total polyphenols, chaff vinegar stock solution: 50 g/L, with respect to 1 mM FeCl3) to prepare reaction
products in the same manner as in Example 1.
[0149] Then, for each of the aqueous solutions containing the reaction products, the amount of luminescence (amount
of hydroxyl radicals generated) provided by the luminol reaction was measured using the AB-2270 Luminescencer Octa
to determine the ability of the reaction products to catalyze the Fenton reaction. FIGS. 3 show the results.
[0150] It should be noted that, in FIGS. 3, the concentration of each reaction product (horizontal axis) represents a
multiplying factor in the case where the concentration of a reaction product obtained when the concentration of iron (III)
chloride added is 1 mM is defined as "13 standard solution."

i) The results reveal that a strong ability to catalyze the Fenton reaction can be obtained when the concentration of
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the reaction product of ascorbic acid and iron (FIG. 3(1): ascorbic acid·iron) is 0.1 times or more, particularly 0.2
times or more, more particularly 1 time or more. In particular, the results reveal that the concentration reaches a
peak in a range of from 1 to 10 times.
ii) In addition, the results reveal that a strong ability to catalyze the Fenton reaction can be obtained when the
concentration of the reaction product of squeezed grape juice and iron (FIG. 3 (2) : squeezed grape juice compo-
nent·iron) is 0.1 times or more, particularly 0.2 times or more, more particularly 1 time or more. In particular, the
results reveal that the concentration reaches a peak in a range of from 1 to 10 times.
iii) In addition, the results reveal that a strong ability to catalyze the Fenton reaction can be obtained when the
concentration of the reaction product of chaff vinegar and iron (FIG. 3(3): chaff vinegar component·iron) is 0.1 to 5
times, particularly 0.2 to 5 times, more particularly about 1 time.

[0151] It should be noted that the reduction in the ability to catalyze the Fenton reaction in the case where the con-
centration of the reaction product is too high is considered to be caused by the presence of a substance having a radical
scavenging ability in the chaff vinegar component.

(Example 5) Comparison of abilities to catalyze Fenton reaction

[0152] The abilities of the reaction products of various samples and iron to catalyze the Fenton reaction were compared.
[0153] Respective aqueous solutions containing the reaction product of ascorbic acid (Sample 1) and iron, the reaction
product of squeezed grape juice (Sample 2) and iron, and the reaction product of chaff vinegar (Sample 3) and iron were
prepared at the optimum mixing ratios and the optimum concentrations determined in Examples 3 and 4 in the same
manner as in Example 1.
[0154] In addition, coffee grounds (Sample 4) and tea dregs (Sample 5) described in Specification of Japanese Patent
Application No. 2010-080605 (application relating to a Fenton reaction catalyst by the inventors of the present application)
were respectively added at a sample concentration of 4 g/L with respect to 1 iron (III) chloride to prepare aqueous
solutions containing reaction products of the samples and iron. The preparation was carried out in the same manner as
in Example 1.
[0155] Further, an aqueous solution containing only water (Sample 6) and 1 mM iron (III) chloride was prepared as a
comparative control.
[0156] It should be noted that aqueous solutions containing only the samples (Fe-free aqueous solutions) were prepared
as controls for the above-mentioned respective aqueous solutions.
[0157] Then, for each of the aqueous solutions, the amount of luminescence (amount of hydroxyl radicals generated)
provided by the luminol reaction was measured using the AB-2270 Luminescence Octa to determine the ability of the
reaction products to catalyze the Fenton reaction. FIG. 4 shows the results.
[0158] The results reveal that the respective reaction products of ascorbic acid, squeezed grape juice, and chaff
vinegar and iron have very high abilities to catalyze the Fenton reaction (Samples 1 to 3).
[0159] In particular, the reaction product of the squeezed grape juice (Sample 2) and iron was found to have a catalytic
ability about 20 times as high as that of the reaction product of the coffee grounds (Sample 4) and iron or the reaction
product of the tea dregs (Sample 5) and iron.

(Example 6) Sterilization effect

[0160] The sterilization effect of the Fenton reaction using the reaction product of ascorbic acid and iron was examined
for Escherichia coli.
[0161] A reaction product was obtained in the same manner as in Example 1 so that the product contained ascorbic
acid at a concentration of 10 mM with respect to iron (III) chloride (10 mM FeCl3).
[0162] Hydrogen peroxide was added at a concentration of 10 mM to an aqueous solution containing the reaction
product (10 mM ascorbic acid·iron), and Escherichia coli was added thereto at a density of 1.03106 cfu/mL.
[0163] It should be noted that, as a control, Escherichia coli was added to an aqueous solution containing only hydrogen
peroxide (10 mM) in the same way as above to prepare a sample.
[0164] Then, 10 minutes later, 0.1 mL of each of the solutions was put on a TTC medium plate. FIGS. 5 show the results.
[0165] As a result, Escherichia coli treated by adding the reaction product (ascorbic acid·iron) and hydrogen peroxide
(FIG. 5(1)) completely died by a 10 minutes of treatment. On the other hand, in the case of the treatment using only
hydrogen peroxide, a large amount of Escherichia coli survived (FIG. 5(N)).
[0166] This shows that, when the reaction product of ascorbic acid and iron is mixed with hydrogen peroxide, the
Fenton reaction can be catalyzed to exhibit a strong sterilization effect.
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(Example 7) Examination of ability to reduce iron in other polyphenol-containing plant extracts

[0167] The abilities to reduce iron of samples derived from polyphenol-containing plants other than the squeezed
grape juice (Sample 2) were examined by the dipyridyl reaction.
[0168] Aqueous solutions were respectively prepared by blending each of Samples 7 to 10 shown in Table 2 with 1
mM iron (III) chloride. Then, each of the mixed aqueous solutions was allowed to stand still at room temperature for
several minutes to perform a reaction.
[0169] The prepared aqueous solutions were reacted with dipyridyl in the same manner as in Example 1. Table 2 and
FIGS. 6 show the results.
[0170] The results reveal that all of squeezed red cabbage juice (Sample 7: FIG. 6(7)), squeezed banana juice (Sample
8: FIG. 6(8)), cacao powder (Sample 9: FIG. 6(9)), and turmeric powder (Sample 10: FIG. 6(10)) have ability to reduce
trivalent iron into divalent iron and maintain the divalent iron stably.
[0171] This confirms that many polyphenol-containing plants include components having activities to reduce iron.

Industrial Applicability

[0172] The Fenton reaction catalyst of the present invention is expected to be used in wide industrial fields because
all raw materials of the catalyst are easily available and are safe for the human body and the environment.
[0173] The catalyst is expected to be used in sterilization in the fields of agriculture, food, medicine, and public health,
for example. Further, the catalyst is also expected to be used in a pollutant degradation method. In addition, when the
catalyst is combined with a reaction with a chemiluminescence substance, the catalyst is expected to create a new
demand as a novel luminescence method.

Claims

1. A Fenton reaction catalyst, comprising, as an active component, a reaction product obtained by mixing reducing
organic substances with an iron-supplying source in the presence of water under any one of the following conditions
(A) to (C):

(A): a condition where: the reducing organic substance is ascorbic acid; and the ascorbic acid is mixed in a
molar amount 0.01 to 5 times that of an iron element supplied from the iron-supplying source;
(B) : a condition where: the reducing organic substance is a reducing organic substance contained in a polyphe-
nol-containing plant; and the polyphenol-containing plant is mixed in an amount of 0.01 to 1,000 g in terms of
a polyphenol with respect to 1 mol of an iron element supplied from the iron-supplying source; and
(C): a condition where: the reducing organic substance is a reducing organic substance contained in a plant
dry distillation liquid; and the plant dry distillation liquid is mixed in an amount of 0.1 to 200 kg in terms of a stock
solution with respect to 1 mol of an iron element supplied from the iron-supplying source.

2. A Fenton reaction catalyst according to claim 1, wherein the iron-supplying source is a trivalent iron compound or
metallic iron.

3. A sterilization method, comprising using the Fenton reaction catalyst according to claim 1 or 2 to generate hydroxyl
radicals from hydrogen peroxide.

4. A pollutant degradation method, comprising using the Fenton reaction catalyst according to claim 1 or 2 to generate
hydroxyl radicals from hydrogen peroxide.

5. A light emission method based on chemiluminescence, comprising using the Fenton reaction catalyst according to

[Table 2]

Sample Reaction product Color development

7 Squeezed red cabbage juice Squeezed red cabbage juice component·iron +
8 Squeezed banana juice Squeezed banana juice component·iron +
9 Cacao powder Cacao component·iron +
10 Turmeric powder Turmeric component·iron +
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claim 1 or 2 to generate hydroxyl radicals from hydrogen peroxide.
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