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(57) There is provided an information processing de-
vice including a receiving unit that receives predeter-
mined information from a first information terminal pos-
sessed by a first user and a second information terminal
possessed by a second user, an action recognition unit
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the second information terminal possessed by the sec-
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present disclosure relates to an information processing device, an information processing method, and a
program.

Background Art

[0002] In the related art, as described in Patent Literature 1 below, for example, there is known a technology for a
device equipped with a communication function and a sensor, such as a mobile phone, in which an action of a user
carrying the device is recognized, and the result is shared with friends and the like in real-time.
[0003] Also, Patent Literature 2 below describes technology that changes a communication channel according to a
degree of closeness with a friend. Also, Patent Literature 3 below describes technology that detects attributes of a
location from position information.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0004]

Patent Literature 1:JP 2006-345269A
Patent Literature 2:JP2008-311628A
Patent Literature 3:JP2011-81431A

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0005] However, in the above technology of the related art, in the case of using a GPS or Wi-Fi function for action
recognition, there is a problem in that if the action recognition application is continuously activated, the mobile terminal
consumes more power.
[0006] Also, in the above technology of the related art, detailed information about a user may be communicated to
another user in some cases, and problems such as loss of user privacy and leakage of personal information may
potentially occur. Also, in the above technology of the related art, information that is redundant for the recipient of the
user information potentially may be provided.
[0007] Accordingly, there is demand to reduce power consumption when sharing an action recognition result. Also,
there is demand to flexibly configure the level of detail in the presence sharing of a user.

Solution to Problem

[0008] According to the present disclosure, there is provided an information processing device including a receiving
unit that receives predetermined information from a first information terminal possessed by a first user and a second
information terminal possessed by a second user, an action recognition unit that recognizes an action of the first user
on the basis of the predetermined information received from the first information terminal, and an information transmitting
unit that transmits, on the basis of the recognized action of the first user, information for determining whether or not the
second information terminal possessed by the second user is to acquire the predetermined information.
[0009] The information processing device may further include an action recognition information transmitting unit that
transmits the recognized action of the first user to the second information terminal.
[0010] The action recognition information transmitting unit may transmit the action of the first user to another information
terminal that belongs to the same predetermined group as the first information terminal.
[0011] The action recognition information transmitting unit may transmit information related to a recognized action of
one user to an information terminal of another user according to an action recognition level configured for each prede-
termined group.
[0012] The action recognition information transmitting unit may transmit a recognized action of the one user to the
second information terminal according to an action recognition level that the first information terminal configures between
itself and the second information terminal.
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[0013] According to the present disclosure, there is provided an information processing system including a client
terminal that includes an acceleration sensor that acquires acceleration information, a position information acquisition
unit that acquires position information, an operation information acquisition unit that acquires operation information, and
an action recognition unit that recognizes an action of a user on the basis of the acceleration information, the position
information, or the operation information, and a server that includes a receiving unit that receives action recognition
result information recognized by the action recognition unit from the client terminal, and an information transmitting unit
that transmits, on the basis of the action recognition result information, information for determining whether or not another
client terminal possessed by another user is to acquire the acceleration information or the position information.
[0014] According to the present disclosure, there is provided an information processing system including a client
terminal that includes an acceleration sensor that acquires acceleration information, a position information acquisition
unit that acquires position information, and an operation information acquisition unit that acquires operation information,
and a server that includes a receiving unit that receives the acceleration information, the position information, or the
operation information from the client terminal, an action recognition unit that recognizes an action of a user who possesses
the client terminal on the basis of the acceleration information or the position information, and an information transmitting
unit that transmits, on the basis of the recognized action of the user, information for determining whether or not another
client terminal possessed by another user is to acquire the acceleration information or the position information.
[0015] According to the present disclosure, there is provided a client terminal including an acceleration sensor that
acquires acceleration information, a position information acquisition unit that acquires position information, an operation
information acquisition unit that acquires operation information, an action recognition unit that recognizes an action of
a user on the basis of the acceleration information, the position information, or the operation information, a transmitting
unit that transmits action recognition result information recognized by the action recognition unit to a server, and a
receiving unit that receives information transmitted by the server on the basis of the action recognition result information
received from another client terminal. The client terminal stops operation of the acceleration sensor or the position
information acquisition unit on the basis of the information.
[0016] According to the present disclosure, there is provided a client terminal including an acceleration sensor that
acquires acceleration information, a position information acquisition unit that acquires position information, an operation
information acquisition unit that acquires operation information, a transmitting unit that transmits the acceleration infor-
mation, the position information, or the operation information to a server, and a receiving unit that receives action
recognition result information recognized by the server on the basis of the acceleration information or the position
information received from another client terminal. The client terminal stops operation of the acceleration sensor or the
position information acquisition unit on the basis of the action recognition result information.
[0017] According to the present disclosure, there is provided an information processing method including receiving
predetermined information from a first information terminal possessed by a first user and a second information terminal
possessed by a second user, recognizing an action of the first user on the basis of the predetermined information received
from the first information terminal, and transmitting, on the basis of the recognized action of the first user, information
for determining whether or not the second information terminal possessed by the second user is to acquire the prede-
termined information.
[0018] According to the present disclosure, there is provided a program causing a computer to function as means for
receiving predetermined information from a first information terminal possessed by a first user and a second information
terminal possessed by a second user, means for recognizing an action of the first user on the basis of the predetermined
information received from the first information terminal, and means for transmitting, on the basis of the recognized action
of the first user, information for determining whether or not the second information terminal possessed by the second
user is to acquire the predetermined information.
[0019] According to the present disclosure, there is provided an information processing device including a receiving
unit that receives predetermined information from a first information terminal possessed by a first user and a second
information terminal possessed by a second user, an action recognition unit that recognizes actions of the first and the
second users on the basis of the predetermined information received from the first or the second information terminal,
a correlation score computation unit that computes a correlation score expressing a degree of correlation between the
predetermined information received from the first information terminal and the predetermined information received from
the second information terminal, a selecting unit that selects, on the basis of the computed correlation score, an action
to provide to the first user from among recognized actions of the second user, and a transmitting unit that transmits the
selected action of the second user to the first information terminal.
[0020] The selecting unit may select a more detailed action as the action to provide to the first user to the extent that
the correlation score is high.
[0021] The correlation score computation unit may associate related information with each other between a plurality
of information received from the first information terminal and information received from the second information terminal,
compute, for each combination of related information, a correlation sub-score expressing a degree of correlation between
the information, and compute the correlation score on the basis of, for each computed correlation sub-score, the corre-
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lation sub-score and a weighting coefficient that expresses a contribution of the sub-score to the correlation score.
[0022] Between the plurality of information received from the first information terminal and the information received
from the second information terminal, information about a distance between the first and the second information terminals,
attributes of locations where the first and the second information terminals are positioned, actions of the first and the
second users, or a remaining time until a time that the first and the second users have configured may be associated
with each other.
[0023] The correlation score computation unit may include a geo-categorizing unit for computing a correlation score
by using correlations between geo-category histograms.
[0024] The information processing device may further include an action recognition level information transmitting unit
that, on the basis of the correlation score, transmits to the first and the second information terminals information indicating
a level at which the first and the second information terminals acquire the predetermined information.
[0025] The information processing device may further include a transmission frequency decision unit that decides a
frequency at which to transmit the action pattern on the basis of the computed correlation score. The transmitting unit
may transmit the selected action pattern of the second user to the first information terminal at the computed transmission
frequency.
[0026] According to the present disclosure, there is provided an information processing system including a first infor-
mation terminal, possessed by a first user, that includes an acceleration sensor that acquires acceleration information,
a position information acquisition unit that acquires position information, an operation information acquisition unit that
acquires operation information, and an action recognition unit that recognizes an action of a user on the basis of the
acceleration information, the position information, or the operation information, a second information terminal, possessed
by a second user, that includes an acceleration sensor that acquires acceleration information, a position information
acquisition unit that acquires position information, and an action recognition unit that recognizes an action of a user on
the basis of the acceleration information or the position information, and a server that includes a receiving unit that
receives action recognition result information recognized by the action recognition unit from each of the first and the
second information terminals, a correlation score computation unit that computes a correlation score expressing a degree
of correlation between the action recognition result information received from the first information terminal and the action
recognition result information received from the second information terminal, a selecting unit that selects, on the basis
of the computed correlation score, an action to provide to the first user from among recognized actions of the second
user, and a transmitting unit that transmits the selected action of the second user to the first information terminal.
[0027] According to the present disclosure, there is provided an information processing system including a first infor-
mation terminal, possessed by a first user, that includes an acceleration sensor that acquires acceleration information,
a position information acquisition unit that acquires position information, and an operation information acquisition unit
that acquires operation information, a second information terminal, possessed by a second user, that includes an ac-
celeration sensor that acquires acceleration information, a position information acquisition unit that acquires position
information, and an operation information acquisition unit that acquires operation information, and a server that includes
a receiving unit that receives the acceleration information, the position information, or the operation information from
each of the first and the second information terminals, an action recognition unit that recognizes actions of the first and
the second users who possess the first and the second information terminals on the basis of the acceleration information,
the position information, or the operation information, a correlation score computation unit that computes a correlation
score expressing a degree of correlation between action recognition result information obtained as a result of action
recognition of the first user and action recognition result information obtained as a result of action recognition of the
second user, a selecting unit that selects, on the basis of the computed correlation score, an action to provide to the
first user from among recognized actions of the second user, and a transmitting unit that transmits the selected action
of the second user to the first information terminal.
[0028] According to the present disclosure, there is provided a client terminal including an acceleration sensor that
acquires acceleration information, a position information acquisition unit that acquires position information, an operation
information acquisition unit that acquires operation information, an action recognition unit that recognizes an action of
a user on the basis of the acceleration information, the position information, or the operation information, a transmitting
unit that transmits action recognition result information recognized by the action recognition unit to a server, and a
receiving unit that receives an action of another client terminal selected by the server on the basis of a correlation score
between the action recognition result information and action recognition result information acquired from the other client
terminal.
[0029] According to the present disclosure, there is provided a client terminal including an acceleration sensor that
acquires acceleration information, a position information acquisition unit that acquires position information, an operation
information acquisition unit that acquires operation information, a transmitting unit that transmits the acceleration infor-
mation, the position information, or the operation information to a server, and a receiving unit that receives an action of
another client terminal selected by the server on the basis of a correlation score between an action of a user recognized
on the basis of the acceleration information or the position information, and an action of a user of the other client terminal
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recognized on the basis of the acceleration information or the position information received from the other client terminal.
[0030] According to the present disclosure, there is provided an information processing method including receiving
predetermined information from a first information terminal possessed by a first user and a second information terminal
possessed by a second user, recognizing actions of the first and the second users on the basis of the predetermined
information received from the first or the second information terminal, computing a correlation score expressing a degree
of correlation between the predetermined information received from the first information terminal and the predetermined
information received from the second information terminal, selecting, on the basis of the computed correlation score,
an action to provide to the first user from among recognized actions of the second user, and transmitting the selected
action of the second user to the first information terminal.
[0031] According to the present disclosure, there is provided a program causing a computer to function as means for
receiving predetermined information from a first information terminal possessed by a first user and a second information
terminal possessed by a second user, means for recognizing actions of the first and the second users on the basis of
the predetermined information received from the first or the second information terminal, means for computing a corre-
lation score expressing a degree of correlation between the predetermined information received from the first information
terminal and the predetermined information received from the second information terminal, means for selecting, on the
basis of the computed correlation score, an action to provide to the first user from among recognized actions of the
second user, and means for transmitting the selected action of the second user to the first information terminal.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0032] According to the present disclosure, it becomes possible to reduce power consumption when sharing an action
recognition result. Also, according to the present disclosure, it becomes possible to flexibly configure the level of detail
in the presence sharing of a user.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0033]

[FIG. 1] FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating technology for a device equipped with a communication function
and a sensor, such as a mobile phone, in which an action of a user carrying the device is recognized, and the result
is shared with friends and the like in real-time.
[FIG. 2] FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating the response delay of action recognition.
[FIG. 3] FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating a system configuration according to the first embodiment.
[FIG. 4] FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram illustrating that four users belonging to a group 1 are able to share respective
actions on respective user terminals.
[FIG. 5] FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of action recognition levels of a user who shares
information.
[FIG. 6] FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram illustrating a mechanism of displaying a user’s actions.
[FIG. 7] FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram illustrating a configuration of a server and user terminals according to the
first embodiment.
[FIG. 8] FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of stopping a process from step S10 in a state in
which all users in a group are not operating a user terminal.
[FIG. 9] FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of a display of a user terminal transitioning according
to the level of action recognition.
[FIG. 10] FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram illustrating a status indicator of display transitions.
[FIG. 11] FIG. 11 is a schematic diagram illustrating a status indicator of display transitions.
[FIG. 12] FIG. 12 is a schematic diagram illustrating a status indicator of display transitions.
[FIG. 13] FIG. 13 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of configuring an upper limit on the action recognition
level with respect to the recipient group.
[FIG. 14] FIG. 14 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of configuring an upper limit on the action recognition
level that a user provides with respect to each recipient user.
[FIG. 15] FIG. 15 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of varying the action recognition level according to
the time of day.
[FIG. 16] FIG. 16 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of reducing power consumption by using the action
recognition results of a user to control an upper limit on the level of action recognition result that a user provides.
[FIG. 17] FIG. 17 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of reducing power consumption by using the action
recognition results of a user to control an upper limit on the level of action recognition result that a user provides.
[FIG. 18] FIG. 18 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of controlling the action recognition level according
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to battery charge level.
[FIG. 19] FIG. 19 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of controlling the action recognition level according
to the depletion rate of battery charge.
[FIG. 20] FIG. 20 is a flowchart illustrating a process of the first embodiment.
[FIG. 21] FIG. 21 is a schematic diagram illustrating a mechanism of sharing the actions of friends in technology
presupposed by the second embodiment.
[FIG. 22] FIG. 22 is a schematic diagram illustrating a configuration of a server and user terminals according to the
second embodiment.
[FIG. 23] FIG. 23 is a schematic diagram illustrating an overview of a process of the second embodiment.
[FIG. 24] FIG. 24 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of presence to share.
[FIG. 25] FIG. 25 is a schematic diagram illustrating indices for deciding whether to share presence.
[FIG. 26] FIG. 26 is a schematic diagram illustrating presence to share and the sharing level.
[FIG. 27] FIG. 27 is a schematic diagram illustrating presence to share and the sharing level.
[FIG. 28] FIG. 28 is a schematic diagram illustrating presence to share and the sharing level.
[FIG. 29] FIG. 29 is a schematic diagram illustrating a mechanism of sharing the actions of friends in the second
embodiment.
[FIG. 30] FIG. 30 is a schematic diagram illustrating the level at which to share the presence of user A.
[FIG. 31] FIG. 31 is a schematic diagram illustrating the level at which to share the presence of user A.
[FIG. 32] FIG. 32 is a schematic diagram illustrating the level at which to share the presence of user A.
[FIG. 33] FIG. 33 is a schematic diagram illustrating how information is provided according to the presence of the
receiving user.
[FIG. 34] FIG. 34 is a schematic diagram illustrating sharing levels and scores.
[FIG. 35] FIG. 35 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of computing the distance between users, and
scoring according to distance.
[FIG. 36] FIG. 36 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of scoring according to the remaining time until a
configured time.
[FIG. 37] FIG. 37 is a schematic diagram illustrating correlation of action patterns.
[FIG. 38] FIG. 38 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of computing a score by comparing geo-category
histograms.
[FIG. 39] FIG. 39 is a schematic diagram illustrating a geo-categorizing unit and peripheral elements.
[FIG. 40] FIG. 40 is a flowchart illustrating a process of the second embodiment.
[FIG. 41] FIG. 41 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of configuring an upper limit on the action recognition
level that a user provides with respect to each recipient user, and linking with presence sharing technology.
[FIG. 42] FIG. 42 is a sequence diagram illustrating a process of the example of FIG. 41.

Description of Embodiments

[0034] Hereinafter, preferred embodiments of the present invention will be described in detail with reference to the
appended drawings. Note that, in this specification and the drawings, elements that have substantially the same function
and structure are denoted with the same reference signs, and repeated explanation is omitted.
[0035] Hereinafter, the description will proceed in the following order.

1. First embodiment

[0036]

1.1. Presupposed technology
1.2. System configuration of first embodiment
1.3. Specific example of system configuration of first embodiment
1.4. Specific example of power consumption reduction
1.5. Example of display transitions in user terminal
1.6. Example of configuring upper limit on action recognition level that a user makes public
1.7. Example of controlling action recognition level according to current conditions of user
1.8. Example of controlling action recognition level according to conditions of terminal in use
1.9. Process flow of first embodiment
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2. Second embodiment

[0037]

2.1. Presupposed technology
2.2. System configuration of second embodiment
2.3. Presence sharing levels
2.4. Correlation computation according to sub-score
2.5. Process flow of second embodiment
2.6. Example of configuring an upper limit on action recognition level with respect to each recipient user, and linking
with presence sharing technology

<1. First embodiment>

[1.1. Presupposed technology]

[0038] First, technology presupposed by the present disclosure will be described with reference to FIG. 1. FIG. 1 is a
schematic diagram illustrating technology as described in Patent Literature 1 discussed earlier for a device equipped
with a communication function and a sensor, such as a mobile phone (user terminal 1500), in which an action of a user
carrying the device is recognized, and the result is shared with friends and the like in real-time. FIG. 1 illustrates a display
screen on a user terminal 1500 possessed by each user. In the example illustrated in FIG. 1, each user is able to grasp
(share) the actions of each user in real-time, such as a user (Ken) riding a bus, a user (Tagawa) sitting down, and a
user (Mike) running.
[0039] However, conducting action recognition requires continuously analyzing an acceleration sensor, and since the
computations for the analysis are conducted by a central processing unit (CPU) provided in the user terminal 1500,
power is consumed. Also, in the case of using position information, power is additionally consumed to acquire position
information from services such as GPS and Wi-Fi.
[0040] FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating the response delay of action recognition in the technology illustrated
in FIG. 1. In the example illustrated in FIG. 2, t1 seconds after starting action recognition, the status of a mobile phone
is acquired by action recognition 1, and is shared among the users belonging to a group. Also, by t2 seconds after
starting action recognition, the behavioral status of a user is acquired by action recognition 2, and is shared among the
users belonging to the group. Also, by t3 seconds after starting action recognition, the detailed action of a user is acquired
by action recognition 3, and is shared among the users belonging to the group. In this way, depending on the type of
action, obtaining a recognition result takes time, which becomes a factor exerting psychological stress on the user.
[0041] For this reason, in the first embodiment, there is configured a recipient member to whom a recognition result
of an action is made public, and a reduction in power consumption is realized by controlling the process of action
recognition according to the actions of the member. Also, by presenting a display according to the response performance
of action recognition, psychological stress due to user wait time is moderated.
[0042] Furthermore, by deciding in advance an upper limit on an action recognition level to publish with respect to
each recipient member or each recipient group, the action recognition level is optimally controlled, and power consumption
is reduced. Also, the action recognition level to make public is controlled on the basis of the conditions of the user or
the status of the terminal in use. Hereinafter, the first embodiment will be described in detail.

[1.2. System configuration of first embodiment]

[0043] FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating a system configuration according to the first embodiment. As illustrated
in FIG. 3, the system according to the first embodiment includes a server 100, a user terminal 500A, a user terminal
500B, a user terminal 500C, and so on. The user terminal 500A, the user terminal 500B, the user terminal 500C, and
so on are respectively used by a user A, a user B, a user C, and so on.
[0044] Each of the user terminal 500A, the user terminal 500B, the user terminal 500C, and so on configures in the
server 100 a recipient group to which its own actions are made public. FIG. 4 illustrates that the users A, B, C, and D
each belong to a group to which their own actions are made public (group 1), and these four users are able to share
their respective actions on the user terminal 500A, user terminal 500B, user terminal 500C, and user terminal 500D,
respectively. FIG. 4 also illustrates that since a user E does not belong to group 1, the user E is unable to share actions
with the users A, B, C, and D. Each user may belong to multiple groups at the same time. In FIG. 4, the user A belongs
to group 1 and group 2, while a user F belongs to group 2 only.
[0045] Note that the device that each user uses for action recognition (user terminal 500A, user terminal 500B, user
terminal 500C, and so on) is described herein as a mobile phone (a communication device provided with a display and
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an onboard sensor), but is not limited thereto. For example, the device used for action recognition may also be a mobile
device not provided with a display. Even in this case, the power consumption reduction technology of the present
embodiment is still applicable.
[0046] Action recognition is mainly conducted by two techniques. The first technique conducts action recognition using
an acceleration sensor and a gyro sensor provided in the user terminal 500A, user terminal 500B, user terminal 500C,
and so on. Note that this action recognition is sometimes designated low-level action recognition. With the first technique,
actions such as a user "walking", "sitting", "standing still", "jumping", "riding a train", "riding a bus", and "riding a car" are
recognized. The user terminal 500A, user terminal 500B, user terminal 500C, and so on pre-store output waveforms of
the acceleration sensor and the gyro sensor according to behaviors such as a user "walking", "sitting", "standing still",
"jumping", "riding a train", "riding a bus", and "riding a car". Subsequently, by comparing waveforms detected with the
acceleration sensor and the gyro sensor to the pre-stored output waveforms, the user terminal 500A, user terminal 500B,
user terminal 500C, and so on are able to recognize behaviors such as a user "walking", "sitting", "standing still", and
"jumping". Note that the output waveforms of the acceleration sensor and the gyro sensor according to behaviors such
as a user walking, standing still, and jumping may be stored in the server 100 in advance, and by having the user terminal
500A, user terminal 500B, user terminal 500C, and so on send the detected waveforms of the sensors to the server
100, behaviors such as a user "walking", "sitting", "standing still", and "jumping" may be recognized on the server 100
side. In this way, with the first technique, the user’s behavior or other such direct action of the user himself or herself is
recognized. Action recognition according to the first technique may use the technique described in JP2010-198595A,
for example.
[0047] The second technique conducts action recognition using information from an acceleration sensor and a gyro
sensor provided in the user terminal 500A, user terminal 500B, user terminal 500C, and so on, and position information.
Note that this action recognition is sometimes designated high-level action recognition. With the second technique,
actions that are closer to a user’s everyday life actions than the first technique are recognized, such as a user "shopping",
"riding a vehicle", "dining", and "working". With the second technique, behaviors obtained by the first technique, such
as a user "walking", "sitting", "standing still", and "jumping" are combined with the user’s position information (latitude
and longitude information) obtained from a service such as GPS or Wi-Fi (access point information) to recognize the
user’s everyday life actions. Also, for the method of acquiring position information, technology that specifies latitude and
longitude from base station information on a communication network used by mobile phones is similarly usable. Action
recognition according to the second technique may use the technique described in JP2011-81431A, for example.
[0048] With the second technique, a user’s position information (latitude and longitude information) is acquired on the
basis of information obtained from a service such as GPS or Wi-Fi. Subsequently, the user’s position information is
combined with behaviors obtained by the first technique, such as a user "walking", "sitting", "standing still", and "jumping",
to recognize the user’s everyday life actions.
[0049] Specifically, by combining the user’s position information with map database information, the user’s action is
specified. For example, on the basis of the user’s position information, the user is specified to be positioned in a "restaurant"
location, and in the case of determining that the user is sitting according to the first technique, the user is recognized to
be "dining at a restaurant". In this case, if the time is 12:00 noon, the user is recognized to be "having lunch at a restaurant".
Also, if the user is positioned in an office center and determined to be "sitting" according to the first technique, for example,
the user is recognized to be "working at the office".
[0050] Instead of a map database, a database may also be generated on the basis of feedback from the user. For
example, if the user is positioned in an office center, by having the user provide feedback indicating that the user is in
an office center in addition to position information, the correspondence of the position information with an office center
is recorded. By building a database from such recorded information, it is possible to identify attributes of a location where
the user is present (such as an office or restaurant) on the basis of the position information acquired by the user.
[0051] As above, for action recognition, a user’s behaviors may be recognized by the first technique, and a user’s
everyday life actions may be recognized by the second technique.
[0052] FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of action recognition levels of a user who shares infor-
mation. As illustrated in FIG. 5, the information to share differs according to action recognition levels 1 to 3. In action
recognition level 1, operation information of the user terminal 500A, user terminal 500B, user terminal 500C, and so on
is analyzed and shared with users belonging to the same group. In action recognition level 2, in addition to the operation
information of level 1, sensor information obtained from the acceleration sensor and gyro sensor is analyzed and shared
with users belonging to the same group. The operation information and the sensor information may be analyzed inde-
pendently or in combination. In action recognition level 3, in addition to the operation information of level 1 and the sensor
information of level 2, position information obtained from GPS or Wi-Fi is analyzed and shared with users. The operation
information, the sensor information, and the position information may be analyzed independently or in combination. As
illustrated in FIG. 5, as the action recognition level rises, the conditions of the user may be known in more detail, but the
power consumption for analysis increases, and in addition, the response of the result output also becomes slower. Note
that, as discussed earlier, actions such as a user "started walking" and "stopped" are recognized from the sensor
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information according to the first technique. Also, by combining the sensor information and the position information,
actions such as a user "working" and "dining" are recognized according to the second technique. Note that although
FIG. 5 illustrates an example of dividing the action recognition levels into three stages, the number of divisions of the
action recognition levels is not limited thereto.
[0053] FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram illustrating a mechanism of displaying the actions of users with the presupposed
technology illustrated in FIG. 1. Suppose that user A and user B belong to group 1, and all users in group 1 are conducting
action recognition level 1. In other words, the user terminals 1500 of all users in group 1 are sharing the results of
analyzing the operation of each user terminal 1500.
[0054] After that, the processing from step S10 is sequentially conducted, and action recognition at action recognition
level 2 and action recognition level 3 is conducted. Consequently, the "stopped", "started walking", and "started running"
actions of user A, and the "starting using phone", "stopped using phone" actions of user B are recognized by the server,
and shared with all users in group 1.

[1.3. Specific example of system configuration of first embodiment]

[0055] FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram illustrating a configuration of the server 100 and the user terminals 500A and
500B according to the first embodiment. As illustrated in FIG. 7, the server 100 includes a receiving unit 102, an action
recognition unit 104, an action recognition level information transmitting unit 105, an action recognition information
transmitting unit 106, a control unit 108, a database 110, and a transmission frequency decision unit 112. Also, the user
terminal 500A includes a communication unit 502A, a control unit 504A, an action recognition unit 506A, a display unit
508A, an input unit 510A, an acceleration sensor 512A, and a position information acquisition unit 514A using GPS or
the like, while the user terminal 500B includes a communication unit 502B, a control unit 504B, a action recognition unit
506B, a display unit 508B, an input unit 510B, an acceleration sensor 512B, and a position information acquisition unit
514B using GPS or the like.
[0056] The communication unit 502A of the user terminal 500A transmits information related to the user terminal 500A
obtained from the input unit 510A, the acceleration sensor 512A, and the position information acquisition unit 514A (such
as operation information, sensor information, and position information) to the server 100. Additionally, the communication
unit 502A may also transmit an action recognition result obtained by the action recognition unit 506A to the server 100.
The action recognition unit 506A recognizes an action using the first technique or second technique discussed earlier
on the basis of information related to the user terminal 500A obtained from the input unit 510A, the acceleration sensor
512A, and the position information acquisition unit 514A (such as operation information, sensor information, and position
information). Also, the communication unit 502A of the user terminal 500A receives an action pattern (action recognition
result information) of the user B from the server 100. Similarly, the communication unit 502B of the user terminal 500B
transmits information related to the user terminal 500B obtained from the input unit 510B, the acceleration sensor 512B,
and the position information acquisition unit 514B (such as operation information, sensor information, and position
information) to the server 100. Additionally, the communication unit 502B may also transmit an action recognition result
obtained by the action recognition unit 506B to the server 100. The action recognition unit 506B recognizes an action
using the first technique or second technique discussed earlier on the basis of information related to the user terminal
500B obtained from the input unit 510B, the acceleration sensor 512B, and the position information acquisition unit 514B
(such as operation information, sensor information, and position information). Also, the communication unit 502B of the
user terminal 500B receives an action pattern (action recognition result information) of the user A from the server 100.
[0057] The receiving unit 102 of the server 100 receives information such as operation information, sensor information,
and position information from the user terminals 500A and 500B. Also, the receiving unit 102 of the server 100 receives
an action recognition result when the user terminal 500A or 500B transmits an action recognition result obtained by the
action recognition unit 506A or 506B. The action recognition unit 104 recognizes a user’s action on the basis of information
such as operation information, sensor information, and position information sent from the user terminal 500A or 500B.
At this point, the action recognition unit 104 recognizes an action using the first technique or the second technique
discussed earlier. Also, when the user terminal 500A or 500B transmits an action recognition result obtained by the
action recognition unit 506A or 506B, the action recognition unit 104 recognizes a user’s action according to the received
action recognition result. The action recognition information transmitting unit 106 transmits a recognized user action to
each of the user terminals 500A and 500B. Consequently, the user terminals 500A and 500B are each able to recognize
the actions of each user. When the action recognition unit 104 recognizes that an operation of a user terminal has started,
the action recognition level information transmitting unit 105 specifies the action recognition level discussed later so as
to raise the action recognition level to "2" or higher, and transmits action recognition level information to each of the user
terminals 500A and 500B. The control unit 108 is made up of components such as a central processing unit (CPU), and
controls the server 100 overall. The database 110 is a storage unit that stores data, and stores information such as the
action recognition level discussed later, and the groups to which each user belongs. The transmission frequency decision
unit 112 decides a transmission frequency at which the action recognition information transmitting unit 106 transmits
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recognized user actions.
[0058] The action recognition unit 506A of the user terminal 500A recognizes an action of the user possessing the
user terminal 500A on the basis of information related to the user terminal 500A obtained from the input unit 510A, the
acceleration sensor 512A, and the position information acquisition unit 514A (such as operation information, sensor
information, and position information). Similarly, the action recognition unit 506B of the user terminal 500B recognizes
an action of the user possessing the user terminal 500B on the basis of information related to the user terminal 500B
obtained from the input unit 510B, the acceleration sensor 512B, and the position information acquisition unit 514B (such
as operation information, sensor information, and position information). The action recognition units 500A and 500B
change the action recognition level for the information to acquire on the basis of a command from the control unit 504A
and control unit 504B, respectively. Also, the action recognition units 506A and 506B acquire user-related information
on the basis of information input into the input units 510A and 510B.
[0059] The display units 508A and 508B of the user terminals 500A and 500B are made up of a liquid crystal display
(LCD) or the like, and display information related to the actions of other users on the basis of instructions from the control
units 504A and 504B. Also, the input units 510A and 510B are made up of components such as a touch sensor and a
keyboard, and function as an interface into which user operations are input.
[0060] The control units 504A and 504B are made up of components such as a central processing unit (CPU), and
control the user terminals 500A and 500B overall. The control units 504A and 504B include a clock that acquires time
information.
[0061] As above, the server 100 may conduct action recognition for each user with the action recognition unit 104 on
the basis of information acquired from the user terminals 500A and 500B (such as operation information, sensor infor-
mation, and position information). Additionally, the user terminals 500A and 500B may conduct action recognition with
the action recognition units 506A and 506B, respectively. In the case of the server 100 conducting action recognition
on the basis of information acquired from the user terminals 500A and 500B (such as operation information, sensor
information, and position information), the processing load on the user terminals 500A and 500B may be further reduced.
[0062] Note that each structural element of the server 100 illustrated in FIG. 7 may be configured by a circuit (hardware),
or by the control unit 108 and a program (software) causing the control unit 108 to function. In this case, the program
may be stored in a storage unit (the database 110) provided in the server 100.
[0063] Similarly, each structural element of the user terminals 500A and 500B illustrated in FIG. 7 may be configured
by a circuit (hardware), or by the control unit 504A or 504B and a program (software) causing the control unit 504A or
504B to function. In this case, the program may be stored in a storage unit (not illustrated) such as memory provided in
the user terminals 500A and 500B.

[1.4. Specific example of power consumption reduction]

[0064] In FIG. 6, in a state in which all users in the group are not looking at the display app of the user terminals 500A,
500B, and so on, the sharing among the users of information from action recognition 2 starting from step S10 may be
stopped without creating inconvenience.
[0065] For this reason, in the present embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 8, the processing from step S10 is stopped
in a state in which all users in a group that the users are participating in are not operating the user terminals 500A and
500B. Consequently, action recognition according to action recognition levels 2 and 3 is not conducted. Subsequently,
if one person in the group operates the user terminal 500A or 500B, the processing of action recognition level 2 or higher
is conducted. In the example illustrated in FIG. 8, in step S22, the transmission of the action of the user B "started
operating mobile phone" to the server 100 triggers the starting of the processing of action recognition level 2 or higher
(steps S22 to S38) by the user terminals 500A, 500B, and so on that belong to the group. Subsequently, in step S38,
the transmission of the action of the user A "stopped operating mobile phone" to the server 1000 triggers the stopping
of the processing of action recognition level 2 or higher. Consequently, it becomes possible to limit the time when the
processing of action recognition level 2 or higher is conducted, and a major reduction in power consumption becomes
possible.
[0066] In step S22, the input unit 510B of the user terminal 500B receives a user operation and notifies the control
unit 504B that the operation was received, and the control unit 504B causes a notification that a user operation was
received to be transmitted from the communication unit 502B to the server 100.
[0067] In step S24, the server 100 transmits information indicating that "user B started using phone" together with a
notification to "start action recognition at action recognition level 2 or higher" to the user terminal 500A. Subsequently,
the communication unit 502A of the user terminal 500A receives the notification to "start action recognition at action
recognition level 2 or higher" from the server 100. After receiving this notification, the control unit 504A of the user
terminal 500A raises the level of action recognition by the action recognition unit 506A to "action recognition level 2".
Consequently, in step S28 and step S32, information indicating that the user A "started running" and "started walking"
is acquired by the action recognition unit 506A, and in steps S30 and S34, is transmitted to the user terminal 500B.
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[0068] In step S36, on the basis of the operation information input into the input unit 510B, the control unit 504B senses
that the user B has stopped using the user terminal 500B, and the stop in the use of the user terminal 500B is transmitted
from the transmitting unit 500A to the server 100. The server 100 transmits information indicating that the user B has
stopped using the user terminal 500B to the user terminal 500A. Also, since the use of the user terminal 500B has ended,
the server 100 transmits an instruction to "stop action recognition level 2" to the user terminal 500A (step S38). The
control unit 504A of the user terminal 500A receives the instruction to "stop action recognition", and stops action recog-
nition by the action recognition unit 506A. Consequently, the acquisition of user information is stopped, and it becomes
possible to reduce power consumption.

[1.5. Example of display transitions in user terminal]

[0069] FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of the display of the user terminals 500A, 500B, and so
on transitioning according to the level of action recognition. As illustrated in FIG. 9, by causing the display state to
transition according to the level of action recognition, a user is able to instantaneously recognize the level of action
recognition. As illustrated in FIG. 9, at action recognition level 1, the outward appearance of another user terminal 500A,
500B, and so on is displayed on the respective display units 506A of the user terminals 500A, 500B, and so on, and the
on/off state of the user terminal 500A, 500B, and so on of each user is expressed by the color or brightness of the
outward appearance. At action recognition level 2, the behavioral state of each user of another user terminal 500A,
500B, and so on is expressed on the respective display units 506A of the user terminals 500A, 500B, and so on by the
display of the outward appearance of a person. At action recognition level 2, the detailed action of another user is
expressed on the respective display units 506A of the user terminals 500A, 500B, and so on by the display of a person,
a map, a means of transportation, and the like.
[0070] In addition, in the exemplary display illustrated in FIG. 9, by obtaining recognition results of action recognition
and sharing the recognition results starting from those which may be shared, psychological stress on the user may be
lowered.
[0071] FIGS. 10 to 12 are schematic diagrams illustrating status indicators of display transitions. Although the display
transitions between the action recognition levels 1 to 3 every time the action analysis results are updated, in the examples
illustrated in FIGS. 10 to 12, there is presented a display that indicates how much the display has been updated, and
whether there is a possibility of the display being updated further. FIG. 10 illustrates an example that indicates the current
action analysis results in units of transition states, and illustrates an example in which the leftmost dot among the three
dots 600 lights up in the case of action recognition 1, the leftmost two dots among the three dots 600 light up in the case
of action recognition 2, and all three dots 600 light up in the case of action recognition level 3. Consequently, the user
is able to recognize which level is the current action recognition level.
[0072] FIG. 11 illustrates an example of displaying the remaining time until switching to the next state at each level of
the action recognition levels 1 to 3. In this case, an indicator 610 moves to the right as time elapses, indicating that the
remaining time until switching to the next state is decreasing.
[0073] FIG. 12 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of changing the display of an image, such as the
transparency or chroma of an image to display. In this case, the transparency of the image rises as the level falls from
action recognition 3, to action recognition 2, to action recognition 1. Consequently, the user is able to instantaneously
recognize the current level.
[0074] In the examples of FIGS. 10 to 12, the user terminals 500A, 500B, and so on receive an action recognition
level from the server 100, and on the basis of a command from the control units 504A, 504B, and so on, cause the
display units 508A, 508B, and so on to present a display according to the action recognition level.

[1.6. Example of configuring upper limit on action recognition level that a user makes public]

[0075] Next, an example of configuring upper limit on the action recognition level that a user makes public will be
described. By configuring an upper limit on the action recognition level that a user makes public, unwanted action
recognition may be avoided, and power consumption may be reduced more efficiently.
[0076] The following methods (A) and (B) are given as examples of specific methods.

(A) Method of configuring upper limit with respect to recipient group
(B) Method of configuring upper limit with respect to each recipient user

[0077] Also, if the "method of dynamically changing the presence sharing level" described in the second embodiment
is applied, it is possible to change the action recognition level progressively from the conditions of the recipient peer
obtained from action recognition, rather than immediately conducting the action recognition level at the upper limit
configured with (B). Such an example will be described in the second embodiment.
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[0078] It is also possible to carry out (A) and (B) at the same time. For example, the maximum upper limit configured
by everyone with (B) may be treated as the upper limit (A) for the group. Alternatively, if (B) is configured to exceed the
upper limit configured with (A), the upper limit (A) for the group may be prioritized.
[0079] FIG. 13 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of (A) configuring an upper limit on the action recognition
level with respect to the recipient group. For example, as illustrated in FIG. 13, sharing is configured with action recognition
level 3 as the upper limit for group 1, and sharing is configured with level 1 as the upper limit for group 2. Consequently,
user F belonging to group 2 only conducts action recognition with an upper limit of level 1, while the users A, B, C, and
D belonging to group 1 conduct action recognition with an upper limit of level 3.
[0080] The provision of action recognition results according to the operation of the user terminals 500A, 500B, and so
on described in FIG. 8 is conducted for each group. If the users B, C, and D are not looking at the application on the
display units 508B, 508C, and 508D of the user terminals 500B, 500C, and 500D, but the user F is looking at the
application on the user terminal 500F, the user A may provide an action recognition result to the user F only, with an
upper limit of action recognition level 1, which is the configured upper limit for group 2. As a result, power consumption
may be reduced. If any of the users B, C, and D belonging to group 1 start looking at the application, a notification similar
to step S22 of FIG. 8 is sent from the user terminal possessed by that user to the server 100, and a notification similar
to step S24 is sent from the server 100 to the other users belonging to group 1. As a result, an action recognition result
is shared at action recognition level 2, which is the configured upper limit for group 1. Note that the public level for each
group is stored in a database of the server 110, on the basis of registration information sent to the server 100 from each
of the user terminals 500A, 500B, and so on.
[0081] FIG. 14 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of (B) configuring an upper limit on the action recognition
level that a user provides with respect to each recipient user. In this case, the action recognition level that a user makes
public is configured for each recipient peer user. For example, as illustrated in FIG. 14, consider the case of configuring
the action recognition level that the user A makes public with respect to each recipient peer. In the example illustrated
in FIG. 14, the user A provides his or her own actions at action recognition level 3 with respect to the user B. Also, the
user A provides his or her own actions at action recognition level 3 with respect to the user C, and provides his or her
own actions at action recognition level 2 with respect to the user D. Note that, similarly to the above, when the users B
and C are "not conducting terminal operation", the delivery of action recognition results to the users B and C may also
not be conducted, and the user A may provide actions with an upper limit of action recognition level 2 with respect to
the user D. Note that the public level for each user is stored in a database of the server 110, on the basis of registration
information sent to the server 100 from each of the user terminals 500A, 500B, and so on.

[1.7. Example of controlling action recognition level according to current conditions of user]

[0082] Next, a method of controlling the action recognition level according to the current conditions of a user will be
described. Hereinafter, the following methods (C-1) and (C-2) will be described. The action level to make public may be
limited by each of (C-1) and (C-2) described hereinafter, either independently or in combination.
[0083] (C-1) As illustrated in FIG. 15, power consumption is reduced by configuring in advance an upper limit on the
action recognition results that a user provides for individual time slots over a single day. FIG. 15 illustrates an example
of varying the action recognition level according to the time of day, configured to not conduct action recognition at night
when there are comparatively few user actions, and to provide detailed action recognition during the daytime when the
user is active. The control units 504A, 504B, and so on of the user terminals 500A, 500B, and so on are equipped with
a clock that acquires time information, and change the action recognition level by the action recognition units 506A,
506B, and so on as in FIG. 15 on the basis of the time information.
[0084] (C-2) Power consumption is reduced by using the action recognition results of a user to control an upper limit
on the level of action recognition result that a user provides. In the example illustrated in FIG. 16, when a user is
recognized as being at home in the state of action recognition level 3, the action recognition level is lowered to "2". After
that, power consumption is reduced by keeping the action recognition level lowered to "2" until a state of walking continues
for a fixed time and the possibility that the location has changed is recognized. After the action recognition level is lowered
to "2", if a state of walking continues for a fixed time and the possibility that the location has changed is recognized, the
action recognition level is raised to "3". Also, the example illustrated in FIG. 17 illustrates an example in which, in
conditions when the user is recognized as riding a car (automobile) at action recognition level 3, the action recognition
level is lowered to "2", and power consumption is reduced by maintaining the lowered state at level 2 until a posture
change occurs. After the action recognition level is lowered to "2", if a posture change occurs, the action recognition
level is raised to 3. In either case, the control units 504A, 504B, and so on change the action recognition level by the
action recognition units 506A, 506B, and so on based on action recognition results acquired by the action recognition
units 506A, 506B, and so on.
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[1.8. Example of controlling action recognition level according to conditions of terminal in use]

[0085] Next, a method of reducing power consumption by controlling the action recognition level according to the
conditions of the terminal in use will be described. Hereinafter, the following methods (D-1), (D-2), and (D-3) will be
described. Note that each of (D-1), (D-2), and (D-3) illustrated hereinafter are applicable independently or in combination.
[0086] FIG. 18 illustrates an example of controlling the action recognition level according to the battery charge level
of the user terminals 500A, 500B, and so on. It is possible to change the action recognition level according to changes
in dynamic conditions of the user terminals 500A, 500B, and so on as illustrated in FIG. 18.
[0087] (D-1) The action recognition level is controlled according to the battery status. If the battery charge level de-
creases, the upper limit on the action recognition level is lowered to reduce power consumption. The example illustrated
in FIG. 18 illustrates an example configuration of lowering the upper limit on the action recognition level to 2 while the
battery charge level is from 50% to 25%, and conducting action recognition at level 1 while the battery charge level is
from less than 25% to 10%. Consequently, since power consumption increases at higher action recognition levels, by
lowering the action recognition level as the battery charge level decreases, the depletion of battery charge may be
moderated.
[0088] (D-2) The action recognition level is also lowered to reduce power consumption when the depletion rate of
battery charge is rapid. In the example illustrated in FIG. 19, the upper limit on the action recognition level is lowered to
level 2 when the battery charge depletion rate is faster than 5%/h, and lowered to level 1 when faster than 10%/h. Also,
the example illustrated in FIG. 19 is configured to stop action recognition when the battery charge depletion rate is faster
than 15%/h. Consequently, the depletion of battery charge may be moderated.

(D-3) Conditions of position information acquisition (GPS/Wi-Fi/3G...)

[0089] Action recognition is changed to an action recognition level that does not use position information under con-
ditions in which the user terminals 500A, 500B, and so on are unable to acquire position information. As a result, it is
possible to deter the user terminals 500A, 500B, and so on from wastefully consuming power in the attempt to acquire
position information. Additionally, depending on the precision of the position information acquired by the user terminals
500A and 500B, the action recognition level may also be lowered when the current precision of action recognition cannot
be ensured.
[0090] In the case of (D-1) and (D-2), the control units 504A, 504B, and so on of the user terminals 500A, 500B, and
so on acquire the charge level or the battery depletion rate of a battery (not illustrated in FIG. 7) of the user terminals
500A, 500B, and so on, and change the action recognition level by the action recognition units 506A, 506B, and so on
based on the battery charge level or the battery depletion rate. Also, in the case of (D-3), in conditions in which position
information cannot be acquired by GPS or the like, the action recognition units 506A, 506B, and so on notify the control
units 504A, 504B, and so on, and the control units 504A, 504B, and so on change the action recognition units 506A,
506B, and so on to an action recognition level that does not use position information.

[1.9. Process flow of first embodiment]

[0091] FIG. 20 is a flowchart illustrating a process of the present embodiment. First, in step S101, the user terminals
500A, 500B, and so on transmit terminal information to the server 100. In the next step S102, the server 100 receives
the terminal information sent from the user terminals 500A, 500B, and so on. The terminal information includes information
related to the user terminals 500A and 500B (such as operation information, sensor information, and position information).
In the next step S103, the server 100 recognizes the action of each user terminal 500 on the basis of the terminal
information.
[0092] In the next step S104, the server 100 transmits action patterns provided to each user terminal 500. In the next
step S106, each user terminal 500 receives the actions of other users transmitted by the server 100 in step S104. In the
next step S107, each user terminal 500 displays the action patterns of other users.
[0093] According to the first embodiment as described above, by controlling the action recognition level, it becomes
possible to reduce power consumption.

<2. Second embodiment>

[2.1. Presupposed technology]

[0094] Next, the second embodiment of the present disclosure will be described. FIG. 21 is a schematic diagram
illustrating a mechanism of sharing the actions of friends in technology presupposed by the present embodiment. Similarly
to the first embodiment, the system according to the second embodiment includes a server 200, a user terminal 500A,
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a user terminal 500B, a user terminal 500C, and so on. The user terminal 500A, the user terminal 500B, the user terminal
500C, and so on are respectively used by a user A, a user B, a user C, and so on.
[0095] In FIG. 21, each user terminal 500A, user terminal 500B, user terminal 500C, and so on is able to transmit
information such as "listening to music", "near Shonan", "at a shopping mall", and "shopping" to the server 200 via a
wireless communication network.
[0096] However, with the system illustrated in FIG. 21, the action recognition results provide to a group or an individual
is uniform, and the configuration of a public level is not considered. Accordingly, the present embodiment provides a
new user experience by "enabling the configuration of a public level for action recognition results that a user makes
public, and dynamically varying the public level according to the conditions of the user him- or herself, or the recipient
peer". In the present embodiment, making public one’s own unwanted actions may be avoided, and personal information
may be protected.

[2.2. System configuration of second embodiment]

[0097] FIG. 22 is a schematic diagram illustrating a configuration of the server 200 and the user terminals 500A and
500B according to the second embodiment. As illustrated in FIG. 22, the server 200 includes a receiving unit 202, an
action recognition unit 204, a correlation score computation unit 208, a selecting unit 210, a transmitting unit 212, a
transmission frequency decision unit 214, a control unit 216, and a database 218. The configuration of the user terminal
500A, user terminal 500B, user terminal 500C, and so on is similar to the first embodiment.
[0098] The communication unit 502A of the user terminal 500A transmits information related to the user terminal 500A
(such as operation information, sensor information, and position information) to the server 200. Additionally, the com-
munication unit 502A may also transmit an action recognition result obtained by the action recognition unit 506A to the
server 100. The action recognition unit 506A recognizes an action using the first technique or second technique discussed
earlier on the basis of information related to the user terminal 500A obtained from the input unit 510A, the acceleration
sensor 512A, and the position information acquisition unit 514A (such as operation information, sensor information, and
position information). Also, the user terminal 500A receives an action pattern (action recognition result information) of
the user B from the server 200. Similarly, the communication unit 502B of the user terminal 500B transmits information
related to the user terminal 500B obtained from the input unit 510B, the acceleration sensor 512B, and the position
information acquisition unit 514B (such as operation information, sensor information, and position information) to the
server 200. Additionally, the communication unit 502B may also transmit an action recognition result obtained by the
action recognition unit 506B to the server 100. The action recognition unit 506B recognizes an action using the first
technique or second technique discussed earlier on the basis of information related to the user terminal 500B obtained
from the input unit 510B, the acceleration sensor 512B, and the position information acquisition unit 514B (such as
operation information, sensor information, and position information). Also, the communication unit 502B of the user
terminal 500B receives an action pattern (action recognition result information) of the user A from the server 200.
[0099] The receiving unit 202 of the server 200 receives information such as operation information, sensor information,
and position information from the user terminals 500A and 500B. Also, the receiving unit 202 of the server 200 receives
an action recognition result when the user terminal 500A or 500B transmits an action recognition result obtained by the
action recognition unit 506A or 506B. The action recognition unit 204 recognizes a user’s action on the basis of information
such as operation information, sensor information, and position information sent from the user terminal 500A or 500B.
At this point, the action recognition unit 104 recognizes an action using the first technique or the second technique
discussed earlier. Also, when the user terminal 500A or 500B transmits an action recognition result obtained by the
action recognition unit 506A or 506B, the action recognition unit 104 recognizes a user’s action according to the received
action recognition result. The correlation score computation unit 208 computes a correlation score of the actions of the
respective users A and B of the user terminals 500A and 500B. The selecting unit 210 selects user actions to transmit
to the user terminals 500A and 500B on the basis of the correlation score. The transmitting unit 212 transmits (information
about) user actions selected by the selecting unit 210 to each of the user terminals 500A and 500B. The transmission
frequency decision unit 214 decides a transmission frequency at which the transmitting unit 212 transmits user actions.
The action recognition level information transmitting unit 220 specifies the action recognition level discussed later so as
to raise the action recognition level to "2" or higher, and transmits action recognition level information to each of the user
terminals 500A and 500B. The control unit 216 is made up of components such as a central processing unit (CPU), and
controls the server 200 overall. The database 218 is a storage unit that stores data, and stores information such as the
action recognition level discussed later, and the groups to which each user belongs. The transmission frequency decision
unit 214 decides a transmission frequency at which the action recognition information transmitting unit 106 transmits
recognized user actions.
[0100] As above, the server 200 may conduct action recognition for each user with the action recognition unit 104 on
the basis of information acquired from the user terminals 500A and 500B (such as operation information, sensor infor-
mation, and position information). Additionally, the user terminals 500A and 500B may conduct action recognition with
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the action recognition units 506A and 506B, respectively. In the case of the server 200 conducting action recognition
on the basis of information acquired from the user terminals 500A and 500B (such as operation information, sensor
information, and position information), the processing load on the user terminals 500A and 500B may be further reduced.
[0101] Note that each structural element of the server 200 illustrated in FIG. 22 may be configured by a circuit (hard-
ware), or by the control unit 216 and a program (software) causing the control unit 216 to function. In this case, the
program may be stored in a storage unit (the database 218) provided in the server 200.

[2.3. Presence sharing levels]

[0102] FIG. 23 is a schematic diagram illustrating an overview of a process of the second embodiment. As illustrated
in FIG. 23, each user holds a sharing level of his or her own presence (action/status) at multiple levels. FIG. 23 illustrates
a mechanism of sharing the user A’s presence with the users B, C, and D. The user A is able to configure the sharing
level for sharing his or her own presence from 1 to N, with the levels existing in an inclusion relationship. Also, the users
B, C, and D score their relationship with the user A according to a certain measure, and by dynamically computing the
score according to relative conditions with the user A, the presence results provided by the user A vary. Suppose that
more detailed information is shared as the sharing level approaches 1, and that the sharing level 1 shares the most
detailed information.
[0103] FIG. 24 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of presence to share. As illustrated in FIG. 14, the
presence to share may include body information, position information, action information, environment information,
audio-visual information, appearance information, buddy information, and thought information. This information is ac-
quired (detected) by the action recognition units 506A, 506B, and so on of each of the user terminals 500A, 500B, and
so on.
[0104] Also, FIG. 25 is a schematic diagram illustrating indices for deciding the level at which to share presence. As
illustrated in FIG. 25, the sharing level is configured according to geographical distance, correlation of location attributes,
correlation of action patterns, the remaining time until an event that users have mutually configured, and degree of
closeness.
[0105] Also, FIGS. 26 to 28 are schematic diagrams illustrating presence and sharing levels. As illustrated in FIGS.
26 to 28, the presence sharing level is divided into four tiers, and the level at which to provide presence such as audio-
visual information, action information, and position information is configured for each user and registered in the server
200. The sharing level is registered in the database 218 of the server 200. At this point, the same configuration may be
used for all peers to share with, or the configuration may be changed for each peer to share with.
[0106] FIG. 29 is a schematic diagram illustrating a mechanism of sharing the actions of friends in the second em-
bodiment. As illustrated in FIG. 29, the presence of the user D is transmitted to a server, and the score between the
user D and the user A is computed. Subsequently, a sharing level is decided from the computed score, and the user
A’s information to provide to the user D is limited, and provided to the user D. FIGS. 30 to 32 illustrate sharing levels of
presence between the user A and the user D, in which the sharing level is set to level 3 for each of audio-visual information,
action information, and position information. Consequently, in the example illustrated in FIG. 29, for each of audio-visual
information, action information, and position information, information up to level 3 is shared between the user A and the
user D.
[0107] FIG. 33 is a schematic diagram illustrating how information is provided according to the presence of the receiving
user. As illustrated in FIG. 33, suppose that the user A is listening to music, near Shonan, at a shopping mall, and
shopping. The user B has a sharing level of "1" with the user A, so that an artist name, the title of the song currently
playing, and the song currently playing are shareable as audio-visual information, "at a shopping location near Shonan"
is shareable as position information, and "shopping" is shareable as action information. The user C has a sharing level
of "2" with the user A, so that an artist name and the title of the song currently playing are shareable as audio-visual
information, "at a shopping location near Shonan" is shareable as position information, and "walking" is shareable as
action information. The user D has a sharing level of "3" with the user A, so that an artist name is shareable as audio-
visual information, "near Shonan" is shareable as position information, and "standing" is shareable as action information.
In this way, it is possible to vary the information shared between the user A and each of the users B to D according to
the sharing level with the user A.
[0108] FIG. 34 is a schematic diagram illustrating sharing levels and scores. For example, suppose that the score
takes a value from 0.0 to 1.0, with a larger score value allowing more detailed presence to be shared. As illustrated in
FIG. 34, scores and sharing levels are associated. The same score may be assigned to all levels of presence to share,
or scores may be assigned individually to each presence. For example, the same score may be assigned to each of
audio-visual information, action information, and position information, or different individual scores may be assigned to
each of audio-visual information, action information, and position information.
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[2.4. Correlation computation according to sub-score]

[0109] Next, sub-scores will be described. Also, multiple sub-scores may be calculated according to measures like
the following, and the weighted sum of each of these sub-scores may be treated as the score between users. For
example, variables like the following are defined.
Sub-score computed from geographical distance: Sgeo
Correlation of location attributes: Slcorr
Correlation of action patterns: Sacorr
Remaining time until a configured time: Stime
The score ScoreBtoA of the user B with respect to the user A may be expressed as follows by using a weighting coefficient
W. 

Additionally, an individual ScoreBtoA may also be computed for the presence to share.
[0110] Also, as illustrated in FIG. 25, measures for deciding whether to share may be the following.
Geographical distance
Correlation of location attributes (such as both users being at a shopping location)
Correlation of action patterns (such as both users riding a train)
Remaining time until a mutually configured event
Degree of closeness (such as frequency of conversation)
[0111] For the sub-score Sgeo, latitude, longitude, and altitude may be used to compute a distance between users,
and a score may be computed according to the distance. For example, as illustrated in FIG. 35, the distance between
a user X and a user Y (distxy) may be computed, and if the distance distxy is less than or equal to a threshold value
distA, a score of 1.0 is set, while if equal to or greater than distB, a score of 0.0 is set, and if in between, an intermediate
value is set. In this way, by raising the sub-score as the distance becomes shorter, the sharing level may be raised,
enabling more detailed information to be shared.
[0112] Also, FIG. 36 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of scoring according to the remaining time until a
configured time. The sub-score Stime may be configured on the basis of the remaining time until a configured time. For
example, consider a situation in which users are going to meet each other in a certain location at a certain time. Ordinarily,
when the time of the meeting draws near, or when the time of the meeting has passed, one user would feel a desire to
know the detailed conditions of the other user. On the other hand, if the time of the meeting is still in the future, there is
no need to know the detailed conditions of the other user, and detailed information about the other user would be
redundant information. As illustrated in FIG. 36, as an example of a sub-score computation method, provided that Remain
is the remaining time obtained from the time when an event such as a meeting will occur and the current time, a score
of 1.0 is set when Remain becomes less than or equal to a certain remaining time remainA, and a score of 0.0 is set
when equal to or greater than remainB. An intermediate value is set as the sub-score when the remaining time is between
remainA and remainB. As a result, it becomes possible to share more detailed information as the time of the meeting
draws near.
[0113] Next, the correlation of action patterns (sub-score Sacorr) will be described. User actions or combinations of
actions, such as "shopping", "working", "riding a train", and "commuting", are treated as action patterns, and a correlation
is computed. For example, when each user is in a "riding a train" state, regardless of location, there is a high likelihood
that the users are experiencing similar conditions, and thus the users may be currently interested in similar things, and
in a state in which sharing detailed conditions is meaningful. Consequently, by raising the sharing level for closer
correlation of action patterns, more detailed information may be shared.
[0114] FIG. 37 is a schematic diagram illustrating the correlation of action patterns. As illustrated in FIG. 37, as an
example of a correlation computation method, a table defining correlations between respective actions may be used.
According to the table in FIG. 37, the correlation between the actions of the user X and the user Y may be searched on
the basis of the current actions of the user X and the user Y. As a result, a correlation may be computed on the basis
of the actions of the user X and the user Y.
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[0115] Next, location attributes (sub-score Slcorr) will be described. Action information related to a certain location,
such as "shopping location", "study location", and "work location", is treated as a location attribute. Even if users are
distantly separated from each other, when both are at a location with the same location attributes, there is a high likelihood
that the users are performing similar actions, and thus the users may be currently interested in similar things, and in a
state in which sharing detailed conditions is meaningful. Consequently, the score between the user X and the user Y
rises as the relevance of the locations rises.
[0116] Also, even in conditions in which location attributes cannot be uniquely decided, a score may be computed by
comparing geo-category histograms. Geo-category histograms are described in Patent Literature 3 discussed earlier,
for example. As one correlation computation method, consider a vector Geo whose vector elements are the respective
elements of a geo-category histogram. The correlation Corrxy between a Case X and a Case Y may be expressed as
Corrxy=Geox·Geoy/(|GeoxiGeoy|)
[0117] For example, suppose that there is a geo-category histogram made up of four elements as illustrated in FIG.
38. Suppose that the frequency takes a value equal to or greater than 0. In the example illustrated in FIG. 38, the
correlation between Case O and Case A (1.0) is the highest, while the correlation between Case O and Case C (0.23)
is the lowest.
[0118] FIG. 39 is a schematic diagram illustrating a geo-categorizing unit 208a included in the correlation score com-
putation unit 208 of the server 200, and peripheral elements. The geo-categorizing unit 208a accepts latitude/longitude
data as input, references a map database (which may also not be a special-purpose map database), and outputs a
position category (geo-category) and a quantification of nearby categories (geo-category histogram). The latitude/lon-
gitude data may be for a single point, or time-series data. Additionally, the latitude/longitude data may be expressed as
a representative point clustered according to clustering technology.

[2.5. Process flow of second embodiment]

[0119] FIG. 40 is a flowchart illustrating a process by the server 200 of the second embodiment. First, in step S201,
the user terminal 500A, user terminal 500B, user terminal 500C, and so on transmit terminal information to the server
200. In the next step S202, the server 200 receives the terminal information. The terminal information includes information
about presence such as audio-visual information, action information, and position information. In the next step S203,
the server 200 recognizes the action and terminal status of each user. In the next step S204, the server 200 computes
correlation scores. In the next step S205, actions to provide to users are selected on the basis of the correlation scores.
In the next step S206, the user actions selected by the server 200 are transmitted. In the next step S207, the user
terminal 500A, user terminal 500B, user terminal 500C, and so on receive the user actions transmitted in step S206. In
the next step S208, the user terminal 500A, user terminal 500B, user terminal 500C, and so on display the actions of
other users on the basis of the actions received in step S207.

[2.6. Example of configuring an upper limit on action recognition level with respect to each recipient user, and linking 
with presence sharing technology]

[0120] Next, an example of (B’) configuring an upper limit on the action recognition level that a user provides with
respect to each recipient user, and linking with presence sharing technology, will be described on the basis of FIG. 41.
In this case, similarly to the first embodiment, the action recognition level that a user makes public is configured for each
recipient peer user. In addition, similarly to the first embodiment, when the users B and C are "not conducting phone
operation", the delivery of action recognition results to the users B and C may also not be conducted, and the user A
may conduct action recognition sharing level 2 as an upper limit. Furthermore, if the "method of dynamically updating
the presence sharing level" is applied, even when the users B and C are "conducting phone operation", the public level
of action recognition to provide may be progressively changed according to a correlation score between the actions of
the users B and C, and the actions of the user A. Consequently, the action recognition public level may be configured
to the required action recognition level.
[0121] FIG. 42 is a sequence diagram illustrating a process of the example of FIG. 41. First, after the user B starts to
use the user terminal 500B in step S300, in step S302, the server 200 transmits an instruction to "share up to public
level 3" to the user terminal 500A. Next, in step S304, information indicating that the user A "started walking" is transmitted
to the server 200, and in step S306, the information is transmitted to the user terminal 500B. Next, in step S308, information
indicating that the user A "sat down" is transmitted to the server 200, and in step S310, the information is transmitted to
the user terminal 500B. In this way, the actions of the user A are shared between the user A and the user B.
[0122] Next, in step S312, information indicating that the user A "starting using phone" is transmitted to the server
200. The server 200 receives the information, and in step S314, transmits an instruction to "share up to public level 3"
to the user terminal 500B. Consequently, the user terminal 500B configures the public level to 1.
[0123] Next, in step S316, information indicating that the user B "sat down" is transmitted to the server 200, and in
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step S318, the information is transmitted to the user terminal 500B. At this point, since information indicating that both
the user A and the user B "sat down" has been obtained, the server 200 raises the public level to "2" on the basis of the
correlation score, and transmits an instruction to "share up to public level 2" to both of the user terminals 500A and 500B
(steps S320, S322).
[0124] Next, in step S324, information indicating that the user B is "sitting" in Chigasaki is transmitted to the server
200. In the next step S326, information indicating that the user A is "sitting" in Kamakura is transmitted to the server
200. In the next step S328, information indicating that the user B is "sitting" in Chigasaki is transmitted from the server
200 to the user terminal 500A. Next, in step S330, information indicating that the user A is "sitting" in Kamakura is
transmitted from the server 200 to the user terminal 500B. At this point, since information indicating that both the user
A and the user B are respectively "sitting" in Kamakura and Chigasaki, which are a comparatively short distance away,
the correlation score computed by the server 200 rises higher. For this reason, the server 200 raises the public level to
"1" on the basis of the correlation score, and transmits an instruction to "share up to public level 1" to both of the user
terminals 500A and 500B (steps S332, S334).
[0125] After that, in step S336, information indicating that the user B is sitting and dining in Chigasaki is transmitted
to the server 200. In the next step S338, information indicating that the user A is sitting and shopping in Kamakura is
transmitted to the server 200. In the next step S340, information indicating that the user B is sitting and dining in Chigasaki
is transmitted from the server 200 to the user terminal 500A. Next, in step S342, information indicating that the user A
is sitting and shopping in Kamakura is transmitted from the server 200 to the user terminal 500B.
[0126] As above, according to the process in FIG. 42, it becomes possible to dynamically change the sharing level
on the basis of the correlation between the actions of the user A and the user B. Consequently, each user is becomes
able to know details about the actions of other users with highly correlated actions.
[0127] Furthermore, by changing the sharing level together with the action recognition level described in the first
embodiment, it becomes possible to dynamically change the action recognition level on the basis of the correlation
between the actions of the user A and the user B. Consequently, since the action recognition level of the action recognition
units 506A, 506B, and so on may be changed on the basis of the correlation between the actions of the user A and the
user B, the power consumption of each of the user terminals 500A and 500B may be reduced on the basis of the
correlation. Consequently, since the action recognition level may be lowered as the correlation lowers, it is possible to
decrease the power consumption of both of the user terminals 500A and 500B that are lowly correlated.
[0128] According to the second embodiment as described above, on the basis of the correlation between the actions
of users, it becomes possible for highly correlated users to exchange more detailed information with each other.
[0129] The preferred embodiments of the present invention have been described above with reference to the accom-
panying drawings, whilst the present invention is not limited to the above examples, of course. A person skilled in the
art may find various alterations and modifications within the scope of the appended claims, and it should be understood
that they will naturally come under the technical scope of the present invention.
[0130] Additionally, the present technology may also be configured as below.

(1) An information processing device including:

a receiving unit that receives predetermined information from a first information terminal possessed by a first
user and a second information terminal possessed by a second user;
an action recognition unit that recognizes an action of the first user on the basis of the predetermined information
received from the first information terminal; and
an information transmitting unit that transmits, on the basis of the recognized action of the first user, information
for determining whether or not the second information terminal possessed by the second user is to acquire the
predetermined information.

(2) The information processing device according to (1), further including:

an action recognition information transmitting unit that transmits the recognized action of the first user to the
second information terminal.

(3) The information processing device according to (2), wherein

the action recognition information transmitting unit transmits the action of the first user to another information
terminal that belongs to the same predetermined group as the first information terminal.

(4) The information processing device according to (2), wherein
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the action recognition information transmitting unit transmits information related to a recognized action of one
user to an information terminal of another user according to an action recognition level configured for each
predetermined group.

(5) The information processing device according to (2), wherein

the action recognition information transmitting unit transmits a recognized action of the one user to the second
information terminal according to an action recognition level that the first information terminal configures between
itself and the second information terminal.

(6) An information processing system including:

a client terminal that includes an acceleration sensor that acquires acceleration information, a position information
acquisition unit that acquires position information, an operation information acquisition unit that acquires oper-
ation information, and an action recognition unit that recognizes an action of a user on the basis of the acceleration
information, the position information, or the operation information; and
a server that includes a receiving unit that receives action recognition result information recognized by the action
recognition unit from the client terminal, and an information transmitting unit that transmits, on the basis of the
action recognition result information, information for determining whether or not another client terminal pos-
sessed by another user is to acquire the acceleration information or the position information.

(7) An information processing system including:

a client terminal that includes an acceleration sensor that acquires acceleration information, a position information
acquisition unit that acquires position information, and an operation information acquisition unit that acquires
operation information; and
a server that includes a receiving unit that receives the acceleration information, the position information, or the
operation information from the client terminal, an action recognition unit that recognizes an action of a user who
possesses the client terminal on the basis of the acceleration information or the position information, and an
information transmitting unit that transmits, on the basis of the recognized action of the user, information for
determining whether or not another client terminal possessed by another user is to acquire the acceleration
information or the position information.

(8) A client terminal including:

an acceleration sensor that acquires acceleration information;
a position information acquisition unit that acquires position information;
an operation information acquisition unit that acquires operation information;
an action recognition unit that recognizes an action of a user on the basis of the acceleration information, the
position information, or the operation information;
a transmitting unit that transmits action recognition result information recognized by the action recognition unit
to a server; and
a receiving unit that receives information transmitted by the server on the basis of the action recognition result
information received from another client terminal,
wherein the client terminal stops operation of the acceleration sensor or the position information acquisition unit
on the basis of the information.

(9) A client terminal including:

an acceleration sensor that acquires acceleration information;
a position information acquisition unit that acquires position information;
an operation information acquisition unit that acquires operation information;
a transmitting unit that transmits the acceleration information, the position information, or the operation infor-
mation to a server; and
a receiving unit that receives action recognition result information recognized by the server on the basis of the
acceleration information or the position information received from another client terminal,
wherein the client terminal stops operation of the acceleration sensor or the position information acquisition unit
on the basis of the action recognition result information.
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(10) An information processing method including:

receiving predetermined information from a first information terminal possessed by a first user and a second
information terminal possessed by a second user;
recognizing an action of the first user on the basis of the predetermined information received from the first
information terminal; and
transmitting, on the basis of the recognized action of the first user, information for determining whether or not
the second information terminal possessed by the second user is to acquire the predetermined information.

(11) A program causing a computer to function as:

means for receiving predetermined information from a first information terminal possessed by a first user and
a second information terminal possessed by a second user;
means for recognizing an action of the first user on the basis of the predetermined information received from
the first information terminal; and
means for transmitting, on the basis of the recognized action of the first user, information for determining whether
or not the second information terminal possessed by the second user is to acquire the predetermined information.

(12) An information processing device including:

a receiving unit that receives predetermined information from a first information terminal possessed by a first
user and a second information terminal possessed by a second user;
an action recognition unit that recognizes actions of the first and the second users on the basis of the prede-
termined information received from the first or the second information terminal;
a correlation score computation unit that computes a correlation score expressing a degree of correlation be-
tween the predetermined information received from the first information terminal and the predetermined infor-
mation received from the second information terminal;
a selecting unit that selects, on the basis of the computed correlation score, an action to provide to the first user
from among recognized actions of the second user; and
a transmitting unit that transmits the selected action of the second user to the first information terminal.

(13) The information processing device according to (12), wherein

the selecting unit selects a more detailed action as the action to provide to the first user to the extent that the
correlation score is high.

(14) The information processing device according to (12), wherein

the correlation score computation unit
associates related information with each other between a plurality of information received from the first infor-
mation terminal and information received from the second information terminal,
computes, for each combination of related information, a correlation sub-score expressing a degree of correlation
between the information, and
computes the correlation score on the basis of, for each computed correlation sub-score, the correlation sub-
score and a weighting coefficient that expresses a contribution of the sub-score to the correlation score.

(15) The information processing device according to (14), wherein

between the plurality of information received from the first information terminal and the information received
from the second information terminal, information about a distance between the first and the second information
terminals, attributes of locations where the first and the second information terminals are positioned, actions of
the first and the second users, or a remaining time until a time that the first and the second users have configured
is associated with each other.

(16) The information processing device according to (12), wherein

the correlation score computation unit includes a geo-categorizing unit for computing a correlation score by
using correlations between geo-category histograms.
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(17) The information processing device according to (12), further including:

an action recognition level information transmitting unit that, on the basis of the correlation score, transmits to
the first and the second information terminals information indicating a level at which the first and the second
information terminals acquire the predetermined information.

(18) The information processing device according to (12), further including:

a transmission frequency decision unit that decides a frequency at which to transmit the action pattern on the
basis of the computed correlation score,
wherein the transmitting unit transmits the selected action pattern of the second user to the first information
terminal at the computed transmission frequency.

(19) An information processing system including:

a first information terminal, possessed by a first user, that includes an acceleration sensor that acquires accel-
eration information, a position information acquisition unit that acquires position information, an operation in-
formation acquisition unit that acquires operation information, and an action recognition unit that recognizes an
action of a user on the basis of the acceleration information, the position information, or the operation information;
a second information terminal, possessed by a second user, that includes an acceleration sensor that acquires
acceleration information, a position information acquisition unit that acquires position information, and an action
recognition unit that recognizes an action of a user on the basis of the acceleration information or the position
information; and
a server that includes a receiving unit that receives action recognition result information recognized by the action
recognition unit from each of the first and the second information terminals, a correlation score computation
unit that computes a correlation score expressing a degree of correlation between the action recognition result
information received from the first information terminal and the action recognition result information received
from the second information terminal, a selecting unit that selects, on the basis of the computed correlation
score, an action to provide to the first user from among recognized actions of the second user, and a transmitting
unit that transmits the selected action of the second user to the first information terminal.

(20) An information processing system including:

a first information terminal, possessed by a first user, that includes an acceleration sensor that acquires accel-
eration information, a position information acquisition unit that acquires position information, and an operation
information acquisition unit that acquires operation information;
a second information terminal, possessed by a second user, that includes an acceleration sensor that acquires
acceleration information, a position information acquisition unit that acquires position information, and an op-
eration information acquisition unit that acquires operation information; and
a server that includes a receiving unit that receives the acceleration information, the position information, or the
operation information from each of the first and the second information terminals, an action recognition unit that
recognizes actions of the first and the second users who possess the first and the second information terminals
on the basis of the acceleration information, the position information, or the operation information, a correlation
score computation unit that computes a correlation score expressing a degree of correlation between action
recognition result information obtained as a result of action recognition of the first user and action recognition
result information obtained as a result of action recognition of the second user, a selecting unit that selects, on
the basis of the computed correlation score, an action to provide to the first user from among recognized actions
of the second user, and a transmitting unit that transmits the selected action of the second user to the first
information terminal.

(21) A client terminal including:

an acceleration sensor that acquires acceleration information;
a position information acquisition unit that acquires position information;
an operation information acquisition unit that acquires operation information;
an action recognition unit that recognizes an action of a user on the basis of the acceleration information, the
position information, or the operation information;
a transmitting unit that transmits action recognition result information recognized by the action recognition unit
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to a server; and
a receiving unit that receives an action of another client terminal selected by the server on the basis of a
correlation score between the action recognition result information and action recognition result information
acquired from the other client terminal.

(22) A client terminal including:

an acceleration sensor that acquires acceleration information;
a position information acquisition unit that acquires position information;
an operation information acquisition unit that acquires operation information;
a transmitting unit that transmits the acceleration information, the position information, or the operation infor-
mation to a server; and
a receiving unit that receives an action of another client terminal selected by the server on the basis of a
correlation score between an action of a user recognized on the basis of the acceleration information or the
position information, and an action of a user of the other client terminal recognized on the basis of the acceleration
information or the position information received from the other client terminal.

(23) An information processing method including:

receiving predetermined information from a first information terminal possessed by a first user and a second
information terminal possessed by a second user;
recognizing actions of the first and the second users on the basis of the predetermined information received
from the first or the second information terminal;
computing a correlation score expressing a degree of correlation between the predetermined information re-
ceived from the first information terminal and the predetermined information received from the second information
terminal;
selecting, on the basis of the computed correlation score, an action to provide to the first user from among
recognized actions of the second user; and
transmitting the selected action of the second user to the first information terminal.

(24) A program causing a computer to function as:

means for receiving predetermined information from a first information terminal possessed by a first user and
a second information terminal possessed by a second user;
means for recognizing actions of the first and the second users on the basis of the predetermined information
received from the first or the second information terminal;
means for computing a correlation score expressing a degree of correlation between the predetermined infor-
mation received from the first information terminal and the predetermined information received from the second
information terminal;
means for selecting, on the basis of the computed correlation score, an action to provide to the first user from
among recognized actions of the second user; and
means for transmitting the selected action of the second user to the first information terminal.

Reference Signs List

[0131]

100 server
102 receiving unit
104 action recognition unit
105 action recognition level information transmitting unit
106 action recognition information transmitting unit
200 server
202 receiving unit
204 action recognition unit
208 correlation score computation unit
210 selecting unit
208a geo-categorizing unit
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220 action recognition level information transmitting unit
214 transmission frequency decision unit
500A, 500B user terminal

Claims

1. An information processing device comprising:

a receiving unit that receives predetermined information from a first information terminal possessed by a first
user and a second information terminal possessed by a second user;
an action recognition unit that recognizes an action of the first user on the basis of the predetermined information
received from the first information terminal; and
an information transmitting unit that transmits, on the basis of the recognized action of the first user, information
for determining whether or not the second information terminal possessed by the second user is to acquire the
predetermined information.

2. The information processing device according to claim 1, further comprising:

an action recognition information transmitting unit that transmits the recognized action of the first user to the
second information terminal.

3. The information processing device according to claim 2, wherein
the action recognition information transmitting unit transmits the action of the first user to another information terminal
that belongs to the same predetermined group as the first information terminal.

4. The information processing device according to claim 2, wherein
the action recognition information transmitting unit transmits information related to a recognized action of one user
to an information terminal of another user according to an action recognition level configured for each predetermined
group.

5. The information processing device according to claim 2, wherein
the action recognition information transmitting unit transmits a recognized action of the one user to the second
information terminal according to an action recognition level that the first information terminal configures between
itself and the second information terminal.

6. An information processing system comprising:

a client terminal that includes an acceleration sensor that acquires acceleration information, a position information
acquisition unit that acquires position information, an operation information acquisition unit that acquires oper-
ation information, and an action recognition unit that recognizes an action of a user on the basis of the acceleration
information, the position information, or the operation information; and
a server that includes a receiving unit that receives action recognition result information recognized by the action
recognition unit from the client terminal, and an information transmitting unit that transmits, on the basis of the
action recognition result information, information for determining whether or not another client terminal pos-
sessed by another user is to acquire the acceleration information or the position information.

7. An information processing system comprising:

a client terminal that includes an acceleration sensor that acquires acceleration information, a position information
acquisition unit that acquires position information, and an operation information acquisition unit that acquires
operation information; and
a server that includes a receiving unit that receives the acceleration information, the position information, or the
operation information from the client terminal, an action recognition unit that recognizes an action of a user who
possesses the client terminal on the basis of the acceleration information or the position information, and an
information transmitting unit that transmits, on the basis of the recognized action of the user, information for
determining whether or not another client terminal possessed by another user is to acquire the acceleration
information or the position information.
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8. A client terminal comprising:

an acceleration sensor that acquires acceleration information;
a position information acquisition unit that acquires position information;
an operation information acquisition unit that acquires operation information;
an action recognition unit that recognizes an action of a user on the basis of the acceleration information, the
position information, or the operation information;
a transmitting unit that transmits action recognition result information recognized by the action recognition unit
to a server; and
a receiving unit that receives information transmitted by the server on the basis of the action recognition result
information received from another client terminal,
wherein the client terminal stops operation of the acceleration sensor or the position information acquisition unit
on the basis of the information.

9. A client terminal comprising:

an acceleration sensor that acquires acceleration information;
a position information acquisition unit that acquires position information;
an operation information acquisition unit that acquires operation information;
a transmitting unit that transmits the acceleration information, the position information, or the operation infor-
mation to a server; and
a receiving unit that receives action recognition result information recognized by the server on the basis of the
acceleration information or the position information received from another client terminal,
wherein the client terminal stops operation of the acceleration sensor or the position information acquisition unit
on the basis of the action recognition result information.

10. An information processing method comprising:

receiving predetermined information from a first information terminal possessed by a first user and a second
information terminal possessed by a second user;
recognizing an action of the first user on the basis of the predetermined information received from the first
information terminal; and
transmitting, on the basis of the recognized action of the first user, information for determining whether or not
the second information terminal possessed by the second user is to acquire the predetermined information.

11. A program causing a computer to function as:

means for receiving predetermined information from a first information terminal possessed by a first user and
a second information terminal possessed by a second user;
means for recognizing an action of the first user on the basis of the predetermined information received from
the first information terminal; and
means for transmitting, on the basis of the recognized action of the first user, information for determining whether
or not the second information terminal possessed by the second user is to acquire the predetermined information.

12. An information processing device comprising:

a receiving unit that receives predetermined information from a first information terminal possessed by a first
user and a second information terminal possessed by a second user;
an action recognition unit that recognizes actions of the first and the second users on the basis of the prede-
termined information received from the first or the second information terminal;
a correlation score computation unit that computes a correlation score expressing a degree of correlation be-
tween the predetermined information received from the first information terminal and the predetermined infor-
mation received from the second information terminal;
a selecting unit that selects, on the basis of the computed correlation score, an action to provide to the first user
from among recognized actions of the second user; and
a transmitting unit that transmits the selected action of the second user to the first information terminal.

13. The information processing device according to claim 12, wherein
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the selecting unit selects a more detailed action as the action to provide to the first user to the extent that the
correlation score is high.

14. The information processing device according to claim 12, wherein
the correlation score computation unit
associates related information with each other between a plurality of information received from the first information
terminal and information received from the second information terminal,
computes, for each combination of related information, a correlation sub-score expressing a degree of correlation
between the information, and
computes the correlation score on the basis of, for each computed correlation sub-score, the correlation sub-score
and a weighting coefficient that expresses a contribution of the sub-score to the correlation score.

15. The information processing device according to claim 14, wherein
between the plurality of information received from the first information terminal and the information received from
the second information terminal, information about a distance between the first and the second information terminals,
attributes of locations where the first and the second information terminals are positioned, actions of the first and
the second users, or a remaining time until a time that the first and the second users have configured is associated
with each other.

16. The information processing device according to claim 12, wherein
the correlation score computation unit includes a geo-categorizing unit for computing a correlation score by using
correlations between geo-category histograms.

17. The information processing device according to claim 12, further comprising:

an action recognition level information transmitting unit that, on the basis of the correlation score, transmits to
the first and the second information terminals information indicating a level at which the first and the second
information terminals acquire the predetermined information.

18. The information processing device according to claim 12, further comprising:

a transmission frequency decision unit that decides a frequency at which to transmit the action pattern on the
basis of the computed correlation score,
wherein the transmitting unit transmits the selected action pattern of the second user to the first information
terminal at the computed transmission frequency.

19.  An information processing system comprising:

a first information terminal, possessed by a first user, that includes an acceleration sensor that acquires accel-
eration information, a position information acquisition unit that acquires position information, an operation in-
formation acquisition unit that acquires operation information, and an action recognition unit that recognizes an
action of a user on the basis of the acceleration information, the position information, or the operation information;
a second information terminal, possessed by a second user, that includes an acceleration sensor that acquires
acceleration information, a position information acquisition unit that acquires position information, and an action
recognition unit that recognizes an action of a user on the basis of the acceleration information or the position
information; and
a server that includes a receiving unit that receives action recognition result information recognized by the action
recognition unit from each of the first and the second information terminals, a correlation score computation
unit that computes a correlation score expressing a degree of correlation between the action recognition result
information received from the first information terminal and the action recognition result information received
from the second information terminal, a selecting unit that selects, on the basis of the computed correlation
score, an action to provide to the first user from among recognized actions of the second user, and a transmitting
unit that transmits the selected action of the second user to the first information terminal.

20. An information processing system comprising:

a first information terminal, possessed by a first user, that includes an acceleration sensor that acquires accel-
eration information, a position information acquisition unit that acquires position information, and an operation
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information acquisition unit that acquires operation information;
a second information terminal, possessed by a second user, that includes an acceleration sensor that acquires
acceleration information, a position information acquisition unit that acquires position information, and an op-
eration information acquisition unit that acquires operation information; and
a server that includes a receiving unit that receives the acceleration information, the position information, or the
operation information from each of the first and the second information terminals, an action recognition unit that
recognizes actions of the first and the second users who possess the first and the second information terminals
on the basis of the acceleration information, the position information, or the operation information, a correlation
score computation unit that computes a correlation score expressing a degree of correlation between action
recognition result information obtained as a result of action recognition of the first user and action recognition
result information obtained as a result of action recognition of the second user, a selecting unit that selects, on
the basis of the computed correlation score, an action to provide to the first user from among recognized actions
of the second user, and a transmitting unit that transmits the selected action of the second user to the first
information terminal.

21.  A client terminal comprising:

an acceleration sensor that acquires acceleration information;
a position information acquisition unit that acquires position information;
an operation information acquisition unit that acquires operation information;
an action recognition unit that recognizes an action of a user on the basis of the acceleration information, the
position information, or the operation information;
a transmitting unit that transmits action recognition result information recognized by the action recognition unit
to a server; and
a receiving unit that receives an action of another client terminal selected by the server on the basis of a
correlation score between the action recognition result information and action recognition result information
acquired from the other client terminal.

22. A client terminal comprising:

an acceleration sensor that acquires acceleration information;
a position information acquisition unit that acquires position information;
an operation information acquisition unit that acquires operation information;
a transmitting unit that transmits the acceleration information, the position information, or the operation infor-
mation to a server; and
a receiving unit that receives an action of another client terminal selected by the server on the basis of a
correlation score between an action of a user recognized on the basis of the acceleration information or the
position information, and an action of a user of the other client terminal recognized on the basis of the acceleration
information or the position information received from the other client terminal.

23. An information processing method comprising:

receiving predetermined information from a first information terminal possessed by a first user and a second
information terminal possessed by a second user;
recognizing actions of the first and the second users on the basis of the predetermined information received
from the first or the second information terminal;
computing a correlation score expressing a degree of correlation between the predetermined information re-
ceived from the first information terminal and the predetermined information received from the second information
terminal;
selecting, on the basis of the computed correlation score, an action to provide to the first user from among
recognized actions of the second user; and
transmitting the selected action of the second user to the first information terminal.

24. A program causing a computer to function as:

means for receiving predetermined information from a first information terminal possessed by a first user and
a second information terminal possessed by a second user;
means for recognizing actions of the first and the second users on the basis of the predetermined information
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received from the first or the second information terminal;
means for computing a correlation score expressing a degree of correlation between the predetermined infor-
mation received from the first information terminal and the predetermined information received from the second
information terminal;
means for selecting, on the basis of the computed correlation score, an action to provide to the first user from
among recognized actions of the second user; and
means for transmitting the selected action of the second user to the first information terminal.
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