
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

96
0 

76
8

A
1

TEPZZ 96Z768A_T
(11) EP 2 960 768 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
30.12.2015 Bulletin 2015/53

(21) Application number: 15153116.7

(22) Date of filing: 29.01.2015

(51) Int Cl.:
G06F 3/0486 (2013.01) G06F 3/0488 (2013.01)

H04M 1/725 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME

(30) Priority: 25.06.2014 KR 20140078466

(71) Applicant: LG Electronics Inc.
Yeongdeungpo-gu
Seoul 150-721 (KR)

(72) Inventors:  
• Lee, Haein

137-893 Seoul (KR)
• Cho, Jungsun

137-893 Seoul (KR)
• Ahn, Yeongnam

137-893 Seoul (KR)

(74) Representative: Cabinet Plasseraud
52, rue de la Victoire
75440 Paris Cedex 09 (FR)

(54) Mobile terminal and method for controlling the same

(57) A mobile terminal including a body; a touch-
screen provided to a front and extending to side of the
body and configured to display content; and a controller
configured to detect one side of the body comes into con-
tact with one side of an external terminal, display a first
area on the touchscreen corresponding to a contact area

of the body and the external terminal and a second area
including the content, receive an input of moving the con-
tent displayed in the second area to the first area, display
the content in the first area, and share the content in the
first area with the external terminal.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims the benefit of earlier fil-
ing date and right of priority to Korean Patent Application
No. 10-2014-0078466, filed on June 25, 2014, the con-
tents of which are incorporated by reference herein in
their entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0002] The present invention relates to a mobile termi-
nal and corresponding method for sharing a display with
an external terminal.

Discussion of the Related Art

[0003] Terminals may be generally classified as mo-
bile/portable terminals or stationary terminals. Mobile ter-
minals may also be classified as handheld terminals or
vehicle mounted terminals.
[0004] Mobile terminals have become increasingly
more functional. Examples of such functions include data
and voice communications, capturing images and video
via a camera, recording audio, playing music files via a
speaker system, and displaying images and video on a
display. Some mobile terminals include additional func-
tionality which supports game playing, while other termi-
nals are configured as multimedia players. More recently,
mobile terminals have been configured to receive broad-
cast and multicast signals which permit viewing of con-
tent such as videos and television programs.
[0005] However, because the mobile terminal is gen-
erally small in size, the display is also limited in size mak-
ing it sometimes difficult for the user to operate the mobile
terminal.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] Accordingly, one object of the present invention
is to address the above-noted and other problems.
[0007] Another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a mobile terminal for sharing content stored in a
terminal with another terminal through a shared area ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention.
[0008] Yet another object of the present invention is to
provide a mobile terminal for displaying predetermined
content on a large screen through the overall shared ar-
ea.
[0009] To achieve these and other advantages and in
accordance with the purpose of the present invention, as
embodied and broadly described herein, the present in-
vention provides in one aspect a mobile terminal includ-
ing a body; a touchscreen provided to a front and extend-
ing to side of the body and configured to display content;

and a controller configured to detect one side of the body
comes into contact with one side of an external terminal,
display a first area on the touchscreen corresponding to
a contact area of the body and the external terminal and
a second area including the content, receive an input of
moving the content displayed in the second area to the
first area, display the content in the first area, and share
the content in the first area with the external terminal.
The present invention also provides a corresponding
method of controlling a mobile terminal.
[0010] The first area may include a first shared area
included in the touchscreen and a second shared area
extended to a touchscreen of the external terminal shar-
ing the contact area with the first shared area, wherein
the controller is configured to control the first shared area
and the second shared area to serve as one shared area.
[0011] The controller may be configured to magnify
content displayed in the first area and to display the mag-
nified content in the overall shared area including the first
shared area and the second shared area, upon reception
of predetermined input applied to the content displayed
in the first area.
[0012] The controller may be configured to display mul-
tiple shared pieces of content in the shared area when a
plurality of zoom-out inputs is sequentially input of the
content displayed in the shared area.
[0013] The controller may be configured to scroll mul-
tiple pieces of content through scroll input applied to the
shared area when the multiple pieces of content have
been moved to the shared area.
[0014] Input of moving the content to the first area may
include at least one of drag input of moving the content
to the first shared area, drag input of moving the content
to the second shared area and drag input of moving con-
tent displayed in the first shared area to the second
shared area.
[0015] The controller may be configured to add a down-
load indicator to the content when the content displayed
in the first shared area is not content stored in the mobile
terminal.
[0016] The controller is configured to download the
content and to store the downloaded content in a memory
upon reception of input of selecting the download indica-
tor.
[0017] The controller may be configured to control the
sizes of the first and second areas according to a length
of a sliding contact surface between the body and the
external terminal when one side of the body and one side
of the external terminal come into contact with each other
in a sliding manner.
[0018] The controller may be configured to execute a
predetermined application through the second area irre-
spective of the function of sharing content through the
first area.
[0019] The content displayed in the second area may
include at least one of a still image, multimedia content
including a video or a reproducible music file, an appli-
cation, a text file and a contact list.
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[0020] The controller may be configured to control the
mobile terminal and the external terminal to be connected
to each other such that data communication is performed
therebetween through a radio communication unit while
the mobile terminal and the external terminal are in con-
tact with each other, when one side of the body and one
side of the external terminal come into contact with each
other.
[0021] The controller may be configured to control con-
tent associated with a specific application to be shared
through the shared area when the mobile terminal comes
into contact with the external terminal during execution
of the specific application.
[0022] The controller may be configured to control the
specific application to be executed in the external termi-
nal.
[0023] The controller may be configured to control at
least one application commonly installed in the mobile
terminal and the external terminal to be displayed in the
first shared area and the second shared area.
[0024] The controller may be configured to execute a
first application for displaying one or more images and
to control a specific image from among the one or more
images to be displayed in the overall shared area includ-
ing the first shared area and the second shared area
when one side of the mobile terminal comes into contact
with one side of the external terminal while the specific
image is displayed on the touchscreen.
[0025] The contact area of the mobile terminal and the
external terminal may correspond to the overall side of
the mobile terminal and the overall side of the external
terminal.
[0026] The controller may be configured to arrange a
first image stored in the mobile terminal and a second
image stored in the external terminal on the basis of pre-
determined information and to display the first and sec-
ond images in the shared area in a scrolling manner,
upon reception of flicking input applied to the shared area.
[0027] The controller may be configured to control a
first image output through a touchscreen provided to the
side of the body and a second image output through a
touchscreen included in the external terminal to be seam-
lessly displayed when the content is displayed in the over-
all shared area including the first shared area and the
second shared area.
[0028] In another embodiment, a method for control-
ling a mobile terminal configured to share a display with
an external terminal includes: displaying, on a touch-
screen, a first area corresponding to a contact area of
the body of the mobile terminal and the external terminal
and a second area distinguished from the first area when
one side of the body of the mobile terminal and one side
of the external terminal come into contact with each other;
displaying, in the first area, content displayed in the sec-
ond area upon reception of input of moving the content
displayed in the second area to the first area; and con-
trolling the content to be shared with the external terminal
through the first area.

[0029] The advantages of the mobile terminal and the
method for controlling the same according to the present
invention will now be described.
[0030] According to at least one of embodiments of the
present invention, it is possible to easily share content
of two terminals therebetween through a touchscreen ar-
ea shared through physical contact between the termi-
nals.
[0031] In addition, according to at least one of embod-
iments of the present invention, it is possible to easily
use content through a large screen by using touch-
screens of the two terminals as one screen according to
physical contact between the two terminals.
[0032] Furthermore, according to at least one of em-
bodiments of the present invention, it is possible to use
content in various manners in the mobile terminal accord-
ing to physical contact between the two terminals and
cancellation of contact.Further scope of applicability of
the present invention will become apparent from the de-
tailed description given hereinafter. However, it should
be understood that the detailed description and specific
examples, while indicating preferred embodiments of the
invention, are given by illustration only, since various
changes and modifications within the spirit and scope of
the invention will become apparent to those skilled in the
art from this detailed description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0033] The present invention will be more fully under-
stood from the detailed description given herein below
and the accompanying drawings, which are given by il-
lustration only, and thus are not limitative of the present
invention, wherein:

FIG. 1A is a block diagram of a mobile terminal ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIGS. 1B and 1C are conceptual views of one ex-
ample of the mobile terminal, viewed from different
directions;
FIGS. 2A and 2B are conceptual views of another
example of the mobile terminal according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention, viewed from dif-
ferent directions;
FIG. 2C is a partial cross-sectional view of a display
unit of the mobile terminal shown in FIG. 2A;
FIG. 2D is a front perspective view and partial cross-
sectional views illustrating another example of the
mobile terminal according to an embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 3 is a conceptual view of an example of display
operation implemented by the mobile terminal ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention,
shown in FIGS. 2A to 2D;
FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a method for control-
ling the mobile terminal according to a first embodi-
ment of the present invention;
FIG. 5 is a conceptual view illustrating generation of
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a shared area through side contact between the mo-
bile terminal and an external terminal according to
an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 6 illustrates a state before the mobile terminal
and the external terminal come into contact with each
other while predetermined content is displayed on
the two terminals according to the first embodiment
of the present invention;
FIGS. 7A and 7B illustrate an example of displaying
a shared area according to contact between the mo-
bile terminal and the external terminal according to
the first embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 8 is a view illustrating an example of sharing
content through the shared area shown in FIGS. 7A
and 7B;
FIG. 9 is a view illustrating an example of displaying
content through the entire shared area shown in
FIGS. 7A and 7B;
FIGS. 10A and 10B illustrate an example of display-
ing sources of the content, shared through the
shared area shown in FIGS. 7A and 7B, on the con-
tent;
FIG. 11 is an overview illustrating an example of dis-
playing indicators for indicating the sources of the
content, shown in FIGS. 10A and 10B, on the con-
tent;
FIG. 12 is an overview illustrating an example of con-
trolling display of content in the shared area shown
in FIGS. 7A and 7B by controlling the shared area
when multiple pieces of content are displayed in the
shared area;
FIG. 13 is an overview illustrating an example of
changing the area of the shared area shown in FIGS.
7A and 7B according to the contact area of the mobile
terminal and the external terminal in accordance with
the first embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 14 is an overview illustrating an example of con-
trolling display of content displayed through the en-
tire shared area shown in FIGS. 7A and 7B;
FIGS. 15A and 15B are overviews illustrating an ex-
ample of changing the area of the shared area with-
out changing the contact area of the two terminals
by controlling display of content displayed through
the entire shared area shown in FIG. 7;
FIG. 16 is a flowchart illustrating a method for con-
trolling the mobile terminal according to a second
embodiment of the present invention;
FIGS. 17A to 19 are views illustrating an operation
of the mobile terminal when the second embodiment
of the present invention is applied to a music player
application;
FIGS. 20A to 21 are views illustrating an operation
of the mobile terminal when the second embodiment
of the present invention is applied to an example of
sharing an application;
FIGS. 22A to 22D are views illustrating an operation
of the mobile terminal when the second embodiment
of the present invention is applied to an example of

sharing a text;
FIGS. 23A to 23C are views illustrating an operation
of the mobile terminal when the second embodiment
of the present invention is applied to an example of
sharing a contact list;
FIG. 24 is a flowchart illustrating a method for con-
trolling the mobile terminal according to a third em-
bodiment of the present invention;
FIGS. 25A and 25B are views illustrating an example
of using the screen of the external terminal to display
a predetermined image when the mobile terminal
displaying the image comes into contact with the ex-
ternal terminal according to the third embodiment of
the present invention;
FIGS. 26 and 27 are views illustrating an example
of turning images according to the third embodiment
of the present invention;
FIGS. 28A and 28B are views illustrating another
example of displaying an image on the screens of
the mobile terminal and the external terminal accord-
ing to the third embodiment of the present invention;
FIGS. 29A and 29B are views illustrating another
example of displaying an image according to the third
embodiment of the present invention;
FIGS. 30A to 30C are views illustrating another ex-
ample of displaying an image according to the third
embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 31 is a view illustrating an example of changing
an image display mode when the two terminals come
into contact with each other according to the third
embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 32 is a view illustrating an example of displaying
image sources when multiple pieces of content are
displayed through the entire shared area according
to the third embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 33 is a view illustrating an example of perform-
ing multi-tasking operation in each terminal while
changing the size of the shared area according to
the third embodiment of the present invention;
FIGS. 34 and 35 are views illustrating an example
of sharing content through sharing trays when the
content is displayed through the entire shared area
according to the third embodiment of the present in-
vention;
FIG. 36 is a flowchart illustrating a method for con-
trolling the mobile terminal according to a fourth em-
bodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 37 is an overview illustrating a display state be-
fore the mobile terminal comes into contact with the
external terminal according to the fourth embodi-
ment of the present invention;
FIGS. 38A to 38E are views illustrating an example
of sharing content through sharing trays between two
terminals coming into contact with each other ac-
cording to the fourth embodiment of the present in-
vention;
FIGS. 39A and 39B are views illustrating an opera-
tion of the mobile terminal when content to be shared
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is redundant content according to the fourth embod-
iment of the present invention;
FIGS. 40A and 40B are views illustrating an example
of a shared video file according to the fourth embod-
iment of the present invention;
FIGS. 41A and 41B are views illustrating a change
in the size of the shared area according to a change
in the contact area of the mobile terminal and at least
one external terminal according to the fourth embod-
iment of the present invention;
FIG. 42 is a flowchart illustrating a method for con-
trolling the mobile terminal according to a fifth em-
bodiment of the present invention; and
FIG. 43 is a view illustrating the fifth embodiment of
the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

[0034] Description will now be given in detail according
to embodiments disclosed herein, with reference to the
accompanying drawings. For the sake of brief description
with reference to the drawings, the same or equivalent
components may be provided with the same reference
numbers, and description thereof will not be repeated. In
general, a suffix such as "module" and "unit" may be used
to refer to elements or components. Use of such a suffix
herein is merely intended to facilitate description of the
specification, and the suffix itself is not intended to give
any special meaning or function.
[0035] The accompanying drawings are used to help
easily understand various technical features and it should
be understood that the embodiments presented herein
are not limited by the accompanying drawings. As such,
the present invention should be construed to extend to
any alterations, equivalents and substitutes in addition
to those which are particularly set out in the accompany-
ing drawings.
[0036] It will be understood that although the terms
first, second, etc. may be used herein to describe various
elements, these elements should not be limited by these
terms. These terms are generally only used to distinguish
one element from another.
[0037] It will be understood that when an element is
referred to as being "connected with" another element,
the element can be connected with the other element or
intervening elements may also be present. In contrast,
when an element is referred to as being "directly con-
nected with" another element, there are no intervening
elements present.
[0038] A singular representation may include a plural
representation unless it represents a definitely different
meaning from the context. Terms such as "include" or
"has" are used herein and should be understood that they
are intended to indicate an existence of several compo-
nents, functions or steps, disclosed in the specification,
and it is also understood that greater or fewer compo-
nents, functions, or steps may likewise be utilized.
[0039] Mobile terminals presented herein may be im-

plemented using a variety of different types of terminals.
Examples of such terminals include cellular phones,
smart phones, user equipment, laptop computers, digital
broadcast terminals, personal digital assistants (PDAs),
portable multimedia players (PMPs), navigators, porta-
ble computers (PCs), slate PCs, tablet PCs, ultra books,
wearable devices (for example, smart watches, smart
glasses, head mounted displays (HMDs)), and the like.
[0040] By way of non-limiting example only, further de-
scription will be made with reference to particular types
of mobile terminals. However, such teachings apply
equally to other types of terminals, such as those types
noted above. In addition, these teachings may also be
applied to stationary terminals such as digital TV, desktop
computers, and the like.
[0041] Reference is now made to FIGS. 1A-1C, where
FIG. 1A is a block diagram of a mobile terminal 100 in
accordance with the present invention, and FIGS. 1 Band
1C are conceptual views of one example of the mobile
terminal 100, viewed from different directions.
[0042] The mobile terminal 100 is shown having com-
ponents such as a wireless communication unit 110, an
input unit 120, a sensing unit 140, an output unit 150, an
interface unit 160, a memory 170, a controller 180, and
a power supply unit 190. Implementing all of the illustrat-
ed components is not a requirement, and that greater or
fewer components may alternatively be implemented.
[0043] Referring now to FIG. 1A, the mobile terminal
100 is shown having wireless communication unit 110
configured with several commonly implemented compo-
nents. For instance, the wireless communication unit 110
typically includes one or more components which permit
wireless communication between the mobile terminal
100 and a wireless communication system or network
within which the mobile terminal is located.
[0044] The wireless communication unit 110 typically
includes one or more modules which permit communi-
cations such as wireless communications between the
mobile terminal 100 and a wireless communication sys-
tem, communications between the mobile terminal 100
and another mobile terminal, communications between
the mobile terminal 100 and an external server. Further,
the wireless communication unit 110 typically includes
one or more modules which connect the mobile terminal
100 to one or more networks. To facilitate such commu-
nications, the wireless communication unit 110 includes
one or more of a broadcast receiving module 111, a mo-
bile communication module 112, a wireless Internet mod-
ule 113, a short-range communication module 114, and
a location information module 115.
[0045] The input unit 120 includes a camera 121 for
obtaining images or video, a microphone 122, which is
one type of audio input device for inputting an audio sig-
nal, and a user input unit 123 (for example, a touch key,
a push key, a mechanical key, a soft key, and the like)
for allowing a user to input information. Data (for example,
audio, video, image, and the like) is obtained by the input
unit 120 and may be analyzed and processed by control-
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ler 180 according to device parameters, user commands,
and combinations thereof
[0046] The sensing unit 140 is typically implemented
using one or more sensors configured to sense internal
information of the mobile terminal, the surrounding envi-
ronment of the mobile terminal, user information, and the
like. For example, in FIG. 1A, the sensing unit 140 is
shown having a proximity sensor 141 and an illumination
sensor 142.
[0047] If desired, the sensing unit 140 may alternatively
or additionally include other types of sensors or devices,
such as a touch sensor, an acceleration sensor, a mag-
netic sensor, a G-sensor, a gyroscope sensor, a motion
sensor, an RGB sensor, an infrared (IR) sensor, a finger
scan sensor, a ultrasonic sensor, an optical sensor (for
example, camera 121), a microphone 122, a battery
gauge, an environment sensor (for example, a barome-
ter, a hygrometer, a thermometer, a radiation detection
sensor, a thermal sensor, and a gas sensor, among oth-
ers), and a chemical sensor (for example, an electronic
nose, a health care sensor, a biometric sensor, and the
like), to name a few. The mobile terminal 100 may be
configured to utilize information obtained from sensing
unit 140, and in particular, information obtained from one
or more sensors of the sensing unit 140, and combina-
tions thereof.
[0048] The output unit 150 is typically configured to
output various types of information, such as audio, video,
tactile output, and the like. The output unit 150 is shown
having a display unit 151, an audio output module 152,
a haptic module 153, and an optical output module 154.
[0049] The display unit 151 may have an inter-layered
structure or an integrated structure with a touch sensor
in order to facilitate a touch screen. The touch screen
may provide an output interface between the mobile ter-
minal 100 and a user, as well as function as the user
input unit 123 which provides an input interface between
the mobile terminal 100 and the user.
[0050] The interface unit 160 serves as an interface
with various types of external devices that can be coupled
to the mobile terminal 100. The interface unit 160, for
example, may include any of wired or wireless ports, ex-
ternal power supply ports, wired or wireless data ports,
memory card ports, ports for connecting a device having
an identification module, audio input/output (I/O) ports,
video I/O ports, earphone ports, and the like. In some
cases, the mobile terminal 100 may perform assorted
control functions associated with a connected external
device, in response to the external device being connect-
ed to the interface unit 160.
[0051] The memory 170 is typically implemented to
store data to support various functions or features of the
mobile terminal 100. For instance, the memory 170 may
be configured to store application programs executed in
the mobile terminal 100, data or instructions for opera-
tions of the mobile terminal 100, and the like. Some of
these application programs may be downloaded from an
external server via wireless communication. Other appli-

cation programs may be installed within the mobile ter-
minal 100 at time of manufacturing or shipping, which is
typically the case for basic functions of the mobile termi-
nal 100 (for example, receiving a call, placing a call, re-
ceiving a message, sending a message, and the like). It
is common for application programs to be stored in the
memory 170, installed in the mobile terminal 100, and
executed by the controller 180 to perform an operation
(or function) for the mobile terminal 100.
[0052] The controller 180 typically functions to control
overall operation of the mobile terminal 100, in addition
to the operations associated with the application pro-
grams. The controller 180 can provide or process infor-
mation or functions appropriate for a user by processing
signals, data, information and the like, which are input or
output by the various components depicted in Fig. 1A, or
activating application programs stored in the memory
170. As one example, the controller 180 controls some
or all of the components illustrated in FIGS. 1A-1C ac-
cording to the execution of an application program that
have been stored in the memory 170.
[0053] The power supply unit 190 can be configured
to receive external power or provide internal power in
order to supply appropriate power required for operating
elements and components included in the mobile termi-
nal 100. The power supply unit 190 may include a battery,
and the battery may be configured to be embedded in
the terminal body, or configured to be detachable from
the terminal body.
[0054] Referring still to FIG. 1A, various components
depicted in this figure will now be described in more detail.
Regarding the wireless communication unit 110, the
broadcast receiving module 111 is typically configured
to receive a broadcast signal and/or broadcast associat-
ed information from an external broadcast managing en-
tity via a broadcast channel. The broadcast channel may
include a satellite channel, a terrestrial channel, or both.
In some embodiments, two or more broadcast receiving
modules 111 may be utilized to facilitate simultaneously
receiving of two or more broadcast channels, or to sup-
port switching among broadcast channels.
[0055] The mobile communication module 112 can
transmit and/or receive wireless signals to and from one
or more network entities. Typical examples of a network
entity include a base station, an external mobile terminal,
a server, and the like. Such network entities form part of
a mobile communication network, which is constructed
according to technical standards or communication
methods for mobile communications (for example, Glo-
bal System for Mobile Communication (GSM), Code Di-
vision Multi Access (CDMA), CDMA2000(Code Division
Multi Access 2000), EV-DO(Enhanced Voice-Data Opti-
mized or Enhanced Voice-Data Only), Wideband CDMA
(WCDMA), High Speed Downlink Packet access (HSD-
PA), HSUPA(High Speed Uplink Packet Access), Long
Term Evolution (LTE), LTE-A(Long Term Evolution-Ad-
vanced), and the like). Examples of wireless signals
transmitted and/or received via the mobile communica-
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tion module 112 include audio call signals, video (teleph-
ony) call signals, or various formats of data to support
communication of text and multimedia messages.
[0056] The wireless Internet module 113 is configured
to facilitate wireless Internet access. This module may
be internally or externally coupled to the mobile terminal
100. The wireless Internet module 113 may transmit
and/or receive wireless signals via communication net-
works according to wireless Internet technologies.
[0057] Examples of such wireless Internet access in-
clude Wireless LAN (WLAN), Wireless Fidelity (Wi-Fi),
Wi-Fi Direct, Digital Living Network Alliance (DLNA),
Wireless Broadband (WiBro), Worldwide Interoperability
for Microwave Access (WiMAX), High Speed Downlink
Packet Access (HSDPA), HSUPA(High Speed Uplink
Packet Access), Long Term Evolution (LTE), LTE-
A(Long Term Evolution-Advanced), and the like. The
wireless Internet module 113 may transmit/receive data
according to one or more of such wireless Internet tech-
nologies, and other Internet technologies as well.
[0058] In some embodiments, when the wireless Inter-
net access is implemented according to, for example,
WiBro, HSDPA,HSUPA, GSM, CDMA, WCDMA, LTE,
LTE-A and the like, as part of a mobile communication
network, the wireless Internet module 113 performs such
wireless Internet access. As such, the Internet module
113 may cooperate with, or function as, the mobile com-
munication module 112.
[0059] The short-range communication module 114 is
configured to facilitate short-range communications.
Suitable technologies for implementing such short-range
communications include BLUETOOTH™, Radio Fre-
quency IDentification (RFID), Infrared Data Association
(IrDA), Ultra-WideBand (UWB), ZigBee, Near Field Com-
munication (NFC), Wireless-Fidelity (Wi-Fi), Wi-Fi Direct,
Wireless USB(Wireless Universal Serial Bus), and the
like. The short-range communication module 114 in gen-
eral supports wireless communications between the mo-
bile terminal 100 and a wireless communication system,
communications between the mobile terminal 100 and
another mobile terminal 100, or communications be-
tween the mobile terminal and a network where another
mobile terminal 100 (or an external server) is located, via
wireless area networks. One example of the wireless ar-
ea networks is a wireless personal area networks.
[0060] In some embodiments, another mobile terminal
(which may be configured similarly to mobile terminal
100) may be a wearable device, for example, a smart
watch, a smart glass or a head mounted display (HMD),
which can exchange data with the mobile terminal 100
(or otherwise cooperate with the mobile terminal 100).
The short-range communication module 114 may sense
or recognize the wearable device, and permit communi-
cation between the wearable device and the mobile ter-
minal 100. In addition, when the sensed wearable device
is a device which is authenticated to communicate with
the mobile terminal 100, the controller 180, for example,
may cause transmission of data processed in the mobile

terminal 100 to the wearable device via the short-range
communication module 114. Hence, a user of the wear-
able device may use the data processed in the mobile
terminal 100 on the wearable device. For example, when
a call is received in the mobile terminal 100, the user may
answer the call using the wearable device. Also, when a
message is received in the mobile terminal 100, the user
can check the received message using the wearable de-
vice.
[0061] The location information module 115 is gener-
ally configured to detect, calculate, derive or otherwise
identify a position of the mobile terminal. As an example,
the location information module 115 includes a Global
Position System (GPS) module, a Wi-Fi module, or both.
If desired, the location information module 115 may al-
ternatively or additionally function with any of the other
modules of the wireless communication unit 110 to obtain
data related to the position of the mobile terminal.
[0062] As one example, when the mobile terminal uses
a GPS module, a position of the mobile terminal may be
acquired using a signal sent from a GPS satellite. As
another example, when the mobile terminal uses the Wi-
Fi module, a position of the mobile terminal can be ac-
quired based on information related to a wireless access
point (AP) which transmits or receives a wireless signal
to or from the Wi-Fi module.
[0063] The input unit 120 may be configured to permit
various types of input to the mobile terminal 120. Exam-
ples of such input include audio, image, video, data, and
user input. Image and video input is often obtained using
one or more cameras 121. Such cameras 121 may proc-
ess image frames of still pictures or video obtained by
image sensors in a video or image capture mode. The
processed image frames can be displayed on the display
unit 151 or stored in memory 170. In some cases, the
cameras 121 may be arranged in a matrix configuration
to permit a plurality of images having various angles or
focal points to be input to the mobile terminal 100. As
another example, the cameras 121 may be located in a
stereoscopic arrangement to acquire left and right imag-
es for implementing a stereoscopic image.
[0064] The microphone 122 is generally implemented
to permit audio input to the mobile terminal 100. The au-
dio input can be processed in various manners according
to a function being executed in the mobile terminal 100.
If desired, the microphone 122 may include assorted
noise removing algorithms to remove unwanted noise
generated in the course of receiving the external audio.
[0065] The user input unit 123 is a component that per-
mits input by a user. Such user input may enable the
controller 180 to control operation of the mobile terminal
100. The user input unit 123 may include one or more of
a mechanical input element (for example, a key, a button
located on a front and/or rear surface or a side surface
of the mobile terminal 100, a dome switch, a jog wheel,
a jog switch, and the like), or a touch-sensitive input,
among others. As one example, the touch-sensitive input
may be a virtual key or a soft key, which is displayed on
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a touch screen through software processing, or a touch
key which is located on the mobile terminal at a location
that is other than the touch screen. Further, the virtual
key or the visual key may be displayed on the touch
screen in various shapes, for example, graphic, text, icon,
video, or a combination thereof.
[0066] The sensing unit 140 is generally configured to
sense one or more of internal information of the mobile
terminal, surrounding environment information of the mo-
bile terminal, user information, or the like. The controller
180 generally cooperates with the sending unit 140 to
control operation of the mobile terminal 100 or execute
data processing, a function or an operation associated
with an application program installed in the mobile termi-
nal based on the sensing provided by the sensing unit
140. The sensing unit 140 may be implemented using
any of a variety of sensors, some of which will now be
described in more detail.
[0067] The proximity sensor 141 may include a sensor
to sense presence or absence of an object approaching
a surface, or an object located near a surface, by using
an electromagnetic field, infrared rays, or the like without
a mechanical contact. The proximity sensor 141 may be
arranged at an inner region of the mobile terminal cov-
ered by the touch screen, or near the touch screen.
[0068] The proximity sensor 141, for example, may in-
clude any of a transmissive type photoelectric sensor, a
direct reflective type photoelectric sensor, a mirror reflec-
tive type photoelectric sensor, a high-frequency oscilla-
tion proximity sensor, a capacitance type proximity sen-
sor, a magnetic type proximity sensor, an infrared rays
proximity sensor, and the like. When the touch screen is
implemented as a capacitance type, the proximity sensor
141 can sense proximity of a pointer relative to the touch
screen by changes of an electromagnetic field, which is
responsive to an approach of an object with conductivity.
In this instance, the touch screen (touch sensor) may
also be categorized as a proximity sensor.
[0069] The term "proximity touch" will often be referred
to herein to denote the scenario in which a pointer is
positioned to be proximate to the touch screen without
contacting the touch screen. The term "contact touch"
will often be referred to herein to denote the scenario in
which a pointer makes physical contact with the touch
screen. For the position corresponding to the proximity
touch of the pointer relative to the touch screen, such
position will correspond to a position where the pointer
is perpendicular to the touch screen. The proximity sen-
sor 141 may sense proximity touch, and proximity touch
patterns (for example, distance, direction, speed, time,
position, moving status, and the like).
[0070] In general, controller 180 processes data cor-
responding to proximity touches and proximity touch pat-
terns sensed by the proximity sensor 141, and cause
output of visual information on the touch screen. In ad-
dition, the controller 180 can control the mobile terminal
100 to execute different operations or process different
data according to whether a touch with respect to a point

on the touch screen is either a proximity touch or a contact
touch.
[0071] A touch sensor can sense a touch applied to
the touch screen, such as display unit 151, using any of
a variety of touch methods. Examples of such touch
methods include a resistive type, a capacitive type, an
infrared type, and a magnetic field type, among others.
[0072] As one example, the touch sensor may be con-
figured to convert changes of pressure applied to a spe-
cific part of the display unit 151, or convert capacitance
occurring at a specific part of the display unit 151, into
electric input signals. The touch sensor may also be con-
figured to sense not only a touched position and a
touched area, but also touch pressure and/or touch ca-
pacitance. A touch object is generally used to apply a
touch input to the touch sensor. Examples of typical touch
objects include a finger, a touch pen, a stylus pen, a point-
er, or the like.
[0073] When a touch input is sensed by a touch sensor,
corresponding signals may be transmitted to a touch con-
troller. The touch controller may process the received
signals, and then transmit corresponding data to the con-
troller 180. Accordingly, the controller 180 can sense
which region of the display unit 151 has been touched.
Here, the touch controller may be a component separate
from the controller 180, the controller 180, and combina-
tions thereof.
[0074] In some embodiments, the controller 180 can
execute the same or different controls according to a type
of touch object that touches the touch screen or a touch
key provided in addition to the touch screen. Whether to
execute the same or different control according to the
object which provides a touch input may be decided
based on a current operating state of the mobile terminal
100 or a currently executed application program, for ex-
ample.
[0075] The touch sensor and the proximity sensor may
be implemented individually, or in combination, to sense
various types of touches. Such touches includes a short
(or tap) touch, a long touch, a multi-touch, a drag touch,
a flick touch, a pinch-in touch, a pinch-out touch, a swipe
touch, a hovering touch, and the like.
[0076] If desired, an ultrasonic sensor may be imple-
mented to recognize position information relating to a
touch object using ultrasonic waves. The controller 180,
for example, may calculate a position of a wave gener-
ation source based on information sensed by an illumi-
nation sensor and a plurality of ultrasonic sensors. Since
light is much faster than ultrasonic waves, the time for
which the light reaches the optical sensor is much shorter
than the time for which the ultrasonic wave reaches the
ultrasonic sensor. The position of the wave generation
source may be calculated using this fact. For instance,
the position of the wave generation source may be cal-
culated using the time difference from the time that the
ultrasonic wave reaches the sensor based on the light
as a reference signal.
[0077] The camera 121 typically includes at least one

13 14 



EP 2 960 768 A1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

a camera sensor (CCD, CMOS etc.), a photo sensor (or
image sensors), and a laser sensor.
[0078] Implementing the camera 121 with a laser sen-
sor may allow detection of a touch of a physical object
with respect to a 3D stereoscopic image. The photo sen-
sor may be laminated on, or overlapped with, the display
device. The photo sensor may be configured to scan
movement of the physical object in proximity to the touch
screen. In more detail, the photo sensor may include pho-
to diodes and transistors at rows and columns to scan
content received at the photo sensor using an electrical
signal which changes according to the quantity of applied
light. Namely, the photo sensor may calculate the coor-
dinates of the physical object according to variation of
light to thus obtain position information of the physical
object.
[0079] The display unit 151 is generally configured to
output information processed in the mobile terminal 100.
For example, the display unit 151 may display execution
screen information of an application program executing
at the mobile terminal 100 or user interface (UI) and
graphic user interface (GUI) information in response to
the execution screen information.
[0080] In some embodiments, the display unit 151 may
be implemented as a stereoscopic display unit for dis-
playing stereoscopic images. A typical stereoscopic dis-
play unit may employ a stereoscopic display scheme
such as a stereoscopic scheme (a glass scheme), an
auto-stereoscopic scheme (glassless scheme), a projec-
tion scheme (holographic scheme), or the like.
[0081] The audio output module 152 is generally con-
figured to output audio data. Such audio data may be
obtained from any of a number of different sources, such
that the audio data may be received from the wireless
communication unit 110 or may have been stored in the
memory 170. The audio data may be output during
modes such as a signal reception mode, a call mode, a
record mode, a voice recognition mode, a broadcast re-
ception mode, and the like. The audio output module 152
can provide audible output related to a particular function
(e.g., a call signal reception sound, a message reception
sound, etc.) performed by the mobile terminal 100. The
audio output module 152 may also be implemented as a
receiver, a speaker, a buzzer, or the like.
[0082] A haptic module 153 can be configured to gen-
erate various tactile effects that a user feels, perceive,
or otherwise experience. A typical example of a tactile
effect generated by the haptic module 153 is vibration.
The strength, pattern and the like of the vibration gener-
ated by the haptic module 153 can be controlled by user
selection or setting by the controller. For example, the
haptic module 153 may output different vibrations in a
combining manner or a sequential manner.
[0083] Besides vibration, the haptic module 153 can
generate various other tactile effects, including an effect
by stimulation such as a pin arrangement vertically mov-
ing to contact skin, a spray force or suction force of air
through a jet orifice or a suction opening, a touch to the

skin, a contact of an electrode, electrostatic force, an
effect by reproducing the sense of cold and warmth using
an element that can absorb or generate heat, and the like.
[0084] The haptic module 153 can also be implement-
ed to allow the user to feel a tactile effect through a muscle
sensation such as the user’s fingers or arm, as well as
transferring the tactile effect through direct contact. Two
or more haptic modules 153 may be provided according
to the particular configuration of the mobile terminal 100.
[0085] An optical output module 154 can output a sig-
nal for indicating an event generation using light of a light
source. Examples of events generated in the mobile ter-
minal 100 may include message reception, call signal
reception, a missed call, an alarm, a schedule notice, an
email reception, information reception through an appli-
cation, and the like.
[0086] A signal output by the optical output module 154
may be implemented so the mobile terminal emits mon-
ochromatic light or light with a plurality of colors. The
signal output may be terminated as the mobile terminal
senses that a user has checked the generated event, for
example.
[0087] The interface unit 160 serves as an interface
for external devices to be connected with the mobile ter-
minal 100. For example, the interface unit 160 can re-
ceive data transmitted from an external device, receive
power to transfer to elements and components within the
mobile terminal 100, or transmit internal data of the mo-
bile terminal 100 to such external device. The interface
unit 160 may include wired or wireless headset ports,
external power supply ports, wired or wireless data ports,
memory card ports, ports for connecting a device having
an identification module, audio input/output (I/O) ports,
video I/O ports, earphone ports, or the like.
[0088] The identification module may be a chip that
stores various information for authenticating authority of
using the mobile terminal 100 and may include a user
identity module (UIM), a subscriber identity module
(SIM), a universal subscriber identity module (USIM), and
the like. In addition, the device having the identification
module (also referred to herein as an "identifying device")
may take the form of a smart card. Accordingly, the iden-
tifying device can be connected with the terminal 100 via
the interface unit 160.
[0089] When the mobile terminal 100 is connected with
an external cradle, the interface unit 160 can serve as a
passage to allow power from the cradle to be supplied
to the mobile terminal 100 or may serve as a passage to
allow various command signals input by the user from
the cradle to be transferred to the mobile terminal there
through. Various command signals or power input from
the cradle may operate as signals for recognizing that
the mobile terminal is properly mounted on the cradle.
[0090] The memory 170 can store programs to support
operations of the controller 180 and store input/output
data (for example, phonebook, messages, still images,
videos, etc.). The memory 170 may store data related to
various patterns of vibrations and audio which are output
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in response to touch inputs on the touch screen.
[0091] The memory 170 may include one or more types
of storage mediums including a Flash memory, a hard
disk, a solid state disk, a silicon disk, a multimedia card
micro type, a card-type memory (e.g., SD or DX memory,
etc.), a Random Access Memory (RAM), a Static Ran-
dom Access Memory (SRAM), a Read-Only Memory
(ROM), an Electrically Erasable Programmable Read-
Only Memory (EEPROM), a Programmable Read-Only
memory (PROM), a magnetic memory, a magnetic disk,
an optical disk, and the like. The mobile terminal 100 may
also be operated in relation to a network storage device
that performs the storage function of the memory 170
over a network, such as the Internet.
[0092] The controller 180 can typically control the gen-
eral operations of the mobile terminal 100. For example,
the controller 180 can set or release a lock state for re-
stricting a user from inputting a control command with
respect to applications when a status of the mobile ter-
minal meets a preset condition.
[0093] The controller 180 can also perform the control-
ling and processing associated with voice calls, data
communications, video calls, and the like, or perform pat-
tern recognition processing to recognize a handwriting
input or a picture drawing input performed on the touch
screen as characters or images, respectively. In addition,
the controller 180 can control one or a combination of
those components in order to implement various embod-
iments disclosed herein.
[0094] The power supply unit 190 receives external
power or provides internal power and supply the appro-
priate power required for operating respective elements
and components included in the mobile terminal 100. The
power supply unit 190 may include a battery, which is
typically rechargeable or be detachably coupled to the
terminal body for charging.
[0095] The power supply unit 190 may include a con-
nection port. The connection port may be configured as
one example of the interface unit 160 to which an external
charger for supplying power to recharge the battery is
electrically connected.
[0096] As another example, the power supply unit 190
may be configured to recharge the battery in a wireless
manner without use of the connection port. In this exam-
ple, the power supply unit 190 can receive power, trans-
ferred from an external wireless power transmitter, using
at least one of an inductive coupling method which is
based on magnetic induction or a magnetic resonance
coupling method which is based on electromagnetic res-
onance.
[0097] Various embodiments described herein may be
implemented in a computer-readable medium, a ma-
chine-readable medium, or similar medium using, for ex-
ample, software, hardware, or any combination thereof.
[0098] Referring now to FIGS. 1B and 1C, the mobile
terminal 100 is described with reference to a bar-type
terminal body. However, the mobile terminal 100 may
alternatively be implemented in any of a variety of differ-

ent configurations. Examples of such configurations in-
clude watch-type, clip-type, glasses-type, or as a folder-
type, flip-type, slide-type, swing-type, and swivel-type in
which two and more bodies are combined with each other
in a relatively movable manner, and combinations there-
of. Discussion herein will often relate to a particular type
of mobile terminal (for example, bar-type, watch-type,
glasses-type, and the like). However, such teachings with
regard to a particular type of mobile terminal will generally
apply to other types of mobile terminals as well.
[0099] The mobile terminal 100 will generally include
a case (for example, frame, housing, cover, and the like)
forming the appearance of the terminal. In this embodi-
ment, the case is formed using a front case 101 and a
rear case 102. Various electronic components are incor-
porated into a space formed between the front case 101
and the rear case 102. At least one middle case may be
additionally positioned between the front case 101 and
the rear case 102.
[0100] The display unit 151 is shown located on the
front side of the terminal body to output information. As
illustrated, a window 151 a of the display unit 151 may
be mounted to the front case 101 to form the front surface
of the terminal body together with the front case 101.
[0101] In some embodiments, electronic components
may also be mounted to the rear case 102. Examples of
such electronic components include a detachable battery
191, an identification module, a memory card, and the
like. Rear cover 103 is shown covering the electronic
components, and this cover may be detachably coupled
to the rear case 102. Therefore, when the rear cover 103
is detached from the rear case 102, the electronic com-
ponents mounted to the rear case 102 are externally ex-
posed.
[0102] As illustrated, when the rear cover 103 is cou-
pled to the rear case 102, a side surface of the rear case
102 is partially exposed. In some cases, upon the cou-
pling, the rear case 102 may also be completely shielded
by the rear cover 103. In some embodiments, the rear
cover 103 may include an opening for externally exposing
a camera 121b or an audio output module 152b.
[0103] The cases 101, 102, 103 may be formed by in-
jection-molding synthetic resin or may be formed of a
metal, for example, stainless steel (STS), aluminum (Al),
titanium (Ti), or the like.
[0104] As an alternative to the example in which the
plurality of cases form an inner space for accommodating
components, the mobile terminal 100 may be configured
such that one case forms the inner space. In this exam-
ple, a mobile terminal 100 having a uni-body is formed
so synthetic resin or metal extends from a side surface
to a rear surface.
[0105] If desired, the mobile terminal 100 may include
a waterproofing unit for preventing introduction of water
into the terminal body. For example, the waterproofing
unit may include a waterproofing member which is locat-
ed between the window 151a and the front case 101,
between the front case 101 and the rear case 102, or

17 18 



EP 2 960 768 A1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

between the rear case 102 and the rear cover 103, to
hermetically seal an inner space when those cases are
coupled.
[0106] FIGS. 1B and 1C depict certain components as
arranged on the mobile terminal. However, it is to be un-
derstood that alternative arrangements are possible and
within the teachings of the instant invention. Some com-
ponents may be omitted or rearranged. For example, the
first manipulation unit 123a may be located on another
surface of the terminal body, and the second audio output
module 152b may be located on the side surface of the
terminal body.
[0107] The display unit 151 outputs information proc-
essed in the mobile terminal 100. The display unit 151
may be implemented using one or more suitable display
devices. Examples of such suitable display devices in-
clude a liquid crystal display (LCD), a thin film transistor-
liquid crystal display (TFT-LCD), an organic light emitting
diode (OLED), a flexible display, a 3-dimensional (3D)
display, an e-ink display, and combinations thereof.
[0108] The display unit 151 may be implemented using
two display devices, which can implement the same or
different display technology. For instance, a plurality of
the display units 151 may be arranged on one side, either
spaced apart from each other, or these devices may be
integrated, or these devices may be arranged on different
surfaces.
[0109] The display unit 151 may also include a touch
sensor which senses a touch input received at the display
unit. When a touch is input to the display unit 151, the
touch sensor may be configured to sense this touch and
the controller 180, for example, may generate a control
command or other signal corresponding to the touch. The
content which is input in the touching manner may be a
text or numerical value, or a menu item which can be
indicated or designated in various modes.
[0110] The touch sensor may be configured in a form
of a film having a touch pattern, disposed between the
window 151a and a display on a rear surface of the win-
dow 151a, or a metal wire which is patterned directly on
the rear surface of the window 151a. Alternatively, the
touch sensor may be integrally formed with the display.
For example, the touch sensor may be disposed on a
substrate of the display or within the display.
[0111] The display unit 151 may also form a touch
screen together with the touch sensor. Here, the touch
screen may serve as the user input unit 123 (see FIG.
1A). Therefore, the touch screen may replace at least
some of the functions of the first manipulation unit 123a.
[0112] The first audio output module 152a may be im-
plemented in the form of a speaker to output voice audio,
alarm sounds, multimedia audio reproduction, and the
like.
[0113] The window 151a of the display unit 151 will
typically include an aperture to permit audio generated
by the first audio output module 152a to pass. One alter-
native is to allow audio to be released along an assembly
gap between the structural bodies (for example, a gap

between the window 151a and the front case 101). In this
instance, a hole independently formed to output audio
sounds may not be seen or is otherwise hidden in terms
of appearance, thereby further simplifying the appear-
ance and manufacturing of the mobile terminal 100.
[0114] The optical output module 154 can be config-
ured to output light for indicating an event generation.
Examples of such events include a message reception,
a call signal reception, a missed call, an alarm, a schedule
notice, an email reception, information reception through
an application, and the like. When a user has checked a
generated event, the controller can control the optical
output unit 154 to stop the light output.
[0115] The first camera 121a can process image
frames such as still or moving images obtained by the
image sensor in a capture mode or a video call mode.
The processed image frames can then be displayed on
the display unit 151 or stored in the memory 170.
[0116] The first and second manipulation units 123a
and 123b are examples of the user input unit 123, which
may be manipulated by a user to provide input to the
mobile terminal 100. The first and second manipulation
units 123a and 123b may also be commonly referred to
as a manipulating portion, and may employ any tactile
method that allows the user to perform manipulation such
as touch, push, scroll, or the like. The first and second
manipulation units 123a and 123b may also employ any
non-tactile method that allows the user to perform ma-
nipulation such as proximity touch, hovering, or the like.
[0117] FIG. 1B illustrates the first manipulation unit
123a as a touch key, but possible alternatives include a
mechanical key, a push key, a touch key, and combina-
tions thereof.
[0118] Input received at the first and second manipu-
lation units 123a and 123b may be used in various ways.
For example, the first manipulation unit 123a may be
used by the user to provide an input to a menu, home
key, cancel, search, or the like, and the second manip-
ulation unit 123b may be used by the user to provide an
input to control a volume level being output from the first
or second audio output modules 152a or 152b, to switch
to a touch recognition mode of the display unit 151, or
the like.
[0119] As another example of the user input unit 123,
a rear input unit may be located on the rear surface of
the terminal body. The rear input unit can be manipulated
by a user to provide input to the mobile terminal 100. The
input may be used in a variety of different ways. For ex-
ample, the rear input unit may be used by the user to
provide an input of power on/off, start, end, scroll, control
volume level being output from the first or second audio
output modules 152a or 152b, switch to a touch recog-
nition mode of the display unit 151, and the like. The rear
input unit may be configured to permit touch input, a push
input, or combinations thereof.
[0120] The rear input unit may be located to overlap
the display unit 151 of the front side in a thickness direc-
tion of the terminal body. As one example, the rear input

19 20 



EP 2 960 768 A1

12

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

unit may be located on an upper end portion of the rear
side of the terminal body such that a user can easily ma-
nipulate it using a forefinger when the user grabs the
terminal body with one hand. Alternatively, the rear input
unit can be positioned at most any location of the rear
side of the terminal body.
[0121] Embodiments that include the rear input unit
may implement some or all of the functionality of the first
manipulation unit 123a in the rear input unit. As such, in
situations where the first manipulation unit 123a is omit-
ted from the front side, the display unit 151 can have a
larger screen.
[0122] As a further alternative, the mobile terminal 100
may include a finger scan sensor which scans a user’s
fingerprint. The controller 180 can then use fingerprint
information sensed by the finger scan sensor as part of
an authentication procedure. The finger scan sensor may
also be installed in the display unit 151 or implemented
in the user input unit 123.
[0123] The microphone 122 is shown located at an end
of the mobile terminal 100, but other locations are pos-
sible. If desired, multiple microphones may be imple-
mented, with such an arrangement permitting the receiv-
ing of stereo sounds.
[0124] The interface unit 160 may serve as a path al-
lowing the mobile terminal 100 to interface with external
devices. For example, the interface unit 160 may include
one or more of a connection terminal for connecting to
another device (for example, an earphone, an external
speaker, or the like), a port for near field communication
(for example, an Infrared Data Association (IrDA) port, a
Bluetooth port, a wireless LAN port, and the like), or a
power supply terminal for supplying power to the mobile
terminal 100. The interface unit 160 may be implemented
in the form of a socket for accommodating an external
card, such as Subscriber Identification Module (SIM), Us-
er Identity Module (UIM), or a memory card for informa-
tion storage.
[0125] The second camera 121b is shown located at
the rear side of the terminal body and includes an image
capturing direction that is substantially opposite to the
image capturing direction of the first camera unit 121a.
If desired, second camera 121a may alternatively be lo-
cated at other locations, or made to be moveable, in order
to have a different image capturing direction from that
which is shown.
[0126] The second camera 121b can include a plurality
of lenses arranged along at least one line. The plurality
of lenses may also be arranged in a matrix configuration.
The cameras may be referred to as an "array camera."
When the second camera 121b is implemented as an
array camera, images may be captured in various man-
ners using the plurality of lenses and images with better
qualities.
[0127] As shown in FIG. 1C, a flash 124 is shown ad-
jacent to the second camera 121b. When an image of a
subject is captured with the camera 121b, the flash 124
may illuminate the subject.

[0128] As shown in FIG. 1C, the second audio output
module 152b can be located on the terminal body. The
second audio output module 152b may implement ster-
eophonic sound functions in conjunction with the first au-
dio output module 152a, and may be also used for im-
plementing a speaker phone mode for call communica-
tion.
[0129] At least one antenna for wireless communica-
tion may be located on the terminal body. The antenna
may be installed in the terminal body or formed by the
case. For example, an antenna which configures a part
of the broadcast receiving module 111 may be retractable
into the terminal body. Alternatively, an antenna may be
formed using a film attached to an inner surface of the
rear cover 103, or a case that includes a conductive ma-
terial.
[0130] A power supply unit 190 for supplying power to
the mobile terminal 100 may include a battery 191, which
is mounted in the terminal body or detachably coupled
to an outside of the terminal body. The battery 191 may
receive power via a power source cable connected to the
interface unit 160. Also, the battery 191 can be recharged
in a wireless manner using a wireless charger. Wireless
charging may be implemented by magnetic induction or
electromagnetic resonance.
[0131] The rear cover 103 is shown coupled to the rear
case 102 for shielding the battery 191, to prevent sepa-
ration of the battery 191, and to protect the battery 191
from an external impact or from foreign material. When
the battery 191 is detachable from the terminal body, the
rear case 103 may be detachably coupled to the rear
case 102.
[0132] An accessory for protecting an appearance or
assisting or extending the functions of the mobile terminal
100 can also be provided on the mobile terminal 100. As
one example of an accessory, a cover or pouch for cov-
ering or accommodating at least one surface of the mo-
bile terminal 100 may be provided. The cover or pouch
may cooperate with the display unit 151 to extend the
function of the mobile terminal 100. Another example of
the accessory is a touch pen for assisting or extending
a touch input to a touch screen.
[0133] Next, FIGS. 2A and 2B are conceptual views of
another example of the mobile terminal according to an
embodiment of the present invention, viewed from differ-
ent directions and FIG. 2C is a partial cross-sectional
view of a display unit of the mobile terminal shown in FIG.
2A.
[0134] Referring to FIGS. 2A and 2B, the mobile ter-
minal 100 has a bar-shaped terminal body. However, the
present invention is not limited thereto and the mobile
terminal 100 may alternatively be implemented in any of
a variety of different configurations. Examples of such
configurations include a slide-type, folder-type, swing-
type, and swivel-type in which two and more bodies are
combined with each other in a relatively movable manner.
[0135] The body of the mobile terminal 100 includes a
case (casing, housing, cover, and the like) forming the
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appearance of the terminal. In this embodiment, the case
is formed using a front case 101 and a rear case 102.
Various electronic components are incorporated into a
space formed between the front case 101 and the rear
case 102. At least one middle case may be additionally
positioned between the front case 101 and the rear case
102.
[0136] The display unit 151, the audio output unit 152
and the camera module 121a may be disposed in the
terminal body, mostly in the front case. An interface 160
may be disposed on the sides of the front case 101 and
the rear case 102.
[0137] The display unit 151 occupies the surface of the
front case 101. That is, the display unit 151 is shown
located on the front side of the terminal body to output
visual information. The display unit 151 according to an
embodiment of the present invention is formed on the
front side of the terminal and extends to other sides of
the terminal. More specifically, the display unit 151 in-
cludes a first area A corresponding to the front side of
the terminal body and a second area B (refer to FIG. 3)
corresponding to the sides of the terminal body and ex-
tended from the first area A.
[0138] For example, the window provided to the sur-
face of the display unit 151 is formed such that both sides
thereof are bent, and thus the front and sides of the ter-
minal body are formed by the window. Accordingly, the
first area A and the second area B can be connected
without a physical interface. In this instance, the display
unit 151 may include a display device formed in a bent
shape and incorporated therein corresponding to the win-
dow.
[0139] Alternatively, the display unit 151 may be a flex-
ible display unit. The flexible display unit includes flexible,
bendable, twistable, foldable and reliable displays. The
flexible display unit may include a normal flexible display
and e-paper.
[0140] The normal flexible display refers to a display
which is flexible, bendable, foldable or rellable while hav-
ing display characteristics of a conventional flat panel
display, and which is formed on a thin flexible substrate
and thus is light and is not easily broken.
[0141] E-paper is a display technology employing
characteristics of ink and differs from the conventional
flat panel display in that the e-paper uses reflected light.
The e-paper can change pictures or characters using
twist balls or electrophoresis using capsules.
[0142] As described above, the terminal body having
the display unit with both sides thereof bent according to
flexible material characteristics can be implemented.
[0143] The audio output unit 152 and the camera mod-
ule 121 may be disposed close to one of the display unit
151 and a front input unit and the microphone 122 may
be disposed close to the other end thereof.
[0144] The front input unit is an example of the user
input unit 123a (refer to FIG. 1B) and may include a plu-
rality of manipulating units. The manipulating units may
also be commonly referred to as a manipulating portion,

and may employ any tactile method that allows the user
to perform manipulation such as touch, push, scroll, or
the like. The first and second manipulation units 123a
and 123b may also employ any non-tactile method that
allows the user to perform manipulation.
[0145] The display unit 151 may form a touchscreen
with a touch sensor. In this instance, the touchscreen
may be a user input unit. Accordingly, a configuration in
which the front input unit is not provided to the front side
of the mobile terminal may be implemented. That is the
first area A may be a unique input unit positioned on the
front side of the terminal.
[0146] Referring to FIG. 2B, the camera module 121b
may be additionally provided to the rear side of the ter-
minal body, that is, the rear case 102. The camera mod-
ule 121b may be a camera having a photographing di-
rection substantially opposite to that of the camera mod-
ule 121a (refer to FIG. 1B) and including pixels different
from those of the camera module 121a.
[0147] For example, the camera module 121a has low
resolution since it can capture an image of a user’s face
in low resolution and transmit the image during video
telephony, whereas the camera module 121b preferably
has high resolution since it captures an image of an object
and does not immediately transmit the image in many
cases. The camera modules 121a and 121 b may be
incorporated into the terminal body in a rotatable or pop-
up manner.
[0148] A flash lamp and a mirror may be additionally
provided in proximity to the camera module 121b. The
flash lamp flashes a light upon an object when the camera
module 121b captures an image of the object. The mirror
is used for the user to look at their face reflected therein
when the user wants to photograph (self-photograph)
them using the camera module 121b.
[0149] An audio output unit may be additionally provid-
ed to the backside of the terminal body. The audio output
unit of the backside can provide a stereo function with
the front audio output unit 152 and may be used to provide
a speaker phone mode.
[0150] That is, the second audio output unit may be
formed using the backside of the terminal body or a
speaker along with the front audio output unit 152 (first
audio output unit) formed using a receiver. However, the
present invention is not limited thereto and the second
audio output unit may be provided to the side of the mobile
terminal.
[0151] A power supply unit for supplying power to the
mobile terminal 100 may be provided to the terminal
body. The power supply unit may be incorporated into
the terminal body or configured so it can directly at-
tached/detached to/from the terminal body.
[0152] As illustrated, a rear input unit 132 may be pro-
vided to the backside of the terminal body. The rear input
unit 132 may be disposed below the camera module
121b, for example.
[0153] The rear input unit 132 is manipulated to receive
commands for controlling operations of the mobile termi-
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nal 100. Various commands may be input through the
rear input unit 132. For example, commands such as
power on/off, start, end, scroll, and the like and com-
mands such as adjustment of the volume of sound output
from the audio output unit 152, switching to a touch rec-
ognition mode of the display module 151 and the like can
be input through the rear input unit 132. However, the
present invention is not limited thereto and the mobile
terminal may include only one of the front input unit and
the rear input unit 132.
[0154] Next, FIG. 2C is a partial cross-sectional view
of the mobile terminal according to an embodiment of the
present invention. Referring to FIG. 2C, a display 151_2,
a touch sensor 151_3 and a window 151_a are mounted
on a frame 151_1. The frame 151_1, display 151_2,
touch sensor 151_3 and window 151_a are all bent to-
ward the sides of the terminal body. A bezel according
to the display 151_2 of the mobile terminal is very thin
since it merely corresponds to the thickness of the win-
dow 151_a.
[0155] The bezel can have a minimum size when the
window 151_a is bent at 90° with the radius of R having
a point O positioned inside the terminal as a center. How-
ever, the window 151_a may not be bent at 90° due to
problems in a manufacturing process. That is, α shown
in FIG. 2C is narrower than90°.
[0156] FIG. 2D is a front perspective view and partial
cross-sectional views illustrating another example of the
mobile terminal according to an embodiment of the
present invention. As illustrated in FIG. 2D (a), a case
104 of the mobile terminal 100 may have a hexahedral
shape. For example, the area of the front side and the
rear side on the X-Y plane is wider and the areas of sides
that connect the front side and the rear side are narrower.
[0157] The display unit 151 may be provided over a
plurality of sides of the case 104. For example, the display
unit 151 may include a first display unit 151a provided to
the front side of the mobile terminal 100 and a second
display unit 151b provided to both sides of the first display
unit 151a.
[0158] The display unit 151 may be seamlessly formed
over a plurality of sides of the case 104. That is, while
first, second and third display units 151 a, 151b and 151c
are described for convenience of understanding, the first,
second and third display units 151 a, 151b and 151c may
be one display. Here, the first display unit 151a may cor-
respond to the first area A illustrated in FIG. 2A and the
second and third display units 151b and 151c may cor-
respond to the second area B illustrated in FIG. 2A.
[0159] FIG. 2D (b) is a cross-section view of the mobile
terminal, taken along line I-I. This embodiment assumes
that the window 151a, 151b and 151c is formed using a
material which can be bent at 90°, as described above.
As illustrated, the mobile terminal 100 may have the dis-
play unit 151 provided to at least three faces thereof. That
is, the mobile terminal 100 may include the first display
unit 151a provided to the front side thereof and the sec-
ond and third display units 151b and 151c provided to

the sides thereof.
[0160] FIG. 2D (c) illustrates a case in which the mobile
terminal shown in FIGS. 2A, 2B and 2C does not include
the bezel. The display unit 151 may be a flexible display.
Accordingly, the boundary between the first display unit
151a and the second and/or third display units 151b and
151c may be bent with a predetermined radius according
to flexible characteristics of the display.
[0161] The structure of the mobile terminal for imple-
menting a method of controlling the mobile terminal ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention has
been briefly described.
[0162] In FIGS. 1B and 1C, the bezel is minimized
(eliminated) in the front side of the body of the mobile
terminal although a display unit is not provided to the
sides of the body such that the display units of the mobile
terminal 100 and an external terminal can be used as
one display when the two terminals come into contact
with each other through the sides thereof.
[0163] In addition, FIGS. 2A, 2B and 2C illustrate an
example in which the display unit (touchscreen) provided
to the front side of the body of the mobile terminal 100 is
extended to the sides of the body and the end of the
extended touchscreen includes the bezel. FIG. 2D illus-
trates a structure in which the touchscreen provided to
the front side of the body of the mobile terminal 100 can
be extended to the sides thereof using a material that
can be bent at 90° without having a side bezel. Accord-
ingly, when the mobile terminal 100 comes into contact
with an external terminal through the sides thereof, the
touchscreens of the two terminals can be used as one
touchscreen more naturally and easily through the side
display units of the two terminals.
[0164] The mobile terminal according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention can display predetermined
information on the side display unit and control opera-
tions by manipulating the side display unit using hard-
ware characteristics thereof, as described in the follow-
ing.
[0165] Next, FIG. 3 is a conceptual view of an example
of display operation implemented by the mobile terminal
according to an embodiment of the present invention,
shown in FIGS. 2A to 2D.
[0166] Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, the display unit 151
includes the first area A corresponding to the front side
of the terminal body and the second area B extended
from the first area A and corresponding to the sides of
the terminal body. The first area A and the second area
B display different types of information and have different
types of user graphic interfaces (GUIs).
[0167] In addition, the second area B includes a left
area B1 and a right area B2 respectively corresponding
to the left and right sides of the mobile terminal. Accord-
ingly, the second area B is provided in a laterally sym-
metrical structure on the basis of the first area A.
[0168] Referring to FIG. 3(a), a homescreen page may
be displayed on the display unit 151 of the mobile terminal
100. The homescreen page may include at least one ob-
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ject which may be an icon or a widget of an application
installed in the mobile terminal. In this instance, the
homescreen page may be displayed over the first and
second areas A and B. However, the present invention
is not limited thereto and the homescreen page may be
displayed on the first area only and the second area B
may be a target area which does not display information
and receives touch input applied thereto.
[0169] Referring to FIG. 3(b), the controller 180 senses
touch input applied to the second area B and performs
a control operation related to the touch input. In this ex-
ample, when an icon I indicating generation of an event
is touched, information about the event can be displayed
in the first area A.
[0170] Further preferred embodiments will be de-
scribed in more detail with reference to additional drawing
figures. It is understood by those skilled in the art that
the present features can be embodied in several forms
without departing from the characteristics thereof.
[0171] The mobile terminal according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention can include the touch-
screen area corresponding to the front side of the display
unit, as described above. That is, a bezel is present in
only part of the upper and lower ends of the front body
and the sides of the front body do not have a bezel. Ac-
cordingly, when the side of a first mobile terminal comes
into contact with the side of a second mobile terminal, a
first touchscreen of the first mobile terminal and a second
touchscreen of the second mobile terminal can be used
as one large touchscreen.
[0172] According to one embodiment of the present
invention, when the sides of the first and second mobile
terminals are brought into contact with each other, the
first and second mobile terminals can perform data com-
munication. Here, data communication may refer to data
communication through which content of the first mobile
terminal can be shared with the second mobile terminal.
Otherwise, data communication may refer to data com-
munication through which content of the second mobile
terminal can be shared with the first mobile terminal.
When the sides of the first and second mobile terminals
come into contact with each other, the first mobile termi-
nal can control the second touchscreen of the second
mobile terminal.
[0173] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, the first touchscreen and the second touch-
screen that share the contact area can be used as one
shared area and thus content of the first mobile terminal
and content of the second mobile terminal can be shared
through the shared area.
[0174] The aforementioned first and second mobile
terminals are respectively referred to as "mobile terminal"
and "external terminal" in embodiments of the present
invention. It is assumed that the external terminal has a
configuration identical or similar to that of the mobile ter-
minal and executes the same or similar functions.
[0175] Next, FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a method
for controlling the mobile terminal according to a first em-

bodiment of the present invention, and FIG. 5 is a con-
ceptual view illustrating the generation of a shared area
through side contact between the mobile terminal and
the external terminal according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
[0176] The method for controlling the mobile terminal
according to the first embodiment of the present invention
may be implemented in the mobile terminal 100 de-
scribed above with reference to FIGS. 1 to 3.
[0177] Referring to FIG. 4, the controller 180 can sense
contact of one side of the body of the mobile terminal 100
with one side of the external terminal (S100). The touch-
screen 151 of the mobile terminal 100 may be provided
to the front of the body and extended to the side of the
body. Here, the display provided to the front of the body
may be referred to as a front display area and the display
area extended to the side of the body may be referred to
as a side display area.
[0178] That is, the controller 180 can sense contact
between the side display area of the mobile terminal and
the side display area of the external terminal. The con-
troller 180 then connects the mobile terminal 100 and the
external terminal such that data communication can be
performed between the two terminals upon contact be-
tween the mobile terminal 100 and the external terminal
through the side display area of the mobile terminal 100
(S110).
[0179] Connection of the mobile terminal 100 and the
external terminal such that data communication can be
performed between the two terminals may refer to estab-
lishment of a predetermined data communication link be-
tween the mobile terminal 100 and the external terminal.
According to an embodiment of the present invention,
the two terminals can share predetermined data through
the data communication link in response to a predeter-
mined manipulation applied to a predetermined shared
area formed in the display units of the two terminals in
contact with each other.
[0180] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, the data communication link may be maintained
only when the two terminals come into contact with each
other and may be automatically disconnected when con-
tact between the two terminals is cancelled. Here, a state
that the two terminals come into contact with each other
may include not only when sides of the mobile terminal
and the external terminal physically come into contact
with each other but also when the two terminals in phys-
ical contact with each other are separated from each oth-
er by a predetermined distance.
[0181] Accordingly, when the two terminals are
brought into contact with each other, the controller 180
displays the first area corresponding to the contact area
of the two terminals and the second area distinguished
from the firs area, on the touchscreen 151 (S120).
[0182] A description will be given of steps S100 to S120
in more detail with reference to FIG. 5. Referring to FIG.
5, the body of the mobile terminal 100 has a first side
BA11 and a second side BA12 and the body of an external
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terminal 200 also has a first side BA21 and a second side
BA22. The sides BA11, BA12, BA21 and BA22 may in-
clude a touchscreen extended from the front of the bodies
and the ends of the touchscreen extended to the sides
may be connected to predetermined bezels as neces-
sary.
[0183] When the first side BA11 of the mobile terminal
100 is brought into contact with the first side BA21 of the
external terminal 200, the controller 180 can sense the
contact. The contact may be slide contact and the mobile
terminal 100 and the external terminal 200 may share a
predetermined contact area CA according to the contact.
[0184] Upon contact between the two terminals, the
controller 180 can display a first area SA1 corresponding
to the contact area CA and a second area 151a distin-
guished from the first area SA1 on the touchscreen 151.
[0185] The first area SA1 and the second area 151a
may be displayed in various manners. For example,
when the mobile terminal 100 is brought into contact with
the external terminal 200 while the second area 151a is
displayed on the overall area of the touchscreen 151, the
first area SA1 and the second area 151a may be dis-
played in an overlaid manner in a position corresponding
to the contact area while the size of the second area 151
a is not changed. In this instance, a layer corresponding
to the second area 151a and a layer corresponding to
the first area SA1 may be displayed in an overlaid man-
ner.
[0186] In addition, when the mobile terminal 100 is
brought into contact with the external terminal 200 while
the second area 151a is displayed on the overall area of
the touchscreen 151, part of the touchscreen 151, which
corresponds to the contact area, may be displayed as
the first area SA1 and the second area 151a may be
displayed in the remaining area of the touchscreen 151
other than the first area SA1. In this instance, the size of
the second area 151a displayed on the overall area of
the touchscreen 15 may be reduced.
[0187] Upon sensing the contact between the mobile
terminal 100 and the external terminal 200, the external
terminal 200 may also display, on a touchscreen 251
thereof, a first area SA2 corresponding to the contact
area CA and a second area 251a distinguished from the
first area SA2. In this instance, the first area SA2 and the
second area 251a may be displayed in the same manner
as the aforementioned example in the external terminal
200.
[0188] The mobile terminal 100 can recognize the first
area SA1 included in the touchscreen 151 as a first
shared area SA1 and recognize the first area SA2 includ-
ed in the touchscreen of the external terminal 200 as a
second shared area SA2. Accordingly, the controller 180
can recognize the first shared area SA1 and the second
shared area SA2 as one combined shared area SA. Here,
while the first shared area SA1 and the second shared
area SA2 are implemented through the touchscreens
which are physically divided from each other based on
the common contact area CA, the first shared area SA1

and the second shared area SA2 may be recognized as
one seamless screen since the touchscreens do not have
bezels.
[0189] Referring to FIGS. 4 and 5, the controller 180
can receive input of moving content C1 displayed in the
second area 151a to the first area (first shared area) SA1
(S130). Upon reception of the input of moving the first
content C1 to the first shared area SA1, the controller
180 can display the first content C1 in the first shared
area SA1 (S140).
[0190] Then, the controller 180 can control the mobile
terminal 100 to share the first content C1 with the external
terminal 200 (S150). More specifically, the controller 180
can receive a drag input of moving the first content C1’
displayed in the first shared area SA1 to the second area
251a of the touchscreen of the external terminal 200 via
the second shared area SA2 of the external terminal 200.
Accordingly, the mobile terminal 100 can share the first
content C1 with the external terminal 200 through the
first shared area SA1 and/or the second shared area
SA2.
[0191] In addition, the controller 180 can control the
first content C1’ displayed in the first shared area SA1 to
be shared by the external terminal 200 without passing
through the second shared area SA2 through predeter-
mined input.
[0192] Furthermore, content C2 of the external termi-
nal 200 may also be shared with the mobile terminal 100
through the second shared area SA2 and/or the first
shared area SA1. Various methods for sharing content
displayed in the shared area SA with the external terminal
will be described later.
[0193] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, the controller 180 can recognize the shared area
SA as one large screen and display predetermined con-
tent in the shared area CA. This will be described later
with reference to related drawings.
[0194] The input of moving the content C1 to the first
area SA1 may include at least one of input of dragging
the content C1 to the first shared area SA1, input of drag-
ging the content C1 to the second shared area SA2 and
input of dragging content displayed in the first shared
area SA1 to the second shared area SA2.
[0195] When the touchscreen 151 of the mobile termi-
nal 100 extends to the side of the mobile terminal 100
and thus contact with the external terminal can be sensed
through the side touchscreen has been described. How-
ever, the present invention is not limited thereto. For ex-
ample, an embodiment of the present invention can be
implemented in a terminal including a sensing means for
sensing contact with an external terminal, which is pro-
vided to at least one area of the body of the terminal.
[0196] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, contact between one side of the body of the mo-
bile terminal 100 and one side of the external terminal
200 can be sensed by the sensing unit 140 provided to
the side of the mobile terminal 100.
[0197] The sensing unit 140 may be included in the
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rear case 102 in FIGS. 1B and 1C. Since the rear case
102 forms at least one side of the body of the mobile
terminal 100, contact between the mobile terminal 100
and the external terminal 200 can be sensed through the
sensing unit 140 and a sensing signal can be transmitted
to the controller 180 when one side of the body of the
mobile terminal 100 comes into contact with one side of
the external terminal.
[0198] The sensing unit 140 (shown in FIG. 1B) may
be provided to the bezel 370 shown in FIG. 2C. According
to an embodiment of the present invention, the touch-
screen 151 of the mobile terminal 100 may be provided
to the front of the body of the mobile terminal 100 and
extended to the side of the body. The touchscreen 151
may be provided to the front of the body, bent and ex-
tended to the side of the body and the end of the extended
touchscreen 151 may be fixed to the bezel 370.
[0199] Accordingly, when the side of the external ter-
minal having the same structure as the mobile terminal
100 is brought into contact with the side of the mobile
terminal 100, the bezels of the two terminals come into
contact with each other and thus the sensing units in-
cluded in the bezels can sense the contact between the
two terminals and transmit sensing signals correspond-
ing to the sensed results to the controllers 180 of the two
terminals.
[0200] The sensing unit 140 (shown in FIG. 1B) may
be provided to the sides 151b and 151c of the touch-
screen 151 in a structure having no bezel, as shown in
FIG. 2D. In this instance, when one side (151b or 151c)
of the touchscreen of the mobile terminal 100 comes into
contact with one side of the touchscreen of the external
terminal, the sensing unit provided to the side 151b or
151c of the touchscreen of the mobile terminal 100 can
generate a sensing signal representing the contact be-
tween the two terminals and transmit the sensing signal
to the controller 180.
[0201] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, the sensing unit 140 (shown in FIG. 1B) can
sense contact with one side of the external terminal irre-
spective of the position of the sensing unit, for example,
the rear case 102 (shown in FIG. 1B) of the body of the
mobile terminal, bezel 370 (shown in FIG. 2C) or the in-
side (151b and 151c in FIG. 2D) of the touchscreen. Fur-
thermore, it is possible to recognize whether contact be-
tween the two terminals is contact between the entire
sides of the two terminals or contact between specific
regions (e.g. parts corresponding to 50%) of the sides of
the two terminals. Accordingly, the size of the shared
area according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion can be determined by a sensing signal generated by
the sensing unit.
[0202] The position of the sensing unit according to an
embodiment of the present invention is not limited to the
aforementioned example. The sensing unit can be dis-
posed in any position in which the sensing unit can sense
contact between the two terminals as the structure and
appearance of the display unit are changed.

[0203] In addition, the sensing unit included in the mo-
bile terminal 100 according to an embodiment of the
present invention may sense a change in the contact
area according to sliding contact at the side of the termi-
nal body. Furthermore, the sensing unit may sense the
start point and end point of the sliding contact to recog-
nize the length of the sliding contact.
[0204] A description will now be given of application of
the first embodiment of the present invention to an ap-
plication (e.g. a gallery application) for displaying a pre-
determined image. In particular, FIG. 6 illustrates a state
before the mobile terminal and the external terminal are
brought into contact with each other while predetermined
content is displayed on the two terminals according to
the first embodiment of the present invention.
[0205] Referring to FIG. 6, the controller 180 can dis-
play a predetermined image on the touchscreen 151. The
external terminal 200 may also display a predetermined
image on the touchscreen 251. When the mobile terminal
100 senses the aforementioned lateral contact with the
external terminal 200, the shared area SA having the
predetermined contact area CA may be displayed, as
shown in FIGS. 7A and 7B.
[0206] FIGS. 7A and 7B illustrate an example of dis-
playing the shared area according to contact between
the mobile terminal and the external terminal according
to the first embodiment of the present invention.
[0207] Referring to FIG. 7A, the controller 180 can dis-
play the first shared area SA1 (first area) and the second
area 151a distinguished from the first shared area SA1
on the touchscreen irrespective of display of a predeter-
mined image displayed before the two terminals are
brought into contact with each other. The predetermined
image may be continuously displayed in the second area
151a.
[0208] The controller 180 can display the first shared
area SA1 on the touchscreen 151 in an overlaid manner.
In this instance, arrangement of a plurality of images dis-
played on the touchscreen 151 before the mobile terminal
100 comes into contact with the external terminal 200 is
not changed and a new layer corresponding to the first
shared area SA1 may be overlaid on the images.
[0209] In addition, the controller 180 can control the
first shared area SA1 to occupy a predetermined area of
the touchscreen 151 and control the images displayed
on the touchscreen 151 before the mobile terminal 100
comes into contact with the external terminal 200 to be
scrolled in a predetermined direction and automatically
arranged in the second area 151 a distinguished from
the first shared area SA1. The external terminal 200 op-
erates in the same manner.
[0210] While the touchscreens of the two terminals
may display the first area and the second area, as de-
scribed above, as the two terminals are brought into con-
tact with each other, the first area and the second area
may not be activated. That is, approval of the user may
be needed in order to use at least part of the display
areas of the two terminals as a shared area when the
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two terminals come into contact with each other.
[0211] Referring to FIG. 7A, upon lateral contact be-
tween the mobile terminal 100 and the external terminal
200, a pop-up window for inquiring whether to connect
the two terminals in order to share content through the
shared area may be displayed on the touchscreen 151.
For example, when the external terminal 200 does not
want to be connected to the mobile terminal 100, the
mobile terminal 100 and the external terminal 200 may
not activate the shared area.
[0212] Referring to FIG. 7B, upon lateral contact be-
tween the mobile terminal 100 and the external terminal
200, a soft key (e.g. "+" shown in FIG. 7B) for activating
the shared area may be displayed in the shared area SA
including the contact area. The controller 180 can acti-
vate the shared area SA through the pop-up window
shown in FIG. 7A or the indicator, that is, soft key shown
in FIG. 7B.
[0213] Next, FIG. 8 is a view illustrating an example of
sharing content through the shared area shown in FIGS.
7A and 7B. Referring to FIG. 8, the mobile terminal 100
can separately process inputs applied to the first shared
area SA1 and the second area 151a.
[0214] For example, the controller 180 can prevent pre-
determined scroll input applied to the second area 151a
from affecting the first shared area SA1 or the second
shared area SA2. Accordingly, when multiple pieces of
content are displayed in the second area 151a, move-
ment of the content displayed in the second area 151a
can be easily controlled through the scroll input applied
to the second area 151 a.
[0215] Upon reception of input of dragging first content
31 displayed in the second area 151a to the first shared
area SA1, the controller 180 can display the first content
31 in the first shared area SA1. Here, the first content 31
displayed in the second area 151a is not actually moved
to the first shared area SA1 and virtual first content 31’
corresponding to the first content 31 may be displayed
in the first shared area SA1 in response to the drag input
while the first content 31 is still displayed in the second
area 151 a.
[0216] The virtual first content 31’ may be a state dis-
played in the shared area before the first content 31 is
downloaded to the external terminal 200.
[0217] FIG. 9 is a view illustrating an example of dis-
playing content through the entire shared area shown in
FIGS. 7A and 7B. Referring to FIG. 9, upon reception of
a predetermined input applied to the first content 31’ dis-
played in the first shared area SA1, the controller 180
can control the first content 31’ to be magnified and dis-
played throughout the shared area SA including the first
shared area SA1 and the second shared area SA2.
[0218] Here, the predetermined input may include
touch input of selecting the first content 31’, double touch
input applied to the first content 31’, zoom-in operation
for the first content 31’ and the like. The controller 180
can display magnified first content 31" throughout the
shared area SA in response to the predetermined input.

[0219] The shared area SA may display icons 11 and
12 by which the next image or previous image of the
displayed image can be selected. Second content 51 of
the external terminal 200 can also be moved to the sec-
ond shared area SA2 while the magnified first content
31" is displayed in the shared area SA.
[0220] Accordingly, the first content 31’ can be dis-
played in the first shared area SA1, the second content
51’ can be displayed in the second shared area SA2 and
the magnified first content 31" can be displayed over the
first and second shared areas SA1 and SA2, as shown
in FIG. 10A.
[0221] FIGS. 10A and 10B illustrate an example of dis-
playing sources of the content, shared through the
shared area shown in FIGS. 7A and 7B, on the content,
and FIG. 11 illustrates an example of displaying indica-
tors for indicating the sources of the content, shown in
FIGS. 10A and 10B, on the content.
[0222] Referring to FIG. 10A, both the content 31’ of
the mobile terminal 100 and the content 51’ of the external
terminal 200 can be displayed in the shared area SA.
When multiple pieces of content are displayed together
in the shared area SA, content of one terminal needs to
be distinguished from content of the other terminal such
that the user of the mobile terminal 100 can easily rec-
ognize content, which is not stored in the mobile terminal
100 and thus needs to be downloaded.
[0223] For example, the source of the first content
31" magnified and displayed in the shared area SA,
shown in FIG. 10A, is the mobile terminal 100. Accord-
ingly, the controller 180 can display a download indicator
D1 on a portion of the first content 31", which is displayed
in the second shared area SA2, such that the user can
intuitively recognize that the first content 31" does not
belong to the external terminal 200.
[0224] When the content displayed in the first shared
area SA1 is not content stored in the mobile terminal 100,
the controller 180 can add the download indicator to the
content. That is, the controller 180 can selectively display
the download indicator according to whether content to
be shared is displayed in the first shared area SA1 or
second shared area SA2.
[0225] Upon reception of input of selecting the down-
load indicator D1 in the state shown in FIG. 10A, the
controller 180 can transmit the first content 31" to the
external terminal 200. The orientation of content dis-
played in the shared area SA may also be changed in
various manners. That is, the orientation of the content
displayed in the shared area SA can depend on the
source of the content, the orientation of the terminal shar-
ing the content, etc.
[0226] Referring to FIG. 10B, when the content 51" is
displayed in the shared area SA and the source of the
displayed content 51" is the external terminal 200, the
orientation of the content 51" may be determined accord-
ing to the orientation of the mobile terminal 100. When
the user of the mobile terminal 100 is located opposite
to the user of the external terminal 200, the orientation
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of the content 51" can be controlled such that the content
51" is not seen upside down by the user of the mobile
terminal 100.
[0227] Referring to FIG. 11, the controller 180 can re-
ceive input of associating one or more pieces of content
31, 34 and 35 from among a plurality of pieces of content
31, 32, 33, 34, 35 and 36, displayed in the second area
151a of the touchscreen 151, with the first shared area
SA1 or the second shared area SA2.
[0228] For example, the content 31 and content 34 are
associated with the first shared area SA1 and thus con-
tent 31’ and content 34’ can be displayed in the first
shared area SA1. In addition, the content 35 is associated
with the second shared area SA2 and thus content 35’
can be displayed in the second shared area SA2. Fur-
thermore, content 52 and content 54 of the external ter-
minal 200 are associated with the first shared area SA
and thus content 52’ and content 54’ can be displayed in
the first shared area SA1.
[0229] In this instance, the controller 180 can add the
download indicator D1 to each piece of content in order
to indicate the source of each piece of content associated
with the shared area SA. For example, the download in-
dicator D1 may be added to the content 52’ and content
54’ displayed in the first shared area SA1 since the con-
tent 52’ and content 54’ are content stored in the external
terminal 200. In addition, the download indicator D1 may
be added to the content 35’ displayed in the second
shared area SA2 since the content 35’ is content stored
in the mobile terminal 100.
[0230] FIG. 12 illustrates an example of controlling dis-
play of content in the shared area shown in FIGS. 7A and
7B by controlling the shared area when multiple pieces
of content are displayed in the shared area.
[0231] Referring to FIG. 12, when scroll input for the
shared area SA is received while the content 31’, 52’,
54’, 34’ and 35’ is displayed in the shared area SA as
shown in FIG. 11, the content 31’, 52’, 54’, 34’ and 35’
may be scrolled through the shared area SA.
[0232] In this instance, the second area 151a of the
touchscreen 151 and the second area 251a of the touch-
screen of the external terminal 200 may be irrelevant to
the scroll input. The controller 180 can control the content
31’, 52’, 54’, 34’ and 35’ to be moved downward in re-
sponse to the scroll input such that the content 31’, 52’,
54’ and 34’ displayed in the first shared area SA1 can be
moved to the second shared area SA2.
[0233] As the content is moved to the second shared
area SA2 corresponding to the external terminal 200, the
controller 180 can add the download indicator D1 to the
content 31’ and 34’ having the mobile terminal 100 as
the source thereof. In addition, the controller 180 can
delete the download indicator D1 previously added to the
content 52’ and 54’.
[0234] That is, the controller 180 can selectively add
or delete the download indicator according to whether
content is displayed in the first shared area SA1 or the
second shared area SA2.

[0235] Next, FIG. 13 illustrates an example of changing
the area of the shared area shown in FIGS. 7A and 7B
according to the contact area of the mobile terminal and
the external terminal in accordance with the first embod-
iment of the present invention. Referring to FIG. 13, the
lateral contact area of the mobile terminal 100 and the
external terminal 200 may increase. That is, when the
contact side of the external terminal 200 additionally
slides to the left, the lateral contact area of the mobile
terminal 100 and the external terminal 200 can increase.
[0236] Accordingly, the controller 180 can use shared
areas extending from the shared area SA to the left and
right to share content. The controller 180 can increase
the size of the content 31"displayed in the shared area
and display the content 31" when the shared area in-
creases. In addition, the controller 180 can increase the
size of the shared area only and maintain the size of the
content 31" displayed in the shared area.
[0237] Next, FIG. 14 illustrates an example of control-
ling display of content displayed in the shared area shown
in FIGS. 7A and 7B. Referring to FIG. 14, the controller
180 can receive a zoom-in command with respect to the
content 31" displayed in the shared area SA. In this in-
stance, the controller 180 can perform the zoom-in com-
mand for the first shared area SA1 and the second shared
area SA2. For example, even when zoom-in operation
of the user is performed on one of the first shared area
SA1 and the second shared area SA2, the content 31"
can be magnified and displayed over the first shared area
SA1 and the second shared area SA2.
[0238] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, a zoom-out command in addition to the zoom-
in command may be received. While the size of content
displayed in the shared area may be reduced according
to the zoom-out command, the size of the shared area
SA can be reduced according to continuously input
zoom-out commands.
[0239] FIGS. 15A and 15B illustrate an example of
changing the area of the shared area without changing
the contact area of the two terminals by controlling display
of content displayed in the shared area shown in FIGS.
7A and 7B.
[0240] Referring to FIGS. 15A and 15B, upon reception
of two or more zoom-out commands with respect to the
content 31" displayed in the shared area SA (FIG. 15A),
the controller 180 can reduce the size of the content (31"’)
and, simultaneously, decrease the size of the shared ar-
ea SA (SA → SA’), as shown in FIG. 15B.
[0241] In addition, the controller 180 can increase the
sizes of the second areas 151 a and 251a as the sizes
of the first shared area SA1 and the second shared area
SA2 decrease. Furthermore, predetermined content that
can be shared may be displayed in the increased second
areas 151 a and 251 a.
[0242] FIG. 16 is a flowchart illustrating a method for
controlling the mobile terminal according to a second em-
bodiment of the present invention. The method for con-
trolling the mobile terminal according to the second em-
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bodiment of the present invention may be implemented
in the mobile terminal 100 described above with refer-
ence to FIGS. 1 to 3. The second embodiment of the
present invention may be implemented based on the first
embodiment. Further, it is assumed that the external ter-
minal 200 which is brought into contact with the mobile
terminal 100 can equally perform all operations per-
formed by the mobile terminal 100.
[0243] Referring to FIG. 16, the mobile terminal 100
may execute a specific application (S200). The mobile
terminal 100 may not execute the specific application and
the external terminal 200 may execute the specific ap-
plication. Upon lateral contact between the mobile termi-
nal and the external terminal 200 (S210), the controller
180 controls content related to the specific application to
be shared through the shared area (S220).
[0244] In the second embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the shared area is used for the specific application
to be separately executed in the mobile terminal 100 and
the external terminal as well as functioning as a simple
tray for sharing content.
[0245] FIG. 17A to 19 are views illustrating an opera-
tion of the mobile terminal when the second embodiment
of the present invention is applied to a music player ap-
plication. Referring to FIG. 17A, the mobile terminal 100
can execute an application for playing music. The exter-
nal terminal 200 can also execute the application for play-
ing music or other applications. The external terminal 200
may display the homescreen on the touchscreen without
executing a specific application. Otherwise, the display
of the external terminal 200 may be turned off.
[0246] Upon lateral contact between the mobile termi-
nal 100 and the external terminal 200, the controller 180
of the mobile terminal 100 displays the first area SA1
(first shared area) and the second area 151a distin-
guished from the first area on the touchscreen 151, as
shown in FIG. 17B, as described in the first embodiment
of the present invention. The display area of the external
terminal 200 may be divided into the first area SA2 (sec-
ond shared area) and the second area 251a.
[0247] Then, the controller 180 of the mobile terminal
100 displays a pop-up window P1 for inquiring whether
to execute a music sharing function in the first shared
area SA1. The external terminal 200 may also display
the pop-up window P2 in the second shared area SA2.
[0248] When the music sharing function is executed
according to predetermined input, the mobile terminal
100 and the external terminal 200 respectively activate
the first shared area SA1 and the second shared area
SA2 for the music sharing function.
[0249] Referring to FIG. 17C, the controller 180 of the
mobile terminal 100 receives input of associating at least
one of music files ML1 displayed in the second area 151a
with the first shared area SA1. The input may be drag
input. The external terminal 200 receives input of drag-
ging at least one of music files ML2 displayed in the sec-
ond area 251a to the second shared area SA2.
[0250] Referring to FIG. 18, the controller 180 displays,

in the first shared area SA1, a play list including shared
content ML 12 of the mobile terminal 100 and shared
content ML21 and ML22 of the external terminal 200.
[0251] The controller 180 of the mobile terminal 100
may display content such that the content is visually dis-
criminated in order to recognize the source of the content.
For example, the mobile terminal 100 can display content
included in the first shared area SA1 differently according
to whether the source of the content is the mobile terminal
100 or the external terminal 200 such that the user can
intuitively recognize the source of the content. The ex-
ternal terminal 200 may operate in the same manner.
[0252] The controller 180 can also display, in the first
shared area SA1, a control area for controlling playback
of the content included in the play list in addition to the
play list.
[0253] Upon reception of input of playing specific con-
tent included in the play list through the control area, the
controller 180 can commonly play the specific content in
the mobile terminal 100 and the external terminal 200.
[0254] When the input of playing the specific content
is received, the controller 180 can control the audio output
unit 152 of the mobile terminal 100 to be connected to
the audio output unit (e.g. speaker or earphone) of the
external terminal 200 so as to output sounds according
to playback of the specific content according to combi-
nation of the mobile terminal 100 and the external termi-
nal 200.
[0255] Referring to FIG. 19, contact between the mo-
bile terminal 100 and the external terminal 200 is termi-
nated while playback of the specific content is shared
through the first shared area SA1, the controller 180 can
display a list of shared playback content on the touch-
screen 151. The external terminal 200 may operate in
the same manner.
[0256] In addition, the controller 180 can store a record
of a predetermined play list shared through contact with
the external terminal 200. When the mobile terminal 100
is brought into contact with the same external terminal
again after the contact is terminated, the record may be
used through the shared area.
[0257] Next, FIGS. 20A to 21 are views illustrating an
operation of the mobile terminal when the second em-
bodiment of the present invention is applied to an exam-
ple of sharing an application. Referring to FIG. 20A, the
mobile terminal 100 may display the homescreen on the
touchscreen 151. The homescreen may display at least
one application that can be executed in the mobile ter-
minal 100 and widget icons. Upon sensing lateral contact
with the external terminal 200, the controller 180 can dis-
play the first shared area SA1 on the touchscreen 151.
[0258] Referring to FIG. 20B, the controller 180 can
display a pop-up window P1 for inquiring whether to ex-
ecute an application sharing function in the first shared
area SA1. The external terminal 200 in contact with the
mobile terminal 100 may operate in the same manner.
[0259] Referring to FIG. 20C, the controller 180 can
display, in the first shared area SA1, at least one appli-
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cation 61 installed in the external terminal 200, from
among applications available in the mobile terminal 100.
The external terminal 200 may operate in the same man-
ner.
[0260] The controller 180 of the mobile terminal 100
may display applications A11, A12 and A13 other than
the common application 61 in the second area 151a. The
external terminal 200 may also display applications A21,
A22 and A23 other than the common application 62 in
the second area 251a.
[0261] While the common application 61 is respective-
ly displayed in the first shared area SA1 and the second
shared area SA2 in FIG. 20C, the common application
61 may be displayed in one shared area including the
first and second shared areas SA1 and SA2.
[0262] Referring to FIG. 20D, upon reception of input
of dragging the specific application A13 displayed in the
second area 151a to the first shared area SA1, the con-
troller 180 can control the specific application A14 to be
shared by the external terminal 200.
[0263] More specifically, referring to FIG. 20E, the con-
troller 180 can display a virtual application A13’ corre-
sponding to the shared application A13 in the second
area 251a of the external terminal 200. The virtual appli-
cation A13’ may be mapped to a link address for installing
the specific application A13.
[0264] Referring to FIG. 21, upon reception of input of
selecting the virtual application A13’, the external termi-
nal 200 may install the specific application A13.
[0265] When the virtual application A13’ is displayed,
as shown in FIGS. 20E and 21, and input of dragging the
specific application A13 to the first shared area SA1 is
received, as shown in FIG. 20D, without a process of
selecting the virtual application 13’, the controller 180
can control the specific application A13 to be automati-
cally installed in the external terminal 200.
[0266] FIGS. 22A to 22D are views illustrating an op-
eration of the mobile terminal when the second embod-
iment of the present invention is applied to an example
of sharing a text. Referring to FIG. 22A, the mobile ter-
minal 100 may execute a text file 71 including predeter-
mined texts.
[0267] The controller 180 can display the first shared
area SA1 on the touchscreen 151 upon sensing lateral
contact between the mobile terminal 100 and the external
terminal 200.
[0268] Referring to FIG. 22B, the controller 180 can
display, in the first shared area SA1, a pop-up window
P1 for inquiring whether to execute a text view function.
The external terminal 200 in contact with the mobile ter-
minal 100 may operate in the same manner.
[0269] Referring to FIG. 22C, the controller 180 can
display, in the first shared area SA1, at least one text file
64 present in the external terminal 200, from among text
files 63 that can be used in the mobile terminal 100. The
external terminal 200 may operate in the same manner.
[0270] Upon reception of input of dragging a specific
text file 71 from among the at least one common text file

64 to the first shared area SA1, the controller 180 of the
mobile terminal 100 may display the specific text file 71
in the second area 151 a of the touchscreen 151. The
specific text file 71 may also be displayed in the second
area 251 a of the touchscreen of the external terminal
200.
[0271] Referring to FIG. 22D, the controller 180 can
perform operation of editing the text file 71 displayed in
the second area 151a of the touchscreen 151. For ex-
ample, predetermined handwriting input 73 can be ap-
plied to the text file 71. In this instance, the controller 180
of the mobile terminal 100 may control the handwriting
input 73 to be displayed on the external terminal 200.
[0272] The external terminal 200 may separately store
the edited text file. Accordingly, the edited result of the
text file shared through contact between the mobile ter-
minal 100 and the external terminal 200 can be shared
more easily.
[0273] FIGS. 23A to 23C are views illustrating an op-
eration of the mobile terminal when the second embod-
iment of the present invention is applied to an example
of sharing a contact list. Referring to FIG. 23A, the mobile
terminal 100 may display a contact list CL1 stored in the
memory on the touchscreen 151.
[0274] The controller 180 can display the first shared
area SA1 on the touchscreen 151 upon sensing lateral
contact between the mobile terminal 100 and the external
terminal 200. The external terminal 200 may display a
contact list CL2 stored therein in the second area 251a
of the touchscreen thereof.
[0275] Referring to FIG. 23B, when the controller 180
receives input of dragging contact information 81 of a
specific person, included in the contact list CL1, to the
first shared area SA1, the controller 180 can display the
contact information 81’ of the specific person in the first
shared area SA1. The contact information 81’ of the spe-
cific person, displayed in the first shared area SA1, may
be a business card file of the specific person.
[0276] Referring to FIG. 23C, upon reception of input
of dragging the business file 81’ of the specific person,
displayed in the first shared area SA1, to the second
shared area SA2 of the external terminal 200, the con-
troller 180 controls the business file 81’ to be transmitted
to the external terminal 200 while being displayed in the
second shared area SA2.
[0277] The external terminal 200 may store contact in-
formation of the specific person, which corresponds to
the business file 81’, and add the contact information to
the contact list CL2. Accordingly, it is possible to easily
share contact information through contact between the
mobile terminal 100 and the external terminal 200.
[0278] FIG. 24 is a flowchart illustrating a method for
controlling the mobile terminal according to a third em-
bodiment of the present invention. The method for con-
trolling the mobile terminal according to the third embod-
iment of the present invention may be implemented in
the mobile terminal 100 described above with reference
to FIGS. 1 to 3. The third embodiment of the present
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invention may be implemented based on the first embod-
iment.
[0279] The third embodiment is implemented on the
assumption that the external terminal 200 coming into
contact with the mobile terminal 100 can perform the
same operations as those performed in the mobile ter-
minal 100. In the third embodiment of the present inven-
tion, galleries of the terminals are shared.
[0280] Specifically, the mobile terminal 100 and the ex-
ternal terminal 200 may store images captured using
cameras or images transmitted form external devices in
galleries. According to the third embodiment of the
present invention, the screens of the two terminals can
be combined into one large screen and predetermined
images stored in the galleries of the two terminals can
be displayed through the large screen upon contact be-
tween the mobile terminal 100 and the external terminal
200.
[0281] Referring to FIG. 24, the controller 180 of the
mobile terminal 100 can execute an application (e.g. a
gallery application) for displaying images and display a
specific image on the touchscreen 151 (S300). The con-
troller 180 can sense contact between one side of the
mobile terminal 100 and one side of the external terminal
200 (S310).
[0282] According to the third embodiment of the
present invention, contact may mean contact between
the entire sides of the two terminals or contact between
parts of the sides of the two terminals. The controller 180
can connect the mobile terminal 100 and the external
terminal 200 to each other such that data communication
can be performed therebetween while the two terminals
are in contact with each other (S320).
[0283] When the entire sides of the two terminals come
into contact with each other, the controller 180 can rec-
ognize the touchscreen 151 of the mobile terminal 100
and the touchscreen of the external terminal 200 as one
screen and control the specific image to be displayed on
the overall area of the touchscreen (S330).
[0284] FIGS. 25A and 25B are views illustrating an ex-
ample of using the full screen of the external terminal to
display a predetermined image when the mobile terminal
displaying the image comes into contact with the external
terminal according to the third embodiment of the present
invention.
[0285] Referring to FIG. 25B, the controller 180 of the
mobile terminal 100 may display a first image 91 on the
entire touchscreen 151 in a full view mode. When the
external terminal 200 comes into contact with the overall
side of the mobile terminal 100, the first image 91 dis-
played on the touchscreen 151 may be displayed over
the touchscreen (first touchscreen) of the mobile terminal
10 and the touchscreen (second touchscreen) of the ex-
ternal terminal 200. The controller 180 can control the
aspect ratio of the first image 91 and display the first
image 91 over the first and second touchscreens.
[0286] The controller 180 can display a download in-
dicator D1 in the portion of the first image 91, which is

displayed on the second touchscreen, such that the user
can intuitively recognize that the source of the first image
91 is the mobile terminal 100. Accordingly, upon recep-
tion of input of selecting the download indicator D1, the
controller 180 can control the first image 91 to be stored
in the external terminal 200.
[0287] FIGS. 26 and 27 are views illustrating an exam-
ple of turning images according to the third embodiment
of the present invention.
[0288] Referring to FIG. 26, the controller 180 can ar-
range images stored in the galleries of the mobile terminal
100 and the external terminal 200 on the basis of prede-
termined information and display the arranged image in
the shared area when the mobile terminal 100 and the
external terminal 200 come into contact with each other.
[0289] Here, the shared area is based on the assump-
tion that the first touchscreen 151 of the mobile terminal
100 and the second touchscreen of the external terminal
200 are recognized as a shared area. Upon reception of
flicking input applied to the shared area, the controller
180 can arrange the first image 91 stored in the mobile
terminal 100 and a second image 92 stored in the external
terminal 200 on the basis of predetermined information
and display the first image 91 and the second image 92
in the shared area in a scrolling manner.
[0290] The predetermined information may include an
image capture date, place and the like. In addition, the
controller 180 can display only content stored in the mo-
bile terminal 100 or only content stored in the external
terminal 200 in the shared area. Furthermore, the con-
troller 180 can display content stored in the mobile ter-
minal 100 and the external terminal 200 in the shared
area on the basis of predetermined information.
[0291] Referring to FIG. 27, the mobile terminal 100
may come into contact with a first external terminal 200
in contact with a second external terminal 300 and the
controller 180 can recognize screens of the terminals as
one large screen and control images to be displayed ther-
eon.
[0292] The next image or previous image of the cur-
rently displayed image may be displayed through touch
input applied to the edge 1001 of the first touchscreen
151 of the mobile terminal 100 and the edge 1002 of a
third touchscreen 251 of the second external terminal
200. For example, the previous image of the currently
displayed image can be displayed upon reception of
touch input applied to the edge 1001 of the first touch-
screen 151 and the next image of the currently displayed
image can be displayed on the touchscreens 151, 251
and 351 upon reception of touch input applied to the edge
1002 of the third touchscreen 351.
[0293] FIGS. 28A and 28B are views illustrating anoth-
er example of displaying an image on the screens of the
mobile terminal and the external terminal according to
the third embodiment of the present invention. In FIG.
25, the external terminal 200 comes into contact with the
mobile terminal 100 while the first image is displayed in
the full view mode on the first touchscreen 151 of the
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mobile terminal 100.
[0294] Referring to FIG. 28A, the first image 91 may
be adapted to the size of the first touchscreen 151 of the
mobile terminal 100 and displayed thereon rather than
being displayed in the full view mode. Referring to FIG.
28B, when the external terminal 200 comes into contact
with the mobile terminal 100, a plurality of images stored
in the mobile terminal 100 and the external terminal 200
may be displayed on the first touchscreen 151 of the mo-
bile terminal 100 and the second touchscreen 251 of the
external terminal 200 in an album view mode.
[0295] Referring to FIG. 28B, the controller 180 can
add the download indicator D1 to an image 93 from
among the images 91, 92 and 93 displayed on the first
touchscreen 151 such that the user can intuitively rec-
ognize that the source of the image 93 is the external
terminal 200. In addition, the controller 180 can add the
download indicator D1 to an image 95 from among im-
ages 94, 95 and 96 displayed on the second touchscreen
251 such that the user can intuitively recognize that the
source of the image 95 is the mobile terminal 100.
[0296] The third embodiment of the present invention
includes a case in which the external terminal 200 exe-
cutes an application other than the gallery application
before the external terminal 200 comes into contact with
the mobile terminal 100. In this instance, the external
terminal 200 may automatically execute the gallery ap-
plication upon contact with the mobile terminal 100 and
display a plurality of images stored in the gallery thereof
on the second touchscreen 151.
[0297] FIGS. 29A and 29B are views illustrating anoth-
er example of displaying an image according to the third
embodiment of the present invention. In particular, FIGS.
29A and 29B illustrate a gallery view function executed
when the entire sides of the mobile terminal 100 and the
external terminal 200 come into contact with each other.
[0298] Referring to FIG. 29A, the mobile terminal 100
may execute the gallery application to display a plurality
of stored images I1 to I12 on the touchscreen 151. Re-
ferring to FIG. 29B, when lateral contact between the
mobile terminal 100 and the external terminal 200 is
achieved while the images are displayed on the touch-
screen 151, the controller 180 can set the mobile terminal
100 as a master terminal and display images stored in
the master terminal 100 throughout the shared area SA.
Upon reception of flicking input applied to the image I1
displayed in the shared area SA, following images I2 and
I3 may be sequentially displayed in the shared area SA
in a sliding manner.
[0299] If the gallery application is also being executed
in the external terminal 200 before the mobile terminal
100 and the external terminal 200 come into contact with
each other, then a plurality of images stored in the gal-
leries of the two terminals can be arranged on the basis
of predetermined information and displayed through the
overall shared area SA.
[0300] FIGS. 30A to 30C are views illustrating another
example of displaying an image according to the third

embodiment of the present invention. Referring to FIG.
30A, the mobile terminal 100 may execute a camera ap-
plication and display a preview image PV1 on the touch-
screen 151. Lateral contact between the mobile terminal
100 and the external terminal 200 may be achieved while
the camera application is executed. The external terminal
200 coming into contact with the mobile terminal 100 may
display the homescreen thereof. Otherwise, the external
terminal 200 may execute an application other than the
camera application.
[0301] Referring to FIG. 30B, upon contact of the ex-
ternal terminal 200 with the mobile terminal 100 in the
state shown in FIG. 30A, the external terminal 200 may
also execute the camera application and thus the preview
image of the mobile terminal 100 may be extended to the
touchscreen of the external terminal 200.
[0302] Upon reception of input of capturing an image
while a preview image PV2 is displayed on the touch-
screens of the two terminals according to contact be-
tween the two terminals, the controller 180 can display
a thumbnail image Th2 corresponding to the captured
image on the touchscreen 151, as shown in FIG. 30C.
The captured image may also be stored in the external
terminal 200 (refer to Th2’ in FIG. 30C).
[0303] That is, an image can be captured using a large
screen by applying the method for controlling the mobile
terminal according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention to the image capture function. The external ter-
minal 200 may execute a function of sharing the screen
only without directly executing the camera application.
For example, upon contact between the mobile terminal
100 and the external terminal 200, the controller 180 can
extend the area in which a preview image according to
execution of the camera application is displayed to the
touchscreen of the external terminal 200.
[0304] FIG. 31 is a view illustrating an example of
changing an image display mode when the two terminals
come into contact with each other according to the third
embodiment of the present invention. Referring to FIG.
31, the controller 180 can switch image display modes
through a zoom-in command or a zoom-out command
with respect to the first touchscreen 151 and/or the sec-
ond touchscreen 251 while the mobile terminal 100 and
the external terminal 200 are in contact with each other.
[0305] For example, upon reception of zoom-out input
in the full view mode (first mode), the controller 180 can
control the first mode to be changed to a second mode
in which only one image is displayed on each terminal.
In addition, upon reception of zoom-out input in the sec-
ond mode, the controller 180 can control images dis-
played on the mobile terminal 100 and the external ter-
minal 200 to be displayed in the album view mode (third
mode). When zoom-in input is received, operations op-
posite to the aforementioned operations may be per-
formed.
[0306] FIG. 32 is a view illustrating an example of dis-
playing image sources when multiple pieces of content
are displayed on the overall shared area according to the
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third embodiment of the present invention. Referring to
FIG. 32, upon reception of flicking input applied to the
shared area in the album view mode (third mode), the
controller 180 can selectively change the position of the
download indicator D1 and display the download indica-
tor D1 in the changed position.
[0307] FIG. 33 is a view illustrating an example of per-
forming multi-tasking in each terminal while changing the
size of the shared area according to the third embodiment
of the present invention. Referring to FIG. 33(a), upon
contact between the mobile terminal 100 and the external
terminal 200 through the overall sides thereof, the spe-
cific image 91 may be displayed in the overall shared
area including the first touchscreen 151 and the second
touchscreen 251.
[0308] In this state, when the contact area decreases
according to sliding of the external terminal 200, the
shared area is also reduced. Accordingly, the controller
180 displays the specific image 91 in the first shared area
SA1 and the second shared area SA2. An application
executed through multi-tasking, other than the gallery ap-
plication, or an execution screen of the application may
be displayed in the areas 151a and 251a other than the
first and second shared areas SA1 and SA2 (FIG. 31(b)).
[0309] When the contact area of the two terminals is
further decreased, the first and second shared areas SA1
and SA2 may be used to display shared images 91, 92
and 93 and the remaining areas 151a and 251a may be
used for multi-tasking (e.g. image editing or a messenger
execution screen), as described above.
[0310] FIGS. 34 and 35 are views illustrating an exam-
ple of sharing content through sharing trays when the
content is displayed in the overall shared area according
to the third embodiment of the present invention. Refer-
ring to FIG. 34(a), upon reception of predetermined input,
the controller 180 can display a first sharing tray ST1 so
the first sharing tray ST1 slides from a side of the first
touchscreen 151.
[0311] The controller 180 can control a predetermined
image to be stored in a desired terminal by associating
the first sharing tray ST1 with the predetermined image.
[0312] Referring to FIG. 34(b), when the mobile termi-
nal 200, the first external terminal 200 and the third ex-
ternal terminal 300 are sequentially brought into contact
with each other to share the screens thereof, the control-
ler 180 can display a second sharing tray ST2 so the
second sharing tray ST2 slides from a side of the second
touchscreen 251 upon reception of predetermined touch
input applied to the first external terminal 200 located at
the center.
[0313] Referring to FIG. 35(a), upon reception of long
touch input applied to the specific image 93 while the
sharing trays ST1 and ST2 are displayed, the controller
180 can display the sharing trays ST1 and ST2 differently
such that the user can intuitively recognize the terminal
in which the specific image 93 will be stored.
[0314] Referring to FIG. 35(b), the controller 180 can
control a plurality of image to be stored in a desired ter-

minal by associating the first sharing tray ST1 with the
images. When contact between the mobile terminal 100
and the external terminal 200 is cancelled, content as-
sociated with the sharing tray ST1 may be stored in the
mobile terminal 100 through input of moving the associ-
ated content to the touchscreen 151 of the mobile termi-
nal 100.
[0315] FIG. 36 is a flowchart illustrating a method for
controlling the mobile terminal according to a fourth em-
bodiment of the present invention. The method for con-
trolling the mobile terminal according to the fourth em-
bodiment of the present invention may be implemented
in the mobile terminal 100 described above with refer-
ence to FIGS. 1 to 3. The fourth embodiment of the
present invention may be implemented based on the first
embodiment. Further, the fourth embodiment is imple-
mented on the assumption that the external terminal 200
coming into contact with the mobile terminal 100 can per-
form the same operations as those performed in the mo-
bile terminal 100.
[0316] Referring to FIG. 36, the controller 180 can
sense contact between one side of the mobile terminal
100 and one side of the external terminal 200 (S400) and
generate a data communication link between the two ter-
minals such that data communication can be performed
therebetween while the two terminals come into contact
with each other (S410).
[0317] The first to third embodiments of the present
invention describe a case in which the mobile terminal
100 and the external terminal vertically come into contact
with each other, whereas the fourth embodiment of the
present invention describes a case in which the mobile
terminal 100 and the external terminal horizontally come
into contact with each other.
[0318] FIG. 37 illustrates a display state before the mo-
bile terminal comes into contact with the external terminal
according to the fourth embodiment of the present inven-
tion. Referring to FIG. 37, the mobile terminal 100 may
display multiple pieces of content on the touchscreen
151. The external terminal 200 may display a video replay
of a predetermined video file on the touchscreen 251. In
this state, the two terminals may come into contact with
each other.
[0319] An example of sharing content according to the
fourth embodiment will now be described with reference
to FIGS. 38A to 38E. FIGS. 38A and 38B are views illus-
trating an example of sharing content through sharing
trays between two terminals coming into contact with
each other according to the fourth embodiment of the
present invention.
[0320] The controller 180 can receive input of respec-
tively generating the first and second sharing trays ST1
and ST2 in the mobile terminal 100 and the external ter-
minal 200 (S420). An example of the input of generating
the first and second sharing trays will now be described
with reference to FIG. 38A.
[0321] Referring to FIG. 38A, the controller 180 of the
mobile terminal 100 may receive drag input of extending
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touch input applied to the touchscreen 251 of the external
terminal 200 to the touchscreen 151 of the mobile termi-
nal 100.
[0322] That is, the start point of the drag input may
correspond to one point on the touchscreen 251 of the
external terminal 200. In addition, the drag input may be
seamlessly extended to one point on the touchscreen
151 of the mobile terminal 100.
[0323] Accordingly, the second sharing tray ST2 can
be generated on the touchscreen 251 of the external ter-
minal 200 and the first sharing tray ST1 can be generated
on the touchscreen 151 of the mobile terminal 100. Ac-
cording to the fourth embodiment of the present inven-
tion, content stored in each terminal can be shared with
the other terminal through predetermined gesture input
applied to the first and second sharing trays ST1 and ST2.
[0324] Referring to FIG. 38A, the first sharing tray ST1
may be overlaid on content displayed on the first touch-
screen 151 so as to be provided as a separate layer
through the gesture input. For example, the first sharing
tray ST1 may be displayed in a space generated as the
content displayed on the first touchscreen 151 is pushed
aside.
[0325] The portion of the touchscreen 151 of the mobile
terminal 100 other than the first sharing tray ST1 may be
regarded as the first area and the portion of the touch-
screen 251 of the external terminal 200 other than the
second sharing tray ST2 may be regarded as the first
area.
[0326] Referring to FIG. 36, the controller 180 can re-
ceive input of associating one or more pieces of content
C11 and C12 displayed on the first touchscreen 151 with
the first sharing tray ST1 (S430). Referring to FIG. 38B,
the input of associating the content C11 and C12 with
the first sharing tray ST1 may include input of dragging
the content C11 and C12 to the first sharing tray ST 1.
[0327] Referring to FIG. 38C, the controller 180 can
display the execution screen of a predetermined appli-
cation (e.g. note pad C13) on the first touchscreen 151.
The input of associating content with the sharing tray may
include input of touching a point on the execution screen
of the specific application and dragging the touch point
to the first sharing tray ST1.
[0328] Referring to FIGS. 38B and 38C, the content
C12 and C13 can be associated with the first sharing tray
ST1 according to the drag input. Referring to FIG. 36,
upon reception of predetermined input with respect to
the first sharing tray ST1 (S440), the controller 180 can
transmit content associated with the second sharing tray
ST2 to the second sharing tray ST3 (S450). Referring to
FIGS. 38D and 38E, predetermined input with respect to
the first sharing tray ST1 may be received.
[0329] The controller 180 can display the first sharing
tray ST1 as an entity having elasticity. Accordingly, the
controller 180 can receive touch input of expanding at
least part of the entity ST1 to a direction opposite to the
external terminal 200 and then returning the expanded
entity ST1 to the original position thereof. The controller

180 can transmit the associated content to the second
sharing tray ST2 of the external terminal 200 when the
extended entity ST1 is returned to the original position
thereof.
[0330] As the first sharing tray ST1 is displayed as an
entity having elasticity, the user can transmit the content
C11, C12 and C13 associated with the first sharing tray
ST1 to the external terminal 200 through gesture input
of expanding the first sharing tray ST1 and then flicking
the expanded first sharing tray ST1 to the external ter-
minal 200.
[0331] When the predetermined gesture input is re-
leased, the controller 180 can control the first sharing
tray ST1 to disappear. The second sharing stray ST2 of
the external terminal 200 may include the content C11,
C12 and C13 previously present in the mobile terminal
200 according to the predetermined gesture input.
[0332] The controller 180 can display a download key
D3 for determining whether to download content along
with the content C11, C12 and C 13 in the second sharing
key ST2. The external terminal 200 may determine
whether to download the content C11, C12 and C13
transmitted thereto through the download key D3.
[0333] Next, FIGS. 39A and 39B are views illustrating
an operation of the mobile terminal when content to be
shared is redundant content according to the fourth em-
bodiment of the present invention.
[0334] According to the fourth embodiment of the
present invention, when predetermined content is shared
with the external terminal 200 through the first sharing
tray ST1, display characteristics of the first and second
sharing trays ST1 and ST2 may be changed such that
the user can intuitively recognize that the content to be
shared is content previously present in the external ter-
minal 200 or a redundant file associated with the first
sharing tray ST1.
[0335] Referring to FIG. 39A, upon reception of long
touch input applied to specific content C 14, the controller
180 can determine whether the specific content C 14 is
already present in the external terminal 200. The control-
ler 180 can control an animation effect of changing the
color of the second sharing tray ST2 of the external ter-
minal 200 to be applied to the second sharing tray ST2
upon determining that the specific content C14 is already
present in the external terminal.
[0336] For example, the controller 180 can display, on
the touchscreen 151, a pop-up window P4 which indi-
cates that the specific content C 14 is content already
associated with the first sharing tray ST 1.
[0337] Referring to FIG. 39B, upon reception of input
of dragging the specific content C14 to the first sharing
tray ST1, the controller 180 can provide animation effect
to the content C14 such that the content C14 is blocked
while moving to the first sharing tray ST1. Accordingly,
the controller 180 can provide a user interface for avoid-
ing redundant sharing of content.
[0338] The example of sharing an image displayed on
the mobile terminal 100 with the external terminal 200
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through the sharing trays has been described. However,
content shared in the present invention is not limited to
the image. For example, content to be shared may be a
video file provided in streaming form.
[0339] FIGS. 40A and 40B are views illustrating an ex-
ample of a shared video file according to the fourth em-
bodiment of the present invention when content to be
shared is the video file. Referring to FIGS. 40A and 40B,
the controller 180 can reproduce a predetermined video
file C1 in a streaming manner. Upon reception of input
of dragging the reproduced image of the video file to the
first sharing tray ST1, the controller 180 can display a
thumbnail image C1’ of the video file on the first sharing
tray ST1.
[0340] Then, the controller 180 can transmit the thumb-
nail image C1’ of the video file to the second sharing tray
ST2 upon reception of the gesture input described above
with reference to FIG. 38D.
[0341] When the download key D3 displayed on the
second sharing tray ST2 of the external terminal 200 is
selected, the controller 180 can transmit a link address
provided by the video file C1 to the external terminal 200.
The external terminal 200 may display, on the touch-
screen 251 thereof, a pop-up window P4 indicating that
the link address is being accessed.
[0342] FIGS. 41A and 41B are views illustrating a
change in the size of the shared area according to a
change in the contact area of the mobile terminal and at
least one external terminal according to the fourth em-
bodiment of the present invention.
[0343] Referring to FIG. 41A, the mobile terminal 100
may come into contact with the first external terminal 200
and the second external terminal 300. Specifically, one
side of the mobile terminal 100 may come into contact
with one side of the first external terminal 200 and another
side of the mobile terminal 100 may come into contact
with one side of the second external terminal 300. In ad-
dition, at least part of the side of the first external terminal
200 may come into contact with another side of the sec-
ond external terminal 300. Thus, the mobile terminal 100
can come into contact with the first external terminal 200
and the second external terminal 300.
[0344] The contact portions of the three terminals may
be respectively referred to as first, second and third shar-
ing trays ST1, ST2 and ST3. Accordingly, the mobile ter-
minal 100 may associate one or more pieces of content
with the first sharing tray ST1, and then share the asso-
ciated content with the first external terminal 200 upon
reception of the predetermined gesture input described
above with reference to FIG. 38, that is, gesture input of
flipping the first sharing tray ST1 to the first external ter-
minal 200.
[0345] In addition, the controller 180 can share the as-
sociated content with the second external terminal 300
upon reception of gesture input of flipping the first sharing
tray ST1 to the second external terminal 300.
[0346] According to the fourth embodiment of the
present invention, the areas of the sharing trays of the

terminals can be changed by controlling the contact ar-
eas of the terminals to be different from one another, as
described in the aforementioned embodiments.
[0347] Referring to FIG. 41B, when the second exter-
nal terminal 300 is slid to the left in the state of FIG. 41A,
contact between the mobile terminal 10 and the second
external terminal 300 is cancelled and contact between
the first external terminal and the second external termi-
nal 300 may be maintained with a minimized contact area
therebetween. Even In this instance, the three terminals
100, 200 and 300 can maintain a data link for sharing
content.
[0348] The third sharing tray ST3 of the second exter-
nal terminal 300 may be minimized and the remaining
touchscreen area 351 may be maximized. The second
external terminal 300 may perform multi-tasking through
the touchscreen 351. For example, the second external
terminal 300 can execute a predetermined messenger
application C3 In addition, simultaneously, maintain the
mode of sharing content with the mobile terminal 100 and
the first external terminal 200.
[0349] FIG. 42 is a flowchart illustrating a method for
controlling the mobile terminal according to a fifth em-
bodiment of the present invention and FIG. 43 is a view
illustrating the fifth embodiment of the present invention.
[0350] The method for controlling the mobile terminal
according to the fifth embodiment of the present invention
may be implemented in the mobile terminal 100 de-
scribed above with reference to FIGS. 1 to 3. The fifth
embodiment of the present invention may be implement-
ed based on the first embodiment.
[0351] The fifth embodiment is implemented on the as-
sumption that the external terminal 200 coming into con-
tact with the mobile terminal 100 can perform the same
operations as those performed in the mobile terminal
100.
[0352] Referring to FIGS. 42 and 43, the controller 180
can sense contact between one side of the mobile ter-
minal 100 and one side of the external terminal 200
(S500).
[0353] The touchscreen 151 of the mobile terminal 100
and the second touchscreen 251 of the external terminal
200 may be recognized as one screen TS when one side
of the mobile terminal 100 comes into contact with one
side of the external terminal 200 (S510).
[0354] Upon recognition of the first touchscreen 151
and the second touchscreen 251 as one screen TS, the
controller 180 of the mobile terminal 100 may control dis-
play of the second touchscreen 251 through touch input
applied to the first touchscreen 151. In addition, the con-
troller 180 can recognize touch input applied to the sec-
ond touchscreen 251 and respond to the touch input.
[0355] The touchscreen TS is obtained by physically
seamlessly connecting the first touchscreen 151 and the
second touchscreen 251 when one side of the mobile
terminal 100 comes into contact with one side of the ex-
ternal terminal 200, and thus one image may be naturally
displayed through the first touchscreen 151 and the sec-
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ond touchscreen 251.
[0356] The controller 180 can display a specific image
C10 on the touchscreen TS (S520). The controller 180
can receive predetermined input with respect to the spe-
cific image C10. Contact between the mobile terminal
100 and the external terminal may be cancelled upon
reception of the predetermined input (S530).
[0357] The predetermined input may include touch in-
put applied to the first touchscreen 151 of the mobile
terminal 100 or the second touchscreen 251 of the ex-
ternal terminal 200. Furthermore, the predetermined in-
put may include input of selecting a predetermined menu
while the specific image C10 is displayed on the touch-
screen TS.
[0358] Upon cancellation of contact between the mo-
bile terminal 100 and the external terminal 200, the con-
troller 180 can segment the specific image C10 into a
first image C11 displayed on the first touchscreen 151
and a second image C12 displayed on the second touch-
screen 251 (S540).
[0359] Image segmentation is an example of an editing
process. Accordingly, various editing processes in addi-
tion to image segmentation may be applied to the first
image C11 and the second image C12 upon termination
of contact between the two terminals.
[0360] While the specific image C10 shown in FIG. 43
is symmetrical on the basis of the contact face of the two
terminals, the present invention is not limited thereto and
the specific image C10 may be any image that can be
displayed as one image.
[0361] The controller 180 can store the first image C11
in the mobile terminal 100 and store the second image
C12 in the external terminal 200 (S550). The controller
180 can control the first image C11 to be displayed on
the first touchscreen 151 and control the second image
C12 to be displayed on the second touchscreen 251 of
the external terminal 200.
[0362] Furthermore, the controller 180 can control the
first image C11 to be set as a lock screen of the mobile
terminal 100 and displayed on the first touchscreen 151
in the lock state upon termination of contact between the
mobile terminal 100 and the external terminal 200.
[0363] In addition, the external terminal 200 may con-
trol the second image C12 to be set as a lock screen
thereof and displayed on the second touchscreen 251 in
the lock state upon cancellation of contact between the
mobile terminal 100 and the external terminal 200.
[0364] The controller 180 can set the first image C11
as the homescreen of the mobile terminal 100 upon can-
cellation of contact between the mobile terminal 100 and
the external terminal 200. The external terminal 200 may
perform the same operation.
[0365] Thus, according to at least one of embodiments
of the present invention, it is possible to easily share con-
tent of two terminals therebetween through a touch-
screen area shared through physical contact between
the terminals.
[0366] In addition, according to at least one of embod-

iments of the present invention, it is possible to easily
use content through a large screen by using touch-
screens of the two terminals as one screen according to
physical contact between the two terminals.
[0367] Furthermore, according to at least one of em-
bodiments of the present invention, it is possible to use
content in various manners in the mobile terminal accord-
ing to physical contact between the two terminals and
cancellation of contact.
[0368] The first to fifth embodiments of the present in-
vention may be independently implemented or one or
more thereof may be combined and implemented.
[0369] Various embodiments may be implemented us-
ing a machine-readable medium having instructions
stored thereon for execution by a processor to perform
various methods presented herein. Examples of possible
machine-readable mediums include HDD(Hard Disk
Drive), SSD(Solid State Disk), SDD(Silicon Disk Drive),
ROM, RAM, CD-ROM, a magnetic tape, a floppy disk,
an optical data storage device, the other types of storage
mediums presented herein, and combinations thereof. If
desired, the machine-readable medium may be realized
in the form of a carrier wave (for example, a transmission
over the Internet). The processor may include the con-
troller 180 of the mobile terminal.
[0370] The foregoing embodiments are merely and are
not to be considered as limiting the present invention.
The present teachings can be readily applied to other
types of methods and apparatuses. This description is
intended to be illustrative, and not to limit the scope of
the claims. Many alternatives, modifications, and varia-
tions will be apparent to those skilled in the art. The fea-
tures, structures, methods, and other characteristics of
the embodiments described herein may be combined in
various ways to obtain additional and/or alternative em-
bodiments.
[0371] As the present features may be embodied in
several forms without departing from the characteristics
thereof, it should also be understood that the above-de-
scribed embodiments are not limited by any of the details
of the foregoing description, unless otherwise specified,
but rather should be considered broadly within its scope
as defined in the appended claims, and therefore all
changes and modifications that fall within the metes and
bounds of the claims, or equivalents of such metes and
bounds, are therefore intended to be embraced by the
appended claims.

Claims

1. A mobile terminal(100), comprising:

a body;
a touchscreen provided to a front and extending
to side of the body and configured to display
content; and
a controller(180) configured to:
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detect one side of the body comes into con-
tact with one side of an external termi-
nal(200),
display a first area(SA1 in FIG.5) on the
touchscreen corresponding to a contact ar-
ea(CA in FIG.5) of the body and the external
terminal(200) and a second area(151a in
FIG.5) including the content(C1,C2 in
FIG.5),
receive an input of moving the content dis-
played in the second area(151a) to the first
area(SA1),
display the content in the first area(SA1),
and
share the content in the first area(SA1) with
the external terminal(200).

2. The mobile terminal of claim 1, wherein the first ar-
ea(SA1) includes a first shared area(SA1) included
in the touchscreen and a second shared area(SA2)
extended to a touchscreen of the external termi-
nal(200) sharing the contact area(CA) with the first
shared area(SA1), and
wherein the controller(180) is further configured to
control the first shared area(SA1) and the second
shared area(SA1) as one overall shared area(SA).

3. The mobile terminal of claim 2, wherein the controller
is further configured to:

receive a predetermined input applied to the
content displayed in the first area, and
magnify and display the content in the overall
shared area including the first shared area and
the second shared area,
wherein the controller is further configured to
display multiple shared pieces of content in the
shared area when a plurality of zoom-out inputs
is sequentially input for the content displayed in
the overall shared area.

4. The mobile terminal of claim 2 or 3, wherein the input
of moving the content to the first area includes at
least one of a drag input of moving the content to the
first shared area, a drag input of moving the content
to the second shared area, and a drag input of mov-
ing content displayed in the first shared area to the
second shared area.

5. The mobile terminal as claimed in any one of claims
2 to 4, wherein the controller is further configured to
add a download indicator to the content when the
content displayed in the first shared area is not con-
tent stored in the mobile terminal.

6. The mobile terminal as claimed in any one of claims
1 to 5, wherein the controller is further configured to
control sizes of the first and second areas according

to a length of a sliding contact surface between the
body and the external terminal when the one side of
the body and the one side of the external terminal
come into contact with each other in a sliding man-
ner.

7. The mobile terminal as claimed in any one of claims
1 to 6, wherein the controller is further configured to
execute a predetermined application through the
second area irrespective of the sharing the content
through the first area.

8. The mobile terminal as claimed in any one of claims
1 to 7, wherein the content displayed in the second
area includes at least one of a still image, multimedia
content including a video or a reproducible music
file, an application, a text file and a contact list.

9. The mobile terminal as claimed in any one of claims
1 to 8, further comprising:

a radio communication unit,
wherein the mobile terminal and the external ter-
minal are connected such that data communi-
cation is performed therebetween through the
radio communication unit while the mobile ter-
minal and the external terminal are in contact
with each other, when the one side of the body
and the one side of the external terminal come
into contact with each other.

10. The mobile terminal of claim 2, wherein the controller
is further configured to share content associated with
a specific application through the shared area when
the mobile terminal comes into contact with the ex-
ternal terminal during execution of the specific ap-
plication,
wherein the controller is further configured to control
the specific application to be executed in the external
terminal.

11. The mobile terminal of claim 10, wherein the control-
ler is further configured to display at least one appli-
cation commonly installed in the mobile terminal and
the external terminal in the first shared area and the
second shared area.

12. The mobile terminal of claim 2, wherein the controller
is further configured to execute a first application for
displaying one or more images and to control a spe-
cific image from among the one or more images to
be displayed in the overall shared area when the one
side of the mobile terminal comes into contact with
the one side of the external terminal while the specific
image is displayed on the touchscreen.

13. The mobile terminal of claim 12, wherein the contact
area of the mobile terminal and the external terminal
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corresponds to the overall side of the mobile terminal
and the overall side of the external terminal,
wherein the controller is further configured to arrange
a first image stored in the mobile terminal and a sec-
ond image stored in the external terminal based on
predetermined information and to display the first
and second images in the overall shared area in a
scrolling manner, upon reception of flicking input ap-
plied to the shared area.

14. The mobile terminal of claim 2, wherein the controller
is further configured to seamlessly display a first im-
age output through a touchscreen provided to the
side of the body and a second image output through
a touchscreen included in the external terminal when
the content is displayed in the overall shared area.

15. A method for controlling a mobile terminal, the meth-
od comprising:

detecting one side of a body of the mobile ter-
minal comes into contact with one side of an
external terminal;
displaying, via a touchscreen of the mobile ter-
minal, a first area corresponding to a contact
area of the body and the external terminal and
a second area including the content;
receiving, via a controller of the mobile terminal,
an input of moving the content displayed in the
second area to the first area;
displaying the content in the first area of the
touchscreen; and
sharing, via the controller, the content in the first
area with the external terminal.
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