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(54) Two-plane optical code reader for acquisition of multiple views of an object

(57) An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) forms
images of an optical code on an object (20). The reader
(80,150,180,210) comprises first and second viewing
surfaces generally transverse to one another. The sur-
faces bound a viewing volume (64) in which the object
(20) may be imaged. The reader (80,150,180,210) also
comprises a set of one or more imagers (60) positioned
on an opposite side of one or more of the first and second
viewing surfaces relative to the viewing volume (64), and

oriented and configured to capture images of the object
(20) from at least three different views (62). Each of the
views (62) passes through one of said first and second
viewing surfaces. At least one of said views (62) passes
through the first viewing surface, and at least one of said
views (62) passes through the second viewing surface.
The reader (80,150,180,210) also comprises at least one
mirror (130), off which is reflected at least one of the
views (62).
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Description

Related Applications

[0001] This application claims priority to (A) U.S. pro-
visional patent application no. 61/140,930, entitled "Op-
tical Code Reader Having Compact Arrangement for Ac-
quisition of Multiple Views of an Object," filed December
26, 2008; (B) U.S. application no. 12/370,497, filed Feb-
ruary 12, 2009, entitled "Systems and Methods for Form-
ing a Composite Image of Multiple Portions of an Object
From Multiple Perspectives," which claims priority under
35 U.S.C. § 119 to (1) U.S. provisional application no.
61/028,164, filed February 12, 2008, with the same title
and (2) United States provisional application no.
61/140,930; (C) U.S. patent application no. 12/645,984,
filed December 23, 2009, entitled "Data Reader Having
Compact Arrangement For Acquisition of Multiple Views
of an Object"; (D) U.S. patent application no. 12/646,794
filed December 23, 2009, entitled "Monolithic Mirror
Structure for Use in a Multi-Perspective Optical Code
Reader"; and (E) U.S. patent application no. 12/646,829,
entitled "Two-Plane Optical Code Reader for Acquisition
of Multiple Views of an Object." The disclosures of the
foregoing applications are incorporated herein by refer-
ence in their entireties.

Technical Field

[0002] The field of this disclosure relates generally to
imaging, and more particularly but not exclusively to
reading of optical codes (e.g., bar codes).

Background Information

[0003] Optical codes encode useful, optically-readable
information about the items to which they are attached
or otherwise associated. Perhaps the best known exam-
ple of an optical code is the bar code. Bar codes are
ubiquitously found on or associated with objects of vari-
ous types, such as the packaging of retail, wholesale,
and inventory goods; retail product presentation whether
the identification be to a class of objects (e.g., containers
of milk) or a unique item (e.g., U.S. Pat. No. 7,201,322).
[0004] Bar codes include alternating bars (i.e., relative-
ly dark areas) and spaces (i.e., relatively light areas). The
pattern of alternating bars and spaces and the widths of
those bars and spaces represent a string of binary ones
and zeros, wherein the width of any particular bar or
space is an integer multiple of a specified minimum width,
which is called a "module" or "unit." Thus, to decode the
information, a bar code reader must be able to reliably
discern the pattern of bars and spaces, such as by de-
termining the locations of edges demarking adjacent bars
and spaces from one another, across the entire length
of the bar code.
[0005] Bar codes are just one example of the many
types of optical codes in use today. Bar codes are an

example of a one-dimensional or linear optical code, as
the information is encoded in one direction - the direction
perpendicular to the bars and spaces. Higher-dimension-
al optical codes, such as, two-dimensional matrix codes
(e.g., MaxiCode) or stacked codes (e.g., PDF 417), which
are also sometimes referred to as "bar codes," are also
used for various purposes.
[0006] An imager-based reader utilizes a camera or
imager to generate electronic image data (typically in dig-
ital form) of an optical code. The image data is then proc-
essed to find and decode the optical code. For example,
virtual scan line techniques are known techniques for dig-
itally processing an image containing an optical code by
looking across an image along a plurality of lines, typically
spaced apart and at various angles, somewhat like a la-
ser beam’s scan pattern in a laser-based scanner.
[0007] Imager-based readers often can only form im-
ages from one perspective - usually that of a normal vec-
tor out of the face of the imager. Such imager-based read-
ers therefore provide only a single point of view, which
may limit the ability of the reader to recognize an optical
code in certain circumstances. For example, because
the viewing volume of an imager-based reader is typically
conical in shape, attempting to read a bar code or other
image in close proximity to the scanning window (reading
"on the window") may be less effective than with a basket-
type laser scanner. Also, when labels are oriented such
that the illumination source is reflected directly into the
imager, the imager may fail to read properly due to uni-
form reflection washing out the desired image entirely,
or the imager may fail to read properly due to reflection
from a textured specular surface washing out one or more
elements. This effect may cause reading of shiny labels
to be problematic at particular reflective angles. In addi-
tion, labels oriented at extreme acute angles relative to
the imager may not be readable. Lastly, the optical code
may be oriented on the opposite side of the package,
being hidden from view of the imager by the package
itself.
[0008] Thus, better performance could result from tak-
ing images from multiple perspectives. A few imager-
based readers that generate multiple perspectives are
known. One such reader is disclosed in the present as-
signee’s U.S. Patent No. 7,398,927, in the names of in-
ventors Olmstead et al., which discloses an embodiment
having two cameras to collect two images from two dif-
ferent perspectives for the purpose of mitigating specular
reflection. U.S. Patent No. 6,899,272, issued on May 31,
2005, discloses one embodiment that utilizes two inde-
pendent sensor arrays pointed in different orthogonal di-
rections to collect image data from different sides of a
package. Unfortunately, multiple-camera imager-based
readers that employ spatially separated cameras require
multiple circuit boards and/or mounting hardware and
space for associated optical components which can in-
crease the expense of the reader, complicate the phys-
ical design, and increase the size of the reader. Another
embodiment according to the ’272 patent utilizes a single
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camera pointed at a moveable mirror that can switch be-
tween two positions to select one of two different imaging
directions. Additionally, the present assignee’s U.S. Pat-
ent No. 5,814,803, issued to Olmstead et al. on Septem-
ber 29, 1998, depicts in its Figure 62 a kaleidoscope tun-
nel formed from two mirrored surfaces, resulting in eight
different, rotated versions of the same barcode from an
object on a single imager.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0009]

Figure 1 is an illustration of an exemplary six-sided
box-shaped object that may be passed through a
viewing volume of an optical code reader.

Figures 2A-2D are illustrations of cameras posi-
tioned to capture direct perspectives looking into a
viewing volume.

Figures 3A-3D are respective side, isometric, front,
and top views of an optical code reader capable of
capturing multiple views from different perspectives,
according to one embodiment.

Figure 3E is a side view of mirrors reflecting a top
upper perspective of a view volume along an image
path to an imager of the optical code reader of Fig-
ures 3A-3D, showing the image path and view vol-
ume with shading lines.

Figure 3F is a top view of mirrors reflecting a left
upper perspective of a view volume along an image
path to an imager of the optical code reader of Fig-
ures 3A-3D, showing the image path and view vol-
ume with shading lines.

Figure 3G is a top view of mirrors reflecting a right
upper perspective of a view volume along an image
path to an imager of the optical code reader of Fig-
ures 3A-3D, showing the image path and view vol-
ume with shading lines.

Figure 3H is a front view of mirrors reflecting a left
lower perspective of a view volume along an image
path to an imager of the optical code reader of Fig-
ures 3A-3D, and showing the image path and view
volume with shading lines.

Figure 3I is a front view of mirrors reflecting a right
lower perspective of a view volume along an image
path to an imager of the optical code reader of Fig-
ures 3A-3D, and showing the image path and view
volume with shading lines.

Figure 3J is a side view of mirrors reflecting a back
lower perspective of a view volume along an image

path to an imager of the optical code reader of Fig-
ures 3A-3D, showing the image path and view vol-
ume with shading lines.

Figure 3K is an isometric view of multiple image
paths and respective multiple perspective view vol-
umes that form a cumulative view volume of the op-
tical code reader of Figures 3A-3D.

Figures 4A-4D are respective side, isometric, front,
and top views of an optical code reader capable of
capturing multiple views from different perspectives,
according to another embodiment.

Figure 4E is a side view of mirrors reflecting an upper
perspective of a view volume along an image path
to an imager of the optical code reader of Figures
4A-4D, showing the image path and view volume
with shading lines.

Figure 4F is a diagram of an image field of the hor-
izontal imager in the optical code reader of Figures
4A-4D, divided into three regions to capture separate
views.

Figure 4G is a diagram of another image field of the
horizontal imager in the optical code reader of Fig-
ures 4A-4D, divided into three alternative regions to
capture separate views.

Figure 4H is a front view of mirrors reflecting a left
lower perspective of a view volume along an image
path of the optical code reader of Figures 4A-4D,
showing the image path and view volume with shad-
ing lines.

Figure 4I is a front view of mirrors reflecting a right
lower perspective of a view volume along an image
path to an image of an the optical code reader of
Figures 4A-4D, showing the image path and view
volume with shading lines.

Figure 4J is a side view of mirrors reflecting a back
lower perspective of a view volume along an image
path to an imager of the optical code reader of Fig-
ures 4A-4D, showing the image path and view vol-
ume with shading lines.

Figure 4K is an isometric view of a compound mirror
structure used with the horizontal imager in the op-
tical code reader of Figures 4A-4D.

Figure 4L is an isometric view of multiple image paths
and respective multiple perspective view volumes
that form a cumulative view volume of the optical
code reader of Figures 4A-4D.

Figures 5A-5D are respective side, isometric, front,
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and top views of an optical code reader capable of
capturing multiple views from different perspectives,
according to another embodiment.

Figure 5E is a map of an image field of the vertical
imager in the optical code reader of Figures 5A-5D,
divided into three regions to capture separate views.

Figure 5F is a side view of a mirror reflecting a top
upper perspective of a view volume along an image
path to an imager of the optical code reader of Fig-
ures 5A-5D, showing the image path and view vol-
ume with shading lines.

Figure 5G is a top view of mirrors reflecting a left
upper perspective of a view volume along an image
path to an imager of the optical code reader of Fig-
ures 5A-5D, showing the image path and view vol-
ume with shading lines.

Figure 5H is a top view of mirrors reflecting a right
upper perspective of a view volume along an image
path to an imager of the optical code reader of Fig-
ures 5A-5D, showing the image path and view vol-
ume with shading lines.

Figure 5I is an isometric view of a compound mirror
structure used with the vertical imager in the optical
code reader of Figures 5A-5D.

Figure 5J is a map of an image field of the horizontal
imager in the optical code reader of Figures 5A-5D,
divided into three regions to capture separate views.

Figure 5K is a front view of mirrors reflecting a left
lower perspective of a view volume along an image
path to an imager of the optical code reader of Fig-
ures 5A-5D, showing the image path and view vol-
ume with shading lines.

Figure 5L is a front view of mirrors reflecting a right
lower perspective of a view volume along an image
path to an image of the optical code reader of Figures
5A-5D, showing the image path and view volume
with shading lines.

Figure 5M is a side view of mirrors reflecting a back
lower perspective of a view volume along an image
path to an imager of the optical code reader of Fig-
ures 5A-5D, showing the image path and view vol-
ume with shading lines.

Figure 5N is an isometric view of a compound mirror
structure used with the horizontal imager in the op-
tical code reader of Figures 5A-5D.

Figure 5O is an isometric view of multiple image
paths and respective multiple perspective view vol-

umes that form a cumulative view volume of the op-
tical code reader of Figures 5A-5D.

Figures 6A-6D are respective side, isometric, front,
and top views of an optical code reader capable of
capturing multiple views from different perspectives,
according to another embodiment.

Figure 6E is a map of an image field of the imager
in the optical code reader of Figures 6A-6D, divided
into three regions to capture separate views.

Figure 6F is a side view of a mirror reflecting an upper
perspective of a view volume along an image path
to an imager of the optical code reader of Figures
6A-6D, showing the image path and view volume
with shading lines.

Figure 6G is a front view of mirrors reflecting a left
lower perspective of a view volume along an image
path to an imager of the optical code reader of Fig-
ures 6A-6D, showing the image path and view vol-
ume with shading lines.

Figure 6H is a front view of mirrors reflecting a right
lower perspective of a view volume along an image
path to an imager of the optical code reader of Fig-
ures 6A-6D, showing the image path and view vol-
ume with shading lines.

Figure 6I is an isometric view of a compound mirror
structure used in the optical code reader of Figures
6A-6D.

Figure 6J is an isometric view of multiple image paths
and respective multiple perspective view volumes
that form a cumulative view volume of the optical
code reader of Figures 6A-6D.

Figure 6K is an isometric view of an optical code
reader capable of capturing views from different per-
spectives, according to an alternative embodiments.

Figure 6L is a map of an image field of the imager
of Figure 6K, divided into four regions to capture sep-
arate views.

Figure 6M is a side view of mirrors reflecting a back
perspective of a view volume along an image path
to an imager of the optical code reader of Figure 6K,
showing the image path and view volume with shad-
ing lines.

Figure 6N is an isometric view of a compound mirror
structure in the optical code reader of Figure 6K.

Figure 7A is an illustration of an omnidirectional vir-
tual scan line pattern over a one-dimensional optical
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code.

Figure 7B is an illustration of a unidirectional virtual
scan line pattern over a two-dimensional optical
code.

Detailed Description of Embodiments

[0010] With reference to the above-listed drawings,
this section describes particular embodiments and their
detailed construction and operation. The embodiments
described herein are set forth by way of illustration only
and not limitation. Those skilled in the art will recognize
in light of the teachings herein that, for example, other
embodiments are possible, variations can be made to
the embodiments described herein, and there may be
equivalents to the components, parts, or steps that make
up the described embodiments.
[0011] For the sake of clarity and conciseness, certain
aspects of components or steps of certain embodiments
are presented without undue detail where such detail
would be apparent to those skilled in the art in light of the
teachings herein and/or where such detail would obfus-
cate an understanding of more pertinent aspects of the
embodiments.

I. Introduction & Overview

[0012] Various imager-based optical code readers and
associated methods are described herein. Some embod-
iments of these optical code readers and systems im-
prove the performance of optical code readers by pro-
viding multiple image fields to capture multiple views.
[0013] In some embodiments, an image field of an im-
ager may be partitioned into two or more regions, each
of which may be used to capture a separate view of the
view volume. In addition to providing more views than
imagers, such embodiments may enhance the effective
view volume beyond the view volume available to a single
imager having a single point of view.
[0014] Figure 1 is an illustration of an exemplary object
20 that may be passed through a viewing volume of an
example optical code reader 5. The optical code reader
5 is illustrated as a two-plane or bioptic reader having a
generally horizontal window 6 and a generally vertical
window 9. The upper window 9 and lower window 6 are
preferably portions of a two-plane weigh scale platter 8
such as the All-Weighs® platter available from Datalogic
Scanning, Inc. of Eugene, Oregon. The viewing volume
may be a function of the enclosure and style of the optical
code reader 5 and the perspectives of the views in which
images of the objects are captured. A perspective may
encompass a location, direction, angle, or the like - or
any combination of the foregoing - that characterize a
vantage or point of view for seeing, imaging, visualizing
via machine vision, or illuminating the object 20 or a part
of an object 20. Different perspectives are generally gen-
erated from the horizontal window 6 and the vertical win-

dow 9. A single or multiple views - each from the same
or different perspectives - may be obtained through each
window, depending on the design of the reader 5. The
collection of all views together constitute a cumulative
view, which defines the viewing volume or scan volume
of the reader 5. Different views may enable reading of
an optical code on different sides of the object 20.
[0015] For general purposes of discussion, the object
20 is represented by a rectangular-shaped six-sided pol-
yhedron, such as a cereal box (hereinafter referred to as
a box-shaped item or object) that may be passed through
a checkout stand at a supermarket. The object 20 may
have any three-dimensional form and that a checkout
stand 24 is an exemplary use for the optical code readers
discussed herein and should not be considered as limit-
ing.
[0016] For convenience, this box-shaped object 20
may be described with respect to an arbitrary direction
of travel 22 across the reader 5. For the purposes of
description relative to the ability of an optical code reader
to read certain of the sides of the box-shaped object 20
being passed through the scan volume in the orientation
as illustrated, the box-shaped object may be described
as having a top side 26, a bottom side 28, and four lateral
sides 30, 32, 34, and 36. The lateral sides may be referred
to as the left or leading side 30, the right or trailing side
32, the checker side 34 (because it may be in proximity
to a checkout clerk 38), and the customer side 36 (be-
cause it may be in proximity to a customer 40). A housing
or housing portion of an optical code reader 5 may sep-
arate the customer 40 from the object 20 if the optical
code reader 5 is a vertical optical code reader or a bi-
optic optical code reader, as shown. The customer side
36 may alternatively be described as a wall side 36 or an
opposite side 36. In some settings, the checker side 34
may be called the back side. The terminology indicated
in Figure 1 and described in the paragraph is introduced
to facilitate discussion of the concepts described in this
document; in other contexts, different terminology may
be used to describe the sides of the object 20.
[0017] Figures 2A-2D are illustrations of imagers 60
(60a, 60b, 60c, 60d, 60e, and 60f), such as cameras,
positioned to capture direct perspective views of all sides
of the object 20 (not shown in Figures 2A-2D). The per-
spective views form respective view volumes 64a, 64b,
64c, 64d, 64e, and 64f, some or all of which may intersect
in proximity to the object 20 and the union of which con-
stitute a cumulative view volume 64. Images of the object
20 propagate along corresponding image paths 62 (62a,
62b, 62c, 62d, 62e, 62f) that correspond to the perspec-
tive views and are captured by corresponding imagers
60a, 60b, 60c, 60d, 60e, and 60f.
[0018] Respective lenses 70 (70a, 70b, 70c, 70d, 70e,
and 70f) direct light within the view volumes 64 to the
imagers 60 along the associated image paths 62. Each
imager 60 and lens 70 form an electronic camera, which
is a standard configuration in the art of electronic imaging.
For ease of understanding, the imagers 60 are depicted
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capturing the direct perspectives through at least two
viewing windows positioned in transverse planes, typi-
cally a lower viewing window 66 and an upper viewing
window 68. In some preferred embodiments, the lower
viewing window 66 and the upper viewing window 68 are
positioned in orthogonal planes. In some embodiments,
the lower viewing window 66 and the upper viewing win-
dow 68 may be transparent plates that may be separated
or adjoining.
[0019] Figure 2A shows a top imager 60a capturing a
top perspective of the viewing volume 64a along a top
image path 62a through the upper viewing window 9. The
top perspective may facilitate capture of images of the
customer side 36 as well as the top side 26 of the object
20. The top perspective may also facilitate the capture
of images of either the leading side 30 or the trailing side
32 depending on the location of the imager 60a and the
orientation of the plane of its imaging field.
[0020] Figure 2B shows a left vertical imager 60b cap-
turing a left vertical perspective of the viewing volume
64b along a left vertical image path 62b through the upper
viewing window 9. The left vertical perspective may fa-
cilitate capture of images of the leading side 30 as well
as the customer side 36. The left vertical perspective may
also facilitate capture of images of the top side 26 of the
object 20 depending on the height of the imager 60b and
the orientation of the plane of its imaging field.
[0021] Figure 2C shows the top imager 60a of Figure
2A, the left vertical imager 60b of Figure 2B, and a right
vertical imager 60c capturing a right vertical perspective
of the viewing volume 64c along a right vertical image
path 62c through the upper viewing window 68. The right
vertical perspective may facilitate capture of images of
the trailing side 32 as well as the customer side 36. The
right vertical perspective may also facilitate capture of
images of the top side 26 of the object 20 depending on
the height of the imager 60c and the orientation of the
plane of its imaging field.
[0022] Figure 2D shows the imagers 60 of FIG. 2C and
also shows a left horizontal imager 60d, a right horizontal
imager 60e, and a back imager 60f capturing respectively
a left horizontal perspective, a right horizontal perspec-
tive, and a back perspective of the respective viewing
volumes 64d, 64e, and 64f along respective image paths
62d, 62e, and 62f through the lower viewing window 6.
The left horizontal perspective may facilitate capture of
images of the leading side 30 as well as the bottom side
28. The left horizontal perspective may also facilitate cap-
ture of images of either the checker side 34 or the cus-
tomer side 36, depending on the location of the imager
60d and the orientation of the plane of its imaging field.
The right horizontal perspective may facilitate capture of
images of the trailing side 32 as well as the bottom side
28. The right horizontal perspective may also facilitate
capture of images of either the customer side 36 or the
checker side 34, depending on the location of the imager
60e and the orientation of the plane of its imaging field.
The back perspective may facilitate capture of images of

the checker side 34 as well as the bottom side 28. The
back perspective may also facilitate capture of images
of the leading side 30 or the trailing side 32, depending
on the location of the imager 62f.
[0023] With reference again to Figures 2A-2D, an op-
tical code reader employing a plurality of imagers 60,
each for capturing a different direct perspective view of
the viewing volume 64, could provide excellent perform-
ance in terms of a first pass read rate (FPRR) regardless
of the placement or orientation of the object 20 relative
to such an optical code reader housing the imagers 60.
Unfortunately, the direct perspective imagers 60 are rel-
atively far away from the object 20 and the viewing win-
dows through which they see the object 20, thus requiring
such an optical code reader to have a large optical reader
housing, which may be impractical. Furthermore, the di-
rect perspective imagers 60 are dispersed from each oth-
er and not readily positionable in or near common planes
so as to permit use of common circuit boards to host
multiple imagers.
[0024] Accordingly, some of the following embodi-
ments employ one or more imagers 60 and sets of fold
mirrors. The fold mirrors permit the imager(s) 60 to be
closer to each other and permit an optical reader housing
to confine them to a smaller housing volume or capacity.
In some of such embodiments, the imager(s) 60, may
capture perspectives through a common viewing window
and may be arranged in a portion of an optical code read-
er housing that is adjacent to the common viewing win-
dow. Some of such embodiments may include a single
viewing window or may have at least two transverse ori-
ented viewing windows. In other embodiments, the im-
ager(s) 60, may be arranged in a portion of an optical
code reader housing that is distant from, and/or generally
transverse to, a common viewing window. In some em-
bodiments including transversely oriented viewing win-
dows, multiple imagers 60, regardless of which of the
viewing windows they use to capture perspectives, may
be arranged in a common portion of an optical code read-
er housing. In some of such embodiments, multiple im-
agers 60 may be in close proximity, may be supported
along a common plane, or may be supported by a com-
mon circuit board.
[0025] In other embodiments, a plurality of sets of fold
mirrors can be employed to convey at least a portion of
at least two different perspectives of the viewing volume
to different regions of an image field of a common imager.
In some of such embodiments, the sets of fold mirrors
convey perspectives from a common viewing window on-
to different regions of an image field of a common imager.
In some such embodiments, the imager may be located
in a portion of an optical code reader housing that is ad-
jacent to the common viewing window or located in a
portion of an optical code reader housing that is distant
from and/or generally transverse to the common viewing
window, e.g., through orthogonal windows of an "L"-
shaped bioptic optical code reader. In some embodi-
ments including transversely oriented viewing windows,
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different regions of an image field of a common imager
may capture at least one perspective through each of the
viewing windows.
[0026] According to one embodiment, for example, a
method reads an optical code on an object in a viewing
volume bounded on two generally transverse sides by
respective first and second viewing surfaces, by use of
a number of imagers. The method directs a plurality of
views from the viewing volume onto different imager por-
tions of the set of imagers. Each of the plurality of views
passes through one of said first and second viewing sur-
faces. At least one of said views passes through the first
viewing surface, and at least one of said views passes
through the second viewing surface. The number of
views is at least three. At least one of the views is reflected
off at least one mirror. The number of views is greater
than the number of imagers. The method forms at least
one image with said number of imagers. The method
processes the optical code based on said at least one
image.
[0027] According to another embodiment, for example,
a method reads an optical code on an object in a viewing
volume bounded on two generally transverse sides by
respective first and second viewing surfaces, by use of
a plurality of imagers. The method directs a plurality of
views from the viewing volume onto different imager por-
tions of the set of imagers. Each of the plurality of views
passes through one of said first and second viewing sur-
faces. At least one of said views passes through the first
viewing surface, and at least one of said views passes
through the second viewing surface. The number of
views is at least three. At least one of the views is reflected
off at least one mirror. The method forms at least one
image with said plurality of imagers, wherein at least a
first and second of said plurality of imagers are mounted
on opposing surfaces of a common circuit board. The
method processes the optical code based on said at least
one image.
[0028] According to another embodiment, for example,
an optical code reader forms images of an optical code
on an object. The optical code reader comprises a first
viewing surface, a second viewing, a set of one or more
imagers, and at least one mirror. The second viewing
surface is generally transverse to the first viewing sur-
face. The first and second surfaces bound a viewing vol-
ume in which the object may be imaged. The set of one
or more imagers are positioned on an opposite side of
one or more of the first and second viewing surfaces rel-
ative to the viewing volume, and oriented and configured
to capture images of the object, when the object is in the
viewing volume, from at least three different views. Each
of the views passes through one of said first and second
viewing surfaces. At least one of said views passes
through the first viewing surface. At least one of said
views passes through the second viewing surface. The
number of views is greater than the number of imagers.
The at least one mirror is positioned on an opposite side
of one or more of the first and second viewing surfaces

relative to the viewing volume. At least one of the views
is reflected off one or more of said at least one mirror.
[0029] According to yet another embodiment, for ex-
ample, an optical code reader forms images of an optical
code on an object. The optical code reader comprising
a first viewing surface, a second viewing surface, a set
of two or more imagers, a common circuit board, and at
least one mirror. The second viewing surface is generally
transverse to the first viewing surface. The first and sec-
ond surfaces bounding a viewing volume in which the
object may be imaged. The set of two or more imagers
are positioned on an opposite side of one or more of the
first and second viewing surfaces relative to the viewing
volume and oriented and configured to capture images
of the object, when the object is in the viewing volume,
from at least three different views. Each of the views
passes through one of said first and second viewing sur-
faces. At least one of said views passes through the first
viewing surface, and at least one of said views passes
through the second viewing surface. The common circuit
board has opposing first and second sides. At least some
of said imagers are mounted on the first side of the com-
mon circuit board, and at least some of said imagers are
mounted on the second side of the common circuit board.
The at least one mirror is positioned on an opposite side
of one or more of the first and second viewing surfaces
relative to the viewing volume, wherein at least one of
the views is reflected off one or more of said at least one
mirror.
[0030] Certain embodiments may be capable of
achieving certain advantages, including some or all of
the following: (1) perspective diversity, including the abil-
ity to robustly capture codes at a variety of locations and
angular orientations (pitch, roll, and yaw) in the viewing
volume, with concomitant advantages in terms of (a) im-
proved usability, (b) improved FPRR, and (c) throughput
for repeat-use applications such as retail checkout; (2)
use of a single circuit board to mount multiple cameras;
(3) improved utilization of space, resulting in a smaller
reader. These and other advantages of various embod-
iments will be apparent upon reading this document.
[0031] Additional details concerning the construction
and operation of particular embodiments are set forth in
the following subsections with reference to the above-
listed drawings.

II. Multi-Imager Bi-Optic Reader including Multiple Fold 
Mirrors

A. Multiple Single-Perspective Imagers

[0032] This subsection describes, by way of example,
details of one type of embodiment of an imager-based
optical code reader 80. Figures 3A-3D are respective
side, isometric, front, and top views of an optical code
reader 80 capable of capturing multiple views of an object
20 (not shown) from different perspectives. With refer-
ence to Figures 3A-3D, an embodiment of the optical
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code reader 80 includes a housing 82 having a lower,
horizontal, or bottom housing portion 84 that transversely
intersects or adjoins an upper, vertical, or side housing
portion 86. The lower and upper housing portions 84 and
86 are preferably generally orthogonal, but need not be;
and the housing 82 is preferably generally oriented so
that the lower housing portion 84 is generally horizontal
and the upper housing portion 86 is generally vertical,
but they need not be so oriented.
[0033] The lower and upper housing portions 84 and
86 may be integrated as a single housing unit or may
take the form of separate units that are easily attached
wherein the upper housing portion 86 may be supported
by the lower housing portion 84 or wherein the upper
housing portion 86 is supported next to the lower housing
portion 84 and generally includes the cross-sectional di-
mensions of the lower housing portion 84. The cross-
sectional dimensions of the housing portions 84 and 86
may be generally the same or different. The overlap of
the cross-sectional dimensions of the lower housing por-
tion 84 and the upper housing portion 86 may generally
define an intersecting housing volume 88.
[0034] The lower portion 84 of the housing 82 has in
its top surface 92 a lower viewing window 94, which may
secure or be covered by a lower transparent plate 96
through which "lower" perspectives of the object 20 (not
shown in Figure 3) can be captured. The upper portion
86 has in its front surface 98 an upper viewing window
104 that may secure or be covered by an upper trans-
parent plate 106 through which "upper" perspectives of
the object 20 can be captured. Optional lower and upper
overlay platters 112 and 114 having their own respective
lower and upper overlay viewing windows 116 and 118
and lower and upper overlay transparent plates 122 and
124 may be positioned to cover the top surface 92 and
the front surface 98, respectively. The upper transparent
plate 124 may be integrated with the upper portion 86 of
the housing 82 and may be used absent a platter 114.
One or both of the platters 112 and 114 may be integrated
with the lower and upper portions 84 and 86 of the hous-
ing 82. The viewing windows 94, 104, 116, and 118 or
corresponding transparent plates 96, 106, 122, and 124
may be the same different sizes and thus may be gen-
erally parallel or may be oriented in transverse planes.
In some embodiments, one or both of the overlay viewing
windows 116 and 118 are smaller than the respective
housing viewing windows 94 and 104; and in other em-
bodiments, one or both of the overlay viewing windows
116 and 118 are larger than the respective housing view-
ing windows 94 and 104. The lower platter 112 may in-
clude or be integrated with a scale and may have an
overhanging platform 126 to accommodate large objects
20. The upper and lower platters 112 and 114 are pref-
erably portions of a two-plane weigh scale platter such
as the All-Weighs® platter available from Datalogic Scan-
ning, Inc. of Eugene, Oregon, or the two-plane platter
described in U.S. Pat. No. RE 40,071.
[0035] Figure 3E is a side view of a first set of mirrors

130a (mirrors 130a1 and 130a2) reflecting a top upper
perspective of a view volume 64a along an image path
62a to an imager 60a of the optical code reader 80. With
reference to Figure 3E, an image of the object 20 in the
view volume 64a, captured from the upper top upper per-
spective and propagated generally upward and horizon-
tally through the upper transparent plate 106 along an
image path segment 62a1, is reflected downward by a
primary mirror 130a1 along an image path segment 62a2
to secondary mirror 130a2 which reflects the image hor-
izontally toward the checker side along an image path
segment 62a3 to the imager 60a, which may be supported
on a printed circuit board (PCB) 140 located in the lower
housing portion 84 of the housing 82.
[0036] Figure 3F is a top view of a second set of mirrors
130b (mirrors 130b1 and 130b2) reflecting a left upper
perspective of a view volume 64b along an image path
62b to an imager 60b of the optical code reader 80. With
reference to Figure 3F, an image of the object 20 (not
shown) in the view volume 64b, captured from the left
upper perspective and propagated through the upper
transparent plate 106 along an image path segment
62b1, is reflected rightward and downward by a primary
mirror 130b1 along an image path segment 62b2 to sec-
ondary mirror 130b2 which reflects the image horizontally
toward the checker side along an image path segment
62b3 to the imager 60b, which may be supported on or
integrated with the PCB 140.
[0037] Figure 3G is a top view of a third set of mirrors
130c (mirrors 130c1 and 130c2) reflecting a right upper
perspective of a view volume 64c along an image path
62c to an imager 60c of the optical code reader 80. With
reference to Figure 3G, an image of the object 20 (not
shown) in the view volume 64c, captured from the right
upper perspective and propagated through the upper
transparent plate 106 along an image path segment 62c1,
is reflected leftward and downward by a primary mirror
130c1 along an image path segment 62c2 to secondary
mirror 130c2 which reflects the image horizontally toward
the checker side along an image path segment 62c3 to
the imager 60c, which may be supported on or integrated
with the PCB 140.
[0038] Figure 3H is a front view of a fourth set of mirrors
130d (mirrors 130d1 and 130d2) reflecting a left lower
perspective of a view volume 64d along an image path
62d to an imager 60d of the optical code reader 80. With
reference to Figure 3H, an image of the object 20 (not
shown) in the view volume 64d, captured from the left
lower perspective and propagated through the lower
transparent plate 96 generally downward and sideward
along an image path segment 62d1, is reflected sideward
by a primary mirror 130d1 along an image path segment
62d2 to secondary mirror 130d2 which reflects the image
horizontally away from the checker side along an image
path segment 62d3 to the imager 60d, which may be sup-
ported on or integrated with the PCB 140.
[0039] Figure 3I is a front view of a fifth set of mirrors
130e (mirrors 130e1 and 130e2) reflecting a right lower
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perspective of a view volume 64e along an image path
62e to an imager 60e of the optical code reader 80. With
reference to Figure 3I, an image of the object 20 (not
shown) in the view volume 64e, captured from the right
lower perspective and propagated through the lower
transparent plate 96 generally downward and sideward
along an image path segment 62e1, is reflected sideward
by a primary mirror 130e1 along an image path segment
62e2 to secondary mirror 130e2 which reflects horizon-
tally away from the checker side the image along an im-
age path segment 62e3 to the imager 60e, which may be
supported on or integrated with the PCB 140.
[0040] Figure 3J is a side view of a sixth set of mirrors
130f (mirror 130f1) reflecting a back lower perspective of
a view volume 64f along an image path 62f to an imager
60f of the optical code reader 80. With reference to Figure
3J, an image of the object 20 (not shown) in the view
volume 64f, captured from the back lower perspective
and propagated through the lower transparent plate 96
generally downward and sideward along an image path
segment 62f1, is reflected by a primary mirror 130f1 hor-
izontally away from the checker side along an image path
segment 62f2 to the imager 60f, which may be supported
on or integrated with the PCB 140.
[0041] The view volumes 64 illustrated in the preceding
Figures 3E-3J and in subsequent figures for other em-
bodiments are shown with a definite distal planar bound-
ary for the sake of better illustrating the shapes, perspec-
tives and relative positions of the view volumes 64. How-
ever, the view volumes 64 typically begin and end other
than as shown, and what is illustrated as a definite distal
planar boundary may, in fact, represent a focal plane.
For example, in the preceding Figures 3E-3J, the mirrors
130 may be appropriately spaced or positioned to provide
desired focal path lengths and the depth of field of their
respective imagers 60. The depths of field expand out-
wardly from their respective focal planes located at the
focal path lengths along their respective image paths.
The focal planes are shown to be planar but may actually
be curved, depending on the properties of the lens(es),
mirrors 130 and possibly other optical components in the
image paths. The depths of field may be generally opti-
cally centered around their respective focal planes. In
some embodiments, the depths of field may be used to
define the dimensions of the respective view volumes,
which dimension may be approximately indicated by
proximal range planes and distal range planes. In some
embodiments, about one half of the depth of field is po-
sitioned between the focal plane and the proximal range
plane, and about one half of the depth of field is positioned
between the focal plane and the distal range plane. Other
proximal and distal depth of field ratios are possible and
may depend on the type of lens(es), the focal path length,
and other optical factors. For example, it may be desir-
able in some circumstances that the focal plane of a view
volume extending up from the lower viewing window 94
be at or near the window 94, to enable reading of an
optical code on or near the lower viewing window 94,

whereas it may be desirable in some circumstances that
the focal plane of a view volume extending out from the
upper viewing window 104 be at further away from the
upper viewing window 104, where it is more likely that
an optical code will be away from that window. The prox-
imal and distal boundaries of a view volume may not be
planes and typically are not sharp transitions from view-
ability to sudden unviewability. Typically, focus deterio-
rates gradually and continuously as the distance from
the focal surface increases. In general, a view volume is
a volume of space in which there is a high probability that
an optical code can be successfully read.
[0042] Different imagers in the same reader may have
different focal lengths and depths of field, and different
image paths may have different lengths, different seg-
ment lengths, different numbers of mirrors, and different
numbers of path segments. The use of common refer-
ence numbering patterns in the Figures should not be
interpreted as implying that different elements with sim-
ilarly numbers necessarily have the same or similar prop-
erties.
[0043] Figure 3K is a isometric view of mirrors 130a-f
and image paths 62a-f reflecting all of the aforemen-
tioned perspectives of a cumulative view volume 64g to
the respective imager 60a-f. The various perspective
views in Figure 3K or any of the following figures are
labeled similarly to the perspective views 62 appearing
in Figures 2A-2D to enhance comprehension; however,
skilled persons will appreciate that the various perspec-
tive views 62 of the different embodiments need not be
the same.
[0044] As can be seen in Figure 3K and later figures
for other embodiments, the component view volumes
generally overlap. However, in some embodiments, com-
ponent view volumes adapted and/or positioned to avoid
overlap. Dimension of overlapping view volume regions
may be chosen to have dimensions, given the narrowest
and/or widest optical code intended for viewing, so that
stitching together portions of an optical code can be either
avoided or facilitated.
[0045] With reference to Figures 3A-K (collectively
FIG. 3), one or more lenses may be positioned within one
or more of the image paths 62. The mirrors 130 preferably
have planar reflecting surfaces. In some embodiments,
however, one or more curved mirrors or focusing mirrors
could be employed in one or more of the imaging paths
62 provided that appropriate lenses or image manipulat-
ing software is employed. In some embodiments, one or
more of the mirrors 130 may be a dichroic mirror to pro-
vide for selective reflection of images under different il-
lumination wavelengths as is later described in greater
detail.
[0046] The mirrors 130 may have quadrilateral profiles,
but may have profiles of other polygons. In some pre-
ferred embodiments, one or more of the mirrors 130 have
trapezoidal profiles. In some alternative embodiments,
one or more of the mirrors 130 may have a circular or
oval profile. The mirrors 130 may have dimensions suf-
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ficient for their respective locations to propagate an im-
age large enough to occupy an entire image field of an
imager 60. The mirrors 130 are also positioned and have
dimensions sufficiently small so that the mirrors do not
occlude images being propagated along any of the other
image paths 62.
[0047] The mirrors 130 may be appropriately spaced
to account for the depth of field of the respective imagers
60. The imagers 60 may have different depths of field,
and the image paths 62 may have different lengths, dif-
ferent segment lengths, and different numbers of mirrors
130. In some embodiments, the numbers of mirrors 130
in any image path 62 is selected to provide the fewest
number of mirrors 130 in a housing of given dimensions.
The image paths 62 may also or alternatively be modified
to introduce additional mirrors 130 to select whether an
actual image or whether a reverse image (enantiomor-
phic image) of the object will be received by any given
imager 60. Moreover, the same enantiomorphic image
of the object 20 from the different perspectives of the
object 20 may reach the imagers 60, or different enanti-
omorphic images of the object 20 may reach the imagers
60. Exemplary imagers 60 that may be used for this em-
bodiment include wide VGA imagers with a resolution of
752 x 480 pixels. One preferred VGA imager is the model
MT9V022 available from Aptina Imaging of Corvallis, Or-
egon or San Jose, California; however, any other suitable
type of imager 60 of various resolutions may be em-
ployed.
[0048] The mirrors 130 not only facilitate capture of
many different perspectives of an object 20, but also help
to reduce the dimensions of a housing 82 needed to
house all the imagers 60. For example, the image paths
62 from the imagers into the viewing volume 64 via the
sets of mirrors 130 associated with the respective per-
spectives permits either or both of the lower and upper
housing portions 84 and 86 to have at least one housing
dimension that is smaller than a direct-perspective di-
mension for viewing the viewing volume from the same
perspective directly.
[0049] In some embodiments, the imagers 60 may all
be supported by or integrated with a common PCB 140
such as shown in Figure 3. In some embodiments, such
common PCB 140 may be located in the lower housing
portion 84 or the upper housing portion 86; or, in cases
where the lower and upper housing portions 84 and 86
form an integrated housing unit, the common PCB140
may be located in the intersecting portion 88 of the hous-
ing 82.
[0050] In some embodiments, the imagers 60 may be
located on opposing side of the common PCB 140. In
some embodiments, the same number of imagers 60 is
located on each opposing side of the PCB 140; however,
other embodiments may employ different numbers of im-
agers 60 on the opposing sides of the PCB 140. In other
embodiments, the imagers 60 may all be located on the
same side of the PCB 140. In some embodiments, the
common PCB 140 is a flexible circuit board with portions

that can be selectively angled to orient some or all of the
imagers 60 to facilitate arrangements of image paths 62
utilizing noncollinear axes for the image fields of the im-
agers 60.
[0051] The imagers 60 may be arranged in close prox-
imity or in the same housing portion regardless of whether
they are supported by a common PCB 140 to facilitate
mounting and wiring in a manner that avoids occlusion
of image paths 62. In some embodiments, multiple im-
agers 60 may be within an inch of each other. In some
embodiments, the imagers 60 may be within about 1/10
of an inch apart. In some embodiments, the imagers 60
may be supported on separate PCBs 140 or may be
grouped onto 2-6 PCBs 140 in any combination. The 2-6
PCBs 140 may be located in the same housing portion
or in placed in different housing portions in any suitable
combination. For example, the upper perspective imag-
ers 60 may be supported on one PCB 140 located in the
upper housing portion 86 and the lower perspective im-
agers 60 are supported on a second PCB 140 located in
the lower housing portion 84, and, in some embodiments,
these two PCBs 140 may be located in the opposite hous-
ing portions.
[0052] Multiple sets of mirrors 130 could be used to
construct a monoptic (single window) optical code reader
capable of viewing multiple perspectives through a single
viewing window 94 or 104. Furthermore, the optical code
reader 80 need not have six views or perspectives of an
object 20 passing through the view volume. Additional
views and corresponding imagers 60 could be added.
Alternatively, fewer views could be captured and the
number of imagers 60 could be decreased to reduce
costs.

B. Single Horizontal Imager Split Into Three Perspectives 
And Separate Unsplit Vertical Imager

[0053] This subsection describes, by way of example,
details of one type of embodiment of an imager-based
optical code reader 150. Figures 4A-4D are respective
side, isometric, front, and top views of an optical code
reader 150 capable of capturing multiple views of an ob-
ject 20 (not shown) from different perspectives. For con-
venience, the optical code reader 150 will be described
to a large extent using similar reference numerals to
those used to describe Figure 3 even though the dimen-
sions of the housing 82, viewing windows, and/or trans-
parent plates may be different; the perspectives, orien-
tations, and/or sizes of the mirrors 130 may be different;
the image paths 62 may have different angles; and/or
the positioning, orientation, and/or dimensions of other
components may be different. For example, the upper
housing portion 86 of optical code reader 150 may have
a rectangular profile from a top view while the embodi-
ment shown in Figure 3 may have a trapezoidal profile
from the top view.
[0054] With reference to Figures 4A-4D, the optical
code reader 150 includes two imagers 60a and 60def
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that capture one view and three views respectively. Fig-
ure 4E is a side view of a first set of mirrors 130a (mirrors
130a1, 130a2 and 130a3) reflecting an upper perspective
of the view volume 64a along the image path 62a to the
imager 60a of the optical code reader 150, showing the
image path 62a and the view volume 64a with shading
lines. With reference to Figure 4E, an image of the object
20 (not shown in Figure 4E) in the view volume 64a, cap-
tured from the upper perspective and propagated hori-
zontally through the upper transparent plate 106 along
the image path segment 62a1, is reflected downward by
the primary mirror 130a1 along the image path segment
62a2 to the secondary mirror 130a2 which reflects the
image horizontally toward the checker side along the im-
age path segment 62a3 to a tertiary mirror 130a3 which
reflects the image downward along an image path seg-
ment 62a3 to the imager 60a, which may be supported
on the PCB 140 located in the lower housing portion 84
of the housing 82.
[0055] The perspective associated with the image path
62a in Figures 4E may be oriented to view downwardly
in similar fashion to the perspective associated with the
image path 62a in Figures 3A-3K, or the perspective as-
sociated with the image path 62a may be oriented to view
more horizontally, such as depicted in Figures 4E.
[0056] Figure 4F is a map of an image field 156 of a
split-view or multi-region imager 60def divided into three
regions to capture separate views, and Figure 4G shows
an alternative division of the image field 156 into three
alternative regions to capture the separate views, to dem-
onstrate that the left and right views need not be sym-
metrical. In general, the sizes of the different regions can
be set by the designer subject to constraints such as
possible mirror placement and form factors for the reader
150.
[0057] Figure 4H is a front view of a second set of mir-
rors 130d (mirrors 130d1, 130d2 and 130d3) reflecting a
left lower perspective of a view volume 64d along an im-
age path 62d to an imager 60d of the optical code reader
150. With reference to Figure 4H, an image of the object
20 in the view volume 64d, captured from the left lower
perspective and propagated through the lower transpar-
ent plate 96 along the image path segment 62d1, is re-
flected upward and outward away from the center of the
reader 150 by the primary mirror 130d1 along the image
path segment 62d2 to the secondary mirror 130d2 which
reflects the image sideward toward the center of the read-
er 150 along the image path segment 62d3 to a tertiary
mirror 130d3 on a split mirror 130def which reflects the
image downward along an image path segment 62d3 to
the imager 60def that may be supported on the PCB 140
located in the lower housing portion 84 of the housing
82. The image path segments 62d1, 62d2 and 62d3 over-
lap spatially in a volume between the mirrors 130d1 and
130d2. The perspective associated with the image path
62d in Figures 4 may be oriented similarly to or differently
from the perspective associated with the image path 62d
in Figures 3.

[0058] The mirrors 130d1 and 130d2 may be separated
as shown, or they may be abutting, or they may be inte-
grated into a single split mirror or other monolithic mirror
structure, with or without nonreflective regions in prox-
imity to their intersection. The mirrors 130d1 and 130d2
lie in respective planes that intersect one another at an
acute angle.
[0059] Figure 4I is a front view of a third set of mirrors
130e (mirrors 130e1, 130e2 and 130e3) reflecting a right
lower perspective of the view volume 64e along the image
path 62e to the imager 60def of the optical code reader
150. With reference to Figure 4I, an image of the object
20 in the view volume 64e, captured from the right lower
perspective and propagated through the lower transpar-
ent plate 96 along the image path segment 62e1, is re-
flected upward and outward away from the center of the
reader 150 by the primary mirror 130e1 along the image
path segment 62e2 to the secondary mirror 130e2 which
reflects the image sideward toward the center of the read-
er 150 along the image path segment 62e3 to a tertiary
mirror 130e3 on the split mirror 130def which reflects the
image downward along an image path segment 62e3 to
the imager 60def, which may be supported on the PCB
140. The image path segments 62e1, 62e2 and 62e3
overlap spatially in a volume between the mirrors 130e1
and 130e2.
[0060] The mirrors 130e1 and 130e2 may be separated
as shown, or they may be abutting, or they may be inte-
grated into a single split mirror or other monolithic mirror
structure, with or without nonreflective regions in prox-
imity to their intersection.
[0061] The perspective associated with the image path
62e in Figures 4 may be oriented similarly to or differently
from the perspective associated with the image path 62e
in Figures 3. In addition, the image path 62e may be
arranged so that it is bilaterally symmetrical with the im-
age path 62d. However, in some embodiments, the im-
age path 62e may be arranged to be asymmetrical with
the image path 62d.
[0062] Figure 4J is a side view of a fourth set of mirrors
130f (mirrors 130f1 and 130f2) reflecting a back lower
perspective of a view volume 64f along an image path
62f to an imager 60def of the optical code reader 150.
With reference to Figure 4J, an image of the object 20 in
the view volume 64f, captured from the back lower per-
spective and propagated generally downward and hori-
zontally through the lower transparent plate 96 along an
image path segment 62f1, is reflected generally horizon-
tally away from the checker side by a primary mirror 130f1
along an image path segment 62f2 to a secondary mirror
130f2, which reflects the image generally downward
along an image path segment 62f3 to the imager 60def.
The perspective associated with the image path 62f in
Figures 4 may be oriented similarly to or differently from
the perspective associated with the image path 62f in
Figures 3.
[0063] Figure 4K is an isometric view of different em-
bodiments of the mirror 130def used with the horizontal
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imager in the optical code reader of Figures 4A-4D. The
mirror 130def is preferably an integrated, monolithic, or
single-piece split mirror or compound mirror that includes
mirror components 130d3, 130e3, and 130f2 of the re-
spective image paths 62d, 62e, and 62f. The mirror com-
ponents 130d3, 130e3, and 130f2 of the split mirror 130def
may be arranged at different angles with respect to the
horizontal or vertical planes (and with respect to each
other) to accommodate the orientations of the different
image paths 62d, 62e, and 62f. The mirror components
130d3, 130e3, and 130f2 may employ any of the variations
used for any of the mirrors 130 as previously described.
The mirror 130def may be formed by molding, bending,
and/or welding a single monolithic piece or substrate,
such as a metal or plastic, and then applying reflective
coatings. Any desired nonreflective regions could be cov-
ered in advance by masking or subsequently covered by
a nonreflective coating. Alternatively, the mirror 130def
may be assembled from separate mirrored components.
In some embodiments, the mirror components 130d3,
130e3, and 130f2 may have nonreflective regions in prox-
imity to their intersections. In some embodiments, some
image processing advantages may be gained by not cap-
turing images reflected from near the intersection of the
mirror components 130d3, 130e3, and 130f2 of the split
mirror 130def. In some alternative embodiments, the mir-
ror components 130d3, 130e3, and 130f2 may be sepa-
rated into two or three separate mirrors. In some embod-
iments, the mirror components 130d3, 130e3, and 130f2
direct the respective image paths 62 to separate imagers
60 that may be closely spaced.
[0064] With reference to Figure 4F or 4G, the image
field 156 of the imager 60def may be split into three image
field regions, such as a left region 162, a right region 164,
and a back region 166, that may be adapted to capture
images from the corresponding left lower perspective,
right lower perspective, and back lower perspective, re-
spectively. Thus, the mirror component 130d3 reflects
the image along the image path 62d4 onto the left region
162 of the image field 156 of the imager 130def; the mirror
component 130e3 reflects the image along the image
path 62e4 onto the right region 164 of the image field 156
of the imager 130def; and the mirror component 130f2
reflects the image along the image path 62f3 onto the
back region 166 of the image field 156 of the imager
130def. Exemplary imagers 60 that may be used for this
embodiment include wide VGA imagers (CMOS or CCD)
with a resolution of 752 x 480 pixels for the imager 60a
and megapixel imagers with a resolution of 1280 x 1024
pixels for the imager 60def. One preferred megapixel im-
ager is the model EV76C560 1.3MP CMOS image sensor
available from e2V of Essex, England and Saint-Egrève,
France. One preferred VGA imager is the model
MT9V022 available from Aptina Imaging of Corvallis, Or-
egon or San Jose, California. These imagers may be
applicable to the data reader of any of the embodiments
herein, however, any other suitable type of imager 60 of
various resolutions may be employed.

[0065] The image field 156 need not be square or rec-
tangular and may, for example, be circular or have a pro-
file of any suitable geometric shape. Similarly, the image
field regions need not be square or rectangular and may,
for example, have one or more curved edges. The image
field regions may have the same or different sizes. For
example, all three regions 162, 164, and 166 may have
the same areas and perhaps even the same dimensions.
In some embodiments, the left region 162 and right region
164 have the same areas dimensions, and the back re-
gion 166 has different dimensions (with the same area
or different area) such as shown in Figure 4F. In some
embodiments, all three regions 162, 164, and 166 may
have the different areas and different dimensions such
as shown, by way of example and not limitation, in Figure
4G.
[0066] The image captured by the image field 156 may
be processed as a single image; preferably however, the
image captured by each image field region is processed
independently. The images from the different perspec-
tives of the object 20 may reach the image field regions
with the object being in the same orientation or in different
orientations. Furthermore, the same enantiomorphic im-
age of the object 20 from the different perspectives of
the object 20 may reach the different image field regions
or different enantiomorphic images of the object 20 may
reach the different image fields. The different image field
regions may have the same photosensitivities or be re-
ceptive to different intensities or wavelengths of light.
[0067] Figure 4L is an isometric view of multiple image
paths 62 and respective multiple perspective view vol-
umes 64 that form a cumulative view volume 64g of the
optical code reader 150, showing the image paths 62 and
view volumes 64 without shading lines.
[0068] As with the previous embodiments and figures,
the same or different filters, lenses, or other optical com-
ponents may be optionally placed in some or all of the
image paths 62. In some embodiments, the image re-
flected by each mirror component can be captured by
the entire image field 156 when pulsed lighting and/or
different wavelengths are used to separate the images
obtained by the different perspectives. Depending on the
layout of the reader, the environment, or the store/check-
out stand arrangement, ambient lighting may be sufficient
to provide adequate performance. In some embodi-
ments, additional light sources may be added. For ex-
ample, referring to Figures 4A-4B, light sources may
comprise any suitable light source such as a row or array
of LEDs (light emitting diodes) 72 and 74 mounted in/on
the upper housing section 86 and a row/array of LEDs
76 and 78 mounted in/on the lower housing section point-
ed into the view volume 64 and positioned to illuminate
an object 20 with respect to one or more perspectives.
The LEDs 72-78 may be disposed on the housing struc-
ture or may be mounted internally behind windows 106,
96. The arrays 72-78 are shown only diagrammatically.
The LEDs 72-74 are positioned behind window 106 and
proximate to and on opposite lateral sides of mirror
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130a1. LEDs 76-78 are positioned below window 96 and
proximate to and on opposite lateral sides of mirror 130f1.
Though two LED arrays are shown in each housing sec-
tion, fewer or more arrays may be employed. In some
embodiments, different wavelengths of light are directed
to illuminate different regions of an object for different
perspectives. In some embodiments, the one or more of
the light sources may be operated in a pulsed mode, the
pulsing synchronized with the imager frame rate. In one
example, the imagers may be selected with a frame rate
of 30 Hz and one or more of the light sources used to
illuminate the read region are pulsed at 60 Hz. Examples
of light source pulsing is described in U.S. Patent No.
7,234,641, the disclosure of which is hereby incorporated
by reference.
[0069] In an alternative embodiment, the upper per-
spective and the back lower perspective may be reflected
to a common imager, and the left and right perspectives
may be reflected to a common imager. These common
imagers may have split imaging fields divided equally.
These imagers 60 may be located where the imagers
60a and 60def are located or they may be located differ-
ently with additional mirrors as warranted. These imagers
may be located in the same housing portion or different
housing portions, and they may share a common PCB
140 or be supported by different PCBs 140. The mirrors
130 used for reflecting images onto these imagers may
be split mirrors or independent mirrors.

C. Single Horizontal and Vertical Imagers, Each With 
Three-Way Split of Perspectives

[0070] This subsection describes, by way of example,
details of one type of embodiment of an imager-based
optical code reader 180. Figures 5A-5D are respective
side, isometric, front, and top views of an optical code
reader 180 capable of capturing multiple views of the
object 20 (not shown in Figure 4; see Figure 1) from dif-
ferent perspectives. For convenience, the optical code
reader 180 will be described to a large extent using similar
reference numerals to those used to describe Figures 3
and 4 even though the dimensions of the housing 82,
viewing windows, and/or transparent plates may be dif-
ferent; the perspectives, orientations, and/or sizes of the
mirrors 130 may be different; the image paths 62 may
have different angles; and/or the positioning, orientation,
and/or dimensions of other components may be different.
[0071] The optical code reader 180 has only two im-
agers 60abc and 60def that each capture three views.
The imager 60abc captures three views through the up-
per transparent plate 106 in the vertical housing portion
86. Those three views are from upper top, upper left and
upper right perspectives, as described in greater detail
below. The imager 60def captures three views through
the lower viewing window 96 in the horizontal housing
portion 84. Those three views are from lower left, lower
right and back perspectives, as described in greater de-
tail below

[0072] Figure 5E is a map of an image field 186 of split-
view or multi-region imager divided into three regions to
capture separate views at the imager 60abc. With refer-
ence to Figures 5F-5H (described in greater detail be-
low), the image field 186 of the imager 60abc may be
split into three image field regions, such as a left region
192, a right region 194, and a top region 196, that may
be adapted to capture images from the corresponding
left upper perspective, right upper perspective, and top
upper perspective, respectively. Thus, the mirror com-
ponent 130b2 reflects the image along the image path
segment 62b3 onto the left region 192 of the image field
186 of the imager 60abc; the mirror component 130c2
reflects the image along the image path segment 62c3
onto the right region 164 of the image field 156 of the
imager 60abc; and the mirror component 130a1 reflects
the image along the image path segment 62a2 onto the
top region 196 of the image field 186 of the imager 60abc.
One or more of image field variations previously dis-
cussed with respect to the image field 156 of Figure 4
may optionally employed in any combination with respect
to the image field 186 except where such combinations
are mutually exclusive.
[0073] Figure 5F illustrates a first set of mirrors 130a
(mirror 130a1) reflecting a top upper perspective of the
view volume 64a along the image path 62a to the imager
60abc of the optical code reader 180. With reference to
Figure 5F, an image of the object 20 in the view volume
64a, captured from the top upper perspective and prop-
agated generally upward and horizontally through the up-
per transparent plate 106 along the image path segment
62a1, is reflected downward by the primary mirror 130a1
along the image path segment 62a2 to the imager 60abc,
which may be supported on the PCB 140 (not shown)
located in the lower housing portion 84 of the housing
82. The image path segments 62a1 and 62a2 have re-
spective lengthwise axes that intersect one another at
an acute angle.
[0074] Figure 5G is a top view of a second set of mirrors
130b (mirrors 130b1, 130b2 and 130b3) reflecting a left
upper perspective of the view volume 64b along the im-
age path 62b to the imager 60abc of the optical code
reader 180. With reference to Figure 5G, an image of the
object 20 in the view volume 64b, captured from the left
upper perspective and propagated through the upper
transparent plate 106 along the image path segment
62b1, is reflected sideward toward the center of the read-
er 180 by the primary mirror 130b1 along the image path
segment 62b2 to a secondary mirror 130b2 in the mirror
structure 130bc2 which reflects the image along the im-
age path segment 62b3 to a tertiary mirror 130b3 in the
split mirror 130bc3 which reflects the image downward
along the image path segment 62b4 to the imager 60abc.
The image path segments 62b1 and 62b2 have respective
lengthwise axes that intersect one another at an acute
angle.
[0075] Figure 5H is a top view of a third set of mirrors
130c (mirrors 130c1, 130c2 and 130c3) reflecting a right

23 24 



EP 2 960 825 A1

14

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

upper perspective of the view volume 64c along the im-
age path 62c to the imager 60abc of the optical code
reader 180. With reference to Figure 5H, an image of the
object 20 in the view volume 64c, captured from the right
upper perspective and propagated through the upper
transparent plate 106 along the image path segment
62c1, is reflected sideward toward the center of the reader
180 by the primary mirror 130c1 along the image path
segment 62c2 to a secondary mirror 130c2 in the mirror
structure 130bc2 which reflects the image along the im-
age path segment 62c3 to a tertiary mirror 130c3 in the
split mirror 130bc3 which reflects the image downward
along the image path segment 62c4 to the imager 60abc.
The image path segments 62c1 and 62c2 have respective
lengthwise axes that intersect one another at an acute
angle.
[0076] The mirror structure 130bc2 is preferably a split
or compound mirror that includes mirror components or
surfaces 130b2 and 130c2 of the respective image paths
62b and 62c, and the mirror 130bc3 is preferably a single
planar mirror surface that has two sections 130b3 and
130c3 in the respective image paths 62b and 62c. The
mirror components 130b2 and 130c2 and 130b3 and
130c3 of the respective split mirrors 130bc2 and 130bc2
may be arranged at different angles with respect to the
horizontal or vertical planes (and with respect to each
other) to accommodate the orientations of the different
image paths 62b and 62c. The compound mirror structure
130bc2 and its mirror components 130b2 and 130c2 may
employ any of the variations discussed with respect to
any of the other compound mirror structures and parts
thereof described herein. In some embodiments, the mir-
ror components 130b2 and 130c2 may have nonreflective
regions in proximity to their intersections. Figure 5I illus-
trates an example embodiment of the compound mirror
structures 130bc2.
[0077] Figure 5J is a map of an image field 286 of an
split-view or multi-region imager divided into three re-
gions to capture separate views at the imager 60def. With
reference to Figures 5K-5M (described in greater detail
below), the image field 286 of the imager 60def may be
split into three image field regions, such as a left region
292, a right region 294, and a back region 296, that may
be adapted to capture images from the corresponding
left lower perspective, right lower perspective, and back
perspective, respectively. Thus, the mirror component
130d3 reflects the image along the image path segment
62d4 onto the left region 292 of the image field 286 of the
imager 60def; the mirror component 130e2 reflects the
image along the image path segment 62e4 onto the right
region 294 of the image field 256 of the imager 60def;
and the mirror component 130f1 reflects the image along
the image path 62f2 onto the back region 296 of the image
field 286 of the imager 60def. One or more of image field
variations previously discussed with respect to the image
field 156 of Figure 4 may optionally employed in any com-
bination with respect to the image field 286 except where
such combinations are mutually exclusive.

[0078] Figure 5K is a front view of a fourth set of mirrors
130d (mirrors 130d1, 130d2 and 130d3) reflecting a left
lower perspective of the view volume 64d along the image
path 62d to an imager 60def of the optical code reader
180. With reference to Figure 5K, an image of the object
20 in the view volume 64d, captured from the left lower
perspective and propagated through the lower transpar-
ent plate 96 along the image path segment 62d1, is re-
flected sideward toward the center of the imager 180 by
the primary mirror 130d1 along an image path segment
62d2 to a secondary mirror 130d2 in a mirror structure
130de2 which reflects the image along an image path
segment 62d3 to a tertiary mirror 130d3 in a mirror struc-
ture 130de3 which reflects the image along an image
path segment 62d4 to the imager 60def, which may be
supported on a PCB 140 (not shown). The imager 60def
may be supported on a different PCB 140 than the one
that may be used to support the imager 60abc. The image
path segments 62d1 and 62d2 have respective length-
wise axes that intersect one another at an acute angle.
[0079] Figure 5L is a front view of a fifth set of mirrors
130e (mirrors 130e1, 130e2 and 130e3) reflecting a right
lower perspective of the view volume 64e along an image
path 62e to the imager 60def of the optical code reader
180. With reference to Figure 5L, an image of the object
20 in the view volume 64e, captured from the right lower
perspective and propagated through the lower transpar-
ent plate 96 along an image path segment 62e1, is re-
flected sideward toward the center of the imager 180 by
a primary mirror 130e1 along an image path segment
62e2 to the secondary mirror 130e2 in the mirror structure
130de2 which reflects the image along an image path
segment 62e3 to the tertiary mirror 130e3 in a mirror struc-
ture 130de3 which reflects the image along an image
path segment 62e4 to the imager 60def. The image path
segments 62e1 and 62e2 have respective lengthwise ax-
es that intersect one another at an acute angle.
[0080] Figure 5M is a side view of sixth set of mirrors
130f (mirror 130f1) reflecting a back lower perspective of
a view volume 64f along an image path 62f to the imager
60def of the optical code reader 180. With reference to
Figure 5M, an image of the object 20 in the view volume
64f, captured from the back lower perspective and prop-
agated through the lower transparent plate 96 along an
image path segment 62f1, is reflected horizontally away
from the checker side by a primary mirror 130f1 along an
image path segment 62f2 to the imager 60def. The per-
spective associated with the image path 62f in Figures 5
may be oriented similarly to or differently from the per-
spective associated with the image path 62f in Figures 3
and 4. In an alternative embodiment, one or two addi-
tional mirrors 130f may be positioned along the image
path 62f to facilitate alignment with the imager 60def. The
image path segments 62f1 and 62f2 have respective
lengthwise axes that intersect one another at an acute
angle
[0081] The mirror structure 130de2 is preferably a com-
pound or split mirror that includes mirror surfaces or com-
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ponents 130d2 and 130e2 of the respective image paths
62d and 62e, and the mirror 130de3 is preferably a single
planar mirror that includes mirror components or sections
130d3 and 130e3 in the respective image paths 62d and
62e. The mirror components 130d2 and 130e2 and 130d3
and 130e3 of the respective split mirrors 130de2 and
130de2 may be arranged at different angles with respect
to the horizontal or vertical planes (and with respect to
each other) to accommodate the orientations of the dif-
ferent image paths 62d and 62e. The compound mirror
structures 130de2 and its components 130d2 and 130e2
may employ any of the variations discussed with respect
to any of the other compound mirror structures and parts
thereof described herein. In some embodiments, the mir-
ror components 130d2 and 130e2 may have nonreflective
regions in proximity to their intersections. Figure 5N il-
lustrates an example embodiment of the compound mir-
ror structures 130de2.
[0082] With reference to Figures 4 and 5, the image
paths 62d, 62e, and 62f may reflect the images of the
object 20 onto a split field imager 156, such as described
in connection with Figure 4. Exemplary imagers 60 that
may be used for these Figure 5 embodiments include
megapixel imagers with a resolution of 1280 x 1024 pixels
for the imagers 60abc and 60def. One preferred meg-
apixel imager is the model EV76C560 1.3MP CMOS im-
age sensor available from e2V of Essex, England and
Saint-Egrève, France. However, any other suitable type
of imager 60 of various resolutions may be employed.
[0083] Figure 5O is an isometric view of multiple image
paths 62 and respective multiple perspective view vol-
umes 64 that form a cumulative view volume 64g of the
optical code reader 180. An advantage of this embodi-
ment is that two imagers 60 can capture six views from
different perspectives. The image paths 62 can be alter-
natively arranged so that the imagers 60abc and 60def
can be located in different housing portions or so that
they can be supported by the same PCB 140. As with
the previous embodiments and figures, any previously
discussed variations or combinations thereof that are not
mutually exclusive may be employed.

D. Single Image Split for One Vertical and Multiple Hor-
izontal Views

[0084] This subsection describes, by way of example,
details of one type of embodiment of an imager-based
optical code reader 210. Figures 6A-6D are respective
side, isometric, front, and top views of an optical code
reader 210 capable of capturing multiple views of an ob-
ject 20 (not shown) from different perspectives. For con-
venience, the optical code reader 210 will be described
to a large extent using similar reference numerals to
those used to describe Figures 3-5 even though the di-
mensions of the housing 82, viewing windows, and/or
transparent plates may be different; the perspectives, ori-
entations, and/or sizes of the mirrors 130 may be differ-
ent; the image paths 62 may have different angles; and/or

the positioning, orientation, and/or dimensions of other
components may be different.
[0085] With reference to Figures 6A-6D, the optical
code reader 210 has only one imager 60ade that capture
three views, including at least one view from the upper
perspective and one view from the lower perspective.
[0086] Figure 6E is a map of an image field 226 of the
split-view or multi-region imager 60ade divided into three
image field regions such as a left region 232, a right region
234, and a vertical region 236, that may be adapted to
capture images from the corresponding left lower per-
spective, right lower perspective, and vertical perspec-
tive, respectively. Thus, with reference to the following
Figures 6F-6I (described in greater detail in subsequent
paragraphs), the mirror 130d3 reflects the image along
the image path segment 62d4 onto the left region 232;
the mirror 130e3 reflects the image along the image path
segment 62e4 onto the right region 234; and the mirror
130a3 reflects the image along the image path segment
62a4 onto the vertical region 236. One or more of image
field variations previously discussed with respect to the
image fields 156 or 186 may optionally employed in any
combination with respect to the image field 226 except
where such combinations are mutually exclusive.
[0087] Figure 6F is a side view of a first set of mirrors
130a (mirrors 130a1, 130a2 and 130a3) reflecting an up-
per perspective of the view volume 64a along the image
path 62a to the imager 60ade of the optical code reader
210. With reference to Figure 6F, an image of the object
20 (not shown in Figure 6) in the view volume 64a, cap-
tured generally horizontally from the upper perspective
and propagated through the upper transparent plate 106
along the image path segment 62a1, is reflected down-
ward by the primary mirror 130a1 along the image path
segment 62a2 to a secondary mirror 130a2 which reflects
the image horizontally toward the checker side along an
image path segment 62a3 to a tertiary mirror 130a3 which
reflects the image downward along an image path seg-
ment 62a4 through a lens 70ade to the imager 60ade,
which may be supported on the PCB 140 located in the
lower housing portion 84 of the housing 82.
[0088] Figure 6G is a front view of a second set of mir-
rors 130d (mirrors 130d1, 130d2 and 130d3) reflecting a
left lower perspective of the view volume 64d along the
image path 62d to the imager 60ade of the optical code
reader 210. With reference to Figure 6G, an image of the
object 20 in the view volume 64d, captured from the left
lower perspective and propagated through the lower
transparent plate 96 along the image path segment 62d1,
is reflected by the primary mirror 130d1 along an image
path segment 62d2 to a secondary mirror 130d2 which
reflects the image along an image path segment 62d3 to
a tertiary mirror 130d3 which reflects the image along an
image path segment 62d4 through the lens 70ade to the
imager 60ade.
[0089] Figure 6H is a front view of a third set of mirrors
130e (mirrors 130e1, 130e2 and 130e3) reflecting a right
lower perspective of the view volume 64e along an image
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path 62e to the imager 60ade of the optical code reader
210. With reference to Figure 6H, an image of the object
20 in the view volume 64e, captured from the right lower
perspective and propagated through the lower transpar-
ent plate 96 along an image path segment 62e1, is re-
flected by a primary mirror 130e1 along an image path
segment 62e2 to a secondary mirror 130e2 which reflects
the image along an image path segment 62e3 to a tertiary
mirror 130e3 which reflects the image along an image
path segment 62e4 through the lens 70ade to the imager
60ade.
[0090] Figure 6I is an isometric view of a compound
mirror structure 130ade used in the optical code reader
of Figures 6A-6D. The compound mirror structure
130ade comprises three reflective surfaces 130a3, 130d3
and 130e3, which are generally on the bottom sides of
the three surfaces shown on the left. The compound mir-
ror structure 130ade may be a solid or hollow molded
piece, such as shown on the right, with mirrors attached
or reflective coatings applied to the desired surfaces. The
other surfaces may be nonreflective, such as by painting
or coating or virtue of the material used to construct the
core piece. The compound mirror structure 130ade may
be made by any other suitable process. In some embod-
iments, the mirror components may have nonreflective
regions in proximity to their intersections.
[0091] Figure 6J is an isometric view of multiple image
paths 62 and respective multiple perspective view vol-
umes 64 that form a cumulative view volume 64g of the
optical code reader 210. An advantage of these embod-
iments is that one imager 60 can capture either three or
four views, with at least one view from the upper per-
spective and at least one view from the lower perspective.
As with the previous embodiments and figures, any pre-
viously discussed variations or combinations thereof that
are not mutually exclusive may be employed.
[0092] The preceding Figures 6A-6J depict an embod-
iment of the optical code reader 210 that does not facil-
itate the capture of an image from the back side of an
object 20. However, some embodiments of the optical
code reader 210 can be adapted to capture back side
images where the imager 60ade is split into four image
field regions and is thus labeled imager 60adef, as in
Figure 6K, which is an isometric view of one example of
an alternative embodiment of the optical code reader 210
modified to capture a back side image on the imager
60adef via mirrors 130f, which comprise individual mir-
rors 130f1 and 130f2 in this example embodiment.
[0093] Figure 6L is a diagram of an image field 246 of
the split-view or multi-region imager 60adef divided into
four image field regions to capture separate views. The
image field 246 may be in many respects similar to the
image field 226; however, a portion of the image field
region 238 of the image field 226 is employed to capture
the back lower perspective. Thus, the mirror 130f2 re-
flects the image along the image path 62f3 onto a back
region 238 of the image field 246 of the imager 60adef.
One or more of image field variations previously dis-

cussed with respect to the image fields 156, 186, or 286
may optionally employed in any combination with respect
to the image field 246 except where such combinations
are mutually exclusive. Exemplary imagers 60 that may
be used for these embodiments include megapixel im-
agers with a resolution of 1280 x 1024 pixels for the im-
ager 60ade or the imager 60adef. One preferred meg-
apixel imager is the model EV76C560 1.3MP CMOS im-
age sensor available from e2V of Essex, England and
Saint-Egreve, France. However, any other suitable type
of imager 60 of various resolutions may be employed.
[0094] Figure 6M is a side view of an optional fourth
set of mirrors 130f (mirrors 130f1 and 130f2) reflecting a
back lower perspective of a view volume 64f along an
image path 62f to imager 60adef of the optical code read-
er 210. An image of the object 20 in the view volume 64f,
captured from the back lower perspective and propagat-
ed through the lower transparent plate 96 along an image
path segment 62f1, is reflected by a primary mirror 130f1
generally horizontally away from the checker side along
an image path segment 62f2 to a secondary mirror 130f2
which reflects the image generally downward along an
image path segment 62f3 through the lens (not shown)
to the imager 60adef. The perspective associated with
the image path 62f in Figures 6 may be oriented similarly
to or differently from the perspective associated with the
image path 62f in Figures 3-5.
[0095] Figure 6N is an isometric view of a compound
mirror structure 130adef in the optical code reader of Fig-
ure 6K. The compound mirror structure 130adef compris-
es four reflective surfaces 130a3, 130d3, 130e3 and
130f2. The compound mirror structure 130adef may be
a solid or hollow molded piece, such as shown on the
right, with mirrors attached or reflective coatings applied
to the desired surfaces. The other surfaces may be non-
reflective, such as by painting or coating or virtue of the
material used to construct the core piece. In some em-
bodiments, the mirror components may have nonreflec-
tive regions in proximity to their intersections. The com-
pound mirror structure 130adef may be made by any oth-
er suitable process.
[0096] The optics arrangements described above may
contain additional optical components such as filters,
lenses, or other optical components may be optionally
placed in some or all of the image paths 62. The mirror
components may include optical components such as
surface treatments designed to filter or pass certain light
wavelengths. In some embodiments, the image reflected
by each mirror component can be captured by the entire
image field or view volume 64 when pulsed lighting and/or
different wavelengths are used to separate the images
obtained by the different perspectives. One or more lens-
es may be positioned within one or more of the image
paths 62. The mirrors 130 preferably have planar reflect-
ing surfaces. In some embodiments, however, one or
more curved mirrors or focusing mirrors could be em-
ployed in one or more of the imaging paths 62 provided
that appropriate lenses or image manipulating software
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is employed. In some embodiments, one or more of the
mirrors 130 may be a dichroic mirror to provide for se-
lective reflection of images under different wavelengths.
[0097] The mirrors 130 may have quadrilateral profiles
or outlines, but may have other shapes, such as other
polygons. In some preferred embodiments, one or more
of the mirrors 130 have trapezoidal profiles. In some al-
ternative embodiments, one or more of the mirrors 130
may have a circular or oval profile. The mirrors 130 may
have dimensions sufficient for their respective locations
to propagate an image large enough to occupy an entire
image field of an imager 60. The mirrors 130 may also
be positioned and have dimensions sufficiently small so
that the mirrors do not occlude images being propagated
along any of the other image paths 62.
[0098] The mirrors 130 may be appropriately spaced
to account for the depth of field of the respective imagers
60. The imagers 60 may have different depths of field,
and the image paths 62 may have different lengths, dif-
ferent segment lengths, and different numbers of mirrors
130. In some embodiments, the numbers of mirrors 130
in any image path 62 is selected to provide the fewest
number of mirrors 130 in a housing of given dimensions.
The image paths 62 may also or alternatively be modified
to introduce additional mirrors 130 to select whether an
actual image or whether a reverse image (enantiomor-
phic image) of the object will be received by any given
imager 60. Moreover, the same enantiomorphic image
of the object 20 from the different perspectives of the
object 20 may reach the imagers 60 or different enanti-
omorphic images of the object 20 may reach the imagers
60. Exemplary imagers 60 that may be used include wide
VGA imagers with a resolution of 752 x 480 pixels. One
preferred VGA imager is the model MT9V022 available
from Aptina Imaging of Corvallis, Oregon or San Jose,
California; however, any other suitable type of imager 60
of various resolutions may be employed.
[0099] The mirrors 130 not only facilitate to capture
many different perspectives of an object 20, but also help
to reduce the dimensions of a housing 82 needed to
house all the imagers 60. For example, the image paths
62 from the imagers into the view volume 64 via the sets
of mirrors 130 associated with the respective perspec-
tives permits either or both of the lower and upper housing
portions 84 and 86 to have at least one housing dimen-
sion that is smaller than a direct-perspective dimension
for viewing the view volume from the same perspective
directly.

III. Methods andlor Modes of Operation

A. Virtual Scan Line Processing

[0100] A fixed virtual scan line pattern (omnidirectional
pattern in Figure 7A) can be used to decode images such
as used in the Magellan-1000i model scanner made by
Datalogic Scanning, Inc. of Eugene, Oregon. In some
embodiments, an alternative technique based on a vision

library may be used with one or more of the imagers 60.
In general, any image processing technique for decoding
an optical code in an image can be employed with the
readers described herein.

B. Adaptive Virtual Scan Line Processing

[0101] In order to reduce the amount of memory and
processing required to decode linear and stacked bar-
codes, an adaptive virtual scan line processing method
may be used. The left picture of Figure 7A shows an
image of a linear barcode. The scan lines traverse or
overlie linear subsets of the 2-D image, of various angles
and offsets. These "virtual scan lines" can be processed
as a set of linear signals in a fashion conceptually similar
to a flying spot laser scanner. The image can be deblurred
with a one-dimensional filter kernel instead of a full 2-D
kernel, reducing the processing requirements significant-
ly.
[0102] The rotationally symmetric nature of the lens
blurring function allows the linear deblurring process to
occur without needing any pixels outside the virtual scan
line boundaries. The virtual scan line is assumed to be
crossing roughly orthogonal to the bars. The bars will
absorb the blur spot modulation in the non-scanning axis,
yielding a line spread function in the scanning axis. The
resulting line spread function is identical regardless of
virtual scan line orientation. However, because the pixel
spacing varies depending on rotation (a 45 degree virtual
scan line has a pixel spacing that is 1.4X larger than a
horizontal or vertical scan line) the scaling of the deblur-
ring equalizer needs to change with respect to angle.
[0103] If a stacked barcode symbology (such as RSS
or PDF-417, as shown in Figure 7B) is imaged, the device
can start with an omnidirectional virtual scan line pattern
and then determine which scan lines were best aligned
to the barcode. The pattern can then be adapted to more
closely align with the orientation and position of the bar-
code to enable efficient decoding. Thus the device can
read highly truncated barcodes and stacked barcodes
with a low amount of processing compared to a reader
that processes the entire image in every frame.

C. Stitching

[0104] Partial portions of an optical code (from multiple
perspectives) may be combined to form a complete op-
tical code by a process known as stitching. The concept
of stitching may be described herein only by way of ex-
ample to a UPCA label, one of the most common types
in the grocery world. The UPCA label has "guard bars"
on the left and right side of the label and a center guard
pattern in the middle. Each side has 6 digits encoded. It
is possible to discern whether you are decoding the left
or the right half. It is possible to decode the left half and
the right half separately and then combine (stitch) the
decoded results to create the complete label. It is also
possible to stitch one side of the label from two pieces.
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In order to reduce errors, it is best that these partial scans
include some overlap region. Suppose we denote the
end guard patterns as G and the center guard pattern as
C and we are encoding the UPCA label 012345678905,
we could write this as G012345C678905G.
[0105] Stitching left and right halves would entail read-
ing G012345C and C678905G and putting that together
to get the full label. Stitching a left half with a 2-digit over-
lap might entail reading G0123 and 2345C to make
G012345C. An example virtual scan line decoding sys-
tem outputs pieces of labels that may be as short as a
guard pattern and 4 digits. Using stitching rules, full labels
can assembled from pieces decoded from subsequent
images from the same camera or pieces decoded from
images of multiple cameras. Further details of stitching
and virtual line scan methods are described in U.S. Pat.
Nos. 5,493,108 and 5,446,271, the disclosures of which
are herein incorporated by reference in their entireties.

D. Progressive Imaging

[0106] Some of the following techniques for optical
code reading may be employed in some of the embodi-
ments. In some embodiments, a data reader includes an
image sensor that is progressively exposed to capture
an image on a rolling basis. This type of imager is also
known as a rolling shutter imager. The image sensor is
used with a processor to detect and quantify ambient
light intensity. Based on the intensity of the ambient light,
the processor controls integration times for the rows of
photodiodes of a CMOS imager. The processor also co-
ordinates when a light source is pulsed based on the
intensity of the ambient light and the integration times for
the photodiode rows.
[0107] Depending on the amount of ambient light and
the integration times, the light source may be pulsed one
or more times per frame to create stop-motion images of
a moving target where the stop-motion images are suit-
able for processing to decode data represented by the
moving target. Under bright ambient light conditions, for
example, the processor may cause the rows to sequen-
tially integrate with a relatively short integration time and
without pulsing the light source, which creates a slanted
image of a moving target. Under medium light conditions,
for example, the rows may integrate sequentially and with
an integration time similar to the integration time for bright
ambient light, and the processor pulses the light source
several times per frame to create a stop-motion image
of a moving target with multiple shifts between portions
of the image. The image portions created when the light
pulses may overlie a blurrier, slanted image of the moving
target. Under low light conditions, for example, the proc-
essor may cause the rows to sequentially integrate with
a relatively long integration time and may pulse the light
source once when all the rows are integrating during the
same time period. The single pulse of light creates a stop-
motion image of a moving target that may overlie a blur-
rier, slanted image of the moving target.

[0108] In some embodiments, a data imager contains
multiple CMOS imagers and has multiple light sources.
Different CMOS imagers "see" different light sources, in
other words, the light from different light sources is de-
tected by different CMOS imagers. Relatively synchro-
nized images may be captured by the multiple CMOS
imagers without synchronizing the CMOS imagers when
the CMOS imagers operate at a relatively similar frame
rate. For example, one CMOS imager is used as a master
so that all of the light sources are pulsed when a number
of rows of the master CMOS imager are integrating. In
other embodiments, it is beneficial to have all CMOS im-
agers synchronized with each other and with the pulsed
illumination sources. All illumination sources could be set
to pulse at the same time, providing illumination for all
imagers. Alternatively, one or more imagers may receive
pulsed illumination from a subset of the illumination
sources. This may reduce the effects of specular reflec-
tion.
[0109] Another embodiment pulses a light source more
than once per frame. Preferably, the light source is pulsed
while a number of rows are integrating, and the number
of integrating rows is less than the total number of rows
in the CMOS imager. The result of dividing the total
number of rows in the CMOS imager by the number of
integrating rows is an integer in some embodiments. Al-
ternatively, in other embodiments, the result of dividing
the total number of rows in the CMOS imager by the
number of integrating rows is not an integer. When the
result of dividing the total number of rows in the CMOS
imager by the number of integrating rows is an integer,
image frames may be divided into the same sections for
each frame. On the other hand, when the result of dividing
the total number of rows in the CMOS imager by the
number of integrating rows is not an integer, successive
image frames may be divided into different sections.
[0110] Other embodiments can use a mechanical shut-
ter in place of a rolling shutter to capture stop-motion
images of a moving target. A mechanical shutter may
include a flexible member attached to a shutter that
blocks light from impinging a CMOS imager or other suit-
able image sensor. The shutter may be attached to a
bobbin that has an electrically conductive material wound
around a spool portion of the bobbin, where the spool
portion faces away from the shutter. The spool portion
of the bobbin may be proximate one or more permanent
magnets. When an electric current runs through the elec-
trically conductive material wound around the spool, a
magnetic field is created and interacts with the magnetic
field from the one or more permanent magnets to move
the shutter to a position that allows light to impinge a
CMOS imager or other suitable image sensor.

IV. Conclusion

[0111] Further preferred embodiments will described
in the following:
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1. A method for reading an optical code on an object
(20) in a viewing volume (64) bounded on two gen-
erally transverse sides by respective first and second
viewing surfaces, by use of a number of imagers
(60), the method comprising: directing a plurality of
views (62) from the viewing volume (64) onto differ-
ent imager portions of the set of imagers (60), where-
in each of the plurality of views (62) passes through
one of said first and second viewing surfaces, at least
one of said views (62) passes through the first view-
ing surface, at least one of said views (62) passes
through the second viewing surface, wherein the
number of views (62) is at least three, wherein at
least one of the views (62) is reflected off at least
one mirror (130), and wherein the number of views
(62) is greater than the number of imagers (60); form-
ing at least one image with said number of imagers
(60); and processing the optical code based on said
at least one image.

2. A method according to clause 1, wherein the
number of imagers (60) is greater than one.

3. A method according to clause , wherein said at
least one of said number of imagers (60abc,60def,
60def,60ade) forms images from multiple views (62).

4. A method according to clause 3, wherein the
number of imagers (60) is two, wherein a first imager
has three distinct views (62), each passing through
the first viewing surface, and wherein a second im-
ager has one view, which passes through the second
viewing surface.

5. A method according to clause 3, wherein the
number of imagers (60) is two, wherein a first imager
has three distinct fields of view, each passing
through the first viewing surface, and wherein a sec-
ond imager has three distinct fields of view, each
field of view passing through the second viewing sur-
face.

6. A method according to clause 3, wherein the di-
recting step comprises: directing a first view (64)
from the viewing volume (64) onto a first portion of
a split-view imager (60abc,60def, 60def,60ade) via
reflection off a first surface on a compound mirror
structure (130def,130bc2,130de2,130ade,130adef);
and directing a second view (64) from the viewing
volume (64) onto a second portion of a split-view
imager (60abc,60def, 60def,60ade) via reflection off
a second surface on the compound mirror (130def,
130bc2, 130de2, 130ade, 130adef) structure.

7. A method according to clause 6, wherein the com-
pound mirror structure (130def, 130bc2, 130de2,
130ade, 130adef) is a monolithic piece.

8. A method according to clause 1, wherein the
number of imagers (60) is one.

9. A method according to clause 8, wherein the im-
ager (60ade) has three distinct views (62), two of
which pass through the first viewing surface and one
of which passes through the second viewing surface.

10. A method according to clause 8, wherein the im-
agers (60adef) has four distinct views (62), three of
which pass through the first viewing surface and one
of which passes through the second viewing surface.

11. A method according to clause 1, wherein the di-
recting step comprises: directing at least one of said
plurality of views (62) from the viewing volume (64)
along a perspective through a viewing surface onto
an imager (60) via a tortuous path reflecting off at
least one mirror (130), thereby causing the imager
(60) to be closer to the viewing surface than if a
straight path having the same perspective were uti-
lized.

12. A method according to clause 1, wherein the
processing step is performed by equipment located
entirely behind one of said viewing surfaces.

13. A method according to clause 1, wherein the op-
tical code is a one-dimensional optical code.

14. A method according to clause 13, wherein the
processing step comprises: stitching together a first
portion of the optical code in an image formed by a
first imager portion and a second portion of the op-
tical code in an image formed by a second imager
portion.

15. A method according to clause 1 , wherein the
decoding step comprises: processing pixels of an
image along a virtual scan line across the image.

16. A method according to clause 15, wherein the
virtual scan line is a member of a set of omnidirec-
tional virtual scan lines.

17. A method according to clause 16, further com-
prising: switching from use of the set of omnidirec-
tional virtual scan lines to a set of more closely
spaced unidirectional virtual scan lines.

18. A method according to clause 1, further compris-
ing: illuminating the object (20) in the viewing volume
(64).

19. A method according to clause 18, wherein illu-
minating the object (20) in the viewing volume (64)
comprises: illuminating a portion of the viewing vol-
ume (64) seen in the first view at approximately the
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same time when an imager is exposed to form an
image from the first view; and illuminating a portion
of the viewing volume (64) seen in the second view
at approximately the same time when an imager is
exposed to form an image from the second view.

20. A method according to clause 1, further compris-
ing: focusing a total field of view for each imager (60)
in the set of one or more imagers (60) through a
respective lens (70) for each such imager (60).

21. A method according to clause 1, wherein said at
least one mirror (130) is fixed in position.

22. A method according to clause 1, wherein the plu-
rality of views (62) are capable of cumulatively view-
ing at least four sides of a six-sided polyhedron (20)
positioned within the viewing volume (64).

23. A method according to clause 22, wherein the
plurality of views (62) are capable of cumulatively
viewing at least five sides of the six-sided polyhedron
(20).

24. A method according to clause 1, wherein the
number of imagers (60) is two and the number of
views (62) is four.

25. A method according to clause 1, wherein the
number of imagers (60) is two and the number of
views (62) is six.

26. A method according to clause 1, wherein the
number of imagers (60) is one and the number of
views (62) is three.

27. A method according to clause 1, wherein the
number of imagers (60) is one and the number of
views (62) is four.

28. A method for reading an optical code on an object
(20) in a viewing volume (64) bounded on two gen-
erally transverse sides by respective first and second
viewing surfaces, by use of a plurality of imagers
(60), the method comprising: directing a plurality of
views (62) from the viewing volume (64) onto differ-
ent imager portions of the set of imagers (60), where-
in each of the plurality of views (62) passes through
one of said first and second viewing surfaces, at least
one of said views (62) passes through the first view-
ing surface, at least one of said views (62) passes
through the second viewing surface, wherein the
number of views (62) is at least three, and wherein
at least one of the views (62) is reflected off at least
one mirror (130); forming at least one image with
said plurality of imagers (60), wherein at least a first
and second of said plurality of imagers (60) are
mounted on opposing surfaces of a common circuit

board (140); and processing the optical code based
on said at least one image.

29. A method according to clause 28, wherein the
first imager (60) has a first receiving surface with a
first orientation at a first angle with respect to the
common circuit board (140) and the second imager
(60) has a second receiving surface with a second
orientation at a second angle with respect to the com-
mon circuit board (140), the first angle being different
from the second angle.

30. A method according to clause 28, wherein the
number of imagers (60) equals the number of views
(62).

31. A method according to clause 28, wherein the
number of imagers (60) is six, wherein three imagers
(60) have three respective distinct fields of view (64),
each passing through the first viewing surface, and
wherein three imagers (60) have three respective
distinct fields of view (64), each passing through the
second viewing surface.

32. A method according to clause 31, wherein the
three imagers (60) having fields of view (64) passing
through the first viewing surface are mounted on one
side of the common circuit board (140), and the three
imagers (60) having fields of view (64) passing
through the second viewing surface are mounted on
the opposite side of the common circuit board (140).

33. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) for
forming images of an optical code on an object (20),
the optical code reader (80,150,180,210) compris-
ing: a first viewing surface; a second viewing surface
generally transverse to the first viewing surface, the
first and second surfaces bounding a viewing volume
(64) in which the object (20) may be imaged; a set
of one or more imagers (60) positioned on an oppo-
site side of one or more of the first and second view-
ing surfaces relative to the viewing volume (64), and
oriented and configured to capture images of the ob-
ject (20), when the object (20) is in the viewing vol-
ume (64), from at least three different views (62),
wherein each of the views (62) passes through one
of said first and second viewing surfaces, at least
one of said views (62) passes through the first view-
ing surface, at least one of said views (62) passes
through the second viewing surface, and the number
of views (62) is greater than the number of imagers
(60); and at least one mirror (130) positioned on an
opposite side of one or more of the first and second
viewing surfaces relative to the viewing volume (64),
wherein at least one of the views (62) is reflected off
one or more of said at least one mirror (130).

34. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
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ing to clause 33, wherein the number of imagers (60)
is two, wherein a first imager (60def) has three dis-
tinct views (62), each passing through the first view-
ing surface, and wherein a second imager (60a) has
one view, which passes through the second viewing
surface.

35. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 33, wherein the number of imagers (60)
is two, wherein a first imager (60def) has three dis-
tinct fields of view, each passing through the first
viewing surface, and wherein a second imager
(60abc) has three distinct fields of view, each pass-
ing through the second viewing surface.

36. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 33, wherein one of said imagers (60)
is a split-view imager (60), and a first view from the
viewing volume (64) onto a first portion of the split-
view imager (60) is via reflection off a first surface
on a compound mirror (130) structure, and a second
view from the viewing volume (64) onto a second
portion of the split-view imager (60) is via reflection
off a second surface on the compound mirror (130)
structure.

37. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 36, wherein the compound mirror kdfi
structure (130def, 130bc2, 130de2, 130ade,
130adef) is a monolithic piece.

38. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 33, wherein the number of imagers (60)
is one.

39. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 38, wherein the imager (60) has three
distinct views (62), two of which pass through the
first viewing surface and one of which passes
through the second viewing surface.

40. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 38, wherein the imagers (60) has four
distinct views (62), three of which pass through the
first viewing surface and one of which passes
through the second viewing surface.

41. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 33, further comprising: a housing posi-
tioned on an opposite side of one or more of the first
and second viewing surfaces relative to the viewing
volume (64), the housing containing the set of one
or more imagers (60).

42. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 41, wherein the housing comprises first
and second intersecting housing portions, wherein
the first housing portion borders the first viewing sur-

face and the second housing portion borders the sec-
ond viewing surface, and wherein the set of one or
more imagers (60) is both contained within either the
first housing portion or the second housing portion
or in an intersection thereof.

43. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 42, wherein one of the first and second
housing portions is an upper side housing portion
and the other is a lower housing portion, and the first
and second housing portions form a generally L-
shaped structure.

44. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 40, wherein an optical path from of at
least one of said views (62) onto an imager (60) is
via a tortuous path reflecting off at least one mirror
(130), thereby causing the imager (60) to be closer
to the viewing surface than if a straight path having
the same perspective were utilized.

45. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 33, further comprising: electronic cir-
cuitry connected to the set of one or more imagers
(60) operable to decode the optical code by process-
ing the images of the object (20).

46. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 45, wherein the electronic circuitry is
positioned entirely on an opposite side of one of the
first and second viewing surfaces relative to the view-
ing volume (64).

47. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 46, wherein the first viewing surface is
a horizontal surface, and the second surface is a
vertical surface, and the electronic circuitry is posi-
tioned entirely below the first viewing surface.

48. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 33, further comprising: a focusing lens
positioned in an optical path for each imager (60) in
the set of one or more imagers (60), wherein there
is one separate focusing lens for each such imager
(60).

49. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 33, wherein said at least one mirror
(130) is fixed in position.

50. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 33, wherein the plurality of views (62)
are capable of cumulatively viewing at least four
sides of a six-sided polyhedron (20) positioned within
the viewing volume (64).

51. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 50, wherein the plurality of views (62)
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are capable of cumulatively viewing at least five
sides of the six-sided polyhedron (20).

52. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 33, wherein the first and second viewing
surfaces are orthogonal to one another.

53. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 33, wherein the optical code reader
(80,150,180,210) is bioptic.

54. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 33, wherein each of the views (62) re-
flects off the same mirror (130) no more than once.

55. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 33, wherein the number of imagers (60)
is two and the number of views (62) is four.

56. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 33, wherein the number of imagers (60)
is two and the number of views (62) is six.

57. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 33, wherein the number of imagers (60)
is one and the number of views (62) is three.

58. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 33, wherein the number of imagers (60)
is one and the number of views (62) is four.

59. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) for
forming images of an optical code on an object (20),
the optical code reader (80,150,180,210) compris-
ing: a first viewing surface; a second viewing surface
generally transverse to the first viewing surface, the
first and second surfaces bounding a viewing volume
(64) in which the object (20) may be imaged; a set
of two or more imagers (60) positioned on an oppo-
site side of one or more of the first and second view-
ing surfaces relative to the viewing volume (64), and
oriented and configured to capture images of the ob-
ject (20), when the object (20) is in the viewing vol-
ume (64), from at least three different views (62),
wherein each of the views (62) passes through one
of said first and second viewing surfaces, at least
one of said views (62) passes through the first view-
ing surface, and at least one of said views (62) pass-
es through the second viewing surface; a common
circuit board (140) having opposing first and second
sides, wherein at least some of said imagers (60)
are mounted on the first side of the common circuit
board (140) and at least some of said imagers (60)
are mounted on the second side of the common cir-
cuit board (140); and at least one mirror (130) posi-
tioned on an opposite side of one or more of the first
and second viewing surfaces relative to the viewing
volume (64), wherein at least one of the views (62)

is reflected off one or more of said at least one mirror
(130).

60. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 59, wherein a first imager (60) has a
first receiving surface with a first orientation at a first
angle with respect to the common circuit board (140)
and a second imager (60) has a second receiving
surface with a second orientation at a second angle
with respect to the common circuit board (140), the
first angle being different from the second angle.

61. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 59, wherein the number of imagers (60)
is six, wherein three imagers (60) have three respec-
tive distinct fields of view, each passing through the
first viewing surface, and wherein three imagers (60)
have three respective distinct fields of view, each
passing through the second viewing surface.

62. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 61, wherein the three imagers (60) hav-
ing fields of view passing through the first viewing
surface are mounted on one side of the common
circuit board (140), and the three imagers (60) having
fields of view passing through the second viewing
surface are mounted on the opposite side of the com-
mon circuit board (140).

63. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) accord-
ing to clause 59, wherein the number of imagers (60)
equals the number of views (62)

[0112] The terms and descriptions used above are set
forth by way of illustration only and are not meant as
limitations. Those skilled in the art will recognize that
many variations can be made to the details of the above-
described embodiments without departing from the un-
derlying principles of the invention. For example, split
mirrors 130 and/or sets of multiple fold mirrors 130 can
be employed in alternative embodiments of the optical
code reader that obtains views from only one of the upper
or lower perspective. As another example, although de-
scribed primarily with respect to a checker-assisted data
reader, the readers and methods described herein may
be employed in a self-checkout system or an automatic
reader, such as a tunnel scanner employing multiple
housing portions that obtain multiple perspectives
through multiple viewing windows. The subject matter
disclosed in any sentence or paragraph herein can be
combined with the subject matter of one or more of any
other sentences or paragraphs herein as long as such
combinations are not mutually exclusive or inoperable.

Claims

1. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) for forming
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images of an optical code on an object (20), the op-
tical code reader (80,150,180,210) comprising:

a first viewing surface;
a second viewing surface generally transverse
to the first viewing surface, the first and second
surfaces bounding a viewing volume (64) in
which the object (20) may be imaged;
a number of imagers (60) positioned on an op-
posite side of one or more of the first and second
viewing surfaces relative to the viewing volume
(64), and the number of imagers being oriented
and configured to capture images of the object
(20), when the object (20) is in the viewing vol-
ume (64), from at least first and second views
(62), wherein the first view propagates along a
first image path, wherein the second view prop-
agates along a second image path, wherein the
number of imagers is one or more imagers,
wherein each of the views (62) passes through
one of said first and second viewing surfaces,
at least one of said views (62) passes through
the first viewing surface, at least one of said
views (62) passes through the second viewing
surface, and the number of views (62) is greater
than the number of imagers (60), wherein at
least one imager has first and second imager
portions that employ at least some different pixel
imaging elements such that the first imager por-
tion is operable to obtain the first view and sec-
ond imager portion is operable to obtain the sec-
ond view, and wherein the first and second im-
age paths are bilaterally symmetrical; and
a plurality of fixed mirrors including at least a
first mirror and a second mirror (130) positioned
on an opposite side of one or more of the first
and second viewing surfaces relative to the
viewing volume (64), wherein at least one of the
views (62) is reflected off the plurality of fixed
mirrors (130).

2. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) according
to claim 1, wherein one of said imagers (60) is a split-
view imager (60), and a first view from the viewing
volume (64) onto a first portion of the split-view im-
ager (60) is via reflection off a first surface on a com-
pound mirror (130) structure, and a second view from
the viewing volume (64) onto a second portion of the
split-view imager (60) is via reflection off a second
surface on the compound mirror (130) structure.

3. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) according
to claim 2, wherein the compound mirror structure
(130def,130bc2,130de2,130ade,130adef) is a mon-
olithic piece.

4. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) according
to any of claims 1 to 3, wherein the number of imagers

(60) is one.

5. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) according
to claim 1, wherein an optical path from at least one
of said views (62) onto an imager (60) is via a tortuous
path reflecting off at least one mirror (130), thereby
causing the imager (60) to be closer to the viewing
surface than if a straight path having the same per-
spective were utilized.

6. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) according
to claim 1, further comprising:

electronic circuitry connected to the number of
imagers (60) operable to decode the optical
code by processing the images of the object
(20).

7. An optical code reader (80, 150, 180, 210) according
to claim 5, wherein processing the images of the ob-
ject (20) comprises:

stitching together a first portion of the optical
code in an image formed by a first imager portion
and a second portion of the optical code in an
image formed by a second imager portion.

8. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) according
to claim 1, further comprising:

a focusing lens positioned in an optical path for
each imager (60) in the number of imagers (60),
wherein there is one separate focusing lens for
each such imager (60).

9. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) according
to claim 1, wherein the first and second viewing sur-
faces are substantially orthogonal to one another.

10. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) according
to claim 1, wherein each of the views (62) reflects
off the same mirror (130) no more than once.

11. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) according
to claim 1, wherein the number of imagers (60) is
two and the number of views (62) is four or six.

12. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) according
to claim 1, wherein the number of imagers (60) is
one and the number of views (62) is two.

13. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) according
to claim 1, wherein the number of imagers (60) is
one and the number of views (62) is three or four.

14. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) according
to claim 1, wherein the first and second views have
opposing directions.
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15. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) according
to claim 1, wherein the first and second views are
oriented to capture opposing sides of the object.

16. An optical code reader (80,150,180,210) according
to claim 1, wherein the at least one of the number of
imagers forms images from multiple views simulta-
neously.
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