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(54) INTAKE DEVICE

(57) An air intake device offers simplified construc-
tion, reduced size, lowered cost, etc., while facilitating
disposing of throttle body and driving part in intake air
passage, allowing throttle body to be reliably held, and
eliminating possible occurrence of intake air leakage,
etc. , thus positively securing the performance. The air
intake device includes an actuator and an intake air man-
ifold made of resin. In actuator, there are provided a throt-

tle body, a throttle valve, a motor for opening/Closing
throttle valve, and a power transmission mechanism.
Throttle valve and motor are positioned and held on one
side of a support member, and power transmission mech-
anism is on the other side. In intake air manifold, a hous-
ing chamber is provided. When a fixing part of support
member is jointed to a part to be fixed of intake air man-
ifold, throttle body and motor are accommodated in a
predetermined position in housing chamber.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an air intake
device for an internal combustion engine, and particularly
to an air intake device which opens/closes an intake air
passage with a throttle valve.

Background Art

[0002] With an electronic throttle device disclosed in
the following Patent Document 1, a throttle body including
a throttle valve is integrally molded with an intake air man-
ifold, being made of resin material, and a driving part
including a motor for rotating the throttle valve and a gear
mechanism for transmitting power of the motor to the
throttle valve is connected to the throttle body by welding.
Further, with an air intake device disclosed in the follow-
ing Patent Document 2, a connection pipe formed in a
throttle body which integrally includes a motor for rotating
a throttle valve is screwed to a connection pipe holding
part formed in an intake air manifold, and a flange in the
throttle body is fastened to that in the intake air manifold
with a bolt, thereby the throttle body including a driving
part being connected to the intake air manifold.
[0003]

Patent document 1: Japanese Unexamined Patent
Application Publication No. 2005-233146
Patent document 2: Japanese Unexamined Patent
Application Publication No. 2010-116794

Disclosure of the Invention

Problems to be Solved by the Invention

[0004] With the electronic throttle device disclosed in
Patent Document 1, the throttle body made of resin ma-
terial tends to be deformed under the influence of man-
ufacturing error, heat, or the like, and there is a possibility
that an intake air leakage may be caused from a clear-
ance produced in a deformed portion, thereby the air in-
take performance being deteriorated. In addition, in order
to mount the driving part to the throttle body, a construc-
tion which divides the throttle shaft for supporting the
throttle valve into two and links them to each other is
taken, thereby it being difficult to control the throttle valve
with high accuracy. Further, in order to link between
shafts, a high manufacturing accuracy is required, result-
ing in an increase in manufacturing cost. With the air
intake device disclosed in Patent Document 2, there is a
possibility that the bolt fastening the flange in the throttle
body to that in the intake air manifold may be loosened
due to a vibration of the motor, and the like, resulting in
the throttle body coming off from the intake air manifold,
and therefore the throttle body cannot be reliably held on
the intake air manifold. In addition, in order to reliably

hold the throttle body including the motor by means of
the flange part, the flange in the throttle body mounting
part is required to have a rigidity to withstand the weight
of the motor, which requires to take such a measure as
increasing the size or thickness of the flange, thereby
there occurring a possibility that the size or weight may
have to be greatly increased.
[0005] In view of the above-mentioned problems, the
present invention has been made, and it is an object of
the present invention to provide an air intake device which
offers such advantages as simplified construction, re-
duced size, and lowered cost, while facilitating disposing
of the throttle body and driving part in the intake air pas-
sage, allowing the throttle body to be reliably held, and
eliminating the possible occurrence of intake air leakage,
and the like, thus positively securing the performance.

Means for Solving the Problems

[0006] In order to solve such problems, in one aspect
of the present invention, there is provided an air intake
device, including: a throttle body for defining a throttle
bore; a throttle valve for opening/closing the throttle bore;
a motor for driving the throttle valve to open/close the
same; a power transmission mechanism for transmitting
drive power of the motor to the throttle valve; a support
member for positioning and holding, on one side, the
throttle body and the motor, and positioning and holding,
on the other side, the power transmission mechanism;
and a passage member formed of a resin material for
defining an intake air passage together with the throttle
bore, wherein the passage member is provided with a
housing chamber for accommodating the throttle body
and the motor.
[0007] In another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided an air intake device, in which the support
member has a fixing part formed so as to be jointed to
the passage member, and, with the fixing part being joint-
ed to the passage member, the throttle body and the
motor are accommodated in a predetermined position in
the housing chamber.
[0008] In another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided an air intake device, in which, in the housing
chamber of the passage member, there are provided a
fitting part to be engaged with an end face of the throttle
bore, and a guide face for guiding the throttle body into
the housing chamber, leading it to a predetermined po-
sition such that the end face of the throttle bore and the
fitting part are engaged with each other.
[0009] In another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided an air intake device, in which the support
member is jointed to the passage member such that an
accommodation opening in the housing chamber is
blocked.
[0010] In another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided an air intake device, in which the passage
member is an intake air manifold.
[0011] In another aspect of the present invention, there

1 2 



EP 2 711 524 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

is provided an air intake device, in which, between the
motor and the housing chamber, there is interposed an
urging member for urging the motor in a direction reverse
to the direction of insertion of the motor into the housing
chamber.
[0012] In another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided an air intake device, in which the fixing part
has an elastically deformable engaging pawl, and the
support member is jointed to the passage member with
the engaging pawl being engaged with the passage
member.
[0013] In another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided an air intake device, in which the fixing part
has a projecting part, the outer peripheral face thereof
having a through-hole opened therein, and the support
member is jointed to the passage member by means of
an engaging member inserted into the through-hole for
engaging the support member with the passage member.

Advantages of the Invention

[0014] In accordance with the present invention, it is
capable of offering such advantages as simplified con-
struction, reduced size, and lowered cost, while facilitat-
ing disposing of the throttle body and driving part in a
predetermined position, and allowing the throttle body to
be reliably held without being influenced by the motor,
and the like.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0015]

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing an air intake
device in one embodiment of the present invention;
Figure 2 (a) and Figure 2 (b) are drawings showing
a throttle control device in Figure 1;
Figure 3 is a sectional view showing the throttle con-
trol device in Figure 1;
Figure 4 is a front view showing a passage member
in Figure 1;
Figure 5 is a cross sectional view showing a housing
chamber in Figure 4;
Figure 6 is an exploded perspective view illustrating
a method for assembling between a passage mem-
ber and a throttle body;
Figure 7(a) and Figure 7(b) are drawings illustrating
a method for jointing a throttle bore to the housing
chamber;
Figure 8(a) and Figure 8(b) are drawings illustrating
a method for positioning of a motor in the housing
chamber;
Figure 9 (a) and Figure 9 (b) are drawings giving an
example of method for jointing between a fixing part
and a part to be fixed; and
Figure 10 (a), Figure 10 (b), and Figure 10 (c) are
drawings giving another example of method for joint-
ing between the fixing part and the part to be fixed.

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

[0016] Hereinbelow, one embodiment of the present
invention will be explained with reference to the drawings.
[0017] As shown in Figure 1, an air intake device 1
includes a throttle control device 2, and an intake air man-
ifold 4 which defines an intake air passage 3.
[0018] As shown in Figure 2(a), Figure 2(b), and Figure
3, the throttle control device 2 includes a throttle body 21
which defines a throttle bore 211; a throttle valve 22 which
opens/closes the throttle bore 211; a motor 23 which
drives the throttle valve 22 to open/close the same; and
a power transmission mechanism for transmitting driving
power of the motor 23 to the throttle valve 22.
[0019] The throttle body 21 and the motor 23 are lo-
cated on one side of a support member 24.
[0020] Further, the power transmission mechanism is
incorporated, being positioned on the other side of the
support member 24. The power transmission mechanism
includes a gear 251 which is fixed to a rotating shaft 231
of the motor 23; a gear 252 which is meshed with the
gear 251; a gear 253 which is rotated integrally with the
gear 252; and a gear 254 which is fixed to a rotating shaft
221 of the throttle valve 22, being meshed with the gear
253. The gear 252 and the gear 253 are supported by a
rotating shaft which is pivoted to the support member 24.
[0021] Both end faces 21a of the throttle body 21 pro-
vide a tapered flange face. At an end face of the motor
23, a leaf spring 6 is mounted. The support member 24
is provided with a fixing part 25 which is jointed to the
intake air manifold 4. In the fixing part 25, there is formed
a through-hole 26 penetrating through the fixing part 25
in the direction of jointing to the intake air manifold 4.
[0022] The intake air manifold 4 is formed of a resin
material, and as shown in Figure 4, has a housing cham-
ber 41 which accommodates the throttle body 21 and the
motor 23. As shown in Figure 5, the housing chamber 41
has a housing part 411 in which the throttle body 21 is
accommodated, and a housing part 412 in which the mo-
tor 23 is accommodated. In the housing part 411, there
is provided a joint face 43 which is jointed to the end face
21a of the throttle body 21, being tapered so as to guide
the throttle body 21 into the housing part 411.
[0023] As shown in Figure 4, in the intake air manifold
4, there is formed a part to be fixed 45 to which the fixing
part 25 is jointed. In the part to be fixed 45, there is formed
an insertion hole 4 6 penetrating through the part to be
fixed 45 in the direction of jointing to the throttle control
device 2. In addition, the intake air manifold 4 has a surge
tank 44 in the intake air passage 3 located downstream
of the throttle body 21.
[0024] As shown with an arrow in Figure 6, the support
member 24 is assembled to the intake air manifold 4 so
as to block the accommodation opening in the housing
chamber 41 with the fixing part 25 being jointed to the
part to be fixed 45. The fixing part 25 is jointed to the part
to be fixed 45 with a bolt inserted into the through-hole
26 being fastened to a nut in the insertion hole 46. The
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mating face of the fixing part 25 of the support member
24 and that of the part to be fixed 45 formed in the intake
air manifold 4 determine the inserting position of the throt-
tle body 21 in the direction of insertion in the intake air
passage 3. Further, the fixing part 25 and the part to be
fixed 45 are provided in a plane orthogonal to the direction
of insertion, respectively, determining the position of the
throttle control device 2 in a direction orthogonal to the
direction of insertion. In other words, in accommodating
the throttle body 21 in the housing chamber 41, the po-
sitioning in the direction of insertion and a direction or-
thogonal to the direction of insertion is defined by the
mating faces of the fixing part 25 and the part to be fixed
45.
[0025] As shown in Figure 7(a) with an arrow, when
the support member 24 is assembled to the intake air
manifold 4, the end face 21a of the throttle body 21 is
guided into the housing part 411 by the joint face 43, and
is engaged with the joint face 43 as shown in Figure 7
(b). Thereby, the throttle body 21 and the motor 23 are
accommodated in a predetermined position in the hous-
ing chamber 41. The throttle control device 2 is engaged
with the housing part 411, both end faces 21a of the throt-
tle body 21 being inserted along the joint face 43. The
taper of the joint face 43 in the housing part 411 is formed
such that it crosses the intake air passage 3, thereby the
position of the throttle body 21 in the direction of the pas-
sage axis of the intake airpassage 3 being defined. With
the throttle control device 2 of the present embodiment,
the position thereof in the direction of the passage axis
of the intake air passage 3 being defined by the end face
21a of the throttle body 21 and the joint face 43 formed
in the intake air manifold 4, while the position thereof in
a direction orthogonal to the passage axis direction of
the intake air passage 3 being defined by the mating fac-
es of the fixing part 25 and the part to be fixed 45, as
described above.
[0026] As shown in Figure 8 (a), upon the motor 23
being accommodated in the housingpart 412, a leaf
spring 6 is interposed between the motor 23 and the
housing chamber 41 as shown in Figure 8(b). The motor
23 is always urged in a direction reverse to the direction
of insertion of the motor 23 into the housing chamber 41.
Thereby, vibration of the motor 23 can be suppressed.
[0027] According to the present embodiment, by pro-
viding the housing chamber 41 for accommodating the
throttle body 21 and the motor 23 in the intake air manifold
4, the weight of the throttle body 21 and the motor 23 can
be distributed and supported by the intake air manifold
4, whereby the throttle body 21 and the motor 23 can be
reliably disposed and held in the intake air passage with
no need for reinforcing the fixing part 25 and the part to
be fixed 45 to a high strength. In addition, with the fixing
part 25 of the support member 24 being jointed to the
part to be fixed 45 of the intake air manifold 4, the throttle
body 21 and the motor 23 are easily disposed in a pre-
determined position in the housing chamber 41, whereby
the need for providing a complicated manufacturing proc-

ess can be eliminated, leading to a reduction in cost, and
the like.
[0028] In addition, according to the present embodi-
ment, the throttle body 21 is guided into the housing
chamber 41 by the joint face 43, the end face 21a of the
throttle body 21 and the joint face 43 in the housing cham-
ber 41 being engaged with each other, whereby the throt-
tle body 21 can be accurately positioned in a predeter-
mined position in the housing chamber 41. In addition,
positioning of the throttle body 21 in the axial direction of
the intake air passage 3 is performed with the joint face
43, while positioning of the throttle body 21 in a direction
orthogonal to the axial direction of the intake air passage
3 is performed with the fixing part 25 and the part to be
fixed 45, whereby occurrence of a clearance between
the throttle body 21 and the intake air manifold 4 can be
suppressed, and an intake air leakage can be prevented
from being caused.
[0029] Therefore, simplification in construction, and re-
duction in device size can be achieved, with the manu-
facturing cost being suppressed. In addition, the reduc-
tion in size leads to the reduction in weight, whereby there
can be provided a greatly advantageous effect on the
improvement in fuel consumption of the vehicle.
[0030] Further, the present embodiment has been ex-
plained using the intake air manifold 4 as an example of
intake air passage member. The intake air manifold 4 is
provided with the surge tank 44 on the downstream side
of the throttle body 21, and therefore, the layout of the
intake air passage 3 from the throttle valve 22 to the en-
gine can be easily altered. Therefore, the housing cham-
ber 41, which provides the mounting position for the throt-
tle body 21, can be designed in a free layout, and there-
fore the air intake device can be designed for an optimum
direction of insertion of the throttle body 21.
[0031] The above embodiment has been explained on
the assumption that the leaf spring 6 is interposed be-
tween the motor 23 and the housing chamber 41. As the
urging member to be interposed between the motor 23
and the housing chamber 41, an urging member made
of rubber material, such as an O-ring, is preferable be-
sides that made of a spring. Further, the motor 23 ac-
commodated in a predeterminedposition in the housing
chamber 41 may be directly abutted against the intake
air manifold 4 so as to be supported by the intake air
manifold 4, or may be supported by the support member
24 alone. Such configuration is susceptible to vibration
of the motor 23, compared to the configuration having an
urging member, however, since the throttle body 21 is
supported by the intake air manifold 4 through the en-
gagement with the joint face 43, thereby the effect of
vibration on the throttle body 21 is suppressed.
[0032] In addition, the method for jointing the support
member 24 to the intake air manifold 4 is optional, and
for example, the jointing means may be configured as a
fixing part 25A and a part to be fixed 45A shown in Figure
9(a) and Figure 9(b). From the joint face of the fixing part
25A, a snap fit part 27 is protruded. The snap fit part 27
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extends from the peripheral edge of a through-hole 25A.
At the distal end of the snap fit part 27, a plurality of
elastically deformable engaging pawls 28 are provided.
The engaging pawls 28 are annularly disposed along the
distal end edge part of the snap fit part 27.
[0033] When a pin 7 is inserted into the snap fit part
27 through the through-hole 26A in a state in which the
snap fit part 27 is inserted into the insertion hole 46A, the
fixing part 25A is jointed to the part to be fixed 45A with
the engaging pawls 28 flexed toward the outside of the
through-hole 26 being engaged with the peripheral edge
of the insertion hole 46A. The pin 7 is fixed to the part to
be fixed 45A with an engaging groove 71 therein being
engaged with the engaging claws 28.
[0034] With this configuration, the support member 24
is jointed to the intake air manifold 4 with the engaging
pawls 28 of the fixing part 25A being engaged with the
intake air manifold 4, thereby there being no need for
press-fitting a collar or insert nut made of metallic material
into the fixing part 25A and the part to be fixed 45A. There-
by, the number of components can be cut, the weight
being reduced, and the manufacturing process being
simplified.
[0035] Further, the joint means may be configured as
a fixing part 25B and a part to be fixed 45B shown in
Figure 10 (a), Figure 10(b), and Figure 10(c). As a joint
face of the fixing part 25B which is jointed with the part
to be fixed 45B, there is provided a projecting part 38 in
the outer peripheral face of which a through-hole 381 is
opened. Also, in the outer peripheral face of the part to
be fixed 45B, a through-hole 47 disposed across the in-
sertion hole 46B, both half portions thereof being op-
posed, is opened. Further, in the outer peripheral face of
the part to be fixed 45B, there is formed an engaging
groove 48 extending along the peripheral direction of the
part to be fixed 45B. The through-hole 47 is opened at
both end parts of the engaging groove 48.
[0036] The fixing part 25B and the part to be fixed 45B
are fixed to each other with a coming-off preventing pin
8 being inserted into the through-hole 381 and the
through-hole 47 in a state in which the projecting part 38
is inserted into the insertion hole 46B, thus the coming-
off preventing pin 8 engaging with the part to be fixed
45B. The coming-off preventing pin 8 is accommodated
in the engaging groove 48 to be engaged with the part
to be fixed 45B.
[0037] Also, with this configuration, the fixing part 25B
and the part to be fixed 45B are fixed to each other with
the coming-off preventing pin 8 inserted into the through-
hole 381 and the insertion hole 46B being engaged with
the part to be fixed 45B, whereby the number of compo-
nents can be cut, the weight being reduced, and the man-
ufacturing process being simplified.
[0038] Further, the above embodiment has been ex-
plained on the assumption that the leaf spring 6 is used
as the urging member, the configuration of the urging
member is also optional. Also, the configuration of the
support member 24 is optional, and the above embodi-

ment takes a configuration in which the throttle body 21
is formed as a separate body to be mounted to the support
member 24, however, the support member 24 and the
throttle body 21 may be integrally formed.

Description of Symbols

[0039] Symbol 1 denotes an air intake device; 2 a throt-
tle control device; 21 a throttle body; 211 a throttle bore;
21a an end face; 22 a throttle valve; 23 a motor; 24 a
support member; 25, 25A, and 25B a fixing part; 26, 26A,
and 26B a through-hole; 27 a snap fit part; 28 an engaging
pawl; 3 an intake air passage; 38 a projecting part; 381a
through-hole; 4 an intake airmanifold; 41 a housing
chamber; 411 a housing part; 412 a housing part; 43 a
joint face; 44 a surge tank; 45, 45A, and 45B a part to be
fixed; 46, 46A, and 46B an insertion hole; 47 a through-
hole; 48 an engaging groove; 6 a leaf spring; 7 a pin; and
8 a coming-off preventing pin.

Claims

1. An air intake device, comprising:

a throttle body for defining a throttle bore;
a throttle valve for opening/closing said throttle
bore;
a motor for driving said throttle valve to open/
close the same;
a power transmission mechanism for transmit-
ting drive power of said motor to said throttle
valve;
a support member for positioning and holding,
on one side, said throttle body and said motor,
and positioning and holding, on the other side,
said power transmission mechanism; and
a passage member formed of a resin material
for defining an intake air passage together with
said throttle bore,
wherein said passage member is provided with
a housing chamber for accommodating said
throttle body and said motor.

2. The air intake device according to claim 1, wherein
said support member has a fixing part formed so as
to be jointed to said passage member, and
with the fixing part being jointed to said passage
member, said throttle body and said motor are ac-
commodated in a predetermined position in the
housing chamber.

3. The air intake device according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein, in said housing chamber of said pas sage
member, there are provided a fitting part to be en-
gaged with an end face of said throttle bore, and
a guide face for guiding said throttle body into said
housing chamber, leading it to a predetermined po-
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sition such that the end face of said throttle bore and
said fitting part are engaged with each other.

4. The air intake device according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein said support member is jointed to said pas-
sage member such that an accommodation opening
in said housing chamber is blocked.

5. The air intake device according to claims 1 to 4,
wherein said passage member is an intake air man-
ifold.

6. The air intake device according to claims 1 to 5,
wherein, between said motor and said housing
chamber, there is interposed an urging member for
urging said motor in a direction reverse to the direc-
tion of insertion of said motor into said housing cham-
ber.

7. The air intake device according to claims 2 to 5,
wherein said fixing part has an elastically deformable
engaging pawl, and said support member is jointed
to said passage member with said engaging pawl
being engaged with said passage member.

8. The air intake device according to claims 2 to 5,
wherein said fixing part has a projecting part, the
outer peripheral face thereof having a through-hole
opened therein, and
said support member is jointed to said passage
member by means of an engaging member inserted
into said through-hole for engaging said support
member with said passage member.
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