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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to catheters used
to remove and collect material from a treatment site in a
body lumen. More particularly, this invention pertains to
atherectomy catheters for treating vascular disease.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Atherosclerosis is a progressive disease of the
vascular system whereby atheroma is deposited on the
inner walls of blood vessels. Atherosclerosis is a complex
degenerative condition resulting in the build-up of cho-
lesterol, calcium, and other obstructive materials, known
as plaque, on the walls of the arteries. The accumulation
of plaque narrows the interior lumen of arteries, thereby
reducing blood flow.
[0003] Plaque occurs in the arteries in several different
forms and may be located in many different anatomies
throughout the arterial system. Plaque varies in compo-
sition, with portions that are hard and brittle, referred to
as calcified plaque, and other portions that are fatty or
fibrous. Over time atheromatous deposits can become
large enough to reduce or occlude blood flow through
the vessels, leading to symptoms of low blood flow, such
as claudication (pain in the legs on walking or at rest),
skin ulcer, critical limb ischemia, and other symptoms.
To treat this disease and improve or resolve these symp-
toms it is desirable to restore or improve blood flow
through the vessel.
[0004] Various means are used to restore or improve
blood flow through atheromatous vessels. The atheroma
deposits can be displaced by diametrically expanding the
vessel by inflating balloons, expanding stents, and other
methods. The deposits can be fragmented using lasers
and other methods. Atherectomy catheters can be used
to remove atheromatous deposits from the blood vessel.
[0005] Many types of atherectomy catheter devices
have been proposed, including catheters with rotating
burrs, lasers to photodissolve tissue, and cutter-balloon
catheters. The various catheter embodiments described
herein incorporate improvements with respect to the
structure of the catheters and methods of use and man-
ufacture.
[0006] Published International Application No. WO
2011/112918 discloses a catheter (1) including a broach
(10) that is slidably positioned over a ramp wire (200) so
that the broach is free to slide (i.e., axial translation and
axial rotation) over the ramp wire. During operation of
the catheter (1), the broach (10) moves linearly along the
longitudinal axis of the catheter in a first direction, and
as the broach (10) moves linearly, teeth (20) of the broach
move linearly past the window (100) and engage and
remove tissue as they move past the window (100). When
the teeth (20) are exposed through the window (100), the
teeth translate or move linearly past the window (100) to

remove tissue, and the teeth (20) only rotate when the
teeth are entirely contained within the cylinder (30) and
not exposed through the window (100).
[0007] U.S. Published Application No. 2009/270897
discloses a tissue removal device (6) including a cutting
mechanism comprising an outer tubular member (76)
and an inner tubular member (77). The inner tubular
member (77) moves rotationally and, at the same time,
oscillates translationally relative to the outer tubular
member (76).
[0008] Published International Application No. WO
2003/037194 discloses a cutting element (i.e., cutting
member 185) driven by a drive (120, 130) to simultane-
ously rotate and translate the cutting element.
[0009] US2010/0130850 and WO2007/130711 dis-
close, respectively, a flexible core surgical device and a
flexible retractable endoscope elevator.
US2009/0270897 and EP1595503 disclose, respective-
ly, an apparatus for high rate, low profile tissue removal
and a core biopsy device.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0010] Various catheter embodiments, optional fea-
tures, and exemplary methods of use and manufacture
are disclosed herein. Distinguishing features that may be
included in these catheter embodiments and exemplary
methods are described below in connection with specific
embodiments or exemplary methods. It is intended that
the catheters and exemplary methods described herein
may include one or more of these features, individually
or in combination, and it is not intended that this disclo-
sure be limited to the specific combination of features
described in connection with the embodiments or exem-
plary methods disclosed herein.
[0011] According to the present invention, there is pro-
vided a catheter for removing material from a body lumen
comprising:

a tubular body having proximal and distal ends and
a side opening positioned proximal of the distal end
of the tubular body;
a rotatable shaft disposed within the lumen of the
tubular body, the rotatable shaft having proximal and
distal ends;
a cutting element coupled to the rotatable shaft for
rotation about an axis of rotation, the cutting element
having a cutting edge;
a cam follower secured to the rotatable shaft adja-
cent the proximal end of the rotatable shaft; and
a handle attached to the tubular body adjacent the
proximal end of the tubular body, the handle includ-
ing a motor, and a cylindrical cam coupled to the
motor and to the cam follower,
wherein the cutting element and the rotatable shaft
are longitudinally moveable within the tubular body
between a stored position, in which the cutting ele-
ment is received in the tubular body, and a cutting
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position, in which at least a portion of the cutting ex-
tends through the side opening,
the motor is configured to transmit rotation to the
cylindrical cam to both impart translation to the cam
follower to move the cutting element from the stored
position to the cutting position, and thereafter impart
rotation to the cam follower when the cutting element
is in the cutting position to rotate the cutting element
about its axis of rotation;
the catheter further comprising:
a ramp coupled to the tubular body adjacent the distal
end of the body) and having an angular surface gen-
erally opposite the side opening; wherein the cutting
element comprises a flexible cutting element having
a longitudinal axis, and a distal tip having the cutting
edge, the flexible cutting element configured to en-
gage the angular surface of the ramp and deflect
along its longitudinal axis such that at least a portion
of the longitudinal axis of the cutting element is not
parallel to the longitudinal axis of the tubular body
and at least a portion of the cutting edge extends
through the side opening beyond the outer diameter
of the tubular body.

[0012] The catheter may further include a biasing
member coupled to the rotatable shaft and configured to
bias the cutting element toward the stored position. The
biasing member may include a stop coupled to the tubular
shaft proximal the side opening and a retraction member
coupled to the stop and the distal end of the rotatable
shaft. As the cutting element is longitudinally extended
from the stored position to the cutting position the retrac-
tion member is compressed creating a retraction force
that retracts the cutting element from the cutting position
to the stored position. The stop of the catheter may be a
retraction ring and the retraction member may be a re-
traction spring.
[0013] The catheter may include that the rotatable
shaft has a wall defining a lumen and the catheter may
further include a material collection chamber positioned
within the tubular body at a location proximal of the side
opening. The catheter may include a nosecone distal the
side opening, the nosecone housing an imaging trans-
ducer. The nosecone may further include a luminal wall
and at least one slot and the imaging transducer may
have 360° image capability of the vascular lumen through
the luminal wall and slot of the nosecone. The catheter
may further include a guidewire lumen extending along
an outer surface of the tubular body.
[0014] The cylindrical cam may comprise a spiral slot
configured to receive a projection from the cam follower,
wherein rotation of the cylindrical cam by the motor lon-
gitudinally extends the projection of the cam follower
within the spiral slot of the cylindrical cam from a starting
position at a proximal end of the spiral slot to an extended
position toward a distal end of the spiral slot thereby ex-
tending longitudinally the rotatable shaft and cutting el-
ement from the stored position to the cutting position.

[0015] The catheter may include a controller having a
body defining a lumen sized to accept the tubular body,
the controller further having opposed shaft engaging el-
ements within the body, a lever and an activation member
wherein the lever is movable into an engaged position
whereby the shaft engaging elements engage the tubular
body and engage the activation member in communica-
tion with the power source to energize the motor and a
disengaged position whereby the body is free to rotate
and axially translate over the elongate tubular shaft and
communication is halted to the power source.
[0016] The catheter may include a rotatable shaft that
is metallic and a portion of the rotatable shaft may be
spirally cut.
[0017] A catheter generally comprises: a tubular body
having proximal and distal ends and a side opening po-
sitioned proximal of the distal end of the tubular body; a
rotatable shaft disposed within the lumen of the tubular
body, the rotatable shaft having proximal and distal ends;
a cutting element coupled to the rotatable shaft the cutting
element having a cutting edge; a cam follower secured
to the rotatable shaft adjacent the proximal end of the
rotatable shaft; and a handle attached to the tubular body
adjacent the proximal end of the tubular body, the handle
including a motor, and a cylindrical cam coupled to the
motor and to the cam follower. The cutting element and
the rotatable shaft are longitudinally moveable within the
tubular body between a stored position, in which the cut-
ting element is received in the tubular body, and a cutting
position, in which at least a portion of the cutting edge
extends through the side opening. The motor is config-
ured to transmit rotation to the cylindrical cam to both
impart translation to the cam follower to move the cutting
element from the stored position to the cutting position
and impart rotation to the cam follower when the cutting
element is in the cutting position to rotate the cutting el-
ement about its axis of rotation.
[0018] The cylindrical cam may have a spiral slot and
the cam follower may have a projection and wherein ro-
tation of the cylindrical cam by the motor longitudinally
extends the rotatable shaft in the body by moving the
projection of the cam follower within the spiral slot of the
cylindrical cam from the starting position at a proximal
end of the spiral slot to the extended position toward a
distal end of the spiral slot thereby extending longitudi-
nally the rotatable shaft from the stored position to the
cutting position. The catheter may further include a bias-
ing member coupled to the cylindrical cam configured to
bias the cam follower in the starting position of the cylin-
drical cam thereby biasing the cutting element toward
the stored position. The biasing member may have a stop
coupled to the rotatable shaft and a retraction member
coupled to the stop and the proximal end of the cylindrical
cam. Compression of the retraction member creates a
retraction force that returns the pin of the cam follower
from the extending position within the spiral slot of the
cylindrical cam to the starting position of the spiral slot
of the cylindrical cam when rotation of the cylindrical cam
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is halted, thereby returning the cutting element from the
cutting position to the stored position. The retraction
member may be a retraction spring and the stop may be
a nut.
[0019] The handle may include a cut depth controller
coupled to the rotatable shaft to selectively control a dis-
tance in which the cutting edge extends beyond the outer
diameter of the tubular body in the cutting position. The
cut depth controller may have a nut having more than
one slotted distance marker and a cut depth adjustment
member having a movable lever wherein as the cut depth
adjustment member is adjustably coupled unto the nut,
the movable lever is accepted into one of the slotted dis-
tance markers. Each slotted distance marker marks a
distance the cam follower will longitudinally extend there-
by marking the distance the rotatable shaft and cutting
element will longitudinally extend. The catheter may be
configured such that the further the cut depth adjustment
member is adjustably coupled unto the nut, the smaller
the distance from the starting position of the cylindrical
cam to the nut and the less the cam follower will longitu-
dinally extend thereby marking the distance the rotatable
shaft and cutting element will longitudinally extend.
[0020] The catheter may include a biasing member
coupled to the cylindrical cam and the rotatable shaft and
configured to bias the cam follower in the starting position
of the cylindrical cam thereby biasing the cutting element
toward the stored position. The catheter may be config-
ured such that the compression of the biasing member
creates a retraction force and wherein the retraction force
returns the pin of the cam follower from the extending
position within the spiral slot of the cylindrical cam to the
starting position of the spiral slot of the cylindrical cam
when rotation of the cylindrical cam is halted, thereby
returning the cutting element from the cutting position to
the stored position.
[0021] The catheter may include a nosecone distal the
side opening, the nosecone housing an imaging trans-
ducer. The nosecone has a luminal wall and at least one
slot and the imaging transducer has 360° image capa-
bility of the vascular lumen through the luminal wall and
slot of the nosecone.
[0022] The catheter may include a controller having a
body defining a lumen sized to accept the tubular body.
The controller may further have opposed shaft engaging
elements within the body, a lever and an activation mem-
ber. The controller may be configured so that the lever
is movable into an engaged position whereby the shaft
engaging elements engage the tubular body and engage
the activation member in communication with the power
source to energize the motor and a disengaged position
whereby the body is free to rotate and axially translate
over the elongate tubular shaft and communication is
halted to the power source.
[0023] An exemplary method of removing material
from a treatment site within a body lumen generally com-
prises advancing a catheter within the body lumen to a
treatment site in the body lumen. The catheter includes

a tubular body having proximal and distal ends, a longi-
tudinal axis, a side opening adjacent the distal end of the
tubular body, and a lumen extending along the longitu-
dinal axis of the body, a rotatable shaft disposed within
the lumen of the tubular body and having proximal and
distal ends and a longitudinal axis extending between its
proximal and distal ends, a ramp coupled to the tubular
body adjacent the distal end of the body and having an
angular surface generally opposite the side opening, and
a flexible cutting element having proximal and distal
ends, a longitudinal axis extending between its proximal
and distal ends, and an axis of rotation extending be-
tween its proximal and distal ends, the proximal end of
the cutting element being coupled to the rotatable shaft
for imparting rotation of the cutting element about its axis
of rotation, and the distal end of the cutting element hav-
ing a cutting edge adapted to cut material from the body
lumen. The method further comprises longitudinally mov-
ing the rotatable shaft and the cutting element within the
tubular body after said advancing the catheter to move
the cutting element from a stored position, in which the
cutting element is received in the tubular body, to a cutting
position, in which the cutting element engages the angu-
lar surface of the ramp and is deflected along its longitu-
dinal axis such that at least a portion of the longitudinal
axis of the cutting element is not parallel to the longitu-
dinal axis of the tubular body and at least a portion of the
cutting edge extends through the side opening. The cath-
eter is advanced distally through the body lumen with the
cutting element in the cutting position to move the cutting
edge of the cutting element across the treatment site to
cut material from the treatment site.
[0024] An exemplary method of removing material
from a treatment site within a body lumen generally com-
prises advancing a catheter within the body lumen to a
treatment site in the body lumen. The catheter includes
a tubular body having proximal and distal ends and a
side opening positioned proximal of the distal end of the
tubular body, a rotatable shaft disposed within the lumen
of the tubular body, the rotatable shaft having proximal
and distal ends, a cutting element coupled to the rotatable
shaft, the cutting element having a cutting edge, a cam
follower secured to the rotatable shaft adjacent the prox-
imal end of the rotatable shaft, and a handle attached to
the tubular body adjacent the proximal end of the tubular
body, the handle including a motor, and a cylindrical cam
coupled to the motor and to the cam follower. The motor
is activated after said advancing the catheter to transmit
rotation to the cylindrical cam to impart both i) translation
to the cam follower to longitudinally move the shaft and
the cutting element from a stored position, in which the
cutting element is received in the tubular body, to a cutting
position, in which at least a portion of the cutting edge
extends through the side opening, and ii) rotation to the
cam follower to rotate the shaft and the cutting element
after moving the cutting element to the cutting position.
The catheter is advanced distally through the body lumen
with the cutting element in the cutting position to move

5 6 



EP 2 617 372 B1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the cutting edge of the cutting element across the treat-
ment site to cut material from the treatment site.
[0025] The catheter of any of the above exemplary
methods may include a biasing mechanism coupled to
the rotatable shaft and configured to bias the cutting el-
ement toward the stored position. The exemplary method
may include that the step of moving the cutting element
from a stored position within the tubular body to an ex-
tended cutting position compresses the biasing mecha-
nism and creates a retraction force. In this method the
step of retracting the cutting element from the extended
cutting position to the stored position may be performed
by the retraction force created by the compression of the
biasing mechanism wherein as the retraction force of the
biasing mechanism is released the cutting element is lon-
gitudinally retracted.
[0026] The handle of the catheter of any of the above
methods may be coupled to the proximal end of the tu-
bular body, and may have a power source, a motor, and
a cylindrical cam coupled to the motor. The cylindrical
cam may have a spiral slot, and a cam follower coupled
to the rotatable shaft. The cam follower may have a pin
configured to be received within the spiral slot of the cy-
lindrical cam.
[0027] The step of moving the cutting element from a
stored position within the tubular body to an extended
cutting position may be performed by rotation of the cy-
lindrical cam moving the pin of the cam follower within
the spiral slot of the cylindrical cam from a starting posi-
tion at a proximal end of the spiral slot to an extended
position toward a distal end of the spiral slot thereby ex-
tending longitudinally the rotatable shaft and extending
a portion of the cutting element up an angular surface of
a ramp opposite the side opening and extending the cut-
ting edge through the side opening beyond an outer di-
ameter of the tubular body.
[0028] The catheter of any of the above methods may
include a cut depth controller coupled to the rotatable
shaft. The method may include the step of selectively
controlling a cutting depth in which the cutting edge ex-
tends beyond the outer diameter of the tubular body in
the cutting position.
[0029] The cut depth controller of any of the above
methods may include a cut depth adapter with a lever
adjustably coupled to a nut having at least one slotted
distance marker, the lever being configured to be re-
ceived within the at least one slotted distance marker,
the at least one slotted distance marker being configured
to be a specific cutting depth of the cutting element. The
catheter of the method may further include a gap between
the proximal end of the cylindrical cam and a distal end
of the nut, the gap having a length and wherein the biasing
mechanism is coupled to the proximal end of the cylin-
drical cam and the distal end of the nut.
[0030] The step of selectively controlling a distance in
which the cutting edge extends beyond the outer diam-
eter of the tubular body in the cutting position further in-
cludes that the length of the gap is controlled by the ad-

justable coupling of the cut depth adapter to the nut and
the receiving of the lever in the slotted distance marker,
and as the pin of the cam follower moves within the spiral
slot of the cylindrical cam from the starting position toward
the extending position, the nut longitudinally extends to-
ward the proximal end of the cylindrical cam and com-
presses the biasing mechanism. The step of selectively
controlling a distance in which the cutting edge extends
beyond the outer diameter of the tubular body in the cut-
ting position further includes that the smaller the length
of the gap, the smaller the cutting edge extends beyond
the outer diameter of the tubular body in the cutting po-
sition.
[0031] The step of moving the cutting element from a
stored position within the tubular body to an extended
cutting position further includes that the compressing of
the biasing mechanism creates a retraction force. The
step of retracting the cutting element from the extended
cutting position to the stored position may be performed
by the retraction force created by the compression of the
biasing mechanism wherein as the rotation of the cylin-
drical cam is halted the retraction force of the biasing
mechanism is released retracting the pin of the cam fol-
lower from the extending end of the spiral slot to the start-
ing end of the spiral slot.
[0032] These and other aspects of the invention will
become apparent from the following description of the
preferred embodiments, drawings and claims. The de-
tails of one or more embodiments of the invention are set
forth in the accompanying drawings and the description
below. Other features, objects, and advantages of the
invention will be apparent from the description and draw-
ings, and from the claims.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0033]

FIG. 1A is a schematic of a fragmentary, longitudinal
sectional view of a distal end portion of an atherec-
tomy catheter with a cutting element in a stored po-
sition;
FIG. 1B is similar to FIG. 1A, except with the cutting
element in a cutting position;
FIG. 1C is a schematic, fragmentary side cross-sec-
tional view of a distal end portion of an alternative
embodiment of the atherectomy catheter;
FIG. 2A is a schematic, fragmentary side cross-sec-
tional view of a cutter driver of the atherectomy cath-
eter of FIGS. 1A and 1C with an cam follower in a
starting position relative to the cylindrical cam;
FIG. 2B is similar to FIG. 2A, except with the cam
follower in an intermediate position relative to the
cylindrical cam;
FIG. 3 is a schematic, fragmentary top view of the
cam follower and the cylindrical cam;
FIG. 4 is a schematic of a side view of a controller
and the cutter driver of FIG. 2A;
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FIG. 5A is a schematic, longitudinal sectional view
of the controller;
FIG. 5B is a schematic, cross-sectional view of the
controller;
Fig. 6 is a schematic, fragmentary longitudinal sec-
tional view of a distal end of a second embodiment
of the atherectomy catheter;
FIG. 7A is a schematic, fragmentary longitudinal sec-
tional view of a distal end of a third embodiment of
the atherectomy catheter with a cutting element in a
storage position;
FIG. 7B is similar to FIG. 7A, except with the cutting
element in a cutting position;
FIG. 8 is a schematic longitudinal sectional view of
a housing of a cutter driver of the atherectomy cath-
eter of FIG. 7A with a cut depth adjuster;
FIG. 9 is a schematic, fragmentary end view of a
proximal end of the cut depth adjuster;
FIGS. 10A is a circuit diagram of a first embodiment
of a driver circuit in a first configuration;
FIG. 10B is similar to FIG. 10A, except the driver
circuit is in a second configuration;
FIGS. 11A is a circuit diagram of a second embodi-
ment of a driver circuit in a first configuration;
FIG. 11B is similar to FIG. 11A, except the driver
circuit is in a second configuration.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0034] Apparatus according to embodiments of the
present invention will generally comprise catheters hav-
ing catheter bodies adapted for intraluminal introduction
to the target body lumen. The dimensions and other phys-
ical characteristics of the catheter bodies will vary signif-
icantly depending on the body lumen which is to be ac-
cessed. In the exemplary case of atherectomy catheters
intended for intravascular introduction, the distal portions
of the catheter bodies will typically be very flexible and
suitable for introduction over a guidewire to a target site
within the vasculature. In particular, catheters can be in-
tended for "over-the-wire" introduction when a guidewire
channel extends fully through the catheter body or for
"rapid exchange" introduction where the guidewire chan-
nel extends only through a distal portion of the catheter
body. In other cases, it may be possible to provide a fixed
or integral coil tip or guidewire tip on the distal portion of
the catheter or even dispense with the guidewire entirely.
For convenience of illustration, guidewires will not be
shown in all embodiments, but it should be appreciated
that they can be incorporated into any of these embodi-
ments.
[0035] Catheter bodies intended for intravascular in-
troduction will typically have a length in the range from
50 cm to 200 cm and an outer diameter in the range from
1 French to 12 French (0.33 mm: 1 French), usually from
3 French to 9 French. In the case of coronary catheters,
the length is typically in the range from 125 cm to 200
cm, the diameter is preferably below 8 French, more pref-

erably below 7 French, and most preferably in the range
from 2 French to 7 French. Catheter bodies will typically
be comprised of an organic polymer which is fabricated
by conventional extrusion techniques. Suitable polymers
include polyvinylchloride, polyurethanes, polyesters, pol-
ytetrafluoroethylenes (PTFE), silicone rubbers, natural
rubbers, and the like. Optionally, the catheter body may
be reinforced with braid, helical wires, coils, axial fila-
ments, or the like, in order to increase rotational strength,
column strength, toughness, pushability, and the like.
Suitable catheter bodies may be formed by extrusion,
with one or more lumens being provided when desired.
The catheter diameter can be modified by heat expansion
and shrinkage using conventional techniques. The re-
sulting catheters will thus be suitable for introduction to
the vascular system, including both coronary arteries and
peripheral arteries, by conventional techniques.
[0036] The side openings or cutting windows of the
atherectomy catheters of embodiments of the present
invention may have a length of approximately 2 to 6 mm.
In other embodiments, however, the opening or cutting
window can be larger or smaller, but should be large
enough to allow the cutter to protrude a predetermined
distance that is sufficient to cut or debulk material from
the body lumen at a treatment site.
[0037] FIGS. 1 to 5B show various portions or features
of an atherectomy catheter 2A. As shown in FIGS. 1A
and 1B, the catheter 2A has a nosecone 3a, a tubular
body 8 and a side opening 6. The catheter 2A also in-
cludes a flexible cutting element, generally indicated at
4, coupled to a flexible rotatable shaft 20, and is used to
cut material from a blood flow lumen such as a blood
vessel. Flexible cutting element 4 is coupled to the distal
end of flexible rotatable shaft 20. Cutting element 4 may
comprise a first tubular member and shaft 20 may com-
prise a second tubular member. The first tubular member
has an outer diameter sized to be received within the
inner diameter of the second tubular member so that an
outer surface of the first tubular member may be bonded
or otherwise fixed to the inner surface of the second tu-
bular member. By manipulating shaft 20, cutting element
4 is movable between a stored position (FIG. 1A) and a
cutting position (FIG. 1B). In the stored position, the axis
of rotation of the cutting element 4 is parallel to the lon-
gitudinal axis LA of the tubular body 8 as seen in FIG.
1A. In the cutting position the axis of rotation of the cutting
element 4 is deflected between the proximal and distal
ends of the cutting element and at least a portion of a
distal tip 19 of cutting element 4 extends through side
opening 6 beyond an outer diameter of tubular body 8
as shown in FIG. 1B. Distal tip 19 may comprise a cutting
edge 22. Distal tip 19 may also comprise abrasive ma-
terial, teeth, fins or other similar structures (not shown)
which fragment tissue or material without cutting. As the
axis of rotation of the cutting element 4 is deflected from
the longitudinal axis LA of the tubular body 8 towards
side opening 6, a portion of the distal tip 19 extends out-
wardly from the tubular body 8 and through side opening
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6 beyond an outer diameter of the tubular body.
[0038] As described above, flexible cutting element 4
and rotatable shaft 20 may be comprised of multiple parts
or tubular members subsequently joined together by
welding, soldering, brazing, adhesive bonding, mechan-
ical interlock or other means. Alternatively, cutting ele-
ment 4 and rotatable shaft 20 may be formed from one
continuous part which may be a single tubular member
having sufficient flexibility at its distal end portion.
[0039] Flexible cutting element 4 and rotatable shaft
20 may be made from any suitable material having suf-
ficient flexibility, for example, braided wires, helically
wound wires or a solid tube that may be spiral cut to give
added flexibility. Flexible cutting element 4 and rotatable
shaft 20 may be made from any suitable polymer or metal
or combination thereof. Further, cutting element 4, rotat-
able shaft 20 or both, could be a solid tube made from a
suitable metal or polymer that has been provided with
spiral cuts to give the tube added flexibility.
[0040] As shown in FIG. 1C, distal tip 19 may be a
separate part or element made of a material different
from material used in other portions of the cutting element
4. For example, distal tip 19 may be formed from a suf-
ficiently hard material, such as tungsten carbide, that can
be formed into and maintain the cutting edge 22 or other
tissue fragmenting structure in a sharp condition. It
should be noted that both the drive shaft 20 and cutting
element 4 may be made from the same materials or dif-
ferent materials depending upon the application.
[0041] During use, a distal end of catheter 2A is posi-
tioned near a treatment site of a vessel with cutting ele-
ment 4 in the stored position (FIG. 1A). Cutting element
4 is moved to the cutting position shown in FIG. 1B by
advancing shaft 20 distally. Next, catheter 2A may be
moved distally through the vessel with the cutting ele-
ment 4 in the working or cutting position and simultane-
ously rotating about its central axis as described in further
detail below. As catheter 2A moves through the blood
vessel with the cutting edge 22 rotating in the working or
cutting position, any tissue, cellular debris, plaque, blood
or other material cut or fragmented by the cutting edge
of cutting element 4 is directed into a hollow lumen 4a of
cutting element 4, and into a tissue chamber 12 posi-
tioned proximal to the cutting element 4. Tissue chamber
12 may be the hollow luminal portion of rotatable shaft
20. In this design the catheter nosecone 3a need not be
sized to accommodate the collection of tissue and can,
therefore, be reduced in size or designed to house visu-
alization equipment as described in connection with FIG.
6. Since the tissue collection chamber 12 is not con-
strained in size by the size of the nosecone 3a it can be
made any desired size up to the length of the catheter
body 8 proximal of the cutting element 4.
[0042] A vacuum source (not shown) may additionally
be supplied at a proximal end of tubular body 8 and may
further aid in the collection and transport of any material
cut and collected at the treatment site. The vacuum
source may suction debris at the treatment site into the

hollow lumen 4a of the cutting element 4 and into tissue
chamber 12 of rotatable shaft 20. Additionally, the vac-
uum source may be configured to suction debris at the
treatment site, into the hollow lumen 4a of the cutting
element 4, into the tissue collection chamber 12 and out
through a proximal end of catheter 2A. The vacuum
source can control the suction of material that is collected
and transported through pinch valves or other control
means depending upon the application. In this way, tis-
sue chamber 12 is not limited by any storage or size
constraints and could be any desired length of the cath-
eter body 8.
[0043] To expose distal tip 19 of cutting element 4
through side opening 6, rotatable shaft 20 and the cutting
element coupled thereto are moved distally from the
stored position. As distal movement progresses, cutting
element 4 rides along a ramp 16a attached to the tubular
body 8. The interaction between the cutting element 4
and the ramp 16a deflects the cutting element 4 into the
cutting position in which the axis of rotation is deflected
between the proximal and distal ends of the cutting ele-
ment and away from the longitudinal axis LA of the cath-
eter. As seen in FIG. 1B, when the cutting element 4 is
in the cutting position a proximal portion of the cutting
element has an axis of rotation that is generally aligned
with the longitudinal axis LA of the catheter 2A while a
distal portion of the cutting element (including distal tip
19) has an axis of rotation that is deflected from the lon-
gitudinal axis LA of the catheter by an angle α. Angle α
is selected to be steep enough to expose the cutting edge
22 through the side opening 6 to a desired cutting depth
CD without requiring the opening to be undesirably long.
For example, the angle α may be in the range of 10° to
30°. The dimensions of cutting depth CD may vary de-
pending upon the material to be cut, the vessel being
treated and the application of the catheter 2A. As de-
scribed in more detail hereafter, the cutting depth CD
may be adjustable so the cutting depth may be controlled
as desired depending on the application for which the
catheter is used.
[0044] In some embodiments, catheter 2A may have
a pre-shaped curvature of the distal portion of tubular
body 8 that may assist in urging cutting element 4 into
position against the vessel luminal surface such that dis-
tal advancement of the entire catheter body 8 can move
the rotating cutter through the occlusive material of the
luminal vessel. Because the cutting element 4 has a cut-
ting depth CD that is a distance beyond the outer diam-
eter of the tubular body 8 of the catheter outside the side
opening 6, the user does not have to invaginate the tissue
into the side opening. The pre-shaped urge of the cath-
eter 2A also assists in the distal advancement of the cath-
eter through the torturous anatomy of the luminal vessels.
[0045] The catheter 2A may be configured as an over
the wire catheter or as a rapid exchange catheter also
known as a monorail catheter. For example, as shown
in FIGS. 1A and 1B, the tip of the catheter 2A can include
a lumen 13 having a distal opening and a proximal open-
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ing that is sized to receive a guidewire, having a diameter
of about 0.36mm, about 0.46mm, about 0.89mm (about
0.014 in., about 0.018 in., about 0.035 in.) or any other
suitable diameter.
[0046] With continued reference to FIGS. 1A and 1B,
the catheter 2A may have biasing mechanism, generally
indicated at 7a, coupled to the distal end of rotatable shaft
20, proximal to side opening 6. The biasing mechanism
7a is configured to bias the cutting element 4 toward the
stored position. The biasing mechanism 7a may also aid
in preventing cutting element 4 from extending out of side
opening 6 more than a desired cutting depth CD. Biasing
mechanism 7a may include a stop 9 such as a continuous
or discontinuous ring or other suitable means and a re-
traction member 10a such as a spring (e.g., a compres-
sion spring) or other suitable resilient member. The stop
9 may be coupled to tubular shaft 8 at a location proximal
of side opening 6. One end of retraction member 10a
may be adjacent a proximal side of stop 9 and the other
end may be adjacent to the distal end of rotatable shaft
20. The distal end of rotatable shaft 20 may optionally
include a stop shoulder 21 to help reinforce the distal end
of the rotatable shaft against the retraction member 10a.
Retraction member 10a is in a resting or non-compressed
condition when the cutting element 4 is in the stored po-
sition and is in a compressed condition when the cutting
element is in the cutting position. When a force is applied
to the rotatable shaft 20 to move cutting element 4 distally
from the stored position to the cutting position, the rotat-
able shaft compresses (broadly, "deforms") retraction
member 10a. Compression of the retraction member 10a
creates a retraction force that is stored within the biasing
mechanism. When the force compressing the resilient
retraction member 10a is no longer applied, the retraction
force stored by the compression of retraction member
10a pushes rotatable shaft 20 proximally to return cutting
element 4 to the stored position.
[0047] As shown in FIG. 1B, the force supplied to dis-
tally move the rotatable shaft 20 and cutting element 4
from the stored position to the cutting position compress-
es retraction member 10a between the distal end of shaft
20 and stop 9 and creates a retraction force stored within
the retraction member 10a. Stop shoulder 21 may rein-
force the distal end of the rotatable shaft 20 to prevent
wear from rotation of shaft 20 against retraction member
10a and/or any structural fatigue that may occur from the
forces of the compression. The compression of retraction
member 10a may continue until maximum compression
of the retraction member occurs against the stop 9 pro-
ducing a maximum cutting depth CD of cutting element
4 through side opening 6. It should be understood that
maximum compression of the retraction member 10a is
not necessary and that less than full compression of the
retraction member may occur depending upon the appli-
cation, thereby allowing variability in the cutting depth of
the cutting element 4. When the force is no longer applied
to rotatable shaft 20, the retraction force stored by the
compression of retraction member 10a acts against stop

9 and pushes the distal end of rotatable shaft 20 in a
proximal direction thus moving the cutting element 4 to
the stored position.
[0048] Referring to FIGS. 1A and 1B, the cutting ele-
ment 4 may have an inclined surface 24, which directs
the tissue cut by the cutting edge 22 into the tissue cham-
ber 12. Cutting edge 22 (and/or abrasive material, teeth,
fins or other structure to fragment tissue) may be at a
radially outer edge of the cutting element 4. In some em-
bodiments the inclined surface 24 may be a smooth and
continuous surface free of teeth, fins or other features,
which disrupt the smooth nature of the surface. In other
embodiments, the inclined surface 24 may have a limited
amount of teeth, fins or other features that function to
fragment and/or cut tissue.
[0049] As shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B, rotatable shaft
20 extends through a lumen 18 in catheter 2A to an ex-
emplary cutter driver or handle 5A which is coupled to a
proximal end of catheter 2A. Cutter driver 5A includes a
motor 11, a power source 15 (for example one or more
batteries), a microswitch (not shown), a housing 17, and
a rotation assembly 25 for imparting translation and ro-
tation to rotatable shaft 20 from motor 11. Cutter driver
5A can act as a handle for the user to manipulate catheter
2A. A lever, trigger, or other suitable actuation means
(not shown), when actuated, closes the microswitch,
electrically connecting power source 15 to motor 11, and
thereby, rotating rotatable shaft 20 and cutting element
4. Cutting element 4 is rotated about 1 to 160,000 rpm
but may be rotated at any other suitable speed depending
upon the particular application.
[0050] In the illustrated embodiment, the rotation as-
sembly 25 includes a cylindrical cam 27 connected to an
output shaft (not shown) of the motor 11, and a cam fol-
lower 26 connected to the rotatable shaft 20, as shown
in FIGS 2A, 2B and 3. The cam follower 26 may be fixedly
secured to the rotatable shaft 20 by welding, soldering,
brazing, adhesive bonding, mechanical interlock or other
means and may be made from metal such as steel, or
other metals, or engineering polymer such as polyester,
liquid crystal polymer, nylon, or other polymers. The cam
follower 26 has a substantially cylindrically shaped body
as shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B or may have other shapes.
The cam follower 26 includes a projection 32 (e.g., a pin
or roller) that extends outwardly from the body. Projection
32 may be a pin shaped member although other shapes
are suitable. The cam follower 26 and the projection 32
may be separate parts which are suitably bonded or
joined together or they may be a single integrated part.
For example, projection 32 can be molded, welded, sol-
dered, brazed, adhesive bonded, mechanical interlocked
or other suitable means to cam follower 26.
[0051] As best seen in FIG. 3, the cylindrical cam 27
has a spiral slot 31 that accepts the projection 32 from
the cam follower 26. In the illustrated embodiment, the
spiral slot 31 extends through the wall of the cylindrical
cam 27, although the spiral slot may instead be an inter-
nal groove on the interior surface of the cylindrical cam.
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The spiral slot 31 of cylindrical cam 27 may have a starting
position X toward a proximal end of the cylindrical cam,
and an extended position Z toward a distal end of the
cylindrical cam wherein the direction of rotation may be
counterclockwise as shown by arrows 38 in Figure 3. It
should be understood, however, that the position of the
spiral slot 31 within the cylindrical cam 27 is not limiting
and that the starting point may be located toward the
distal end and the extended position may be located to-
ward the proximal end of the cylindrical cam 27 depend-
ing upon the direction of rotation and the application. It
should further be understood that the starting position X
and extended position Z do not have to be located at the
ends of the spiral slot 31 and both could be located at
any desired location within the spiral slot. It should also
be understood that the angle of the spiral slot 31 relative
to the longitudinal axis of the cylindrical cam 27 can be
varied to suit the design requirements of specific anato-
mies.
[0052] As rotation is supplied to cylindrical cam 27 from
the motor 11, the cam follower 26 translates (i.e., moves
linearly) as it follows the cylindrical cam within the slot
21, thereby imparting translation or linear movement of
the shaft 20. In particular, the shaft 20 and the cutting
element 4 move distally, as shown by arrow 35 in Figure
3, from the stored position shown in FIG. 1A to the cutting
position shown in FIG. 1B. As rotatable shaft 20 moves
distally, a retraction force in the proximal direction is cre-
ated by the compression of retraction member 10a. When
the projection 32 of the cam follower 26 has completely
advanced to the extended position Z of the spiral slot 31,
the cam follower rotates with the cylindrical cam 27,
thereby imparting rotational movement of the shaft 20.
During rotation of the cam follower 26 and the shaft 20,
distal movement of the cam follower, the shaft and the
cutting element 4 is halted and compression is main-
tained to the retraction member 10a. The length of the
spiral slot 31 from the starting position X to the extended
position Z can determine the distance the cutting element
4 extends distally from the stored position to the cutting
position. It should be understood that the distance that
the projection 32 of the cam follower 26 travels within the
spiral slot 31 of the cylindrical cam 27 is not limiting and
that the spiral slot can be given various lengths corre-
sponding to various cutting depths as desired.
[0053] When rotation of the cylindrical cam 27 by the
motor 11 is halted, rotation of the cam follower 26 is also
halted, as is that of the rotatable shaft 20 and the cutting
element 4. Additionally, when the rotational force is halt-
ed, the retraction force stored by the compression of re-
traction member 10a acts against the rotatable shaft 20
and pushes/retracts the rotatable shaft 20 proximally
from the cutting position to the stored position. Projection
32 of cam follower 26 also retracts within the spiral slot
31 of cylindrical cam 27 from the extended position Z
toward the starting position X.
[0054] It should be further understood that if the retrac-
tion member 10a reaches maximum compression before

the projection 32 reaches the extended position of the
spiral slot 31, distal movement of the rotatable shaft 20
may be halted while rotation of the cam follower 26 and
the cylindrical cam 27 is maintained. Therefore, the com-
pression length of the retraction member 10a and, de-
pending upon the application, the compression length of
the retraction member against the stop, may also be uti-
lized to control the cutting depth of the catheter 2A. It
should be still further understood that in some applica-
tions the retraction member 10a may not be utilized and
battery power, counter rotation of the motor or alternate
means may be used to return the cutting element 4 from
the cutting position to the stored position.
[0055] FIGS. 4, 5A and 5B illustrate an optional con-
troller 50 that may be rotatably and/or slidably coupled
to tubular body 8 and may be configured for one-handed
use by an operator of the catheter 2A. Controller 50 is
tethered to handle 5A by wires 67 as will be described in
more detail hereafter. Controller 50 functions as an op-
tional secondary controller which allows an operator to
activate motor 11 and/or grasp the torque shaft or tubular
body 8 at a location remote from handle 5A which is prox-
imate or at least closer to the catheter access site in the
patient’s body. Controller 50 comprises a body 52 that
may have left and right housing halves, a lumen 51 that
accepts the torque shaft or tubular body 8, a button 54
and a lever, generally indicated at 55. A portion of lever
55 extends from body 52 through an opening in the body.
Button 54 includes a button compression member 56
(FIG. 5B) such as a spring or the like and is housed at
one end in receiving cavity 57 of button 54. The other
end of button compression member 56 is received in a
pocket 58 of body 52. Button 54 further includes a slot
59 that accepts the lever 55 when the slot is aligned with
the lever as described in more detail hereafter. Button
54 has an extended or at rest position and a depressed
position. Button compression member 56 keeps the but-
ton 54 in the extended or at rest position until the button
54 is depressed by an operator.
[0056] Referring to FIG. 5A, the lever 55 includes teeth
60, a pivot pin 61 and a lever compression member 62.
When the lever 55 is depressed, the tubular body 8 is
sandwiched or compressed between the teeth 60 of the
lever and an anvil 63 having teeth 64. In the illustrated
embodiment, the teeth 60, 64 are broadly, "body engag-
ing elements." Controller 50 also includes an activator
switch 65 having an activator button 66 in electrical com-
munication with the control wires 67. Control wires 67
electrically connect the activator switch 65 to the battery
15 and the motor 11 of cutter driver 5A. Body 52, lever
55, anvil 63, teeth 60 and 64 and buttons 54 may be
made from polycarbonate, nylon, or other materials and
may be injection molded or otherwise fabricated into the
desired configuration. The lever 55, button compression
member 56, pivot pin 61, anvil and teeth 60 and 64 may
also be comprised of metal such as steel, spring steel,
or other metals, or engineering polymer such as polyes-
ter, liquid crystal polymer, nylon, or other polymers. Body
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52 may be molded in two halves and the halves bonded
together by ultrasound, snap fit, adhesives, or other
means.
[0057] Lever 55 is configured such that it can be de-
pressed a first amount to a first position when button 54
is in the extended or at rest position and to a second
position when button is depressed. When lever 55 is de-
pressed to the first position teeth 60 move toward teeth
64 resulting in shaft 8 being gripped between teeth 60
and 64. Controller 50 can thus be used to manipulate
shaft 8 rotationally and axially when lever 55 is in the first
position. Movement of the lever 55 to the second position
supplies power to the motor 11 to extend and rotate the
cutting element 4. However, lever 55 cannot be moved
from the first position to the second position unless button
54 is depressed by the operator. This prevents the op-
erator from inadvertently or accidentally engaging the
motor 11 before the operator is ready to begin the tissue
cutting or fragmenting procedure. During use, when the
operator desires to begin the cutting operation button 54
is depressed to move slot 59 to a position which aligns
with lever 55. In this aligned position, the exposed portion
of lever 55 may be depressed which causes a portion of
lever 55 to be received into slot 59. Depression of the
lever 55 causes the lever to pivot about pin 61 so that a
portion of lever 55 also contacts and depresses activator
button 66 of activator switch 65. The activator switch 65
is in communication with the battery 15 and the motor 11
of the cutter driver 5A through the control wires 67, there-
by electrically connecting the power source to the motor
to thereby engage and rotate the rotatable shaft 20 and,
depending upon the application, cause distal movement
of the rotatable shaft and cutting element 4 to the cutting
or working position.
[0058] In use controller 50 is positioned at the desired
location along the torque shaft or tubular body 8 that is
to be mechanically manipulated (advanced, retracted,
torqued). The user depresses lever 55 to the first position
causing teeth 60 and 64 to grip the tubular body 8 and
allow the mechanical manipulation of the catheter body
8. When the catheter has been positioned at a desired
location the operator depresses button 54 which allows
lever 55 to be depressed to the second position. The
depression of lever 55 to the second position engages
activator button 66 that is in electrical communication with
the motor 11 of the cutter driver 5A by control wires 67,
activating remote manipulation of the rotation and distal
movement of the rotatable shaft 20 and cutting element
4 with the controller 50.
[0059] FIG. 6 illustrates an alternate catheter embod-
iment indicated generally at reference numeral 2B. Cath-
eter 2B is substantially similar to catheter 2A of FIGS. 1
to 5 except that it is provided with imaging capabilities.
Catheter 2B has an extended nosecone 3b that houses
and protects a transducer 40 having vessel imaging ca-
pabilities, located distal to cutting element 4. Transducer
40 may be connected to a non-catheter based control
using one or more of wires, cables, connectors, wireless

communication, or other means. Signal processing or
signal conditioning components, either catheter based
or non-catheter based, may be interspersed between the
transducer and the control, or may be integrated on the
transducer, the controller or any combination thereof. Im-
aging transducers are catheter based and may transduce
ultrasonic energy, light energy, infrared energy, magnetic
energy, X-ray energy, or combinations thereof. Some ex-
amples of known imaging modalities suitable for use in
catheters disclosed herein include intravascular ultra-
sound (IVUS), optical coherence tomography (OCT), and
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI). While the remaining
discussion is directed at IVUS, it will be appreciated that
the catheters, systems and exemplary methods of the
embodiments described herein can be comprised of any
of IVUS, OCT or MRI imaging.
[0060] Transducer 40 may be fragile and prone to
breaking and kinking as the catheter is advanced in the
vessel or lumen. Nosecone 3b may protect transducer
40 by carrying or translating the mechanical stresses and
forces surrounding transducer 40. The outer wall of
nosecone 3b may comprise material having a thickness
or having properties that minimizes acoustic attenuation
by allowing better penetration of the acoustic ultrasound
signal produced by the transducer through the outer wall
of the nosecone, thus improving the quality of imaging.
In order to better preserve the structural integrity of the
outer wall of the nosecone 3b, structural support ribs (not
shown) may be provided. Outer wall of nosecone 3b may
be provided with one or more optional slot(s) 41 that are
axially aligned with transducer crystals of transducer 40
allowing acoustic ultrasonic sound pulses to travel be-
tween transducer crystals and the vessel wall in such a
way as to minimize attenuation or interference. Although
transducer 40 will produce a 360° image of the vessel
through the outer wall of nosecone 3b and the optional
slot 41, the radial angled portion of the 360° imaged ves-
sel obtained through the slot may be of a higher quality
than the remainder of the radial angled portion of the
360° imaged vessel obtained through the outer wall of
nosecone. Thus a larger dimensioned slot 41 may be
preferred, particularly in the direction that cutter 4 pro-
trudes through window. Slot 41 may produce a radial
angle of the imaged vessel in the range of 60° to 180° of
the circumference of the vessel. To minimize any effect
of distortion and to minimize the amount or size of any
artifacts in the image, the edges of the opening of slot 41
may be shaped or angled to coincide with the radius of
the catheter 4.
[0061] Slot 41 may be positioned directly distal of the
side opening 6 so the physician is able to view with great-
er clarity and accuracy what will be cut or removed at a
treatment site in a vessel or lumen as the catheter is
advanced distally in the lumen with the cutting element
4 in the cutting position. Additionally, after the material
has been cut the catheter 2B can be retracted proximally
in the vessel lumen until slot 41 is adjacently aligned with
the treatment site so that the physician is able to view

17 18 



EP 2 617 372 B1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

with greater clarity and accuracy what has been cut or
removed from the treatment site.
[0062] Catheter 2B has further been provided with an
extended ramp surface 16b that extends from side open-
ing 6 to the inside luminal surface of tubular body 8 op-
posite the side opening. It should be understood that the
ramp surface 16b is not limiting and that the size, slope,
width and length of the ramp surface could be any di-
mension or angle as desired depending upon the appli-
cation.
[0063] FIGS. 7A, 7B, 8 and 9, show an alternative cath-
eter embodiment, catheter 2C, that includes an alterna-
tive biasing mechanism and a cut depth adjustment con-
troller. Catheter 2C has properties and features similar
to catheter 2A except as described below. FIG. 7A illus-
trates a partial side cross-sectional view of a distal end
of catheter 2C with a flexible cutting element, generally
indicated at 4,in a storage position. FIG. 7B illustrates
the partial side cross-sectional view of the distal end of
catheter 2C with the cutting element 4 in a cutting posi-
tion. Catheter 2C is substantially similar to catheter 2A
and includes tubular body 8 and side opening 6. The
flexible cutting element 4 is coupled to the distal end of
flexible rotatable shaft 20. By manipulating shaft 20 cut-
ting element 4 is movable between a stored position (FIG.
7A) and a cutting position (FIG. 7B). In the stored position
the axis of rotation of the cutting element 4 is parallel to
the longitudinal axis LA of the tubular body as seen in
FIG. 7A. In the cutting position the axis of rotation of the
cutting element 4 is deflected between the proximal and
distal ends of the cutting element and at least a portion
of a cutting edge 22 of cutting element extends through
side opening 6 beyond an outer diameter of tubular body
8 as shown in FIG. 7B. A portion of the cutting edge 22
extends outwardly from the tubular body 8 and through
side opening 6 beyond an outer diameter of the tubular
body when the cutting element 4 is deflected.
[0064] To expose cutting edge 22 of cutting element 4
through side opening 6, rotatable shaft 20 and the cutting
element coupled thereto are moved distally from the
stored position to the cutting position. As distal movement
progresses cutting element 4 rides along the ramp 16c
coupled to the tubular body 8 of catheter 2C. The inter-
action between the cutting element 4 and the ramp 16c
deflects the cutting element 4 into the cutting position in
which the axis of rotation of the cutting element is de-
flected between the proximal and distal ends of catheter
2C and away from the longitudinal axis LA of the catheter.
At least a portion of the cutting edge 22 extends through
side opening 6 beyond an outer diameter of tubular body
8 and toward the tissue to be cut at a treatment site.
Catheter 2C may have optional stop 34 such as a con-
tinuous or discontinuous ring or other suitable means po-
sitioned proximal to side opening 6. Stop 34 is positioned
to engage a distal end of shaft 20 and prevent further
distal movement of the shaft. Stop 34 may aid in prevent-
ing over extension of the cutting element 4 through side
window 6. Stop 34 also serves as a bushing for the cutting

element 4, eliminating an excessive annular gap between
the cutting element and the body 8 and preventing wear
of the body 8 due to contact with the cutting element 4
as the cutting element rotates.
[0065] As shown in FIG. 8, rotatable shaft 20 extends
through lumen 18 in catheter 2C to cutter driver 5B. Cutter
driver 5B includes a motor 11, a power source 15 (for
example one or more batteries), a microswitch (not
shown), a housing 17, and a rotation assembly 25, in-
cluding a cam follower 26 and a cylindrical cam 27, for
imparting translation and rotation to a rotatable shaft 20
from the motor 11. Each of these components is similar
or identical to the corresponding components described
above with respect to the catheter 2A, and therefore, the
description set forth with respect to the catheter 2A ap-
plies to the present catheter 2C.
[0066] Catheter 2C includes an alternative biasing
mechanism, generally indicated at 7b. Whereas the bi-
asing mechanism7a of catheter 2A was positioned at a
distal location in the catheter body 8, the biasing
mechanism7b of catheter 2C is positioned generally with-
in the handle 5B. Biasing mechanism7b may include a
stop 33 fixedly secured to the shaft 20, and a retraction
member 10b such as a spring or other suitable means.
One end of the retraction member 10b may be adjacent
to a distal side of the stop 33 and the other end may be
adjacent to the proximal end of the cylindrical cam 27 or
other alternative fixed surface.
[0067] When rotation is supplied to cylindrical cam 27,
the projection 32 of the cam follower 26 follows the cam
within spiral slot 31. Rotation of the cylindrical cam 27
imparts translation (i.e., distal movement) of the rotatable
shaft 20,the cutting element 4, and the stop 33, which
compresses the retraction member 10b. The compres-
sion of retraction member 10b creates a retraction force
stored within the compressed retraction member. When
the projection 32 advances distally to the extended po-
sition, distal movement of shaft 20 is halted and the cam
follower 26 rotates with the cylindrical cam 27, thus ro-
tating the rotatable shaft 20 and the cutting element 4
and supplying continued compression to the retraction
member 10b. When the rotational force to the cylindrical
cam 27 is halted, rotation of the cam follower 26 and the
rotatable shaft 20 is halted and compression is no longer
supplied to the retraction member 10b. The cessation of
compression to retraction member 10b releases the
stored retraction force of the retracting member and prox-
imally retracts projection 32 of the cam follower 26 toward
the starting position of spiral slot 31 of cylindrical cam
27, thereby proximally retracting the rotatable shaft 20
and the cutting element 4 from the cutting position (FIG.
7B) to the stored position (FIG. 7A) parallel to the longi-
tudinal axis LA.
[0068] It should be further understood that distal move-
ment of the rotatable shaft 20 may be halted before the
projection 32 of the cam follower 26 advances completely
in the spiral slot 31 of the cylindrical cam 27 to the ex-
tended position if the retraction member 10b reaches
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maximum compression before the projection reaches the
extended position of the spiral slot. Therefore, the com-
pression length of the retraction member 10b and, de-
pending upon the application, the compression length of
the retraction member against the stop 33, may also be
utilized to control the cutting depth CD of the cutting el-
ement 4.
[0069] As can be seen in FIGS. 8 and 9, the catheter
2C includes a cut depth controller, generally indicated at
30. The cut depth controller 30 comprises a threaded cut
depth adjustment member 35 having one end rotatably
coupled to the handle housing 17, such as by a slip-fit,
and an opposite end threadably coupled to the stop 33.
An adjustment lever 36 is coupled to the depth adjust-
ment member 35 by a pivot pin 37. The adjustment lever
36 is receivable in one of a plurality of circumferential
slots 34 in the stop 33. As described further below, the
cut depth CD may be adjusted by rotating the adjustment
35 clockwise or counterclockwise to move the adjustment
member proximally or distally with respect to the cylin-
drical cam 27.
[0070] In some embodiments of catheter 2C, the cut
depth controller 30 controls the cutting depth CD of the
cutting element 4 through the distal side opening 6 of
tubular body 8. In particular, the adjustment member
threaded on the stop 33 (and therefore, threaded on the
rotatable shaft) is used to adjust the amount of translation
of the shaft 20 before rotation is imparted to shaft via the
cylindrical cam 27. A proximal end portion of the lever 36
is biased in a direction toward the slots 34 in the stop 33.
A distal end portion of lever 36 may be depressed to pivot
the proximal end portion of lever 36 away from slots 34.
When the lever 36 is depressed, the adjustment member
35 may be rotated either clockwise or counterclockwise
relative to the housing 17 and the stop 33 to move ad-
justment member toward or away from the cylindrical
cam 27. Rotation of the adjustment member 35 the lever
36with one of the slots 34. Each of the slots 34 corre-
sponds to a different cut depth CD, and indicia (not
shown) may be provided on the stop to indicate the rel-
ative cut depths associated with each slot. When the ad-
justment member 35 has been threaded on the stop 33
to a position where the lever 36 aligns with one of the
slots 34 at a desired cut depth, the lever is released so
that the proximal end portion of lever is received in the
desired slot corresponding to a desired cutting depth CD.
The lever 36 locks the cut depth adjustment member 35
into place when the lever is received in desired slot 34
to prevent any tightening or loosening of the cut depth
adjustment member on the nut 33 during rotation and
distal advancement of rotatable shaft 20.
[0071] In the present embodiment, the stop 33, cou-
pled to the rotatable shaft 20, and the adjustment member
35 move distally toward the cylindrical cam 27 as the
rotatable shaft 20 distally advances, due to rotation of
the cylindrical cam. These components advance distally
until the adjustment member 35 engages the cylindrical
cam 27 (or other stop), whereby the shaft 20 can no long-

er advance distally. Upon engagement of the adjustment
member 35 with the cylindrical cam 27 (or other stop),
rotation of the cylindrical cam imparts rotation, rather than
translation, to the cam follower 26 and the shaft 20. Ac-
cordingly, a length of a gap G between the adjustment
member 35 and the cylindrical cam 27 (or other stop)
determines (i.e., relates directly to) the cut depth CD of
the cutting element 4. The length of the gap G is controlled
by the cut depth controller 30. In particular, the distance
that the cut depth adjustment member 35 is threadably
coupled onto the stop 33 and locked into place by the
accepting of lever 36 into one of slots 34, determines the
length of the gap G between the cylindrical cam 27 (or
other stop), and the adjustment member 35. The longer
the length of the gap G, the longer the length that the
projection 32 of the cam follower 26 can advance within
the spiral slot 31 of the cylindrical cam 27 before the
adjustment member 35 engages the cylindrical cam (or
other stop) and the longer the length the cutting element
4 will distally move, thus the longer the length of the cut-
ting depth CD of the cutting element 4. Alternatively, the
less the cut depth adjustment member 35 is threadably
coupled onto nut 33 and locked into place by the accept-
ing of lever 36 into one of slots 34, the shorter the distance
gap G is between the cylindrical cam 27 and the adjust-
ment member. Thus, a smaller gap G results in a smaller
cutting depth CD.
[0072] When rotation is no longer supplied to the cy-
lindrical cam 27, and thereby, the rotatable shaft 20, the
retraction force stored by the compression of the retrac-
tion member 10b pushes/retracts the rotatable shaft 20
to the stored position, thereby retracting the cutting ele-
ment 4 from the cutting position down the ramp 16c and
back to the stored position parallel to the longitudinal axis
LA of the tubular body 8 of the catheter. It should be
understood that in some embodiments the retraction
member (10a, 10b) may be omitted. In some embodi-
ments, the cutting element 4 may not be biased toward
the stored position. For these applications, battery power
or alternate means may be used to return the cutting
element 4 from the cutting position to the stored position
and is discussed in greater depth below.
[0073] During use of the catheter, the catheter 2A, 2B,
2C or any similar embodiment with features of catheter
2A to 2C, is advanced through the vessel with the cutting
element 4 in the stored position until side opening 6 is
positioned adjacent or just proximal to a proximal end of
a treatment site of a vessel. The illustrated controller 50
may aid in the placement of the catheter 2A-2C adjacent
or proximal the treatment site through the torturous anat-
omy of the vessels through mechanical manipulation (ad-
vancing, retracting, torquing). Cutting element 4 coupled
to the rotatable shaft 20 is then moved distally from the
stored position to the cutting position. Controller 50 may
effectuate power to the motor 11 in order to advance the
cutting element 4 to the cutting position. Alternatively, a
trigger on cutter driver 5 may be used to effectuate power
to the motor 11. Once the cutting element 4 has been
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distally advanced within the catheter body 8 and deflect-
ed outwardly through the side opening 6 of the tubular
body 8 of the catheter to a desired cutting depth CD so
that at least a portion of the cutting edge 22 (or teeth,
fins, or other tissue fragmenting structure) of the cutting
element extends beyond the outer diameter of the tubular
body 8 of catheter, the catheter is pushed distally through
the vessel with the cutting element 4 in the cutting posi-
tion. As the catheter 2A-2C moves through the blood ves-
sel, with the cutting element 4 in the working or cutting
position, the tissue material is cut by the cutting edge 22
of cutting element 4 (or is fragmented by teeth, fins or
other tissue fragmenting structure of the distal tip portion
of the cutting element) and is directed into the tissue col-
lection chamber 12 (e.g., a lumen of the rotatable shaft
20) positioned proximal to the cutting element. The tissue
collection chamber 12 may extend the length of the cath-
eter body 8.
[0074] In this embodiment and in the other catheter
embodiments described herein, a vacuum source (not
shown) may be applied at the proximal end of the catheter
body 8 to aid in collection and transport of material cut
by the cutting element 4 through rotatable shaft 20. As
mentioned previously, any of the catheter bodies 8 de-
scribed herein may be provided with a side wall opening
or other opening at a proximal location which can be con-
nected by tubing to a suction source so that debris cre-
ated by the rotating cutter element 4 can be aspirated
through the annular space between the catheter body
and flexible rotatable shaft 20. The tissue collection
chamber 12 may be as long as the catheter length which
is proximal to the window. When the tissue material has
been properly and effectively treated at the treatment site
by the cutting element 4, power is halted to the motor 11
and the retraction member 10a, 10b retracts the cutting
element back to the stored position and the catheter is
retracted from the vessel.
[0075] FIGS. 10A and 10B are circuit diagrams of a
drive circuit, generally indicated at 70,that drives motor
11 in a forward direction using power from the battery 15
during use of the catheter and subsequently drives the
motor in a backward direction using capacitor power
when battery power to the motor is switched off. This
drive circuit 70 may be used in combination with the em-
bodiments of catheters 2A to 2C and may also be used
in embodiments of the catheter that do not utilize a bias-
ing mechanism 7a, 7b for retraction of the cutting element
4. Thus, capacitor power can be used for retraction of
the cutting element 4 solely or in addition to the biasing
mechanism 7a, 7b.
[0076] The drive circuit 70 includes four switches: two
single pole single throw (SPST) switches 72 and two sin-
gle pole double throw (SPDT) switches 74. FIG. 10A
shows the switches 72, 74 as they would be set when
the catheter 2A-2C is used to cut material from a vessel
lumen. The SPST switches 72 are in a closed position,
and the SPDT switches 74 are closed on the left side
relative to the central common pole and open on the right

side, such that motor lead "X" and a positive lead of a
capacitor C is connected to the positive terminal of the
battery 15 and both the motor 11 and the capacitor are
also connected to the negative terminal of the battery.
FIG. 10B shows the switches 72, 74 as they would be
set when power to the motor 11 is turned off. In FIG. 10B,
the two SPST switches 72 are open and the two SPDT
74 switches are in an open position on the left side and
in a closed position on the right side. In this configuration
the battery 15 is disconnected from both the motor 11
and the capacitor C, the capacitor is connected to the
motor, and motor lead "X" is connected to the negative
terminal of the capacitor. Thus, the capacitor C will power
the motor 11 in the opposite rotational sense as the circuit
of FIG. 10A, until the capacitor’s charge is discharged to
the point where it can no longer turn the motor.
[0077] FIGS. 11A & 11B are circuit diagrams of a sec-
ond embodiment of a drive circuit, generally indicated at
80, that will drive the motor 11 in a forward direction using
power from the battery 15 and will subsequently drive
the motor in a backwards direction using the battery pow-
er. This circuit 80 may be used in combination with the
embodiments of catheters 2A to 2C and may also be
used in embodiments of the catheter that do not utilize
the biasing mechanism for retraction of the cutting ele-
ment. Thus, battery power can be used for retraction of
the cutting element 4 solely or in addition to the biasing
mechanism 7a, 7b.
[0078] FIGS. 11A and 11B show two SPDT switches
82 connecting the battery 15 to the motor 11. In FIG. 11A
both switches 82 are in a closed position on the right side
relative to the central common pole such that motor lead
"X" is connected to the positive terminal of the battery 15
and the motor 11 is also connected to the negative ter-
minal of the battery. In FIG. 11B the two SPDT switches
82 are in an open position on the right side and in a closed
position on the left side. In this configuration motor lead
"X" is connected to the negative terminal of the battery
15. Thus, in the circuit configuration of FIG. 11B, the bat-
tery 15 will power the motor 11 in the opposite rotational
sense as the circuit configuration of FIG. 11A. When the
motor 11 is energized, such as by depressing controller
lever 55 of the embodiment described with respect to
FIG. 4, the motor is be activated by means of the circuit
configuration shown in FIG. 11A to advance the cutting
element 4 out of the side opening 6. When the controller
lever 55 is allowed to spring back or rebound from the
un-depressed position, the motor 11 is briefly activated
by means of the circuit configuration shown in FIG. 11B
to retract the cutting element 4 through the side opening
6 and into the body 8.
[0079] The above description and the drawings are
provided for the purpose of describing embodiments of
the invention and are not intended to limit the scope of
the invention in any way. It will be apparent to those skilled
in the art that various modifications and variations can
be made without departing from the scope of the inven-
tion. Thus, it is intended that the present invention cover
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the modifications and variations of this invention provided
they come within the scope of the appended claims and
their equivalents. Further, while choices for materials and
configurations may have been described above with re-
spect to certain embodiments, one of ordinary skill in the
art will understand that the materials and configurations
described are applicable across the embodiments.

Claims

1. A catheter (2A, 2B, 2C) for removing material from
a body lumen comprising:

a tubular body (8) having proximal and distal
ends and a side opening (6) positioned proximal
of the distal end of the tubular body (8);
a rotatable shaft (20) disposed within the lumen
(18) of the tubular body (8), the rotatable shaft
(20) having proximal and distal ends;
a cutting element (4) coupled to the rotatable
shaft (20) for rotation about an axis of rotation,
the cutting element (4) having a cutting edge
(22);
a cam follower (26) secured to the rotatable shaft
(20) adjacent the proximal end of the rotatable
shaft (20); and
a handle (5A, 5B) attached to the tubular body
(8) adjacent the proximal end of the tubular body
(8), the handle (5A, 5B) including a motor (11),
and a cylindrical cam (27) coupled to the motor
(11) and to the cam follower (26,
wherein the cutting element (4) and the rotatable
shaft (20) are longitudinally moveable within the
tubular body (8) between a stored position, in
which the cutting element (4) is received in the
tubular body (8), and a cutting position, in which
at least a portion of the cutting edge (22) extends
through the side opening (6),
the motor (11) is configured to transmit rotation
to the cylindrical cam (27) to both impart trans-
lation to the cam follower (26) to move the cutting
element (4) from the stored position to the cut-
ting position, and thereafter impart rotation to
the cam follower (26) when the cutting element
(4) is in the cutting position to rotate the cutting
element (4) about its axis of rotation;
the catheter (2A, 2B, 2C) further comprising:
a ramp (16a, 16b, 16c) coupled to the tubular
body (8) adjacent the distal end of the body (8)
and having an angular surface generally oppo-
site the side opening (6); wherein the cutting el-
ement (4) comprises a flexible cutting element
having a longitudinal axis, and a distal tip (19)
having the cutting edge (12), the flexible cutting
element (4) configured to engage the angular
surface of the ramp (16a, 16b, 16c) and deflect
along its longitudinal axis such that at least a

portion of the longitudinal axis of the cutting el-
ement (4) is not parallel to the longitudinal axis
of the tubular body (8) and at least a portion of
the cutting edge (22) extends through the side
opening (6) beyond the outer diameter of the
tubular body (8).

2. The catheter (2A, 2B, 2C) of claim 1 further compris-
ing a biasing mechanism (7a, 7b) secured to the han-
dle (5A, 5B) and configured to bias the rotatable shaft
(20) in a proximal position, thereby biasing the cut-
ting element (4) toward the stored position.

3. The catheter (2A, 2B, 2C) of claim 2 wherein the
biasing mechanism (7a, 7b) comprises a stop (33)
coupled to the rotatable shaft (20) and a retraction
member (10a, 10b) positioned between the stop (33)
and a proximal end of the cylindrical cam (27).

4. The catheter (2A, 2B, 2C) of claim 1 wherein the
handle (5A, 5B) further comprises a cut depth con-
troller (30) coupled to the rotatable shaft (20) and
configured to selectively control a cut depth of the
cutting element (4), wherein the cut depth of the cut-
ting element (4) is a distance in which the cutting
edge (22) extends beyond an outer diameter of the
tubular body (8) in the cutting position, wherein the
cut depth controller (30) comprises an adjustment
member (35) threaded on the rotatable shaft (20) for
adjusting the amount of translation of the shaft (20)
prior to rotation being imparted to shaft (20) via the
cylindrical cam (27).

5. The catheter (2A, 2B, 2C) of claim 1, wherein the
flexible cutting element (4) has a lumen (4a) extend-
ing longitudinally through the proximal and distal
ends of the cutting element (4) for receiving material
cut by the distal end of the cutting element (4).

6. The catheter (2A, 2B, 2C) of claim 5, wherein the
rotatable shaft (20) has a lumen (12) extending lon-
gitudinally in the shaft and in communication with the
lumen (4a) of the cutting element (4) for receiving
cut material from the lumen of the cutting element (4).

7. The catheter (2A, 2B, 2C) of claim 1 further compris-
ing:
a controller (50) for selectively operating the motor
(11), the controller (50) having a body (52) defining
a lumen (51) sized to accept the tubular body (8),
the controller (50) further having opposed body en-
gaging elements (60, 64) within the controller body
(52) for gripping the tubular body (8) of the catheter
(2A, 2B, 2C), and a lever (55) connected to at least
one of the body engaging elements (60, 64), wherein
the lever (55) is configured to move at least one of
the body engaging elements (60, 64) from a disen-
gaged position, in which the controller (50) is free to
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move along at least the length of the tubular body
(8), to an engaging position, in which the body en-
gaging elements (60, 64) engage the tubular body
(8) to enable manipulation of the tubular body (8).

8. The catheter (2A, 2B, 2C) of claim 1 further compris-
ing a power source (15) in the handle (5A, 5B) for
supplying power to the motor (11), wherein the con-
troller (50) includes an activation member (66) elec-
trically connected to the power source (15) of the
handle (5A, 5B) for selectively supplying power to
the motor (11), wherein the lever (55) of the controller
(50) is configured to activate the activation member
(66) to selectively supply power to the motor (11).

9. The catheter (2A, 2B, 2C) of claim 1 wherein the
cylindrical cam (27) has a spiral slot (31) extending
along a length of the cam (27), the spiral slot (31)
having a starting position (X) and an extended posi-
tion (Z),
the cam follower (26) including a projection (32) re-
ceived in the spiral slot (31),
wherein when the cam follower (26) is at the starting
position (X) of the slot (31), the cutting element (4)
is in the stored position and rotation of the cylindrical
cam (27) imparts translation of the cam follower (26)
and the rotatable shaft (20), without imparting rota-
tion to the cam follower (26) and the rotatable shaft
(20), and
wherein when the cam follower (26) is at the extend-
ed position (Z) of the slot (31), the cutting element
(4) is in the cutting position and rotation of the cylin-
drical cam (27) imparts rotation of the cam follower
(26) and the rotatable shaft (20), without imparting
translation to the cam follower (26) and the rotatable
shaft (20).

10. The catheter (2A, 2B, 2C) of claim 9 wherein the
starting position (X) of the spiral slot (31) is at a prox-
imal end of the spiral slot (31), and wherein the ex-
tended position (Z) of the spiral slot (31) is at a distal
end of the spiral slot (31).

Patentansprüche

1. Katheter (2A, 2B, 2C) zum Beseitigen von Material
aus einem Körperlumen, umfassend:

einen röhrenförmigen Körper (8) mit einem pro-
ximalen und einem distalen Ende und einer Sei-
tenöffnung (6), die proximal zum distalen Ende
des röhrenförmigen Körpers (8) positioniert ist;
eine drehbare Welle (20), die innerhalb des Lu-
mens (18) des röhrenförmigen Körpers (8) an-
geordnet ist, wobei die drehbare Welle (20) ein
proximales und ein distales Ende aufweist;
ein Schneideelement (4), das mit der drehbaren

Welle (20) zur Drehung um eine Drehachse ge-
koppelt ist, wobei das Schneideelement (4) eine
Schneidekante (22) aufweist;
einen Nockenfolger (26), der an der drehbaren
Welle (20) benachbart zum proximalen Ende
der drehbaren Welle (20) befestigt ist; und
einen Griff (5A, 5B), der an dem röhrenförmigen
Körper (8) benachbart zum proximalen Ende
des röhrenförmigen Körpers (8) angebracht ist,
wobei der Griff (5A, 5B) einen Motor (11) und
einen zylindrischen Nocken (27), der an den Mo-
tor (11) und an den Nockenfolger (26 gekoppelt
ist, einschließt,
wobei das Schneideelement (4) und die dreh-
bare Welle (20) innerhalb des röhrenförmigen
Körpers (8) zwischen einer Aufbewahrungspo-
sition, in der das Schneideelement (4) in dem
röhrenförmigen Körper (8) aufgenommen ist,
und einer Schneideposition, in der sich mindes-
tens ein Abschnitt der Schneidekante (22) durch
die Seitenöffnung (6) erstreckt, in Längsrichtung
bewegbar sind,
wobei der Motor (11) konfiguriert ist, um eine
Drehung auf den zylindrischen Nocken (27) zu
übertragen, um sowohl dem Nockenfolger (26)
eine Verschiebung zu vermitteln, um das
Schneideelement (4) von der Aufbewahrungs-
position in die Schneideposition zu bewegen,
als auch danach dem Nockenfolger (26) eine
Drehung zu vermitteln, wenn sich das Schnei-
deelement (4) in der Schneideposition befindet,
um das Schneideelement (4) um seine Dreh-
achse zu drehen;
wobei der Katheter (2A, 2B, 2C) ferner umfasst:
eine Rampe (16a, 16b, 16c), die mit dem röh-
renförmigen Körper (8) benachbart zu dem dis-
talen Ende des Körpers (8) gekoppelt ist und
eine ringförmige Oberfläche im Wesentlichen
gegenüberliegend der Seitenöffnung (6) auf-
weist; wobei das Schneideelement (4) ein fle-
xibles Schneideelement mit einer Längsachse
und eine distale Spitze (19) mit der Schneide-
kante (12) umfasst, wobei das flexible Schnei-
deelement (4) konfiguriert ist, um an der ringför-
migen Oberfläche der Rampe (16a, 16b, 16c)
anzugreifen und sich entlang seiner Längsach-
se auf derartige Weise auszulenken, dass sich
zumindest ein Abschnitt der Längsachse des
Schneideelements (4) nicht parallel zur Längs-
achse des röhrenförmigen Körpers (8) befindet
und sich zumindest ein Abschnitt der Schneide-
kante (22) durch die Seitenöffnung (6) über den
Außendurchmesser des röhrenförmigen Kör-
pers (8) hinaus erstreckt.

2. Katheter (2A, 2B, 2C) nach Anspruch 1, ferner um-
fassend einen Vorspannmechanismus (7a, 7b), der
an dem Griff (5A, 5B) befestigt ist und konfiguriert
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ist, um die drehbare Welle (20) in eine proximale
Position vorzuspannen, wodurch das Schneideele-
ment (4) in Richtung der Aufbewahrungsposition
vorgespannt wird.

3. Katheter (2A, 2B, 2C) nach Anspruch 2, wobei der
Vorspannmechanismus (7a, 7b) einen Anschlag
(33), der mit der drehbaren Welle (20) gekoppelt ist,
und ein Einziehglied (10a, 10b), das zwischen dem
Anschlag (33) und einem proximalen Ende der zy-
lindrischen Nockens (27) positioniert ist, umfasst.

4. Katheter (2A, 2B, 2C) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der
Griff (5A, 5B) ferner eine Schnitttiefensteuerung (30)
umfasst, die an die drehbaren Welle (20) gekoppelt
ist und konfiguriert ist, um eine Schnitttiefe des
Schneideelements (4) selektiv zu steuern, wobei die
Schnitttiefe des Schneideelements (4) ein Abstand
ist, in welchem sich die Schneidekante (22) über ei-
nen Außendurchmesser des röhrenförmigen Kör-
pers (8) hinaus in die Schneideposition erstreckt, wo-
bei die Schnitttiefensteuerung (30) ein auf die dreh-
bare Welle (20) geschraubtes Einstellelement (35)
zum Einstellen des Verschiebebetrags der Welle
(20) vor der Drehung, die über den zylindrischen No-
cken (27) an die Welle (20) vermittelt wird, umfasst.

5. Katheter (2A, 2B, 2C) nach Anspruch 1, wobei das
flexible Schneideelement (4) ein Lumen (4a) auf-
weist, das sich in Längsrichtung durch das proximale
und das distale Ende des Schneideelements (4) er-
streckt, zum Aufnehmen von Material, das durch das
distale Ende des Schneideelements (4) abgeschnit-
ten wurde.

6. Katheter (2A, 2B, 2C) nach Anspruch 5, wobei die
drehbare Welle (20) ein Lumen (12) aufweist, das
sich in Längsrichtung in der Welle und in Verbindung
mit dem Lumen (4a) des Schneideelements (4) er-
streckt, zum Aufnehmen von geschnittenem Mate-
rial aus dem Lumen des Schneideelements (4).

7. Katheter (2A, 2B, 2C) nach Anspruch 1, ferner um-
fassend:

eine Steuerung (50) zum selektiven Betreiben
des Motors (11), wobei die Steuerung (50) einen
Körper (52) aufweist, der ein Lumen (51) defi-
niert, das dimensioniert ist, um den röhrenför-
migen Körper (8) aufzunehmen, wobei die Steu-
erung (50) ferner gegenüberliegende Körperan-
griffselemente (60, 64) innerhalb des Steuerkör-
pers (52) zum Greifen des röhrenförmigen Kör-
pers (8) des Katheters (2A, 2B, 2C) aufweist,
und
einen Hebel (55), der mit mindestens einem der
Körperangriffselemente (60, 64) verbunden ist,
wobei der Hebel (55) konfiguriert ist, um min-

destens eines der Körperangriffselemente (60,
64) aus einer Ausrückposition, in der die Steu-
erung (50) frei ist, um sich zumindest entlang
der Länge des röhrenförmigen Körpers (8) zu
bewegen, in in eine Angriffsposition zu bewe-
gen, in der die Körperangriffselemente (60, 64)
am röhrenförmigen Körper (8) angreifen, um die
Handhabung des röhrenförmigen Körpers (8) zu
ermöglichen.

8. Katheter (2A, 2B, 2C) nach Anspruch 1, ferner um-
fassend eine Energiequelle (15) in dem Griff (5A,
5B) zum Liefern von Energie zum Motor (11), wobei
die Steuerung (50) ein Aktivierungsglied (66) zum
selektiven Liefern von Energie zum Motor (11) ein-
schließt, das elektrisch mit der Energiequelle (15)
des Griffes (5A, 5B) verbunden wird, wobei der He-
bel (55) der Steuerung (50) konfiguriert ist, um das
Aktivierungsglied (66) zum selektiven Liefern von
Energie zum Motor (11) zu aktivieren.

9. Katheter (2A, 2B, 2C) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der
zylindrische Nocken (27) einen Spiralschlitz (31) auf-
weist, der sich entlang einer Länge des Nockens (27)
erstreckt, wobei der Spiralschlitz (31) eine Aus-
gangsposition (X) und eine ausgefahrene Position
(Z) aufweist,
wobei der Nockenfolger (26) einen Vorsprung (32)
einschließt, der in dem Spiralschlitz (31) aufgenom-
men ist,
wobei, wenn sich der Nockenfolger (26) in der Aus-
gangsposition (X) des Schlitzes (31) befindet, sich
das Schneideelement (4) in der Aufbewahrungspo-
sition befindet und eine Drehung des zylindrischen
Nockens (27) eine Verschiebung des Nockenfolgers
(26) und der drehbaren Welle (20) vermittelt, ohne
eine Drehung an den Nockenfolger (26) und die
drehbare Welle (20) zu vermitteln, und
wobei, wenn sich der Nockenfolger (26) in der aus-
gefahrenen Position (Z) des Schlitzes (31) befindet,
sich das Schneideelement (4) in der Schneideposi-
tion befindet und eine Drehung des zylindrischen No-
ckens (27) eine Drehung des Nockenfolgers (26) und
der drehbaren Welle (20) vermittelt, ohne eine Ver-
schiebung an den Nockenfolger (26) und die dreh-
bare Welle (20) zu vermitteln.

10. Katheter (2A, 2B, 2C) nach Anspruch 9, wobei sich
die Ausgangsposition (X) des Spiralschlitzes (31) an
einem proximalen Ende des Spiralschlitzes (31) be-
findet, und wobei sich die ausgefahrene Position (Z)
des Spiralschlitzes (31) an einem distalen Ende des
Spiralschlitzes (31) befindet.

Revendications

1. Cathéter (2A, 2B, 2C) destiné à retirer un matériau
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d’une lumière corporelle comprenant :

un corps tubulaire (8) ayant des extrémités
proximales et distales et une ouverture latérale
(6) positionnée proximale par rapport à l’extré-
mité distale du corps tubulaire (8) ;
une tige rotative (20) disposée au sein de la lu-
mière (18) du corps tubulaire (8), la tige rotative
(20) ayant des extrémités proximale et distale ;
un élément de coupe (4) couplé à la tige rotative
(20) à des fins de rotation autour d’un axe de
rotation, l’élément de coupe (4) ayant un bord
de coupe (22) ;
un suiveur de came (26) fixé à la tige rotative
(20) adjacent à l’extrémité proximale de la tige
rotative (20) ; et
une poignée (5 A, 5B) fixée au corps tubulaire
(8) adjacente à l’extrémité proximale du corps
tubulaire (8), la poignée (5A, 5B) incluant un mo-
teur (11), et une came cylindrique (27) couplée
au moteur (11) et au suiveur de came (26,
dans lequel l’élément de coupe (4) et la tige ro-
tative (20) peuvent être déplacés longitudinale-
ment au sein du corps tubulaire (8) entre une
position rangée, dans laquelle l’élément de cou-
pe (4) est reçu dans le corps tubulaire (8), et une
position de coupe, dans laquelle au moins une
partie du bord de coupe (22) s’étend à travers
l’ouverture latérale (6),
le moteur (11) est configuré pour transmettre
une rotation à la came cylindrique (27) à la fois
pour communiquer une translation au suiveur
de came (26) pour déplacer l’élément de coupe
(4) de la position rangée à la position de coupe,
et pour communiquer par la suite une rotation
au suiveur de came (26) lorsque l’élément de
coupe (4) est dans la position de coupe pour
faire tourner l’élément de coupe (4) autour de
son axe de rotation ;
le cathéter (2A, 2B, 2C) comprenant en outre :
une rampe (16a, 16b, 16c) couplée au corps tu-
bulaire (8) adjacente à l’extrémité distale du
corps (8) et ayant une surface angulaire géné-
ralement opposée à l’ouverture latérale (6) ;
dans lequel l’élément de coupe (4) comprend
un élément de coupe flexible ayant un axe lon-
gitudinal, et une pointe distale (19) ayant le bord
de coupe (12), l’élément de coupe flexible (4)
configuré pour venir en prise avec la surface an-
gulaire de la rampe (16a, 16b, 16c) et s’infléchir
le long de son axe longitudinal de telle sorte
qu’au moins une partie de l’axe longitudinal de
l’élément de coupe (4) n’est pas parallèle à l’axe
longitudinal du corps tubulaire (8) et au moins
une partie du bord de coupe (22) s’étend à tra-
vers l’ouverture latérale (6) au-delà du diamètre
externe du corps tubulaire (8).

2. Cathéter (2A, 2B, 2C) selon la revendication 1 com-
prenant en outre un mécanisme de sollicitation (7a,
7b) fixé à la poignée (5A, 5B) et configuré pour sol-
liciter la tige rotative (20) dans une position proxima-
le, sollicitant de ce fait l’élément de coupe (4) en
direction de la position rangée.

3. Cathéter (2A, 2B, 2C) selon la revendication 2 dans
lequel le mécanisme de sollicitation (7a, 7b) com-
prend un arrêt (33) couplé à la tige rotative (20) et
un élément de rétraction (10a, 10b) positionné entre
l’arrêt (33) et une extrémité proximale de la came
cylindrique (27).

4. Cathéter (2A, 2B, 2C) selon la revendication 1 dans
lequel la poignée (5A, 5B) comprend en outre un
dispositif de commande de profondeur de coupe (30)
couplé à la tige rotative (20) et configuré pour com-
mander sélectivement une profondeur de coupe de
l’élément de coupe (4), dans lequel la profondeur de
coupe de l’élément de coupe (4) est une distance à
laquelle le bord de coupe (22) s’étend au-delà d’un
diamètre externe du corps tubulaire (8) dans la po-
sition de coupe, dans lequel le dispositif de comman-
de de profondeur de coupe (30) comprend un élé-
ment de réglage (35) fileté sur la tige rotative (20)
pour ajuster la quantité de translation de la tige (20)
avant qu’une rotation soit communiquée à la tige (20)
par l’intermédiaire de la came cylindrique (27).

5. Cathéter (2A, 2B, 2C) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel l’élément de coupe flexible (4) a une lumière
(4a) s’étendant longitudinalement à travers les ex-
trémités proximales et distales de l’élément de coupe
(4) pour recevoir un matériau coupé par l’extrémité
distale de l’élément de coupe (4).

6. Cathéter (2A, 2B, 2C) selon la revendication 5, dans
lequel la tige rotative (20) a une lumière (12) s’éten-
dant longitudinalement dans la tige et en communi-
cation avec la lumière (4a) de l’élément de coupe (4)
pour recevoir un matériau coupé provenant de la lu-
mière de l’élément de coupe (4).

7. Cathéter (2A, 2B, 2C) selon la revendication 1 com-
prenant en outre :

un dispositif de commande (50) pour actionner
sélectivement le moteur (11), le dispositif de
commande (50) ayant un corps (52) définissant
une lumière (51) dimensionnée pour accepter
le corps tubulaire (8), le dispositif de commande
(50) ayant en outre des éléments de mise en
prise de corps opposés (60, 64) au sein du corps
de dispositif de commande (52) pour saisir le
corps tubulaire (8) du cathéter (2A, 2B, 2C), et
un levier (55) relié à au moins l’un des éléments
de mise en prise de corps (60, 64), dans lequel
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le levier (55) est configuré pour déplacer au
moins l’un des éléments de mise en prise de
corps (60, 64) d’une position libérée, dans la-
quelle le dispositif de commande (50) est libre
de se mouvoir le long d’au moins la longueur du
corps tubulaire (8), à une position de mise en
prise, dans laquelle les éléments de mise en pri-
se de corps (60, 64) viennent en prise avec le
corps tubulaire (8) pour permettre une manipu-
lation du corps tubulaire (8).

8. Cathéter (2A, 2B, 2C) selon la revendication 1 com-
prenant en outre une source d’alimentation (15) dans
la poignée (5A, 5B) pour alimenter en énergie le mo-
teur (11), dans lequel le dispositif de commande (50)
inclut un élément d’activation (66) électriquement
connecté à la source d’alimentation (15) de la poi-
gnée (5A, 5B) pour alimenter sélectivement en éner-
gie le moteur (11), dans lequel le levier (55) du dis-
positif de commande (50) est configuré pour activer
l’élément d’activation (66) pour alimenter sélective-
ment en énergie le moteur (11).

9. Cathéter (2A, 2B, 2C) selon la revendication 1 dans
lequel la came cylindrique (27) a une fente en spirale
(31) s’étendant le long d’une longueur de la came
(27), la fente en spirale (31) ayant une position de
départ (X) et une position déployée (Z),
le suiveur de came (26) incluant une saillie (32) reçue
dans la fente en spirale (31),
dans lequel lorsque le suiveur de came (26) est à la
position de départ (X) de la fente (31), l’élément de
coupe (4) est dans la position rangée et une rotation
de la came cylindrique (27) communique une trans-
lation du suiveur de came (26) et de la tige rotative
(20), sans communiquer de rotation au suiveur de
came (26) et à la tige rotative (20), et
dans lequel lorsque le suiveur de came (26) est à la
position déployée (Z) de la fente (31), l’élément de
coupe (4) est dans la position de coupe et une rota-
tion de la came cylindrique (27) communique une
rotation du suiveur de came (26) et de la tige rotative
(20), sans communiquer de translation au suiveur
de came (26) et à la tige rotative (20).

10. Cathéter (2A, 2B, 2C) selon la revendication 9 dans
lequel la position de départ (X) de la fente en spirale
(31) est à une extrémité proximale de la fente en
spirale (31), et dans lequel la position déployée (Z)
de la fente en spirale (31) est à une extrémité distale
de la fente en spirale (31).

33 34 



EP 2 617 372 B1

19



EP 2 617 372 B1

20



EP 2 617 372 B1

21



EP 2 617 372 B1

22



EP 2 617 372 B1

23



EP 2 617 372 B1

24



EP 2 617 372 B1

25



EP 2 617 372 B1

26



EP 2 617 372 B1

27



EP 2 617 372 B1

28

REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION

This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

• WO 2011112918 A [0006]
• US 2009270897 A [0007]
• WO 2003037194 A [0008]
• US 20100130850 A [0009]

• WO 2007130711 A [0009]
• US 20090270897 A [0009]
• EP 1595503 A [0009]


	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	cited references

