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(54) METHOD AND DEVICE FOR LOCKING FILE

(57) The present invention provides a method for
locking a file, which belongs to the field of electronic de-
vices. The method includes: acquiring (S101) biological
feature recognition information of a current user, wherein
the biological feature recognition information includes fin-
gerprint information, voiceprint information, iris informa-
tion or facial information; and locking (S102) a first des-
ignated file by using the biological feature recognition
information of the current user. In the embodiments of

the present invention, a designated file is locked by using
biological feature recognition information, such that pic-
tures or videos may be hidden, and personal privacy of
a current user may be effectively protected, and user
experience is improved. Moreover, the user may choose
which file to be locked as needed, which is flexible in use.
The present invention further provides a device for lock-
ing a file and a mobile terminal.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention generally relates to the
field of electric devices, and more particularly, to a meth-
od and a device for locking a file.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Nowadays, personal mobile terminals on the
market, such as cellphones, usually have privacy fea-
tures, and users need to lock their cellphones to protect
their personal privacy. Currently, general locking man-
ners include numeric password, pattern, fingerprint rec-
ognition and the like. Fingerprint recognition technology
brings the users more and more convenience, and the
fingerprint recognition technology is relatively reliable in
terms of guaranteeing security and privacy of the users.
However, the cellphone of a user may be taken by other
people in an unlocked state, thus the privacy of the user
cannot be guaranteed.

SUMMARY

[0003] In order to overcome the problems existing in
the related art, the present invention provides a method
and a device for locking a file.
[0004] According to a first aspect of embodiments of
the present invention, there provides a method for locking
a file, including:

acquiring biological feature recognition information
of a current user, wherein the biological feature rec-
ognition information includes fingerprint information,
voiceprint information, iris information or facial infor-
mation; and
locking a first designated file by using the biological
feature recognition information of the current user.

[0005] In an embodiment of the first aspect of the em-
bodiments of the present invention, the acquiring the bi-
ological feature recognition information of the current us-
er comprises:

collecting the biological feature recognition informa-
tion of the current user when the first designated file
is obtained by photography.

[0006] In a particular embodiment, when the biological
feature recognition information is fingerprint information,
collecting the biological feature recognition information
of the current user when the first designated file is ob-
tained by photography comprises:

receiving a first photographing instruction input from
the current user through a touchscreen and collect-
ing fingerprint information when the first photograph-

ing instruction is input from the current user through
the touchscreen, wherein the first photographing in-
struction is used for instructing to obtain the first des-
ignated file by photography.

[0007] In a particular embodiment, when the biological
feature recognition information is voiceprint information,
collecting the biological feature recognition information
of the current user when the first designated file is ob-
tained by photography comprises:

collecting a voice signal of the current user by a mi-
crophone;
recognizing the voice signal to obtain a first photo-
graphing instruction input from the current user,
wherein the first photographing instruction is used
for instructing to obtain the first designated file by
photography; and
extracting the voiceprint information of the current
user from the voice signal.

[0008] In a particular embodiment, when the biological
feature recognition information is facial information or iris
information, collecting the biological feature recognition
information of the current user when the first designated
file is obtained by photography comprises:

receiving a second photographing instruction input
from the current user, wherein the second photo-
graphing instruction is used for instructing to obtain
the first designated file by photography by a rear
camera of a mobile terminal; and
acquiring the facial information or the iris information
of the current user by a front camera of the mobile
terminal.

[0009] Further, the locking the first designated file by
using the biological feature recognition information of the
current user comprises:

when the photographed first designated file is saved,
locking the first designated file by using the biological
feature recognition information of the current user.

[0010] In another embodiment of the embodiments of
the present invention, locking the first designated file by
using the biological feature recognition information of the
current user comprises:

receiving a locking instruction input from the current
user, wherein the locking instruction is used for in-
structing to lock the saved first designated file; and
locking the first designated file by using the biological
feature recognition information of the current user
according to the locking instruction.

[0011] In another embodiment of the embodiments of
the present application, after the first designated file is
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locked, the first designated file is in a locked state, and
the locked state includes an invisible hidden state, a mod-
ification-forbidding state, a deletion-forbidding state or a
viewing-forbidding state.
[0012] In still another embodiment of the present in-
vention, the method further includes:

receiving a file-seeing instruction input from the user,
wherein the file-seeing instruction is used for in-
structing to see a second designated file or a desig-
nated folder, the second designated file is a file being
in a locked state, and the designated folder contains
the file being in the locked state;
acquiring the biological feature recognition informa-
tion of the user from whom the file-seeing instruction
is input;
determining whether the biological feature recogni-
tion information of the user from whom the file-seeing
instruction is input is the same as the biological fea-
ture recognition information used by the file being in
the locked state when it is locked; and
if the biological feature recognition information of the
user from whom the file-seeing instruction is input is
the same as the biological feature recognition infor-
mation used by the file being in the locked state when
it is locked, displaying the file being in the locked
state.

[0013] In still another embodiment of the embodiments
of the present invention, the method further includes:

receiving a file-unlocking instruction input from the
user, wherein the file-unlocking instruction is used
for instructing to unlock a locked state of a second
designated file or a designated folder, the second
designated file is a file being in a locked state, and
the designated folder contains the file being in the
locked state;
acquiring the biological feature recognition informa-
tion of the user from whom the file-unlocking instruc-
tion is input;
determining whether the biological feature recogni-
tion information of the user from whom the file-un-
locking instruction is input is the same as the biolog-
ical feature recognition information used by the file
being in the locked state and corresponding to the
file-unlocking instruction when it is locked;
if the biological feature recognition information of the
user from whom the file-unlocking instruction is input
is the same as the biological feature recognition in-
formation used by the file being in the locked state
when it is locked, unlocking the file being in the
locked state.

[0014] According to a second aspect of the embodi-
ments of the present invention, there provides a device
for locking a file, including:

a first acquiring module configured to acquire bio-
logical feature recognition information of a current
user, wherein the biological feature recognition in-
formation includes fingerprint information, voiceprint
information, iris information or facial information; and
a locking module configured to lock a first designated
file by using the biological feature recognition infor-
mation of the current user acquired by the first ac-
quiring module.

[0015] In an embodiment of the second aspect of the
embodiments of the present invention, the first acquiring
module includes:

a collection submodule configured to collect the bi-
ological feature recognition information of the current
user when the first designated file is obtained by pho-
tography.

[0016] In a particular embodiment, when the biological
feature recognition information is fingerprint information,
the collection submodule includes:

a first receiving unit configured to receive a first pho-
tographing instruction input from the current user
through a touchscreen, wherein the first photograph-
ing instruction is used for instructing to obtain the
first designated file by photography; and
a first collection unit configured to collect fingerprint
information when the first photographing instruction
is input from the current user through the touch-
screen.

[0017] In a particular embodiment, when the biological
feature recognition information is voiceprint information,
the collection submodule includes:

a second collection unit configured to collect a voice
signal of the current user by a microphone;
a recognition unit configured to recognize the voice
signal to obtain a first photographing instruction input
from the current user, wherein the first photograph-
ing instruction is used for instructing to obtain the
first designated file by photography; and
an extraction unit configured to extract the voiceprint
information of the current user from the voice signal.

[0018] In a particular embodiment, when the biological
feature recognition information is facial information or iris
information, the collection submodule includes:

a second receiving unit configured to receive a sec-
ond photographing instruction input from the current
user, wherein the second photographing instruction
is used for instructing to obtain the first designated
file by photography by a rear camera of a mobile
terminal; and
a second acquiring unit configured to acquire the fa-
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cial information or the iris information of the current
user by a front camera of the mobile terminal.

[0019] Further, the locking module may include:

a first locking unit configured to, when the photo-
graphed first designated file is saved, lock the first
designated file by using the biological feature recog-
nition information of the current user.

[0020] In another embodiment of the second aspect of
the embodiments of the present invention, the locking
module includes:

a third receiving unit configured to receive a locking
instruction input from the current user, wherein the
locking instruction is used for instructing to lock the
saved first designated file; and
a second locking unit configured to lock the first des-
ignated file by using the biological feature recognition
information of the current user according to the lock-
ing instruction.

[0021] In still another embodiment of the second as-
pect of the embodiments of the present invention, after
the first designated file is locked, the first designated file
is in a locked state, and the locked state includes an
invisible hidden state, a modification-forbidding state, a
deletion-forbidding state or a viewing-forbidding state.
[0022] In still another embodiment of the second as-
pect of the embodiments of the present invention, the
device further includes:

a first receiving module configured to receive a file-
seeing instruction input from the user, wherein the
file-seeing instruction is used for instructing to see a
second designated file or a designated folder, the
second designated file is a file being in a locked state,
and the designated folder contains the file being in
the locked state;
a second acquiring module configured to acquire bi-
ological feature recognition information of the user
from whom the file-seeing instruction is input;
a first determination module configured to determine
whether the biological feature recognition informa-
tion acquired by the second acquiring module is the
same as the biological feature recognition informa-
tion used by the file being in the locked state when
it is locked; and
a display module configured to, if the biological fea-
ture recognition information acquired by the second
acquiring module is the same as the biological fea-
ture recognition information used by the file being in
the locked state when it is locked, display the file
being in the locked state.

[0023] In still another embodiment of the second as-
pect of the embodiments of the present invention, the

device further includes:

a second receiving module configured to receive a
file-unlocking instruction input from the user, wherein
the file-unlocking instruction is used for instructing
to unlock a locked state of a second designated file
or a designated folder, the second designated file is
a file being in a locked state, and the designated
folder contains the file being in the locked state;
a third acquiring module configured to acquire the
biological feature recognition information of the user
from whom the file-unlocking instruction is input;
a second determination module configured to deter-
mine whether the biological feature recognition in-
formation acquired by the third acquiring module is
the same as the biological feature recognition infor-
mation used by the file being in the locked state and
corresponding to the file-unlocking instruction when
it is locked; and
an unlocking module configured to, if the biological
feature recognition information acquired by the third
acquiring module is the same as the biological fea-
ture recognition information used by the file being in
the locked state when it is locked, unlock the file be-
ing in the locked state.

[0024] According to a third aspect of the embodiments
of the present invention, there provides a device for lock-
ing a file, including:

a processor;
a memory for storing instructions executed by the
processor,
wherein the processor is configured to:

acquire biological feature recognition informa-
tion of a current user, wherein the biological fea-
ture recognition information includes fingerprint
information, voiceprint information, iris informa-
tion or facial information; and
lock a first designated file by using the biological
feature recognition information of the current us-
er.

[0025] According to a fourth aspect of the embodi-
ments of the present invention, there provides a compu-
ter program which, when executing on a processor of a
terminal, performs the method for locking a file according
to the first aspect of embodiments of the present inven-
tion.
[0026] This program can use any programming lan-
guage and take the form of source code, object code or
a code intermediate between source code and object
code, such as a partially compiled form, or any other de-
sirable form.
[0027] Technical solutions provided by the embodi-
ments of the present invention may produce the following
advantageous effects:
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[0028] In the embodiments of the present invention,
the designated file is locked by using the biological fea-
ture recognition information of the user, such that users
other than the current user cannot perform operations
such as seeing, modifying or the like on the locked des-
ignated file, in this way, personal privacy of the current
user may be effectively protected, and user experience
is improved. Moreover, the user may choose which file
to be locked as needed, which is flexible in use.
[0029] It is to be understood that both the foregoing
general description and the following detailed description
are exemplary and explanatory only and are not restric-
tive of the present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0030] The accompanying drawings, which are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of this specification, il-
lustrate embodiments being consistent with the invention
and, together with the description, serve to explain the
principles of the invention.

Fig. 1 is a flow chart showing a method for locking a
file, according to an exemplary embodiment.
Fig. 2 is a flow chart showing a method for locking a
file, according to an exemplary embodiment.
Fig. 2a is a diagram illustrating an interface when a
mobile terminal outputs a first photographing shutter
option.
Fig. 2b is a diagram illustrating an interface of a file
being in a locked state, which is output by a mobile
terminal.
Fig. 2c is a diagram illustrating an interface of a mo-
bile terminal when a fingerprint recognition photo-
graphing function is on.
Fig. 2d is a diagram illustrating an interface of a mo-
bile terminal when a fingerprint recognition photo-
graphing function is off.
Fig. 3 is a flow chart showing a method for locking a
file, according to an exemplary embodiment.
Fig. 3a is a diagram illustrating an interface of a cop-
ying option and a locking option output by a mobile
terminal.
Fig. 4 is a flow chart showing a method for locking a
file, according to an exemplary embodiment.
Fig. 4a is a detailed flow chart of step S401 in Fig. 4.
Fig. 4b is a diagram illustrating an interface when a
mobile terminal outputs a voice control shutter op-
tion.
Fig. 5 is a flow chart showing a method for locking a
file, according to an exemplary embodiment.
Fig. 5a is a detailed flow chart of step S501 in Fig. 5.
Fig. 5b is a diagram illustrating an interface when a
mobile terminal outputs a third photographing shut-
ter option.
Fig. 6 is a block diagram illustrating a device for lock-
ing a file, according to an exemplary embodiment.
Fig. 7 is a block diagram illustrating a device for lock-

ing a file, according to an exemplary embodiment.
Fig. 8 is a block diagram illustrating a device for lock-
ing a file, according to an exemplary embodiment.
Fig. 9 is a block diagram illustrating a device for lock-
ing a file, according to an exemplary embodiment.
Fig. 10 is a block diagram illustrating a device for
locking a file, according to an exemplary embodi-
ment.
Fig. 11 is a block diagram illustrating a device for
locking a file, according to an exemplary embodi-
ment.
Fig. 12 is a block diagram illustrating a device for
locking a file, according to an exemplary embodi-
ment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0031] Exemplary embodiments will be described in
details herein, with examples thereof shown in drawings.
In the following descriptions, when the drawings are re-
ferred to, unless expressed otherwise, the same number
in different drawings refers to the same or similar ele-
ments. The implementary manners described in the ex-
emplary embodiments below do not represent all imple-
mentary manners that are consistent with the present
invention. On the contrary, they are only examples of
devices and methods that are consistent with some as-
pects of the present invention as recited in the claims.
[0032] Biological feature recognition technology iden-
tifies a personal identity by using intrinsic physiological
characteristics of a human body through closely combin-
ing a computer with hi-tech means such as optical, acous-
tic, biological sensors and the principle of biostatistics,
and so on. Currently, there are various different kinds of
recognition methods such as fingerprint recognition, iris
recognition, facial recognition, palmprint recognition,
voiceprint recognition, vein recognition, or brainwave
recognition. The method and device for locking a file of
the present invention use the biological feature recogni-
tion technology to realize the function of locking a first
designated file, thereby protecting personal privacy of a
user.
[0033] Fig. 1 is a flow chart showing a method for lock-
ing a file, according to an exemplary embodiment. The
method for locking the file is applied in a terminal. As
shown in Fig. 1, the method includes the following steps.
[0034] In step S101, biological feature recognition in-
formation of a current user is acquired.
[0035] The biological feature recognition information
may include fingerprint information, voiceprint informa-
tion, iris information or facial information.
[0036] In step S102, a first designated file is locked by
using the biological feature recognition information of the
current user.
[0037] The first designated file may be a picture or a
video, or may be other types of files such as text infor-
mation, which is not limited by the present invention.
[0038] In a practical application, the current user (such
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as the owner of a mobile terminal) does not want other
user groups than the user herself/himself to view certain
files such as pictures or videos within the mobile terminal.
Therefore, the current user needs to lock the first desig-
nated file such as the picture or the video, to protect per-
sonal privacy of the current user. Since the biological
feature recognition information has uniqueness, the
method for locking the file of the present embodiment
may effectively lock the first designated file, to protect
the personal privacy of the current user.
[0039] In the embodiments of the present invention,
the designated file is locked by using the biological fea-
ture recognition information of the user, such that users
other than the current user cannot perform operations
such as seeing, modifying or the like on the locked des-
ignated file, in this way, the personal privacy of the current
user may be effectively protected, and user experience
is improved. Moreover, the user may choose which file
to be locked as needed, which is flexible in use.
[0040] Fig. 2 is a flow chart showing a method for lock-
ing a file, according to an exemplary embodiment. In the
embodiment shown in Fig. 2, taking biological feature
recognition information being fingerprint information, and
a first designated file being a file to be photographed as
an example, the embodiment of the present invention will
be explained in detail. As shown in Fig. 2, the method for
locking the file is applied in a terminal, and the method
includes the following steps.
[0041] In step S201, fingerprint information of a current
user is collected when the first designated file is obtained
by photography.
[0042] In an implementation of the present embodi-
ment, the step S201 may include:

receiving a first photographing instruction input from
the current user through a touchscreen and collect-
ing fingerprint information when the first photograph-
ing instruction is input from the current user through
the touchscreen, wherein the first photographing in-
struction is used for instructing to obtain the first des-
ignated file by photography. The first designated file
may be a picture or a video (i.e. a picture file or a
video file, the video file comprising frames having
been photographed).

[0043] Fig. 2a shows a practical application of the step
S201. As shown in Fig. 2a, when a camera module within
the mobile terminal is started, the mobile terminal outputs
a first photographing shutter option 1, and the blank area
on the top of the mobile terminal in Figs. 2a-2b is an
image collecting area, which is to be omitted herein.
When the first photographing shutter option 1 is clicked
by the user through the touchscreen, the mobile terminal
may receive the first photographing instruction input from
the current user, and then photograph a picture or a vid-
eo. Meanwhile, when the first photographing shutter op-
tion 1 is clicked by the user through the touchscreen, the
mobile terminal may collect fingerprint information of the

current user at the same time.
[0044] It is to be explained that, in the implementation
shown in Fig. 2a, receiving the first photographing in-
struction of the user and collecting the fingerprint infor-
mation of the user may be performed at the same time,
thereby operation steps of the user may be simplified,
and user time may be saved. However, in other imple-
mentations of the step S201, the mobile terminal may
also output a fingerprint collection option after the first
photographing instruction input from the user is received,
and collect the fingerprint information of the user by the
fingerprint collection option. Or, the mobile terminal of
the user may also output the fingerprint collection option
when the camera module is started, and then output the
first photographing shutter option 1 for the user to input
the first photographing instruction after the fingerprint of
the user is collected by the fingerprint collection option.
[0045] After the fingerprint information of the current
user is collected, the fingerprint information may be
saved within the mobile terminal, for comparison when
the file is seen, viewed or unlocked (see the following
steps S203-S210).
[0046] In step S202, when the photographed first des-
ignated file is saved, the first designated file is locked by
using the fingerprint information of the current user.
[0047] In a practical application of the terminal, the first
photographing shutter option 1 of the touchscreen is
clicked by the current user, thereby the first photograph-
ing instruction is issued. At this time, the touchscreen
receives the first photographing instruction, and acquires
the fingerprint information of the current user at the same
time. When a picture or a video is saved after the picture
is taken or the video is recorded, the picture or the video
is locked by using the fingerprint information of the current
user. After the first designated file is locked, the first des-
ignated file is in a locked state, and the locked state may
include an invisible hidden state, a modification-forbid-
ding state, a deletion-forbidding state or a viewing-for-
bidding state. What kind of operations are specifically
limited by the locked state may be set by system default
of the mobile terminal, or may be set by the user.
[0048] In step S203, a file-seeing instruction input from
the user is received.
[0049] The file-seeing instruction is used for instructing
to see a second designated file or a designated folder,
wherein the second designated file is a file being in a
locked state, and the second designated file may be a
file that is obtained after the steps S201-S202 are per-
formed (i.e., the first designated file). The designated
folder contains the file being in the locked state, for ex-
ample, the file that is obtained after the steps S201-S202
are performed (i.e., the first designated file).
[0050] For example, the file-seeing instruction may be
a folder-viewing instruction. The file-seeing instruction
may be received through the touchscreen.
[0051] In an implementation of the present embodi-
ment, the locked state is the viewing-forbidding state.
[0052] In step S204, fingerprint information of the user
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from whom the file-seeing instruction is input is acquired.
[0053] In the step S204, the fingerprint information may
be acquired by the touchscreen at the same time the file-
seeing instruction is input from the user. Or, when the
file-seeing instruction is input from the user, a fingerprint
collection option may be output to collect a fingerprint of
the user.
[0054] In step S205, it is determined whether the fin-
gerprint information of the user from whom the file-seeing
instruction is input is the same as the fingerprint informa-
tion used when the second designated file is locked.
[0055] In step S206, if the fingerprint information of the
user from whom the file-seeing instruction is input is the
same as the fingerprint information used when the sec-
ond designated file is locked, the file being in the locked
state is displayed.
[0056] Displaying the file being in the locked state
means, displaying the file that is locked by using the fin-
gerprint information of the user from whom the file-seeing
instruction is input.
[0057] If the fingerprint information of the user from
whom the file-seeing instruction is input is different from
the fingerprint information used when the second desig-
nated file is locked, contents of the file being in the locked
state are not displayed.
[0058] During the implementation, if the locked state
is the viewing-forbidding state, as shown in Fig. 2b, a
picture being in the viewing-forbidding state is displayed
to be blank (in other implementations, it may be displayed
using a designated identifier), and other users cannot
see contents of the picture or the video. When the locked
state is the invisible hidden state, the mobile terminal will
not display any information of the picture (including the
previous blank and the designated identifier), and will
completely hide the picture.
[0059] The embodiments of the present invention may
also provide a function option switch by which on/off of
the function of locking the file by using the biological fea-
ture recognition information is set by the user. As shown
in Fig. 2c, when submenu of a biological feature recog-
nition photographing function indicates that the finger-
print recognition photographing function is on, the meth-
od according to the present embodiment is performed.
As shown in Fig. 2d, when the fingerprint recognition pho-
tographing function is off, the picture or the video is pho-
tographed in a general mode (that is, the fingerprint of
the user is not collected, and the photographed picture
and video are directly saved to a set position).
[0060] In step S207, a file-unlocking instruction input
from the user is received.
[0061] The file-unlocking instruction is used for in-
structing to unlock the locked state of the second desig-
nated file or the designated folder, wherein the second
designated file is the file being in the locked state, and
the second designated file may be the file that is obtained
after the steps S201-S202 are performed (i.e., the first
designated file). The designated folder contains the file
being in the locked state, for example, the file that is ob-

tained after the steps S201-S202 are performed (i.e., the
first designated file).
[0062] In step S208, fingerprint information of the user
from whom the file-unlocking instruction is input is ac-
quired.
[0063] In step S209, it is determined whether the fin-
gerprint information of the user from whom the file-un-
locking instruction is input is the same as the fingerprint
information used by the file being in the locked state and
corresponding to the file-unlocking instruction when it is
locked.
[0064] In step S210, if the fingerprint information of the
user from whom the file-unlocking instruction is input is
the same as the fingerprint information used by the file
being in the locked state when it is locked, the file being
in the locked stated is unlocked.
[0065] If the fingerprint information of the user from
whom the file-unlocking instruction is input is different
from the fingerprint information used by the file being in
the locked state when it is locked, the unlocking operation
is not performed, and prompt information may be output,
for example, the fingerprint information is not matched.
[0066] After the file being in the locked state is un-
locked, for example, after the picture or the video being
in the locked state is unlocked, the picture or video is in
an open state. When other users click to enter a picture
or video management folder, the picture or the video may
be viewed without validating the fingerprint information.
[0067] It is to be explained that, the steps S201-S202,
the steps S203-S206 and the steps S207-S210 may be
performed regardless of the order presented above, i.e.
in another order.
[0068] In the embodiments of the present invention,
the designated file is locked by using the biological fea-
ture recognition information of the user, such that users
other than the current user cannot perform operations
such as seeing, modifying or the like on the locked des-
ignated file, in this way, personal privacy of the current
user may be effectively protected, and user experience
is improved. Moreover, the user may choose which file
to be locked as needed, which is flexible in use. In addi-
tion, the embodiments of the present invention further
provide the method for seeing and viewing the second
designated file or the designated folder, and the method
for unlocking the second designated file or the designat-
ed folder. Thereby, additional functions of the method for
locking the file are more complete, and the user experi-
ence is improved.
[0069] Fig. 3 is a flow chart showing a method for lock-
ing a file, according to an exemplary embodiment. In the
embodiment shown in Fig. 2, a locking method is de-
scribed in detail, wherein a first designated file is a file to
be photographed. The first designated file may also be
a file saved in a mobile terminal. As shown in Fig. 3, a
method for locking the saved first designated file will be
explained below. The method for locking the file is applied
in a terminal. As shown in Fig. 3, the method includes
the following steps.
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[0070] In step S301, a locking instruction input from a
current user is received, wherein the locking instruction
is used for instructing to lock the saved first designated
file.
[0071] In a practical application, the locking instruction
may be a long-press instruction. The mobile terminal de-
termines whether the locking instruction is received by
detecting time during which a corresponding area of the
file is touched, and when the locking instruction is re-
ceived, the first designated file corresponding to the lock-
ing instruction is locked.
[0072] When the file saved in the mobile terminal is
viewed by the user, for example, as shown in Fig. 3a,
when Album is viewed by the user, a picture in the Album
may be long-pressed by the user, and the mobile terminal
outputs copying, locking or unlocking options or other
function options after the instruction is received, and then
the function option is clicked by the user as needed,
thereby settings of the picture are achieved.
[0073] In step S302, fingerprint information of the cur-
rent user is acquired.
[0074] That is, fingerprint information of the user from
whom the locking instruction is input is acquired.
[0075] In step S303, the first designated file is locked
by using the acquired fingerprint information of the cur-
rent user according to the locking instruction.
[0076] After the first designated file is locked, the first
designated file is in a locked state. The locked state in-
cludes an invisible hidden state, a modification-forbid-
ding state, a deletion-forbidding state or a viewing-for-
bidding state.
[0077] After the file is locked, other operations of the
user are the same as the steps S203-S206 and/or S207-
S210, detailed description will be omitted herein.
[0078] It is to be explained that, in the present embod-
iment, the example in which the first designated file is
locked by using the fingerprint information is described,
however, in other embodiments, the first designated file
may also be locked by using other biological feature rec-
ognition information such as voiceprint information, iris
information or facial information.
[0079] In the embodiments of the present invention,
the designated file (the saved file) is locked by using the
biological feature recognition information of the user,
such that users other than the current user cannot per-
form operations such as seeing, modifying or the like on
the locked designated file, in this way, personal privacy
of the current user may be effectively protected, and user
experience is improved. Moreover, the user may choose
which file to be locked as needed, which is flexible in use.
[0080] Fig. 4 is a flow chart showing a method for lock-
ing a file, according to an exemplary embodiment. The
method for locking the file shown in Fig. 4 is substantively
the same as the locking method shown in Fig. 2, except
that the method for locking the file shown in Fig. 4 will be
explained in detail, taking biological feature recognition
information being voiceprint information, and a first des-
ignated file being a file to be photographed as an exam-

ple. The method for locking the file is applied in a terminal.
As shown in Fig. 4, the method includes the following
steps.
[0081] In step S401, voiceprint information of a current
user is collected when the first designated file is obtained
by photography.
[0082] In an implementation of the present embodi-
ment, as shown in Fig. 4a, the step S401 may include
the following steps.
[0083] In step S4011, a voice signal of the current user
is collected by a microphone.
[0084] In step S4012, the voice signal is recognized to
obtain a first photographing instruction input from the cur-
rent user, wherein the first photographing instruction is
used for instructing to obtain the first designated file by
photography. The first designated file may be a picture
or video format.
[0085] In step S4013, voiceprint information of the cur-
rent user is extracted from the voice signal.
[0086] The voiceprint information of the current user
extracted from the voice signal is saved within a mobile
terminal as the biological feature recognition information,
for comparison when the file is seen, viewed or unlocked.
[0087] Fig. 4b shows a practical application of this step.
As shown in Fig. 4b, when a camera module within the
mobile terminal is started, the mobile terminal outputs a
voice control shutter option 2, and after the voice control
shutter option 2 is clicked by the current user through a
touchscreen and "start photographing" is spoken out by
the current user, the mobile terminal receives the voice
signal by the microphone, obtains the first photographing
instruction by analysis and recognition, and then photo-
graphs a picture or a video. Meanwhile, the mobile ter-
minal receives the voice signal, and extracts the voice-
print information of the current user therefrom.
[0088] In step S402, when the photographed file of first
designated file is saved, the first designated file is locked
by using the voiceprint information of the current user.
[0089] When a picture or a video is saved after the
picture is taken or the video is recorded, the picture or
the video is locked by using the voiceprint information of
the current user. In the following steps, the first designat-
ed file is locked by using the voiceprint information, and
method and process for seeing and unlocking the file in
the following steps are substantively the same as the
steps S203-S206 and S207-S210 respectively, which will
not be redundantly described herein.
[0090] In the embodiments of the present invention,
the designated file is locked by using the biological fea-
ture recognition information of the user, such that users
other than the current user cannot perform operations
such as seeing, modifying or the like on the locked des-
ignated file, in this way, personal privacy of the current
user may be effectively protected, and user experience
is improved. Moreover, the user may choose which file
to be locked as needed, which is flexible in use. In addi-
tion, the embodiments of the present invention further
provide the method for seeing and viewing the second
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designated file or the designated folder, and the method
for unlocking the second designated file or the designat-
ed folder. Thereby, additional functions of the method for
locking the file are more complete, and the user experi-
ence is improved.
[0091] Fig. 5 is a flow chart showing a method for lock-
ing a file, according to an exemplary embodiment. The
method for locking the file shown in Fig. 5 is substantively
the same as the method for locking the file shown in Fig.
2, except that in the embodiment shown in Fig. 5, biolog-
ical feature recognition information being facial informa-
tion or iris information, and a first designated file being a
file to be photographed will be explained in detail as an
example. As shown in Fig. 5, the method may include
the following steps.
[0092] In step S501, facial information or iris informa-
tion of a current user is collected when the first designated
file is obtained by photography.
[0093] In an implementation of the present embodi-
ment, as shown in Fig. 5a, the step S501 may include
the following steps.
[0094] In step S5011, a second photographing instruc-
tion input from the current user is received, wherein the
second photographing instruction is used for instructing
to obtain the first designated file by photography by a
rear camera of a mobile terminal. The first designated
file is a picture or video format.
[0095] In step S5012, facial information or iris informa-
tion of the current user is acquired by a front camera of
the mobile terminal.
[0096] Fig. 5b shows a practical application of this step.
As shown in Fig. 5b, when a camera module within the
mobile terminal is started, the mobile terminal outputs a
third photographing shutter option 3, and when the third
photographing shutter option 3 is clicked by the user
through a touchscreen, the mobile terminal receives the
second photographing instruction input from the current
user, thereby starts the rear camera to obtain the first
designated file by photography. Meanwhile, the mobile
terminal also starts the front camera to photograph and
acquire the facial information or the iris information of the
current user.
[0097] In step S502, when the photographed first des-
ignated file is saved, the first designated file is locked by
using the iris information or the facial information of the
current user.
[0098] When a picture or a video is saved after the
picture is taken or the video is recorded, the picture or
the video is locked by using the iris information or the
facial information of the current user. Method and proc-
ess for seeing and unlocking the file in the following steps
are substantively the same as the steps S203-S206 and
S207-S210 respectively, which will not be redundantly
described herein.
[0099] In the embodiments of the present invention,
the designated file is locked by using the biological fea-
ture recognition information of the user, such that users
other than the current user cannot perform operations

such as seeing, modifying or the like on the locked des-
ignated file, in this way, personal privacy of the current
user may be effectively protected, and user experience
is improved. Moreover, the user may choose which file
to be locked as needed, which is flexible in use. In addi-
tion, the present invention further provides the method
for seeing and viewing the second designated file or the
designated folder, and the method for unlocking the sec-
ond designated file or the designated folder. Thereby,
additional functions of the method for locking the file are
more complete, and the user experience is improved.
[0100] In the embodiments of the present invention,
the designated file is locked by using the biological fea-
ture recognition information of the user, such that users
other than the current user cannot perform operations
such as seeing, modifying or the like on the locked des-
ignated file, in this way, personal privacy of the current
user may be effectively protected, and user experience
is improved. Moreover, the user may choose which file
to be locked as needed, which is flexible in use.
[0101] Fig. 6 is a block diagram illustrating a device for
locking a file, according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention. The device may be a mobile ter-
minal such as a smart phone or a tablet PC. As shown
in Fig. 6, the device includes a first acquiring module 601
and a locking module 602.
[0102] The first acquiring module 601 is configured to
acquire biological feature recognition information of a
current user, wherein the biological feature recognition
information includes fingerprint information, voiceprint in-
formation, iris information or facial information.
[0103] The locking module 602 is configured to lock a
first designated file by using the biological feature recog-
nition information of the current user acquired by the first
acquiring module 601.
[0104] The first designated file may be a picture or a
video, or may be other types of files such as text infor-
mation, which is not limited by the present invention.
[0105] In a practical application, the current user does
not want other user groups than the user herself/himself
to view certain files such as pictures or videos within the
mobile terminal. Therefore, the current user needs to lock
the first designated file such as the picture or the video,
to protect personal privacy of the current user. Since the
biological feature recognition information has unique-
ness, the device for locking the file of the present em-
bodiment may effectively lock the first designated file, to
protect the personal privacy of the current user.
[0106] In the embodiments of the present invention,
the designated file is locked by using the biological fea-
ture recognition information of the user, such that users
other than the current user cannot perform operations
such as seeing, modifying or the like on the locked des-
ignated file, in this way, personal privacy of the current
user may be effectively protected, and user experience
is improved. Moreover, the user may choose which file
to be locked as needed, which is flexible in use.
[0107] Fig. 7 is a block diagram illustrating a device for

15 16 



EP 2 960 822 A1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

locking a file, according to an exemplary embodiment. In
the embodiment shown in Fig. 7, taking biological feature
recognition information being fingerprint information, and
a first designated file being a file to be photographed as
an example, the embodiment of the present invention will
be explained in detail. As shown in Fig. 7, the device
includes a first acquiring module 701 and a locking mod-
ule 702.
[0108] The first acquiring module 701 is configured to
acquire fingerprint information of a current user. The lock-
ing module 702 is configured to lock the first designated
file by using the fingerprint information of the current user
acquired by the first acquiring module 701.
[0109] Wherein the first acquiring module 701 includes
a collection submodule 701a configured to collect the
fingerprint information of the current user when the first
designated file is obtained by photography.
[0110] In an implementation of the present embodi-
ment, when the biological feature recognition information
is fingerprint information, the collection submodule 701a
includes a first receiving unit 7011 and a first collection
unit 7012. The first receiving unit 7011 is configured to
receive a first photographing instruction input from the
current user through a touchscreen, wherein the first pho-
tographing instruction is used for instructing to obtain the
first designated file by photography. The first designated
file may be a picture or video format. The first collection
unit 7012 is configured to collect fingerprint information
when the first photographing instruction is input from the
current user through the touchscreen. The first photo-
graphing instruction is used for instructing to obtain the
first designated file by photography.
[0111] Further, the locking module 702 includes a first
locking unit 7021. The first locking unit 7021 is configured
to, when the photographed first designated file is saved,
lock the first designated file by using the fingerprint infor-
mation of the current user.
[0112] After the first designated file is locked, the first
designated file is in a locked state, and the locked state
includes an invisible hidden state, a modification-forbid-
ding state, a deletion-forbidding state or a viewing-for-
bidding state.
[0113] Furthermore, in order to realize a function of
seeing and viewing the file being in the locked state, of
the device, the device further includes a first receiving
module 703, a second acquiring module 704, a first de-
termination module 705 and a display module 706.
[0114] The first receiving module 703 is configured to
receive a file-seeing instruction input from the user,
wherein the file-seeing instruction is used for instructing
to see a second designated file or a designated folder,
the second designated file is a file being in a locked state,
and the designated folder contains the file being in the
locked state.
[0115] The second acquiring module 704 is configured
to acquire fingerprint information of the user from whom
the file-seeing instruction is input.
[0116] The first determination module 705 is config-

ured to determine whether the fingerprint information ac-
quired by the second acquiring module 704 is the same
as the fingerprint information used when the second des-
ignated file is locked.
[0117] The display module 706 is configured to, if the
fingerprint information acquired by the second acquiring
module 704 is the same as the fingerprint information
used by the file being in the locked state when it is locked,
display the file being in the locked state, and configured
to, if the fingerprint information acquired by the second
acquiring module 704 is different from the fingerprint in-
formation used by the file being in the locked state when
it is locked, not display contents of the file being in the
locked state.
[0118] The embodiments of the present invention may
also provide a function option switch by which on/off of
the function of locking the file by using the biological fea-
ture recognition information is set by the user.
[0119] Further, in order to realize the function of un-
locking the file being in the locked state, of the device,
the device may further include a second receiving module
707, a third acquiring module 708, a second determina-
tion module 709 and an unlocking module 710.
[0120] The second receiving module 707 is configured
to receive a file-unlocking instruction input from the user,
wherein the file-unlocking instruction is used for instruct-
ing to unlock a locked state of a second designated file
or a designated folder, the second designated file is a
file being in a locked state, and the designated folder
contains the file being in the locked state.
[0121] The third acquiring module 708 is configured to
acquire fingerprint information of the user from whom the
file-unlocking instruction is input.
[0122] The second determination module 709 is con-
figured to determine whether the fingerprint information
of the user acquired by the third acquiring module 708 is
the same as the fingerprint information used by the file
being in the locked state and corresponding to the file-
unlocking instruction when it is locked.
[0123] The unlocking module 710 is configured to, if
the fingerprint information of the user acquired by the
third acquiring module 708 is the same as the fingerprint
information used by the file being in the locked state when
it is locked, unlock the file being in the locked state.
[0124] If the fingerprint information of the user from
whom the file-unlocking instruction is input is different
from the fingerprint information used by the file being in
the locked state when it is locked, the unlocking operation
is not performed, and prompt information may be output,
for example, the fingerprint information is not matched.
[0125] After the file being in the locked state is un-
locked, for example, after the picture or the video being
in the locked state is unlocked, the picture or video is in
an open state. When other users click to enter a picture
or video management folder, the picture or the video may
be viewed without validating the fingerprint information.
[0126] In the embodiments of the present invention,
the designated file is locked by using the biological fea-
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ture recognition information of the user, such that users
other than the current user cannot perform operations
such as seeing, modifying or the like on the locked des-
ignated file, in this way, personal privacy of the current
user may be effectively protected, and user experience
is improved. Moreover, the user may choose which file
to be locked as needed, which is flexible in use. In addi-
tion, the present invention further provides the structure
module for seeing and viewing the second designated
file or the designated folder, and the structure module for
unlocking the second designated file or the designated
folder. Thereby, additional module functions of the device
for locking the file are more complete, and the user ex-
perience is improved.
[0127] Fig. 8 is a block diagram illustrating a device for
locking a file, according to an exemplary embodiment.
The device may lock a file that is saved within a mobile
terminal by using fingerprint information. The device in-
cludes a first acquiring module 801 and a locking module
802. The first acquiring module 801 is configured to ac-
quire biological feature recognition information of a cur-
rent user, wherein the biological feature recognition in-
formation includes fingerprint information, voiceprint in-
formation, iris information or facial information. The lock-
ing module 802 is configured to lock a first designated
file by using the biological feature recognition information
of the current user acquired by the first acquiring module
801.
[0128] Further, the locking module 802 may include a
third receiving unit 8021 and a second locking unit 8022.
[0129] The third receiving unit 8021 is configured to
receive a locking instruction input from the current user,
wherein the locking instruction is used for instructing to
lock the saved first designated file.
[0130] In a practical application, the locking instruction
may be a long-press instruction. The mobile terminal de-
termines whether the locking instruction is received by
detecting time during which a corresponding area of the
file is touched, and when the locking instruction is re-
ceived, the first designated file corresponding to the lock-
ing instruction is locked.
[0131] When the file saved in the mobile terminal is
viewed by the user, for example, when Album is viewed
by the user, a picture in the Album may be long-pressed
by the user, and the mobile terminal outputs copying,
locking or unlocking options or other function options af-
ter the instruction is received, and then the function option
is clicked by the user as needed, thereby settings of the
picture is achieved.
[0132] The second locking unit 8022 is configured to
lock the first designated file by using the biological feature
recognition information of the current user according to
the locking instruction.
[0133] After the first designated file is locked, the first
designated file is in a locked state. The locked state in-
cludes an invisible hidden state, a modification-forbid-
ding state, a deletion-forbidding state or a viewing-for-
bidding state.

[0134] In the embodiments of the present invention,
the designated file is locked by using the biological fea-
ture recognition information of the user, such that users
other than the current user cannot perform operations
such as seeing, modifying or the like on the locked des-
ignated file, in this way, personal privacy of the current
user may be effectively protected, and user experience
is improved. Moreover, the user may choose which file
to be locked as needed, which is flexible in use.
[0135] Fig. 9 is a block diagram illustrating a device for
locking a file, according to an exemplary embodiment.
The device for locking the file shown in Fig. 9 is substan-
tively the same as the locking device shown in Fig. 7,
except that in the embodiment shown in Fig. 9, biological
feature recognition information being voiceprint informa-
tion, and a first designated file being a file to be photo-
graphed will be explained in detail as an example.
[0136] As shown in Fig. 9, the device includes a first
acquiring module 901 and a locking module 902. The
first acquiring module 901 is configured to acquire voice-
print information of a current user. The locking module
902 is configured to lock the first designated file by using
the voiceprint information of the current user acquired by
the first acquiring module 901.
[0137] The first acquiring module includes a collection
submodule 901a. The collection submodule 901a is con-
figured to collect the voiceprint information of the current
user when the first designated file is obtained by photog-
raphy.
[0138] Further, the collection submodule 901a in-
cludes a second collection unit 9011, a recognition unit
9012 and an extraction unit 9013.
[0139] The second collection unit 9011 is configured
to collect a voice signal of the current user by a micro-
phone.
[0140] The recognition unit 9012 is configured to rec-
ognize the voice signal to obtain a first photographing
instruction input from the current user, wherein the first
photographing instruction is used for instructing to obtain
the first designated file by photography.
[0141] The extraction unit 9013 is configured to extract
the voiceprint information of the current user from the
voice signal.
[0142] The voiceprint information of the current user
extracted from the voice signal is saved within a mobile
terminal as the biological feature recognition information,
for comparison when the file is seen, viewed or unlocked.
[0143] When a picture or a video is saved after the
picture is taken or the video is recorded, the picture or
the video is locked by using the voiceprint information of
the current user. In the following steps, the first designat-
ed file is locked by using the voiceprint information, how-
ever, other function modules for seeing, viewing and un-
locking the file are substantively the same as the embod-
iment shown in Fig. 7, which will not be redundantly de-
scribed herein.
[0144] In the embodiments of the present invention,
the designated file is locked by using the biological fea-
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ture recognition information of the user, such that users
other than the current user cannot perform operations
such as seeing, modifying or the like on the locked des-
ignated file, in this way, personal privacy of the current
user may be effectively protected, and user experience
is improved. Moreover, the user may choose which file
to be locked as needed, which is flexible in use. In addi-
tion, the present invention further provides the structure
module for seeing and viewing the second designated
file or the designated folder, and the structure module for
unlocking the second designated file or the designated
folder. Thereby, additional module functions of the device
for locking the file are more complete, and the user ex-
perience is improved.
[0145] Fig. 10 is a block diagram illustrating a device
for locking a file, according to an exemplary embodiment.
The device for locking the file shown in Fig. 10 is sub-
stantively the same as the device for locking the file
shown in Fig. 7, except that in the embodiment shown in
Fig. 10, biological feature recognition information being
facial information or iris information, and a first designat-
ed file being a file to be photographed will be explained
in detail as an example.
[0146] As shown in Fig. 10, the device includes a first
acquiring module 1001 and a locking module 1002. The
first acquiring module 1001 is configured to acquire iris
information or facial information of a current user. The
locking module 1002 is configured to lock the first des-
ignated file by using the iris information or facial informa-
tion of the current user acquired by the first acquiring
module 1001.
[0147] The first acquiring module 1001 includes a col-
lection submodule 1001a. The collection submodule
1001a is configured to collect the facial information or
the iris information of the current user when the first des-
ignated file is obtained by photography.
[0148] Further, the collection submodule 1001a in-
cludes a second receiving unit 1011 and a second ac-
quiring unit 1012.
[0149] The second receiving unit 1011 is configured to
receive a second photographing instruction input from
the current user, wherein the second photographing in-
struction is used for instructing to obtain the first desig-
nated file by photography by a rear camera of a mobile
terminal. The first designated file may be a picture or a
video.
[0150] The second acquiring unit 1012 is configured
to acquire the facial information or the iris information of
the current user by a front camera of the mobile terminal.
[0151] When a picture or a video is saved after the
picture is taken or the video is recorded, the picture or
the video is locked by using the facial information or the
iris information of the current user. Other structure func-
tion modules for seeing and unlocking the file are sub-
stantively the same as the embodiment shown in Fig. 7,
which will not be redundantly described herein.
[0152] In the embodiments of the present invention,
the designated file is locked by using the biological fea-

ture recognition information of the user, such that users
other than the current user cannot perform operations
such as seeing, modifying or the like on the locked des-
ignated file, in this way, personal privacy of the current
user may be effectively protected, and user experience
is improved. Moreover, the user may choose which file
to be locked as needed, which is flexible in use. In addi-
tion, the present invention further provides the structure
module for seeing and viewing the second designated
file or the designated folder, and the structure module for
unlocking the second designated file or the designated
folder. Thereby, additional module functions of the device
for locking the file are more complete, and the user ex-
perience is improved.
[0153] Fig. 11 is a block diagram illustrating a device
1100 for locking a file, according to an exemplary em-
bodiment. For example, the device 1100 may be a mobile
phone, a computer, a digital broadcast terminal, a mes-
saging device, a gaming console, a tablet device, a med-
ical device, exercise equipment, a personal digital assist-
ant and the like.
[0154] As shown in Fig. 11, the device 1100 may in-
clude one or more of the following components: a
processing component 1102, a storage 1104, a power
component 1106, a multimedia component 1108, an au-
dio component 1110, an input/output (I/O) interface 1112,
a sensor component 1114, and a communication com-
ponent 1116.
[0155] The processing component 1102 usually con-
trols the overall operations of the device 1100, such as
the operations associated with display, telephone calls,
data communications, camera operations, and recording
operations. The processing component 1102 may in-
clude one or more processors 1120 to execute instruc-
tions to perform all or a part of the steps in the above
described methods. Moreover, the processing compo-
nent 1102 may include one or more modules which fa-
cilitate the interaction between the processing compo-
nent 1102 and other components. For instance, the
processing component 1102 may include a multimedia
module to facilitate the interaction between the multime-
dia component 1108 and the processing component
1102.
[0156] The storage 1104 is configured to store various
types of data to support the operations of the device 1100.
Examples of such data include instructions for any ap-
plication or method operated on the device 1100, contact
data, phonebook data, messages, pictures, videos, etc.
The storage 1104 may be implemented by using any type
of volatile or non-volatile memory devices or combination
thereof, such as a static random access memory
(SRAM), an electrically erasable programmable read-on-
ly memory (EEPROM), an erasable programmable read-
only memory (EPROM), a programmable read-only
memory (PROM), a read-only memory (ROM), a mag-
netic memory, a flash memory, a magnetic disk or an
optical disk.
[0157] The power component 1106 provides power to
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the respective components of the device 1100. The pow-
er component 1106 may include a power management
system, one or more power sources, and components
associated with the generation, management, and distri-
bution of power for the device 1100.
[0158] The multimedia component 1108 includes a
screen providing an output interface between the device
1100 and the user. In some embodiments, the screen
may include a liquid crystal display (LCD) and a touch
panel (TP). If the screen includes the touch panel, the
screen may be implemented as a touchscreen to receive
input signals from the user. The touch panel includes one
or more touch sensors to sense touches, swipes, and
gestures on the touch panel. The touch sensors may not
only sense a boundary of a touch or swipe action, but
also sense a duration of time and a pressure associated
with the touch or swipe action. In some embodiments,
the multimedia component 1108 includes a front camera
and/or a rear camera. The front camera and/or the rear
camera may receive external multimedia data while the
device 1100 is in an operation mode such as a photo-
graphing mode or a video mode. Each of the front camera
and the rear camera may be a fixed optical lens system
or have focus and optical zoom capability.
[0159] The audio component 1110 is configured to out-
put and/or input audio signals. For example, the audio
component 1110 includes a microphone (MIC) config-
ured to receive external audio signals when the device
1100 is in an operation mode such as a call mode, a
recording mode and a voice recognition mode. The re-
ceived audio signal may be further stored in the memory
1104 or transmitted via the communication component
1116. In some embodiments, the audio component 1110
further includes a speaker to output audio signals.
[0160] The I/O interface 1112 provides an interface be-
tween the processing component 1102 and peripheral
interface modules, such as a keyboard, a click wheel, a
button, and the like. The button may include, but not lim-
ited to, a home page button, a volume button, a starting
button, and a locking button.
[0161] The sensor component 1114 includes one or
more sensors to provide status assessments of respec-
tive aspects of the device 1100. For example, the sensor
component 1114 may detect an open/closed status of
the device 1100, relative positioning of components, for
example, the display and the keyboard of the device
1100, a position change of the device 1100 or of a com-
ponent of the device 1100, a presence or absence of a
user contacting with the device 1100, an orientation or
an acceleration/deceleration of the device 1100, and a
temperature change of the device 1100. The sensor com-
ponent 1114 may include a proximity sensor configured
to detect the presence of nearby objects without any
physical contact. The sensor component 1114 may also
include a light sensor such as a CMOS or CCD image
sensor for use in imaging applications. In some embod-
iments, the sensor component 1114 may also include an
accelerometer sensor, a gyroscope sensor, a magnetic

sensor, a pressure sensor, or a temperature sensor.
[0162] The communication component 1116 is config-
ured to facilitate communication, by wire or wirelessly,
between the device 1100 and other devices. The device
1100 may access a wireless network based on a com-
munication standard, such as WiFi, 2G, or 3G, or a com-
bination thereof. In one exemplary embodiment, the com-
munication component 1116 receives a broadcast signal
or broadcast associated information from an external
broadcast management system via a broadcast channel.
In one exemplary embodiment, the communication com-
ponent 1116 may further include a near field communi-
cation (NFC) module to facilitate short-range communi-
cations. For example, the NFC module may be imple-
mented based on a radio frequency identification (RFID)
technology, an infrared data association (IrDA) technol-
ogy, an ultra-wideband (UWB) technology, a Bluetooth
(BT) technology, and other technologies.
[0163] In exemplary embodiments, the device 1100
may be implemented with one or more application spe-
cific integrated circuits (ASICs), digital signal processors
(DSPs), digital signal processing devices (DSPDs), pro-
grammable logic devices (PLDs), field programmable
gate arrays (FPGAs), controllers, micro-controllers, mi-
croprocessors, or other electronic components, for per-
forming the above described methods.
[0164] In exemplary embodiments, there also provides
a non-transitory computer readable storage medium in-
cluding instructions, such as the storage 1104 including
the instructions executable by the processor 1120 in the
device 1100, for performing the above-described meth-
ods. For example, the non-transitory computer-readable
storage medium may be a ROM, a RAM, a CD-ROM, a
magnetic tape, a floppy disc, an optical data storage de-
vice, and the like.
[0165] A non-transitory computer readable storage
medium, when instructions in the storage medium are
executed by a processor of a mobile terminal, the mobile
terminal may execute a method for locking a file, includ-
ing:

acquiring biological feature recognition information
of a current user, wherein the biological feature rec-
ognition information includes fingerprint information,
voiceprint information, iris information or facial infor-
mation; and
locking a first designated file by using the biological
feature recognition information of the current user.

[0166] Fig. 12 is a block diagram illustrating a device
1200 for locking a file, according to an exemplary em-
bodiment. For example, the device 1200 may be provided
as a server. As shown in Fig. 12, the device 1200 includes
a processing component 1222 that further includes one
or more processors, and memory resources represented
by a memory 1232 for storing instructions executable by
the processing component 1222, such as application pro-
grams. The application programs stored in the memory
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1232 may include one or more modules each corre-
sponding to a set of instructions. Further, the processing
component 1222 is configured to execute the instruc-
tions, to perform the methods for locking the file.
[0167] The device 1200 may further include a power
component 1226 configured to perform power manage-
ment of the device 1200, a wired or wireless network
interface 1250 configured to connect the device 1200 to
a network and an input/output (I/O) interface 1258. The
device 1200 may operate based on an operating system
stored in the memory 1232, such as Windows ServerTM,
Mac OS XTM, UnixTM, LinuxTM, FreeBSDTM, or the
like.
[0168] After considering this description and carrying
out the embodiments disclosed herein, those skilled in
the art may anticipate other implementation aspects of
the present invention. The present invention is meant to
cover any variations, usage or adaptive change of these
embodiments, and these variations, usage or adaptive
change follow general concept of the present invention
and include the common knowledge or the customary
technical means in the technical field that is not disclosed
in the present invention. The description and embodi-
ments are only exemplary, and the real range and spirit
of the present invention are defined by the following
claims.
[0169] It should be understood that the present inven-
tion is not limited to precise structures that are described
above and shown in the accompanying drawings, and
may be modified and changed without departing from the
range of the present invention. The scope of the present
invention is only defined by the appended claims.

Claims

1. A method for locking a file, characterized in that,
the method comprises:

Acquiring (S101) biological feature recognition
information of a current user, wherein the bio-
logical feature recognition information compris-
es fingerprint information, voiceprint informa-
tion, iris information or facial information; and
locking (S102) a first designated file by using
the biological feature recognition information of
the current user.

2. The method according to claim 1, characterized in
that the first designated file is a file to be obtained
by photography, and acquiring the biological feature
recognition information of the current user compris-
es:

collecting the biological feature recognition in-
formation of the current user when the first des-
ignated file is obtained by photography.

3. The method according to claim 2, characterized in
that, when the biological feature recognition infor-
mation is fingerprint information, collecting the bio-
logical feature recognition information of the current
user when the first designated file is obtained by pho-
tography comprises:

receiving a first photographing instruction input
from the current user through a touchscreen,
and collecting fingerprint information when the
first photographing instruction is input from the
current user through the touchscreen, wherein
the first photographing instruction is used for in-
structing to obtain the first designated file by
photography.

4. The method according to claim 2, characterized in
that, when the biological feature recognition infor-
mation is voiceprint information, collecting the bio-
logical feature recognition information of the current
user when the first designated file is obtained by pho-
tography comprises:

collecting a voice signal of the current user by a
microphone;
recognizing the voice signal to obtain a first pho-
tographing instruction input from the current us-
er, wherein the first photographing instruction is
used for instructing to obtain the first designated
file by photography; and
extracting the voiceprint information of the cur-
rent user from the voice signal.

5. The method according to claim 2, characterized in
that, when the biological feature recognition infor-
mation is facial information or iris information, col-
lecting the biological feature recognition information
of the current user when the first designated file is
obtained by photography comprises:

receiving a second photographing instruction in-
put from the current user, wherein the second
photographing instruction is used for instructing
to obtain the first designated file by photography
by a rear camera of a mobile terminal; and
acquiring the facial information or the iris infor-
mation of the current user by a front camera of
the mobile terminal.

6. The method according to any one of claims 2-5,
characterized in that, locking the first designated
file by using the biological feature recognition infor-
mation of the current user comprises:

when the photographed first designated file is
saved, locking the first designated file by using
the biological feature recognition information of
the current user.
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7. The method according to claim 1, characterized in
that, locking the first designated file by using the
biological feature recognition information of the cur-
rent user comprises:

receiving a locking instruction input from the cur-
rent user, wherein the locking instruction is used
for instructing to lock the saved first designated
file; and
locking the first designated file by using the bi-
ological feature recognition information of the
current user according to the locking instruction.

8. The method according to claim 1, characterized in
that, after the first designated file is locked, the first
designated file is in a locked state, and the locked
state comprises an invisible hidden state, a modifi-
cation-forbidding state, a deletion-forbidding state or
a viewing-forbidding state.

9. The method according to claim 1, characterized in
that, the device further comprises:

receiving a file-seeing instruction input from the
user, wherein the file-seeing instruction is used
for instructing to see a second designated file or
a designated folder, the second designated file
is a file being in a locked state, and the desig-
nated folder contains the file being in the locked
state;
acquiring the biological feature recognition in-
formation of the user from whom the file-seeing
instruction is input;
determining whether the biological feature rec-
ognition information of the user from whom the
file-seeing instruction is input is the same as the
biological feature recognition information used
by the file being in the locked state when it is
locked; and
if the biological feature recognition information
of the user from whom the file-seeing instruction
is input is the same as the biological feature rec-
ognition information used by the file being in the
locked state when it is locked, displaying the file
being in the locked state.

10. The method according to claim 1, characterized in
that, the method further comprises:

receiving a file-unlocking instruction input from
the user, wherein the file-unlocking instruction
is used for instructing to unlock a locked state
of a second designated file or a designated fold-
er, the second designated file is a file being in a
locked state, and the designated folder contains
the file being in the locked state;
acquiring the biological feature recognition in-
formation of the user from whom the file-unlock-

ing instruction is input;
determining whether the biological feature rec-
ognition information of the user from whom the
file-unlocking instruction is input is the same as
the biological feature recognition information
used by the file being in the locked state and
corresponding to the file-unlocking instruction
when it is locked;
if the biological feature recognition information
of the user from whom the file-unlocking instruc-
tion is input is the same as the biological feature
recognition information used by the file being in
the locked state when it is locked, unlocking the
file being in the locked state.

11. A device for locking a file, characterized in that, the
device comprises:

a first acquiring module (601) configured to ac-
quire biological feature recognition information
of a current user, wherein the biological feature
recognition information comprises fingerprint in-
formation, voiceprint information, iris informa-
tion or facial information; and
a locking module (602) configured to lock a first
designated file by using the biological feature
recognition information of the current user ac-
quired by the first acquiring module.

12. The device according to claim 11, characterized in
that, the first acquiring module comprises:

a collection submodule (701a) configured to col-
lect the biological feature recognition informa-
tion of the current user when the first designated
file is obtained by photography.

13. The device according to claim 12, characterized in
that, when the biological feature recognition infor-
mation is fingerprint information, the collection sub-
module comprises:

a first receiving unit (7011) configured to receive
a first photographing instruction input from the
current user through a touchscreen, wherein the
first photographing instruction is used for in-
structing to obtain the first designated file by
photography; and
a first collection unit (7012) configured to collect
fingerprint information when the first photo-
graphing instruction is input from the current us-
er through the touchscreen.

14. A device for locking a file, characterized in that, the
device comprises:

a processor (1120);
a memory (1104) for storing instructions execut-
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ed by the processor,
wherein the processor is configured to:

acquire biological feature recognition infor-
mation of a current user, wherein the bio-
logical feature recognition information com-
prises fingerprint information, voiceprint in-
formation, iris information or facial informa-
tion; and
lock a first designated file by using the bio-
logical feature recognition information of the
current user.

15. A computer program, which when executing on a
processor of a terminal, performs a method accord-
ing to any one of claims 1-10.
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