
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

68
0 

64
0

A
1

TEPZZ 68Z64ZA_T
(11) EP 2 680 640 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION
published in accordance with Art. 153(4) EPC

(43) Date of publication: 
01.01.2014 Bulletin 2014/01

(21) Application number: 12739338.7

(22) Date of filing: 19.01.2012

(51) Int Cl.:
H04W 36/08 (2009.01)

(86) International application number: 
PCT/CN2012/070614

(87) International publication number: 
WO 2012/100718 (02.08.2012 Gazette 2012/31)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR

(30) Priority: 30.01.2011 CN 201110032866

(71) Applicant: Datang Mobile Communications 
Equipment Co., Ltd.
Beijing 100083 (CN)

(72) Inventor: YANG, Yi
Beijing 100083 (CN)

(74) Representative: Chaillot, Geneviève et al
Cabinet Chaillot 
16-20 Avenue de l’Agent Sarre 
B.P. 74
92703 Colombes Cedex (FR)

(54) RESOURCE ALLOCATION METHOD AND DEVICE

(57) Disclosed are a resource allocation method and
device. By use of the technical solution provided in the
embodiments of the present invention, when a home cell
handover of a relay node occurs, the destination DeNB
allocates through information exchange between itself
and a source DeNB, and according to corresponding fre-
quency information, a corresponding backhaul link re-

source to the relay node, this allows completion of sub-
frame configuration of the backhaul link during the hando-
ver process, thereby reducing the influence on normal
services of the relay node, ensuring service continuity
for users accessing a network through the relay node,
and reducing the number of lost packets during a trans-
mission process, thus providing a better network expe-
rience to users.
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Description

[0001] This application requires the priority to Chinese
patent application, which should be submitted to the Chi-
nese Patent Office on January 30, 2011, the application
No. 201110032866.7, invention name as "Resource Al-
location Method and Device", with all of its content by
reference in this application.

Field of the Present Invention

[0002] The present invention relates to the field of com-
munication technology, in particular to a resource allo-
cation method and device.

Background of the Present Invention

[0003] In future mobile communication system, for ex-
ample, in Beyond Third Generation (B3G) system or in
LTE-A (Long Term Evolution Advanced) system, the sys-
tem will provide higher peak data rate and cell throughput,
and need larger bandwidth at the same time.
[0004] At present, unallocated bandwidth with frequen-
cy less than 2 GHz has been very little, and the partial
or the whole bandwidth required by B3 G can only be
found in the higher frequency band (such as the frequen-
cy band with frequency higher than 3 GHz). In actual
application, the higher the frequency band is, the faster
the radio wave propagation attenuation will be and the
shorter the transmission distance will be. Therefore, in
the same coverage area, more base stations are needed
to ensure the continuous coverage. However, since the
cost of base station is high, this will undoubtedly increase
the cost of network layout. In order to solve the problems
concerning network layout cost and coverage, various
manufacturers and standard organizations begin the re-
search on introducing relay node (RN) into cellular sys-
tem so as to increase network coverage.
[0005] Figure 1 is the diagram of the network architec-
ture of existing LTE-A system after RN is introduced
therein. RN accesses core network through donor cell
under the DeNB (Donor evolved Node B), but there is no
direct wired interface between RN and core network.
Each RN can control one or more cells. Under such ar-
chitecture, the interface between UE (User Equipment)
and RN is Uu interface, while that between RN and DeNB
is Un interface.
[0006] Backhaul link refers to the link between access
network and core network. Un interface is a part of the
backhaul link, and is a kind of wireless backhaul link. In
order to avoid interference, DeNB and  RN shall discuss
with RN on which sub-frames data shall be sent and re-
ceived. For example, when DeNB sends downlink data
to RN on some sub-frames, RN cannot send downlink
data to UE on the same sub-frames, or it will cause inner
equipment co-frequency interference of RN. When it is
determined that sub-frame shall be divided between
DeNB and RN, DeNB shall be responsible for completing

sub-frame configuration and sending the allocated back-
haul sub-frame configuration information to RN through
RN reconfiguration process.
[0007] Establishing process of X2 is used for configu-
ration data of application layer on interactive X2 interface
between the two eNBs to make the two eNBs intercom-
municate normally through X2 interface. When establish-
ing the X2 interface, the configuration data of interactive
application layer required between the two sides include
ECGI (E-UTRAN Cell Global Identifier, evolved universal
terrestrial radio access network cell global identifier) of
the cell, PCI (Physical Cell Identifier), downlink frequen-
cy, etc. Figure 2 shows the flow diagram of X2 interface
establishing process in the prior art.
[0008] Similarly, in Figure 1, X2 interface is established
between eNB (evolved Node B) and DeNB, and between
DeNB and RN, thus realizing the communication be-
tween base stations (DeNB has eNB property itself, while
with respect to the self-service terminal equipment, RN
also has the functions of eNB).
[0009] When the application layer configuration data
of X2 interface of eNB change, eNB will notify adjacent
eNB through eNB configuration and update process to
make the two eNBs operate normally on X2 interface.
Wherein, the application layer configuration data that
may be updated include ECGI, PCI, downlink frequency,
etc. Figure 3 is the flow diagram of eNB configuration
update process in the prior art.
[0010] X2 handover includes three stages: handover
preparation, handover execution and route switch (also
referred to as handover completion), as shown in Figure
4, which is the flow diagram of X2 handover process in
the prior art. Handover preparation is initiated by source
eNB to determine which target eNB shall be handed over
to. Handover command message generated by carrying
target eNB in handover request acknowledgement mes-
sage is sent to UE by source eNB.
[0011] In the application scene with RN, after receiving
handover request message, DeNB reads the target cell
identifier therein, and then forwards the handover request
to corresponding target base station.
[0012] In the prior art, when selecting donor cell, RN
will select a proper cell to access according to the fre-
quency of Uu interface itself and that of donor cell, and
judge if DeNB is required for allocating special sub-
frames used on backhaul for itself. Then RN will notify
the judgment result to DeNB in RRC (Radio Resource
Control) message.
[0013] In the process of realizing the present invention,
at least the following problems are found in the prior art
by the inventor:
[0014] When handover occurs due to RN moving, the
donor cell accessed by RN changes, and the frequency
used by target donor may be different from that used by
original donor cell. Therefore, working state of RN may
change. For example, "resource partitioning is required"
mode is changed to "resource partitioning is not required"
mode, or vice versa. However, how to configure backhaul

1 2 



EP 2 680 640 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

sub-frame information is not described in the prior art
under the condition that the attributive donor cell of RN
is changed.

Summary of the Present Invention

[0015] The embodiments of the present invention pro-
vide a resource allocation method and device, which can
solve the problem that there is no clear backhaul sub-
frame information configuration program when RN
changes a donor cell.
[0016] For achieving the above purpose, on the one
hand, the embodiments of the present invention provide
a resource allocation method, which comprises:
[0017] When the relay node under the first DeNB
needs to be handed over to the second donor station,
the second DeNB receives the handover request sent by
the first DeNB, and the handover request carries the fre-
quency information used for the relay node;
[0018] The second DeNB judges, according to the fre-
quency information, whether it is necessary to allocate
corresponding backhaul link resource for the relay node;
[0019] If the judgment result is yes, the second DeNB
allocates corresponding backhaul link resource for the
relay node;
[0020] The second DeNB configures the backhaul link
resource information allocated for the relay node to the
relay node.
[0021] On the other hand, the embodiments of the
present invention provide a base station, which compris-
es: Receiving module, which is used to receive the
handover request sent by the first DeNB when the relay
node under the first DeNB needs to be handed over to
the base station, and the handover request carries the
frequency information used for the relay node;
[0022] Judging module, which is used to judge, accord-
ing to the frequency information carried in the request
information and received by the receiving module, wheth-
er it is necessary to allocate corresponding backhaul link
resource for the relay node;
[0023] Allocating module, which is used to allocate the
corresponding backhaul link resource for the relay node
when the judgment result of the judging module is yes;
[0024] Sending module, which is used to configure the
backhaul link resource information allocated for the relay
node to the relay node.
[0025] Furthermore, the embodiments of the present
invention provide a resource allocation method, which
comprises:
[0026] When the relay node under the first DeNB
needs to be handed over to the second donor station,
the relay node receives the backhaul link resource infor-
mation allocated by the the second DeNB for the relay
node;
[0027] The relay node configures corresponding re-
source using the backhaul link resource information, and
establishes corresponding service connection with the
second DeNB.

[0028] Moreover, the embodiments of the present in-
vention provide a relay node, which comprises: Receiv-
ing module, which is used to receive the handover com-
mand returned by the first DeNB, and the handover com-
mand carries the backhaul link resource information al-
located for the relay node by the second DeNB;
[0029] Processing module, which is used to configure
corresponding resource according to the backhaul link
resource information received by the receiving module,
and establish corresponding service connection with the
second donor station.
[0030] Compared with the prior art, the technical solu-
tion provided in the embodiments of the present invention
at least has the following advantages:
[0031] By use of the technical solution provided in the
embodiments of the present invention, when a donor cell
handover of a relay node occurs, the target DeNB allo-
cates through information exchange  between itself and
a source DeNB, and according to corresponding frequen-
cy information, a corresponding backhaul link resource
to the relay node, this allows completion of sub-frame
configuration of the backhaul link during the handover
process, thereby reducing the influence on normal serv-
ices of the relay node, ensuring service continuity for us-
ers accessing a network through the relay node, and re-
ducing the number of lost packets during a transmission
process, thus providing a better network experience to
users.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0032]

Fig. 1 is the diagram of network architecture of the
existing LTE-A system after RN is introduced therein;
Fig. 2 is the flow diagram of the establishing process
of X2 interface in the prior art;
Fig. 3 is the flow diagram of the configuration update
process of eNB in the prior art;
Fig. 4 is the flow diagram of X2 handover process in
the prior art;
Fig. 5 is the flow diagram of a resource allocation
method in the embodiments of the present invention;
Fig. 6 is the flow diagram of a resource allocation
method in implementation scene I put forward by the
embodiments of the present invention;
Fig. 7 is the flow diagram of a resource allocation
method in implementation scene II put forward by
the embodiments of the present invention;
Fig. 8 is the flow diagram of a resource allocation
method in implementation scene III put forward by
the embodiments of the present invention;
Fig. 9 is the flow diagram of a resource allocation
method in implementation scene IV put forward by
the embodiments of the present invention;
Fig. 10 is the structure diagram of a base station in
the embodiments of the present invention;
Fig. 11 is the structure diagram of a relay node in
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the embodiments of the present invention.

Detailed Description of the Embodiments of the 
Present Invention

[0033] As described in the background of the present
invention, the purpose of introducing relay node (RN) in
LTE-A system is to increase network coverage. RN con-
nects DeNB in a wireless mode. The  wireless interface
between them is called Un interface. However, there is
a lack of configuration program of corresponding back-
haul link resource in the process of donor cell handover
of RN. Based on the above issues, the embodiments of
the present invention put forward a method for configu-
ration of backhaul resource in relay scene when DeNB
handover occurs due to change of Relay position.
[0034] The technical solution put forward in the em-
bodiments of the present invention is to use the existing
handover process, through necessary information ex-
change between target DeNB and source DeNB, to com-
plete the configuration of backhaul sub-frame between
RN and target DeNB during the handover process, there-
by reducing the influence on RN service of the handover,
ensuring service continuity for users as far as possible,
and reducing the number of lost packets.
[0035] Figure 5 is the flow diagram of a resource allo-
cation method put forward by the embodiments of the
present invention, which comprises the following steps:

Step S501, when the relay node under the first DeNB
needs to be handed over to the second donor station,
the second DeNB receives the handover request
sent by the first DeNB.
Wherein, handover request carries the frequency in-
formation used for relay node.
In the specific application scene, there are two meth-
ods specifically as below for receiving the aforemen-
tioned handover request:

Method I, the second DeNB receives the hando-
ver request directly sent by the first DeNB.
Method II, the second DeNB receives the hando-
ver request sent by the MME (Mobility Manage-
ment Entity) to which the first DeNB belongs.

The difference between the aforementioned two
methods is whether to perform corresponding infor-
mation exchange through MME. Such method se-
lection can be adjusted according to the actual re-
quirement, and the selection of the specific method
for sending and receiving the corresponding request
will not influence the protection scope of the present
invention.
At the same time, if one of the above methods is
selected for receiving handover request, then the in-
formation exchanging method in subsequent
processing will also be determined, which will be de-
scribed in detail in the following steps.

It should be noted that, the frequency information
used for relay node and carried in the aforemen-
tioned handover request is specifically the frequency
information of Uu interface of relay  node, which can
be acquired through the following method:

The first DeNB can acquire it through the estab-
lishing process of X2 interface with relay node;
or,
The first DeNB can acquire it through the con-
figuration update process of base station with
relay node; or,
The first DeNB can acquire it through RRC sig-
naling with relay node.

Which method will be selected for acquiring the
aforementioned frequency information will not influ-
ence the protection scope of the present invention.
On the other hand, in order to provide reference for
determination of backhaul link resource information
of the second DeNB, the following information can
be carried in the handover request in this step:

If relay is subject to backhaul link sub-frame limit
when it belongs to the first DeNB, the handover
request sent by the first DeNB and received by
the second DeNB also includes backhaul sub-
frame configuration information of the relay
node.

Step S502, the second DeNB judges, according to
frequency information, whether it is necessary to al-
locate corresponding backhaul link resource for re-
lay node.
If the judgment result is yes, step S503 will be exe-
cuted;
If the judgment result is no, step S505 will be exe-
cuted.
In actual application, the detailed treatment process
of this step is that the second DeNB judges whether
it is necessary to allocate corresponding backhaul
link resource for relay node according to the frequen-
cy information used for relay node and that of the
target cell to which the relay node needs to be hand-
ed over.
Step S503, the second DeNB allocates correspond-
ing backhaul link resource for relay node, compris-
ing:
The second DeNB allocates backhaul link resource
for relay node according to the backhaul link re-
source information allocated for relay node by the
first DeNB and the corresponding preset rules.
Wherein, the backhaul link resource allocated for re-
lay node by the first DeNB can be acquired through
the following methods:
The second DeNB acquires, through the received
handover request sent by the first DeNB, the back-
haul link resource information allocated for relay
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node by the first DeNB; or,
The second DeNB acquires, through the received
information sent by relay node, the backhaul link re-
source information allocated for relay node by the
first DeNB. In actual application, such information
exchange can be realized though the handover com-
pletion information after the completion of the hando-
ver of relay node in donor cell.
The specific acquiring method can be adjusted ac-
cording to actual requirement, and changes of such
acquiring method will not influence the protection
scope of the present invention.
Step S504, the second DeNB configures the back-
haul link resource information allocated for relay
node to relay node.
Wherein, there are two methods as below for con-
figuring the allocated backhaul link resource infor-
mation:

Method A, complete configuration.
The second DeNB configures the complete in-
formation of backhaul link resource allocated for
relay node to relay node.
Method B, increment configuration.
The second DeNB configures the change infor-
mation, which is acquired by comparing the
backhaul link resource information allocated for
relay node with that allocated by the first DeNB
for relay node, to relay node.

Step S505, the second DeNB notifies relay node of
the indication information that indicates it is unnec-
essary to allocate backhaul link resource informa-
tion.
In the aforementioned step S504 and step S505,
there are two methods as below for configuring cor-
responding configuration information to relay node:

Configuration method I, configure directly to re-
lay node.
After the completion of donor cell handover of
relay node, the second DeNB configures the
backhaul link resource information allocated for
relay node to relay node through a reconfigura-
tion process or notifies relay node of the indica-
tion information that indicates it is unnecessary
to allocate backhaul link resource information.
Configuration method II, forward the configura-
tion information through a DeNB.
The second DeNB carries the backhaul link re-
source information allocated for relay node in
handover command and returns the information
to the first DeNB, and the first DeNB configures
the  backhaul link resource information to relay
node.
Which configuration method will be adopted will
not influence the protection scope of the present
invention.

It should be further noted that when configuration II
is adopted, for the difference of the methods for re-
ceiving handover request in corresponding step
S501, there are two kinds of return processes as
below for corresponding information in step S504
and Step S505:

Method I, it corresponds to method I in step
S501, which is to communicate with the first
DeNB directly.
The second DeNB carries the backhaul link re-
source information allocated for relay node (cor-
responding to step S504), or the indication in-
formation (corresponding to step S505) that it is
unnecessary to allocate backhaul link resource,
in handover command, and returns them to the
first DeNB directly.
Methods II, it corresponds to method II in step
S501, which is to forward corresponding com-
munication information to the first DeNB through
corresponding MME.
The second DeNB carries the backhaul link re-
source information allocated for relay node, or
the indication information that indicates it is un-
necessary to allocate backhaul link resource, in
handover command, and sends them to the
MME to which the second DeNB belongs;

The MME to which the second DeNB belongs for-
wards the handover command to the MME to which
the first DeNB belongs;
The MME to which the first DeNB belongs forwards
the handover command to the first DeNB. Compared
with the prior art, the technical solution put forward
by the embodiments of the present invention at least
has the following advantages:
By use of the technical solution provided in the em-
bodiments of the present invention, when a donor
cell handover of a relay node occurs, the target DeNB
allocates through information exchange between it-
self and a source DeNB, and according to corre-
sponding frequency information, a corresponding
backhaul link resource to the relay node, this allows
completion of sub-frame configuration of the back-
haul link during the handover process, thereby re-
ducing the influence on normal services of the relay
node, ensuring service continuity for users access-
ing a network through the relay node, and reducing
the number of lost packets during a transmission
process, thus providing  a better network experience
to users.
According to the technical ideas of the technical so-
lution put forward by the embodiments of the present
invention, when a donor cell handover of a RN oc-
curs, the target DeNB determines whether it is nec-
essary to allocate resource for this RN, and the de-
tailed processing ideas are as follows.
Source DeNB sends the frequency information of Uu
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interface of RN to target DeNB, and the target DeNB
judges whether it is necessary to allocate special
sub-frame used for Uu interface to RN according to
the frequency information of RN Uu interface and
that of target cell. If it is necessary, target DeNB al-
locates corresponding sub-frame for RN, and sends
the new sub-frame configuration to RN in handover
command, or sends the new sub-frame configuration
to RN through RN reconfiguration process after com-
pletion of the handover.
The technical solution put forward by the embodi-
ments of the present invention is explained in a de-
tailed way with reference to the specific application
scene in the present invention. Implementation
scene I
Figure 6 is the flow diagram of a resource allocation
method in implementation scene I put forward by the
embodiments of the present invention, which com-
prises the following steps in detail:
Step S601, source DeNB acquires frequency infor-
mation of RN.
Before the handover, if RN has established X2 inter-
face with source DeNB, or the eNB configuration up-
date process has been carried out between RN and
source DeNB, or RRC process has been carried out
between RN and source DeNB, source DeNB can
acquire the frequency used for Uu interface of RN.
Step S602, source DeNB determines to hand over
RN.
Step S603, source DeNB sends handover request
to target DeNB.
When source DeNB sends handover request to tar-
get DeNB, it sends the frequency information of Uu
interface of RN to the target DeNB.
If RN has backhaul sub-frame limit in source DeNB,
source DeNB can send the sub-frame configuration
information of RN to target DeNB in handover re-
quest message, such as putting the sub-frame con-
figuration information in handover preparation infor-
mation.
Certainly, the aforementioned sub-frame configura-
tion information of RN may not be carried, but
through other processes, or the aforementioned sub-
frame configuration information of RN are not  fed
back to target DeNB, and such changes will not in-
fluence the protection scope of the present invention.
Step S604, after receiving the handover request, tar-
get DeNB determines whether to allocate backhaul
sub-frame for RN according to information like the
selected frequency of target cell, Uu interface fre-
quency of RN, etc.
If target cell and RN have different Uu interface
bands, it will be unnecessary to allocate backhaul
sub-frame for RN. Otherwise, it is necessary to allo-
cate backhaul sub-frame for RN.
Step S605, target DeNB sends handover command
to RN through source DeNB, namely, RRC connec-
tion reconfiguration message.

If the target DeNB allocates backhaul sub-frame for
RN, these backhaul sub-frame configuration infor-
mation can be put in RRC connection reconfiguration
message and sent to RN.
If target DeNB receives the original sub-frame con-
figuration information of RN in handover request
message, it can refer to the sub-frame configuration
information of RN for determination of the new sub-
frame configuration; for example, it can adopt the
same sub-frame configuration and send it to RN.
When target DeNB allocates sub-frame configura-
tion for RN, it can send the complete sub-frame con-
figuration information to RN, and it also can send
only the changed information to RN, viz. increment
configuration. If the increment configuration is adopt-
ed, when target DeNB determines that resource par-
titioning is unnecessary, DeNB needs to give an in-
struction to RN, or RN will mistake that sub-frame
configuration information dose not change.
When the complete configuration method is adopted
in step S605, if the RRC connection reconfiguration
message received by RN includes backhaul sub-
frame configuration information, the new sub-frame
configuration information will be used. Otherwise,
RN will not be limited by sub-frame at Un interface.
When the increment configuration method is adopt-
ed in step S605, if the RRC connection reconfigura-
tion message received by RN includes backhaul sub-
frame configuration information, the existing sub-
frame configuration information will be updated. If
DeNB instructs that resource partitioning is unnec-
essary, RN will not be limited by sub-frame at Un
interface.
Processing flows of step S606 to step S614 are ex-
isting process programs, hereby, they will not be  de-
scribed again.

Implementation scene II

[0036] Figure 7 is the flow diagram of a resource allo-
cation method in implementation scene II put forward by
the embodiments of the present invention, which com-
prises the following steps in detail:

Step S701 to step S704 are similar to Step S601 to
step S604 in implementation scene I, hereby they
will not be described again.
Step S705, target DeNB sends handover command
to RN through source DeNB, namely, RRC connec-
tion reconfiguration message.
Step S706, after receiving RRC connection recon-
figuration message, RN is handed over to the cell
under target DeNB, and returns the message of RRC
connection reconfiguration completion to target
DeNB.
In actual application scene, before this step, RN also
can send corresponding sub-frame configuration in-
formation to target DeNB in the RRC connection
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reconfiguration completion message in this step.
Changes of the feedback time of the specific sub-
frame configuration information will not influence the
protection scope of the present invention.
In step S704, if target DeNB determines to allocate
backhaul sub-frame for RN, step S707 will be exe-
cuted.
Step S707, after RN accesses target DeNB, target
DeNB initiates reconfiguration process of RN, puts
new sub-frame configuration information in the RN
reconfiguration message and sends them to RN.
If target DeNB receives the original sub-frame con-
figuration information of RN in handover request
message or in RRC connection reconfiguration com-
pletion message, it can refer to the sub-frame con-
figuration information of RN for determination of the
new sub-frame configuration. For example, it can
adopt the same sub-frame configuration and send it
to RN.
When target DeNB allocate sub-frame configuration
for RN, it can send the complete sub-frame config-
uration information to RN, and it also can send only
the changed configuration information to RN, viz. in-
crement configuration. If increment configuration is
adopted, when target DeNB determines that re-
source partitioning is unnecessary, target DeNB
needs to give an instruction to RN, or RN will mistake
that sub-frame configuration information dose not
change.
Step S708, after receiving RN reconfiguration mes-
sage, RN applies the new sub-frame configuration
information, and returns the message of RN recon-
figuration completion to target DeNB.
Processing flows of step S709 to step S714 are ex-
isting process programs, hereby, they will not be de-
scribed again.
It should be noted that, there is no strict chronological
order for RN reconfiguration process in the afore-
mentioned step S707 and step S708 and for the
processing of step S709. Such changes of the order
will not influence the prevention scope of the present
invention.
Compared with implementation scene I, in the tech-
nical solution of implementation scene II, when RN
returns the message of RRC connection reconfigu-
ration completion to target DeNB (viz. step S706),
since target DeNB does not configure new backhaul
sub-frame information for RN, RN may not be subject
to the limit of backhaul sub-frame.

Implementation scene III

[0037] Figure 8 is the flow diagram of a resource allo-
cation method in implementation scene III put forward by
the embodiments of the present invention, which com-
prises the following steps in detail:

Step S801, source DeNB acquires frequency infor-

mation of RN.
Before the handover, if RN has established X2 inter-
face with source DeNB, or the eNB configuration up-
date process has been carried out between RN and
source DeNB, or RRC process has been carried out
between RN and source DeNB, source DeNB can
acquire the frequency used for Uu interface of
RN.
Step S802, source DeNB determines to hand over
RN.
Step S803, source DeNB sends handover request
to source MME.
Wherein, the frequency information of Uu interface
of RN is carried in handover request.
The frequency information of Uu interface of RN can
be put in Source To Target Transparent Container
IE.
If RN has backhaul sub-frame limit in source DeNB,
source DeNB can send the sub-frame configuration
information of RN to target DeNB in handover re-
quest message, for example, putting it in Source To
Target Transparent Container IE.
Certainly, the aforementioned sub-frame configura-
tion information of RN may not be carried, but
through other processes, or the aforementioned sub-
frame configuration information of RN are not fed
back to target DeNB, and such changes will not in-
fluence the protection scope of the present  inven-
tion.
Step S804, source MME finds target MME, and
sends forward relocation request message.
Step S805, target MME determines target DeNB,
and sends handover request message to the target
DeNB.
Step S806, after receiving the handover request, the
target DeNB determines whether to allocate back-
haul sub-frame for RN according to information like
the selected frequency of target cell, Uu interface
frequency of RN, etc.
If target cell and RN have different Uu interface
bands, it will be unnecessary to allocate backhaul
sub-frame for RN. Otherwise, it is necessary to allo-
cate backhaul sub-frame for RN.
Step S807 to step S809 are the processes in which
target DeNB forwards the handover command to
source DeNB through target MME and source MME.
The used signaling is existing signaling, hereby, it
will not be described again.
Wherein, if it is determined in step S806 that it is
necessary to allocate backhaul sub-frame for RN,
target DeNB will allocate backhaul sub-frame for RN,
and put these backhaul sub-frame configuration in-
formation in the information forwarded from step
S807 to step S809 and send them to source DeNB,
and finally source DeNB will carry these backhaul
sub-frame configuration information in RRC connec-
tion reconfiguration message and send them to RN
(and step S810). Processing flows of step S811 to
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step S814 are existing process programs, hereby,
they will not be described again.

Implementation scene V

[0038] Figure 9 is the flow diagram of a resource allo-
cation method in implementation scene IV put forward
by the embodiments of the present invention, which com-
prises the following steps in detail:

Step S901 to step S906 are similar to Step S801 to
step S806 in implementation scene III, hereby, they
will not be described again.
Step S907 to step S909 are the processes in which
target DeNB forwards the handover command to
source DeNB through target MME and source MME.
The used signaling is existing signaling, and back-
haul sub-frame configuration information will not car-
ried through these signaling. Hereby, the specific for-
warding process will not be described again.
Step S910 and step S911 are the processes for com-
pleting RRC connection reconfiguration of RN, in
which there is no transmission of backhaul sub-
frame configuration information.
Similar to the aforementioned step S705, RN can
report the original sub-frame configuration informa-
tion to target DeNB in the message of RRC connec-
tion reconfiguration completion.
Step S912, after RN accesses target DeNB, target
DeNB initiates reconfiguration process of RN, puts
new sub-frame configuration information in the RN
reconfiguration message and sends them to RN.
If target DeNB receives the original sub-frame con-
figuration information of RN in handover request
message or in RRC connection reconfiguration com-
pletion message, it can refer to the sub-frame con-
figuration information of RN for determination of the
new sub-frame configuration. For example, it can
adopt the same sub-frame configuration and send it
to RN.
When target DeNB allocate sub-frame configuration
for RN, it can send the complete sub-frame config-
uration information to RN, and it also can send only
the changed configuration information to RN, viz. in-
crement configuration. If increment configuration is
adopted, when target DeNB determines that re-
source partitioning is unnecessary, target DeNB
needs to give an instruction to RN, or RN will mistake
that sub-frame configuration information dose not
change.
Step S913, after receiving RN reconfiguration mes-
sage, RN applies the new sub-frame configuration
information, and returns the message of RN recon-
figuration completion to target DeNB.

[0039] Processing flows of step S914 to step S916 are
existing process programs. Hereby, they will not be de-
scribed again.

[0040] Compared with implementation scene I, in the
technical solution of implementation scene II, when RN
returns the message of RRC connection reconfiguration
completion to target DeNB (viz. step S913), since target
DeNB does not configure new backhaul sub-frame infor-
mation for RN, RN may not be subject to the limit of back-
haul sub-frame.
[0041] Compared with the prior art, the technical solu-
tion put forward by the embodiments of the present in-
vention at least has the following advantages:
[0042] By use of the technical solution provided in the
embodiments of the present invention, when a donor cell
handover of a relay node occurs, the target DeNB allo-
cates through information exchange between itself and
a source DeNB, and according to corresponding frequen-
cy information, a corresponding backhaul link resource
to the relay node, this allows completion of sub-frame
configuration of the backhaul link during the handover
process, thereby reducing the influence on  normal serv-
ices of the relay node, ensuring service continuity for us-
ers accessing a network through the relay node, and re-
ducing the number of lost packets during a transmission
process, thus providing a better network experience to
users.
[0043] In order to realize the aforementioned technical
solution put forward by the embodiments of the present
invention, the embodiments of the present invention also
provide corresponding equipment. First, the embodi-
ments of the present invention provide a base station, of
which the structure diagram is shown in Figure 10, com-
prising:
[0044] Receiving module 101, which is used to receive
the handover request sent by the first DeNB when the
relay node under the first DeNB needs to be handed over
to the base station, and the handover request carries the
frequency information used for relay node;
[0045] Judging module 102, which is used to judge
whether it is necessary to allocate corresponding back-
haul link resource for relay node according to the fre-
quency information carried in handover request received
by the receiving module 101;
[0046] Allocating module 103, which is used to allocate
corresponding backhaul link resource to relay node when
the judgment result of the judging module 102 is yes;
[0047] Sending module 104, which is used to configure
the backhaul link resource information allocated for relay
node to relay node.
[0048] Wherein, receiving module 101, which is spe-
cifically used to:
[0049] Receive the handover request directly sent by
the first DeNB; or,
[0050] Receive the handover request sent by the MME
to which this base station belongs.
[0051] What’s more, judging module 102, which is spe-
cifically used to judge whether it is necessary to allocate
corresponding backhaul link resource for relay node ac-
cording to the frequency information used for relay node
and that of the target cell to which relay node needs to
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be handed over.
[0052] Under this condition, sending module 104 is al-
so used to notify relay node of the indication information
that indicates it is unnecessary to allocate backhaul link
resource when the judgment result is no.
[0053] In the specific implementation scene, allocating
module 103 is specifically used to allocate backhaul link
resource for relay node according to the backhaul link
resource information allocated for relay node by the first
DeNB and the corresponding preset rules. Wherein, the
backhaul link resource  information allocated for relay
node by the first DeNB is acquired specifically through
the received handover request sent by the first DeNB or
the information sent by relay node.
[0054] On the other hand, sending module 104, which
is specifically used to:
[0055] Carry the backhaul link resource information al-
located for relay node by allocating module 103 in hando-
ver command and return them to the first DeNB, and the
backhaul link resource information will be configured to
relay node by the first DeNB; or,
[0056] Configure the backhaul link resource informa-
tion, which is allocated for relay node by allocating mod-
ule 103, to relay node through a reconfiguration process
after the completion of donor cell handover of relay node.
[0057] Wherein, sending module 104, which is specif-
ically used to:
[0058] Configure the complete information of the back-
haul link resource allocated for relay node to relay node;
or,
[0059] Configure the change information, which is ac-
quired by comparing the backhaul link resource allocated
for relay node with that allocated by the first DeNB for
relay node, to relay node.
[0060] In specific implementation scene, sending mod-
ule 104, which is specifically used to:
[0061] When receiving handover request directly sent
by the first DeNB, receiving module 101 carries the back-
haul link resource information allocated for relay node,
or the indication information that indicates it is unneces-
sary to allocate backhaul link resource, in handover com-
mand, and return them to the first DeNB directly; or,
[0062] When receiving the handover request sent by
the first DeNB and the MME to which the second DeNB
belongs, receiving module 101 carries the backhaul link
resource information allocated for relay node, or the in-
dication information that indicates it is unnecessary to
allocate backhaul link resource, in handover command,
and forwards them to the first DeNB through the MME to
which the base station belongs and the MME to which
the second DeNB belongs.
[0063] What’s more, this base station also comprises:
[0064] Acquiring module 105, which is used to acquire
frequency information of relay node through establishing
process of X2 interface with relay node served by the
base station, or configuration update process of the base
station, or RRC process;
[0065] Sending module 104, which is also used to send

the frequency information of relay node acquired by  ac-
quiring module 105 to other DeNBs when the relay node
served by the base station needs to be handed over to
other DeNBs.
[0066] On the other hand, the embodiments of the
present invention also provide a relay node, of which the
structure diagram is shown in Figure 11, comprising:
[0067] Receiving module 111, which is used to receive
the handover command returned by the first DeNB, and
the handover command carries the backhaul link re-
source information allocated for relay node by the second
DeNB;
[0068] Processing module 112, which is used to con-
figure corresponding resource according to the backhaul
link resource information received by receiving module
111, and establish corresponding service connection
with the second donor station.
[0069] In the specific implementation scene, receiving
module 111 is specifically used to:
[0070] Receive the handover command which is re-
turned by the first DeNB and carries the backhaul link
resource information allocated for relay node by the sec-
ond DeNB, and the handover command is forwarded to
relay node by the second DeNB through the first DeNB;
or,
[0071] Acquire, through the reconfiguration process
with the second DeNB after the completion of donor cell
handover of relay node, the backhaul link resource infor-
mation allocated for relay node by the second DeNB.
[0072] Wherein, this relay node also comprises send-
ing module 113, which is used to send backhaul link re-
source information, which is configured by the first DeNB,
to the second DeNB after the completion of donor cell
handover of relay node, so as to make the second DeNB
allocate new backhaul link resource information for relay
node according to this backhaul link resource informa-
tion.
[0073] Compared with the prior art, the technical solu-
tion put forward by the embodiments of the present in-
vention at least has the following advantages:
[0074] By use of the technical solution provided in the
embodiments of the present invention, when a donor cell
handover of a relay node occurs, the target DeNB allo-
cates through information exchange between itself and
a source DeNB, and according to corresponding frequen-
cy information, a corresponding backhaul link resource
to the relay node, this allows completion of sub-frame
configuration of the backhaul link during the handover
process, thereby reducing the influence on  normal serv-
ices of the relay node, ensuring service continuity for us-
ers accessing a network through the relay node, and re-
ducing the number of lost packets during a transmission
process, thus providing a better network experience to
users.
[0075] Through the description of the embodiments
above, the technical personnel in this field can under-
stand clearly that the present invention can be imple-
mented by hardware or software and necessary general
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hardware platform. Based on this understanding, the
technical program of the present invention can be em-
bodied by a form of software products which can be
stored in a nonvalatile storage medium (such as CD-
ROM, U disk, mobile hard disk, etc.), including a number
of instructions for making a computer device (such as
personal computers, servers, or network equipment,
etc.) implement the methods described in the implement
scenes of the present invention. The technical personnel
in this field can be understood that the illustration is only
schematic drawings of a preferred implementation
scene, and the module or process is not necessary for
the implementation of the present invention.
[0076] The technical personnel in this field can be un-
derstood that the modules can be distributed in device
of the implementation scenes according to the descrip-
tion of the implementation scenes above, and also can
be varied in one or multiply device of the implementation
scenes. The modules of the implementation scenes can
be combined into a module, and also can be further split
into several sub-modules.
[0077] The number of the present invention is only to
describe, it does not represent the pros and cons of the
implementation scenes.
[0078] The descriptions above are just preferred im-
plementation scenes of the present invention. It should
be pointed that, for general technical personnel in this
field, some improvement and decorating can be done,
which should be as the protection scope of the present
invention.

Claims

1. A resource allocation method, wherein, comprising:

When a relay node under first DeNB needs to
be handed over to second DeNB, the second
DeNB receiving the handover request sent by
the first DeNB, therein, the handover request
carries the frequency information used for the
relay node;
According to the frequency information, the sec-
ond DeNB judging whether it is necessary to al-
locate corresponding backhaul link resource to
the relay node;
If the judgment result is yes, the second DeNB
allocating corresponding backhaul link resource
for the relay node;
The second DeNB configuring backhaul link re-
source information allocated for the relay node
to the relay node.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein, the sec-
ond DeNB receiving the handover request sent by
the first DeNB, comprising:

The second base station receiving the handover

request directly sent by the first DeNB; or,
The second base station receiving the handover
request sent by the MME to which the second
base station belongs.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein, the fre-
quency information used for the relay node specifi-
cally refers to that of the Uu interface between the
relay node and the first DeNB, which is acquired spe-
cifically through the following methods:

Acquired by the first DeNB through the estab-
lishing process of X2 interface with the relay
node; or,
Acquired by the first DeNB through the config-
uration update process of base station with the
relay node; or,
Acquired by the first DeNB through RRC sign-
aling with the relay node.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein,
If the relay node is subject to backhaul link sub-frame
limit when it belongs to the first DeNB, the handover
request sent by the first DeNB and received by the
second DeNB also includes backhaul sub-frame
configuration information of the relay node.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein, according
to the frequency information, the second DeNB
judgeing whether it is necessary to allocate corre-
sponding backhaul link resource for the relay  node,
comprising:

The second DeNB judging whether it is neces-
sary to allocate corresponding backhaul link re-
source to the relay node according to the fre-
quency information used for the relay node and
that of the target cell to which the relay node
needs to be handed over.

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein, after the
second DeNB judgeing whether it is necessary to
allocate corresponding backhaul link resource to the
relay node, it also comprises:

If the judgment result is no, the second DeNB
notifying the relay node of the indication infor-
mation that indicates it is unnecessary to allo-
cate backhaul link resource.

7. The method according to claim 6, wherein, the sec-
ond DeNB notifying the relay node of the indication
information that indicates it is unnecessary to allo-
cate backhaul link resource, comprising:

The second DeNB sending handover command
to the first DeNB, the handover command car-
ries the indication information that indicates it is
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unnecessary to allocate backhaul link resource;
or,
The second DeNB notifying the relay node of
the indication information that indicates it is un-
necessary to allocate backhaul link resource
through a reconfiguration process after the com-
pletion of donor cell handover of the relay node.

8. The method according to claim 1, wherein, the sec-
ond DeNB allocates corresponding backhaul link re-
source for the relay node, comprising:

The second DeNB allocates backhaul link re-
source for the relay node according to the back-
haul link resource information allocated for the
relay node by the first DeNB and the correspond-
ing preset rules.

9. The method according to claim 8, wherein, the back-
haul link resource information allocated for the relay
node by the first DeNB can be acquired specifically
through the following methods:

After receiving the handover request sent by the
first DeNB, the second DeNB acquires the back-
haul link resource information allocated for the
relay node by the first DeNB; or,
The second DeNB acquires, through the re-
ceived information sent by the relay node, the
backhaul link resource information allocated for
the relay node by the first DeNB.

10. The method according to claim 1, wherein, the sec-
ond DeNB configures the backhaul link resource in-
formation allocated for the relay node to the relay
node, comprising:

The second DeNB carries the backhaul link re-
source information allocated for the relay node
in  handover command, and returns them to the
first DeNB, and the first DeNB configures the
backhaul link resource information to the relay
node; or,
The second DeNB configures the backhaul link
resource information allocated for the relay node
to the relay node through a reconfiguration proc-
ess after the completion of donor cell handover
of the relay node.

11. The method according to claim 10, wherein, the sec-
ond DeNB configures the backhaul link resource in-
formation allocated for the relay node to the relay
node, comprising:

The second DeNB configures the complete in-
formation of the backhaul link resource informa-
tion allocated for the relay node to the relay
node; or,

The second DeNB configures the change infor-
mation, which is acquired by comparing the
backhaul link resource allocated for the relay
node with that allocated by the first DeNB for the
relay node, to the relay node.

12. The method according to any of claims 2, 7 or 10,
wherein, when receiving the handover request sent
directly by the first DeNB, the second DeNB carries
the backhaul link resource information allocated for
the relay node, or the indication information that in-
dicates it is unnecessary to allocate backhaul link
resource, in handover command, and returns them
to the first DeNB, comprising:

The second DeNB carries the backhaul link re-
source information allocated for the relay node,
or the indication information that indicates it is
unnecessary to allocate backhaul link resource,
in handover command, and returns them to the
first DeNB directly.

13. The method according to any of claims 2, 7 or 10
wherein, when receiving the handover request sent
by the MME to which the second DeNB belongs, the
second DeNB carries the backhaul link resource in-
formation allocated for the relay node, or the indica-
tion information that indicates it is unnecessary to
allocate backhaul link resource, in handover com-
mand, and returns them to the first DeNB, compris-
ing:

The second DeNB carries the backhaul link re-
source information allocated for the relay node,
or the indication information that indicates it is
unnecessary to allocate backhaul link resource,
in handover command, and sends them to the
MME to which the second DeNB belongs;
The MME to which the second DeNB belongs
forwards the handover command to the MME to
which the first DeNB belongs;
The MME to which the first DeNB belongs for-
wards the handover command to the first DeNB.

14. A base station, wherein, comprising:

Receiving module, which is used to receive the
handover command sent by the first DeNB when
the relay node under the first DeNB needs to be
handed over to the base station, and the hando-
ver command carries the frequency information
used for the relay node;
Judging module, which is used to judge whether
it is necessary to allocate corresponding back-
haul link resource for the relay node according
to the frequency information carried in handover
request and received by the receiving module;
Allocating module, which is used to allocate cor-
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responding backhaul link resource for the relay
node when the judgment result of the judging
module is yes;
Sending module, which is used to configure the
backhaul link resource information allocated for
the relay node to the relay node.

15. The base station according to claim 14, wherein, the
receiving module is specifically used to:

Receive the handover request sent directly by
the first DeNB; or,
Receive the handover request sent by the MME
to which the base station belongs.

16. The base station according to claim 14, wherein,
The judging module is specifically used to judge
whether it is necessary to allocate corresponding
backhaul link resource for the relay node according
to the frequency information used for the relay node
and that of the target cell to which the relay node
needs to be handed over;
The the sending module is also used to notify the
relay node of the indication information that indicates
it is unnecessary to allocate backhaul link resource
when the judgment result of the judging module is no.

17. The base station according to claim 14, wherein, the
allocating module is specifically used to allocate
backhaul link resource for the relay node according
to the backhaul link resource information allocated
for the relay node by the first DeNB and the corre-
sponding preset rules;
Wherein, the backhaul link resource information al-
located for the relay node by the first DeNB is ac-
quired through the received handover request sent
by the first DeNB or the information sent by the relay
node.

18. The base station according to claim 14, wherein, the
sending module is specifically used to:

Carry the backhaul link resource information al-
located for the relay node by the allocating mod-
ule in handover command and return them to
the first DeNB, and the first DeNB configures
the backhaul link resource information to the re-
lay node; or,
Configure the backhaul link resource informa-
tion allocated for the relay node by the allocating
module to the relay node through a reconfigu-
ration process after the completion of donor cell
handover of the relay node.

19. The base station according to claim 18, wherein, the
sending module is specifically used to:

Configure the complete information of the back-

haul link resource allocated for the relay node
to the relay node; or,
Configure the change information, which is ac-
quired by comparing the backhaul link resource
allocated for the relay node with that allocated
by the first DeNB for the relay node, to the relay
node.

20. The base station according to any of claims 15, 16
and 18, wherein, the sending module is specifically
used to:

When receiving the handover request sent di-
rectly by the first DeNB, the receiving module
carries the backhaul link resource information
allocated for the relay node, or the indication in-
formation that indicates it is unnecessary to al-
locate backhaul link resource, in handover com-
mand, and returns them to the first DeNB direct-
ly; or,
When receiving the handover request sent by
the MME to which the second DeNB belongs,
the receiving module carries the backhaul link
resource information allocated for the relay
node, or the indication information that indicates
it is unnecessary to allocate backhaul link re-
source, in handover command, and forwards
them to the first DeNB through the MME to which
the base station belongs and the MME to which
the first DeNB belongs.

21. The base station according to claim 14, wherein,
comprising:

Acquiring module, which is used to acquire fre-
quency information of the relay node through
establishing process of X2 interface with relay
node served by the base station, or configuration
update process of the base station, or RRC sig-
naling;
The sending module is also used to send the
frequency information of the relay node acquired
by the acquiring module to other DeNBs when
the relay node served by the base station needs
to be handed over to other DeNBs.

22. A resource allocation method, wherein, comprising:

When the relay node under the first DeNB needs
to be handed over to the second DeNB, the relay
node receives the backhaul link resource infor-
mation allocated for the relay node by the sec-
ond DeNB;
The relay node configures corresponding re-
source by use of the backhaul link resource in-
formation, and establishes corresponding serv-
ice connection with the second DeNB.
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23. The method according to claim 22, wherein, the relay
node receives the backhaul link resource information
allocated for the relay node by the second base sta-
tion, comprising:

The relay node receives the handover command
which is returned by the first DeNB and carries
the backhaul link resource information allocated
for the relay node by the second DeNB, and the
second DeNB forwards the handover command
to the relay node through the first DeNB; or,
After the completion of donor cell handover of
the relay node, the relay node acquires, through
the reconfiguration process with the second
DeNB, the backhaul link resource information
allocated for the relay node by the second
DeNB.

24. The method according to claim 22, wherein, before
the relay node receives the backhaul link resource
information allocated for the relay node by the sec-
ond base station, it also comprises:

After the completion of donor cell handover of
the relay node, the relay node sends the back-
haul link resource information configured by the
first DeNB to the second DeNB, so as to make
the second DeNB allocate new backhaul link re-
source information for the relay node according
to the backhaul link resource information.

25. A relay node, wherein, comprising:

Receiving module, which is used to receive the
handover command returned by the second
DeNB, and the handover command carries the
backhaul link resource information allocated for
the relay node by the second DeNB;
Processing module, which is used to configure
corresponding resource according to the back-
haul link resource information received by the
receiving module, and establishes correspond-
ing service connection with the second DeNB.

26. The relay node according to claim 25, wherein, the
receiving module is specifically used to:

Receive the handover command which is re-
turned by the first DeNB and carries the back-
haul link  resource information allocated for the
relay node by the second DeNB, and the second
DeNB forwards the handover command to the
relay node through the first DeNB; or,
Acquire the backhaul link resource information
allocated for the relay node by the second DeNB
through a reconfiguration process with the sec-
ond DeNB after the completion of donor cell
handover of the relay node.

27. The relay node according to claim 26, wherein, com-
prising:

Sending module, which is used to send the back-
haul link resource information configured by the
first DeNB to the second DeNB after the com-
pletion of donor cell handover of the relay node
to make the second DeNB allocate new back-
haul link resource information to the relay node
according to the backhaul link resource informa-
tion.

23 24 



EP 2 680 640 A1

14



EP 2 680 640 A1

15



EP 2 680 640 A1

16



EP 2 680 640 A1

17



EP 2 680 640 A1

18



EP 2 680 640 A1

19



EP 2 680 640 A1

20



EP 2 680 640 A1

21



EP 2 680 640 A1

22



EP 2 680 640 A1

23



EP 2 680 640 A1

24

REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION

This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

• CN 201110032866 [0001]


	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report

