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(54) Computer implemented system and method for controlling interchangeable EV charging-
capable parking spaces

(57) A centralized server-based system and method
for managing and reserving parking spaces capable of
charging an EV, that is, a plug-in hybrid or fully electric
vehicle, treats sets of parking spaces as interchangeable
pooled resources. An EV motorist can book a reservation
with charging of the EV by specifying parking in a desired
location. Parking spaces serve dual uses for parking
alone or parking with charging. The parking spaces are
handled as a common parking pool, such as on one side
of a city block, and each space has equal access to a
charging station. The server determines charging capac-
ity availability within a time window and the motorist can
choose a parking time up to or beyond, if permitted, the
maximum charging time needed to charge the EV. Non-
EV motorists can similarly reserve parking within a park-
ing pool with the server ensuring optimal use of charging
capacity and parking spaces.
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Description

Field

[0001] This application relates in general to motor ve-
hicle parking control and management and, in particular,
to a computer-implemented system and method for man-
aging interchangeable EV charging-capable parking
spaces.

Background

[0002] Until recently, the internal combustion engine,
whether powered by gasoline, diesel or some other form
of fossil fuel, has been a ubiquitous part of nearly every
modem automobile. The near-universal use of the inter-
nal combustion engine has fed an unrelenting reliance
on fossil fuels and contributed to pollution and global
warming. Over the last two decades, increasing fuel pric-
es, a shared desire to conserve scarce natural resources
and government mandates for higher-efficiency vehicles
have stimulated the development of automobiles that ei-
ther combine an internal combustion engine with electric
power in a hybrid drivetrain, or which use electricity as
the sole power source. Gasoline-electric hybrid vehicles
still retain an internal combustion engine to provide mo-
tive power, electricity-generative power or both. An in-
creasing minority of these vehicles now provide a "plug-
in" feature that allows onboard batteries to be charged
from an external electric charging station, which can ef-
fectively render gasoline power optional, provided the
onboard batteries retain a sufficient charge. Fully electric
vehicles are wholly dependent on external charging, an
aspect that can also lead to a worry in drivers of these
vehicles, known as "range anxiety," that their electric ve-
hicle lacks sufficient driving range and could potentially
leave the driver stranded without battery power or a
means for replenishing that battery power.
[0003] Both plug-in hybrids and fully electric vehicles
belong to the group of electric vehicles ("EVs") that are
dependent, to some degree or entirely, on external elec-
tric charging facilities. While service stations that dis-
pense gasoline and diesel fuel are plentiful, the infra-
structure for charging (or "re-fueling") EVs remains only
sparsely implemented, which feeds into the fears of
range anxiety. Moreover, charging an EV generally takes
a significantly longer amount of time than needed to fill
a tank of gasoline and, as a result, EV drivers must con-
tend with the few available charging stations being tied
up for longer periods of time. While the rate at which an
EV’s battery is charged can be increased, the shorter
charging times are at the cost of battery life, which is
often shortened by the process of rapid charging. Con-
sequently, EV drivers have to adopt driving habits and
charging routines that account for these shortcomings.
[0004] Efficient utilization and sharing of EV charging
stations is paramount to ensuring the success of EVs.
While private charging stations can be installed at home,

these devices are often costly and can require significant
electrical upgrade. On the other hand, publicly-usable
EV charging stations have increasingly become available
as an adjunct to parking facilities, as an EV will effectively
remain parked for whatever time is necessary to charge
the onboard batteries. The need to park an EV for what-
ever time is necessary to charge the onboard batteries
is in contrast to the transitory nature of refueling with
gasoline or diesel at a service station, where vehicles
frequently come and go. For that reason, parking lot op-
erators, storeowners, restaurateurs, inn keepers, and
other interests catering to or reliant upon business from
motorists who need to park their vehicles see the provi-
sioning of charging stations as a way to incentivize cus-
tomers to patronize their establishments. However, the
first-come, first-served usage model is inadequate to en-
suring charging station availability for EV drivers. More-
over, for these individuals who own or provide charging
stations to maximally benefit from this resource, an array
of charging stations must be managed in a way that max-
imizes their profitable usage, yet is easy for EV drivers,
and has enforceable restrictions that prevent abuse.
Conventional EV charging station solutions fail to suffi-
ciently address these concerns.
[0005] There is a need for providing efficacious utiliza-
tion of EV charging infrastructure that balances both
charging capacity and parking by EV and non-EVs alike.

Summary

[0006] A centralized server-based system and method
for managing and reserving parking spaces capable of
charging an EV, that is, a plug-in hybrid or fully electric
vehicle, treats sets of parking spaces as interchangeable
pooled resources. A motorist of an EV can book a parking
reservation with charging of the EV by specifying parking
in a desired location. Parking spaces serve dual uses for
parking alone or parking with charging. The parking spac-
es are handled as a common parking pool, such as the
parking spaces on one side of a city block, and each
parking space has equal access to a charging station.
The server determines charging capacity availability
within a parking time window and the motorist can choose
a parking time up to or beyond, if permitted, the maximum
charging time needed to charge the EV. Motorists of non-
EVs can similarly reserve parking within a parking pool
with the server ensuring optimal use of charging capacity
and parking spaces.
[0007] One embodiment provides a computer-imple-
mented system and method for managing interchange-
able EV charging-capable parking spaces. A parking pool
that includes a plurality of parking spaces and at least
one charging station with one or more charging ports is
formed. All of the parking spaces in the parking pool have
equal access to the at least one charging station. Each
parking space is interchangeably reservable by motor-
ists. The at least one charging station includes an aggre-
gate charging capacity that is less than or equal to a total
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number of the charging ports. A request from a motorist
with an EV for parking with charging is received. The
request includes a desired duration to park in the parking
pool and a start time. The parking spaces in the parking
pool that are currently-occupied by other vehicles and
any reservations by other motorists to park their vehicles
in the parking pool concurrent to the current time for the
desired duration are identified. A number of the parking
spaces in the parking pool that are available at the current
time free of the currently-occupied parking spaces and
the parking spaces in the parking pool that will be used
to fulfill the reservations are determined. Time available
to park in the parking pool through the desired duration
free of the currently-occupied parking spaces and the
parking spaces in the parking pool that will be used to
fulfill the reservations is determined. Availability of charg-
ing capacity in the parking spaces in the parking pool that
are currently-occupied by other vehicles and any reser-
vations by other motorists to park and charge their vehi-
cles in the parking pool concurrent to the current time for
the desired duration is determined. A reservation for the
motorist is created, contingent on the availability of the
charging capacity allowing charging of the EV from the
start time through the desired duration, provided that the
number of available parking spaces in the parking pool
and the time available are sufficient to satisfy the desired
duration of the request beginning at the current time.
[0008] The foregoing system and method provides
several advantages over conventional approaches to EV
charging infrastructure management. First, by aggregat-
ing reservations across interchangeable dual use park-
ing spaces, short time gaps in parking space usage can
be consolidated, which reduces fragmentation and can
raise the overall level of parking space occupancy. Inter-
changeable dual use parking reservations require less
equipment, as one parking meter per parking space is
no longer necessary. As well, offering charging to EVs
through a pooled parking approach better utilizes a
scarce resource subject to unpredictable demand. EV
drivers gain predictability in access to charging facilities,
which encourages use of their vehicles and can contrib-
ute to lowering fossil fuel dependency and pollution. Fi-
nally, interleaving parking and charging through a shared
infrastructure maximizes resource utilization, as each
parking space serves dual uses that over time result in
an overall usage level better than would be obtained by
dedicated parking or charging alone.
[0009] In addition, managing parking and EV-charging
allows the drivers of EVs to charge their EV at the same
time that they are doing some other activity that typically
entails parking, like working, shopping, traveling, playing,
and so on. Moreover, dual use parking spaces, that is,
parking spaces that are capable of charging an EV and
usable for parking, do not sit idle, as an unused resource,
when there is no demand for charging yet there is de-
mand for parking.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0010]

FIGURE 1 is a diagram showing a computer-imple-
mented system for managing interchangeable EV
charging-capable parking spaces in accordance with
one embodiment.
FIGURE 2 is a functional block diagram showing the
components of the system of FIGURE 1.
FIGURE 3 is a flow diagram showing a computer-
implemented method for managing interchangeable
EV charging-capable parking spaces in accordance
with one embodiment.
FIGURE 4 is a flow diagram showing a routine for
processing reservation requests for use in the meth-
od of FIGURE 3.
FIGURE 5 is a flow diagram showing a routine for
determining a number of available parking spaces
for use in the method of FIGURE 3.
FIGURE 6 is a flow diagram showing a routine for
determining parking time available for use in the
method of FIGURE 3.
FIGURE 7 is a flow diagram showing a routine for
determining the availability of requested charging
capacity for use in the method of FIGURE 3.
FIGURE 8 is a flow diagram showing a routine for
processing reservation check-ins for use in the meth-
od of FIGURE 3.

Detailed Description

Parking Services Infrastructure

[0011] In addition to having to park their vehicles when
out and about, drivers of electrically-chargeable vehicles
(hereafter, simply "EVs"), such as plug-in hybrid and elec-
tric vehicles, also need to periodically recharge their ve-
hicles, in contrast to the parking-only needs of non-EV
drivers. Motorists, urban residents, local businesses, and
other parties that need to park somewhere are all able
to reserve and use EV charging-capable parking through
centrally-managed parking spaces. The centralized serv-
icing of the EV charging-capable parking spaces effica-
ciously facilitates mixed EV and non-EV parking utiliza-
tion. FIGURE 1 is a diagram showing a computer-imple-
mented system 10 for managing interchangeable EV
charging-capable parking spaces in accordance with one
embodiment. Individual parking spaces 13a-c, each of
which are capable of charging an EV 11, are formed into
a parking pool 12 and can be designated for dual use,
which includes charging and parking usage by an EV 11
or parking-only usage by any vehicle, whether an EV or
non-EV. The parking spaces 13a-c are managed as a
common pool, whether the individual parking spaces
13a-c are physically adjacent to each other or disbursed.
[0012] For simplicity, parking, whether controlled by lo-
cal government or privately owned, and regardless of
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whether curbside, on a driveway, in cutouts in front of a
driveway ("curbcuts"), within a parking lot, or in other
physical locations will henceforth be called simply "park-
ing."
[0013] Parking within pools 12 of interchangeably re-
servable EV charging-capable parking spaces 13a-c,
whether for charging and parking by an EV 11 or for park-
ing only by any vehicle, whether an EV or non-EV, can
be requested ahead of time by a motorist through cen-
tralized parking services or on-site using a parking meter
or appliance or, in a further embodiment, a virtual overlay
communications device, such as a GPS device, a smart
phone, a regular phone with an automated menu, aug-
mented reality glasses, an audio player, or other similar
devices. Parking can be managed to allow only EVs to
charge and park, to allow any vehicle, whether an EV or
non-EV, to park in any parking space 13a-c at any time,
or to only allow specific kinds of vehicles to park at certain
times. The system can be configured to allow only parking
reserved in advance, or to also accommodate on-the-
spot parking. When offered, conventional first-come,
first-served on-street parking may be subject to applica-
ble parking restrictions and prohibitions and local restric-
tions. First-come, first-served on-street parking is also
limited by any pending parking reservations for the park-
ing spaces 13a-c in the parking pool 12 affected where
the on-street parking is desired. Additionally, the appli-
cable parking restrictions and prohibitions, local restric-
tions and price may automatically change, based on fixed
rules by time of day, or could be revised dynamically
based on parking or charging demand, electricity market
price or on some other metric, provided that such dynam-
ic adjustments will not affect reservations made in ad-
vance. For example, the parking services 33 could re-
strict mid-day parking to EVs only to take advantage of
higher charging demand and allow any vehicle, whether
an EV or non-EV, to park (and charge, if desired) in the
morning and evening, when charging demand is lower.
The system could automatically set the parking restric-
tions based on demand, as reflected, for instance, by
requests for parking reservations, or by past usage pat-
terns.
[0014] Parking support equipment, as variously con-
figured and further described, provide the functions need-
ed to reserve and manage dual use parking. In one em-
bodiment, each parking space 13a-c has an assigned
single-space parking meter 14a-c, each of which respec-
tively includes dynamic signage 15a-c for indicating park-
ing and charging availability, such as "Reserved," "Paid"
and "Short Term Parking Only," and a vehicle occupancy
sensor 16a-c, such as a video or still camera, for detect-
ing vehicle occupancy in the assigned parking space
13a-c. In a further embodiment, dynamically-updated
signage 18 located adjacent or near to the parking spaces
13a-c advises motorists of on-street parking and charg-
ing availability and duration 19, plus whether any current
pending reservations may affect any unoccupied parking
spaces 13b-c. If the charging stations 21a-c assigned to

a parking pool 12 associated with the signage 18 have
an aggregate charging capacity that is less than what is
needed to simultaneously power the total number of ports
22a-c, as further described, the signage 18 would indi-
cate (limited) charging and parking availability. The park-
ing advisory displayed by the signage 18 could apply
locally to just those parking spaces 13a-c to which the
signage is near, to one city block face, to an entire city
block, or any other area of parking interest. Ideally, the
signage 18 displays the parking advisory large enough
to allow motorists to read the information necessary to
making a decision on parking without getting out of their
vehicles. A vehicle occupancy sensor 24, such as a video
or still camera, collectively measures occupancy of all of
the parking spaces 13a-c. In a further embodiment, the
parking services 33 can notify parking enforcement au-
thorities when a motorist has parked in a parking space
13a-c without a reservation, payment or other form of
authorization, such as a disabled parking permit. In a still
further embodiment, the parking services can physically
block or permit access to the parking spaces 13a-c by
deploying motorized posts (bollards) (not shown) that rise
or drop below street level under system control, thereby
serving the dual purposes of physically blocking reserved
parking spaces and visually reinforcing that parking is
not presently permitted.
[0015] On-site, motorists can interact with the central-
ized parking services that handle the parking spaces 13a-
c assigned to the parking pool 12 through each parking
meter 15a-c or via a centralized parking kiosk 17, as well
as through a parking appliance (not shown), which in-
cludes the motorist contacting the parking services and
the parking services contacting the motorist, either per-
sonally or through a broadcast message, as permitted
by the motorist. Off-site, such as from a vehicle that is
en route, motorists can interact with the centralized park-
ing services through a virtual overlay communications
device, such as a GPS device, a mobile phone, or other
similar onboard or vehicle-mounted devices. In addition,
when a motorist has a virtual overlay communications
device and provides contact information, the parking
service 33 could initiate communication with a motorist
to provide an update on a waitlisted parking reservation
request or other type of authorized parking status. Still
other devices with which to interact with the parking serv-
ices are possible.
[0016] Each of the parking spaces 13a-c in the parking
pool 12 has equal access to a charging station 21a-c,
which is hardware that provides electrical charging to an
EV 11. Each charging station 21a-c has one or more
ports 22a-c, which are electrical connections 23 for in-
terfacing an EV 11 with a charging station 21a-c. The
charging stations 21a-c assigned to the parking spaces
13a-c in a parking pool 12 have sufficient ports 22a-c to
provide equal access to charging to all of the parking
spaces 13a-c. However, an individual charging station
could lack the capacity to actively drive a charging current
through all of the ports 22a-c on that charging station at
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the same time. In that configuration, EVs could be
plugged into the charging station, but would not be ac-
tively charging until charging capacity becomes availa-
ble, for instance, upon the departure of another EV 11
plugged into that charging station or when another EV
11 completes charging, yet remains parked. In this case
of limited charging capacity, a motorist can park and plug
in an EV 11, even if charging does not begin immediately,
with no need to return to the EV 11 to turn a charging
system on, or off, in the middle of a reservation for parking
with charging. In addition, the ports 22a-c may be con-
figurable to charge an EV 11 at different rates, where a
high-powered port will charge in EV 11 in less time than
a low-power port. Further, a single charging station 21a-
c could physically include more charging ports 22a-c than
the charging station 21a-c could simultaneously electri-
cally support in terms of charging capacity, which allows
the parking services 33 to appropriately size the charging
station hardware for typical EV charging demand instead
of for maximum demand. The ports 22a-c can be phys-
ically interfaced to an EV 11 through a cable that could
be stored when not in use, for example, below ground,
above ground hanging from the charging station 22a-c
or an overhead rack, or in a container above ground.
Other forms of cabled charging are possible.
[0017] In a further embodiment, the ports 22a-c could
use a form of cable-less inductive charging that do not
require wired electrical connections for plugging an EV
11 into a charging station 21a-c. Inductive charging al-
lows charging to commence without first requiring that a
physical cable-type electrical connection 23 be made into
an available port 22a-c (or worrying about handling dirty
or tangled electrical cords), and an EV 11 only needs to
park over the inductive charging pad to charge or be lo-
cated in a position relative to the inductive charging pad
to be charged, as appropriate to the type of inductive
charging pad used. Inductive charging pads are embed-
ded under the surface of a parking space 13a-c, or other
suitable location, and a vehicle occupancy sensor 16a-
c, 20 senses that a vehicle has parked. Other forms of
cable-free charging are possible.
[0018] The management of the charging of an EV 11
may be performed autonomously using onboard hard-
ware in each EV 11, which would only require an electrical
connection 23 to each port 22a-c, or by the charging sta-
tion 21a-c, provided that the charging station 21a-c is
properly outfitted with charging software appropriate to
each type of EV 11. The charging of an EV 11 can begin
immediately upon being physically connected to a charg-
ing station 21a-c or, in a further embodiment, upon po-
sitioning the EV 11 over an inductive charging pad or be
located in a position relative to the inductive charging pad
to be charged, as appropriate to the type of inductive
charging pad used. Alternatively, charging could be con-
figured to commence only after the driver presses a con-
trol in the EV 11 or on the charging station 21a-c, which
provides a physical confirmation from the driver that
charging is desired, the cost for which is then knowingly

incurred. If the parking time exceeds the time needed to
charge the EV, the actual delivery of electricity to the EV
11 from the charging station 21a-c need not happen im-
mediately and could be deferred or scheduled to be de-
livered at some point during the charging and parking
reservation. In a further embodiment, the charging station
21a-c could proactively ask a driver if charging is desired
when the charging station 21a-c senses that the EV 11
needs charging.

Components

[0019] Parking management and reservation services
("parking services") are adaptable to operating on differ-
ent configurations of parking support equipment.
[0020] Each configuration of parking support equip-
ment provides the following functions:

1) Indicating whether charging is available (permit-
ted) within a parking pool of parking spaces and for
how long.
2) Indicating whether parking is available (permitted)
within a parking pool of parking spaces and for how
long.
3) Indicating whether there are current pending park-
ing with charging or parking-only reservations for any
unoccupied parking spaces.
4) Sensing and logging the occupancy state of park-
ing spaces for parking with charging or parking-only.
5) Supporting user interactions with the parking serv-
ices.

[0021] Other functions, including functions needed to
provide legacy support for traditional individually-reserv-
able parking, as well as showing current and future price
for parking with charging or parking only, are possible.
[0022] The parking services are provided through a
centrally-managed hub from which a range of different
types of components provide vehicle occupancy inputs
and user outputs for creating charging and parking and
parking-only reservations and displaying parking status.
FIGURE 2 is a functional block diagram showing the com-
ponents 30 of the system 10 of FIGURE 1. The parking
services 33 rely upon identifying which motorists or ve-
hicles are arriving, occupying and departing, which ena-
bles the parking services 33 to account for charges prop-
erly upon vehicle departure or, if charging, for the costs
of charging while parked. In one embodiment, a motorist
checks-in to a particular parking space 13a-c ("pay-by-
space") when parking and vehicle occupancy sensors
identify when the vehicle 11 leaves the parking space
13a-c. In a further embodiment, parking reservations are
assigned by location and a motorist checks-in to a parking
pool 12 of parking spaces 13a-c ("pay-by-pool" or "pay-
by-location") and vehicle occupancy sensors identify
when the vehicle 11 leaves from the parking space 13a-
c within the parking pool 12.
[0023] The parking services are provided through cen-
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trally-operated parking servers 32 that can be remotely
accessed by users over a wide area public data commu-
nications network, such as the Internet, using wired or
wireless connections. The parking services 33 are serv-
er-based and implemented on the parking servers 32,
which may be provided through cloud-based services 31
or by dedicated servers (not shown). Similarly, storage
of parking data may also be provided through cloud-
based storage 34 or by dedicated storage (not shown).
The parking servers 32 communicate with governmental
transportation department officials or their equivalent for
setting parking policies, enforcing parking regulations,
prohibitions and, if applicable, local restrictions and mon-
itoring system performance. In addition, the parking serv-
ers 32 can communicate with drivers, city residents, mer-
chants, parking enforcement officers, and other stake-
holders for the various types of parking services provid-
ed.
[0024] These users can communicate with and provide
payment to the parking services 33 through various types
of devices, depending upon the location of the user, the
context of the communications and, if applicable, form of
payment. To request parking with charging or parking-
only reservations or to interact with parking services 33,
users can access the parking servers 32 through, for in-
stance, a personal or tablet computer 43 using a Web
browser or similar application 44, a GPS device 45 with
a parking application, a parking application on a wireless
mobile device 46, such as a smart phone or similar wire-
less-capable and Web-enabled device, and a parking
meter or appliance 47 located at curbside or near to the
parking spaces 13a-c, for instance, on a sidewalk. Pay-
ment in currency can be collected at curbside by the park-
ing meter or appliance 47 and payment, including preau-
thorizations for parking, using an electronic form of pay-
ment, such as a credit or debit card, can be collected at
curbside or remotely by the parking services 33. Other
types of fixed or mobile user communication devices are
possible.
[0025] The parking servers 32 maintain lists or data-
bases of parking data, which may be changed by the
parking services 33 as needed. The parking data in-
cludes a set of parking reservations ("Resvs") 35 for park-
ing with charging and parking-only at future times or on-
the-spot "instant" parking; parking space occupancy data
("Occup") 36 indicating which parking spaces are cur-
rently occupied by a vehicle; a set of parking time regu-
lations ("Regs") 37 that typically apply to all of the parking
spaces, including the amount of time allowed for charging
and for parking without charging; a list or database of the
interchangeable parking spaces and charging stations in
each of the parking pools ("Spaces") 38; information
about the electrical capabilities of the charging stations
("Chg Stn") 39; a waitlist of parking with charging and
parking-only reservation requests ("Waitlist") 40 that
have not yet been fulfilled or requests to extend the time
on an existing parking reservation and contact informa-
tion for drivers to notify them of reservation status, waitlist

status, charging status, changing fee structures, or other
relevant information, as appropriate to the type of parking
reservation desired; a library of information about EV
models and their batteries ("EVs") 41 for use in estimating
the time needed to charge the battery in a particular mod-
el of EV; and a list of local restrictions ("Local Restrix")
42 on parking and contact information for local enforce-
ment officers. Other parking data may also be stored for
use by parking services 33.
[0026] The status of parking within a parking pool 12
is provided through dynamic signage 48 that is also lo-
cated at curbside or nearby. The dynamic signage 48
can be a single sign or separate signs associated with
individual parking spaces 13a-c, such as provided on a
parking meter or appliance. Other types of dynamic sig-
nage are possible.
[0027] The parking services 33 tracks the occupancy
state of parking spaces 13a-c, both individually and as
part of a parking pool 12, through vehicle occupancy sen-
sors 49, such as video or still cameras, magnetic sensors,
or ultrasonic sensors, located at curbside or nearby. Each
sensor 49 determines whether one or more parking spac-
es 13a-c is currently occupied by a vehicle 11 or is avail-
able for parking. One sensor 49 can be assigned to each
parking space 13a-c or a single sensor 49 can be de-
ployed to monitor several parking spaces 13a-c, such as
the parking spaces 13a-c within a parking pool 12. Other
types of sensors are possible.
[0028] Each of the parking spaces 13a-c in the parking
pool 12 has equal access to a charging station 21a-c, as
every parking space 13a-c is capable of providing charg-
ing and parking or parking only. The charging stations
21a-c can be distributed with one charging station 21a-
c assigned to each individual parking space 13a-c. Alter-
natively, charging station access can be provided com-
munally through a charging station hub (not shown) that
is capable of charging a plurality of EVs and which can
be equipped to accommodate EVs with different charging
connector requirements. Other types of charging stations
are possible.
[0029] In further embodiments, the foregoing compo-
nents can be supplemented by additional functionality to
enhance system usability. For instance, the parking serv-
ices 33 could notify the driver of an EV 11, for example,
by phone call, text message, email, or via display at a
charging station 21a-c, when charging starts, that the EV
11 has been charged, of the estimated charge time after
the EV 11 is plugged-in (or, in a further embodiment,
parked over an inductive charging pad), when a parking
with charging or parking-only reservation has expired or
is close to ending, or when a waitlisted reservation 40
becomes available or the option to extend a parking with
charging reservation is available. Estimated charge time
could be determined by an assessment of the state-of-
charge of an EV’s battery, which could be assessed by
a measurement made by the charging station 21a-c or
from driver input of battery type and any vehicle indication
of charge level. Other types of system usability enhance-
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ments are possible.
[0030] In still further embodiments, the foregoing com-
ponents can also be supplemented by additional func-
tionality to enhance utilization of a scarce resource. Pric-
ing could be structured to discourage charging capacity
waste and abuse. For example, the pricing structure for
charging an EV 11 could be based on the amount of
electricity used, the amount of time that the charging sta-
tion 21a-c is in-use, or on a per-use flat fee basis. The
pricing structure could also offer fast or slow charging
from the same charging station 21a-c with different rates
for each. Price could be, for instance, structured to incent
faster charging or short stays using a price per unit of
electricity used or a price per unit time that increases
over time. As well, the parking services 33 may want to
assess higher fees for fast charging, as the hardware
must handle higher electrical current outflow and there-
fore costs more than the hardware for a slow charger or,
alternatively, lower fees for fast charging, as faster charg-
ing potentially shortens the life of an EV’s battery. Finally,
a motorist could sell electricity back to the parking serv-
ices 33 by allowing a charging station 21a-c to draw elec-
tric power from an EV 11 and thereby contribute back to
the power grid, albeit for compensation or credits.
[0031] Pricing could also be designed to create higher
turnover of the charging station 21a-c and the parking
spaces 13a-c. The parking services 33 could charge a
premium fee for parking beyond the time needed to
charge an EV 11, impose extra fees or penalties if a ve-
hicle is not moved within a set time window after the end
of a reservation, or refund fees to a driver who vacates
a parking space 13a-c before a parking with charging or
parking-only reservation has ended. On the other hand,
the parking services 33 could require pre-payment on a
parking with charging or parking-only reservation to dis-
courage unused reservations, while concomitantly pro-
viding the ability of one driver to buy out another driver’s
reservation. Thus, if a driver is in dire need of a charge
and there are no charging stations free of parking with
charging reservations, the driver could offer to pay a pre-
mium fee if another driver is willing to leave early or aban-
don a parking with charging reservation, for which the
second driver will be compensated. The system would
notify all drivers that are currently charging or holding a
reservation that someone wants to buy out their parking
with charging reservation. Those drivers could then
choose whether to accept the offer and vacate the spot
or the reservation. Finally, the parking services 33 could
place a limit on the total number of reservations, whether
parking with charging or parking only, that one driver can
make in a given period of time to prevent abuse of the
reservations system and preclude illicit financial gain by
booking more time than needed, with exceptions to the
limit granted to delivery drivers or other motorists who
have a bona fide need to park frequently. This limit can
be enforced using the driver’s name, credit card, vehicle
identifying information, such as license plate, or other
identifying information. Other types of scarce resource

utilization enhancements are possible.

Parking Services Methodology

[0032] The reserving and use of a pool 12 of parking
spaces 13a-c and charging stations 21a-c that can be
used for both parking any vehicle, whether an EV or non-
EV, and for both parking with charging EVs is aimed at
maximizing the utilization of both the parking spaces 13a-
c and charging stations 21a-c, while providing a service
that makes owning and driving an EV easier. The system
provides two shared services, parking with charging, and
the approach to managing these services is significantly
different from the approach used in managing stations
that are used only for parking or only for charging. Here,
all the parking spaces 13a-c for parking with charging
are treated as interchangeable within a parking pool 12
and the parking service 33 can choose to make some or
all of parking spaces 13a-c in the parking pool 12 open
to reservation. The operator can also choose to limit the
number of parking spaces 13a-c used for parking with
charging or for parking only.

Dual Use Parking Methodology

[0033] The pool 12 of parking spaces 13a-c and charg-
ing stations 21a-c are centrally managed to facilitate dual
parking with charging and parking-only use. FIGURE 3
is a flow diagram showing a computer-implemented
method 60 for managing interchangeable EV charging-
capable parking spaces in accordance with one embod-
iment. The method 60 is performed as a series of process
steps by the parking servers 32 (shown in FIGURE 2) or
other computing devices in collaboration with driver de-
vices, plus onboard location sensors, check-in and con-
firmation devices, parking meters or appliances, charg-
ing stations, deployed dynamic signage, and vehicle oc-
cupancy sensors.
[0034] Dual use parking is managed by handling three
concurrent sets of processes (steps 61-65) as follows.
In one set of processes, reservation requests for parking
with charging and parking only are received and booked
(step 62), as further described below with reference to
FIGURE 4. Other types of parking reservation requests
may also be concurrently processed. In a second set of
processes, parking reservation check-ins and confirma-
tions are handled (step 63), as further described below
with reference to FIGURE 8. Finally, in a third set of proc-
esses, changes to booked parking reservations are proc-
essed (step 64). Scheduling changes to booked parking
reservations are only permitted under the same criteria
applied when originally granted. Specifically, a parking
reservation may be changed if the parking spaces 13b-
c at the new start time are physically available based on
both any unfulfilled pending parking reservations, that is,
parking reservations that have not yet started, and any
parking spaces in the desired parking pool that are cur-
rently occupied by another vehicle, as well as being per-
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mitted by any applicable parking regulations and prohi-
bitions and local restrictions. Scheduling changes can
include requesting additional or less parking with charg-
ing or parking-only time, rescheduling or postponing a
booked parking reservation, and canceling a booked res-
ervation. In addition, the requestors of any waitlisted
parking with charging and parking-only reservation re-
quests that have not yet been fulfilled or extended are
notified if a change or cancelation of a booked reservation
makes granting of the waitlisted parking reservation re-
quest possible, assuming that the requestor has not
preauthorized acceptance and payment. Other types of
changes to booked parking reservations are possible.
Other sets of concurrent processes are possible. The
first two sets of processes will now be discussed in detail.

Processing Dual Use Reservations

[0035] Reservation requests for parking with charging
and parking only are concurrently received and booked.
FIGURE 4 is a flow diagram showing a routine 70 for
processing reservation requests for use in the 60 method
of FIGURE 3. The method is carried out as a single trans-
action on unchanging data. The parking services 33 first
receives a request from a motorist for a parking reserva-
tion (step 71), which includes the location of a parking
pool 12 and a requested start time and duration or, alter-
natively, a start time and an end time. The motorist also
identifies the type of parking reservation, that is, parking
with charging or parking only (step 72). If the motorist
indicates that EV charging is required, in addition to park-
ing (step 73), the time needed for charging the motorist’s
particular model of EV 11 can be determined (step 74),
although the motorist could request charging for only a
certain time or energy, regardless of the actual computed
time needed for (fully) charging or of any lack of knowl-
edge of the actual time needed for charging.
[0036] Although the motorist includes a requested
parking duration with the parking reservation request, the
motorist might not know how the amount of time actually
needed for charging the EV 11. To ensure that the mo-
torist’s expectations are adequately addressed, the park-
ing services 33 can evaluate the duration of the parking
reservation request in light of the amount of time needed
by the reserved charging station 21a-c to charge the EV
11. For instance, the model of EV being parked by the
motorist can be determined, either by the motorist man-
ually identifying the EV model or by an automated query
of the EV 11. The system then would consult the library
of information about EV models and their batteries 41
(shown in FIGURE 2) to estimate the maximum amount
of charging time needed. EV battery charging time can
vary by the electrical capabilities of the charging stations
21a-c and, for some charging stations 21a-c, the charg-
ing load expected.
[0037] EV charging utilizes a scarce resource and
proper use and sharing is a matter of public interest. Own-
ers or operators of charging stations 21a-c may therefore

limit how long past the need to charge an EV 11 a motorist
will be allowed to park, which the parking services 33 can
implement by setting a maximum parking with charging
reservation duration. For example, the maximum dura-
tion could be a combination of the maximum time needed
to charge the battery as assessed by the model of EV,
plus a grace period. The system could also allocate an
amount of time for a parking with charging reservation
based on the estimate of the time needed to fully charge
the EV 11 and require that the motorist move the EV 11
early if charging finishes sooner than estimated.
[0038] The maximum amount of parking with charging
time is communicated to the motorist, who can then make
an informed decision about the actual parking time need-
ed. The motorist may need to confirm the requirement to
move the EV 11 earlier than the full parking duration if
charging takes less time than estimated. In a further em-
bodiment, the reservation time may be later extended
when permitted by circumstances.
[0039] The number of available parking spaces 13b-c
in the parking pool 12 for the requested start time is de-
termined (step 75), as further described infra with refer-
ence to FIGURE 5. If no parking spaces 13b-c are avail-
able (step 76), the reservation request fails and the mo-
torist is notified of the parking service’s inability to grant
the request (step 77). In a further embodiment, the park-
ing services 33 optionally offers alternative parking op-
tions within the general area of the parking pool 12 (step
78), which includes identifying other parking pools 12
within a set distance of the requested parking location
with at least a specified amount of time available at the
desired start time. If denied, a parking with charging res-
ervation, the motorist could request to be added to the
waitlist.
[0040] If parking spaces 13b-c are available (step 76),
the time available for parking in the parking pool 12 is
determined (step 79), as further described infra with ref-
erence to FIGURE 6. If an insufficient amount of time is
available to satisfy the reservation request (step 80), the
reservation request is denied and the motorist is notified
of the parking service’s inability to grant the request (step
77) and, in a further embodiment, the parking services
33 optionally identifies alternative parking options (step
78). If denied a parking reservation, the motorist could
request to be added to the waitlist. Otherwise, where
parking is available for a sufficient amount of time (step
80) and the parking reservation request is for parking
only (step 81), the parking services 33 creates a reser-
vation record (step 85) for the requested time and dura-
tion, which is added to the reservations list 35 (shown in
FIGURE 2) and the motorist is notified (step 86).
[0041] If the parking reservation request is for parking
with charging (step 81), the availability of requested
charging capacity of the charging stations 21a-c in the
parking pool 12 is determined (step 82), as further de-
scribed infra with reference to FIGURE 7. The parking
pool 12 at the requested location may be configured with
the number of charging stations 21a-c being less than
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the number of parking spaces 13a-c; even though all of
the parking spaces 13a-c have equal access to the charg-
ing stations 21a-c, the charging stations 21a-c assigned
to the parking pool 12 could have an aggregate charging
capacity that is less than what is needed to simultane-
ously power the total number of ports 22a-c, so an EV
11 could be plugged-in, but not actively charging, pend-
ing the freeing up of charging capacity. Based on the
charging capacity, a start time for charging is determined
(step 83). By default, the parking services 33 is config-
ured to deliver the amount of charging time reserved by
the motorist at some point within the requested charging
and parking reservation time window. However, the sys-
tem can be configured to always begin charging imme-
diately, to charge at the first opportunity that capacity is
available, to charge when electricity price or demand are
at certain levels, or whenever the driver selects, contin-
gent upon on charging capacity availability, as deter-
mined supra. For a parking with charging reservation that
includes parking beyond the time needed to charge the
EV 11, a motorist may want to know when in the reser-
vation the charging will actually begin, which the motorist
can use in deciding whether to return early to the parked
EV 11. The parking services 33 can inform the motorist
at the time of booking the parking with charging reserva-
tion, or upon parking the EV 11, of the earliest and latest
times that charging is expected to start, based on the
server’s knowledge of system capacity, existing reserva-
tions, and any expected changes in demand, electricity
price, or other external factors that are incorporated into
the server’s scheduling.
[0042] If the requested time is more than the amount
of time that is available (step 84), the reservation request
is denied and the motorist is notified of the parking serv-
ice’s inability to grant the request (step 77) and, in a fur-
ther embodiment, the parking services 33 optionally iden-
tifies alternative parking options (step 78). If denied a
parking reservation, the motorist could request to be add-
ed to the waitlist. The available time could be determined
as a single maximum charging time or as the summation
of separate charging intervals within the requested
charging and parking reservation time window, both of
which would be dependent upon charging capacity. Oth-
erwise, (step 84), the parking services 33 creates a res-
ervation record (step 85) for the requested time and du-
ration, which is added to the reservations list 35 (shown
in FIGURE 2) and the motorist is notified (step 86).
[0043] The managing of parking spaces 13a-c as a
parking pool 12 of interchangeably reservable and EV
charging-capable resources provides several benefits.
First, preemption of parking by other motorists is avoided.
Once a motorist makes a reservation in a parking pool
12 of equivalent parking spaces 13a-c, whether for park-
ing with charging or parking only, further reservations
that would preclude the motorist from parking and, if ap-
plicable, charging in the parking pool 12 at the reserved
time will not be allocated by the parking services 33.
Thus, absent interference from parking scofflaws or other

unforeseen circumstances, parking with charging or
parking only are guaranteed. In addition, once a motorist
has accepted a reservation and has parked his vehicle
in the parking pool 12, the motorist is not required to move
the vehicle for the duration of the reservation, or return
to unplug the EV 11, if applicable, as all of the parking
spaces 13a-c in a parking pool 12 have equal access via
plugs or other necessary hardware to charging stations
21a-c and the EV 11 could remain plugged-in or other-
wise physically connected to the charging station 21a-c
whilst parked after completion of charging. If a motorist
wants extend to the duration of a parking session, the
parking services 33 can offer more parking time if reser-
vation cancellations or early departures from any of the
parking spaces 13a-c in the parking pool 12 make more
parking time available, which the system can process
automatically if the motorist preauthorizes a parking time
extension and payment of fees. Similarly, if a vehicle oc-
cupancy sensor 49 detects that a vehicle has left a park-
ing space 13c before the end of the paid or reserved
period, the parking space 13c is made available to other
motorists. Analogously, if a charging station 21a-c finish-
es charging an EV 11 early, the charging station’s ca-
pacity can be made available to other EVs within the park-
ing pool 12 who are awaiting charging. Finally, the pricing
structure and rules about how long a motorist can charge
an EV 11 or park any vehicle, whether an EV or non-EV,
in a parking space 13a-c without charging may automat-
ically change over time based on fixed regulations or
could be dynamically adjusted to reflect demand or other
considerations, provided that such dynamic adjustments
will not affect reservations made in advance.

Determining Available Parking Spaces

[0044] The number of parking spaces 13b-c that are
physically available at a particular point in time depends
upon both any unfulfilled pending parking with charging
and parking-only reservations and any parking spaces
13c in the desired parking pool 12 that are currently oc-
cupied by another vehicle 11, as well as any applicable
parking regulations and prohibitions 37 and local restric-
tions 42. FIGURE 5 is a flow diagram showing a routine
90 for determining a number of available parking spaces
for use in the method 60 of FIGURE 3. The routine is
carried out as a single transaction on unchanging data.
To determine the number of available parking spaces
13a-c, the parking services 33 first retrieves the parking
regulations 37 and local restrictions 42 (shown in FIG-
URE 2) applicable to the parking spaces 13a-c in the
desired parking pool 12, the set of parking with charging
and parking-only reservations 35 for the parking pool 12
that overlap the requested reservation in which the re-
serving motorist’s vehicle has not yet arrived, the parking
with charging and parking-only contracts 36 for the cur-
rently-occupied parking spaces 13c in the parking pool
12, and the total number 38 of parking spaces 13a-c in
the parking pool 12 (step 91). If the requested start time
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is at a time when parking is not allowed (step 92), no
parking is available in the parking pool 12.
[0045] Otherwise, the time intervals for all of the unful-
filled parking with charging and parking-only reservations
35 where the end time of the reservation is after the re-
quested start time are collected (step 93). Similarly, the
time intervals for all of the parking with charging and park-
ing-only contracts 36 for currently-occupied parking
spaces 13c where the end time is after the requested
start time are collected (step 94). The end points from
the two lists of time intervals are joined and sorted in
ascending order by time (step 95). The number of parking
spaces used is set to zero, and the time points in each
time interval in the joined and ordered lists is processed
(steps 96-101), as follows. First, if the time point is the
start time of the current time interval and the time point
occurs before the requested start time (step 97), the
number of parking spaces used is incremented (step 98).
If the time point is the end time of the current time interval
and the time point occurs before the requested start time
(step 99), the number of parking spaces used is decre-
mented (step 100). Processing continues with each of
the remaining time points (step 101). Thereafter (step
101), the number of available parking spaces is set to
the total number of parking spaces 13a-c in the parking
pool 12 less the number of parking spaces used (step
102).
[0046] Depending upon the configuration of the park-
ing pool 12, a portion of the parking spaces 13a-c in the
parking pool 12 might be held for parking by any kind of
vehicle and another portion would be reserved for parking
with charging by EVs. The available parking spaces in
the parking pool 12 are adjusted for each portion of the
parking pool 12 with a separate number of parking spaces
available for parking with charging and a separate
number of parking spaces available for parking only.
When a parking space 13c becomes free, that parking
space’s availability is added to both of the parking avail-
ability numbers, as all parking spaces 13a-c within a park-
ing pool 12 are considered interchangeable. Thus, if the
parking pool 12 is separated into portions (step 103), the
number of available parking spaces for each portion, that
is, parking with charging and parking-only, is limited to
the number of parking spaces allotted to that portion if
the overall number of parking spaces available is greater
than the number of parking spaces in that portion (step
104).
[0047] In further embodiments, the number of available
parking spaces, whether for parking with charging or
parking-only, is determined based upon optimistic or pes-
simistic parking resource utilization forecasts. For exam-
ple, optimistic forecasts include predicting that some ve-
hicles will leave before the end of their reserved parking
period and make currently-occupied parking spaces 13c
potentially free prior to the start time of a requested park-
ing reservation. Optimistic forecasts also include predict-
ing that some motorists will not show up for their parking
with charging and parking-only reservations and poten-

tially leave their parking with charging and parking-only
reservations unused. On the other hand, pessimistic fore-
casts include predicting that some that motorists will dis-
regard parking regulations and existing reservations and
potentially park in the parking spaces 13a-c in a parking
pool 12 without authorization, that is, without paying or
first reserving parking. Other optimistic or pessimistic
parking resource utilization forecasts are possible.
[0048] In still further embodiments, the duration of ve-
hicle occupancy of currently-occupied parking spaces
13c can adjusted based upon payment status. Specifi-
cally, if a parking space 13c is occupied, the parking
space 13c can be considered unavailable for some
amount of time, depending upon the circumstances. For
example, if the use of the parking space 13c is paid, the
parking space 13c could be held from parking with charg-
ing and parking-only reservations until the paid time ex-
pires. However, if the parking space 13c is unpaid, but
the vehicle recently arrived, for instance, within the last
couple of minutes, the parking space 13c could be locked
temporarily from parking with charging and parking-only
reservations for the maximum amount of time that may
be purchased. This time buffer would provide motorists
with time to complete check-in without having their ex-
pected parking time pre-empted by an intervening park-
ing reservation request. Finally, if the parking space 13c
is unpaid and in violation, the parking space 13c should
be considered locked for some configurable amount of
time under a reasonable probability that the vehicle would
be moved or towed. Other adjustments to vehicle occu-
pancy duration are possible.
[0049] In a yet further embodiment, parking with charg-
ing and parking-only reservations for an indefinite dura-
tion are handled in one of two possible ways. First, open-
ended parking with charging and parking-only reserva-
tions, that is, a request for parking with a maximum per-
missible or even undefined ending time, if not otherwise
precluded, can be discouraged by disallowing parking
reservation requests that extend too far into the future.
This option also accommodates the possibility of chang-
ing parking policies over extended periods without the
risk of upsetting existing, albeit indefinite, parking with
charging and parking-only reservations. Alternatively,
open-ended parking with charging and parking-only res-
ervations can be accommodated by simply decreasing
the number of the parking spaces 13a-c in the parking
pool 12 until the vehicle departs from one of the parking
spaces 13c. Other ways to handle indefinite open-ended
parking with charging and parking-only reservations are
possible.
[0050] In a still further embodiment, "minimal spacing
intervals" are introduced that enable the public to park
conveniently and avoid some confrontation, given a cer-
tain degree of uncertainty and delay in human activities.
The sizes of the various intervals are set as policy pa-
rameters by the parking authorities and would typically
be in the range of five to fifteen minutes. The intervals
include:
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• Minimal Gap -- Pre-Reservation Interval. This inter-
val is a minimum gap of time before a pending park-
ing reservation during which another motorist is al-
lowed to park. This interval allows for some uncer-
tainty in case a motorist arrives a few minutes early
for a reservation.

• Minimal Forward Interval. This interval is a minimum
gap of time into the future at which a reservation can
be made. The minimum forward interval reduces the
importance of a race condition between a motorist
pulling into an available parking space 13b-c and an
online user making a competing parking reservation.
By precluding the making of remote reservations that
begin immediately, the parking services 33 favor a
motorist pulling into a parking space and requesting
parking using a parking meter or appliance.

• Minimum Afterwards Interval. This interval is a gap
of time after a parking reservation or the end of a
parking contract before which another parking res-
ervation can be made. The minimum afterwards in-
terval anticipates that motorists sometimes return
late to a parking space and reduces conflicts that
may arise when a motorist is late in returning to move
a vehicle at the end of a parking session. In a yet
further embodiment, the parking authorities may cite
motorists for departing late from their parking space.

• Pre-reservation grace period. This interval is a grace
period provided when a motorist arrives early to a
previously-reserved parking space. Parking policies
may dictate whether an early-arriving motorist must
then give up some time at the end of the reservation
period.

• Late arrival grace period. This interval is a gap of
time during which a motorist can be late in arriving
to park before a parking reservation is cancelled by
the parking services 33. The treatment of late arrivals
to reserved parking spaces can be governed by fur-
ther parking policies. For example, a motorist may
be contacted when the grace period is almost over
and given an opportunity to extend. Alternatively, the
motorist may purchase a "hold guarantee" that holds
the parking reservation for an extended period, such
as 15 minutes and the motorist would get a partial
refund for cancelling the held parking reservation.

• Other minimal spacing intervals are possible.

Determining Available Parking Time

[0051] The time available for parking in a parking pool
12 at a particular point in time depends upon both any
unfulfilled pending parking with charging and parking-
only reservations and any parking spaces 13a in the de-
sired parking pool 12 that are currently occupied by an-
other vehicle 11, whether for parking with charging or
parking only. FIGURE 6 is a flow diagram showing a rou-
tine 110 for determining parking time available for use in
the method 60 of FIGURE 3. This routine determines the
amount of time available for parking in a parking pool 12

at a requested time. The routine is carried out as a single
transaction on unchanging data. To determine the time
available for parking, the parking services 33 first deter-
mines the number of available parking spaces 13b-c in
the parking pool 12 for the requested start time (step
111), as further described supra with reference to FIG-
URE 5. If no parking spaces 13b-c are available (step
112), the reservation request fails. Otherwise, if parking
spaces 13b-c are available (step 112), based upon the
applicable parking regulations, the latest end time for
parking is determined (step 113) as the requested start
time, plus the maximum permitted parking time as of the
requested start time.
[0052] Next, the time intervals for all of the unfulfilled
parking with charging and parking-only reservations that
are in effect between the requested start time and the
latest end time are collected (step 114). Similarly, the
time intervals for all of the parking contracts for currently-
occupied parking spaces 13a where the end time is after
the requested start time are collected (step 115). The
end points from the two lists of time intervals are joined
and sorted in ascending order by time (step 116). The
maximum end time is set to zero, and the time points in
each time interval in the joined and ordered lists are proc-
essed (steps 117-126), as follows. First, the latest end
time for parking based on the current time interval is de-
termined (step 118). If the parking pool 12 is separated
into portions (step 119), the number of available parking
spaces for each portion, that is, parking with charging
and parking-only, is limited to the number of parking spac-
es allotted to that portion if the overall number of parking
spaces available is greater than the number of parking
spaces in that portion (step 120). If the time point is the
end time of the current time interval (step 121), the
number of available parking spaces 13b-c in the parking
pool 12 is incremented (step 122). If the time point is the
start time of the current time interval (step 123), the
number of available parking spaces 13b-c in the parking
pool 12 is decremented and the maximum end time is
set to the start time of the current time interval (step 124).
If the number of available parking spaces 13b-c in the
parking pool 12 is greater than zero (step 125), process-
ing continues with the next time point (step 126). Other-
wise, the maximum available time has been found and
processing of the time points is complete (step 126).

Determining Charging Capacity Availability

[0053] A parking pool 12 may be configured where the
number of charging stations 21a-c is less than the
number of parking spaces 13a-c in the parking pool 12,
which makes simultaneously charging EVs in all of the
parking spaces 13a-c not possible. Each of the parking
spaces 13a-c has equal access to a port 22a-c. Notwith-
standing, the charging stations 21a-c assigned to the
parking pool 12 could have an aggregate charging ca-
pacity that is less than what is needed to simultaneously
power the total number of ports 22a-c, so an EV 11 could
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be plugged-in, but not actively charging, pending the free-
ing up of charging capacity. Here, charging capacity is
defined as the ability of one of the charger in the charging
stations 21a-c to provide the electrical power and energy
needed to charge the battery in an EV 11; the charger
may be limited by safety considerations of the hardware,
the amount of hardware provided, software limitations in
the system determined by the manufacturer, owner or
operator, or other factors. For these types of parking
pools 12, the parking services 33 must determine if there
is the available charging capacity for the requested time
for charging within a requested parking reservation win-
dow. FIGURE 7 is a flow diagram showing a routine 130
for determining the availability of requested charging ca-
pacity for use in the method 60 of FIGURE 3. The routine
is carried out as a single transaction on unchanging data.
Given a set number of parking with charging reserva-
tions, the time at which charging begins and ends within
each reservation can be scheduled using different sched-
uling techniques, which the parking services 33 can vary
or adapt based on demand, capacity, the price of elec-
tricity, a driver’s requested start time, or other factors.
The charging time can be based on either a motorist’s
request for charging time or the parking service’s esti-
mate of the maximum charging time for the EV 11 or on
the maximum allowable charging time, given regulations
37 and local restrictions 42. For example, the parking
services 33 can schedule charging to always begin at
the start of every parking with charging reservation, at
some point within a parking with charging reservation,
broken up into shorter intervals of charging within a park-
ing with charging reservation, as a combination of fast
and slow rates of charging, to maximize the number of
EVs being charged at once, and so forth.
[0054] To determine if the charging stations 21a-c will
have charging capacity available at the requested loca-
tion during the time window set by the requested parking
with charging reservation, the parking services 33 first
retrieves the set of parking with charging reservations 35
for the parking pool 12 that overlap the requested reser-
vation in which the reserving motorist’s vehicle has not
yet arrived and the parking with charging contracts 36
for the currently-occupied parking spaces 13c in the park-
ing pool 12, if applicable, and the total number 38 of park-
ing spaces 13a-c in the parking-with-charging portion of
the parking pool 12 (step 131). The requested reservation
time, as requested by the motorist, is also received (step
132). A scheduling algorithm is run against the unfulfilled
parking with charging reservations 35, either for all of the
parking spaces 13a-c if the parking pools 12 is not ap-
portioned, or against the parking-with-charging portion
of the parking pool 12, and the parking with charging
contracts 36 for currently-occupied parking spaces 13c
(step 133). Scheduling is based on the active charging
provided to the parking spaces 13a-c in the parking pool;
even though all of the parking spaces 13a-c in a parking
pool 12 have equal access to the charging stations 21a-
c, the charging stations 21a-c assigned to the parking

pool 12 could have an aggregate charging capacity that
is less than what is needed to simultaneously power the
total number of ports 22a-c, so an EV 11 could be
plugged-in, but not actively charging, pending the freeing
up of charging capacity. If the scheduling algorithm suc-
ceeds (step 134) so that all reservations, including the
reservation that is being requested at the moment, have
the requested time for active charging, the reservation
request for parking with charging is granted (step 136).
If the scheduling algorithm fails (step 134), which means
that the existing reservations and the reservation that is
being requested do not all have the requested time for
active charging within the respective reservation win-
dows, the request for a reservation for parking with charg-
ing is denied (step 135). If denied, the motorist could
request to be added to the waitlist.
[0055] Optionally, the scheduling algorithm can be run
iteratively for shorter times until the scheduling succeeds
and the first amount of charging time at which the sched-
uling algorithm succeeds is the maximum charging time
available for the requested reservation. The parking serv-
ices 33 then tells the motorist the maximum amount of
charging time possible in the requested parking reserva-
tion window and the motorist can choose whether to pro-
ceed with reserving with this allowable charging time.
Optionally, the scheduling algorithm can also include a
more general optimization for having charging start im-
mediately, when electricity is the least expensive or
based on other considerations, as mentioned supra
[0056] In one embodiment, the parking services 33 us-
es an earliest deadline first scheduling algorithm, al-
though other scheduling algorithms could be used. Here,
whichever EV 11 has the earliest deadline, which is the
end of the reservation period, has priority to begin charg-
ing first. If all deadlines are met, the scheduling is suc-
cessful. If not, the scheduling has failed and the request-
ed additional charging request will be unworkable. The
algorithm can embody the notion that until an EV 11 is
actively being charged, the charging can be rescheduled
within the given reservation.
[0057] In a further embodiment, a simpler scheduling
algorithm is employed, which uses a schedule that is fixed
at any point in time for any parking with charging reser-
vations that have already been made. When a new park-
ing with charging reservation is requested, the parking
services 33 looks for a block of time within the requested
parking reservation window in which there is available
charging capacity. If more than one qualifying block of
time is available, the scheduling algorithm choose the
first block of time available, although other time block
selection criteria could be used. The scheduling algo-
rithm can also offer the option of making up the requested
charging time by piecing together nonconsecutive blocks
of available charging time within the reservation window.

Reservation Check-Ins and Confirmations

[0058] Parking reservation check-ins and confirma-
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tions are handled concurrent to the receipt and booking
of parking reservations and the making of parking reser-
vation changes and cancelations. FIGURE 8 is a flow
diagram showing a routine 150 for processing reserva-
tion check-ins for use in the method 60 of FIGURE 3. A
check-in request is first received from a motorist (step
151) using a device, as described supra. The motorist’s
parking reservation 39 is retrieved (step 152). If the mo-
torist is on-time (step 153), the reservation and paid sta-
tus are confirmed, the parking space 13a-c is removed
from the pool of available parking, and the parking avail-
ability indicator 15a-c, 19 is updated to indicate that the
parking space is in use (step 157). If the reservation is
for parking and charging, the motorist also plugs his ve-
hicle into a port 22a-c on one of the charging stations
21a-c or, in a further embodiment, parks over the induc-
tive charging pad.
[0059] Otherwise, if the motorist is either early or late,
the parking services 33 evaluates whether parking can
be accommodated (step 154) based on inter alia appli-
cable parking regulations 37 and any local restrictions
42, other pending reservations 35 and, if pooled parking,
current occupancy 36. If early or late parking can be ac-
commodated (step 154), the motorist’s parking reserva-
tion is adjusted (step 156) and reservation confirmation
proceeds (step 157). Otherwise, when accommodation
is not possible (step 154), check-in is declined and the
motorist is notified (step 155).
[0060] The motorist parks and, at some point, leaves.
If the motorist is departing early (step 158), the parking
space 13a-c is returned to the pool of available parking,
thereby making the parking space 13a-c available for use
by other motorists early, and the parking availability in-
dicator 15a-c, 19 is updated to indicate that the parking
space is available (step 159). The charging capacity
freed up by the early departure of an EV 11 enables the
charging station 21a-c to become available to another
EV 11, so long as capacity to drive a charging current
through a port 22a-c is available. If the motorist of an EV
11 or non-EV is departing late (and has not been notified
or otherwise dealt with), or if the motorist is impermissibly
parking an EV 11 without charging (step 160), a penalty
for overstaying the parking reservation may be assessed
(step 161), among other negative dispositions. Finally,
whether the motorist is departing on-time or late, the park-
ing space 13a-c is returned to the pool of available park-
ing, along with the charging capacity of the charging sta-
tion 21a-c upon completion of charging, if applicable, and
the parking availability indicator 15a-c, 19 is updated to
indicate that the parking space is available (step 162).
[0061] It will be understood that specific features dis-
closed in association with specific embodiments are in-
tended to be used interchangeably with other embodi-
ments, unless it would be impractical to do so.

Claims

1. A computer-implemented method for managing in-
terchangeable EV charging-capable parking spac-
es, comprising:

forming a parking pool comprising a plurality of
parking spaces, which are each interchangeably
reservable by motorists;
providing access to a charging station for elec-
trically-chargeable vehicles at each of the park-
ing spaces in the parking pool;
identifying a number of the parking spaces in
the parking pool that are currently-occupied by
already-parked vehicles and any existing reser-
vations to park in the parking spaces in the park-
ing pool by yet-to-arrive vehicles; and
managing use by other vehicles of the parking
spaces in the parking pool that are not among
the currently-occupied parking spaces nor
among the parking spaces in the parking pool
that will be used to fulfill the existing reserva-
tions.

2. A method according to claim 1, further comprising:

receiving a request for a reservation for parking
in the parking pool that comprises a parking du-
ration beginning at a start time;
determining a number of the parking spaces in
the parking pool that are available at the start
time free of the currently-occupied parking spac-
es and the parking spaces needed to fulfill the
existing reservations;
determining time available to park in the parking
pool through the parking duration free of the cur-
rently-occupied parking spaces and the parking
spaces needed to fulfill the existing reserva-
tions; and
creating a reservation provided that the number
of available parking spaces in the parking pool
and the time available are sufficient to satisfy
the parking duration of the parking reservation
request beginning at the start time.

3. A method according to claim 2, wherein the parking
reservation request comprises a request for on-the-
spot parking and the start time comprises the current
time.

4. A method according to any of the preceding claims,
further comprising:

receiving a request for charging an electrically-
chargeable vehicle comprising a charging dura-
tion along with the parking reservation request;
determining whether any of the charging sta-
tions at the parking pool have charging capacity
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available for the charging duration at some point
during the parking duration beginning at the start
time; and
granting the charging request provided that the
charging capacity is sufficient to satisfy the
charging duration of the charging request.

5. A method according to claim 4, further comprising:

supplying a capacity to simultaneously charge
a number of electrically-chargeable vehicles
that is less than or equal to the number of the
parking spaces in the parking pool; and
evaluating the simultaneous charging capacity
of the parking pool to satisfy the charging dura-
tion of the charging request during the requested
parking reservation, comprising:

running a scheduling algorithm; and
finding the simultaneous charging capacity
to be sufficient for the charging request only
if the scheduling algorithm determines that
remaining charging capacity is available in
the requested parking time period.

6. A method according to claim 5, further comprising:

evaluating active charging of any electrically-
chargeable vehicles in the currently-occupied
parking spaces;
determining reserved charging capacity re-
quired by any electrically-chargeable vehicles
that have yet to arrive in the parking spaces
needed to fulfill the existing reservations;
attempting to schedule requested charging time
within requested parking time for all vehicles cur-
rently parked and all existing reservations in ad-
dition to the new charging request, subject to
the end-times of the reservations and the simul-
taneous charging capacity; and
determining whether there is charging capacity
available for an amount of time needed for the
requested charging duration during the request-
ed parking reservation based on the active
charging and the reserved charging capacity.

7. A method according to claim 5, further comprising:

iteratively re-running the scheduling algorithm
for incrementally shorter durations than the
charging duration first-requested until the
scheduling algorithm succeeds in finding the
charging capacity sufficient to satisfy the current
incrementally shorter duration.

8. A method according to claim 4, further comprising:

supplying a capacity to simultaneously charge

a number of electrically-chargeable vehicles
that is less than or equal to the number of the
parking spaces in the parking pool; and
allowing an electrically-chargeable vehicle to
connect to one of the charging stations at the
start time of the parking reservation regardless
of whether charging of the electrically-chargea-
ble vehicle actually begins at the start time.

9. A method according to claim 4, further comprising:

holding a portion of the parking spaces in the
parking pool for parking reservation requests
that comprise charging requests;
holding a remaining portion of the parking spac-
es in the parking pool for parking reservation
requests that comprise parking only; and
adjusting the number of available parking spac-
es in the parking pool, comprising:

limiting the number of available parking
spaces in the parking pool for parking with
charging parking reservation requests to a
number of the parking spaces in the parking
with charging portion of the parking pool;
and
limiting the number of available parking
spaces in the parking pool for parking only
parking reservation requests to a number
of the parking spaces in the parking only
portion of the parking pool.

10. A method according to claim 4, wherein the charging
duration comprises one of an expressly-requested
amount of time, an estimated maximum amount of
time needed to charge the electrically-chargeable
vehicle, and a maximum allowable charging time as
permitted by applicable regulations.

11. A method according to any of the preceding claims
when dependent upon claim 2, further comprising:

maintaining a waitlist comprising at least one
motorist whose parking reservation request has
been denied; and
managing the waitlist, comprising:

offering a reservation to the waitlisted mo-
torist upon a change or cancelation of an-
other parking reservation overlapping the
start time and parking duration of the denied
parking reservation request and creating a
reservation for the waitlisted motorist upon
acceptance by the motorist of the offer;
offering a reservation to the waitlisted mo-
torist upon a change or cancelation of an-
other parking reservation overlapping the
start time and parking duration of the denied
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parking reservation request, and leaving the
waitlisted motorist on or removing the wait-
listed motorist from the waitlist upon rejec-
tion by the motorist of the offer; and
leaving the waitlisted motorist on the waitlist
in an absence of a change or cancelation
of another parking reservation overlapping
the start time and parking duration of the
denied parking reservation request until an
expiry of the requested start time and park-
ing duration, at which time the waitlisted mo-
torist can be removed from the waitlist.

12. A method according to any of the preceding claims,
further comprising:

consolidating short time gaps between use of
the parking spaces in the parking pool by not
assigning specific parking spaces to fulfill the
reservations.

13. A method according to any of the preceding claims,
further comprising:

scheduling use of the parking spaces in the park-
ing pool by electrically-chargeable vehicles for
optimal use of charging capacity of the charging
stations and the parking spaces in the parking
pool.

14. A method according to any of the preceding claims,
further comprising:

providing dual use parking with the parking
spaces in the parking pool by interleaving park-
ing with charging by electrically-chargeable ve-
hicles and parking only by electrically-chargea-
ble vehicles and non-electrically-chargeable ve-
hicles.

15. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium
storing code for executing on a computer system to
perform the method according to any of the preced-
ing claims.
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