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(54) STENT DELIVERY SYSTEM

(57) In the space between an outer tube (14) and an
inner tube (12) that configure a stent delivery system (10),
a cylindrical mesh reinforcing spacer (52) is provided at
a position that is on the base end side of a stent (16).
The reinforcing spacer (52) is provided to be freely mov-
able in the axial direction and radial direction. Even when

the outer tube (14) and the inner tube (12), which have
been advanced into the lumen of a living body, are bent,
the reinforcing spacer (52) moves in the axial and radial
directions and elastically deforms, thereby maintaining a
substantially uniform internal circumference for the outer
tube (14) along the axial direction.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a stent delivery
system for delivering and indwelling a stent into a lumen
of a living body such as a blood vessel.

Background Art

[0002] Conventionally, there have been cases where
a stent which is formed in the shape of a hollow cylinder
having a multiplicity of openings in its side wall from a
metallic wire or the like and which can be expanded in a
lumen of a living body, such as blood vessel, bile duct,
trachea, esophagus, urethra, etc., is used for improve-
ment of a lesion part (stenosed part or obliterated part)
generated in the lumen of the living body.
[0003] For instance, a stent having a self-expanding
function (self-expandable stent) is delivered into a lumen
of a living body in the state of being compressed  and
contained in a gap between an inner tube and an outer
tube, in a distal portion of a delivery catheter having the
outer tube disposed over the periphery of the inner tube.
Then, the outer tube is retracted proximally so as to re-
lease and expand the stent, whereby the stent can be
put indwelling in the lesion part. In the stent delivery sys-
tem having the stent and the catheter of this kind, there
are cases where, for example, the outer tube and the
inner tube are inserted into a winding lumen of a living
body and are advanced into a lesion part. In this case,
the space provided between the outer tube and the inner
tube may cause bending and buckling of the outer tube.
[0004] In view of this, there has been known, as for
example disclosed in JP-T-2002-525168 and JP-T-
2006-525834, a stent delivery system wherein a coiled
spring is provided between an outer tube and an inner
tube so that the outer tube can be supported when the
outer tube and the inner tube are bent in a lumen of a
living body.

Summary of Invention

[0005] In the stent delivery system disclosed in JP-T-
2002-525168 and JP-T-2006-525834, however, both
ends of  the coiled spring are connected (fixed) to the
proximal end (base end) of the stent and the inner tube.
When the inner tube and the outer tube are bent, there-
fore, the spring provided inside cannot follow up to the
bending, so that stress concentration would occur at the
contact point where the spring makes contact with the
inner circumferential surface of the outer tube. As a result,
the bent outer tube cannot be evenly supported by the
spring. In addition, kinking (sharp bending) may take
place, with the contact point between the bent outer tube
and the spring as a starting point. In such a situation, the
distal ends of the outer tube and the inner tube of the
stent delivery system cannot be delivered into a desired

portion in a lumen of a living body.
[0006] It is a general object of the present invention to
provide a stent delivery system such that an outer tube
can be prevented from kinking, and the outer tube and
an inner tube can be assuredly delivered into a desired
portion in a lumen of a living body.
[0007] The present invention provides a stent delivery
system including: an inner tube; a stent which is disposed
on a distal-side outer surface of the inner tube  by being
compressed in the direction toward a center axis when
inserted into a lumen of a living body, and which can be
restored into a pre-compression shape by expanding out-
ward when put indwelling in the lumen of the living body;
and an outer tube which can contain the stent in an inner
lumen thereof by being disposed on the outer surface
side of the inner tube, and which can release the stent
to the exterior by moving in a proximal direction relative
to the inner tube,
wherein a reinforcing member movable in axial and radial
directions is provided between the outer tube and the
inner tube on the proximal side relative to the stent.
[0008] According to the present invention, in a stent
delivery system for putting a stent indwelling in a lumen
of a living body, a reinforcing member is provided at a
position on the proximal side relative to the stent, be-
tween an inner tube and an outer tube which is disposed
on the outer surface side of the inner tube and which can
contain the stent in an inner lumen thereof. In this case,
the reinforcing member is so provided as to be movable
in the axial and radial directions within the space between
the inner tube and the outer tube.
[0009]   Accordingly, even in the case where the outer
tube and the inner tube are inserted into a lumen of a
living body and where the outer tube and the inner tube
are bent according to the path of the lumen, the reinforc-
ing member moves in the axial and radial directions within
the space between the outer tube and the inner tube ac-
cording to the bent state of the tubes, and, simultaneous-
ly, deforms elastically so as to be bent. As a result, the
inner circumferential surface of the outer tube thus bent
is substantially evenly supported by the moved and de-
formed reinforcing member, so that kinking (sharp bend-
ing) of the outer tube inside the lumen can be prevented
from occurring. Therefore, the distal ends of the outer
tube and the inner tube can be assuredly advanced to a
desired portion in the lumen of the living body, and the
stent can be delivered into the desired portion.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0010]

[FIG. 1]
FIG. 1 is a general configuration view of a stent de-
livery system of an embodiment according to the
present invention.
[FIG. 2]
FIG. 2 is a partially omitted sectional view showing
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an inner tube and an outer tube in the stent delivery
system shown in FIG. 1.
[FIG. 3]
FIG. 3 is an enlarged sectional view showing the
vicinity of a distal end of the inner tube and the outer
tube shown in FIG. 2.
[FIG. 4]
FIG. 4 is an enlarged sectional view showing the
vicinity of a reinforcing spacer shown in FIG. 2.
[FIG. 5]
FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view taken along line V-
V of FIG. 4.
[FIG. 6]
FIG. 6 is an external appearance perspective view
of an operating unit constituting the stent delivery
system shown in FIG. 1.
[FIG. 7]
FIG. 7 is an exploded perspective view of the oper-
ating unit shown in FIG. 6.
[FIG. 8]
FIG. 8 is a side view of the inside of the operating
unit shown in FIGS. 6 and 7.
[FIG. 9]
FIG. 9 is an enlarged sectional view showing a state
in which the inner tube and the outer tube shown in
FIG. 4 are bent.
[FIG. 10]
FIG. 10A is an operation illustration showing a lock-
ing mechanism provided in the operating unit in a
state in which a pin is inserted in a pin groove, and
FIG. 10B is an operation illustration showing a state
in which the pin is disengaged from the pin groove
and the restriction imposed on rotation of a rotating
roller is removed.
[FIG. 11]
FIG. 11 is an enlarged sectional view showing a state
in which the stent is released from the distal end of
the outer tube to an intermediate extent, or a case
wherein the stent released to an intermediate extent
is contained in the inside of the outer tube.

Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

[0011] In FIG. 1, reference sign 10 denotes a stent de-
livery system of an embodiment according to the present
invention. As shown in FIG. 1, this stent delivery system
10 includes an inner tube 12 formed in a tubular shape,
an outer tube 14 provided on the outer circumference
side  of the inner tube 12, an expandable stent 16 con-
tained between the inner tube 12 and the outer tube 14,
and an operating unit 18 for moving the outer tube 14
relative to the inner tube 12.
[0012] Incidentally, in FIG. 1, the left side of the inner
tube 12 and the outer tube 14 is referred to as the "prox-
imal end (rear end)" side (the direction of arrow A), and
the right side of the inner tube 12 and the outer tube 14
is referred to as the "distal end" side (the direction of
arrow B), the same applying also to the other figures.

[0013] As shown in FIGS. 1 to 4, the inner tube 12
includes a first distal tube 24 formed with a guide wire
lumen 22 in which a guide wire 20 is to be inserted and
passed (see FIG. 2), a first proximal tube 28 connected
to the proximal side (the direction of arrow A) of the first
distal tube 24 through a connecting member 26, and a
connector 30 connected to the proximal end of the first
proximal tube 28. The inner tube 12 is composed of a
tubular body, the distal end and the proximal end of the
first distal tube 24 and the first proximal tube 28 are each
opening, and the distal end of the first distal tube  24 is
so disposed as to protrude from the distal end of the outer
tube 14. Incidentally, the above-mentioned guide wire 20
is used, for example, for guiding the stent delivery system
10 to a lesion part in a lumen of a living body.
[0014] The inner tube 12 is so set that the proximal end
of the first distal tube 24 and the distal end of the first
proximal tube 28 are connected to each other through
the connecting member 26 in the inside of the outer tube
14. In addition, the first proximal tube 28 has a lumen 32
penetrating from the distal end to the proximal end there-
of, and a liquid such as physiological saline is injected
into the lumen 32 through the connector 30. Incidentally,
it is preferable that the first distal tube 24 is formed from
a highly flexible resin material, whereas the first proximal
tube 28 is formed from a high-strength metallic material.
[0015] The first distal tube 24 is provided with a stent
holding mechanism (holding mechanism) 34 by which
movement of the stent 16 in the axial direction is restrict-
ed. As shown in FIG. 3, the stent holding mechanism 34
includes: a stent locking part 36 which is  provided on an
outer circumferential surface of the inner tube 12 and
which is so provided as to be located on the proximal
side (the direction of arrow A) of the stent 16 when the
stent 16 is contained inside the outer tube 14; and a stent
engaging part 38 which is provided on the distal side (the
direction of arrow B) of the first distal tube 24 relative to
the stent locking part 36 and with which a reduced diam-
eter section 40 (described later) of the stent 16 is en-
gaged.
[0016] The stent locking part 36 and the stent engaging
part 38 are each formed in an annular shape, are each
projected toward the radially outer side which is the outer
tube 14 side, and are disposed with a predetermined
spacing therebetween along the axial direction (the di-
rections of arrows A and B) of the first distal tube 24.
Incidentally, the height of the stent engaging part 38 is
smaller than the height of the stent locking part 36.
[0017] This ensures that in the condition wherein the
stent 16 is contained in the inside of the outer tube 14,
the proximal end of the stent 16 makes contact with the
stent locking part 36, and the reduced diameter section
40 of the stent 16 is retained between the stent locking
part 36 and the stent engaging part 38, whereby the stent
16 is retained in such a position that its distal end will not
be exposed to the exterior via the distal end of a second
distal tube 46. Incidentally, when the stent 16 is released
via the distal end of the second distal tube 46, its proximal
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end makes contact with the stent locking part 36, whereby
the stent 16 is expanded in the state of being positioned
in a predetermined position.
[0018] Besides, when the stent 16 having been re-
leased to an intermediate extent is re-contained into the
inside of the outer tube 14, its reduced diameter section
40 makes contact with the stent engaging part 38, where-
by the stent 16 is retained in the state of being positioned
in a predetermined position.
[0019] The first distal tube 24 is formed at its distal end
with a stopper section 42 which bulges radially outward
and by which movement of the outer tube 14 in the distal
direction is restricted. This ensures that the outer tube
14 is inhibited from protruding in the axial direction (in
the direction of arrow B) relative to the distal end of the
inner tube 12.
[0020]   On the other hand, the proximal end of the first
distal tube 24 is gently curved toward a radially outer side
of the first distal tube 24, to communicate with a guide
wire leading-out hole 44 of the outer tube 14.
[0021] As shown in FIGS. 1 and 6 to 8, the connector
30 is formed in a hollow cylindrical shape, is connected
to and communicates with the first proximal tube 28 of
the inner tube 12, and is so formed that a liquid injector
(for example, syringe) (not shown) can be connected
thereto.
[0022] In the condition wherein the liquid injector is
connected to the connector 30, a liquid is injected through
the lumen 32 of the first proximal tube 28, and the liquid
flows to the distal ends of the inner tube 12 and the outer
tube 14, whereby the inside of each of these tubes can
be flushed.
[0023] As shown in FIGS. 1 to 4, the outer tube 14 is
composed of tubular bodies; specifically, the outer tube
14 includes the second distal tube 46 in which the first
distal tube 24 of the inner tube 12 is disposed, and a
second proximal tube 48 which is connected to the  prox-
imal side (the direction of arrow A) of the second distal
tube 46 and in which the first proximal tube 28 is disposed.
Incidentally, the distal end of the second distal tube 46
functions as a release port at the time of indwelling of the
stent 16 in a lesion part in a lumen of a living body, and
functions also as a containing port at the time of recov-
ering the stent 16 having been released to an intermedi-
ate extent.
[0024] In addition, the second distal tube 46 is provided
on its proximal side with the guide wire leading-out hole
44, as an opening through which the lumen of the second
distal tube 46 and the exterior communicate with each
other. The guide wire leading-out hole 44 is so provided
that it can communicate with the opening of the guide
wire lumen 22 of the first distal tube 24 provided inside
the second distal tube 46. The guide wire 20 inserted and
passed in the guide wire lumen 22 of the inner tube 12
can be lead out to the exterior through the guide wire
leading-out hole 44.
[0025] Furthermore, a distal portion of the second dis-
tal tube 46 is provided with a contrast marker 50 on the

outer circumferential surface thereof. The contrast  mark-
er 50 is formed in an annular shape from a radiopaque
material, for example.
[0026] Besides, in the inside of the second distal tube
46, a cylindrical reinforcing spacer (reinforcing member)
52 is provided between the stent holding mechanism 34
provided on the inner tube 12 and the connecting member
26. As shown in FIGS. 1 to 5, this reinforcing spacer 52
is formed in the shape of a mesh having a plurality of
openings, from an elastic resin material, a metallic ma-
terial, or a mixed material of the resin material and the
metallic material.
[0027] The reinforcing spacer 52 is formed to have a
predetermined length in the axial direction (the direction
of arrows A and B) and to have a substantially constant
diameter along the axial direction. More in detail, the re-
inforcing spacer 52 is formed in the shape of a mesh
(network) having linear elements intersecting in direc-
tions substantially orthogonal to the axial direction (see
FIG. 4).
[0028] As shown in FIG. 5, the outside diameter D1 of
the reinforcing spacer 52 is set to be smaller than the
inside diameter d1 of the second distal tube 46 of the
outer tube 14, and the inside diameter D2 of the reinforc-
ing spacer 52 is set to be greater than the outside diam-
eter d2 of the first distal tube 24 of the inner tube 12.
Therefore, the reinforcing spacer 52 is so provided as to
be movable in the radial direction (in the directions of
arrows E) in a gap (space) 54 formed between the outer
tube 14 and the inner tube 12.
[0029] In addition, the reinforcing spacer 52 is so pro-
vided as to be movable in the axial direction (in the di-
rections of arrows A and B) between the stent locking
part 36 of the stent holding mechanism 34 and the con-
necting member 26. Specifically, the reinforcing spacer
52 is not fixed relative to the outer tube 14 or the inner
tube 12, but is provided in the state of being movable in
the axial direction (in the directions of arrows A and B)
and in the radial direction (in the directions of arrows E)
within the inside of the outer tube 14.
[0030] In other words, the reinforcing spacer 52 func-
tions as a spacer for filling the gap 54 formed between
the outer tube 14 and the inner tube 12.
[0031] As shown in FIG. 3, the stent 16 is formed in
the shape of a mesh having a multiplicity of openings,
and in a substantially cylindrical shape. This stent 16 is
a self-expandable stent which is disposed in the state of
being compressed radially inward (in the direction toward
the center axis) in the inside of the second distal tube 46
of the outer tube 14 at the time of insertion into a lumen
of a living body, and which can be restored into its pre-
compression shape through expanding radially outward
by being released via the distal end of the outer tube 14
to a lesion part in the lumen of the living body. The ma-
terial constituting the stent 16 is preferably a superelastic
metal such as Ni-Ti alloy, for example.
[0032] Besides, the stent 16 is provided at its distal end
and proximal end with contrast markers 58a, 58b formed
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in an annular shape from a radiopaque material, for ex-
ample. In addition, the stent 16 is provided at its proximal
end with the reduced diameter section 40 where its di-
ameter is reduced radially inward. The reduced diameter
section 40 is so formed as not to make contact with the
outer circumferential surface of the inner tube 12.
[0033]   As shown in FIGS. 1 and 6 to 8, the operating
unit 18 includes: a housing 60; a rack member 62 which
is contained in the inside of the housing 60 and is con-
nected to the outer tube 14; and a rotating roller 66 which
has a first gear 64 meshed with the rack member 62 and
by which the rack member 62 is displaced rectilinearly.
[0034] The housing 60 is round-shaped at its central
portion, and is composed of a first housing 68 and a sec-
ond housing 70 into which the housing 60 is bisected at
the center in the thickness direction thereof. The housing
60 is provided, inside the first and second housings 68
and 70, with a roller containing section 72 capable of
containing the rotating roller 66 in a central portion there-
of. A part of the rotating roller 66 is exposed to the exterior
through a roller hole 74 formed in the roller contaning
section 72. The rotating roller 66 is rotatably supported
by a pair of bearings 76 formed at inner wall surfaces of
the first and second housings 68 and 70.
[0035] In addition, the second housing 70 is formed
with first and second containing grooves 78 and 80 in
which  the rack member 62 is contained and retained so
as to be movable in the axial direction (in the directions
of arrows A and B). The first containing groove 78 is pro-
vided on the proximal side (the direction of arrow A) in
the second housing 70, while the second containing
groove 80 is provided on the distal side (the direction of
arrow B) in the second housing 70. The roller containing
section 72 is disposed between the first containing
groove 78 and the second containing groove 80.
[0036] With the first housing 68 and the second hous-
ing 70 combined with each other, the rack member 62 is
retained by the first and second containing grooves 78
and 80 in the state of being movable rectilinearly toward
the distal side and the proximal side.
[0037] Besides, a connector containing section 82
which contains the connector 30 is formed on the proxi-
mal side (the direction of arrow A) of the first containing
groove 78. The connector 30 is fixed to the housing 60
by being contained in the connector storing section 82.
This results in that the proximal end of the first proximal
tube 28 constituting the inner tube 12 is fixed to the op-
erating unit 18 through the connector 30.
[0038] Incidentally, the connector containing section
82 is opening toward the proximal side (the direction of
arrow A) of the housing 60, and is so formed that the
liquid injector (not shown) can be connected to the con-
nector 30 from the exterior of the housing 60.
[0039] On the other hand, a distal nozzle 84 by which
the second proximal tube 48 of the outer tube 14 is slid-
ably retained is mounted to the distal end of the housing
60. The distal nozzle 84 is formed therein with a through-
hole (not shown) in which the second proximal tube 48

is inserted and passed.
[0040] In the condition wherein the distal nozzle 84 is
mounted to the distal end of the housing 60, a cap 88 is
screw engaged onto the distal end of the housing 60,
whereby the distal nozzle 84 is fixed. In other words, the
outer tube 14, with the inner tube 12 inserted and passed
therein, is inserted into the housing 60 through the distal
nozzle 84, and is connected to the rack member 62.
[0041] The rack member 62 is composed of a pair of
first  and second blocks 90 and 92 which are formed in
straight and substantially symmetric shapes. The proxi-
mal end of the second proximal tube 48 of the outer tube
14 is fixed by being clamped between the first block 90
and the second block 92. In this case, the inner tube 12
can be freely moved within the inside of the outer tube 14.
[0042] The rack member 62 composed of the first and
second blocks 90 and 92 is inserted in the first and second
containing grooves 78 and 80 inside the housing 60,
whereby the rack member 62 is retained in the state of
being rectilinearly movable toward the distal side and the
proximal side of the housing 60.
[0043] In addition, the first block 90 is provided inside
the housing 60 so as to front on the rotating roller 66, and
its side surface fronting on the rotating roller 66 is pro-
vided with a plurality of tooth portions 94 defined by pro-
jections and recesses arranged along the axial direction
(the direction of arrows A and B).
[0044] The rotating roller 66 is formed in the shape of
a wheel having a predetermined width. A pair of rotating
shafts 96 provided in a central portion of the rotating  roller
66 are inserted respectively into the bearings 76 of the
first and second housings 68 and 70. Besides, a first gear
64 with the rotating shafts 96 as a center is provided at
a side surface of the rotating roller 66, and is meshed
with the tooth portion 94 of the rack member 62. With the
rotating roller 66 rotated, the rack member 62 is moved
rectilinearly along the first and second containing
grooves 78 and 80.
[0045] Besides, an outer circumferential portion of the
rotating roller 66 is partly exposed to the exterior through
the roller hole 74 of the housing 60, and the operator
rotates the rotating roller 66 by way of the exposed part.
[0046] In the operating unit 18 as above-described, for
example, as shown in FIG. 8, the operator (not shown)
may rotate the rotating roller 66 in a predetermined di-
rection relative to the housing 60 (in the direction of arrow
F in FIG. 8). This results in that the rack member 62 is
moved toward the connector 30 side (in the direction of
arrow A) along the first and second containing grooves
78 and 80 in the inside of the housing 60. Attendant on
this, the outer tube 14 is moved (moved  backward) to-
ward the proximal side of the housing 60. Consequently,
the stent 16 is released via the distal end of the outer
tube 14.
[0047] On the other hand, when the rotating roller 66
is rotated in the direction opposite to the above-men-
tioned (in the direction of arrow G in FIG. 8) after the stent
16 is released to an intermediate extent, the rack member
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62 is moved away from the connector 30 (in the direction
of arrow B) along the first and second containing grooves
78 and 80. Attendant on this, the outer tube 14 is moved
distally (moved forward) relative to the inner tube 12,
whereby the stent 16 is re-contained into the inside of
the outer tube 14.
[0048] In addition, as shown in FIGS. 7, 8, 10A and
10B, the operating unit 18 is provided with a locking
mechanism 98 which can restrict a moving motion of the
rack member 62 by restricting a rotating motion of the
rotating roller 66. The locking mechanism 98 includes a
slide member 102 provided in a hole 100 opening in a
side surface of the first housing 68 so as to be displace-
able by sliding, and a pin groove 104 formed in a side
surface of the rotating roller 66 so as to front on the slide
member 102.
[0049] The slide member 102 is so retained as to be
rectilinearly displaceable toward the distal side and the
proximal side of the first housing 68 (in the directions of
arrows A and B) through the hole 100. When a pin 106
being rectangular in sectional shape and projecting into
the inside of the first housing 68 is inserted into the pin
groove 104 of the rotating roller 66, in the condition
wherein the slide member 102 is located on the proximal
side in the housing 60, a rotating motion of the rotating
roller 66 is restricted.
[0050] Incidentally, the pin groove 104 is formed in a
rectangular sectional shape corresponding to the shape
of the pin 106. Therefore, the rack member 62 would not
be moved in the axial direction, and, accordingly, forward
movement or backward movement of the outer tube 14
is restricted.
[0051] Besides, when the slide member 102 is moved
toward the distal side of the housing 60 (in the direction
of arrow B), the pin 106 is disengaged from the pin groove
104 in the radially outer direction of the rotating  roller
66, whereby the restriction imposed on rotation of the
rotating roller 66 by the pin 106 is removed. This results
in a state wherein the rack member 62 can be moved in
the axial direction (in the directions of arrows A and B)
under a rotating action of the rotating roller 66.
[0052] Furthermore, the operating unit 18 is provided
with an intermittent mechanism 108 for intermittently
putting the rotating roller 66 into a rotating motion. The
intermittent mechanism 108 includes: a second gear 110
provided at a side surface of the rotating roller 66 opposite
to the first gear 64; and a notch member 112 which is
retained by the second housing 70 and is engaged with
the tooth portion of the second gear 110. The notch mem-
ber 112 is formed, for example, in the shape of a thin
sheet which is elastically deformable. The notch member
112 extends from a part retained by the second housing
70 toward the center of the second gear 110, and is en-
gaged with the tooth portion of the second gear 110.
[0053] When the rotating roller 66 is rotated, the notch
member 112 engaged with the second gear 110 is elas-
tically deformed, to be disengaged from a recess of  the
tooth portion and come over an adjacent projection to be

again engaged with a recess, so that a rotating motion
can be performed intermittently. Furthermore, from a
sound generated upon engagement of the notch member
112 with the second gear 110, it is possible to confirm
the rotating motion and a rotating angle of the rotating
roller 66.
[0054] The stent delivery system 10 of the embodiment
according to the present invention is basically configured
as above-described. Now, the operation and effect of the
stent delivery system 10 will be described below. Inci-
dentally, a state is assumed in which the guide wire 20
is inserted in a lumen of a living body (for example, a
blood vessel), and its distal end has preliminarily been
put indwelling in a lesion part in the lumen of the living
body.
[0055] In such a preparatory state, flushing of the stent
delivery system 10 shown in FIG. 1 is conducted.
[0056] First, the operator connects a liquid injector (not
shown) to the connector 30 provided at the proximal end
of the operating unit 18, and injects a liquid from the  liquid
injector into the connector 30. As a result, the liquid flows
through the lumen 32 of the first proximal tube 28 toward
the distal side in the inner tube 12 (in the direction of
arrow A), and flows into the outer tube 14 through the
joint part between the first proximal tube 28 and the first
distal tube 24. Then, the liquid having reached the distal
end is ejected from the distal ends of the inner tube 12
and the outer tube 14, whereby flushing of the inside of
the inner tube 12 and the outer tube 14 is completed in
the exterior of a living body.
[0057] Next, as shown in FIG. 2, the proximal end of
the guide wire 20 exposed to the exterior of the living
body is inserted and passed via the distal end of the inner
tube 12 into the guide wire lumen 22, and the inner tube
12 and the outer tube 14 are gradually advanced along
the guide wire 20 into a lumen of a living body. The prox-
imal end of the guide wire 20 is led out to the exterior of
the outer tube 14 by way of the opening of the inner tube
12 and the guide wire leading-out hole 44 of the outer
tube 14.
[0058] In this case, when the inner tube 12 and the
outer tube 14 are gradually advanced in the lumen of the
living  body, as shown in FIG. 9, the tubes may be bent
when passing through a winding lumen. According to the
bending shape of the outer tube 14, however, the rein-
forcing spacer 52 provided inside the outer tube 14 is
moved in the axial direction (in the directions of arrows
A and B) and the radial direction (in the directions of ar-
rows E in FIG. 5) within the gap 54 formed between the
outer tube 14 and the inner tube 12, and, simultaneously,
the reinforcing spacer 52 is elastically deformed into an
arcuate sectional shape so as to be bent.
[0059] More in detail, in a bent part of the lumen, the
outer tube 14 and the inner tube 12 may be deformed in
different manners. In such a case, the reinforcing spacer
52 is freely moved and elastically deformed within the
gap 54 provided between the outer tube 14 and the inner
tube 12, thereby retaining the inner circumferential sur-
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face of the outer tube 14 substantially evenly along the
axial direction.
[0060] Furthermore, in a lumen, a stress in a moment
direction (in the direction of arrow H or J in FIG. 5) with
the axis as a center may be applied to the inner tube 12
and the outer tube 14. In such a case, also, deformation
of the outer tube 14 by the stress in the moment direction
(in the direction of arrow H or J in FIG. 5) is restrained,
since the reinforcing spacer 52 is formed in the shape of
a mesh (network) with linear elements intersecting in di-
rections substantially orthogonal to the axis.
[0061] In other words, the provision of the reinforcing
spacer 52 makes it possible to enhance flexural rigidity
and torsional rigidity of the outer tube 14.
[0062] After the arrival of the distal end of the outer
tube 14 in a lesion part is confirmed by the contrast mark-
er 50, the slide member 102 of the operating unit 18 is
moved toward the distal side (in the direction of arrow
B), and the pin 106 is disengaged from the pin groove
104 of the rotating roller 66, whereby the restriction im-
posed on rotation of the rotating roller 66 is removed.
Then, the rotating roller 66 is rotated in a predetermined
direction (in the direction of arrow F in FIGS. 8, 10A and
10B).
[0063] As a result, attendant on the rotation of the first
gear 64, the rack member 62 is moved proximally (in the
direction of arrow A) within the housing 60. This is at-
tended by gradual movement of the outer tube 14 toward
the proximal side of the operating unit 18. In other words,
the outer tube 14 is moved backward (retracted) relative
to the inner tube 12.
[0064] As a result, as shown in FIG. 11, the stent 16
contained in the outer tube 14 starts being gradually ex-
posed from its distal side; simultaneously, the stent 16
starts being expanded radially outward. Then, the stent
16 comes into the state of being completely exposed from
the outer tube 14, whereby the stent 16 is put indwelling
in the lesion part in the state of being expanded in the
cylindrical shape.
[0065] Finally, the inner tube 12 and the outer tube 14
constituting the stent delivery system 10 are withdrawn
proximally (in the direction of arrow A), whereby they are
removed to the exterior of the living body, with only the
stent 16 left indwelling in the lesion part.
[0066] On the other hand, in the case of readjusting
the indwelling position or the like of the stent 16 exposed
(released) to an intermediate extent in a lumen of a  living
body, the rotating roller 66 of the operating unit 18 is
rotated in the direction opposite to the above-mentioned
(in the direction of arrow G in FIGS. 8, 10A and 10B).
This results in that the rack member 62 is moved distally
(in the direction of arrow A) within the housing 60, and,
attendantly, the outer tube 14 is gradually moved toward
the distal end of the inner tube 12. As a result, the outer
circumferential surface of the stent 16 being exposed is
gradually covered by the outer tube 14 while being com-
pressed radially inward by the distal end of the outer tube
14.

[0067] Then, the reduced diameter section 40 of the
stent 16 comes into contact with the stent engaging part
38, whereby the stent 16 is contained in a predetermined
position inside the outer tube 14 in the state of being
again compressed radially inward, and is put into the
state of being retained through the stent holding mech-
anism 34.
[0068] Thereafter, the inner tube 12 and the outer tube
14 are moved so that the stent 16 will be located in a
desired position in the lesion part. Then, the rotating roller
66 is again rotated in the predetermined direction  to
move the outer tube 14 backward, whereby the stent 16
is again exposed, expanded, and put indwelling in the
desired position. In this case, also, the inner circumfer-
ential surface of the outer tube 14 is retained substantially
evenly along the axial direction, by movement and de-
formation of the reinforcing spacer 52.
[0069] As has been described above, in the present
embodiment, the reinforcing spacer 52 formed, for ex-
ample, from an elastic resin material or a metallic material
and being in the shape of a mesh having a multiplicity of
openings is provided in the gap 54 between the second
distal tube 46 (which constitutes the outer tube 14) and
the first distal tube 24 (which constitutes the inner tube
12), in such a manner as to be freely movable in the axial
direction (in the directions of arrows A and B) and in the
radial direction (in the directions of arrows E).
[0070] This ensures that even in the case where the
outer tube 14 and the inner tube 12 are advanced into a
lumen of a living body and where the outer tube 14 and
the inner tube 12 are bent in a winding lumen, the rein-
forcing spacer 52 is moved in the axial direction (in the
directions of arrow A and B) and in the radial  direction
(in the directions of arrows E) within the gap 54 between
the outer tube 14 and the inner tube 12 according to the
bent state of the outer tube 14, and, simultaneously, the
reinforcing spacer 52 is elastically deformed into an ar-
cuate sectional shape so as to be bent.
[0071] As a result, the inner circumferential surface of
the outer tube 14 is retained favorably and substantially
evenly by the elastic reinforcing spacer 52. Attendant on
this, kinking of the outer tube 14 in the lumen is securely
prevented, and the distal ends of the outer tube 14 and
the inner tube 12 can be assuredly advanced into the
lesion part in the lumen of the living body.
[0072] In other words, both ends of the reinforcing
spacer 52 are not at all fixed to the stent holding mech-
anism 34 and the inner tube 12, and the reinforcing spac-
er 52 is disposed in a freely movable state for the purpose
of filling the gap 54. Therefore, generation of kinking,
which might occur in the related-art stent delivery system
including a spring fixed at both ends to an inner tube or
the like, can be avoided assuredly.
[0073] Besides, in the case where the reinforcing spac-
er  52 is formed in the shape of a mesh (network) having
linear elements intersecting in directions substantially or-
thogonal to the axis, it is ensured that when a stress in
a moment direction (for example, clockwise or counter-
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clockwise) with the axis as a center is applied, no differ-
ence in torsional rigidity would be generated in any mo-
ment direction (in the direction of arrow H or J in FIG. 5).
[0074] On the other hand, in the related art in which a
coil spring formed by spirally winding in one direction is
applied, a difference in torsional rigidity depending on
the moment direction would be generated. As a result,
in the case where a stress in the moment direction cor-
responding to a lower torsional rigidity is applied, the
spring shows a greater deformation, which would be at-
tended by a larger deformation of the outer tube.
[0075] As above-mentioned, in the case where the re-
inforcing spacer 52 is formed in a mesh form, it is ensured
that in whatever moment direction may a stress be ap-
plied on the outer tube 14 and the reinforcing spacer 52,
the amount of deformation of the outer tube 14 is sup-
pressed favorably. As a result, the outer tube 14 and  the
inner tube 12 can be advanced assuredly and smoothly
into the lesion part in the lumen of the living body. In other
words, the torsional rigidity is not varied depending on
the direction of the moment force applied on the outer
tube 14 and the reinforcing spacer 52, and a stable tor-
sional rigidity can be obtained when a stress is applied
in any of the clockwise direction (the direction of arrow
H) and the counterclockwise direction (the direction of
arrow J).
[0076] Furthermore, in the case where the reinforcing
spacer 52 is formed from an elastic resin material or the
like, it is ensured that when the inner tube 12 and the
outer tube 14 are bent, the reinforcing spacer 52 is elas-
tically deformed in the same manner as the tubes. There-
fore, the reinforcing spacer 52 would not hamper move-
ments of the inner tube 12 and the outer tube 14; natu-
rally, this is favorable.
[0077] Incidentally, the stent delivery system accord-
ing to the present invention is not restricted to the above-
described embodiment, and, naturally, various configu-
rations can be adopted without departure from the gist
of the invention.

Claims

1. A stent delivery system comprising: an inner tube
(12); a stent (16) which is disposed on a distal-side
outer surface of the inner tube (12) by being com-
pressed in the direction toward a center axis when
inserted into a lumen of a living body, and which can
be restored into a pre-compression shape by ex-
panding outward when put indwelling in the lumen
of the living body; and an outer tube (14) which can
contain the stent (16) in an inner lumen thereof by
being disposed on the outer surface side of the inner
tube (12), and which can release the stent (16) to
the exterior by moving in a proximal direction relative
to the inner tube (12),
wherein a reinforcing member (52) movable in axial
and radial directions is provided between the outer

tube (14) and the inner tube (12) on the proximal
side relative to the stent (16).

2. The stent delivery system according to claim 1,
wherein the reinforcing member (52) is formed in a
mesh shape having a plurality of openings, from an
elastic resin material, a metallic material or a mixed
material of the resin material and the metallic mate-
rial.

3. The stent delivery system according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein the reinforcing member (52) is formed in a
hollow cylindrical shape, with its inside diameter set
to be greater than the outside diameter of the inner
tube (12).

4. The stent delivery system according to any one of
claims 1 to 3,
wherein the reinforcing member (52) is formed in a
hollow cylindrical shape, with its outside diameter
set to be smaller than the inside diameter of the outer
tube (14).

5. The stent delivery system according to any one of
claims 1 to 4,
wherein the reinforcing member (52) is provided on
the inner tube (12) between a holding mechanism
(34) which is provided on the proximal side of the
stent (16) and restricts movement of the stent (16)
in the axial direction and a connecting member (26)
which interconnects the distal side and the proximal
side of the inner tube (12).
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