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(54) Mobile terminal and method of controlling operation of the mobile terminal

(57) A mobile terminal and a method of controlling
the operation of the mobile terminal are provided. The
method includes displaying an electronic document
screen showing one of a plurality of pages of an electronic
document on a display module; if a first input that satisfies
a predefined condition is detected from the electronic
document screen, increasing a page quantity to be turned
according to the duration of the first input; and if a second
input is detected from the electronic document screen,
jumping a number of pages corresponding to the in-
creased page quantity and displaying a subsequent page
on the electronic document screen. Therefore, it is pos-
sible to navigate to any desired page in an electronic
document with convenience.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION

[0001] This application claims the priority benefit of Ko-
rean Patent Application No. 10-2010-0050536, filed on
May 28, 2010, in the Korean Intellectual Property Office,
the disclosure of which is incorporated herein by refer-
ence.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0002] The present invention relates to a mobile termi-
nal and a method of controlling the operation of the mobile
terminal, and more particularly, to a mobile terminal,
which can control various operations related to electronic
documents using a new input method, and a method of
controlling the operation of the mobile terminal.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0003] Mobile terminals are portable devices capable
of performing voice/video calls, inputting and outputting
information, and/or storing data. As the functions of mo-
bile terminals diversify, an increasing number of mobile
terminals have been equipped with various complicated
functions, such as capturing photos and moving images,
playing music files and moving image files, providing
games, receiving broadcast programs, reading electron-
ic documents, and providing wireless Internet services,
and have thus evolved into multifunctional multimedia
players.
[0004] In the meantime, when an electronic document
such as an electronic book (e-book) is displayed on a
mobile terminal, users can navigate from one page to
another page by using buttons or touching on the mobile
terminal, can navigate through the electronic document
in units of a predefined number of pages, or can directly
jump to any desired page. However, no intuitive user in-
terfaces (UIs) or methods have yet been developed that
can provide users with the experience of flipping or nav-
igating through paper pages of a physical book.
[0005] Therefore, it is necessary to develop ways to
control the operations of mobile terminals using a new
input method other than a conventional key or touch input
method and thus to facilitate the display of electronic doc-
uments and the use of various functions associated with
electronic documents.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] The present invention provides a mobile termi-
nal, which can control various operations related to elec-
tronic documents using a new input method involving var-
ious combinations of a touch, a drag input and a flicking
input, and a method of controlling the operation of the

mobile terminal
[0007] According to an aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a method of controlling the operation
of a mobile terminal, the method including displaying an
electronic document screen showing one of a plurality of
pages of an electronic document on a display module; if
a first input that satisfies a predefined condition is detect-
ed from the electronic document screen, increasing a
page quantity to be turned according to the duration of
the first input; and if a second input is detected from the
electronic document screen, jumping a number of pages
corresponding to the increased page quantity and dis-
playing a subsequent page on the electronic document
screen.
[0008] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention, there is provided a mobile terminal including a
display module configured to display thereon an elec-
tronic document screen showing one of a plurality of pag-
es of an electronic document; and a controller, wherein:
if a first input that satisfies a predefined condition is de-
tected from the electronic document screen, the control-
ler increases a page quantity to be turned according to
the duration of the first input; and if a second input is
detected from the electronic document screen, the con-
troller jumps a number of pages corresponding to the
increased page quantity and displays a subsequent page
on the electronic document screen.
[0009] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention, there is provided a method of controlling the op-
eration of a mobile terminal, the method including dis-
playing an electronic document screen showing one of
a plurality of pages of an electronic document on a display
module; if a first input including a drag input in a first
direction is detected from the electronic document
screen, displaying an image of a number of pages cor-
responding to a distance of the drag input being pulled
to the first direction, wherein, if the drag input in the first
direction is not detected any longer, the pulled pages
sequentially return to their original location; and if a drag
input in the first direction that begins from where the first
input is detected is detected from the electronic docu-
ment screen, turning the pulled pages and displaying a
subsequent page on the electronic document screen.
[0010] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention, there is provided a mobile terminal including a
display module configured to display thereon an elec-
tronic document screen showing one of a plurality of pag-
es of an electronic document; and a controller, wherein:
if a first input including a drag input in a first direction is
detected from the electronic document screen, the con-
troller displays an image of a number of pages corre-
sponding to a distance of the drag input being pulled to
the first direction; if the drag input in the first direction is
not detected any longer, the controller sequentially return
the pulled pages to their original position; and if a drag
input in the first direction that begins from where the first
input is detected is detected from the electronic docu-
ment screen, the controller turns the pulled pages and
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displays a subsequent page on the electronic document
screen.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011] The above and other features and advantages
of the present invention will become more apparent by
describing in detail preferred embodiments thereof with
reference to the attached drawings in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram of a mobile terminal
according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 2 illustrates a front perspective view of the mo-
bile terminal shown in FIG. 1;
FIG. 3 illustrates a flowchart of a method of control-
ling the operation of a mobile terminal according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 4 illustrates a flowchart of a method of control-
ling the operation of a mobile terminal according to
another exemplary embodiment of the present in-
vention;
FIGS. 5 through 7 illustrate diagrams for explaining
how to turn a number of pages of an electronic doc-
ument corresponding to a page quantity determined
in response to a predefined user input;
FIGS. 8 and 9 illustrate diagrams for explaining how
to turn pages of an electronic document by simulat-
ing a gesture such as the pulling or folding of pages
of a physical document; and
FIGS. 10 through 12 illustrate diagrams for explain-
ing how to turn pages of an electronic document us-
ing various input methods.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0012] The present invention will hereinafter be de-
scribed in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings in which exemplary embodiments of the inven-
tion are shown.
[0013] The term ’electronic device,’ as used herein,
may indicate a tablet computer, a mobile phone, a smart
phone, a laptop computer, a digital broadcast receiver,
a personal digital assistant (PDA), a portable multimedia
player (PMP), a navigation device, a tablet computer, an
electronic-book (e-book) reader, and the like. In this dis-
closure, the terms ’module’ and ’unit’ can be used inter-
changeably.
[0014] FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram of an elec-
tronic device according to an embodiment of the present
invention, i.e., a mobile terminal 100. Referring to FIG.
1, the mobile terminal 100 may include a wireless com-
munication unit 110, an audio/video (A/V) input unit 120,
a user input unit 130, a sensing unit 140, an output unit
150, a memory 160, an interface unit 170, a controller
180, and a power supply unit 190. Here, when the above
constituent elements are implemented, two or more of
the constituent elements may be combined into one con-

stituent element, or one constituent element may be di-
vided into two or more constituent elements, if appropri-
ate.
[0015] The wireless communication unit 110 may in-
clude a broadcast reception module 111, a mobile com-
munication module 113, a wireless Internet module 115,
a short-range communication module 117, and a global
positioning system (GPS) module 119.
[0016] The broadcast reception module 111 may re-
ceive broadcast signals and/or broadcast-related infor-
mation from an external broadcast management server
through a broadcast channel. The broadcast channel
may be a satellite channel or a terrestrial channel. The
broadcast management server may be a server, which
generates broadcast signals and/or broadcast-related in-
formation and transmits the generated broadcast signals
and/or the generated broadcast-related information or
may be a server, which receives and then transmits pre-
viously-generated broadcast signals and/or previously-
generated broadcast-related information.
[0017] The broadcast-related information may include
broadcast channel information, broadcast program infor-
mation and/or broadcast service provider information.
The broadcast signals may include a TV broadcast sig-
nal, a radio broadcast signal, a data broadcast signal,
the combination of a data broadcast signal and a TV
broadcast signal or the combination of a data broadcast
signal and a radio broadcast signal. The broadcast-re-
lated information may be provided to the mobile terminal
100 through a mobile communication network. In this
case, the broadcast-related information may be received
by the mobile communication module 113, rather than
by the broadcast reception module 111. The broadcast-
related information may come in various forms. For ex-
ample, the broadcast-related information may come in
the form of digital multimedia broadcasting (DMB) elec-
tronic program guide (EPG) or digital video broadcasting-
handheld (DVB-H) electronic service guide (ESG).
[0018] The broadcast reception module 111 may re-
ceive broadcast signals using various broadcasting sys-
tems, such as DMB-terrestrial (DMB-T), DMB-satellite
(DMB-S), media forward link only (MediaFLO), DVB-H,
and integrated services digital broadcast-terrestrial (IS-
DB-T). In addition, the broadcast reception module 111
may be suitable not only for the above-mentioned digital
broadcasting systems but also for nearly all types of
broadcasting systems other than those set forth herein.
The broadcast signal and/or the broadcast-related infor-
mation received by the broadcast reception module 111
may be stored in the memory 160.
[0019] The mobile communication module 113 may
transmit wireless signals to or receives wireless signals
from at least one of a base station, an external terminal,
and a server through a mobile communication network.
The wireless signals may include various types of data
according to whether the mobile terminal 100 transmits/
receives voice call signals, video call signals, or text/mul-
timedia messages.
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[0020] The wireless Internet module 115 may be a
module for wirelessly accessing the Internet. The wire-
less Internet module 115 may be embedded in the mobile
terminal 100 or may be installed in an external device.
The wireless Internet module 115 may be embedded in
the mobile terminal 100 or may be installed in an external
device. The wireless Internet module 115 may use vari-
ous wireless Internet technologies such as wireless local
area network (WLAN), Wireless Broadband (WiBro),
World Interoperability for Microwave Access (Wimax),
and High Speed Downlink Packet Access (HSDPA).
[0021] The short-range communication module 117
may be a module for short-range communication. The
short-range communication module 117 may use various
short-range communication techniques such as Blue-
tooth, radio frequency identification (RFID), infrared data
association (IrDA), ultra wideband (UWB), and ZigBee.
[0022] The GPS module 119 may receive position in-
formation from a plurality of GPS satellites.
[0023] The A/V input unit 120 may be used to receive
audio signals or video signals. The A/V input unit 120
may include a camera 121 and a microphone 123. The
camera 121 may process various image frames such as
still images or moving images captured by an image sen-
sor during a video call mode or an image capturing mode.
The image frames processed by the camera 121 may be
displayed by a display module 151.
[0024] The image frames processed by the camera
121 may be stored in the memory 160 or may be trans-
mitted to an external device through the wireless com-
munication unit 110. The mobile terminal 100 may in-
clude two or more cameras 121.
[0025] The microphone 123 may receive external au-
dio signals during a call mode, a recording mode, or a
voice recognition mode and may convert the received
sound signals into electrical audio data. During the call
mode, the mobile communication module 113 may con-
vert the electrical sound data into data that can be readily
transmitted to a mobile communication base station, and
may then output the data obtained by the conversion.
The microphone 123 may use various noise removal al-
gorithms to remove noise that may be generated during
the reception of external sound signals.
[0026] The user input unit 130 may generate key input
data based on user input for controlling the operation of
the mobile terminal 100. The user input unit 130 may be
implemented as a keypad, a dome switch, or a static
pressure or capacitive touch pad which is capable of re-
ceiving a command or information by being pushed or
touched by a user. Alternatively, the user input unit 130
may be implemented as a wheel, a jog dial or wheel, or
a joystick capable of receiving a command or information
by being rotated. Still alternatively, the user input unit 130
may be implemented as a finger mouse. In particular, if
the user input unit 130 is implemented as a touch pad
and forms a mutual layer structure with the display mod-
ule 151, the user input unit 130 and the display module
151 may be collectively referred to as a touch screen.

[0027] The sensing unit 140 may determine a current
state of the mobile terminal 100 such as whether the mo-
bile terminal 100 is opened or closed, the position of the
mobile terminal 100 and whether the mobile terminal 100
is placed in contact with the user, and may generate a
sensing signal for controlling the operation of the mobile
terminal 100. For example, when the mobile terminal 100
is a slider-type mobile phone, the sensing unit 140 may
determine whether the mobile terminal 100 is opened or
closed. In addition, the sensing unit 140 may determine
whether the mobile terminal 100 is powered by the power
supply unit 190 and whether the interface unit 170 is con-
nected to an external device.
[0028] The sensing unit 140 may include a detection
sensor 141, a pressure sensor 143 and a motion sensor
145. The detection sensor 141 may detect an approach-
ing object or whether there is an object nearby the mobile
terminal 100 without mechanical contact. More specifi-
cally, the detection sensor 141 may detect an approach-
ing object based on a change in an alternating current
(AC) magnetic field or a static magnetic field, or the rate
of change of capacitance. The sensing unit 140 may in-
clude two or more detection sensors 141.
[0029] The pressure sensor 143 may determine
whether pressure is being applied to the mobile terminal
100 or may measure the magnitude of pressure, if any,
applied to the mobile terminal 100. The pressure sensor
143 may be installed in a certain part of the mobile ter-
minal 100 where the detection of pressure is necessary.
For example, the pressure sensor 143 may be installed
in the display module 151. In this case, it is possible to
differentiate a typical touch input from a pressure touch
input, which is generated by applying greater pressure
than that used to generate a typical touch input, based
on a signal output by the pressure sensor 143. In addition,
it is possible to determine the magnitude of pressure ap-
plied to the display module 151 upon receiving a pressure
touch input based on the signal output by the pressure
sensor 143.
[0030] The motion sensor 145 may determine the lo-
cation and motion of the mobile terminal 100 using an
acceleration sensor or a gyro sensor.
[0031] In the meantime, acceleration sensors are a
type of device for converting a vibration in acceleration
into an electric signal. With recent developments in mi-
cro-electromechanical system (MEMS) technology, ac-
celeration sensors have been widely used in various
products for various purposes ranging from detecting
large motions such as car collisions as performed in air-
bag systems for automobiles to detecting minute motions
such as the motion of the hand as performed in gaming
input devices. In general, two or more acceleration sen-
sors representing different axial directions are incorpo-
rated into a single package. There are some cases when
the detection of only one axial direction, for example, a
Z-axis direction, is necessary. Thus, when an X- or Y-
axis acceleration sensor, instead of a Z-axis acceleration
sensor, is required, the X- or Y-axis acceleration sensor
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may be mounted on an additional substrate, and the ad-
ditional substrate may be mounted on a main substrate.
[0032] Gyro sensors are sensors for measuring angu-
lar velocity, and may determine the relative direction of
the rotation of the mobile terminal 100 to a reference
direction.
[0033] The output unit 150 may output audio signals,
video signals and alarm signals. The output unit 150 may
include the display module 151, an audio output module
153, an alarm module 155, and a haptic module 157.
[0034] The display module 151 may display various
information processed by the mobile terminal 100. For
example, if the mobile terminal 100 is in a call mode, the
display module 151 may display a user interface (UI) or
a graphic user interface (GUI) for making or receiving a
call. If the mobile terminal 100 is in a video call mode or
an image capturing mode, the display module 151 may
display a UI or a GUI for capturing or receiving images.
[0035] If the display module 151 and the user input unit
130 form a mutual layer structure and are thus imple-
mented as a touch screen, the display module 151 may
be used not only as an output device but also as an input
device capable of receiving information by being touched
by the user.
[0036] If the display module 151 is implemented as a
touch screen, the display module 151 may also include
a touch screen panel and a touch screen panel controller.
The touch screen panel is a transparent panel attached
onto the exterior of the mobile terminal 100 and may be
connected to an internal bus of the mobile terminal 100.
The touch screen panel keeps monitoring whether the
touch screen panel is being touched by the user. Once
a touch input to the touch screen panel is received, the
touch screen panel transmits a number of signals corre-
sponding to the touch input to the touch screen panel
controller. The touch screen panel controller processes
the signals transmitted by the touch screen panel, and
transmits the processed signals to the controller 180.
Then, the controller 180 determines whether a touch in-
put has been generated and which part of the touch
screen panel has been touched based on the processed
signals transmitted by the touch screen panel controller.
[0037] The display module 151 may include electronic
paper (e-paper). E-paper is a type of reflective display
technology and can provide as high resolution as ordi-
nary ink on paper, wide viewing angles, and excellent
visual properties. E-paper can be implemented on vari-
ous types of substrates such as a plastic, metallic or pa-
per substrate and can display and maintain an image
thereon even after power is cut off. In addition, e-paper
can reduce the power consumption of the mobile terminal
100 because it does not require a backlight assembly.
The display module 151 may be implemented as e-paper
by using electrostatic-charged hemispherical twist balls,
using electrophoretic deposition, or using microcapsules.
[0038] The display module 151 may include at least
one of an LCD, a thin film transistor (TFT)-LCD, an or-
ganic light-emitting diode (OLED), a flexible display, and

a three-dimensional (3D) display. The mobile terminal
100 may include two or more display modules 151. For
example, the mobile terminal 100 may include an exter-
nal display module (not shown) and an internal display
module (not shown).
[0039] The audio output module 153 may output audio
data received by the wireless communication unit 110
during a call reception mode, a call mode, a recording
mode, a voice recognition mode, or a broadcast reception
mode or may output audio data present in the memory
160. In addition, the audio output module 153 may output
various sound signals associated with the functions of
the mobile terminal 100 such as receiving a call or a mes-
sage. The audio output module 153 may include a speak-
er and a buzzer.
[0040] The alarm module 155 may output an alarm sig-
nal indicating the occurrence of an event in the mobile
terminal 100. Examples of the event include receiving a
call signal, receiving a message, and receiving a key sig-
nal. Examples of the alarm signal output by the alarm
module 155 include an audio signal, a video signal and
a vibration signal. More specifically, the alarm module
155 may output an alarm signal upon receiving an in-
coming call or message. In addition, the alarm module
155 may receive a key signal and may output an alarm
signal as feedback to the key signal. Therefore, the user
may be able to easily recognize the occurrence of an
event based on an alarm signal output by the alarm mod-
ule 155. An alarm signal for notifying the user of the oc-
currence of an event may be output not only by the alarm
module 155 but also by the display module 151 or the
audio output module 153.
[0041] The haptic module 157 may provide various
haptic effects (such as vibration) that can be perceived
by the user. If the haptic module 157 generates vibration
as a haptic effect, the intensity and the pattern of vibration
generated by the haptic module 157 may be altered in
various manners. The haptic module 157 may synthesize
different vibration effects and may output the result of the
synthesization. Alternatively, the haptic module 157 may
sequentially output different vibration effects.
[0042] The haptic module 157 may provide various
other haptic effects than vibration such as a haptic effect
obtained using a pin array that moves perpendicularly to
a contact skin surface, a haptic effect obtained by inject-
ing or sucking in air through an injection hole or a suction
hole, a haptic effect obtained by giving a stimulus to the
surface of the skin, a haptic effect obtained through con-
tact with an electrode, a haptic effect obtained using an
electrostatic force, and a haptic effect obtained by real-
izing the sense of heat or cold using a device capable of
absorbing heat or generating heat. The haptic module
157 may be configured to enable the user to recognize
a haptic effect using the kinesthetic sense of the fingers
or the arms. The mobile terminal 100 may include two or
more haptic modules 157.
[0043] The memory 160 may store various programs
necessary for the operation of the controller 180. In ad-
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dition, the memory 160 may temporarily store various
data such as a list of contacts, messages, still images,
or moving images.
[0044] The memory 160 may include at least one of a
flash memory type storage medium, a hard disk type stor-
age medium, a multimedia card micro type storage me-
dium, a card type memory (e.g., a secure digital (SD) or
extreme digital (XD) memory), a random access memory
(RAM), and a read-only memory (ROM). The mobile ter-
minal 100 may operate a web storage, which performs
the functions of the memory 160 on the Internet.
[0045] The interface unit 170 may interface with an ex-
ternal device that can be connected to the mobile terminal
100. The interface unit 170 may be a wired/wireless head-
set, an external battery charger, a wired/wireless data
port, a card socket for, for example, a memory card, a
subscriber identification module (SIM) card or a user
identity module (UIM) card, an audio input/output (I/O)
terminal, a video I/O terminal, or an earphone. The inter-
face unit 170 may receive data from an external device
or may be powered by an external device. The interface
unit 170 may transmit data provided by an external device
to other components in the mobile terminal 100 or may
transmit data provided by other components in the mobile
terminal 100 to an external device.
[0046] When the mobile terminal 100 is connected to
an external cradle, the interface unit 170 may provide a
path for supplying power from the external cradle to the
mobile terminal 100 or for transmitting various signals
from the external cradle to the mobile terminal 100.
[0047] The controller 180 may control the general op-
eration of the mobile terminal 100. For example, the con-
troller 180 may perform various control operations re-
garding making/receiving a voice call, transmitting/re-
ceiving data, or making/receiving a video call. The con-
troller 180 may include a multimedia player module 181,
which plays multimedia data. The multimedia player
module 181 may be implemented as a hardware device
and may be installed in the controller 180. Alternatively,
the multimedia player module 181 may be implemented
as a software program.
[0048] The power supply unit 190 may be supplied with
power by an external power source or an internal power
source and may supply power to the other components
in the mobile terminal 100.
[0049] The mobile terminal 100 may include a wired/
wireless communication system or a satellite communi-
cation system and may thus be able to operate in a com-
munication system capable of transmitting data in units
of frames or packets.
[0050] The exterior of the mobile terminal 100 (e.g., an
e-book reader) will hereinafter be described in detail with
reference to FIG. 2.
[0051] FIG. 2 illustrates a front perspective view of the
mobile terminal 100. Referring to FIG. 2, the exterior of
the mobile terminal 100 may be formed by a front case
100-1 and a rear case 100-2. Various electronic devices
may be installed in the space formed by the front case

100-1 and the rear case 100-2. The front case 100-1 and
the rear case 100-2 may be formed of a synthetic resin
through injection molding. Alternatively, the front case
100-1 and the rear case 100-2 may be formed of a metal
such as stainless steel (STS) or titanium (Ti).
[0052] The display module 151, the audio output mod-
ule 153, the camera 121, and the user input unit 130 may
be disposed in the main body of the mobile terminal 100,
and particularly, in the front case 100-1.
[0053] If a touch pad is configured to overlap the dis-
play module 151 and thus to form a mutual layer struc-
ture, the display module 151 may serve as a touch
screen. Thus, the user can enter various information sim-
ply by touching the display module 151.
[0054] The audio output module 153 may be imple-
mented as a receiver or a speaker. The camera 121 may
be configured to be suitable for capturing a still or moving
image of the user.
[0055] Another user input unit (not shown), the micro-
phone 123 and the interface unit 170 may be disposed
on one side of the front case 100-1 or the rear case 100-2.
[0056] The user input unit 130 may adopt various tac-
tile manners as long as it can offer tactile feedback to the
user.
[0057] For example, the user input unit 130 may be
implemented as a dome switch or touch pad capable of
receiving a command or information by being pushed or
touched by the user; or a wheel, a jog dial or wheel, or a
joystick capable of receiving a command or information
by being rotated. More specifically, the user input unit
130 may be used to enter various commands such as
’start’, ’end’, and ’scroll,’ characters, numerals and spe-
cial symbols to the mobile terminal 100 or to select an
operating mode for the mobile terminal 100. In addition,
the user input unit 130 may serve as a hot key for acti-
vating certain functions of the mobile terminal 100.
[0058] The microphone 123 may be configured to
properly receive the user’s voice or other sounds.
[0059] Another camera (not shown) may be provided
at the back of the rear case 100-2. The camera at the
back of the rear case 100-2 may have a different photo-
graphing direction and resolution from the camera 121.
For example, the camera 121 may have a low resolution
and may thus be suitable for capturing an image of the
user to be transmitted during a video call. On the other
hand, the camera at the back of the rear case 100-2 may
have a high resolution and may thus be suitable for cap-
turing an image of an ordinary subject.
[0060] Another audio output module (not shown) may
be additionally provided in the rear case 100-2. The audio
output module in the rear case 100-2 may realize a stereo
function together with the audio output module 153, and
may be used during a speaker-phone mode.
[0061] Not only an antenna (not shown) for making or
receiving a call but also an antenna (not shown) for re-
ceiving a broadcast signal may be disposed on one side
of the front case 100-1 or the rear case 100-2. The an-
tennas may be installed so as to be able to be retracted
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from the rear case 100-2.
[0062] The power supply unit 190, which supplies pow-
er to the mobile terminal 100, may be disposed in the
rear case 100-2. The power supply unit may be a re-
chargeable battery and may be coupled to the rear case
100-2 so as to be attachable to or detachable from the
rear case 100-2.
[0063] FIG. 3 illustrates a flowchart of a method of con-
trolling the operation of a mobile terminal according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present invention. Re-
ferring to FIG. 3, the controller 180 may display one page
(hereinafter referred to as the current page) of an elec-
tronic document on the display module 151 in response
to, for example, a user command (S200). The term ’elec-
tronic document,’ as used herein, indicates a type of doc-
ument that can be written electronically, transmitted or
stored by a device capable of processing information
such as a computer.
[0064] When the current page is displayed on the dis-
play module 151, an indicator indicating a relative posi-
tion of the current page in the electronic document may
be displayed at a certain position on the display module
151.
[0065] Thereafter, if a first input (such as a touch input)
that satisfies a predefined condition is detected from the
current page (S205), the controller 180 may gradually
increase a page quantity to be turned until the first input
is not detected any longer (S210). Examples of the pre-
defined condition include, but are not restricted to, con-
ditions regarding touch pressure, touch duration, touch
frequency and the size of a touched area.
[0066] The page quantity may be initially set to a de-
fault value of 1, but the present invention is not restricted
to this. That is, the default value to which the page quan-
tity is initially set may be arbitrarily determined in accord-
ance with a user command. The speed at which the pag-
es of the electronic document are turned may increase
according to the duration of the first input. The controller
180 may apply to the electronic document a screen effect
such as the effect of flipping a number of pages of the
electronic document corresponding to the page quantity
as if the electronic document were a physical book.
[0067] If a second input is detected from the current
page (S215), the controller 180 may turn a number of
pages of the electronic document corresponding to the
page quantity determined in operation S210 (S220). For
example, if the page quantity determined in operation
S210 is 5, the controller 180 may turn five pages, and
may display the sixth page from the current page on the
display module 151.
[0068] The second input may be a drag or flick that
directly follows the first input, but the present invention
is not restricted to this. That is, various types of other
user inputs than a drag or flick can be used as the second
input. In operation S220, the controller 180 may apply a
screen effect, which can create the illusion of flipping
pages of a physical book, to the electronic document.
[0069] If a flicking input is detected from the current

page (S225), the controller 180 may display the previous
or subsequent page of the current page according to the
direction of the detected flick (S230).
[0070] The term ’flicking input,’ as used herein, indi-
cates scratching lightly on the surface of a touch screen
with a finger. A touch input and a flicking input may be
differentiated from each other based on how long the
display module 151 is touched with, for example, a finger.
[0071] If another user input such as a key input or a
typical touch input is detected (S235), the controller 180
may control an operation corresponding to the detected
user input to be performed (S240).
[0072] In this manner, it is possible to quickly navigate
from the current page to any desired page of the elec-
tronic document with ease.
[0073] In this exemplary embodiment, if a touch input
that satisfies the predefined condition is detected from
an electronic document screen, a page quantity to be
turned may be determined based on the duration of the
touch input. Alternatively, if a touch input that satisfies
the predefined condition is detected from a page currently
being displayed on the electronic document screen, the
chapter numbers and titles of subsequent chapters to the
chapter including a page may be sequentially displayed
one after another until the touch input is not detected any
longer. Thereafter, if a drag or flicking input that begins
from where the touch input is detected from the current
page, a page of a chapter corresponding to a chapter
title displayed at the time of the detection of the drag or
flicking input may be displayed.
[0074] Still alternatively, if a page currently being dis-
played on an electronic document screen is touched and
then dragged to a first direction, a page quantity to be
turned may be determined based on the distance by
which the current page is dragged. Thereafter, if the cur-
rent page is dragged to a second direction, the controller
180 may flip a number of pages corresponding to the
determined page quantity.
[0075] FIG. 4 illustrates a flowchart of a method of con-
trolling the operation of a mobile terminal according to
another exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
Referring to FIG. 4, operations S300, S335, S340, S345
and S350 are the same as their respective counterparts
of FIG. 3, and thus, detailed descriptions thereof will be
omitted.
[0076] If a touch input and then a drag input are de-
tected from the display module 151 when one page (here-
inafter referred to as the current page) of the electronic
document is displayed on the display module 151 (S305),
the controller 180 may display an image of a number of
pages of the electronic document (including the current
page) corresponding to the distance of the drag input
being pulled to the direction of the drag input so that the
subsequent page can be partially revealed (S310).
[0077] The pulling of pages of the electronic document
performed in operation S310 may continue until the drag
input detected in operation S305 is not detected any long-
er (S315). If the drag input detected in operation S305 is
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not detected any longer, the controller 180 may display
an image of the pulled pages returning to their original
position sequentially in reverse order to which they are
pulled, and may display the current page back on the
display module 151 (S320).
[0078] The subsequent page to the pulled pages may
be marked with a page number. The pulled pages may
be displayed transparently so that the subsequent page
can be seen there through.
[0079] Thereafter, if a drag input is detected from the
display module 151 in the same direction as that of the
touch-and-drag input detected in operation S305 (S325),
the controller 180 may flip the pulled pages, and may
display the subsequent page to the pulled pages on the
display module 151 (S330).
[0080] On the other hand, if a drag input is detected
from the display module 151 in the opposite direction to
the direction of the touch-and-drag input detected in op-
eration S305, the whole page-turning operation may be
terminated, and the current page may be displayed back
on the display module 151.
[0081] In this manner, it is possible for the user to ef-
fectively navigate to any desired page in an electronic
document using an intuitive method that can provide the
sensation of flipping pages of a physical book.
[0082] In some implementations, if a touch input that
satisfies a predefined condition is detected, a page quan-
tity to be turned may be determined based on the duration
of the touch input. Thereafter, if a drag input is detected
after the touch input, an image of a number of pages
corresponding to the determined page quantity being
pulled may be displayed regardless of the distance of the
drag input, and the rest of the page-turning operation
may be performed in the same manner as in the imple-
mentation shown in FIG. 4.
[0083] The exemplary embodiments of FIGS. 3 and 4
will hereinafter be described in further detail with refer-
ence to FIGS. 5 through 12.
[0084] FIGS. 5 through 7 illustrate diagrams for ex-
plaining how to turn a number of pages corresponding
to a page quantity determined in response to a predefined
user input.
[0085] Referring to FIGS. 5(a) and 5(b), if a touch input
503 that has a predefined pressure level or higher con-
tinues for more than a predefined amount of time is de-
tected when an electronic document screen 500 is dis-
played on the display module 151, a page quantity 505
to be turned may be displayed on the electronic document
screen 500. The page quantity 505 may gradually in-
crease as the duration of the touch input 503 increases.
More specifically, the longer the duration of the touch
input 503 or the greater the pressure of the touch input
503, the faster the page quantity 505 increases.
[0086] Referring to FIG. 5(d), if a flicking or drag input
507 that begins from where the touch input 503 is detect-
ed is detected when the page quantity 505 reaches a
value desired by the user, a number of pages correspond-
ing to the desired value may be turned. During the turning

of pages of an electronic document, a screen effect 509,
which can create the illusion of flipping pages of a phys-
ical book, may be provided. Pages of an electronic doc-
ument may be flipped backward or forward according to
the direction of a flicking input.
[0087] In this manner, it is possible to flip multiple pag-
es of an electronic document by touching on the elec-
tronic document in a predefined manner and then flicking
or dragging on the electronic document.
[0088] FIG. 6 illustrates diagrams for explaining how
to navigate through chapters of an electronic document.
Referring to FIGS. 6(a) and 6(b), if a touch input 523 that
has a predetermined pressure level or higher or contin-
ues for more than a predefined amount of time is detected
when an electronic document screen 520 is displayed on
the display module 151, the numbers and titles of sub-
sequent chapters to a chapter including a page currently
being displayed on the electronic document screen 520
may appear one after another on the electronic document
screen 520, as indicated by reference numeral 525 until
the touch input 523 is not detected any longer. Referring
to FIG. 6(d), if a flicking or drag input 527 that begins
from where the touch input 523 is detected is detected
when a chapter desired by the user is encountered, a
page of the desired chapter may be displayed. In this
case, a screen effect 529 that creates a multiple pages-
flip animation may be applied to the electronic document
screen 520.
[0089] If a drag input having almost the same pressure
level as the touch input 523 is detected along a left-to-
right or right-to-left direction when the chapter number
and title of a predetermined chapter are displayed on the
electronic document screen 520 and/or if the distance of
the drag input is less than a predefined value, a previous
or subsequent chapter to the predetermined chapter may
be displayed on the display module 151.
[0090] FIG. 7 illustrates diagrams for explaining how
to turn pages of an electronic document in response to
a touch-and-drag input. Referring to FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b),
if a touch input 543 that satisfies a predefined condition
is detected when an electronic document screen 540 is
displayed on the display module 151, an indicator 541
indicating a page number of a current page and the total
number of pages of an electronic document may be dis-
played on the electronic document screen 540.
[0091] Referring to FIG. 7(b), if a downward drag input
545 is detected after the touch input 543, a page quantity
550 may be displayed at one position on the electronic
document screen 540. Referring to FIG. 7(c), the longer
the distance of the downward drag input 545, the greater
the page quantity 550 will become.
[0092] Referring to FIG. 7(d), if a leftward flicking or
drag input 547 is detected when the page quantity 550
reaches a value desired by the user, a number of pages
corresponding to the desired value may be turned.
[0093] In this case, a screen effect 539, which can pro-
vide the sensation of flipping paper pages of a physical
book, may be applied to the electronic document screen
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540.
[0094] FIGS. 8 and 9 illustrate diagrams for explaining
how to turn pages of an electronic document by simulat-
ing a gesture such as the pulling or folding of pages of a
physical document. Referring to FIGS. 8(a) and 8(b), if
a touch input and then a leftward drag input 603 are de-
tected when an electronic document 600 showing a page
(hereinafter referred to as the current page) of an elec-
tronic document is displayed on the display module 151,
an image 610 of a number of pages corresponding to the
distance of the drag input 603 being pulled to the direction
of the drag input 603 may be displayed. The pulled pages
may be displayed transparently so that the content of the
subsequent page can be viewed therethrough.
[0095] Referring to FIG. 8(c), if the drag input 603 is
terminated and a predefined amount of time elapses with-
out any further user input, the pulled pages may return
to their original position, and the current page may be
displayed back on the electronic document screen 600.
[0096] Referring to FIG. 8(d), if another leftward drag
input or a leftward flicking input 605 is detected when a
page quantity 613 decreases to a value desired by the
user, the pulled pages may be turned so that the subse-
quent page can be completely revealed. On the other
hand, if a rightward drag input is detected, the whole
page-turning operation may be canceled.
[0097] Referring to FIGS. 9(a) and 9(b), if multiple
touch inputs 643 and 645 generated by touching on a
lower right part of an electronic document screen 640
with a thumb and an index finger are detected, a page
currently being displayed on the electronic document
screen 640 and its subsequent pages may be displayed
as being folded.
[0098] Thereafter, if there are, for example, 210 pages
(including the current page) to go, a page quantity of 210
may be displayed at a back side of the last one of the
folded pages. In this case, the user can make a desired
page appear on the electronic document screen 640 by
generating a flicking input that simulates a gesture such
as counting bills or flipping through pages of a book.
Thereafter, the user may touch on the desired page and
may thus be able to navigate to the desired page.
[0099] In this manner, it is possible to view the content
of an electronic document as if it were a physical book.
In addition, it is possible to quickly navigate to any desired
page.
[0100] FIGS. 10 through 12 illustrate diagrams for ex-
plaining how to turn pages of an electronic document
using various input methods. Referring to FIG. 10, an
electronic document may be presented on an electronic
document screen 700 as an image of a book with a plu-
rality of indexes or a table of contents, as indicated by
reference numeral 710. The user may touch on any one
of the indexes and may thus navigate to a corresponding
page. In addition, the user may determine the amount of
content in the electronic document based on the indexes
or the table of contents of the electronic document.
[0101] Referring to FIGS. 11(a) and 11(b), if the mobile

terminal 100 is rotated by 90 degrees when held upright,
an electronic document screen may be converted from
a 1-page layout view to a 2-page layout view. Referring
to FIG. 11(c), if the mobile terminal 100 is swung back
and forth, an electronic document may be presented as
an image 740 of a book that shows its top edge, and thus,
the user may determine the amount of content in the elec-
tronic document based on the thickness of the book.
[0102] The image 740 may be displayed at the top or
bottom of an electronic document screen according to
the direction in which the mobile terminal 100 is tilted.
The image 740 may be configured to disappear if the
mobile terminal 100 is swung back and forth again or if
a predefined motion of the mobile terminal 100 other than
a swing of the mobile terminal 100 is detected.
[0103] Referring to FIG. 12(a), if a portion of the top
edge of the book in the image 740 is touched with a finger,
as indicated by reference numeral 743, an enlarged view
750 of the touched portion may be provided in the middle
of an electronic book screen.
[0104] Referring to FIGS. 12(b) and 12(c), if a down-
ward drag or flicking input 745 is detected when one point
in the thickness of the book in the enlarged view 750 is
selected, a page corresponding to the selected point in
the thickness of the book in the enlarged view 750 may
be displayed on the electronic book screen, as indicated
by reference numeral 760.
[0105] In short, as shown in FIGS. 11 and 12, an elec-
tronic document can be viewed in a 1-page layout or in
a 2-page layout (as in a physical book). When an elec-
tronic document is presented as an image of a book, the
user can roughly determine the number of pages to go
through to finish the whole electronic document and the
number of pages to be turned based on the thickness of
the book.
[0106] The mobile terminal according to the present
invention and the method of controlling the operation of
the mobile terminal according to the present invention
are not restricted to the exemplary embodiments set forth
herein. Therefore, variations and combinations of the ex-
emplary embodiments set forth herein may fall within the
scope of the present invention.
[0107] The present invention can be realized as code
that can be read by a processor (such as a mobile station
modem (MSM)) included in a mobile terminal and that
can be written on a computer-readable recording medi-
um. The computer-readable recording medium may be
any type of recording device in which data is stored in a
computer-readable manner. Examples of the computer-
readable recording medium include a ROM, a RAM, a
CD-ROM, a magnetic tape, a floppy disc, an optical data
storage, and a carrier wave (e.g., data transmission
through the internet). The computer-readable recording
medium can be distributed over a plurality of computer
systems connected to a network so that computer-read-
able code is written thereto and executed therefrom in a
decentralized manner. Functional programs, code, and
code segments needed for realizing the present invention
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can be easily construed by one of ordinary skill in the art.
[0108] As described above, according to the present
invention, it is possible to allow a user to navigate freely
to any desired page in an electronic document with the
sensation of reading a real book by using a new input
method that involves using various combinations of a
touch input, a drag input, and a flicking input. In addition,
it is possible to effectively control various operations as-
sociated with the display of electronic documents on mo-
bile terminals by using the new input method as well as
existing input methods.
[0109] While the present invention has been particu-
larly shown and described with reference to exemplary
embodiments thereof, it will be understood by those of
ordinary skill in the art that various changes in form and
details may be made therein without departing from the
spirit and scope of the present invention as defined by
the following claims.

Claims

1. A method of controlling the operation of a mobile
terminal, the method comprising:

displaying an electronic document screen show-
ing one of a plurality of pages of an electronic
document on a display module (S200, S300);
responsive to detecting a first input on the elec-
tronic document screen that satisfies a prede-
fined condition, increasing a page quantity to be
turned according to the duration of the first input
(S210, S310); and
responsive to detecting a second input on the
electronic document screen (S210; S325),
jumping a number of pages corresponding to
the increased page quantity and displaying a
subsequent page on the electronic document
screen (S220; S330).

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the first input in-
cludes a touch input that satisfies a condition regard-
ing one of touch pressure, touch duration, touch fre-
quency and the size of a touched area.

3. The method of claim 1 or 2, wherein the second input
includes a drag input that begins from where the first
input is detected and a flicking input that begins from
where the first input is detected.

4. The method of claim 1, 2 or 3, further comprising
increasing a speed at which the page quantity to be
turned increases according to the duration of the first
input.

5. The method of claim 1 to 4, further comprising dis-
playing an indicator at one position on the electronic
document screen, indicating a relative position of a

page currently being displayed on the electronic doc-
ument screen in the electronic document.

6. The method of claim 1 to 5, further comprising:

if a third input including a drag input in a first
direction is detected from the electronic docu-
ment screen, increasing the page quantity to be
turned according to a distance of the drag input;
and
if a third input including a drag input in a second
direction, which is different from the first direc-
tion, is detected from the electronic document
screen, jumping a number of pages correspond-
ing to the increased page quantity and display-
ing a subsequent page on the electronic docu-
ment screen.

7. The method of claim 1 to 6, further comprising dis-
playing an image of a book, in which a total number
of pages of the electronic document is represented
by a thickness of the book, on the electronic docu-
ment screen.

8. The method of claim 1 to 7, further comprising in-
creasing a chapter quantity to be turned according
to the duration of the first input.

9. The method of claim 1 to 8, further comprising chang-
ing the page quantity to be turned according to the
rotation of a main body of the mobile terminal.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein:

if drag input in a first direction is detected from
the electronic document screen as a first input,
displaying an image of a number of pages to be
turned corresponding to a distance of the drag
input being pulled to the first direction, wherein,
if the drag input in the first direction is not de-
tected any longer, the pulled pages sequentially
return to their original position; and
if a drag input in the first direction that begins
from where the first input is detected is detected
from the electronic document screen as a sec-
ond input, turning the pulled pages and display-
ing a subsequent page on the electronic docu-
ment screen.

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising display-
ing the pulled pages transparently.

12. The method of claim 10 or 11, further comprising
displaying a page number of the subsequent page
at one position on the electronic document screen.

13. The method of claim 10, 11 or 12, further comprising,
if a drag input in the second direction that begins
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from where the first input is detected, displaying the
same electronic document screen as that previously
displayed before the detection of the first input on
the display module.

14. The method of claim 10, 11 or 12, further comprising,
if multiple touch inputs are detected from a portion
of the electronic document screen, displaying an im-
age representing a number of pages to go through
to finish the electronic document on the electronic
document screen.

15. The method of claim 14, further comprising, if one
point in the image is selected, displaying a page cor-
responding to the selected point on the electronic
document screen.

16. The method of anyone of the preceding claims, if a
flicking input is detected from the electronic docu-
ment screen, displaying a previous or subsequent
page to a page currently being displayed on the elec-
tronic document screen according to a direction of
the flicking input.

17. A mobile terminal comprising:

a display module configured to display thereon
an electronic document screen showing one of
a plurality of pages of an electronic document;
and
a controller, configured to perform a method of
controlling the operation of the mobile terminal
according to anyone of the preceding claims.
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