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(54) Screen management system

(57) This invention proposes an apparatus in order
to save screen space and to have a well-organised
screen.

The apparatus for managing the screen space of a
display screen comprises:

- a storage medium which comprises at least one pri-

mary tab and or each primary tab at least one as-
sociated element,

- a display means which displays at least one of the
stored primary tabs on the display screen,

- a selection means to allow the selection of at least
one of the displayed primary tab so that if a primary
tab is selected, its associated element is displayed.
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Description

[0001] This invention relates to a screen space man-
agement apparatus and the method therefore. It relates
also to an information display system. It could be used,
for example, by computer based training systems. More
generally, it could be used by any system that needs to
display a great number of information at the same time
or at a moment's notice wile still keeping a convenient
arrangement.
[0002] There are many ways to conceive computer
based training or learning systems. These systems
have in common to present a lot of information to the
users, usually students, at the same time or almost the
same time. This information presentation needs a lots
of screen space. Moreover this information should be
easy to learn for the user. So it's not possible to make a
closely displayed information presentation. It's possible
to produce a high size screen, but there are limited in
size and expensive. In the same idea, for some appli-
cation, if you want to display all the windows linked all
together, you need more than one screen. This solution
is also expensive and complex to realise because you
need to synchronise information which is shared by both
screens. The lack of screen space for display systems
is a real problem for all computer based training sys-
tems.
[0003] The existing systems to save screen space
usually allow switching from a window to an icon and
vice-versa. But, with such systems, the display screen
has many windows and icons which are displayed any-
where on the display screen. The icons are usually not
organised or only as the user decides at a given time.
The window's organisation obey the same (no) rules.
So, with this kind of system, there is an organisational
problem. Furthermore, the windows which comprise
complementary information are linked all together in or-
der to be displayed at the same time or almost at the
same time. But, none of the existing systems do take
into account the link between the windows to save
screen space.
[0004] One aim of this invention is particularly to solve
the above-mentioned drawbacks.
[0005] For this purpose, this invention proposes an
apparatus for managing the screen space on a display
screen, this apparatus comprises:

- a storage medium which comprises at least one pri-
mary tab and or each primary tab at least one as-
sociated element,

- a display means which displays at least one of the
stored primary tab on the display screen,

- a selection means to allow the selection of at least
one of the displayed primary tab so that if a primary
tab is selected, its associated element is displayed.

[0006] Furthermore, the primary tab is displayed on
one of the edge of display screen in order to occupy less

screen space.
[0007] Furthermore, the associated element is dis-
played in such way that it masks at least his associated
primary tab.
[0008] Furthermore, the storage medium comprises
at least a principal window linked to at least one of the
stored primary tabs and its associated elements and the
display means displays the principal window linked to
the displayed tab or associated element in the centre
area of the display screen.
[0009] Furthermore, the associated element compris-
es a return part and the selection means allows the se-
lection of at least this said return part so that if this said
return part is selected, the display means does not dis-
play the associated element anymore and displays its
primary tab again.
[0010] Furthermore, the associated element is a sec-
ondary window or a set of secondary tabs and its return
part is, respectively, a closing part or a return tab.
[0011] Furthermore, this invention is related to a sys-
tem for displaying information which comprises at least
a display screen and the above-mentioned apparatus
for screen space management.
[0012] Furthermore, this information display system is
used in a computer based training system.
[0013] Further features and advantages of the inven-
tion will be apparent from the following description of
examples of embodiments of the invention with refer-
ence to the drawing, which shows some details of the
invention, and from the claims. The individual details
may be realised in an embodiment of the invention either
severally or jointly in any combination.
[0014] The drawings are given as examples and
show:

- Figure 1, a display screen with primary tabs before
the selection of one of them,

- Figure 2a and 2b, a display screen with displayed
associated element after the selection of one of the
primary tab, the associated element is a secondary
window on figure 2a and a plurality of secondary
tabs on figure 2b,

- Figure 3, a block diagram of an example of a screen
space management apparatus.

[0015] Figure 1 shows an example of the result of the
space screen management by the apparatus according
to the invention. On one of the edge of the display screen
1 are displayed a plurality of primary tabs {21, 22 ... 2N}
and a principal window 3 is displayed in the centre area
of the display screen 1.
[0016] In a second embodiment a principal audio file
is played instead of principal window 3. In a third em-
bodiment, the audio file played is linked to the displayed
principal window 3. In any of this embodiment, primary
tabs 2 can be displayed not only on one of the four edges
of the display screen 1 but on two or more edge or in
any else given area(s) on the display screen 1. At a giv-
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en time, both displayed window 3 and/or played audio
file and displayed primary tabs 2 are linked all together.
[0017] Thanks to this link between the principal win-
dows 3 and/or the principal audio file with primary tabs,
all the complementary information to this principal win-
dows 3 and/or audio file comprised in any secondary
windows 4 could be find easily by the user by selecting
one of the displayed linked primary tabs 2 and then,
eventually, a secondary tab 4 in order to access this
complementary information.
[0018] In the example shown on figure 2a, the primary
tab 21 is associated with the associated element 4,
which is a secondary window here. In this example by
the selection of the primary tab 21 of figure 1, the sec-
ondary window 4 has been displayed masking all the
previous displayed primary tabs 2 of that edge.
[0019] Secondary window 4 could also have masked
only the associated primary tab 21 or only part of the
previous displayed primary tabs or the whole screen.
[0020] The associated element 4 comprises a return
part 41, which allows by selecting it to slide-in or disap-
pearing the associated element 4 and come back to fig-
ure 1. The return part 41 may be only a part of the as-
sociated element 4 as shown on this figure 2a or the
whole associated element 4. In this second option, by
selecting on any inactive part of the associated element
4, this associated element will slide back or disappear.
[0021] Each primary tabs 2 can have a label : A0, B0...
N0 so that it's easier for the user to recover the needed
information comprised in the associated element 4 and
for the screen space apparatus to organise the primary
tabs 2 on the display screen 1. The return part 41 may
have the same label as the selected primary tab 21.
[0022] If a principal audio file comprises spoken text,
one of the primary displayed tabs 2 can be associated
to a element 4 which is a secondary window comprising
this spoken text.
[0023] If some primary tabs are still displayed even if
an associated element 4 is already displayed, other pri-
mary tabs can be selected and a plurality of element 4
associated to different primary tabs 2 can be displayed
at the same time. In order to optimise the screen space
management, the apparatus, according to the invention,
can allow a given number of associated element 4 to be
displayed at the same time or limit the number of asso-
ciated elements 4 displayed according to the space oc-
cupied on the screen by these elements.
[0024] To have a clear and well-organised screen, the
element 4 associated to one of the primary tabs 2, B0
as for an example, can be a set of secondary tabs 4 as
shown on figure 2b. Each secondary tabs can have a
label : A1, B1...M1 so that it's easier for the user to re-
cover the needed information comprised in its associat-
ed element 4. The secondary tabs' associated element
4 can be a third level of window or a set of third level
tabs as well. Instead the third level of level window slide
in the screen by selecting the appropriated tab, a deter-
mined area of the screen can be used to display this

third level window whatever which secondary tab A1 to
M1 has been selected. The screen space management
apparatus can -use these secondary tabs 4, for exam-
ple, if the number of primary tabs to be displayed at the
same time on the display screen 1 are too high. This two
level of tabs are easier to use because there is no risk
of mis-selection of one tab as in prior art where you
should maintain the selection of the primary tab while
choosing the secondary tab. One of the secondary tabs
could be the return part 41 of the associated element 4
so that, by selecting it, the set of secondary tabs 4 dis-
appear from the display screen 1 and the primary tabs
are displayed again. Figure 2b shows a two-level tabs
screen space management, a higher-level tabs screen
space management is realised on the same scheme.
[0025] As shown on figure 2a, the associated element
4 mask part of the principal window 3 but it could have
masked it totally or not at all as shown on figure 2b.
[0026] Figure 3 shows, as an example, a block dia-
gram of a screen space management apparatus. The
storage medium 5 comprises at least principal windows
file 50, primary tabs file 51 and associated elements file
52. The primary tabs of the file 51 could be linked to at
least one of the principal window of file 50 or at least
one of the principal audio file (not shown on this figure)
stored in the storage medium 5 or another storage me-
dium (not shown on this figure). The file 52 can be seen
as divided in two parts: a first part comprising associated
elements 4 which are secondary windows and a second
part comprising associated elements 4 which are sets
of secondary tabs. Each element of the file 52 are as-
sociated to at least one of the primary tab of file 51 or
one of the secondary tab of file 52.
[0027] This example of apparatus for managing the
screen space of a display screen 1 comprises a storage
medium 5 comprising at least one primary tab 2 and, for
each primary tab, at least one associated element 4, a
display means 6 which displays at least one of the stored
primary tab 2 on the display screen 1, a selection means
7 to allow the selection of at least one of the displayed
primary tab 2 so that if a primary tab is selected, its as-
sociated element 4 is displayed. The display means 6
could display the principal window 3 linked to the dis-
played tab 2 or associated element 4 in the centre area
of the display screen 1. The selection means 7 allows
the selection of at least the return part 41 of the displayed
associated element 4 so that if this said return part 41 is
selected, the display means 6 does not display the as-
sociated element 4 anymore and displays its primary tab
2 again.
[0028] So the selection means 7 allows the user to
select one of the displayed primary 2 or secondary 4
tabs or the return part 41 of one of the displayed asso-
ciated element 4. By this selection, the display means
6 display on the display screen 1 the associated element
4 if a tab has been selected, or display the associated
tabs again if the return part 41 has been selected.
[0029] The audio player and the synchroniser be-
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tween the audio player and the display means are not
shown by this figure. They are used to play audio file(s)
when displaying a given text, picture or video in one of
the principal 3 or secondary 4 windows.
[0030] In any case, the space screen management
apparatus could be able to swap a selected secondary
window with the principal window.
[0031] This screen space management have several
application possibilities: computer based training (CBT),
television, any apparatus with displays and control pan-
el(s)...
[0032] For example, in CBT, the principal windows
could be used to give the essential information for the
training or a picture from the apparatus to be trained,
the tabs are associated to windows which can repro-
duce an overview from the lesson, give some help in-
formation, shows the made mistake(s), warns, repro-
duces the panel board from the apparatus to be trained,
displays separate videos...
[0033] For television, tabs can be used to have the
possibilities to have more than one channel on the
screen, to display the electronic program guide (EPG)...
[0034] For any display apparatus (like radar dis-
play...), instead of real panel board to control the appa-
ratus and/or the display, the tabs can be used to have
virtual well-organised panel board(s).

Claims

1. An apparatus for managing the screen space of a
display screen 1, characterised in that this appa-
ratus comprises :

- a storage medium 5 which comprises at least
one primary tab 2 and for each primary tab 2 at
least one associated element 4,

- a display means 6 which displays at least one
of the stored primary tab 2 on the display screen
1,

- a selection means 7 to allow the selection of at
least one of the displayed primary tab 2 so that
if a primary tab 2 is selected, its associated el-
ement 4 is displayed.

2. An apparatus according to claim 1 characterised
in that the primary tab 2 are displayed on one of
the edge of display screen 1.

3. An apparatus according to anyone of claim 1 or 2
characterised in that the associated element 4 is
displayed in such way that it masks at least his as-
sociated primary tab 2.

4. An apparatus according to anyone of claim 1 to 3
characterised in that:

- the storage medium 5 comprises at least a prin-

cipal window 3 linked to at least one of the
stored primary tab 2 and its associated element
4,

- the display means 6 displays the principal win-
dow 3 linked to the displayed tab 2 or associat-
ed element 4 in the centre area of the display
screen 1.

5. An apparatus according to anyone of claims 1 to 4
characterised in that:

- the associated element 4 comprises a return
parts 41,

- the selection means 7 allows the selection of at
least this said return part 41 so that if this said
return part 41 is selected, the display means 6
does not display the associated element 4 an-
ymore and displays its primary tab 2 again.

6. An apparatus according to anyone of claims 1 to 5
characterised in that the associated element 4 is
a secondary window or a plurality of secondary tabs
and its return part 41 is, respectively, a closing part
or a return tab.

7. An method of screen space management charac-
terised by the following steps:

- displaying at least one primary tab 2 on the dis-
play screen 1,

- selecting a primary tab 2,
- displaying on the display screen 1 an element

4 associated to the selected primary tab 2.

8. A method according to claim 7 characterised in
that the primary tab 2 are displayed on one of the
edge of display screen 1.

9. A method according to anyone of claim 7 or 8 char-
acterised in that the associated element 4 is dis-
played in such way that it masks at least his asso-
ciated primary tab 2.

10. A method according to anyone of claim 7 to 9 char-
acterised by displaying in the centre area of the
display screen 1 a principal window 3 linked to the
displayed tab(s) 2.

11. A method according to claims 7 to 10 character-
ised by the following steps:

- selecting the return part 41 of the displayed as-
sociated element 4,

- erasing the associated element 4 whose return
part 41 has been selected from the display
screen 1,

- displaying the tab 2 associated to this selected
element 4 again.
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12. A method according to anyone of claims 7 to 11
characterised in that the associated element 4 is
a secondary window or a plurality of secondary tabs
and its return part 41 is, respectively, a closing part
or a return tab.

13. A system for displaying information which compris-
es at least a display screen 1 and an apparatus for
screen space management according to anyone of
claim 1 to 6.

14. A system according to the preceding claim charac-
terised in that it is used in a computer based train-
ing system.
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