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Description

FIELD OF TECHNOLOGY

[0001] The subject matter herein generally relates to
mobile devices, and more specifically relates to a system
and method of adjusting camera image data captured by
mobile device cameras.

BACKGROUND

[0002] With the advent of more robust electronic sys-
tems, advancements of mobile devices are becoming
more prevalent. Mobile devices can provide a variety of
functions including, for example, telephonic, audio/video,
and gaming functions. Mobile devices can include mobile
stations such as cellular telephones, smart telephones,
portable gaming systems, portable audio and video play-
ers, electronic writing or typing tablets, handheld mes-
saging devices, personal digital assistants, and handheld
computers.
[0003] Mobile devices allow users to have an integrat-
ed device which can perform a variety of different tasks.
For example, a mobile device can be enabled for each
of or some of the following functions: voice transmission
(cell phones), text transmission (pagers and PDAs),
sending and receiving data for viewing of Internet web-
sites and multi-media messages. Additionally, mobile de-
vices can include one or more applications such as a
camera application for capturing photographs or videos.
US2008/024608 relates to a method and apparatus for
visualizing surroundings of a vehicle, especially in the
dark. An image fusion takes place that fuses the visual
image and the infrared image into a target image.
US2010/309315 shows a system with enhanced vision
capability by combining captured images from infrared
and visible wavelength sensors. ¶
The present invention is set out in the independent
claims, with some optional features set out in the claims
dependent thereto.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0004] Implementations of the present technology will
now be described, by way of example only, with reference
to the attached figures, wherein:

Figure 1 is an illustration of a rear view of an example
mobile device having a visible light camera module
and a non-visible light camera module in accordance
with an example implementation of the present tech-
nology;

Figure 2 is a block diagram of an example mobile
device configured for adjusting camera image data
in accordance with an example implementation of
the present technology;

Figure 3 is a block diagram of a portion of a system
for adjusting camera image data in accordance with
an example implementation of the present technol-
ogy, including a memory device;

Figure 4 is an illustration of a memory device having
portions for non-visible light camera image data, vis-
ible light camera image data, and hybrid image data
in accordance with an example implementation of
the present technology;

Figure 5 is an illustration of a memory device having
portions for non-visible light camera image data, vis-
ible light camera image data, and hybrid image data
in accordance with an example implementation of
the present technology, with image data stored in
the memory device;

Figure 6A is an illustration of a visible light camera
image in accordance with an example implementa-
tion of the present technology;

Figure 6B is an illustration of a non-visible light cam-
era image in accordance with an example implemen-
tation of the present technology;

Figure 7A is an illustration of a visible light camera
image in accordance with an example implementa-
tion of the present technology, illustrating the contour
of an object in the image;

Figure 7B is an illustration of a non-visible light cam-
era image in accordance with an example implemen-
tation of the present technology, illustrating the con-
tour of an object in the image;

Figure 8A is an illustration of a visible light camera
image in accordance with an example implementa-
tion of the present technology, illustrating the deter-
mination of the location of the portion of the image
that does not meet a predetermined threshold asso-
ciated with an acceptable quality factor of an image
relative to a contour of the image;

Figure 8B is an illustration of a non-visible light cam-
era image in accordance with an example implemen-
tation of the present technology, illustrating the de-
termination of a portion of the non-visible light image
corresponding to the portion of the visible light image
illustrated in Figure 8A that does not meet a prede-
termined threshold associated with an acceptable
quality factor of an image;

Figure 9 illustrates a hybrid image of the visible light
image of Figure 6A and the non-visible light image
of Figure 6B;

Figure 10 is a flow chart of a method of adjusting
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camera image data in accordance with an example
implementation;

Figure 11 is a flow chart of another method of ad-
justing camera image data in which a quality factor
of the hybrid image is determined;

Figure 12 is a flow chart of an example method of
adjusting camera image data in which the contours
of the non-visible light camera image data and the
visible light camera image data are determined to
locate the portion(s) of the visible light camera image
data that do not meet a predetermined threshold as-
sociated with an acceptable quality factor for images;
and

Figure 13 is an illustration of a front view of an ex-
ample mobile device wherein an exemplary camera
setting menu, in which augmentation or adjusting of
camera image data can be user-selected or user-
defined, is shown on the display.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0005] For simplicity and clarity of illustration, where
appropriate, reference numerals have been repeated
among the different figures to indicate corresponding or
analogous elements. In addition, numerous specific de-
tails are set forth in order to provide a thorough under-
standing of the implementations described herein. How-
ever, those of ordinary skill in the art will understand that
the implementations described herein can be practiced
without these specific details. In other instances, meth-
ods, procedures and components have not been de-
scribed in detail so as not to obscure the related relevant
feature being described. Also, the disclosure is not to be
considered as limiting the scope of the implementations
described herein.
[0006] Several definitions that apply throughout this
disclosure will now be presented. The word "coupled" is
defined as connected, whether directly or indirectly
through intervening components, and is not necessarily
limited to physical connections. The term "communica-
tively coupled" is defined as connected whether directly
or indirectly through intervening components, is not nec-
essarily limited to a physical connection, and allows for
the transfer of data. The term "mobile device" is defined
as any electronic device that is capable of at least ac-
cepting information entries from a user and any electronic
device that includes its own power source. "Wireless
communication" means communication that occurs via
an electromagnetic field between communicatively cou-
pled devices. The term "memory" refers to transitory
memory and non-transitory memory. For example, non-
transitory memory can be implemented as Random Ac-
cess Memory (RAM), Read-Only Memory (ROM), flash,
ferromagnetic, phase-change memory, and other non-
transitory memory technologies. A "histogram" is defined

as a collection of a plurality of consecutive images (or
image data) from a camera module. The histogram en-
ables the construction of a history of a particular image
using the previous images from the plurality of consec-
utive images in the histogram. "Dynamic range" as used
herein describes the ability to capture objects in varying
light conditions. A greater dynamic range allows for better
capturing of images in light conditions that are dimmer
and brighter than in a lesser dynamic range. "Dynamic
range swing" as used herein refers to light conditions
going from one extreme of the dynamic range to the other.
[0007] As mobile devices are compact, real estate
within the mobile device is limited and compromises need
to be made as to which components to include depending
on the desired needs functions of the mobile device. With
regard to mobile devices having cameras, the cameras
typically have an infrared cut-off filter to allow the camera
to capture color images. However, the filter blocks a sig-
nificant percentage of light energy available in the scene
which is being captured by the camera, thereby increas-
ing the minimum light level required to generate an im-
age. As a result, images captured on mobile device cam-
eras tend to be darker. Additionally, as flashes on mobile
device cameras require additional energy to power the
flashes, lower-powered flashes are implemented, lead-
ing to a darker resultant image. As mobile devices having
cameras require a higher minimum light level to generate
an acceptable image, mobile device cameras are typi-
cally insufficient to capture nighttime images, indoor im-
ages, other low-light images, excessive light images,
such as outdoor overly-sunlit images, or any other low-
quality image. For example, in an environment in which
there is full sun exposure or in an environment such as
a darkroom both autofocus and fixed-focus lens cameras
will produce substandard video output or substandard
images. As the camera attempts to adjust or account for
the lighting or lack thereof, the image processor will cycle
through several settings in an attempt to find an optimum
configuration for capturing images in such environments,
thereby consuming excessive processing time, process-
ing power, and battery life. Accordingly, the present dis-
closure provides a system and method of adjusting cam-
era image data captured by a mobile device in an efficient
manner.
[0008] The present disclosure provides for a system
and method of adjusting camera image data. For exam-
ple, the method of adjusting camera image data provides
for detecting errors or poor image quality characteristics
in an image captured by a visible light camera of a mobile
device. The method of adjusting camera image data also
provides for correcting for or eliminating such errors or
poor image quality characteristics with a non-visible light
camera image captured by a non-visible light camera of
the mobile device by augmenting the low-quality image.
While the present technology can operate or process im-
age data, the present disclosure provides illustrations of
the images associated with the image data to provide an
illustration of the technology. In some embodiments, the
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intermediary images can be displayed, but in other em-
bodiments no images are displayed until the image is
fully processed, for example after being augmented.
[0009] In at least one implementation, the method of
adjusting camera image data can include determining a
quality factor of image data generated by a visible light
camera module based on at least one predetermined
characteristic; comparing the quality factor to a first pre-
determined threshold; augmenting the image data from
the non-visible light camera module with image data gen-
erated by a non-visible light camera module to generate
hybrid image data when the quality factor is below the
first threshold.
[0010] For example, when an image is captured by a
visible light camera of a mobile device, the quality of the
image is analyzed. For example, a quality factor can be
one or more of the following: the sharpness of the image,
the lens exposure, the total exposure time, the lumi-
nance, color variations, whether there are any dead pix-
els (such as overexposed, underexposed, or unexposed
pixels), or other quality characteristics of the image. In
the example of a color variation, the determination can
be made based on non-uniform colors, especially for re-
gions that are outlines of shapes, and uniform flat regions
and transition regions between two distinct color pat-
terns. For example, when the quality factor is a color var-
iation, a determination can be made that the quality of
the image is acceptable if the image data from the visible
light camera is above a threshold which in one example
can be 95%. The example threshold of 95% can indicate
the ability to track changing conditions via the visible light
camera. In another example, image data passing the im-
age quality level can be based on the type of lighting, for
example, an indoor incandescent lighting or an outdoor
daylight light spectrum. In one example, the image signal
processor (ISP) can determine color uniformity for indi-
vidual regions, pixels, groups of pixels, or use a look up
table to scan the same region, pixels or group of pixels
over a number of sequential images. Another quality fac-
tor can be "image signal to noise ratio."
[0011] The quality factor of the image can be compared
to a predetermined threshold (for example, a minimum
sharpness level or value that is considered as an accept-
able quality). In another example when a look up table
is utilized, the determination of whether the quality factor
is below a predetermined threshold can involve compar-
ing the color component of the same pixel over a series
of images to ensure that the color component is not
changing. In another example, when the quality factor is
an image signal to noise ratio, a determination is made
as to whether the image is above a noise threshold (e.g.,
a noise floor). If the quality factor is at or below the pre-
determined threshold, a command can be sent to the
non-visible light camera module of the mobile device to
turn-on, activate, fully power or otherwise power the non-
visible light camera module. For example, the non-visible
light camera module can be activated when the visible
light camera module is enabled but can be configured to

enter into a low power mode when the non-visible light
camera module is not needed. In other embodiments,
the non-visible light camera module can be powered off
until a determination is made that augmentation is re-
quired, and then the visible light camera module can enter
a lower power mode, thereby further reducing power con-
sumption. The low power mode can also be resumed
between individual image data acquisition periods.
[0012] The non-visible light camera module can then
be programmed and synchronized with the visible light
camera such that when the visible light camera captures
image data, the non-visible light camera will substantially
simultaneously capture corresponding non-visible light
image data. Alternatively, if the visible light camera and
non-visible light camera acquire image data at different
times, then an interpolation can be implemented to obtain
an approximation of the image data at a given time. Al-
ternatively, the image data from the visible light can be
interpolated to be synchronized with the non-visible light
camera data and then augmented. The visible light image
data and the non-visible light image data can be com-
bined with the non-visible light image data to form hybrid
image data. The non-visible light image data can be com-
bined with the visible light image data such that the quality
of the hybrid image data has a quality factor that is at
least equal to or greater than the predetermined thresh-
old. Based on the quality of the hybrid image, the image
sensor associated with the visible light camera can be
adjusted, thereby ensuring that subsequent images cap-
tured by the visible light camera are of sufficient quality
as compared to the predetermined threshold. In at least
one implementation, after the hybrid image is formed or
after the image sensor is adjusted, the non-visible light
camera can be powered down, placed in an inactive
state, placed in a standby state, or placed in any other
low-powered state until a command or request is re-
ceived in response to a determination that the visible light
image data has a quality factor that is below the prede-
termined threshold, thereby conserving battery power,
processing power, and image processing time. Moreo-
ver, as the quality factor of each image is analyzed and
augmented or corrected as necessary, image data is dy-
namically augmented or corrected to provide images of
acceptable quality.
[0013] Further details and examples of the present sys-
tem and method of adjusting camera image data will now
be discussed in relation to Figures 1-13.
[0014] Figure 1 illustrates a view of a rear side 105 of
an example mobile device 100 adapted to capture imag-
es in accordance with an example implementation. The
illustrated mobile device 100 is a cellular phone but can
also be a smartphone, a netbook, an electronic tablet,
an electronic pad, a personal digital assistant (PDA), or
any other similar electronic device which includes at least
one camera module configured to capture images, such
as still photo images, video images, or both still and video
images. In Figure 1, the mobile device 100 can include
a visible light camera module 110 and a non-visible light
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camera module 115. Also illustrated in Figure 1, the mo-
bile device 100 can include a flash 120. Images sensed
by the visible light camera module 110, the non-visible
light camera module 115, or both the visible light camera
module 110 and the non-visible light camera module 115
can be captured as photographs or videos. In one exam-
ple, a camera application executed by a processor (not
shown) is communicatively coupled to one or both of the
visible light camera module 110 and the non-visible light
camera module 115. The flash 120 can provide light to
assist in exposing the object or objects to be captured
as a photograph or video by the visible light camera mod-
ule 110 and the non-visible light camera module 115. In
other implementations, the flash 120, the visible light
camera module 110, and the non-visible light camera
module 115 can be located in different positions relative
to one another as well as different positions on the back-
side of the mobile device 100. In at least one implemen-
tation, the flash 120, the visible light camera module 110
and the non-visible light camera module 115 can be lo-
cated on the front side of the mobile device 100. In an-
other embodiment, the visible light camera module 110
and non-visible light camera module 115 can be imple-
mented as a single module having one or more compo-
nents. For example, one or more prisms, mirrors, or any
combination thereof can be used to allow light received
through a lens to be transferred to a visible light sensor
and a non-visible light sensor. In other embodiments, fil-
ters can be implemented so that a single sensor type can
be implemented.
[0015] Figure 2 is a block diagram of an example mo-
bile device 100 in accordance with an example imple-
mentation of the present disclosure. In Figure 2, the mo-
bile device 100 can include the visible light camera mod-
ule 1100 and a non-visible light module camera 115.
Each of the visible light camera module 110 and the non-
visible light camera module 115 can be communicatively
coupled to a processor, such as an image signal proc-
essor (ISP) 205. In Figure 2, the visible light camera mod-
ule 110 can include a camera lens (not shown). The vis-
ible camera module 110 can include an image sensor
(not shown) that is adapted to convert the optical image
captured by the visible camera module 110 into an elec-
trical signal processed by the ISP 205. The image sensor
of the visible camera module 110 can be a charge-cou-
pled device (CCD), complementary metal-oxide-semi-
conductor (CMOS), a hybrid CCD-CMOS image sensor,
or any other sensor adapted to convert an optical image
to an electrical signal. The visible light camera module
110 can allow visible light to pass through to the ISP 205.
For example, the visible light camera module 110 can
filter the light so that it allows light having wavelengths
from 400nm-700nm to reach the image sensor and to
pass through to the ISP 205.
[0016] Similarly, the non-visible light camera module
115 can include a non-visible light camera lens (not
shown) for capturing non-visible light images of a scene.
The non-visible light camera module 115 can be com-

municatively coupled to the image signal processor 205
to convert the image captured by the non-visible light
camera module 115 into an electrical signal. The non-
visible light camera module 115 can be an infrared cam-
era module, a thermal camera module, a night vision
camera module, an ultraviolet camera module, or any
other camera module configured to capture images other
than visible light images. For example, in an implemen-
tation where the non-visible light camera module is an
infrared camera module, the infrared camera module can
allow infrared (IR) light to pass through to the respective
image sensor but can block all or most of the visible light
spectrum of a scene or image. For example, the infrared
camera module can allow light wavelengths from 700nm-
900nm of the ambient light to reach the image sensor of
the non-visible camera module through to the ISP 205.
[0017] In Figure 2, the ISP 205 can be a processor
module dedicated to receiving image data from one or
both of the visible light camera module 110 and the non-
visible light camera module 115. A processor as used
herein can refer to a hardware processor such as an in-
tegrated circuit processor. The ISP 205 can be directly
or indirectly coupled to the mobile device 100. The ISP
205 can be a processor module including one or more
processors. In other implementations, the ISP 205 can
include one or more image signal processors. In at least
one embodiment, the ISP 205 can be a single chip proc-
essor configured to analyze image data to determine a
quality of the image data based on at least one prede-
termined characteristic (for example, sharpness, lens ex-
posure time, total exposure time, luminance, whether a
pixel of the image data is dead, or other characteristics
of images). The ISP 205 can be further configured to
transmit a request to the non-visible light camera module
115 to power on or otherwise change the powered state
of the non-visible light camera module 115 and capture
non-visible light image data. The ISP 205 can then com-
bine visible light image data and corresponding non-vis-
ible light image data to form a hybrid image data that has
an acceptable quality. In Figure 2, the ISP 205 can be
communicatively coupled to an application processor
210. The ISP 205 can transmit the hybrid image data,
the analyzed visible light image data, the analyzed non-
visible light image data, or any combination thereof, for
further processing.
[0018] In Figure 2, the application processor 210 can
be a separate processor from the ISP 205, a main proc-
essor of the mobile device 100, or any processor which
can be configured to receive image data from the ISP
205. The application processor 210 can be directly or
indirectly coupled to the mobile device 100. The applica-
tion processor 210 can be a processor assembly includ-
ing one or more processors. The application processor
210 can be a solid state processor, a core processor, or
any other processor configured to execute instructions
for displaying image data on the mobile device 100. The
application processor 210 can receive image data from
the ISP 205, for example, hybrid image data. The appli-
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cation processor 210 can then process the hybrid image
data and execute instructions to display the hybrid image
data on a display 220 of the device 100.
[0019] The display 220 can be a touchscreen display,
a liquid crystal display (LCD), a light emitting diode dis-
play (LED), an active matrix organic light emitting diode
display (AMOLED), or any other display configured to
display graphical information.
[0020] Also illustrated in Figure 2, the mobile device
100 can include a memory device 215. For example, the
memory device 215 can be transitory memory, non-tran-
sitory memory, or any combination thereof. For example,
non-transitory memory can be implemented as Random
Access Memory (RAM), Read-Only Memory (ROM),
flash, ferromagnetic, phase-change memory, and other
non-transitory memory technologies capable of storing
image data including hybrid image data. Transitory mem-
ory can store signals and radio wave data. The memory
device 215 can at least store images captured by the
visible light camera module 110, images captured by the
non-visible light camera module 115, and hybrid image
data formed by the ISP 205. In at least one implementa-
tion, the memory device 215 can store the instructions
for performing the method of adjusting camera image
data, as will be described in further detail below in relation
to Figures 3-8B.
[0021] Figure 3 illustrates a block diagram of the visible
light camera module 110, the non-visible light camera
module 115, the ISP 205, and memory device 215, and
the application processor 210. In Figure 3, the visible
light module 110 and the non-visible light camera module
115 can be communicatively coupled to the ISP 205. The
ISP 205 can be communicatively coupled to the memory
device 215. As illustrated in Figure 3, the memory device
215 can be external to the ISP 205 and the memory de-
vice 215 can be within the mobile device 100 (shown in
Figure 2). In another implementation, the memory device
215 can be integrated with the ISP 205 such that memory
device 215 is internal to the ISP. The memory device 215
can be partitioned into at least a first portion 305 and a
second portion 310. The first portion 305 of the memory
device 215 can be reserved for storing image data cap-
tured by the visible light camera module 110. The second
portion 310 of the memory device 215 can be reserved
for storing image data captured by the non-visible light
module 115.
[0022] While the illustrated embodiment shows the
memory device 215 being partitioned into two portions,
other organizations and structures of the data are con-
sidered within the scope of this disclosure. Another mem-
ory arrangement can include a "time based packet align-
ment" structure. The time based packet alignment ar-
rangement can accept all data packets into the memory
(as they become available), without re-shuffling, re-ar-
ranging or manipulating the data packets. The data pack-
ets are stored sequentially in consecutive memory loca-
tions such that the address locations can be continuously
incremented. In the time based packet alignment ar-

rangement, the storage of the data packets can ignore
the packet type when storing the data packet. For exam-
ple, the non-visible light data packet can be stored be-
tween two visible light data packets. The time based
packet alignment arrangement can produce little over-
head while accepting incoming information. In at least
one implementation of the time based packet alignment,
a unique "Packet ID" can be assigned to each packet. In
another example, assigning a unique "Packet ID" to each
packet can be the only additional action when storing a
data packet or data packets to the memory. The Packet
ID can be represented by an eight-bit (8-bit) number, such
as 10011011. In another example, the Packet ID can be
represented by a sixteen-bit (16-bit) number. Other data
units can be used to represent the Packet ID as well.
Once the Packet ID is assigned, a flag comprising the
relevant information associated with the frame or image
can be included. The flag can include relevant informa-
tion, for example one or more of the following: a packet
type, an identification number, a time stamp, whether the
data (e.g., the frame or image) has been used for image
enhancement or not (e.g., for image correction or aug-
mentation), and other system level details. Additionally,
as the amount of available memory decreases in re-
sponse to storing new data packets therein, older data
packets can be erased, making room for the newer ones.
Such memory management can be controlled by the ap-
plication processor 210.
[0023] In Figure 3, the application processor 210 can
be communicatively coupled to the memory device 215
to receive: image data associated with the visible light
camera module 110 and stored in the first portion 305 of
the memory device 205, image data associated with the
non-visible light camera module 115 and stored in the
second portion 310 of the memory device 205, or hybrid
image data formed from the image data associated with
the visible light camera module 110 and the image data
associated with the non-visible light camera module 115.
[0024] Figures 4 and 5 illustrate image data stored in
the memory device 215. In Figure 4, the image data is
received by the memory device 215 from the ISP 205.
Additionally, Figure 4 illustrates image data 410 captured
from the visible light camera module 110 (shown in Figure
2), where no image data is received from the non-visible
light camera module 115 (shown in Figure 2). In Figure
4, the memory device 215 is partitioned into three por-
tions. In other embodiments, the memory device 215 is
not partitioned as illustrated. Similar to Figure 3, the first
portion 305 can be dedicated to store the image data
captured by the visible light camera module 110 (not
shown). The second portion 310 can be dedicated to
store the image data captured by the non-visible light
camera module 115 (not shown). As illustrated in Figure
4, the first portion 305 and the second portion 310 can
be partitioned such that the partitions 415 of the first por-
tion 305 correspond to the partitions 420 of the second
portion 310. For example, as illustrated in Figure 4, the
partitions 415 of the first portion 305 can be parallel to
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the partitions 420 of the second potion 310. In other em-
bodiments, the second portion 310 can be structured
such that it only has partitions or members in accordance
with a desired ratio of the first portion 305 as will be de-
scribed below. For example, there can be one partition
of the second portion 310 to every four partitions of the
first portion 305. The third portion 405 can be dedicated
to store hybrid image data formed from the visible light
camera image data and the non-visible light camera im-
age data. In Figure 4, visible light camera image data
410 captured by the visible light camera module 110 can
be stored in the first portion 305 of the memory device
215.
[0025] In Figure 4, visible light camera image data 410
is stored in the first three partitions 415 of the first portion
305. For example, as image data captured by the visible
light camera module 110 can be stored in the first portion
305 of the memory device 215, each visible light camera
image datum 410 can be stored in a respective partition
415 of the first portion 305. In at least one implementation,
the visible light camera image data 410 can be stored in
the first portion 305 of the memory device 215 in the order
that the visible light camera image data 410 are captured.
Each visible light camera image datum 410 can be time-
stamped indicating the time of capture and can be stored
in the first portion 305, thereby providing a reference or
marker by which a non-visible light camera image data,
captured at a substantially same time as a visible light
camera image data 410, can be retrieved and compared
with the captured visible light camera image data 410. In
other embodiments, each visible light camera image data
410 can be marked or otherwise signified with an indica-
tor that can correlate the visible light camera image data
410 with a non-visible light camera image data received
at substantially the same time as the visible light camera
image data 410. Additionally, as indicated above, when
the visible light camera module 110 and non-visible light
camera module 115 cannot record the images at sub-
stantially the same time, an interpolation routine or an
extrapolation routine can be implemented.
[0026] Figure 5 illustrates the memory device 215 il-
lustrated in Figure 4, except that the memory device 215
has stored both visible light camera image data 505 and
non-visible light camera image data 510 that have been
received and processed by the ISP 205. As illustrated in
Figure 5, twenty visible light camera image data 505 are
stored in the first portion 205 of the memory device 215.
Six non-visible light camera image data 510 are in the
second portion 310 of the memory device 215. In Figure
5, the visible light camera image data 505 are allocated
in the first portion 305 of the memory device 215 in the
order in which the visible light camera image data 505
are received. For example, the first portion 305 is parti-
tioned into a plurality of first partitions 513 (such as visible
light partitions). Each visible light camera image data 505
can be stored in a respective first partition 513 of the first
portion 305. Similarly, the non-visible light camera image
data 510 are stored in the second portion 310 of the mem-

ory device 215 in the order in which the non-visible light
camera image data 510 are received. The second portion
310 can also be partitioned into a plurality of second par-
titions 515 (such as non-visible light partitions). Each
non-visible light camera image data 510 can be stored
in a respective second partition 515 of the second portion
310.
[0027] As illustrated in Figure 5, the first partitions 513
and the second partitions 515 can be parallel to one an-
other, such that visible light camera image data 505
stored in a first partition 513 and non-visible light camera
image data 510 stored in an adjacent second partition
515 indicate that the visible light camera image data 505
and the non-visible light camera image data 515 were
captured at substantially the same time. For example, in
Figure 5, one non-visible light camera image data 510 is
captured for every fourth visible light camera image data
505. Accordingly, a second partition 515 adjacent to eve-
ry fourth first partition 513 (beginning from the first of the
first partitions 513) has non-visible light camera image
data 510 corresponding to a visible light camera image
data 505. In other implementations, the ratio of visible
light camera image data 505 to the non-visible light cam-
era image data 510 can be other than capturing one non-
visible light camera image data 510 for every fourth cap-
tured visible light camera image data 505. For example,
the ratio can include capturing one non-visible light cam-
era image data 510 for every other or every alternate
visible light camera image data 505, for every fifth visible
light camera image data 505, for every tenth visible light
camera image data 505, for every seventh visible light
camera image data 505, for every twentieth visible light
camera image data 505, for every twenty-fifth visible light
camera image data 505, for every fiftieth visible light cam-
era image data 505, for every one-hundredth visible light
camera image data 505, for every visible light camera
image data, or any other ratio. Increasing the frequency
of non-visible light camera image data 510 can increase
the accuracy and quality of augmenting the correspond-
ing visible light camera image data 510; however, the
increased frequency of capturing non-visible light cam-
era image date 510 can require more processing time,
more processing power, and more battery power. Alter-
natively, decreasing the frequency of capturing non-vis-
ible light camera images data 510 can decrease the
processing time, reduce processing power, and preserve
battery power, but the accuracy of augmenting the visible
light camera image data 505 may not be as high as if the
non-visible light camera image data 510 were captured
more frequently. Thus, the frequency of capturing non-
visible light camera image data 510 is proportional to the
amount of processing power and processing time re-
quired to form a higher quality hybrid image.
[0028] The ratio of the non-visible light image data 510
can be adjusted relative to the visible light image data
505 based on the quality of a hybrid image. For example,
if the quality of the hybrid image is below a predetermined
threshold, then the number of images acquired by the
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non-visible light camera module 115 can be increased.
Furthermore, while the illustrated example of Figure 5
shows some partitions of the non-visible light portion 310
as being empty, the non-visible light partition 515 can be
full and a correspondence formula, matrix or other look
up feature can be implemented such that values corre-
sponding with the visible light image data 505 can be
determined or derived, for example, timestamps.
[0029] Also illustrated in Figure 5, the memory device
215 can include a third portion 405 for storing hybrid im-
age data formed from a corresponding visible light cam-
era image data 505 and a non-visible light camera image
data 510. For example, in Figure 5, there are four hybrid
image data 520 stored in the third portion 405 of the mem-
ory device 215. Details as to the formation of the hybrid
image data 520 will now be described with respect to
Figures 6A-9. While Figures 6A-9 illustrate various im-
ages, the images illustrated therein are generally not dis-
played on the display 220 of the mobile device 100. Rath-
er the illustrations of Figures 6A-9 are provided to illus-
trate the implementation of the method as presented
herein.
[0030] In an example implementation of the system
and method for adjusting image data captured by a mo-
bile device, a visible light camera image 600 (shown in
Figure 6A) can be captured by a visible light camera mod-
ule 110 of a mobile device 100. In Figure 6A, the visible
light camera image 600 captures a scene of a house 605,
a car 615, a person 610 walking towards the house 605,
and a shadow 620 of the house 605 and the car 615.
However, as illustrated in Figure 6A, the region of the
image containing the person 610 in the image 600 is out
of focus (as represented by hashed lines). That is, a qual-
ity of the image 600 is below a predetermined threshold.
For example, the image 600 can be of an unacceptable
quality based on a determination that an image sharp-
ness, an exposure time (for example, based upon a de-
termination of a level of misalignment for lens exposure
time), a luminance, a presence of dead pixels (for exam-
ple, underexposed, overexposed, or unexposed pixels),
missing portions of an image, a blurriness, or any other
predetermined characteristic of an image falls below a
predetermined threshold. In other embodiments, more
than one characteristic can be analyzed, and a determi-
nation made if the more than one characteristic is below
the respective thresholds. When more than one charac-
teristic is analyzed, the determination of whether an im-
age needs augmentation can be based on the determi-
nation that one of the more than one characteristic is
below the respective predetermined threshold. Thus, if
a single characteristic is below the respective predeter-
mined threshold, the image can be augmented. In other
embodiments, a determination can be made that a
number of characteristics are below respective predeter-
mined threshold , but the determination that the image
will not be augmented can be made if a single charac-
teristic if a selected number of characteristics are above
the respective threshold, for example if the characteris-

tics of overexposure and underexposure are above the
respective thresholds then no augmentation can be per-
formed.
[0031] The predetermined threshold can represent the
minimum values of predetermined characteristics of an
image that correspond to the minimum quality of an ac-
ceptable image. In response to or substantially simulta-
neously with the capture of the visible light camera image
600, a request can be transmitted to a non-visible light
camera module 110 to capture a non-visible light camera
image. From the non-visible light camera image, the ISP
205 can fix, correct, or augment the unacceptable visible
light image 600 with at least a portion of the non-visible
light image, such that a hybrid image having a sufficient
quality can be formed.
[0032] In Figure 6B, a non-visible light camera image
650 is illustrated which has been captured in response
to the determination that the visible light image 600 has
a quality factor that is unacceptable. That is, in response
to a determination that a quality factor of the visible light
image 600 falls below a threshold, a request to capture
a non-visible light image can be transmitted to the non-
visible light camera module 115. The non-visible light
camera module 115, consequently, can be powered on
or activated to an active state and can capture a non-
visible light image 115. As illustrated in Figure 6B, the
house 655 and the person 660 of the non-visible light
image 650 are clearer than the corresponding house 605
and person 610 of the visible light image 600. Addition-
ally, as illustrated in Figure 6B, the non-visible light image
650 does not include the shadows 620 as found in Figure
6A.
[0033] Furthermore, comparing Figure 6B to Figure
6A, the non-visible light image 650 can be shifted or cap-
tured from a different vantage point or perspective than
the visible light camera image 600. The shifted image of
the non-visible light image 650 can be due to the non-
visible light camera module 115 being mounted some
distance away from the visible light camera module 110.
In other instances, there is little to no shift in the images
from the visible light image 600 as compared to the non-
visible light image 650. In Figure 6B, the shifting of the
non-visible light image 650 as compared with the visible
light camera image 600 has been exaggerated for illus-
trative purposes.
[0034] As illustrated in Figure 6B, the house 655 in the
non-visible light image 650, the car 615, and the person
660 appear shifted as compared to same objects in the
visible light image 600. The shift can be due to the dif-
ferent perspectives of the non-visible light camera mod-
ule 115 and the visible light camera module 110 resulting
from the orientation of the non-visible light camera mod-
ule 115 with respect to the visible light camera module
110. For example, the non-visible light camera 115 and
the visible light camera 110 can be disposed side-by-
side, at an angle to one another, or one on top of the
other. In at least one implementation, the configuration
of the hardware components of visible light camera mod-
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ule 110 and non-visible light camera module 115 can
result in the respective images appearing shifted com-
pared to one another. For example the visible light cam-
era module 110 and the non-visible light camera module
115 can be configured to have different resolutions that
result in the respective images appearing shifted com-
pared to one another. In another implementation, the
non-visible light camera 115 and the visible light camera
110 can be oriented one on top of the other, and a mirror
or prism can be positioned therebetween such that the
images captured from the visible light camera 110 and
the non-visible light camera 115 have substantially sim-
ilar perspectives. In such an implementation, the non-
visible light image may not appear to be shifted when
compared to the visible light camera image. To account
for the variance in perspective, resolution, and zooming
level between the non-visible light camera 115 and the
visible light camera 110, calculations and image analysis
can be performed to determine which portions of the vis-
ible light image 600 correspond with which portions of
the non-visible light image 650.
[0035] For example, Figures 7A and 7B illustrate the
implementation of the ISP 205 in determining which por-
tion of the visible light image 600 is to be augmented,
corrected, or fixed and determining which portion of the
non-visible light image 650 corresponds to that of the
visible light image 600. Specifically, in Figures 7A and
7B, the contours 700 of the house 605 in the visible light
image 600 and the contours 750 of the house 655 in the
non-visible light image 650 are identified. As illustrated
in Figures 7A and 7B, the contours 700, 750 of the houses
605, 655 are represented by bolded outlines.
[0036] The contours 700, 750 of the house 605, 655
are illustrative of selecting a major contour for the images.
In other embodiments, the contour could have been se-
lected to be the road or other structure or significant
shape. In at least one embodiment, a plurality of contours
can be determined.
[0037] With the contours 700, 750 identified, the con-
tours 700, 750 can be used as references for determining
which portions of the visible light image 600 correspond
to which portions of the non-visible light image 650, as
illustrated in Figures 8A and 8B.
[0038] Figures 8A and 8B illustrate the process of the
ISP 205 identifying the portion of the visible light image
600 that includes a region 800 or portion having a quality
factor that is less than a predetermined threshold. Figure
8A illustrates the visible light image 600 in which the con-
tour 700 of the house 605 has been identified (shown as
a bolded outline of the house 605). Two points 815, 820
on the contour 700 are used to triangulate pixel data with-
in the region 800 of the visible image 605 that has a quality
factor that is less than a predetermined threshold. For
example, a first vector 805 can be drawn from the first
point 815 of the contour 700 to the region 800. A second
vector 810 can be drawn from a second point 820 of the
contour 700 to the region 800. The magnitude and direc-
tion of the first vector 805 and the second vector 810 can

then be used to determine a corresponding region or cor-
responding portion of the non-visible light image 650
(shown in Figure 8B).
[0039] Using the contour 700 of the visible light image
600 and the contour 750 of the non-visible light image
650, a scaling factor can be determined. The scaling fac-
tor can be determined in at least two dimensions. When
the image is a three dimensional image, an additional
scaling factor can be determined.
[0040] As illustrated in Figure 8B, a third vector 855
can be drawn from a third point 865 on the contour 750
of the house 655 of the non-visible light image 650 to a
region 850 of the non-visible light image 650 that corre-
sponds to the region 800 of the visible light image 600.
Similarly, a fourth vector 860 can be drawn from a fourth
point 870 of the contour 750 of the house 655 of the non-
visible light image 650 to the region 850 of the non-visible
light image 650. The third vector 855 and fourth vector
860 are calculated using the appropriate scaling factors
along with the first vector 805 and second vector 810,
respectively. Thus, the region of the non-visible light im-
age 600 corresponding to the region of the visible light
image 650 having a quality factor below a predetermined
threshold can be determined.
[0041] With the corresponding regions 800, 850 of the
visible light image 600 and the non-visible light image
650 identified, the region 850 of the non-visible light im-
age 650 can be combined with the visible light image 600
to form a hybrid image 900, as illustrated in Figure 9. For
example, the region 850 of the non-visible light image
650 can replace the region 800 of the visible light image
600. In other implementations, the hybrid image 900 can
be formed on a pixel by pixel basis. For example, the
pixels of the region 850 of the non-visible light image 650
can replace the pixels of the region 800 of the visible light
image 600 to result in a hybrid image 900, such as illus-
trated in Figure 9.
[0042] In another implementation, the pixels, of the re-
gion 800 of the visible light image 600, that are deter-
mined to have a quality factor below the predetermined
image can be replaced by pixels of the corresponding
region 850 of the non-visible light image 650. For exam-
ple, the pixels of the visible light image 600 can be aug-
mented with data from the pixels of the non-visible light
image 650 to enhance one or more characteristics of the
visible light image 600, such that the color of the visible
light image 600 is maintained. In at least one embodi-
ment, the visible light image 600 (for example, the visible
light image frame or the raw data frame of the visible light
image 600), and the pixels thereof can form the founda-
tion of the augmented or hybrid image 900 that will be
displayed to the user. Each individual component of the
visible light image 600 can be replaced by the "hybrid
replica" or "augmented section" derived from augmenting
or combining similar sections of the non-visible light im-
age 650 and the visible light image 600. When augment-
ing the visible light image 600, the enhancements of the
visible light image 650 are based on the non-visible light
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camera data 650 modifying the visible light image 600
such that the scaling and pixel density of the visible light
image 600 is conserved, but the portion 800 or portions
having a quality factor below a predetermined threshold
are augmented. In other embodiments, the augmentation
of the visible light image data 600 can be across all pixels
of the visible light camera data 600.
[0043] In one example, the technique used to augment
at least a portion of the visible light image 600 or form a
hybrid replica of at least a portion of the visible light image
600 can be "sub pixel rendering." Sub pixel rendering
takes advantage of the fact that each individual pixel con-
sists of individual RED, GREEN and BLUE components.
When the color of the pixel is determined to be below the
threshold, the color ratio of the original pixel is augmented
based on the data from the non-visible light image 650
to produce a hybrid image 900 (shown in Figure 9). In
another implementation, the size, resolution, and zoom
level of the non-visible light image 650 can be adjusted
to correlate with the size, resolution, and zoom level of
the visible light image 600. The entire non-visible light
image 650 can then be combined with the entire visible
light image 600, and the pixels of the visible light image
600 which have a quality factor that falls below a thresh-
old value can be replaced with the pixels of the non-visible
light image 650 to result in a hybrid image 900, as illus-
trated in Figure 9.
[0044] Figure 9 illustrates a hybrid image 900 formed
from the visible light image 600 of Figures 6A, 7A, and
8A and the non-visible light image 650 of Figures 6B, 7B,
and 8B. As illustrated in Figure 9, the shadows 620 of
the house 605 and car 615 are provided. Also provided
is the person 660 of the non-visible light image 650. That
is, the missing portion or low quality portion 800 (shown
in Figure 8A) of the visible light image 600 is replaced
with the corresponding portion 850 (shown in Figure 8B)
of the non-visible light image 650, thereby correcting, fix-
ing, or augmenting the visible light image 600 to result in
the hybrid image 900. Accordingly, the resulting hybrid
image 900 can have a quality factor that at least matches
or exceeds the threshold for an acceptable image.
[0045] Figure 10 is a flow chart of a method of adjusting
camera image data received by a mobile device. The
method 1000 illustrated in Figure 10 is provided by way
of example, as there are a variety of ways to carry out
the method. Additionally, while the example method 1000
is illustrated with a particular order of steps, those of or-
dinary skill in the art will appreciate that Figure 10 and
the steps illustrated therein can be executed in any order
that accomplishes the technical advantages of the
present disclosure and can include fewer or more steps
than illustrated.
[0046] Each block shown in Figure 10 represents one
or more processes, methods or subroutines, carried out
in example method 1000. The steps illustrated in Figure
10 can be implemented in a system including a mobile
device 100 such as a smartphone, an electronic tablet,
or any other mobile device capable of at least accepting

data, transmitting data, and executing commands. Each
block shown in Figure 10 can be carried out by the ISP
205 (which can be one or more processors and/or one
or more processing systems) of the mobile device 100
illustrated in Figure 2 or the application processor 210
(which can be one or more processors or one or more
processing systems). The flow chart illustrated in Figure
10 will be described in relation to and make reference to
the mobile device 100 in Figure 2, the memory device
illustrated in Figure 5, and the images illustrated in Fig-
ures 6A-9.
[0047] The method 1000 can begin at block 1005. At
block 1005, the camera of the mobile device 100 can be
invoked. For example, the camera (such as, the visible
light camera module 110, the non-visible light camera
module 115, or both) can be invoked by initiating a cam-
era application. The camera application can allow for
capturing still photos or images or a series of pictures,
such as videos. In other implementations, the camera
can be invoked by a selection of a shortcut key assigned
to initiating the camera of the mobile device 100. After
the camera is invoked, the method 1000 can proceed to
block 1010.
[0048] At block 1010, a determination can be made if
an augmented mode is active. For example, the deter-
mination can be made by one or both of the ISP 205 and
the application processor 210. In another embodiment,
a different processor, such as a main mobile device proc-
essor (not shown), can make the determination. If the
augmented mode is not active, the method can proceed
to block 1015. In at least one embodiment, the augment-
ed mode can always be active such that the determina-
tion block 1010 can be skipped.
[0049] At block 1015, the camera of the mobile device
100 can be operated without augmentation. However, if
the augmented mode is active, the method can proceed
to block 1040.
[0050] At block 1040, a determination can be made as
to whether augmentation should be implemented. For
example, the determination can be made by one or both
of the ISP 205 and the application processor 210. In an-
other embodiment, a different processor, such as the
main mobile device processor (not shown), can make
the determination. This determination can be based on
input received by the mobile device from the user, for
example, when the user indicates that augmentation
should be implemented. Alternatively, augmentation can
be implemented unless the user has indicated that aug-
mentation is not desired. The user can indicate that aug-
mentation should be implemented by selecting such an
option from a camera setting menu 1305 (shown in Figure
13). In other embodiments, a notification can be present-
ed on the display requesting the user to select whether
augmentation should be implemented when capturing
images. If the user has indicated that augmentation
should be implemented at a specific ratio, the method
can proceed to block 1045. If a specific ratio has not been
indicated, the method 100 can proceed to block 1020.
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[0051] At block 1045, a ratio can be determined from
a user input received at the mobile device 100. For ex-
ample, the determination can be made by one or both of
the ISP 205 and the application processor 210. In another
embodiment, a different processor, such as the main mo-
bile device processor (not shown), can make the deter-
mination. The ratio can indicate the frequency of captur-
ing non-visible light camera image data 650. For exam-
ple, the frequency of capturing non-visible light camera
image data 650 can include capturing one non-visible
light camera image data 650 for every other visible light
camera image data 600, for every fifth visible light camera
image data 600, for every tenth visible light camera image
data 505, for every seventh visible light camera image
data 600, for every twentieth visible light camera image
data 600, for every twenty-fifth visible light camera image
data 600, for every fiftieth visible light camera image data
600, for every one-hundredth visible light camera image
data 600, for every visible light camera image data, or
any other ratio. The non-visible light camera module 115
can remain in the powered-down or low-power state until
a non-visible light camera image is captured, since the
frequency of non-visible light camera image data captur-
ing is predetermined or preset. When the non-visible light
camera module 115 remains in the low-power state or
powered-down state until a non-visible light camera im-
age is needed, processing power, processing time, and
battery life can be preserved. In other embodiments, the
powering of the non-visible light camera module 115 can
be as described above. After the ratio is determined, the
method can proceed to block 1050 as will be described
below.
[0052] Blocks 1040 and 1045 can correspond to a us-
er-initiated image augmentation mode. However, the
augmentation mode can be automatic or can operate un-
der default settings or automatic settings.
[0053] If augmentation is automatically determined or
the user has indicated that automatic augmentation
should be implemented, the method 1000 at block 1020
receives image data 600 from a visible light camera mod-
ule 110 of the mobile device 100. The visible light data
can be in the form of a raw data frame. The visible light
data captured by the visible light camera module 110 can
be transmitted to the ISP 205 of the mobile device 100,
and the method 1000 can proceed to block 1025. In at
least one implementation, the visible light camera image
data 600 can be time-stamped to aid in determining a
corresponding a non-visible light camera image data 650
for augmenting the visible light camera image data 600,
as will be described in further detail below.
[0054] At block 1025, a quality factor of the image data
600 from the visible light camera module 110 can be de-
termined based at least on at least one predetermined
characteristic. For example, the determination can be
made by one or both of the ISP 205 and the application
processor 210. In another embodiment, a different proc-
essor, such as the main mobile device processor (not
shown), can make the determination. For example, the

at least one predetermined characteristic can include a
sharpness, an exposure time (for example, based on a
determination of a level of misalignment for lens expo-
sure time), total exposure time, luminance, whether a
pixel of the image data is dead, or other characteristics
of images. The quality factor can be a measurement of
a predetermined characteristic of the image 600. For ex-
ample, a sharpness level, a lens exposure time (such as
a total exposure time), a brightness measurement, a lu-
minance value, a light intensity measurement, a lumi-
nance remittance, a luminous existence, a white balance
measurement, a black and white level, a sharpness level,
a blurriness level, a color level, a contrast level, or any
other measurement of a predetermined characteristic of
images may be used. The quality factor can be deter-
mined on a pixel by pixel basis, for a portion of the image
data 600, or for the entire image data 600. By determining
the quality factor of the image on a pixel by pixel basis
or on a portion by portion basis, problematic pixels or
portions of the image can be identified (for example, as
discussed above in relation to Figures 6A-8B). The prob-
lematic pixels or portions can be indicative of a dead pixel,
as described above, or a portion of the image that is a
poor image quality. Such identified pixels and portions
can then be identified or marked for augmenting as will
be described below. After the quality factor of the cap-
tured image 600 is determined, the method 1000 can
proceed to block 1030.
[0055] At block 1030, a comparison of the quality factor
to a predetermined threshold can be made. For example,
the comparison can be made by one or both of the ISP
205 and the application processor 210. In another em-
bodiment, a different processor, such as the main mobile
device processor, can make the comparison. For exam-
ple, the predetermined threshold can be associated with
at least one of the predetermined characteristics. The
predetermined threshold can indicate a minimum level
or measurement of at least one predetermined charac-
teristic that represents a sufficient or acceptable quality
for an image. The minimum level can depend on the pre-
determined characteristic. Some examples of the mini-
mum level are presented herein, but others can be im-
plemented as well. The minimum level can be user de-
fined. For example, when color uniformity is the quality
factor, the minimum level can be a color uniformity of
95% uniformity. In one example, the quality factors can
be measured by the ISP. In one example, the ISP can
probe selected pixels, groups of pixels, or both selected
pixels and groups of pixels in the image data. The ability
to perform analysis on the pixel level allows for determi-
nation of when the color changes from dark to bright. In
another example, when the color changes rapidly, the
color change indicates a camera lens exposure time is-
sue, which can be caused from overexposure or under-
exposure. Thus, when comparing pixel color it can be
determined the amount of color change that has occurred
at the pixel or group of pixels. The amount of color change
can be compared to a predetermined threshold, which in
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one example is a 10% deviation or a 90% consistency.
Additionally, a review of the image histogram can be per-
formed such that the color uniformity is sampled across
a plurality of images. In one embodiment, one or more
regions are identified for examination and then scanned
for uniformity. In one example, the consistency of color
should be greater than 98% consistent or have a devia-
tion of less than 2%. At block 1030, the comparison of
the quality factor to the predetermined threshold can be
a determination as to whether the quality factor is above
the predetermined threshold. If the quality factor is above
the predetermined threshold, the method can proceed to
block 1035.
[0056] At block 1035, if the quality factor is above the
predetermined threshold, the visible camera image data
600 can be used. For example, the visible camera image
data 600 can be transmitted from the ISP 205 to the ap-
plication processor. That the quality factor is above the
predetermined threshold can indicate that the image cap-
tured by the visible light camera module 110 is of suffi-
cient or acceptable quality to be used by the application
processor (for example, for displaying the image on the
display 220 of the mobile device 100).
[0057] If, however, the quality factor is not above the
threshold, the method can proceed to block 1050. For
example, if the quality factor is below or equal to the
threshold, the method can proceed to block 1050. At
block 1050, a request can be transmitted to obtain image
data from a non-visible light camera module 115. For
example, the request can be transmitted by the ISP 205.
The request can be received by the application processor
210 or any other suitable processor coupled to the non-
visible camera light module 115. In response to the re-
quest for image data from the non-visible light camera
module 115, the method can proceed to block 1055. In
other embodiments, the request can be transmitted from
a first portion of the ISP 205 to execute a second portion
of the ISP 205 to obtain or transmit a command to obtain
image data from the non-visible light camera module 115.
The non-visible light camera module 115 can be fully
powered on in response to the request for non-visible
light camera image data. In other implementations, the
non-visible light camera module 115 can be powered on
while the visible light camera module 110 is powered on.
The visible light camera module 110 and the non-visible
light camera module 115 can be powered and synchro-
nized with each other such that when one camera module
is capturing an image the other camera module is placed
in a low-power state or powered off. After the request for
image data from the non-visible light camera module 115
is received, the method can proceed to block 1055.
[0058] At block 1055, image data can be received from
the non-visible light camera module 115. In another im-
plementation, the image data from the non-visible light
camera module 115 can be retrieved from a memory de-
vice 215 which stores image data captured by the non-
visible light camera module 115, as discussed above in
relation to Figure 5. The non-visible light camera image

data 650 can be time-stamped similarly as the visible
light camera image data 600. The time-stamps of the
non-visible light camera image data 650 can serve as an
indicator or reference for identifying which non-visible
light camera image data 650 corresponds to the visible
light camera image data 600. That is, the time-stamps
aid in determining which non-visible light camera image
data 650 was captured substantially simultaneously
when a visible light camera image data 600 was captured.
In other words, the time-stamps can link the visible light
camera image data 600 to a corresponding non-visible
light camera image data 650 that is likely to have a sub-
stantially similar scene as that captured in the visible light
camera image data 600. Receiving image data from the
non-visible light camera module 115 can also be received
at a predetermined ratio (as described above in relation
to Figure 5 and as discussed in relation to Block 1045)
to the visible light camera module 110. For example, one
non-visible light camera image data 650 can be captured
or received for every four visible light camera image data
captured or received. Other ratios as described above
can also be implemented. After the non-visible light cam-
era image data 650 is received, the method can proceed
to block 1060.
[0059] At block 1060, the visible light camera image
data 600 and the non-visible light camera image data
650 can be combined, augmented, or both combined and
augmented. For example, the combination, augmenta-
tion, or both the combination and augmentation can be
made by one or both of the ISP 205 and the application
processor 210. In another embodiment, a different proc-
essor, such as the main mobile device processor, can
make the combination, augmentation, or both the com-
bination and augmentation. For example, as discussed
above, the problematic or low quality pixels or portions
of the visible light camera image data 600 that are iden-
tified at blocks 1025 and 1030 can be combined with
corresponding pixels or portions of the non-visible light
camera image data 650. As described above, the visible
light camera image data 600 can be combined with the
non-visible light camera image data 650 on a pixel-by-
pixel basis, a portion-by-portion basis, or can be over-
lapped such that the dead or low-quality pixels of the
visible light camera image data 600 are filled in or re-
placed with the corresponding pixels of the non-visible
light camera image data 650.
[0060] In another example, non-visible light image data
can be used to improve image quality, using "Histogram
Blocks," of the visible light image. When the visible light
camera 110 captures images, the image data can be
stored in the memory 215 as described above. Addition-
ally, the present method can analyze image characteris-
tics of the visible light image data over time. For example,
the memory 215 can be scanned across time for incon-
sistencies such as contour blurriness, pixel color flicker-
ing, or color non-uniformity. In one embodiment, three
scans can be performed substantially in parallel. The
three scans can be: 1) a scan for pixel consistency with
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respect to frame histogram (e.g., where a predetermined
threshold can be 95%), 2) a scan for pixel accuracy or
quality can be measured with the respect to the other
surrounding pixels, and 3) a scan for dynamic range
swings over time (e.g., where the threshold is a prede-
termined number of dynamic range swings from mini-
mum to maximum). After combining the visible light cam-
era image data 600 and the non-visible light camera im-
age data 650, the method can proceed to block 1065.
[0061] At block 1065, a hybrid image can be produced.
For example, the production can be made by one or both
of the ISP 205 and the application processor 210. In an-
other embodiment, a different processor, such as the
main mobile device processor, can make the production.
For example, the hybrid image 900 can be formed from
the visible light camera image data 600 and the non-
visible light camera image data 650. The hybrid image
900 can be stored in the memory device 215 of the mobile
device 200, In other implementations, the hybrid image
900 can be displayed on a display 220 of the mobile de-
vice 100.
[0062] Figure 11 illustrates a flow chart of another im-
plementation of a method 1100 of adjusting camera im-
age data captured by a mobile device 100. Blocks
1105-1135 of Figure 11 are substantially similar to blocks
1025-1035 and 1050-1065, respectively. Figure 11 dif-
fers from Figure 10 in that Figure 11 includes the addi-
tional step of determining a quality factor of the hybrid
image, at block 1140.
[0063] At block 1140, the ISP 205 can determine the
quality factor of the hybrid image 900. For example, the
determination can be made by one or both of the ISP 205
and the application processor 210. In another embodi-
ment, a different processor, such as the main mobile de-
vice processor, can make the determination. The quality
factor can be similar to that as described in Figure 10 at
block 1030. After the quality factor of the hybrid image
900 is determined, the quality factor can be compared to
a predetermined threshold. For example, the predeter-
mined threshold can be the same as the first threshold
as described in relation to Figure 10 or can be a different
threshold, such as a second predetermined threshold as-
sociated with predetermined characteristics of hybrid im-
ages. If the quality factor of the hybrid image 900 is above
the predetermined threshold, the method 1100 can pro-
ceed to block 1145. In at least one embodiment, the pre-
determined threshold level can be user defined, both as
a part of the initial configuration and dynamically as im-
ages are acquired. The user inputted threshold can be
written to an ISP register (not shown) such that the ISP
register contains the current threshold. In one example,
when the threshold of the hybrid image is the same as
the threshold of the visible light image, the resultant hy-
brid image must be of a sufficient quality to have passed
the initial analysis of the quality factor. In other instances,
it is desirable to change the threshold of the quality factor
to be different from the visible light image. For example,
the threshold can be lowered since the resultant image

is a hybrid image to account for the fact that certain losses
of image data can occur during the composition of the
hybrid image. In other embodiments, since a hybrid im-
age is composed of the visible light image data and the
non-visible light image data, the hybrid image can be held
to a higher threshold such that the hybrid image must
satisfy more difficult requirements.
[0064] In another embodiment, if a maximum picture
quality is required, the ISP can periodically change the
predetermined threshold levels, provided that the previ-
ous predetermined threshold was satisfied. Additionally,
in at least one embodiment, after each increase of the
predetermined threshold levels, a testing period can be
implemented to determine if the new threshold can be
met. If the increased value of the predetermined thresh-
old is met, then the increased value becomes the prede-
termined threshold. In at least one embodiment the test-
ing period can be optional. For example if there is a need
to preserve battery life, having an optional testing period
can reduce processing power consumption thereby in-
creasing battery life.
[0065] In still another embodiment, a default criteria
level or threshold level can be locked-in or unchanged
until the user edits the threshold. Such default criteria
level can act as an absolute minimum for image quality.
If the default criteria level setting further includes a de-
fault-selected setting that allows the ISP to independently
increase all criteria levels, eventually over time, the ratio
between visible light image frames versus hybrid frames
can become off-balance, and result in all the images be-
ing hybrid images. In such a situation, excessive raw
frame or raw image data computation resource require-
ments can deplete battery life, can cause additional heat
dissipation, and can decrease the system’s ability to sus-
tain operation.
[0066] At block 1145, the hybrid image 900 can be
used. For example, the hybrid image 900 can be trans-
mitted to the application processor 210 of the mobile de-
vice 100. In one implementation, the hybrid image 900
can be transmitted to the application processor 210 and
the application processor 210 can execute instructions
to display the hybrid image 900 on the display 220 of the
mobile device 100. If, however, the quality factor of the
hybrid image 900 is not above the predetermined thresh-
old (for example, is below or is less than or equal to the
predetermined threshold), the method can proceed to
block 1150.
[0067] At block 1150, the ratio of capturing non-visible
light camera image data as compared to visible light cam-
era image data (for example, the frequency of capturing
non-visible light camera image data) can be changed to
a different ratio. For example, the changing of the ratio
can be made by one or both of the ISP 205 and the ap-
plication processor 210. In another embodiment, a dif-
ferent processor, such as the main mobile device proc-
essor, can change the ratio. For example, if the quality
factor of the hybrid image 900 indicates that the hybrid
image is of a poor quality, the ratio of received image
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data from the non-visible light camera 115 to the visible
light camera 110 can be increased. After the ratio is in-
creased, the method can return to block 1125, which cor-
responds to block 1055 of Figure 10. In Figure 11, the
method 1100 can cycle through blocks 1125-1150 until
the quality factor of the hybrid image 900 satisfies, is
above, or is greater than or equal to the predetermined
threshold associated with the characteristics of hybrid
images.
[0068] In another implementation, in response to de-
termining that the quality factor for the hybrid image 900
falls below the predetermined threshold, the image sen-
sor associated with the visible light camera module 110
can be adjusted. For example, a brightness level, a lu-
minance level, a contrast level, an exposure time, a
sharpness level, or any other characteristic of the image
can be adjusted. That is the image sensor associated
with the visible light camera module 110 can be adjusted
to account for the poor quality factor of the previously-
captured image.
[0069] Figure 12 illustrates a flow chart of another im-
plementation of a method of adjusting camera image da-
ta. Specifically, Figure 12 illustrates a flow chart of blocks
for producing hybrid image data. The blocks illustrated
in Figure 12 can be included in the methods 1000, 1100
of Figures 10 and 11, or can include at least one of the
steps therein. In other implementations, the method
steps illustrated in Figure 12 can be included in a method
different from those illustrated in Figures 10 and 11. For
example, the method 1200 of producing the hybrid image
illustrated in Figure 12 can follow block 1055 of Figure
10 or block 1125 of Figure 11.
[0070] In the specific implementation illustrated in Fig-
ure 12, the method 1200 of producing the hybrid image
can be included in block 1060 of Figure 10 or block 1130
of Figure 11. That is, combining image data from the vis-
ible and non-visible light camera modules, as illustrated
in blocks 1060 and 1130 of Figures 10 and 11, respec-
tively, can include the steps illustrated in Figure 12. For
example, combining and/or augmenting image data from
the visible light and non-visible light camera modules can
include block 1205 of Figure 12. For example, the com-
bination and/or augmentation can be made by one or
both of the ISP 205 and the application processor 210.
In another embodiment, a different processor, such as
the main mobile device processor, can make the combi-
nation, augmentation, or both the combination and the
augmentation.
[0071] At block 1205, a determination of at least one
contour of visible light camera image data 600 can be
made. For example, determining at least one contour of
the visible light camera image data can be performed by
the ISP 205 of the mobile device 100. Determining at
least one contour of the visible light camera image data
600 can include determining a contour 700 or an outline
of an object captured by the visible light camera 110.
After determining at least one contour of the visible light
camera image data 600, the method can proceed to block

1210.
[0072] At block 1210, a determination of the charac-
teristics of the contour 700 can be made. For example,
the determination can be made by one or both of the ISP
205 and the application processor 210. In another em-
bodiment, a different processor, such as the main mobile
device processor, can make the determination. The de-
termination of the characteristics of the contour can be
such that at least two scaling factors are generated for
the visible light image data. The scaling factors provide
for a determination of the location of a portion of the image
data from the contour 700. After the characteristics of the
contour 700 have been determined the method can pro-
ceed to block 1215.
[0073] At block 1215, a determination of the location
of data that do not meet a predetermined threshold can
be made. For example, the determination can be made
by one or both of the ISP 205 and the application proc-
essor 210. In another embodiment, a different processor,
such as the main mobile device processor, can make the
determination. The predetermined threshold can be any
predetermined threshold associated with an acceptable
quality of an image, as described above. For example,
the predetermined threshold can be a minimum level of
image sharpness, a minimal level of misalignment for
less exposure time, a minimum level of luminous exist-
ence, a minimum contrast level, or any other predeter-
mined threshold associated with characteristics of pixels
of an image having an acceptable quality. The location
of the pixel data that do not meet the predetermined
threshold can be determined based at least in part on
measurements from the at least one contour of the image
data from the visible light camera module 110. For ex-
ample, the location of the visible pixels that do not meet
the predetermined threshold can be determined by trian-
gulating the location of the visible pixels from points on
the contour 700. That is, a first vector 805 can be drawn
from a first point 815 on the contour 700 to the pixel(s)
that do not meet the predetermined threshold, as illus-
trated in Figure 8A. A second vector 810 can be drawn
from a second point 820 on the contour 700 to the pixel(s)
that do not meet the predetermined threshold. Based on
the first vector 805 and the second vector 810, the loca-
tion of the pixel(s) that do not meet the predetermined
threshold can be approximated. The magnitude and di-
rection of the first vector 805 and the second vector 810
can be determined and used to determine a location in
the non-visible light camera image 650 that corresponds
to the visible light pixel(s) that do not meet the predeter-
mined threshold, as will be discussed below. After the
determination of the location of the pixel data, the method
can proceed to block 1230.
[0074] At block 1230, a determination of at least one
contour of the non-visible light camera image data can
be made. For example, the determination can be made
by one or both of the ISP 205 and the application proc-
essor 210. In another embodiment, a different processor,
such as the main mobile device processor, can make the
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determination. In another implementation, the determi-
nation can be made in parallel, substantially simultane-
ously, or concurrently with the determination of the con-
tour of the visible light camera image data at block 1205.
Specifically, at block 1230, determining at least one con-
tour of the non-visible light camera image data 650 can
include determining a contour 750 or an outline of an
object captured by the non-visible light camera 115. After
determining at least one contour of the non-visible light
camera image data 650, the method can proceed to block
1235.
[0075] At block 1235, a determination of the charac-
teristics of the contour 650 of the non-visible light camera
image data 650. For example, the determination can be
made by one or both of the ISP 205 and the application
processor 210. In another embodiment, a different proc-
essor, such as the main mobile device processor, can
make the determination. The determination of the char-
acteristics of the contour 650 can be such that at least
two scaling factors are generated for the non-visible light
image data. The scaling factors along with the scaling
factors and vectors of the visible light image data provide
for a determination of the location of a portion of the non-
visible image data corresponding to the portion of the
visible light image data that is below the predetermined
quality factor. After the characteristics of the contour 750
have been determined the method can proceed to block
1240.
[0076] At block 1240, the location of non-visible light
pixels (for example, corresponding pixels or correspond-
ing non-visible light pixels) that correspond to the visible
pixels that do not meet the predetermined threshold can
be determined. For example, the determination can be
made by one or both of the ISP 205 and the application
processor 210. In another embodiment, a different proc-
essor, such as the main mobile device processor, can
make the determination. For example, a corresponding
portion the non-visible light image 650 associated with
the non-visible light pixels that correspond to the visible
pixels that do not meet the predetermined threshold can
be located based on a comparison of the at least one
contour of the image data from the visible light camera
module and the at least one contour of the image data
from the non-visible light camera module. In at least one
implementation, the first vector 805 and the second vec-
tor 810 can be used to find the location of the non-visible
light pixels that correspond to the visible light pixels that
do not meet the predetermined threshold. For example,
the magnitude and direction of the first vector 805 and
the second vector 810 associated with the visible light
camera image data 600 can be used to draw substantially
similar vectors (for example, a third vector 855 and a
fourth vector 860) using the scaling factors from the con-
tour of the non-visible light camera image 650. Based on
the direction and the magnitude of the first vector 805
and the second vector 810 associated with the visible
light camera image 600, a third vector 855 and a fourth
vector 860 of corresponding direction and magnitude (for

example based on a ratio of the resolution of the non-
visible light camera image 650 to the resolution of the
visible light camera image 600) can be determined. The
corresponding non-visible light image pixels can then be
triangulated from a third point 865 and a fourth point 870
on the contour 750 of the non-visible light camera image
650 that correspond to first point 815 and the second
point 820 of the contour 800 of the visible camera image
600 using the third vector 850 and the fourth vector 860
of the non-visible light camera image 650, as illustrated
in Figure 8B. After the location of the corresponding non-
visible light pixels is determined, the method can proceed
to block 1220.
[0077] At block 1220, the pixel data from the visible
light camera image data can be updated with the pixel
data from the non-visible light camera image data. For
example, the updating can be made by one or both of
the ISP 205 and the application processor 210. In another
embodiment, a different processor, such as the main mo-
bile device processor, can make the updating. Updating
the pixel data of the visible light camera image data 600
with the non-visible light camera image data 650 can in-
clude replacing the pixel data of the visible light camera
image data 600 that do not meet the predetermined
threshold with the corresponding pixel data from the non-
visible light camera image data 650. In another imple-
mentation, updating the pixel data of the visible light cam-
era image data 600 can include replacing a portion of the
visible light camera image data 600 associated with the
pixels that do not meet the predetermined threshold with
a corresponding portion of the non-visible light camera
image data 650 that include the non-visible light pixels
that correspond to the visible light pixels that do not meet
the predetermined threshold. The pixel content manipu-
lation of augmentation can include changing an intensity
of red, green and blue values based on the ISP’s assess-
ment of image quality, as described above. After the pixel
data from the visible light camera image data 600 is up-
dated, the method can proceed to block 1225.
[0078] At block 1225, hybrid image data can be pro-
duced. For example, the production can be made by one
or both of the ISP 205 and the application processor 210.
In another embodiment, a different processor, such as
the main mobile device processor, can make the produc-
tion. The hybrid image data 900 can be produced by re-
cording or storing the visible light camera image data
updated in a hybrid portion 405 of the memory device
215. In another implementation, producing hybrid image
data 900 can include creating a new image file comprising
the visible light camera image data 600 updated with the
corresponding pixels of the non-visible light camera im-
age data 650 and saving the new image file in the memory
device 215.
[0079] While Figure 12 is described as determining the
contours of the non-visible light camera image data 650
and the visible light camera image data 600, in another
implementation, at least one contour of a previous hybrid
image can be determined. A determination that at least
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one portion of the image data from the visible camera
module 110 is outside of an acceptable threshold for im-
age quality can be made. The location of the at least one
portion of the image data from the visible light camera
image data 600 that is outside the acceptable threshold
can be determined based on measurements from at least
one contour of the image data from the visible light cam-
era module, for example by triangulating the location of
the portion based on vectors drawn from the at least one
contour. A portion of the image data from the non-visible
light camera module 115 and the image data from the
previous hybrid image that corresponds to the portion of
the image data from the visible light camera image data
600 can be determined, for example by drawing vectors
of substantially similar magnitude and direction as those
determined for the visible light camera image data 600
from contours of objects in the non-visible light image
data 650 and the previous hybrid image data. The visible
light image camera image data 600 can be updated with
the image data from at least one of the non-visible light
camera module 115 or the previous hybrid image at the
corresponding portion. In another implementation, a por-
tion of the visible light image camera image data 600 can
be updated with a corresponding portion of the non-vis-
ible light camera image data 650 or the previous hybrid
image at the corresponding portion, or a combination
thereof.
[0080] In any one of the methods illustrated in Figures
10-12, the augmentation (such as the combination of the
non-visible light camera image data and the visible light
camera image data or the updating of the visible light
camera image data) can be a looping process. For ex-
ample, the augmentation can continue looping until the
visible light camera image data has a quality factor that
satisfies, exceeds, or is greater than the predetermined
threshold.
[0081] While the methods presented above can be de-
scribed as a camera augmentation mode or an assistive
mode that is automatic, the augmentation mode can be
user-enabled. For example, by making selections on a
device as illustrated in Figure 13. Figure 13 illustrates a
front 150 of a mobile device 100. The display 220 of the
mobile device 105 can display user interface 1300. In
Figure 13, user interface 1300 can be associated with a
camera application and can include a camera menu
1305. The camera menu 1305 can include a plurality of
settings which can be designated or selected to enable
an augmentation mode, such as those described above.
Specifically, the camera menu 1305 can include a setting
for automatic augmentation 1310, a setting for no aug-
mentation 1315, and a setting for user-defined augmen-
tation 1320.
[0082] In Figure 13, the setting for automatic augmen-
tation 1315 is selected. As the setting for the automatic
augmentation 1315 is selected, the ISP 205 can be set
to a mode to automatically determine whether each vis-
ible light camera image data is outside of predetermined
thresholds associated with characteristics of images hav-

ing acceptable quality factors and can automatically aug-
ment the visible light camera image data with non-visible
light camera image data. In such a mode, the frequency
that the non-visible light camera image data is received
can be dynamically adjusted based on the determined
quality factor of the received visible light camera image
data. That is, if the received visible light camera image
data falls below a predetermined threshold associated
with quality factors by a small amount, the frequency of
capturing non-visible light camera image data can be less
frequent. Alternatively, if the received visible light camera
image data falls below the predetermined threshold by a
large amount, the frequency of capturing non-visible light
camera image data can be more frequent.
[0083] If the setting for no augmentation 1315 is se-
lected, no augmentation will be applied to the visible light
camera image data. That is, the visible light camera im-
age data 600 will not be augmented by the ISP 205 and
will be transmitted to the application processor 210 for
display on the display 220 of the mobile device 100.
[0084] If the setting for a user-defined augmentation
1320 is selected, augmentation will applied to the visible
light camera image data based on the user-defined set-
tings associated with augmentation 1325. For example,
as illustrated in Figure 13, the user-defined settings as-
sociated with augmentation 1325 can include selecting
a frequency of capturing or receiving non-visible light
camera image data 650. The frequency of capturing re-
ceiving non-visible light camera image data 650 can be
represented as a ratio, as illustrated in Figure 13. The
ratio can indicate a number of non-visible light camera
image data 650 captured in comparison to a number of
visible light camera image data 600 captured. For exam-
ple, in Figure 13, the ratios can include: 1:100 (one non-
visible light camera image data captured for every 100
visible light camera image data), 1:75 (one non-visible
light camera image data captured for every 75 visible
light camera image data), 1:50 (one non-visible light cam-
era image data captured for every 50 visible light camera
image data), 1:30 (one non-visible light camera image
data captured for every 30 visible light camera image
data), or any other ratio. In other implementations, the
user-defined settings can include a maximum and a min-
imum number of visible light images captured for every
non-visible light camera image.
[0085] Examples within the scope of the present dis-
closure may also include tangible, non-transitory com-
puter-readable storage media, or both tangible and non-
transitory computer-readable storage media for carrying
or having computer-executable instructions or data struc-
tures stored thereon. Such non-transitory computer-
readable storage media can be any available media that
can be accessed by a general purpose or special purpose
computer, including the functional design of any special
purpose processor as discussed above. By way of ex-
ample, and not limitation, such non-transitory computer-
readable media can include RAM, ROM, EEPROM, CD-
ROM or other optical disk storage, magnetic disk storage
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or other magnetic storage devices, or any other medium
which can be used to carry or store desired program code
means in the form of computer-executable instructions,
data structures, or processor chip design. When infor-
mation is transferred or provided over a network or an-
other communications connection (either hardwired,
wireless, or combination thereof) to a computer, the com-
puter properly views the connection as a computer-read-
able medium. Thus, any such connection is properly
termed a computer-readable medium. Combinations of
the above should also be included within the scope of
the computer-readable media.
[0086] Implementations herein can include the execu-
tion of computer-executable instructions of the method
steps described in Figures 10-12. For example, compu-
ter-executable instructions can include instructions and
data which cause a general purpose computer, special
purpose computer, or special purpose processing device
to perform a certain function or group of functions. Com-
puter-executable instructions also include program mod-
ules that are executed by computers in stand-alone or
network environments. Generally, program modules in-
clude routines, programs, components, data structures,
objects, and the functions inherent in the design of spe-
cial-purpose processors, etc. that perform particular
tasks or implement particular abstract data types. Com-
puter-executable instructions, associated data struc-
tures, and program modules represent examples of the
program code means for executing steps of the methods
disclosed herein. The particular sequence of such exe-
cutable instructions or associated data structures repre-
sents examples of corresponding acts for implementing
the functions described in such steps.
[0087] Those of skill in the art will appreciate that other
examples of the disclosure may be practiced in network
computing environments with many types of computer
system configurations, including personal computers,
hand-held devices, multi-processor systems, microproc-
essor-based or programmable consumer electronics,
network PCs, minicomputers, mainframe computers,
and the like. Examples may also be practiced in distrib-
uted computing environments where tasks are per-
formed by local and remote processing devices that are
linked (either by hardwired links, wireless links, or by a
combination thereof) through a communications net-
work. In a distributed computing environment, program
modules can be located in both local and remote memory
storage devices.
[0088] The various implementations described above
are non-limiting examples. For example, the principles
herein apply not only to a smartphone device but to other
devices capable of receiving communications such as a
laptop computer. Various modifications and changes that
can be made according to the principles described herein
without departing from subject matter of the following
claims.

Claims

1. A method for adjusting camera image data compris-
ing:

determining (1025), at a processor module of an
electronic device, a quality factor, based on one
or more predetermined characteristic of image
data, the one or more predetermined character-
istic can be one or more of a sharpness level, a
lens exposure time such as a total exposure
time, a brightness measurement, a luminance
value, a light intensity measurement, a lumi-
nance remittance, a luminous existence, a white
balance measurement, a black and white level,
a sharpness level, a blurriness level, a color lev-
el, a contrast level, a noise threshold, or any
other measurement of a predetermined charac-
teristic of images may be used, of the image
data generated by a visible light camera module
(110);
comparing (1030), at the processor module of
the electronic device, the quality factor to a first
threshold; and
augmenting (1060), at the processor module of
the electronic device, the image data (600) from
the visible light camera module (110) of the elec-
tronic device with corresponding image data
(650) generated by a non-visible light camera
module (115) of the electronic device to gener-
ate hybrid image data (900) when the quality
factor is below the first threshold;
further comprising receiving (1125) the image
data (650) from the non-visible light camera
module (115) at a predetermined ratio to re-
ceived image data (600) from the visible light
camera module (110); and
determining (1140) a quality factor of the hybrid
image data (900) based on at least one prede-
termined characteristic of the hybrid image data
(900) and increasing (1150) the ratio when the
quality factor is below a second predetermined
threshold.

2. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the non-
visible light camera module (110) is at least one of
an infrared camera module and an ultraviolet camera
module.

3. The method as recited in claim 1 or claim 2, further
comprising adjusting an image sensor (205) associ-
ated with the visible light camera module (110) in
response to a determined image quality of the hybrid
image data (900), for example, a brightness level, a
luminance level, a contrast level, an exposure time,
a sharpness level of the image sensor can be ad-
justed

31 32 



EP 2 658 245 B1

18

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

4. The method as recited in any one of claims 1-3,
wherein augmenting (1060) the image data compris-
es determining (1205, 1230) at least one contour or
outline of an object from the received image data
(600) from the visible camera module (110) and the
received image data (650) from the non-visible light
camera module (115).

5. The method as recited in any one of claims 4, further
comprising determining (1210) that at least one por-
tion (800) of the image data (600) from the visible
camera module (110) is outside of an acceptable
threshold for image quality.

6. The method as recited in claim 5, further comprising
determining (1215) the location of the at least one
portion (800) of the image data (600) based on meas-
urements from the at least one contour (700).

7. The method as recited in claim 6, further comprising
determining (1240) a corresponding portion (850) of
the image data (650) from the non-visible light cam-
era module (115) based on a comparison of the at
least one contour (700) of the image data (600) from
the visible light camera module (110) and the at least
one contour (750) of the image data (650) from the
non-visible light camera module (115).

8. The method as recited in claim 7, further comprising
updating (1220) the at least one portion (800) of the
image data (600) from the visible camera module
(110) with the image data (650) from the non-visible
light camera module (115) at the corresponding por-
tion (850).

9. The method as recited in 7, further comprising:

determining at least one contour of a previous
hybrid image (900);
determining a corresponding portion of the pre-
vious hybrid image (900) based on measure-
ments from the at least one contour (700) of the
image data (600) from the visible light camera
(110) and the at least one contour of the previous
hybrid image (900);
updating (1220) the at least one portion (800) of
the image data (600) from the visible camera
module (110) with at least one of the image data
(650) from the non-visible light camera module
(115) and the previous hybrid image (900) at the
corresponding portion.

10. The method as recited in any one of claims 1-9,
wherein the predetermined characteristic is an im-
age sharpness characteristic and the determination
is based on a determination that a minimum level of
image sharpness is detected.

11. The method as recited in any one of claims 1-10,
wherein the predetermined characteristic is an ex-
posure time comparison characteristic and the de-
termination is based upon a determination of a level
of misalignment for lens exposure time exceeding a
predetermined level.

12. The method as recited in any one of claims 1-11,
wherein the predetermined characteristic is a lumi-
nous existence characteristic and the determination
is based on a determination that a minimum level of
luminous existence is detected.

13. A system (100) comprising:

a visible light camera module (110);
a non-visible light camera module (115);
a processor (205) communicatively coupled to
the visible light camera module (110) and the
non-visible light camera module (115); and
a non-transitory computer readable storage me-
dium (215) storing instructions for controlling the
processor (205) to perform steps of the method
as recited in any one of claims 1-12.

Patentansprüche

1. Ein Verfahren zum Einstellen von Kamerabilddaten,
umfassend:

Bestimmen (1025), an einem Prozessormodul
einer elektronischen Vorrichtung, eines Quali-
tätsfaktors basierend auf einer oder mehreren
vorbestimmten Charakteristiken von Bilddaten,
wobei die eine oder mehreren vorbestimmten
Charakteristiken eine oder mehrere sein kann
aus einem Schärfeniveau, einer Linsenbelich-
tungszeit, wie eine Gesamtbelichtungszeit, eine
Helligkeitsmessung, ein Leuchtkraftwert, eine
Lichtintensitätsmessung, eine Leuchtkraftüber-
tragung, eine Leuchtkraftexistenz, eine
Weißausgleichsmessung, ein Schwarz- und
Weißniveau, ein Schärfeniveau, ein Ver-
schwommenheitsniveau, ein Farbniveau, ein
Kontrastniveau, eine Rausschwelle, oder jede
andere Messung einer vorbestimmten Charak-
teristik von Bildern genutzt werden kann, von
den Bilddaten, die durch ein sichtbares-Licht-
Kameramodul (110) erzeugt werden;
Vergleichen (1030), an dem Prozessormodul
der elektronischen Vorrichtung, des Qualitäts-
faktors mit einer ersten Schwelle; und
Verbessern(1060), an dem Prozessormodul der
elektronischen Vorrichtung, der Bilddaten (600)
von dem sichtbares-Licht-Kameramodul (110)
der elektronischen Vorrichtung mit korrespon-
dierenden Bilddaten (650), die erzeugt wurden
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durch ein nicht-sichtbares-Licht-Kameramodul
(115) der elektronischen Vorrichtung, um hybri-
de Bilddaten (900) zu erzeugen, wenn der Qua-
litätsfaktor unter der ersten Schwelle ist;
ferner umfassend ein Erhalten (1125) der Bild-
daten (650) von dem nichtsichtbares-Licht-Ka-
meramodul (115) mit einem vorbestimmten Ver-
hältnis zu erhaltenen Bilddaten (600) von dem
sichtbares-Licht-Kameramodul (110); und
Bestimmen (1140) eines Qualitätsfaktors der
hybriden Bilddaten (900) basierend auf zumin-
dest einer vorbestimmten Charakteristik der hy-
briden Bilddaten (900) und Erhöhen (1150) des
Verhältnisses, wenn der Qtialitätsfaktor unter ei-
ner zweiten vorbestimmten Schwelle ist.

2. Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das nicht-
sichtbares-Licht-Kameramodul (110) zumindest ei-
nes ist aus einem Infrarot-Kameramodul und einem
Ultraviolett-Kameramodul.

3. Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 1 oder Anspruch 2
ferner umfassend, ein Einstellen eines Bildsensors
(205), der assoziiert ist mit dem sichtbares-Licht-Ka-
meramodul (110), in Reaktion auf eine bestimmte
Bildqualität der hybriden Bilddaten (900), wobei bei-
spielsweise ein Helligkeitsniveau, ein Leuchtkraftni-
veau, ein Kontrastniveau, eine Belichtungszeit, ein
Schärfeniveau des Bildsensors eingestellt werden
kann.

4. Das Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 1-3, wo-
bei das Verbessern (1060) der Bilddaten ein Bestim-
men (1205, 1230) zumindest einer Kontur oder eines
Umrisses eines Objekts aus den erhaltenen Bildda-
ten (600) von dem sichtbares-Licht-Kameramodul
(110) und den erhaltenen Bilddaten (650) von dem
nicht-sichtbares-Licht-Kameramodul (115) umfasst.

5. Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 4 ferner umfassend,
ein Bestimmen (1210), dass zumindest ein Teil (800)
der Bilddaten (600) von dem sichtbares-Licht- Ka-
meramodul (110) außerhalb einer akzeptablen
Schwelle für Bildqualität ist.

6. Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 5 ferner umfassend,
ein Bestimmen (1215) der Position von zumindest
einem Teil (800) der Bilddaten (600) basierend auf
Messungen der zumindest einen Kontur (700).

7. Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 6 ferner umfassend,
ein Bestimmen (1240) eines korrespondierenden
Teils (850) der Bilddaten (650) von dem nichtsicht-
bares-Licht-Kameramodul (115) basierend auf ei-
nem Vergleich der zumindest einen Kontur (700) der
Bilddaten (600) von dem sichtbares-Licht-Kamera-
modul (110) und der zumindest einen Kontur (750)
der Bilddaten (650) von dem nicht-sichtbares-Licht-

Kameramodul (115).

8. Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 7 ferner umfassend,
ein Aktlialisieren (1220) des zumindest einen Teils
(800) der Bilddaten (600) von dem sichtbares-Licht-
Kameramodul (110) mit den Bilddaten (650) von
dem nichtsichtbares-Licht-Kameramodul (115) bei
dem korrespondierenden Teil (850).

9. Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 7 ferner umfassend:

Bestimmen von zumindest einer Kontur eines
vorigen Hybridbildes (900);
Bestimmen eines korrespondierenden Teils des
vorigen Hybridbildes (900) basierend auf Mes-
sungen von der zumindest einen Kontur (700)
der Bilddaten (600) von dem sichtbares-Licht-
Kameramodul (110) und der zumindest einen
Kontur des vorigen Hybridbildes (900);
Aktualisieren (1220) des zumindest einen Teils
(800) der Bilddaten (600) von dem sichtbares-
Licht-Kameramodul (110) mit zumindest einem
aus den Bilddaten (650) von dem nicht-sichtba-
res-Licht-Kameramodul (115) und dem vorigen
Hybridbild (900) bei dem korrespondierenden
Teil.

10. Das Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 1-9, wo-
bei die vorbestimmte Charakteristik eine Bildschär-
fecharakteristik ist und die Bestimmung basiert auf
einer Bestimmung, dass ein minimales Niveau von
Bildschärfe detektiert wird.

11. Das Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 1-10, wo-
bei die vorbestimmte Charakteristik eine
Belichtungszeitvergleichscharakteristik ist und die
Bestimmung basiert auf einer Bestimmung eines Ni-
veaus einer Fehleinstellung für Linsenbelichtungs-
zeit, das ein vorbestimmtes Niveau überschreitet.

12. Das Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 1-11, wo-
bei die vorbestimmte Charakteristik eine Leuchtkraf-
texistenzcharakteristik ist und die Bestimmung ba-
siert auf einer Bestimmung, dass ein minimales Ni-
veau einer Leuchtkraftexistenz detektiert wird.

13. Ein System (100) umfassend:

ein sichtbares-Licht-Kameramodul (110);
ein nicht-sichtbares-Licht-Kameramodul (115);
einen Prozessor (205), der kommunikativ ge-
koppelt ist mit dem sichtbares-Licht-Kamera-
modul (110) und dem nicht-sichtbares-Licht-Ka-
meramodul (115); und
ein nichttransitorisches computerlesbares Spei-
chermedium (215), das Instruktionen zum Steu-
ern des Prozessors (205) speichert, um die
Schritte des Verfahrens nach einem der Ansprü-
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che 1-12 durchzuführen.

Revendications

1. Procédé de réglage de données d’image de caméra
comprenant le fait :

de déterminer (1025), au niveau d’un module de
processeur d’un dispositif électronique, un fac-
teur de qualité, sur la base d’une ou plusieurs
caractéristique(s) prédéterminée(s) de données
d’image, la ou les plusieurs caractéristique(s)
prédéterminée(s) peut/peuvent être un(e) ou
plusieurs parmi un niveau de netteté, une durée
d’exposition d’objectif telle qu’une durée d’ex-
position totale, une mesure de luminosité, une
valeur de luminance, une mesure d’intensité lu-
mineuse, une diminution de luminance, une
existence lumineuse, une mesure de la balance
des blancs, un niveau de noir et de blanc, un
niveau de netteté, un niveau de flou, un niveau
de couleur, un niveau de contraste, un seuil de
bruit, ou toute autre mesure d’une caractéristi-
que prédéterminée d’images pouvant être utili-
sée, des données d’image générées par un mo-
dule de caméra à lumière visible (110) ;
de comparer (1030), au niveau du module de
processeur du dispositif électronique, le facteur
de qualité à un premier seuil ; et
d’augmenter (1060), au niveau du module de
processeur du dispositif électronique, les don-
nées d’image (600) provenant du module de ca-
méra à lumière visible (110) du dispositif élec-
tronique avec des données d’image correspon-
dantes (650) générées par un module de camé-
ra à lumière non visible (115) du dispositif élec-
tronique pour générer des données d’image hy-
bride (900) lorsque le facteur de qualité est in-
férieur au premier seuil ;
comprenant en outre le fait de recevoir (1125)
les données d’image (650) provenant du module
de caméra à lumière non visible (115) selon un
rapport prédéterminé par rapport à des données
d’image reçues (600) provenant du module de
caméra à lumière visible (110) ; et
de déterminer (1140) un facteur de qualité des
données d’image hybride (900) sur la base d’au
moins une caractéristique prédéterminée des
données d’image hybride (900) et d’accroître
(1150) le rapport lorsque le facteur de qualité
est inférieur à un deuxième seuil prédéterminé.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le mo-
dule de caméra à lumière non visible (110) est au
moins l’un parmi un module de caméra à infrarouge
et un module de caméra à ultraviolets.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 1 ou 2, comprenant
en outre le fait de régler un capteur d’image (205)
associé au module de caméra à lumière visible (110)
en réponse à une qualité d’image déterminée des
données d’image hybride (900), par exemple, un ni-
veau de luminosité, un niveau de luminance, un ni-
veau de contraste, une durée d’exposition, un niveau
de netteté du capteur d’image peuvent être réglés.

4. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 3, dans lequel l’augmentation (1060) des don-
nées d’image comprend le fait de déterminer (1205,
1230) au moins un contour ou un profil d’un objet à
partir des données d’image reçues (600) provenant
du module de caméra à lumière visible (110) et des
données d’image reçues (650) provenant du module
de caméra à lumière non visible (115).

5. Procédé selon la revendication 4, comprenant en
outre le fait de déterminer (1210) qu’au moins une
partie (800) des données d’image (600) provenant
du module de caméra à lumière visible (110) est au
delà d’un seuil acceptable pour la qualité d’image.

6. Procédé selon la revendication 5, comprenant en
outre le fait de déterminer (1215) l’emplacement de
l’au moins une partie (800) des données d’image
(600) sur la base de mesures à partir de l’au moins
un contour (700).

7. Procédé selon la revendication 6, comprenant en
outre le fait de déterminer (1240) une partie corres-
pondante (850) des données d’image (650) prove-
nant du module de caméra à lumière non visible
(115) sur la base d’une comparaison de l’au moins
un contour (700) des données d’image (600) prove-
nant du module de caméra à lumière visible (110) et
de l’au moins un contour (750) des données d’image
(650) provenant du module de caméra à lumière non
visible (115).

8. Procédé selon la revendication 7, comprenant en
outre le fait de mettre à jour (1220) l’au moins une
partie (800) des données d’image (600) provenant
du module de caméra à lumière visible (110) avec
les données d’image (650) provenant du module de
caméra à lumière non visible (115) au niveau de la
partie correspondante (850).

9. Procédé selon la revendication 7, comprenant en
outre le fait :

de déterminer au moins un contour d’une image
hybride précédente (900) ;
de déterminer une partie correspondante de
l’image hybride précédente (900) sur la base de
mesures à partir de l’au moins un contour (700)
des données d’image (600) provenant de la ca-
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méra à lumière visible (110) et de l’au moins un
contour de l’image hybride précédente (900) ;
de mettre à jour (1220) l’au moins une partie
(800) des données d’image (600) provenant du
module de caméra à lumière visible (110) avec
les données d’image (650) provenant du module
de caméra à lumière non visible (115) et/ou
l’image hybride précédente (900) au niveau de
la partie correspondante.

10. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 9, dans lequel la caractéristique prédéterminée
est une caractéristique de netteté d’image et la dé-
termination est basée sur une détermination selon
laquelle un niveau minimum de netteté d’image est
détecté.

11. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 10, dans lequel la caractéristique prédéterminée
est une caractéristique de comparaison de durée
d’exposition et la détermination est basée sur une
détermination d’un niveau de désalignement pour
une durée d’exposition d’objectif excédant un niveau
prédéterminé.

12. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 11, dans lequel la caractéristique prédéterminée
est une caractéristique d’existence lumineuse et la
détermination est basée sur une détermination selon
laquelle un niveau minimal d’existence lumineuse
est détecté.

13. Système (100) comprenant :

un module de caméra à lumière visible (110) ;
un module de caméra à lumière non visible
(115) ;
un processeur (205) couplé en communication
au module de caméra à lumière visible (110) et
au module de caméra à lumière non visible
(115) ; et
un support de stockage lisible par ordinateur non
transitoire (215) stockant des instructions pour
commander le processeur (205) afin d’exécuter
les étapes du procédé selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 12.
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