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(54) Horse jacket

(57) The present invention relates to a horse jacket
comprising a front portion (1) and a rear portion (2),
wherein the front portion (1) is adapted for covering a
chest part of a horse and the rear portion (2) is adapted
for covering back and side parts of the horse. The jacket

further comprises first/second attachment means (4, 5)
arranged to connect a first/second side (6, 8) of the front
portion to a first/second side (7, 9) of the rear portion.
The front portion (1) further comprises at least one filling
element (33).
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Description

Field of the invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a horse jacket
and a number of improvements therein, the horse jacket
being more ergonomically constructed for both horse and
stableman than conventional horse blankets.

Background of the invention

[0002] Horse blankets are commonly used to protect
horses from cold, wind, rain, or heat. A conventional blan-
ket, such as that shown in US 2005/0126134, is made in
one piece, covers the chest, the back, and the sides of
the horse, and has attachment means arranged on the
chest and side sections of the blanket.
[0003] One disadvantage with such a blanket is that
the blanket restricts the horse’s movements and often
leads to chafing at certain pressure points. A further dis-
advantage is that wind and precipitation can slip in under
the blanket, since the blanket is not very form-fitted to
the shape of the horse.
[0004] An improved horse blanket is shown in US
2011/0185688, wherein the blanket is split into front and
rear sections which are connected to each other by a
flexible joint. This flexible joint facilitates movement such
that the horse is less restricted by the blanket than com-
pared to a conventional blanket.

Summary of the invention

[0005] It is an object of the present invention to mitigate
the above problems, and to provide an improved jacket
which enables the horse to move ergonomically and less
restricted, which prevents the weather elements from en-
tering in under the jacket, and which at the same time
offers extended protection for its muscles and organs,
as well as minimizing the work for the stableman.
[0006] According to a first aspect of the present inven-
tion, these objects are achieved by a horse jacket com-
prising a front portion and a rear portion, wherein the front
portion is adapted for covering a chest part of a horse
and the rear portion is adapted for covering back and
side parts of the horse, further comprising first attach-
ment means arranged to connect a first side of the front
portion to a first side of the rear portion and second at-
tachment means arranged to connect a second side of
the front portion to a second side of the rear portion, the
front portion comprising at least one filling element.
[0007] A horse jacket having such a construction not
only protects the sensitive parts of the horse’s body, such
as the shoulders, the neck, the withers, the stomach, and
the throat, but is also particularly ergonomic since it ab-
sorbs the pressure from the jacket which is caused by
the horse’s movements, hence avoiding the occurrence
of chafing. The filling element provides extra space for
the front legs of the horse, allowing the horse to move

freely.
[0008] In one embodiment, the filling element compris-
es two overlapping filling pads.
[0009] The front portion may further comprise an elas-
tic portion arranged at least partially along an essentially
U-shaped recess, adapted for abutting against an under-
side of a neck of the horse during use. The U-shape of
the front portion and the elastic portion facilitates a fit
which is sufficiently tight to provide protection from the
elements, while at the same time being flexible enough
such that the front portion yields when the horse’s neck
is directed downwards, for example when grazing, such
that the pressure on the horse’s neck is relieved.
[0010] In yet another embodiment, each attachment
means comprises a set of buckles and a set of elongated
connection means.
[0011] Each set of elongated connection means may
comprise a zipper, at least one magnet, or a hook and
loop fastener.
[0012] In one embodiment, the sets of buckles are con-
nected by a webbing which extends across the front por-
tion between the buckles.
[0013] According to a second aspect of the present
invention, these objects are achieved by a horse jacket
comprising a front portion and a rear portion, wherein the
front portion is adapted for covering a chest part of a
horse and the rear portion is adapted for covering back
and side parts of the horse, wherein a stomach section
of the rear portion comprises a first side section, a centre
section, and a second side section, the stomach section
being arranged between two wedges, one on each op-
posing side of the stomach section, and the stomach sec-
tion being adapted for being folded underneath a stom-
ach of the horse such that the stomach section follows a
curvature of, and lies in abutment with, the stomach dur-
ing use.
[0014] A horse jacket having such a construction not
only protects the sensitive parts of the horse’s body, such
as the stomach, the croup, and internal organs such as
heart and lungs, but is also particularly ergonomic since
it does not restrict the horse’s movements.
[0015] According to a third aspect of the present inven-
tion, these objects are achieved by a horse jacket com-
prising a front portion and a rear portion, wherein the front
portion is adapted for covering a chest part of a horse
and the rear portion is adapted for covering back and
side parts of the horse, wherein an end section of the
rear portion is provided with at least one dart, the dart
being tapered such that an amount of fabric being taken
in is larger at an end closest to a tail of the horse than at
an opposite end of the dart, such that the end section at
least partially has a bowl shape and hence follows a cur-
vature of, and lies in abutment with, hind legs of the horse
during use.
[0016] A horse jacket having such a construction not
only protects the sensitive parts of the horse’s body, such
as the croup and the semitendinosus muscles, but is also
particularly ergonomic since it does not restrict the
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horse’s movements.
[0017] According to a fourth aspect of the present in-
vention, these objects are achieved by a neck portion for
a horse jacket, adapted for surrounding a neck of a horse,
the neck portion comprising a closure arranged at one
side of the neck during use.
[0018] A horse jacket having such a construction not
only protects the sensitive parts of the horse’s body, such
as the neck, the withers, and the throat, but is also par-
ticularly ergonomic for the stableman.
[0019] Generally, all terms used in the claims are to be
interpreted according to their ordinary meaning in the
technical field, unless explicitly defined otherwise herein.
All references to "a/an/the [element, device, component,
means, etc]" are to be interpreted openly as referring to
at least one instance of said element, means, etc., unless
explicitly stated otherwise. Further, by the term "compris-
ing" it is meant "comprising but not limited to" throughout
the application.
[0020] All references to top, bottom, upper, lower, front,
back, vertical, horizontal, and to the body parts of the
horse, etc relate to when the horse jacket is in use, i.e.
when arranged on a horse.
[0021] Further, top/upper relates to an area which is
arranged above a bottom/lower area as seen in the ver-
tical direction, i.e. the area closest to the horse’s back,
while the bottom area is the area closest to the ground.
Front relates to the area which is arranged closest to the
head of the horse, while back relates to the area which
is arranged closest to the tail of the horse, i.e. how they
are located in the horizontal direction in relation to each
other.
[0022] The use of first and second sides refers to the
opposing parts of a section, e.g. two halves of two op-
posing outer edges. The use of outwards and inwards
refers, if not otherwise specified, to the directions from
the horse’s body and towards the horse’s body during
use.

Brief description of the drawings

[0023] This and other aspects of the present invention
will now be described in more detail, with reference to
the appended drawings showing a currently preferred
embodiment of the invention.

Figure 1 shows a side view of an embodiment of the
horse jacket according to the present invention.
Figure 2 shows a rear view of an embodiment of the
horse jacket according to the present invention.
Figure 3 shows a top view of an embodiment of the
rear portion of the horse jacket according to the
present invention.
Figure 4 shows a front view of an embodiment of the
front portion of the horse jacket according to the
present invention.
Figure 5 shows a front view of an embodiment of the
horse jacket according to the present invention.

Figure 6 shows a front view of the filling elements
arranged within an embodiment of the front portion
of the horse jacket according to the present inven-
tion.
Figure 7 shows a side view of an embodiment of a
closed neck portion of the horse jacket according to
the present invention.
Figure 8 shows a side view of an embodiment of an
open neck portion of the horse jacket according to
the present invention.

Detailed description

[0024] Figures 1 and 5 show a front portion 1 and a
rear portion 2 of a horse jacket according to the present
invention, each portion comprising a number of layers of,
e.g., outer fabric, padding, lining, and so on. By horse
jacket is meant a type of horse blanket. The significant
differences and improvements of the invention, when
compared to a conventional horse blanket, justify the use
of the new terminology "horse jacket".
[0025] The front portion 1 is adapted for covering the
chest part of the horse, i.e. the part comprising the chest
and, at least to some extent, the shoulders of the horse.
The rear portion 2 is adapted for covering the rest of the
horse’s body such as the back, the sides, and, if so de-
sired, the stomach. During use, the neck of the horse
extends outwards through an opening 10 in the jacket,
which is formed by edges of both front 1 and rear 2 por-
tions. The neck itself may also be covered by a neck
portion 3 which is to be detachably arranged at the open-
ing 10. This is described separately below.
[0026] Figures 1, 3, 4, and 5 show first 4 and second
5 attachment means. The first attachment means 4 are
arranged to connect the first side 6 of the front portion 1
to the first side 7 of the rear portion 2, and the second
attachment means 5 are arranged to connect the second
side 8 of the front portion 1 to the second side 9 of the
rear portion 2. By first 6 and second 8 sides of the front
portion 1 is meant the two halves of the front portion 1,
and by first 7 and second 9 sides of the rear portion 2 is
meant the two areas of the rear portion 2 which are to be
connected to the first 6 and second 8 sides of the front
portion, respectively. I.e., the first side 6 of the front por-
tion 1 and the first side 7 of the rear portion 2 are, during
use, connected to each other approximately in the area
of a first shoulder of the horse, while the second side 8
of the front portion 1 and the second side 9 of the rear
portion 2 are connected to each other approximately in
the area of a second shoulder of the horse. Hence, the
neck of the horse will protrude from the opening 10 which
is formed by edges of the front 1 and rear 2 portions. The
attachment means 4, 5 will be described in more detail
later on in the description.
[0027] Figure 4 shows the front portion 1 separately.
The front portion 1 is preferably tapered in the vertical
direction such that it is wider at the bottom than at the
top, which facilitates free movement of the front legs of
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the horse without hindering the horse’s shoulder blades,
while at the same time providing a tight fit at the base of
the neck of the horse.
[0028] The front portion 1 is provided with an essen-
tially U-shaped recess 11 in order to accommodate the
underside of the horse’s neck.
[0029] Figure 6 shows a filling element 33 arranged
within the front portion 1. The filling element 33 is pref-
erably arranged as close to the horse’s body as possible,
in order to distribute the pressure on the body over a
larger area, hence avoiding pressure on only a certain
pressure point. The filling element 33 preferably compris-
es two overlapping filling pads 33a, 33b, e.g. having the
same thickness, being of the same material, but having
different shapes. The material in the filling pad may be
foam or any other suitable material. A first filling pad 33a,
being arranged closest to the horse’s body, preferably
has a U-shape corresponding to the above mentioned
U-shaped recess 11. The first filling pad 33a softens the
edge against the horse’s neck. A second filling pad 33b
is arranged in abutment with the first filling pad 33a on
its outside, as seen in a direction from the horse’s body.
The second filling pad 33b preferably has an essentially
square shape provided with the above mentioned U-
shaped recess 11. The second filling pad 33b covers a
larger surface area than the first filling pad 33a, preferably
such that it extends beyond the shoulders of the horse,
such that the second filling pad 33b functions as a shield
against the wind and also lifts the fabric outwards, cre-
ating a free space for the front legs of the horse. However,
the second filling pad 33b is smaller than the entire front
portion 1, i.e. the lower part of the front portion comprises
only loose fabric while the upper part of the front portion
comprises fabric and the filling pads 33a, 33b.
[0030] The front portion 1 further comprises an elastic
portion 12. In one embodiment, the elastic portion 12 is
an elastic material lining at least a part of the edge of the
recess 11, which lies in abutment with a horse’s neck.
The elastic material 12 softens the edge of the recess 11
such that the front portion yields when the horse’s neck
is bent downwards in order to graze.
[0031] As mentioned above, first attachment means 4
are arranged to connect the first side 6 of the front portion
1 to the first side 7 of the rear portion 2, and second
attachment means 5 are arranged to connect the second
side 8 of the front portion 1 to the second side 9 of the
rear portion 2. The first 4 and second 5 attachment means
preferably have the same configuration, which in one em-
bodiment of the invention constitutes a set of buckles 13,
14 and a set of elongated connection means 15, 16. Each
individual set of buckles 13, 14 comprises one buckle
part 13a, 14a arranged on the front portion 1 and one
buckle part 13b, 14b arranged on the rear portion 2. The
set of elongated connection means 15, 16 preferably
comprises a zipper, which will be described in more detail
later on in the description.
[0032] The sets of buckles 13, 14 also comprise web-
bing 17 used to connect the buckle parts 13a, 14a to

each other and to the front portion 1. Preferably, the web-
bing 17 extends across the front portion 1 such that it
connects the first side 6 of the front portion 1 to the first
side 7 of the rear portion 2 by one buckle 13a arranged
at one end of the webbing 17, and the second side 8 of
the front portion 1 to the second side 9 of the rear portion
2 by one buckle 14a arranged at the opposite end of the
webbing 17. I.e., the two buckles 13a, 14a share the
same webbing 17. The webbing 17, arranged between
the two buckles 13a, 14a, extends approximately with
the same shape as the recess 11 of the front portion 1.
Hence, the webbing 17 is arranged essentially in an an-
gular U-shape. This U-shape is arranged with a wider
angle than that of the U-shaped recess 11, i.e. the web-
bing 17 extends outside the recess 11. The webbing is
folded over itself at two instances in order to achieve the
U-shape.
[0033] As previously mentioned, the set of elongated
connection means 15, 16 preferably comprises a zipper.
However, the elongated connection means 15, 16 could
consist of any other suitable means such as at least one
magnet or a hook and loop fastener. The zipper is ar-
ranged such that one part 15a, 16a of the zipper is ar-
ranged on the front portion 1 and the other, corresponding
part 15b, 16b is arranged on the rear portion 2. More
specifically, the first part 15a of the first zipper is arranged
on the first side 6 of the front portion 1, where it extends
essentially vertically. The second part 15b of the first zip-
per is arranged on the first side 7 of the rear portion 2,
also extending essentially vertically. The second zipper
is arranged in a corresponding way. The first part 16a of
the second zipper is arranged on the second side 8 of
the front portion, where it extends essentially vertically.
The second part 16b of the second zipper is arranged on
the second side 9 of the rear portion 2, also extending
essentially vertically.
[0034] Figure 3 shows the rear portion 2 of the jacket.
The rear portion 2 is constructed to interact tightly with
the front portion 1 in order to enable the horse to move
ergonomically and less restricted and at the same time
to offer extended protection for its muscles and organs,
as well as minimizing the work for the stableman.
[0035] The front edges of the rear portion 2, i.e. the
first 7 and second 9 sides, each comprise a small fold
31. The fold is sown approximately from the very edge
of the rear portion up until the elongated connection
means 15, 16, in a horizontal direction towards the tail
of the horse during use. Thereafter the sown fold unfolds
until there is no fold at all. The fold 31 creates a curvature
in the fabric which provides extra room for the horse’s
shoulder.
[0036] In one embodiment, at least one of the stomach
sections 18 of the rear portion 2, i.e. the parts closest to
the ground during use, comprises a number of individual
sections, namely a first side section 19, a centre section
20, and a second side section 21. These sections are
arranged after each other, as seen in the horizontal di-
rection. Each section 19, 20, 21 has an individual shape
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such that the combination of all sections results in a
curved bowl shape. The stomach section 18 is adapted
for being folded underneath the stomach of the horse
such that it forms a bowl which follows a curvature of,
and lies in abutment with, at least a part of the stomach
during use, which gives the jacket an ergonomic shape
which follows the arched form of the horse’s ribs and
stomach. This shape is facilitated further by use of two
wedges 22 of fabric, one arranged essentially vertically
on each side of the stomach section 18. Preferably, both
stomach sections 18 have the above described construc-
tion and are adapted for meeting at the middle of the
horse’s stomach.
[0037] The two stomach sections 18 are connected to
each other by the use of a number of surcingles 23, pref-
erably two such surcingles 23, provided with a buckle
each, attached to either stomach section 18 for connect-
ing the two stomach sections to each other at the stomach
area. The enclosure of the stomach prevents unwanted
exposure while simultaneously providing the horse with
freedom of movement. This arrangement further pre-
vents moisture from reaching the exposed parts around
the front and hind legs.
[0038] Preferably, the rear portion 2 of the jacket is
provided with a dart 28 running vertically in order to fur-
ther facilitate the arched bowl shape of the jacket. The
dart 28 does not run along the entire vertical height of
the jacket, on the contrary it is limited to a short distance
in the area closest to said stomach section 18.
[0039] The rear portion 2 is in general constructed to
apply the pressure from the jacket in front of the shoulder
blade (scapula) instead of on the shoulder blade, as well
as offload the pressure from the top of withers. Hence,
the rear portion 2 has a withers section which is cush-
ioned with a first cushion 27, one on each side of the
withers, in order to allow air to circulate and to significantly
reduce the pressure on the withers. At the back of the
withers section, i.e. the part closest to the tail of the horse,
there is an additional cushion arranged underneath the
first cushion, i.e. closer to the horse during use, in order
to offload pressure when the horse bows its head down.
The cushions 27 are separated such that each cushion
will lie in abutment with one side of the withers, respec-
tively, leaving the top of the withers free. The cushions
preferably have the same thickness.
[0040] Figures 1 and 2 show the very end section 24
of the rear portion 2 of the jacket, i.e. the section being
closest to the tail of the horse during use. The end section
24 is provided with at least one dart 25, preferably two
25a, 25b, on each side of the rear portion 2, i.e. on each
side of the horse’s croup, and one dart 25c on the top of
the horse’s croup. The dart 25a arranged closest to the
top of the rear portion is preferably longer than the dart
25b arranged closest to the bottom of the rear portion 2.
Each dart 25a, 25b, 25c extends essentially in a direction
along the back of the horse. However, the dart may ex-
tend somewhat curved.
[0041] Each dart 25a, 25b, 25c is tapered such that

the amount of fabric being taken in is larger at the end
closest to the tail of the horse than at the opposite end
of the dart. This results in the end section 24 having, at
least partially, a three-dimensional, arched bowl shape
such that it follows the curvature of, and lies in abutment
with, the hind legs of the horse. This facilitates complete
coverage of the semitendinosus muscles located at the
horse’s rear portion.
[0042] Figure 2 also shows a tail cord 29 comprising
of an elastic ribbon at least partially covered with a plastic
material. The tail cord 29 is fastened to each end of the
rear portion 2 of the jacket using a loop and a kind of cord
lock, such that the length of the tail cord is adjustable.
The very ends of the cord 29 are provided with stops for
avoiding that the cord slips out of the cord lock.
[0043] Further, both a small area 30 closest to the with-
ers and a small area closest to the tail, of the rear portion
2, may be configured such that the fabric of the horse
jacket is somewhat elevated for avoiding pressure and
allowing air to circulate. These elevated areas 30 are
created by fastening the edge of a patch of fabric to an
edge of an opening in the main fabric, when the opening
is smaller than the patch.
[0044] Figures 1 and 8 show a neck portion 3, adapted
for surrounding the neck of the horse during use. The
neck portion 3 has a construction which facilitates the
section to cover the whole neck, including jugular veins,
trachea, and oesophagus. The neck portion 3 is prefer-
ably made of the same material as the front 1 and rear
2 portions, and is easily attached to at least the rear por-
tion 2. The neck portion 3 is closed by a closure 26, e.g.
a zipper or a hook and loop fastener, arranged at one
side of the neck during use. This side closure 26 allows
the stableman to access the neck portion 3 more easily
by being able to put the neck portion 3 on or to remove
it without having to reach in underneath the horse’s neck.
[0045] The neck portion 3 and the front 1 and rear 2
portions are preferably provided with an arrangement for
fastening the neck portion 3 to the front 1 and rear 2
portions. This arrangement comprises a number of first
textile ribbons 32a arranged on the neck portion 3, pref-
erably three such ribbons arranged one on each side of
the horses neck and one on the very top of the horses
neck during use, and corresponding second ribbons 32b
arranged on the front 1 and rear 2 portions. Each first
ribbon 32a has one free end which is to be thread through
a loop, formed by the corresponding second ribbon 32b,
the two ends of which are fastened permanently on the
front 1 and rear 2 portions. The free end of the first ribbon
32a is thereafter fastened to the neck portion 3 e.g. by a
push button. In this way, the first ribbon 32a runs with
some flexibility through the loop formed by the corre-
sponding second ribbon 32b, and therefore the neck por-
tion 3 is somewhat moveable in relation to the front 1 and
rear 2 portions. This increases the flexibility of the horse
jacket. The first 32a and second 32b ribbons could of
course have any other suitable configuration, such as
clasp and eye, or hook and loop.
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[0046] The person skilled in the art realizes that the
present invention by no means is limited to the preferred
embodiments described above. On the contrary, many
modifications and variations are possible within the
scope of the appended claims. For example, the de-
scribed parts of the horse jacket are preferably combined
in one proper jacket.

Claims

1. Horse jacket comprising a front portion (1) and a rear
portion (2), wherein said front portion (1) is adapted
for covering a chest part of a horse and said rear
portion (2) is adapted for covering back and side
parts of said horse, said jacket further comprising
first attachment means (4) arranged to connect a
first side (6) of said front portion (1) to a first side (7)
of said rear portion (2), and second attachment
means (5) arranged to connect a second side (8) of
said front portion (1) to a second side (9) of said rear
portion (2), said front portion (1) further comprising
at least one filling element (33).

2. Horse jacket according to claim 1, wherein said filling
element comprises two overlapping filling pads (33a,
33b).

3. Horse jacket according to claim 1 or 2, wherein said
front portion (1) further comprises an elastic portion
(12) arranged at least partially along an essentially
U-shaped recess (11), adapted for abutting against
an underside of a neck of said horse during use.

4. Horse jacket according to any of claims 1-3, wherein
each attachment means (4, 5) comprises a set of
buckles (13, 14) and a set of elongated connection
means (15, 16).

5. Horse jacket according to claim 4, wherein each set
of elongated connection means (15, 16) comprises
a zipper, at least one magnet, or a hook and loop
fastener.

6. Horse jacket according to any of claims 4-5, wherein
said sets of buckles (13, 14) are connected by a web-
bing (17) which extends across said front portion (1)
between buckles (13a, 14a).

7. Horse jacket comprising a front portion (1) and a rear
portion (2), wherein said front portion (1) is adapted
for covering a chest part of a horse and said rear
portion (2) is adapted for covering back and side
parts of said horse, wherein a stomach section (18)
of said rear portion (2) comprises a first side section
(19), a centre section (20), and a second side section
(21), said stomach section being arranged between
two wedges (22), one on each opposing side of said

stomach section (18), and said stomach section (18)
being adapted for being folded underneath a stom-
ach of said horse such that said stomach section
(18) follows a curvature of, and lies in abutment with,
said stomach during use.

8. Horse jacket comprising a front portion (1) and a rear
portion (2), wherein said front portion (1) is adapted
for covering a chest part of a horse and said rear
portion (2) is adapted for covering back and side
parts of said horse, wherein an end section (24) of
said rear portion (2) is provided with at least one dart
(25), said dart (25) being tapered such that an
amount of fabric being taken in is larger at an end
closest to a tail of said horse than at an opposite end
of said dart, such that said end section (24) at least
partially has a bowl shape and hence follows a cur-
vature of, and lies in abutment with, hind legs of said
horse during use.

9. Neck portion (3) for a horse jacket, adapted for sur-
rounding a neck of a horse, said neck portion (3)
comprising a closure (26) arranged at one side of
said neck during use.

10. Horse jacket according to claims 1, 7, 8, and 9.

9 10 



EP 2 904 898 A1

7



EP 2 904 898 A1

8



EP 2 904 898 A1

9



EP 2 904 898 A1

10



EP 2 904 898 A1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 2 904 898 A1

12

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 2 904 898 A1

13

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 2 904 898 A1

14

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 2 904 898 A1

15

REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION

This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

• US 20050126134 A [0002] • US 20110185688 A [0004]


	bibliography
	abstract
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report
	cited references

