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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The invention relates generally to an apparatus for treating tissue and more specifically to dermatologic treatment
using directed energy.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Light has been used in a wide range of medical applications for many years. In the field of dermatology high
powered lasers and intense pulsed light (IPL) systems have been used to permanently remove unwanted hair, rejuvenate
skin, remove veins etc. In the field of hair removal, devices remove hair from areas of the body with large diameter
pulses of laser or incoherent light called intense pulsed light. One disadvantage of the above described devices is that
the power (both electrical and light output) required to deliver permanent or long lasting results are extremely high, and
such devices are only suitable for use in a clinical setting with trained professionals operating the devices. A further
disadvantage is that the treatments are costly, painful, time consuming and only partially effective. To improve efficacy
of these treatments more and more powerful devices have been marketed in an attempt to produce long lasting results.
Additionally these devices utilize large diameter output beams which are known to penetrate the skin deeply and to
deliver high doses of energy to the base region of the hair follicle. These newer devices which are capable of generating
the "required" power level for effective long-term hair loss using a large diameter spots are large, heavy, expensive,
require sophisticated cooling and are dangerous. Current prices on the market for such devices exceed $50 K and the
device itself can weigh more than 100 lbs. These are not devices that can be sold to individual consumers, or be operated
safely in the home by average consumers.
[0003] In addition to the production of more powerful laser devices, a trend has also emerged toward larger spot sizes.
Experimental results have shown that larger spots penetrate more deeply into tissue than small ones. Thus, researchers
in this area, in an effort to obtain a long-lasting and more permanent result, strive to provide the larger sizes. Until now,
little research has gone into understanding the actual behavior of light as it diffuses into tissue as it relates to the spot
size. As a result, the use of small spot treatments has been dismissed as not feasible in this area of dermatology.
[0004] The commonly held (though incorrect) understanding of how light diffuses into skin as a function of spot size
has prevented the industry from developing effective methods for hair growth modulation for the end consumer. The
belief that only large diameter laser and IPL spots can cause hair loss has lead the entire industry to develop larger,
more expensive and more dangerous devices; now producing more than 2900 W of output power.
[0005] WO 98/51235 discloses methods and apparatus for dermatology treatment involving use of continuous wave
radiation, preheating of the treatment volume, cooling of the epidermis above the treatment volumebefore, during and
after treatment and beam focussing techniques to reduce scattering of optical radiation.
[0006] The present invention relates to devices that use a model for light diffusion in skin as a function of spot size.
These devices use a small spot size and low power radiation to achieve short-term hair growth modulation as well as
for the treatment of other skin disorders. Furthermore the present invention demonstrates a devices that can be highly
effective using a fraction of the power required by today’s typical devices. The device disclosed herein can be mass
produced for safe use in the home with excellent results.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] The invention provides an apparatus as set forth in claims 1 to 9.
[0008] The invention relates in one aspect to an apparatus for the treatment of skin. Also described is a method relating
to scanning a small area radiation field over the skin at a predetermined rate and at a selected fluence and wavelength
to heat a target chromophore to a level sufficient to cause a result. In one embodiment the result is short term hair growth
rate modification.
[0009] A method for the treatment of skin including the steps of determining the skin depth for energy absorption
necessary for treatment and generating a spot size such that the energy impinging on the skin provides a desired amount
of energy to the desired depth for treatment is also described. In one embodiment the selected spot size has a diameter
narrower than the spacing between adjacent hairs on the skin. In yet another embodiment in which the treatment is hair
removal, the depth is selected to be near the location of the follicular bulge of the hair. The described method may further
include the step of selecting a wavelength of light suitable for treatment.
[0010] A method for the treatment of a region of skin including the steps of generating a small spot size for energy
impinging on the skin to provide a desired amount of energy to a desired depth for treatment of the region of skin and
scanning the small spot over the region of skin to be treated is also described.
[0011] A method for the treatment of a region of skin including the steps of generating a small spot size for energy
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impinging on the skin surface to provide a desired amount of energy to a desired depth for treatment of the region of
skin and scanning the small spot over the region of skin to be treated is also described. The spot is of a size such that
the area of treatment at the desired depth is much larger than the size of the spot on the skin surface.
[0012] In another aspect, the invention relates to an apparatus for the treatment of skin including a source of energy
and a means for generating a small spot size for energy from the source impinging on the skin to provide a desired
amount of energy to a desired depth for treatment. In one embodiment the energy source is a laser producing a desired
wavelength of light for treatment. In another embodiment the energy is generated by a flash lamp, with subsequent
spectral selection of the emitted light by optical filters.
[0013] A method for controlling the energy used for the treatment of a region of skin including the steps of generating
a small spot size for energy impinging on the surface of the skin to provide a desired amount of energy to a desired
depth for treatment of the region of skin; moving the small spot over the region of skin to be treated; measuring the rate
of movement of the spot over the skin surface; and controlling the amount of energy reaching the desired depth for
treatment in response to the rate of movement of the spot over the skin surface is also described. The method may
further include scanning the small spot over the surface of the skin at a scanning rate; wherein the step of controlling
the amount of energy reaching the desired depth for treatment includes adjusting the scanning rate. In another embod-
iment of the method, the scanning rate is adjusted in real time. The scanning rate may be adjusted in real time. The
controlling of the amount of energy reaching the desired depth for treatment may include adjusting the amount of energy
in the spot impinging on the skin.
[0014] Another aspect of the invention is an apparatus for the treatment of a region of skin. The apparatus includes
a source of energy which generates a small spot size for the energy impinging on the skin and a means for scanning
the spot of energy over the surface of the skin. In one embodiment the means for scanning includes a device selected
from the group consisting of galvanometric scanning mirrors, linear actuators, rotating optical wedges, cam driven
reciprocal mirrors and rotating polygons. In another embodiment the means for generating a spot size of energy produces
a treatment area at the desired depth of treatment much larger than the area of the spot at the surface of the skin. In
yet another embodiment the apparatus further includes a means for measuring the rate of movement of the spot over
the skin surface; and a controller in communication with the means for measuring the rate of movement of the spot over
the skin surface. The controller controls the amount of energy reaching the desired depth for treatment in response to
the rate of movement of the spot over the skin surface. ’
[0015] In another embodiment the controller is in communication with the means for scanning. The means for scanning
scans the spot at a scanning rate; and the controller adjusts the scanning rate in response to the rate of movement of
the spot over the skin surface in real time. In another embodiment the controller is in communication with the source of
energy and adjusts the intensity of the energy reaching the skin in response to the rate of movement of the spot over
the skin surface in real time. In another embodiment the apparatus further includes an indicator in communication with
the means for measuring the rate of movement of the spot over the skin surface which indicates when the rate of
movement of the spot over the skin surface is outside a predetermined range. One embodiment also includes a safety
means for disabling the device if the device is not properly in contact with the skin surface.

STATEMENTS

[0016] Features of the invention may be embodied in the following statements. The statements relating to the methods
are explanatory statements which may be helpful for understanding the invention.

1. A method for the treatment of an area of skin comprising the steps of:

generating an energy spot having a small diameter; and

impinging the energy spot on the skin to provide a desired amount of energy to a desired depth for treatment.

2. The method of statement 1 wherein the selected spot size has a diameter narrower than the spacing between
adjacent hairs on the skin.

3. The method of statement 1 wherein the treatment is hair removal of a hair having a follicular bulge and the depth
is selected to be at the location of the follicular bulge of the hair.

4. The method of statement 1 further comprising selecting a wavelength of light suitable for treatment.

5. A method for the treatment of a region of skin comprising:
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generating a small spot size of energy impinging on the skin to provide a desired amount of energy to a desired
depth for treatment of the region of skin; and

scanning the small spot over the region of skin to be treated.

6. A method for the treatment of a region of skin having a skin surface comprising:

generating a small spot size for energy impinging on the skin surface to provide a desired amount of energy to
a desired depth for treatment of the region of skin; and

scanning the small spot over the region of skin to be treated; wherein the spot is of a size such that the area of
treatment at the desired depth is larger than the size of the spot on the skin surface.

7. A method for controlling the energy used for the treatment of a region of skin comprising:

generating a small spot size for energy impinging on the surface of the skin to provide a desired amount of
energy to a desired depth for treatment of the region of skin;

moving the small spot over the region of skin to be treated;

measuring the rate of movement of the spot over the skin surface; and

controlling the amount of energy reaching the desired depth for treatment in response to the rate of movement
of the spot over the skin surface.

8. The method of statement 7 further comprising:

scanning the small spot over the surface of the skin at a scanning rate;

wherein the step of controlling the amount of energy reaching the desired depth for treatment comprises adjusting
the scanning rate.

9. The method of statement 8 wherein the scanning rate is adjusted in real time.

10. The method of statement 7 wherein the controlling of the amount of energy reaching the desired depth for
treatment comprises adjusting the amount of energy in the spot impinging on the skin.

11. The method of statement 7 wherein the energy applied to the skin is pulsed at a rate sufficient to permit the skin
to cool between pulses to prevent undesirable damage to tissue.

12. An apparatus for the treatment of skin comprising a source of energy for generating a small spot size of energy
from the source impinging on the skin to provide a desired amount of energy to a desired depth for treatment.

13. The apparatus of statement 12 wherein the energy source is a laser producing a desired wavelength of light for
treatment.

14. The apparatus of statement 12 wherein the source of energy is selected from the group comprising lasers, laser
diodes and flash lamps.

15. An apparatus for the treatment of a region of skin having a surface comprising:

a source of energy for generating a spot size for energy from the source impinging on the skin; and

a means for scanning the spot of energy over the surface of the skin.

16. The apparatus of statement 15 where in the means for scanning comprises a device selected from the group
consisting of galvanometric scanning mirrors, linear actuators, rotating optical wedges; cam driven reciprocal mirrors;
and rotating polygons.
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17. The apparatus of statement 15 wherein source of energy for generating a small spot size produces a treatment
area at the desired depth of treatment larger than the area of the spot at the surface of the skin.

18. The apparatus of statement 15 further comprising:

a means for measuring the rate of movement of the spot over the skin surface; and

a controller in communication with the means for measuring the rate of movement of the spot over the skin
surface, the controller controlling the amount of energy reaching the desired depth for treatment in response to
the rate of movement of the spot over the skin surface.

19. The apparatus of statement 18 wherein the controller is in communication with the means for scanning;
wherein the means for scanning scans the spot at a scanning rate, and
wherein the controller adjusts the scanning rate in response to the rate of movement of the spot over the skin surface
in real time.

20. The apparatus of statement 18 wherein the controller is in communication with the source of energy and adjusts
the intensity of the energy reaching the skin in response to the rate of movement of the spot over the skin surface
in real time.

21. The apparatus of statement 18 further comprising an indicator in communication with the means for measuring
the rate of movement of the spot over the skin surface, wherein the indicator indicates when the rate of movement
of the spot over the skin surface is outside a predetermined range.

22. The apparatus of statement 21 wherein the indicator is selected from a group consisting of an audible warning,
a visual warning and a tactile warning.

23. The apparatus of statement 15 further comprising an interlock in communication with the source of energy, to
prevent energy from the source from exiting the apparatus unless apparatus is positioned to irradiate only the skin.

24. The apparatus of statement 23 wherein the interlock comprises a skin contact portion.

25. The apparatus of statement 15 further comprising a photosensitive window through which the energy passes
to impinge upon the skin;
wherein said photosensitive window indicates indicate when the window should be replaced.

26. The apparatus of statement 15 further comprising a surface traversing means in communication with a housing
surrounding a portion of the source, the surface traversing means adapted for indicating traversal of specific surface
portions.

27. The apparatus of statement 26 wherein the surface traversing apparatus is a plate having an edge positioned
adjacent to an output window in optical communication with the source.

28. The apparatus of statement 27 wherein the edge is sized to substantially equal a scan line length projected from
the source.

29. A method for the treatment of a region of skin comprising:

generating a small spot size of energy impinging on the skin to provide a desired amount of energy to a desired
depth for treatment of the region of skin;

scanning the small spot over the region of skin to be treated; and

moving the scanned spot over the region of skin to be treated a plurality of times.

30. The method of statement 29 further comprising the step of indicating regions of skin treatment.

31. The method of statement 30 wherein the step of indicating comprises removing a compound on the skin.



EP 2 065 008 B1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0017] These and further advantages of the invention will be easily understood by reference to the specification and
drawings in which:
[0018] Fig. 1 is a schematic diagram of the relationship between spot size and penetration depth for illumination on
human skin;
[0019] Fig. 2 shows the decrease of fluence rate with depth along the beam axis for 1-mm beam;
[0020] Fig. 3 is a graph of the relative power of narrow beam plotted against depth showing the relative power of a
small beam compared to a wide beam having the same fluence;
[0021] Figs. 4 (a-d) are graphs of the relative fluence generated by a one mm beam passing through skin to different
depths;
[0022] Fig. 5 is a graph showing the relationship between spot diameter and treatment depth;
[0023] Fig. 6 is a schematic diagram of non-continuous treatment over an area of skin;
[0024] Fig. 7 is a schematic diagram of continuous treatment of an area of skin;
[0025] Fig. 8 is a graph depicting the dependence of fluence on depth for the surface beam diameter of 1 mm;
[0026] Fig. 9 is a graph depicting the distribution of the highest temperature along the dark hair shaft produced by a
moving narrow beam;
[0027] Fig. 10 is an embodiment of a treatment device constructed in accordance with the invention and using a
galvanometric mirror for the scanning device;
[0028] Fig. 11 is an embodiment of a contact device as constructed in accordance with the present invention;
[0029] Fig. 12 is another embodiment of a scanning device using a moving optical fiber;
[0030] Fig. 12a is yet another embodiment of a scanning device using rotating wedges;
[0031] Fig. 13 is yet another embodiment of a scanning device using a cam;
[0032] Fig. 14 is still yet another embodiment of a scanning device using a rotating polygon;
[0033] Fig. 14a is a ray diagram of a paraxial model of an embodiment of the polygon-based scanner of Fig. 14;
[0034] Fig. 14b is a schematic diagram of an embodiment of the polygon of Fig. 14 showing the various geometric
features;
[0035] Fig. 14c is a schematic diagram of the scanning geometry of an embodiment of the polygon of Fig. 14;
[0036] Fig. 14d is a portion of the diagram of Fig. 14a;
[0037] Fig. 15 is a diagram which depicts an area treated by a combination of scanning and manual movement of an
embodiment of the device of the invention;
[0038] Figs. 16 (a-c) are block diagrams of various embodiments of a treatment device with velocity sensing and
adjustment of laser power;
[0039] Fig. 17 is a graph showing the movement of the scanning spot with time as produced by the embodiments
depicted in Figs. 10, 12, 12a, 13;
[0040] Fig. 18 8 is a graph of the reduction in laser power possible as the speed of use differs from the optimal speed.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

[0041] The theory of light diffusion in scattering media is used to determine the amount of fluence needed to have a
cosmetic effect on the skin. In the near IR spectral region the absorption coefficient for skin is Pa=0.02 mm-1. This
coefficient gives the number of events of absorption for an average photon traveling along a 1- mm path. The reduced
scattering coefficient for skin is P’s=1.6 mm-1. This coefficient determines the number of events of photon isotropic
scattering on the same path. Thus the possibility of a photon scattering is ∼2 orders of magnitude higher than for its
absorption. That is why the light propagation in skin is described by diffusion equation rather than by regular wave theory.
[0042] Referring to Fig. 1, two laser beams of equivalent power density or irradiance are seen in cross section pene-
trating a skin region with a hair follicle shown for scale. The first beam 10 is narrow and as a result its power will diffuse
into the skin near to the surface forming a pattern roughly as outlined. The drawn contours 11 correspond to the fluence
rate levels (W/cm2) of 1.0, 0.3, 0.1, 0.03, and 0.001 times the surface radiance. The contours 13 of the larger beam 12
correspond to fluence rate levels of 1.0 and 0.3 times the surface radiance. The larger beam 12 clearly shows that at
predetermined depth it is able to deliver power close to the original power, while the narrow beam 10 shows that at the
same predetermined depth its delivered power is a fraction of its original power. Generally to achieve a cosmetic result,
such as a short-term hair growth, the predetermined depth is 1-6 mm below the surface and the delivered fluence at 1-6
mm below the surface is 0.1-10J/cm2. Fig. 2 shows the rapid decrease of fluence with depth along the beam axis of a
one mm beam.
[0043] But if the total power of both beams that is required to provide the same fluence at the desired depth is
considered, the advantage of narrow beam will be seen. As known from light diffusion theory, the fluence Φ1 far from
the surface is described by the equation: 
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where z is the depth and P1 is the power of light source. Referring again to Fig. 2, the fluence from a one mm beam has
an exponential behavior at a depth of more than one mm, therefore showing that the behavior of the beam can be
described by equation (1). The surface fluence rate provided by the broad beam can be expressed as: 

where P2 is total power delivered by the beam, and R is the radius of the broad beam.
If the right parts of equations (1) and (2) are equated, how much power is required by a large beam versus a small beam
to achieve the same fluence at a desired depth can be determined. The ratio of P1/P2 is then given by: 

Equation (3) describes the fraction of broad beam power that a narrow beam must have to deliver the same fluence to
the depth z as is delivered by a large beam of radius R. Fig. 3 illustrates a plot of this equation for R=5 mm (beam
diameter 10 mm), and P’s=1.6 mm-1, Pa=0.02 mm-1 corresponding to human dermis.
[0044] Fig, 3 demonstrates that for all depths within the range of interest the power of narrow beam is much less than
that required for 10 mm beam. The power required to deliver specific fluence to the mean depth of 3 mm is next calculated
using a fluence level of 1.5 J/cm2. It is determined that for a broad beam to deliver 1.5 J/cm2 to the target, the original
beam should also be 1.5J/cm2 since little power is lost at the relevant depths. If the beam has a diameter of 10mm then
the total area of the beam is 78.5 mm2 and the total delivered energy is 1.18 J. If the pulse duration (length of time the
target is directly illuminated) is equal to 30 ms (a fairly standard pulse duration as known in the art), then the output
power of the broad beam device must be 39W. From equation (3) and Fig. 3, the same fluence will be delivered to a
three mm depth by narrow beam using only 6.8 W of power. Thus the narrower beam requires that less power be
developed for the same effect.
[0045] It is known in the art that laser diodes are a good way to develop laser beams for such dermatological treatments.
It is also known that diode lasers have a limited power output per chip, and to develop high power so called "diode laser
bars" are utilized. These laser bars are a sequence of many diode lasers which then use optics to combine the numerous
output beams into a single more powerful beam. With present technology a single laser diode chip may only be able to
produce up to 7 or so Watts of power. If more power is needed then the cost of producing such device will grow dramatically
due to the optics needed to combine the beams; the added cost for producing a bar rather than a single chip; and the
larger power supply needed to power such a system.
[0046] By discovering that certain effects such as short term hair growth modulation are actually possible at low
fluences, and by determining the actual behavior of light as it diffuses in skin, the current invention discloses a method
and apparatus to cause a cosmetically valuable result such as the retardation of hair growth with very low power. A
device capable of employing this method could be produced very inexpensively and can also be manufactured in con-
sumer quantities. Furthermore, because the invention describes a low fluence method only a single laser diode is needed
and hence the total cost of the device is further reduced because the optics for beam shaping is simplified by using a
laser diode chip that is a "point" light source. This single low power laser device also simplifies the electronics and
mechanical requirements by lowering the power needed and eliminating many optical stages for collimation and shaping.
[0047] The current invention also takes advantage of a further innovation in which the small beam is moved across
the skin to treat large areas. In the prior art the high power small beams were held in position over a precise target such
as a single hair by an apparatus. In some cases, an actual optical fiber was introduced into the follicle to deliver the
treatment beam. By moving the beam across the skin and harnessing the diffusive behavior of the light in scattering
media the operator can now treat large areas rapidly.
[0048] Referring to Fig. 1 again, in the case of the narrow beam 10, the model shows that the actual diameter of the
treatment area below the skin surface is much larger than the diameter of the original beam. This is not so in the case
of the wide beam 12. This conclusion is confirmed by a calculation of the fluence distribution at different depths, which
are generated by narrow beam. Figs. 4 (a-d) show the fluence profile produced by 1-mm beam at the depths: 0, 1, 3, 5
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mm. In this figure, all curves are normalized to the axial fluence at the same depth. The absolute values of axial fluence
are depicted in Fig. 2. The diameter of illuminated spot at each depth can be determined as Full Width at Half Maximum
(FWHM) of the curve. Fig. 5 shows the continuous dependence of spot diameter on the depth for 1-mm beam.
[0049] By utilizing the behavior of the beam as it penetrates the skin, the present invention is able to function in such
a way as to separate the concepts of direct illumination and treatment area. In other words, the present invention utilizes
the new discovery that when using a small spot, the treatment area is substantially larger than the illuminated beam
diameter on the surface. Referring now to Fig. 6, a plan view of a treatment area is shown that takes advantage of the
fact that a larger area is treated at the desired depth than is directly illuminated on the surface. Using a non-continuous
movement across the skin surface, this fact enables treating a continuous area while only directly illuminating a fraction
of the total area. Also, by using the method of continuous movement across the skin, it is possible to reduce the time
needed for treatment by increasing the rate of movement and decreasing the time of direct illumination while still achieving
good efficacy. It is easily understood that it is advantageous to reduce the time needed for direct illumination, while
covering large areas quickly. The time between pulses may be selected to allow the skin to cool so as not to damage
areas of the skin not under treatment (for example areas adjacent the hair follicle being removed).
[0050] A further aspect of the invention is the continuous movement of the beam across the surface while in CW or
continuous wave mode. Prior art systems typically use Pulse Mode (PM) for treatment in which the device fires a high
power pulse of light to treat an area. This has several disadvantages. One disadvantage is the non-linear behavior in
power output as laser systems energize and come to equilibrium. As a result, the amount of energy delivered to the
target is not constant, nor is it easily calibrated. Furthermore, in prior art systems with large diameter beams utitizing
PM, the operator physically moved the device a step at a time prior to exposing the skin to a pulse of light. This is
cumbersome, and also introduces the likely result of not treating areas completely due to human error of moving the
device in irregular steps, unlike in the present invention in which scanning of the beam occurs which automatically.
[0051] In the present invention, in either the CW case or the scanned PM case, the treatment time (TT) or the amount
of time an area is treated, can be calculated either as the length of time the beam directly illuminates a point on the
surface as it passes by, or by the amount of time the subcutaneous area is treated directly or indirectly through the
diffusive properties described above. Fig. 7 shows the treatment area using a narrow beam continuous wave laser. The
area that can be treated using this method is larger than the area covered by direct illumination. In Fig. 7 the series of
circles shows the area which can be treated over time is different from the amount of time any area of skin spends under
direct illumination. In the very first circle of treatment 20, one can easily see that some of the areas being treated have
not been illuminated directly at all.
[0052] Continuous movement of the illumination spot over the surface brings one more advantage related to the pulse
mode source. The treatment efficiency depends on the total fluence [J/cm2] delivered by the beam to the treated area,
rather than on its fluence rate [W/cm2].
[0053] When treatment is provided by a stable spot from a pulsed source, the distribution of both of these parameters
inside the treated medium is the same because the treatment area depends on the beam width. As an example, in this
case the fluence from the laser beam of I mm diameter will depend on the depth as shown in Fig. 2 above.
[0054] However, if illumination is provided by a CW source and the spot is moved across the surface, the duration of
treatment is determined by scanning speed and spot diameter. The last parameter grows with the depth because of light
diffusion. Therefore, the treatment duration increases with depth in the same manner as the spot diameter. As fluence
is the product of the fluence rate and the pulse width, it decreases slowly with the depth compared to the fluence rate.
[0055] Fig. 8 shows the dependence of fluence on depth for the surface beam diameter of 1 mm. The curve is calculated
as a product of functions shown in Fig. 2 and Fig. 5. From a comparison of Figs. 2 and 8 it is seen that fluence is
decreased by 10 times at the 5 mm depth, while fluence rate drops almost to 1% of the surface amount at the same
depth. Therefore, the amount of fluence delivered to the 5-mm depth from moving CW beam is higher by almost 10
times than from the stable pulsed beam, if surface fluence is the same in both cases.
[0056] A further aspect of the invention is that, unlike what is described in the prior art intense treatment of the base
of the hair follicle, or the papilla, may not be needed to gain a cosmetic result. The current invention is based on the
discovery that treating the upper and mid-portion of the follicle may be sufficient to cause hair growth modulation. Fig.
9 illustrates the distribution of temperature along the dark hair shaft, which is produced by 1.5W beam with 1-mm of
surface spot diameter moving with the speed of 100 mm/sec. From this graph it is seen that the upper portions of the
hair are brought to a higher temperature. The temperature of portions of the hair located deeper than 3 mm is below
42°C. This keeps those portions from being severely damaged. The hair bulb is generally positioned deeper than 3 mm
from the skin surface.
[0057] It should be noted that for broad beams the depth discrimination is achieved using shorter wavelengths only.
This is because the penetration depth of light is strongly decreased with shortening wavelengths because of scattering
and absorption. This is different with the use of a narrow beam where penetration is controlled by the geometry of
illumination rather than the wavelength of light.
[0058] Referring to Fig. 10, to implement this method of hair growth modulation, a hand-held optical head 22 containing
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a laser 34 and an optical system which distributes laser beam over a diameter of about 1 mm on the output window 26
may be used. The window 26 is placed in direct contact with skin. To provide the short treatment duration, the laser
either works in continuous wave (CW) mode with simultaneous movement of the focused spot or in pulse mode (PM).
[0059] The speed of movement (V) of the spot over the treatment area for CW mode is determined by the desired
amount of pulse width (τ) and the diameter of treated area (D) : 

[0060] When diameter of directly illuminated spot (d) is small, the diameter of treated area is larger because of light
diffusion, as shown in Figs. 4-7. For d = 1 mm, the factor of increase K is between 1 and 4 depending on treatment
depth. The exact amount of factor K for any depth is shown in FIG. 5. Therefore, to provide the common pulse width
(τ=30 ms), the optical head should be moved with the speed: 

within the range (33∼133) mm/sec. The speed for other pulse widths (τ) is determined by equation (5).
[0061] In one embodiment of the present invention, the window 26 of the apparatus incorporates a replaceable trans-
parent contact device 28 (Fig. 11) that is able to perform multiple functions. In one embodiment the replaceable contact
device is in the form of a flat plastic (or other suitable material) covering that protects the apparatus from contaminants
such as skin oils, dander, cosmetics, or other undesirable materials. Additionally since the preferred means of operation
calls for the apparatus to be drawn across the skin repeatedly, the hair shafts as well as the skin itself will cause abrasions
to the contract device which will impair the transmission of the treatment radiation from passing efficiently into the
treatment area of the skin. The prior art systems tend to employ expensive abrasion resistant materials such as sapphire,
fused silica, or other rare and exotic materials in a permanently affixed output window. For reasons of efficacy it is
desirable to have the contact device remain abrasion free such that the treatment radiation is able to maintain as close
to loss-less transmission into the skin as possible.
[0062] One embodiment of the invention includes a replaceable contact device that is discarded after a predetermined
number of uses. This replaceable contact device is shown generally in Fig. 11. In another embodiment the replaceable
contact device includes areas of material that are photosensitive 30 such that after a predetermined amount of radiation
energy is absorbed by these elements, the color or visible characteristics are modified to be an indicator to the operator
that the contact device should be replaced. In yet another embodiment a sensor in the apparatus monitors the amount
of treatment radiation that has been transmitted through the contact device since it has been installed and causes an
indicator to indicate to the operator when the replaceable contact device should be replaced to maintain proper efficacy.
[0063] In still yet another aspect of the invention the sensor is mounted in the apparatus and the replaceable contact
device is configured to enable the sensor to pass through the window to make contact with the skin proximal to the
treatment area. If the sensor is not mechanical, but is optical or other means not requiring contact with the skin proximal
to the treatment area, the window is properly shaped to enable the correct configuration of the sensing field to be passed
through into the proximity of the treatment region. In still yet another embodiment the sensor is a part of a circuit that
detects if the sensor is not in close proximity to the skin and if not, turns off power to the light source. This interlock
reduces the likelihood of eye damage by preventing the beam from forming if the skin is not in a position to absorb the
light radiation.
[0064] In a preferable embodiment, the laser spot is linearly moved back and forth across the output window of the
device by a scanning system incorporated in the optical head. The amount of scanning speed is selected in accordance
to the equation (5). Movement of the device in a direction perpendicular to this periodic scanning direction is performed
manually.
[0065] In general, the methods for optical beam deflection which can be utilized in the invention to provide one-
dimensional scanning of the output spot can be divided generally into five classes: light reflection from periodically moved
surfaces; light refraction by periodically moved transparent bodies; periodic movement of the light source; light diffraction
by ultrasound waves and light refraction in crystals controlled by varying electric field. Some embodiments utilizing some
of these classes of scanning systems are described below. In particular Figs. 10, 13, and 14 are embodiments of reflective
systems; Fig. 12 is an embodiment of a system involving periodic movement of the light source; while Fig. 12a is an
embodiment of a refractive system.
[0066] Referring again to Fig. 10, a scanner based on an oscillating mirror controlled by a galvanometric system is
shown. A power source 32 supplies current to a laser 34, which delivers the laser light to the hand-held optical head 22
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by means of an optical fiber 36. Light from the fiber 36 is expanded by an optical lens system 38 to the desired diameter
and projected to an output window 26 after being reflected by an oscillating mirror 24. The oscillating mirror is moved
by a galvanometer 40 under the control of a control system 42. The output window 26 can be made as a cylindrical
plano-concave lens to serve as a field flattener.
[0067] In one embodiment the power supply 32 draws its power from an electric outlet. In another embodiment, the
handheld device 22 includes batteries. It is well known that the power requirements of today’s laser output devices such
as diode or solid state lasers are beyond the limits of off the-shelf standard battery types. In one embodiment the present
invention is designed for use with specially adapted, high-output batteries employing technology such as Ni Cd which
are possible to develop to discharge their entire power supply in a short period of time with high output power. In one
embodiment of the present invention, the apparatus is calibrated to use a fast discharge, replaceable battery component
that the operator can easily remove and replace or recharge. The apparatus disclosed here also contains a monitoring
means for tracking the level of power in the battery unit to ensure that enough power is available to provide a therapeutic
radiation level. This monitoring means will also be configured to read information stored in the battery to ensure that it
is the proper type so as to avoid powering the apparatus with an unsuitable battery that may cause damage to the device.
By providing a microcontroller or other suitable logic that is able to monitor the identity and parameters of the high output
battery supply the operator can be assured of proper operation and satisfactory results.
[0068] In another embodiment the battery is fitted with specifically shaped contact points and an overall shape such
that only properly designed or "authorized" batteries can be fitted into the apparatus. Due to the complicated internal
workings of the small field radiation device it is critical that the device only be fitted with conforming power source such
that the correct amount of output radiation can be expected. It is well known that the output power of diode type laser
chips, such as those disclosed for use in the apparatus of the invention, have output power in proportion to the input
power. It is clear that a battery source having too high an output could cause burns in the skin region of the user.
[0069] Fig. 12 shows an embodiment of the handheld device and the scanning system with minimal optics. In this
embodiment the laser light is again delivered by an optical fiber 36 whose tip is mechanically moved back and forth
(arrow A) across the output window 26 by an actuator (not shown). As the light diverges from the end of the fiber, the
desired spot size is formed. In one embodiment the actuator is the same as is used in computer disk drives.
[0070] Fig. 12a shows an embodiment of beam scanning provided by two similar transparent 50, 50’ wedges rotating
with the same speed in the opposite directions. The laser beam is collimated by lens 54 and passes sequentially through
two wedges, which deflect it by a changing angle as the wedges rotate. An objective lens 56 transforms the varying
incident angles into the different positions of the focused spot on the output window 26.
[0071] Fig. 13 shows another embodiment of the scanner based on a rotating cam 60; a non-round cylinder eccentrically
positioned on the motor axis. The cam 60 mechanism provides the conversion of uniform motor rotation into angular
reciprocation of mirror 62. The scanning of the laser beam 63 is achieved by its reflection from the oscillating mirror 62.
The angular movement of rocker 64 is determined by the cam 60 profile and its rotational speed because cam 60 and
rocker 64 are in permanent contact provided by roller and spring. Mirror 62 is connected to rocker 64 and has a common
rotational axis. The angular mirror position depends on the rotational angle of cam 60. The working range is limited by
linear part of the curve when the output angle of light reflected from the mirror is uniformly increased with angular motor
position (and correspondingly, with time). After the end of each working cycle, the mirror is quickly returned to the initial
position. This is necessary to provide unidirectional beam scanning. The ratio of working range angle to the full rotation
angle of 360° gives the amount of duty cycle. It should be noted that it is possible to provide a scanning mechanism
which permits the beam to be scanned in both directions.
[0072] Fig. 14 shows another embodiment of the scanner based on the beam reflection from the rotating polygon 70.
The polygon 70 can be a prism having a mirrored surface. This is a compact design, which in addition to being compact,
is free from mechanical vibrations produced by other presented embodiments. Polygon-based scanning systems are
broadly used in imaging optical devices, such as laser printers. They are generally designed to solve the problem of
focusing a scanning beam within extremely small spot size of a few microns. The task of the present invention is to
position a spot which is about 1 mm in diameter. For this reason, the design principles of the present invention differ
significantly from those usually encountered in optical imaging devices.
[0073] In more detail, the characteristics of a polygon-based embodiment may be derived from some general input
parameters. Referring to Figs. 14a-d, in each figure (NA) is the numerical aperture of fiber; (M) is the linear magnification;
D is the polygon diameter; α = 360°/n which is the angle between neighboring faces of polygon (where n is the number
of faces); y is the angle of light incidence to the polygon face in the perpendicular plane to the rotational axis for the
middle point of the scanning line; L is the scanning length; d is the output spot diameter and C is the duty cycle for the
spot scanning.
[0074] Fig. 14A shows the paraxial optical model of the polygon based scanner. Laser light is delivered into system
by fiber 36, which tip is imaged with magnification (M) onto the plane of output window 26 within the spot diameter (d).
The objective is described by two cardinal planes. The chief and marginal rays are shown for central and edge points
of fiber tip. As chief rays are parallel to the optical axis, the pupil is positioned in the back focal plane of objective. (d1)
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is the beam diameter at the polygon face.
[0075] Fig. 14b shows the polygon geometry that allows derivation of the following:

The facet length is given by the equation: 

[0076] Duty cycle (C) is defined as the useful fraction of the scanning period when the laser beam is completely
reflected by the polygon face without truncation by its edge: 

The scanning angle (β) is given by: 

The beam diameter (d1) at the polygon face is derived from equations 6 and 7: 

[0077] Referring also to Fig. 14c, additional parameters can be derived, such as the scanning radius (S), which is
given by: 

[0078] As polygon is not round, the distance between polygon and image surface is different for the central and border
points of the facet. That is, the distance for the facet edge is longer by ∆S. The change of polygon radius is given by: 

[0079] Thus the increase of the scanning radius is given by: 

[0080] The sag of the focal surface is twice the depth of focus (DOF): 

[0081] Thus the change of distance along the beam, which should be within the allowable defocus, is given by: 
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Fig. 14d is a detailed fragment of Fig. 14a. This is used to determine the required focal length (F) of the scanner. From
similarity of the shaded triangles: 

Evaluating F: 

[0082] The rotational speed of polygon (v) is determined by linear scanning speed of spot V derived from equation (5): 

[0083] With each of the scanning embodiments described above, a strip of treated area at a desired depth is produced
during each scan duration. The width of strip at the surface is equal to the spot diameter but increases with depth. As
necessary, the same area may be treated over multiple passes to produce the desired degree of hair damage to modulate
growth. The optimal manual speed should provide the shift of the strip by its width during the scan period. The scanning
speed (V) is directed along the output window of the scanning head. The manual speed (Vm) is perpendicular to (V).
From Fig. 15, it is seen that the scanning line is tilted to the direction of output window at angle determined by equation: 

When the manual speed is optimal, the strip is shifted by its width (D) for the scanning period (T): 

Scanning length (L) can be expressed as: 

where (C) is the useful fraction of scanning period, the duty cycle, of scanning. From the last three equations (Vm) is
derived as: 

Substituting (V) from equation (5) into the last equation, the formula for the optimal amount of manual scanning speed
is determined by: 
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[0084] The actual manual speed provided by operator is measured with movement sensor incorporated into the
scanning head. The preferred design of this sensor is made similar to optical mouse and contains an illumination source
such as an LED or diode laser, a detector, and a processor with an embedded algorithm for the speed calculation. When
actual manual speed is higher than optimal one, the treatment area will contain untreated strips. If the scanning speed
is not changed, this situation cannot be corrected by power adjustment and should be avoided. In one embodiment the
device notifies the operator that manual speed must be reduced by generating a visual, audible or tactile warning signal.
[0085] Referring to Fig. 16a, a block diagram of a system is shown that can detect the motion of the head across the
skin. In each embodiment the power supply 32 generates the working current for the laser 34. The power to the laser
34 is controlled by a controller 78. The treatment device contains the movement sensor such as is used in an optical
computer mouse. The small area of skin, which is not currently under the laser treatment, is illuminated by a light source
82. An image of this area is detected by image detector 80. Preferably, the spectral range of light source 82 and spectral
sensitivity of image detector 80 should be different than the wavelength of the treatment laser 34. Otherwise, the image
detected by 80 is distorted by the scattered and reflected light from laser 34. A light-emitting diode (LED) or low-power
laser diode (LD) is used as a light source 82. The image detector 80 is made as a small two-dimensional CCD or CMOS
array. The size of the array is large enough to generate the image pattern of skin, which is specific for each position of
sensor. The period between sequential images is set to be smaller than the shortest time required for illuminated area
to shift by its size over the skin.
[0086] A velocimeter 84 measures the speed of manual movement using a pattern recognition algorithm and the image
frame period. It also compares the measured velocity with given amount of optimal manual speed. If the measured speed
is higher than the optimal speed, the warning generator 86 is activated or the power/scan rate is adjusted. The warning
generator 86 is implemented as a blinking LED and/or a beeper to let the operator know that manual speed should be
reduced. If the measured speed is lower than the optimal one, the velocimeter 84 provides the ratio of the measured to
the optimal speed to the controller 78. The controller 78 varies the power to provide the change of laser output power
according to the equation (24) or (28) as shown below.
[0087] For embodiments other than polygon-based one, additional power adjustment should be provided. In these
cases, such as when the spot scanning achieved by an oscillating mirror movement as depicted in Figs. 10 and 13. In
these cases, the movement of the beam is shown generally in Fig. 17. The working range within the period (T) is limited
by linear part of the curve when the spot displacement is uniformly increased with time. After the end of each working
cycle, the spot is quickly returned to the initial position. This is necessary to provide for unidirectional beam scanning,
which provides the continuous coverage of the treated area as shown in Fig. 17. The ratio of working range to the full
period (T) gives the amount of duty cycle (C).
[0088] Near the turning points 90, 90’ of the oscillation, the scanning speed of the spot is low. If the power delivered
with spot is kept the same as during the fast phase of scanning, the skin at these points will be overheated. To avoid
this, the power during the idle part of the period (1-C)T is reduced or can be turned off. This type of power adjustment
will be called "cyclic," as opposed to the "corrective" adjustment described above. Cyclic power adjustment is not needed
for the polygon-based scanning system because the spot speed is not varied in this case.
[0089] Fig. 16b shows the block diagram of the laser power adjustment for embodiments than polygon-based one.
The current controller 78 is affected by signals from a scanner position sensor 94, in addition to those from velocimeter
84 as in Fig. 16a. Referring to the described above embodiments, the sensor measures the angular position of moving
elements in designs of Fig. 10, or 13, or linear position of the fiber tip in design of Fig. 12. At the pre-determined positions,
it gives the signals to controller for the reduction (or turning off) of the laser current and for its resuming.
[0090] In order to provide operator some range of manual speed, the movement with lower speed can be corrected
by adjustment of laser power. In this case, each point of the treated area will receive multiple pulses of the same width.
The number of pulses N is equal to the ratio between optimal and actual manual speed: 

[0091] The power should be adjusted so that the total target modification after delivery ofN pulses is the same as from
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the single pulse. The power decrease depends upon whether the device is used to produce photochemical effects or
thermal effects.
[0092] For photochemical reactions, such as production of active oxygen forms during photodynamic therapy (PDT),
the number of transformed molecules is directly proportional to the number of absorbed photons. Therefore, the power
should be adjusted in reverse proportion to the pulse number N. That is, the power should be adjusted, in direct proportion
to the actual manual speed: 

[0093] The mechanism of photothermal reaction (selective photothermolysis) is more complicated. In this case, the
light energy is used to heat the target and therefore accelerate the chemical reaction rate. As the target does not usually
contain a light absorbing substance, the light first heats some distant object that contains high concentration of absorbing
chromophore. The heat diffuses from the absorber to the surrounding tissues so the target temperature does not increase
instantly with illumination but after the delay (τ0) called thermal relaxation time. The amount of (τ0) is proportional to the
square of distance between absorber and target. The target selectivity is achieved by selection of light pulse duration
(r) approximately equal to (τ0). If (τ< τ0), the target temperature is not increased enough to accelerate the chemical
reaction. At the terminal end of light pulse, only the regions that are closer to the absorber are heated. If (τ> τ0), the heat
diffuses too far from the absorber and may cause chemical modifications in surrounding tissues, not only in target. For
the permanent hair removal, the hair shaft containing the highly absorptive chromophore, melanin, serves as an absorber,
and hair bulb is considered target. The commonly used pulse width of 30 msec is roughly equal to the thermal relaxation
time of hair bulb. In addition to the pulse width, the peak power should be also selected to provide enough target heating.
[0094] For thermally activated reactions, the reaction rate k is determined by Arrhenius law: 

 where (∆E) is reaction activation energy, (A) is reaction rate at infinite temperature, and (RT) is thermal energy proportional
to absolute temperature (T). Considering the number of transformed molecules the same for single and (N) pulses of
the same duration, the connection between temperature (T1) under optimal power and (T2) under reduced power should
be the following: 

[0095] The heating of the target is proportional to the laser power, because pulse duration is kept the same: 

[0096] Here T0 = 310K is human body temperature. From the last two equations, one can receive the equation for the
power adjustment: 

Adjusted power in equation (28) depends logarithmically on Vm, which is not as strong as the dependence on Vm as
given by equation (24). Therefore, only minor power adjustment is expected for thermally activated reactions.
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[0097] Fig. 18 shows the decrease in power that can be used when the speed deviates from the optimal speed. The
graph I refers to photothermal reaction and is based on equation (28). The values of the equation parameters used are
reported in the literature: ∆E= 327 kJ/mol for bulk skin damage, and T1= 50°C as a threshold temperature for reduction
of enzyme activity. The graph 2 corresponds to photochemical reactions, in accordance to equation (24).
[0098] Referring again to Figures 16a, 16b, the current controller 78 provides the corrective power adjustment according
to the equations (24) or (28) based on the signals from velocimeter 84. The set of input parameters: Vm

0pt, selection
between equations (24) and (28), ∆E, and T1 can be entered by the operator using a key digit pad separately or can be
switched between the sets, which are generated for different tasks and saved in the device memory.
[0099] A more advanced way of corrective power adjustment can be achieved with simultaneous adjustment of scan-
ning speed. Referring to equation (21) and Fig. 15, when scanning speed V varies in direct proportion to changing Vm
the treatment strips do not overlap each other and optimal treatment conditions are kept. In this case, there are no
multiple pulses received by target but pulse duration is changed in the reversed proportion to the scanning speed. Under
this condition, the photothermolysis produces the same amount of transformed molecules if the total delivered fluence
is kept approximately constant. That means the power adjustment with simultaneous correction of scanning speed is
described by equation (24) for both photothermal and photochemical reactions. But adjustment range for photothermolysis
is limited at both extremes. Too low manual and scanning speeds should be avoided because the amount of pulse width
(τ) (see equation (5)) may become much more than thermal relaxation time (τ0) that is far from optimal conditions. Too
high a manual speed would require according to equation (24) the output power higher than maximal value provided by
the used laser. The operator is warned about using an out-of-range manual speed to avoid these conditions.
[0100] Fig. 16c shows the block diagram of the device with adjustment of both laser power and scanning speed.
Velocimeter 84 affects current controller 78 in two ways. The first is the same as in Fig. 16a and 16b: the current is
corrected to provide the satisfaction of equation (24) based on the data about the measured manual speed. In addition
to corrective adjustment, the velocimeter 84 affects cyclic adjustment through a scanner controller 98, which varies the
scanning speed in direct proportion to the manual one, and scanner position sensor 94. Again, the warning generator
86 is activated when manual speed is either too low or too high.
[0101] Occasionally the operator will manually pass the same area multiple times. This will not result in any problem
with overdosing the treatment area but at the same time, there will be no added advantage compared to a single pass.
The treatment effect from multiple pulses is considered above and described by equation (25), where the ratio Vm

opt/
Vm should be replaced with number of passes (N). One can see from Fig. 18 (curve 1) that the laser power can be kept
almost the same until N <10 (Vm/ Vm

opt > 0.1).
[0102] As multiple passes do not bring significant advantages but extend the treatment time, they preferably should
be avoided. To provide this, some clearly visible substance can be applied to the part of the skin surface to be treated.
Such substance can be for example foam similar to shaving cream, or colorized indicator liquid. The mentioned substance
should not strongly absorb the treatment light. In this case, the scanning head is equipped with the surface cleaning
means such as a plate with a blunt edge positioned perpendicular to the skin surface in front of output window. The
length of this plate is equal to the length of the scanning line of the laser spot. During the manual movement of the
scanning head, the cleaning means removes the covering substance from the treated part of the skin surface allowing
operator to distinguish the treated from untreated parts. In one embodiment, the cleaning means does not remove the
covering substance completely, but leaves a thin film on the surface. The residual film serves as a lubricant for the
manual movement of scanning head on skin.
[0103] Although the specific embodiments described above are based on lasers, the non-coherent intense pulse light
(IPL) sources can be used within the invention. The short pulse of IPL is typically provided by the discharge of a condenser
battery having high capacitance. The battery is charged between pulses. The generated light is spectrally filtered in the
desired wavelength range, and focused with reflective and refractive optics on the output window within a small spot.
The following behavior of IPL light inside the skin does not differ from the diffusion of laser light, and can be used in all
described embodiments. The only difference is the stepwise scanning manner of IPL spot because of pulse mode.
[0104] Although the invention has been described in terms of hair removal, the device can be used to treat other
dermatological problems. Scanned small spot lasers that penetrate up to 3 mm into the skin have the potential to improve
a variety of skin conditions such as vascular lesions, pigmented lesions and a variety of other conditions including
photoaged skin and wrinkling. In the treatment of vascular lesions, absorption in hemoglobin with conversion of light to
heat energy damages the endothelial lining and causes damage to papillary dermal vessels. The result is an improvement
in facial telangiectasia, diffuse facial redness, facial flushing, as well as in the treatment of spider veins of the face and
legs. Port wine stains and hemangiomas also respond to treatment with these devices. As long as the scanned time of
the continuous wave scan spot is on the order of microseconds to milliseconds, sufficient thermal injury will be achieved
to obtain improvement in this group of vascular lesions.
[0105] Pigmented lesions also respond to the scanned small spot devices. Lentigines, sun induced epidermal pig-
mented lesions and other epidermal pigmented lesions that are present at birth or delayed birth marks such as café au
lait macules, Becker’s nevus, nevus spillus also respond. Melasma and post-inflammatory hyperpigmentation, which
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are either combined epidermal and dermal pigmented disorders or solely dermal pigmented disorders, also respond to
treatment by interrupting the dermal pigmentary process.
[0106] Photoaging presents as coarseness, roughness and sallowness of skin of skin as well as other changes including
telangiectasia, dyspigmentation. All can be improved with the scanned small spot laser and light sources. Research has
proven that a variety of different wavelengths from the short visible to the mid-infrared range stimulate new collagen
production in the papillary and mid-dermis. The absorbing chromophore that initiates this change has not yet been
determined. It appears, however, that a variety of different skin chromophores, including water, melanin pigment, and
hemoglobin all can serve as the chromophore that absorbs the light to initiate this effect. Light energy converts to heat
energy and by some yet to be determined biologic and cellular event, stimulates fibroblasts to produce new collagen.
Studies have shown that a variety of these wavelengths can induce production of new type I and type III collagen fibers.
Scanned small spot lasers and light sources also stimulate fibroblasts to produce collagen and induce, in effect, frequently
terms "photorejuvenation." This change which is hardest to show photographically is easy to measure using profilometric
measurement and also on skin biopsy. These biopsies show a Grenz zone of new collagen in the papillary dermis
replacing the photo damaged collagen, and this accounts for the improvement in coarseness of skin, roughness of skin,
skin texture. Absorption of light in vasculature and in pigmented areas accounts for the improvement of skin color, both
red and brown, and for the total photorejuvenation effect.
[0107] Although the invention has been described in terms of using light as the energy source, it is anticipated that
the energy source could also include microwaves, ultrasound and other directed sources when used with the proper
system to provide narrow beam energy to the desired treatment depth without damaging tissues not meant for treatment.
[0108] The mechanism of microwave influence is based on the induction of electrical current in media, which is finally
converted into heat. Therefore, the previous consideration about thermally activated chemical reactions can be applied
to this case.
[0109] Ultrasound is often employed for its tissue heating functionality. However, the phenomena of resonant absorp-
tion, such as used in ultrasound lithotripsy applications, can also be integrated in the embodiments disclosed herein. If
an object, such as a kidney stone, has a size that approaches the ultrasound wavelength, energy absorption can be
strong enough such that the object is destroyed by resonant waves. To produce the desirable resonance, the object
should respond to ultrasound, while the surrounding media, i.e. tissue, should remain unresponsive and undamaged.
As the chemical structure and mechanical properties of hair are quite different from surrounding soft tissues of the body,
it is reasonable to expect the resonant interaction between hair shaft and ultrasound to allow hair removal without tissue
damage. Because of the resonant nature of the interaction, this embodiment requires less power than the other direct
thermal applications.
The embodiments described above are exemplary and the inventors intend only to be limited by the scope of the claims.

Claims

1. An apparatus (22) for the treatment of skin, the apparatus (22) comprising:

a source of energy (34) for generating a spot of energy impinging on the skin to provide a desired amount of
energy to a desired depth for treatment, the spot being smaller than the spacing between adjacent hairs on the
skin;
a means for scanning (40, 50, 60, 70) the spot of energy over the surface of the skin at a scanning rate;
a scanning head (26) including the source of energy (34) and means for scanning (40, 50, 60, 70); and
a controller (78) in communication with the means for scanning (40, 50, 60, 70) and the source of energy (34),
the controller being configured to adjust the scanning rate and intensity of the spot of energy in response to a
manual movement of the scanning head.

2. The apparatus (22) of claim 1, wherein the treatment is hair removal.

3. The apparatus (22) of claim 1, wherein the scanning rate is adjusted in real time.

4. The apparatus (22) of claim 1, wherein the spot of energy generated by the source of energy (34) is pulsed at a rate
sufficient to permit the skin to cool between pulses to prevent undesirable damage.

5. The apparatus (22) of claim 1, wherein the spot of energy is generated by the source of energy (34) in a continuous
wave mode.

6. The apparatus (22) of claim 1, wherein the source of energy (34) is a diode laser.
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7. The apparatus (22) of claim 1, wherein the source of energy (34) is a flash lamp.

8. The apparatus (22) of claim 1, wherein the source of energy (34) generating the spot of energy produces a treatment
area at the desired depth larger than the area of the spot of energy at the surface of the skin.

9. The apparatus (22) of claim 1, further comprising an interlock preventing generation of the spot of energy unless
the apparatus (22) is in contact with the skin.

Patentansprüche

1. Vorrichtung (22) für die Behandlung von Haut, wobei die Vorrichtung (22) enthält:

eine Energiequelle (34) zum Erzeugen eines Auftreffflecks der Energie, die auf die Haut auftrifft, um eine
gewünschte Energiemenge bis zu einer gewünschten Behandlungstiefe bereitzustellen, wobei der Auftrefffleck
kleiner ist als der Abstand zwischen benachbarten Haaren auf der Haut;
ein Mittel zum Abtasten (40, 50, 60, 70) des Energieauftreffflecks über der Oberfläche der Haut mit einer
Abtastrate;
einen Abtastkopf (26), der eine Energiequelle (34) und Abtastmittel (40, 50, 60, 70) enthält; und
eine Steuereinheit (78), die mit den Abtastmitteln (40, 50, 60, 70) und mit der Energiequelle (34) kommuniziert,
wobei die Steuereinheit konfiguriert ist, um die Abtastrate und die Stärke des Energieauftreffflecks in Reaktion
auf eine manuelle Bewegung des Abtastkopfes einzustellen.

2. Vorrichtung (22) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Behandlung eine Haarentfernung ist.

3. Vorrichtung (22) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Abtastrate in Echtzeit eingestellt wird.

4. Vorrichtung (22) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der durch die Energiequelle (34) erzeugte Energieauftrefffleck mit einer
Rate gepulst wird, die ausreicht, um der Haut zu ermöglichen, zwischen Impulsen abzukühlen, um eine unerwünschte
Beschädigung zu verhindern.

5. Vorrichtung (22) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Energieauftrefffleck durch die Energiequelle (34) in einem Dauer-
strichbetrieb erzeugt wird.

6. Vorrichtung (22) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Energiequelle (34) ein Diodenlaser ist.

7. Vorrichtung (22) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Energiequelle (34) eine Blitzlampe ist.

8. Vorrichtung (22) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Energiequelle (34), die den Energieauftrefffleck erzeugt, einen Be-
handlungsbereich bei der gewünschten Tiefe erzeugt, der größer ist als der Bereich des Energieauftreffflecks auf
der Oberfläche der Haut.

9. Vorrichtung (22) nach Anspruch 1, die ferner eine Verriegelung enthält, die die Erzeugung des Energieauftreffflecks
verhindert, solange die Vorrichtung (22) nicht mit der Haut in Kontakt ist.

Revendications

1. Dispositif (22) pour le traitement de la peau, le dispositif (22) comprenant :

une source d’énergie (34) pour générer un spot d’énergie frappant la peau pour fournir une quantité d’énergie
souhaitée à une profondeur souhaitée pour un traitement, le spot étant plus petit que l’espace entre des poils
adjacents de la peau ;
un moyen de balayage (40, 50, 60, 70) du spot d’énergie sur la surface de la peau à une vitesse de balayage ;
une tête de balayage (26) comportant la source d’énergie (34) et le moyen de balayage (40, 50, 60, 70) ; et
un contrôleur (78) en communication avec le moyen de balayage (40, 50, 60, 70) et la source d’énergie (34),
le contrôleur étant configuré pour ajuster la vitesse de balayage et l’intensité du spot d’énergie en réponse à
un mouvement manuel de la tête de balayage.
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2. Le dispositif (22) de la revendication 1, dans lequel le traitement concerne l’élimination de poils.

3. Le dispositif (22) de la revendication 1, dans lequel la vitesse de balayage est réglée en temps réel.

4. Le dispositif (22) de la revendication 1, dans lequel le spot d’énergie généré par la source d’énergie (34) est pulsé
à un rythme suffisant pour permettre à la peau de se refroidir entre les impulsions pour éviter des dommages
indésirables.

5. Le dispositif (22) de la revendication 1, dans lequel le spot d’énergie est généré par la source d’énergie (34) en
mode d’onde continu.

6. Le dispositif (22) de la revendication 1, dans lequel la source d’énergie (34) est un laser à diode.

7. Le dispositif (22) de la revendication 1, dans lequel la source d’énergie (34) est une lampe flash.

8. Le dispositif (22) de la revendication 1, dans lequel la source d’énergie (34) générant le spot d’énergie produit une
surface de traitement à la profondeur souhaitée plus étendue que la surface du spot d’énergie à la surface de la peau.

9. Le dispositif (22) de la revendication 1, comprenant de plus un verrouillage empêchant la génération du spot d’énergie
sauf lorsque le dispositif (22) est en contact avec la peau.
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