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(54) Catheter assembly with replaceable components

(57) A catheter assembly includes a catheter, a col-
lar, and an extension tube assembly. The catheter in-
cludes a leading end portion and a trailing end portion.
The collar is supported on the trailing end portion of the
catheter. The extension tube assembly includes a first
section and a second section, each section independent
of the other section and including a substantially rigid
body portion and a compressible extension tube portion.
The body portion of each of the first and second sections
is independently engageable with the trailing end portion
of the catheter. The collar is configured to engage the
first and second sections of the extension tube assembly
to secure the extension tube assembly to the trailing end
portion of the catheter.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure generally relates to
catheter assemblies, and more particularly, to a catheter
assembly with replaceable components.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Catheters are flexible medical instruments
which facilitate the withdrawal and introduction of fluids
from and to body cavities, ducts, and vessels. Catheters
may have particular application in a hemodialysis proce-
dure where blood is withdrawn from a blood vessel for
treatment, and subsequently returned to the blood vessel
for circulation. Known hemodialysis catheter assemblies
include multiple lumen catheters, such as dual lumen or
triple-lumen catheters, which permit bi-directional fluid
flow within the catheter, with one lumen dedicated for
withdrawal of blood from a vessel and the other lumen
dedicated for return of treated blood to the vessel. During
an exemplary hemodialysis procedure, a multiple lumen
catheter is inserted into a body and blood is withdrawn
through an arterial lumen of the catheter. The removed
blood is directed, via extension tubes, to a hemodialysis
machine which dialyzes, or purifies, the blood to remove
waste and toxins.
[0003] Typically, an extension tube assembly is con-
nected to a proximal end of the multilumen catheter and
is adapted to communicate with a medical device such
as a hemodialysis machine. The extension tube assem-
bly includes a first extension tube for communicating an
arterial lumen of a catheter to a hemodialysis machine
and a second extension tube for communicating a ve-
nous lumen of a catheter with the hemodialysis machine.
Multilumen catheters for dialysis treatment are placed
within a patient for use over extended periods of time.
During such use, the extension tubes can wear, requiring
replacement of the dialysis catheter and/or the extension
tube assembly.

SUMMARY

[0004] In general, according to one aspect of the
present disclosure, a catheter assembly includes a cath-
eter, a collar, and an extension tube assembly. The cath-
eter includes a leading end portion and a trailing end
portion. The collar is supported on the trailing end portion
of the catheter. The catheter defines a first lumen and a
second lumen.
[0005] The extension tube assembly includes a first
section and a second section, each section being inde-
pendent of the other section and each section including
a substantially rigid body portion and a compressible ex-
tension tube portion. The body portion of each of the first
and second sections is independently engageable with
the trailing end portion of the catheter, and the collar is

engageable with the first and second sections of the ex-
tension tube assembly to secure the extension tube as-
sembly to the trailing end portion of the catheter. When
the body portions of the first and second sections of the
extension tube assembly are engaged with the trailing
end portion of the catheter, the first lumen of the catheter
is in fluid communication with the extension tube portion
of the first section of the extension tube assembly and
the second lumen of the catheter is in fluid communica-
tion with the extension tube portion of the second section
of the extension tube assembly.
[0006] The collar, which is threaded, is rotatably dis-
posed about the trailing end portion of the catheter rela-
tive to the extension tube assembly for threaded engage-
ment of the collar with the body portions of the first and
second sections of the extension tube assembly to se-
cure the extension tube assembly to the trailing end por-
tion of the catheter.
[0007] The body portions of the first and second sec-
tions of the extension tube assembly each include a pla-
nar surface. Each planar surface is disposed opposite
the planar surface of the other section when the body
portions of the first and second sections are engaged
with the tailing end portion of the catheter. The body por-
tion of the first section includes a first threaded segment
and the body portion of the second section includes a
second threaded segment. Each of the first and second
threaded segments is threadably engageable with the
collar. When the body portions of the first and second
sections of the extension tube assembly are disposed
adjacent each other, the first threaded segment of the
body portion of the first section and the second threaded
segment of the body portion of the second section may
be simultaneously threadably engageable with the collar.
The first threaded segment of the body portion of the first
section and the second threaded segment of the body
portion of the second section together define an annular
threaded arrangement circumscribing the body portions
of the first and second sections. The first threaded seg-
ment and the second threaded segment of the respective
body portions of the first and second sections define the
annular threaded arrangement when the first and second
threaded segments are axially aligned along a longitudi-
nal axis defined through the extension tube assembly.
[0008] One or both of the first and second sections of
the extension tube assembly may include a mating fea-
ture that axially aligns the first section with the second
section. The mating feature may include one or more of
an adhesive material, a magnetic material, or combina-
tions thereof. The first section may have a first mating
feature including one or more slots defined in the first
body portion and the second section may have a second
mating feature including one or more detents extending
from the second body portion. The one or more detents
are positionable within the one or more slots to align the
first threaded segment of the body portion of the first sec-
tion with the second threaded segment of the body por-
tion of the second section.
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[0009] In general, according to another aspect of the
present disclosure, an extension tube assembly for at-
tachment to a catheter includes a first section and a sec-
ond section. The first section includes a first body portion
and a first extension tube portion. The first body portion
is securable to a trailing end portion of a catheter and the
first extension tube portion is securable to a medical de-
vice. The second section includes a second body portion
and a second extension tube portion. The second body
portion is securable, independently of the first body por-
tion, to the trailing end portion of the catheter and the
second extension tube portion is securable to the medical
device. The second section is separate and distinct from
the first section.
[0010] The first body portion and the second body por-
tion each include a planar surface. Each planar surface
is disposed opposite the other planar surface when the
first and second body portions are engaged with the trail-
ing end of the catheter. The first body portion of the first
section includes a first threaded segment and the second
body portion of the second section includes a second
threaded segment. The first and second body portions
together define an annular threaded arrangement when
the first and second threaded segments are disposed
adjacent each other. The annular threaded arrangement
of the first and second body portions is threadably en-
gageable with a collar supported on the catheter for si-
multaneously securing the first and second body portions
to the catheter.
[0011] One or both of the first and second sections
includes a mating feature that axially aligns the first sec-
tion with the second section. The mating feature may
include one or more of an adhesive material, a magnetic
material, or combinations thereof. The first section may
have a first mating feature including one or more slots
defined in the first body portion and the second section
may have a second mating feature including one or more
detents extending from the second body portion. One or
more detents are positionable within the one or more
slots to axial align the first body portion with the second
body portion.
[0012] Embodiments can include one or more of the
following advantages.
[0013] In some embodiments, each body portion of the
first and second sections of the extension tube assembly
is independently engageable with the trailing end portion
of the catheter. Such independent engagement of the
first and second sections of the extension tube assembly
to the trailing end portion of the catheter can facilitate
replacement of all or a portion of the extension tube as-
sembly. For example, the first and/or second sections of
the extension tube assembly can be replaced without
requiring replacement of the entire extension tube as-
sembly and/or replacement of the entire catheter assem-
bly.
[0014] In certain embodiments, the collar, supported
on the catheter, is engageable with the first and second
sections of the extension tube assembly to secure the

extension tube assembly to the trailing end portion of the
catheter. Such engagement of the collar to the first and
second sections of the extension tube assembly can ad-
ditionally or alternatively facilitate replacement of all or a
portion of the extension tube assembly. For example, the
engagement and disengagement of the collar with the
first and second sections can facilitate removal of one or
both of the first and second sections of the extension
tube assembly without requiring replacement of the entire
extension tube assembly and/or replacement of the en-
tire catheter assembly.
[0015] Other aspects, features, and advantages will be
apparent from the description drawings and from the
claims.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0016]

Fig. 1 is a front perspective view of a catheter as-
sembly.
Fig. 2 is a front perspective view, with parts separat-
ed, of the catheter assembly of Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 is a front perspective view of a distal end por-
tion of a catheter and a collar of the catheter assem-
bly of Fig. 1.
Fig. 4 is a front perspective view of an extension tube
assembly of a catheter assembly.
Fig. 5 is a front perspective view of an extension tube
assembly of a catheter assembly.
Fig. 6A is a side view of first and second sections of
an extension tube assembly of a catheter assembly.
Fig. 6B is a front perspective view of the extension
tube assembly of Fig. 6A.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0017] As used herein, the terms "proximal" or "trailing"
refer to the portion of a structure that is closer to a clini-
cian, while the terms "distal" or "leading" refer to the por-
tion of a structure that is farther from the clinician. As
used herein, the term "subject" refers to a human patient
or other animal. The term "clinician" refers to a doctor,
nurse or other care provider and may include support
personnel.
[0018] Referring now to Figs. 1-3, a catheter assembly
10 includes a catheter 20, a collar 30, and an extension
tube assembly 40. The catheter 20 includes an elongated
body 22 having a septum 24 that extends the length of
the elongated body 22 to define a first lumen 26 and a
second lumen 28 on opposed sides of the septum 24.
The first and second lumens 26, 28 may have substan-
tially D-shaped cross-sections, as shown in FIG. 2. Ad-
ditionally or alternatively, the first and second lumens 26,
28 may have other cross-sections, such as circular, oval,
polygonal, etc. The elongated body 22 defines a longitu-
dinal axis "L" extending between trailing and leading ends
of the elongated body 22. The elongated body 22 of the
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catheter 20 may include an annulus 25 disposed on an
outer surface 22a of the elongated body 22, as described
in further detail below.
[0019] The collar 30 is supported on the proximal por-
tion of the elongated body 22 of the catheter 20. The
collar 30 includes a collar body 32 having an internal
surface 34 and an external surface 36. The internal sur-
face 34 includes a threaded portion 34a at one end of
the collar 30 and a lip portion 34b at the other end of the
collar 30. The lip portion 34b is engageable with the an-
nulus 25 of the catheter 20 to reduce the likelihood that
the collar 30 will slide over or off of the proximal end
portion of the catheter 20. The collar 30 is axially trans-
latable relative to the catheter 20. In a proximal-most po-
sition of the collar 30 relative to the catheter 20, the lip
portion 34b of the collar 30 engages the annulus 25 of
the catheter 20 to limit further proximal movement of the
collar 30 in relation to the catheter 30 while permitting
rotational movement of the collar 30 about the outer sur-
face 22a of the catheter 20.
[0020] The extension tube assembly 40 includes a first
section 42 and a second section 44, the first section 42
and the second section 44 being substantially identical
to one another. Each section 42, 44 includes a body por-
tion 50 and an extension tube portion 60 that together
define a respective lumen 70. The body portion 50 can
be formed of a substantially rigid material, for example,
any hard polymeric material, and the extension tube por-
tion 60 can be formed of a compressible material such
as silicone or any other suitable compressible material.
In some embodiments, the body portion 50 and the ex-
tension tube portion 60 are selectively connectable, for
example, by adhesive, friction-fit, snap-fit, molding,
and/or any suitable mechanical arrangement. The lumen
70 extends between leading and trailing end portions of
each section 42, 44 and may have, for example, sub-
stantially circular or D-shaped cross-sections.
[0021] The body portion 50 includes an outer surface
52, which may be curvilinear or have curvilinear portions,
and an inner surface 54, which may be planar or have
planar portions. The outer surface 52 includes a threaded
segment 56 that is configured to threadably engage the
threaded portion 34a of the collar 30 as will be described
in greater detail below. The leading end portion of the
inner surface 54 of the body portion 50 may be recessed
to accommodate the septum 24 of the catheter 20 when
the leading end of the body portion 50 is positioned within
one of the lumens 26, 28 of catheter 20 to secure the
sections 42, 44 to the trailing end portion of the catheter
20.
[0022] The extension tube portion 60 extends proxi-
mally from, and may be disposed partly within the body
portion 50. A luer adapter 80, which can be formed of a
substantially rigid material, is secured to a trailing end of
the extension tube 60. A clamp 90 may be secured about
the extension tube portion 60 of each of the first and
second sections 42 and 44 distally of the luer adapter
80. The luer adapter 80 facilitates securement of the cath-

eter 10 to a hemodialysis machine (not shown) The clamp
90 is movable between clamped and unclamped config-
urations about the extension tube portion 60 to control
the flow of blood through the extension tube portion 60
by compressing the extension tube portion 60. When dis-
posed in a clamped configuration, the clamp 90 prevents
blood flow through the extension tube portion 60 and
when disposed in an unclamped configuration, the clamp
90 permits blood flow through the extension tube portion
60.
[0023] In use, the first section 42 and the second sec-
tion 44 of the extension tube assembly 40 are adjacent
each other so that the inner surfaces 54 of the first and
second sections 42, 44 are opposite one another. In this
position, the threaded segment 56 of the first section 42
and the threaded segment 56 of the second section 44
may be aligned or substantially aligned to define an an-
nular threaded arrangement circumscribing or substan-
tially circumscribing the body portions 50 of the first and
second sections 42, 44. In this orientation, the leading
ends of the body portions 50 of the first and second sec-
tions 42, 44 may be positioned within the respective first
and second lumens 26, 28 of the catheter 20. The body
portions 50 of the first and second sections 42, 44 may
be independently or collectively positioned within the first
and second lumens 26, 28 of the catheter 20 to position
the first and second lumens 26, 28 of the catheter 20 in
fluid communication with the lumens 70 defined through
the respective first and second sections 42, 44.
[0024] The collar 30 may be translated from a distal
position to a proximal position relative to the catheter 20,
as discussed above. When moved proximally, to a posi-
tion adjacent the extension tube assembly 40, the thread-
ed portion 34a of the collar 30 threadably engages the
threaded segments 56 of the first and second sections
42, 44 of the extension tube assembly 40 to secure the
first and second sections 42, 44 of the extension tube
assembly 40 to the trailing end portion of the catheter 20.
Notably, the collar 30 is threaded proximally about the
extension tube assembly 40 until suitably tightened in a
manner sufficient to secure each of the first and second
sections 42, 44 to the catheter 20.
[0025] More specifically, when collar 30 is secured to
threaded segments 56 of sections 42 and 44 of extension
tube assembly 40, sections 40 and 42 are drawn toward
each other to compress catheter 20 between sections 42
and 44 and secure catheter 20 to extension tube assem-
bly 40. When one or both of the first and second sections
42, 44 of extension tube assembly 40 require replace-
ment, the clinician unthreads the collar 30 distally relative
to the catheter 20 so that either or both sections 42, 44
may be removed from a respective lumen 26, 28 of cath-
eter 20 and replaced. Upon repositioning sections 42
and/or 44 within a respective lumen 26, 28 of catheter
20, the collar 30 may then once again be threaded prox-
imally about the extension tube assembly 40, as dis-
cussed above, to secure the first and second sections
42, 44 to the catheter 20. Each section 42 or 44 may be
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individually replaceable independently of the other sec-
tion.
[0026] Referring now to Fig. 4, an extension tube as-
sembly 300 is includes a first section 310 and a second
section 320. Similar to the first and second sections 42,
44 of the extension tube assembly 40 (Figs 1-3), the first
and second sections 310, 320 define a lumen 70 there-
through and include an extension tube portion 60, a luer
adapter 80, and a clamp 90.
[0027] The first section 310 includes a first body portion
312 having an inner surface 312a and an outer surface
312b. A projection 312c is a first mating feature that ex-
tends from the inner surface 312a of the first body portion
312. The second section 320 includes a second body
portion 322 having an inner surface 322a and an outer
surface 322b. The inner surface 322a of the second body
portion 322 defines a slot 322c, which is a second mating
feature. The slot 322c receives the projection 312c of the
first section 310 to facilitate the relative alignment and/or
securement of the first and second sections 310, 320 to
each other.
[0028] Referring now to Fig. 5, an extension tube as-
sembly 400 includes a first section 410 and a second
section 420. Similar to the first and second sections 42,
44 of the extension tube assembly 40 (Figs. 1-3), the first
and second sections 410, 420 define a lumen 70 there-
through and include an extension tube portion 60, a luer
adapter 80, and a clamp 90.
[0029] The first section 410 includes a first body portion
412 having an inner surface 412a and an outer surface
412b. A first mating surface 412c is a first mating feature
supported on the inner surface 412a of the first body por-
tion 412. The second section 420 includes a second body
portion 422 having an inner surface 422a and an outer
surface 422b. The inner surface 422a of the second body
portion 422 supports a second mating surface 422c,
which is a second mating feature. The second mating
surface 422c mates with the first mating surface 412c of
the first section 410 to facilitate the relative alignment
and/or securement of the first and second sections 410,
420 to each other. The first and second mating surfaces
412c, 422c may be formed of any of various different
mating materials including magnetic material, adhesive
material, and combinations thereof.
[0030] With reference to Figs. 6A-6B, an extension
tube assembly 500 includes a first section 510 and a
second section 520. Similar to the first and second sec-
tions 42, 44 of the extension tube assembly 40, the first
and second sections 510, 520 define a lumen 70 there-
through and include an extension tube portion 60, a luer
adapter 80, and a clamp 90.
[0031] The first section 510 includes a first body portion
512 having an inner surface 512a and an outer surface
512b. A first mating feature, namely a detent 512c, is
supported on the inner surface 512a of the first body por-
tion 512. The second section 520 includes a second body
portion 522 having an inner surface 522a and an outer
surface 522b. The inner surface 522a of the second body

portion 522 defines a second mating feature, namely a
detent slot 522c. The detent slot 522c receives the detent
512c of the first section 510 to facilitate the relative align-
ment and/or securement of the first and second sections
510, 520 to each other. The detent slot 522c includes a
top section 524a and a bottom section 524b. As shown
in Fig. 6B, the detent 512c of the first section 510 is in-
serted into one of sections 524a, 524b of the detent slot
522c so that relative sliding movement between the first
and second sections 510, 520 will position the detent
512c of the first section 510 in the other section of the
detent slot 522c. One of the top and bottom sections
524a, 524b of the detent slot 522c may be narrower than
the other section to facilitate a secure interconnection
between the first and second sections 510, 520. As
shown in Fig. 6A, for example, the bottom section 524b
is narrower than the top section 524a so that movement
of the detent 512c from the top section 524a into the
bottom section 524b will secure the first and second sec-
tions 510, 520 to each other.
[0032] Persons skilled in the art will understand that
the structures and methods specifically described herein
and illustrated in the accompanying figures are non-lim-
iting exemplary embodiments, and that the description,
disclosure, and figures should be construed merely as
exemplary of particular embodiments. It is to be under-
stood, therefore, that the present disclosure is not limited
to the precise embodiments described, and that various
other changes and modifications may be effected by one
skilled in the art without departing from the scope or spirit
of the disclosure. Additionally, it is envisioned that the
elements and features illustrated or described in connec-
tion with one exemplary embodiment may be combined
with the elements and features of another without depart-
ing from the scope of the present disclosure, and that
such modifications and variations are also intended to
be included within the scope of the present disclosure.
Accordingly, the subject matter of the present disclosure
is not to be limited by what has been particularly shown
and described.

Claims

1. A catheter assembly, comprising:

a catheter including a leading end portion and a
trailing end portion;
a collar supported on the trailing end portion of
the catheter; and
an extension tube assembly including a first sec-
tion and a second section, each section being
independent of the other section, and each sec-
tion including a substantially rigid body portion
and a compressible extension tube portion, the
body portion of each of the first and second sec-
tions being independently engageable with the
trailing end portion of the catheter, and wherein
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the collar is engageable with the first and second
sections of the extension tube assembly to se-
cure the extension tube assembly to the trailing
end portion of the catheter.

2. The catheter assembly of claim 1, wherein the collar
is threaded, the body portion of the first section of
the extension tube assembly includes a first thread-
ed segment, and the body portion of the second sec-
tion of the extension tube assembly includes a sec-
ond threaded segment, each of the first and second
threaded segments being threadably engageable
with the collar.

3. The catheter assembly of claim 2, wherein when the
body portions of the first and second sections of the
extension tube assembly are disposed adjacent
each other, the first threaded segment of the body
portion of the first section and the second threaded
segment of the body portion of the second section
are simultaneously threadably engageable with the
collar.

4. The catheter assembly of claims 2 or 3, wherein the
first threaded segment of the body portion of the first
section and the second threaded segment of the
body portion of the second section together define
an annular threaded arrangement circumscribing the
body portions of the first and second sections.

5. The catheter assembly of claim 4, wherein the first
threaded segment and the second threaded seg-
ment of the respective body portions of the first and
second sections define the annular threaded ar-
rangement when the first and second threaded seg-
ments are axially aligned along a longitudinal axis
defined through the extension tube assembly.

6. The catheter assembly of claims 2 or 3, wherein at
least one of the first and second sections of the ex-
tension tube assembly includes a mating feature that
axially aligns the first section with the second section.

7. The catheter assembly of claim 6, wherein the first
section has a first mating feature including at least
one slot defined in the first body portion and the sec-
ond section has a second mating feature including
at least one detent extending from the second body
portion, the at least one detent being positionable
within the at least one slot to align the first threaded
segment of the body portion of the first section with
the second threaded segment of the body portion of
the second section.

8. The catheter assembly of claim 6, wherein the mat-
ing feature includes at least one of an adhesive ma-
terial, a magnetic material, or combinations thereof.

9. The catheter assembly of any one of claims 1 to 3,
wherein the catheter defines a first lumen and a sec-
ond lumen and, when the body portions of the first
and second sections of the extension tube assembly
are engaged with the trailing end portion of the cath-
eter, the first lumen is in fluid communication with
the extension tube portion of the first section of the
extension tube assembly and the second lumen is
in fluid communication with the extension tube por-
tion of the second section of the extension tube as-
sembly.

10. The catheter assembly of any one of claims 1 to 3,
wherein the body portions of the first and second
sections each include a planar surface, each planar
surface disposed opposite the planar surface of the
other section when the body portions of the first and
second sections are engaged with the trailing end
portion of the catheter.

11. The catheter assembly of any one of claims 1 to 3,
wherein the collar is rotatably disposed about the
trailing end portion of the catheter relative to the ex-
tension tube assembly for threaded engagement of
the collar with the body portions of the first and sec-
ond sections of the extension tube assembly to se-
cure the extension tube assembly to the trailing end
position of the catheter.
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