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(54) Display panel and display apparatus comprising the same

(57) A display panel and a display apparatus having
the display panel are disclosed. The display panel in-
cludes a substrate having a flat panel shape, a light output
layer disposed on the substrate and outputting light by
an electrical drive, and a semiconductor layer including
a plurality of switching elements arranged in a matrix form
and switching based on a driving signal for driving the

light output layer, and a plurality of lines to transmit the
driving signal to the plurality of switching elements,
wherein each of the lines extends with a predetermined
width, a first width of the line at a central portion thereof
in a lengthwise direction thereof is thicker than a second
width thereof at one end portion thereof in the lengthwise
direction.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a display panel
and a display apparatus comprising the same, more par-
ticularly to a display panel which includes a line to trans-
mit a driving signal and a display apparatus comprising
the same.
[0002] A display apparatus, for example, a TV and a
monitor, includes a display panel, such as an LCD (Liquid
Crystal Display) and an OLED (Organic Light-Emitting
Diode). Regarding a display panel with a larger view area,
a manufacturing process is important as well as technol-
ogy of maintaining characteristics of the display panel is
needed. For instance, in a wide-screen display panel
having a width-to-length ratio of 21:9, the length of a gate
line that is a scan line is at least 30% longer than in a
display panel having a ratio of 16:9. In this case, as the
resistance of the gate line rises, the distortion of a signal
increases, thus deteriorating image quality.
[0003] Additional aspects and/or advantages will be
set forth in part in the description which follows and, in
part, will be apparent from the description, or may be
learned by practice of the disclosure.
[0004] An aspect of one or more exemplary embodi-
ments is to provide a display panel capable of minimizing
deterioration of image quality even though a screen is
large and a display apparatus comprising the same.
[0005] The foregoing and/or other aspects may be
achieved by providing a display panel including a sub-
strate having a flat panel shape, a light output layer dis-
posed on the substrate and outputting light by an elec-
trical drive, and a semiconductor layer including a plural-
ity of switching elements arranged in a matrix form and
switching based on a driving signal for driving the light
output layer, and a plurality of lines to transmit the driving
signal to the plurality of switching elements, wherein each
of the lines extends with a predetermined width, a first
width of the line at a central portion thereof in a lengthwise
direction thereof is thicker than a second width thereof
at one end portion thereof in the lengthwise direction.
[0006] The predetermined width of each line may grad-
ually increase in the lengthwise direction from the one
end portion to the central portion.
[0007] The driving signal may include a gate signal ap-
plied to a gate of the switching elements and the lines
include a plurality of gate lines to transmit the gate signal.
[0008] The light output layer may include a liquid crys-
tal layer.
[0009] The light output layer may include an organic
electroluminescence (EL) layer.
[0010] The foregoing and/or other aspects may be also
achieved by providing a display apparatus including an
image processing unit processing an image signal, and
a display unit including a display panel displaying an im-
age based on the image signal, wherein the display panel
includes a substrate having a flat panel shape, a light
output layer disposed on the substrate and outputting
light by an electrical drive, and a semiconductor layer

including a plurality of switching elements arranged in a
matrix form and switching based on a driving signal for
driving the light output layer, and a plurality of lines to
transmit the driving signal to the plurality of switching
elements, wherein each of the lines extends with a pre-
determined width, a first width of the line at a central
portion thereof in a lengthwise direction thereof is thicker
than a second width thereof at one end portion thereof
in the lengthwise direction.
[0011] The predetermined width of each line may grad-
ually increase in the lengthwise direction from the one
end portion to the central portion.
[0012] The driving signal may include a gate signal ap-
plied to a gate of the switching elements and the lines
include a plurality of gate lines to transmit the gate signal.
[0013] The light output layer may include a liquid crys-
tal layer.
[0014] The display unit may further include a light
source unit providing light and a light guide plate guiding
the light provided from the light source unit to be emitted
to the display panel.
[0015] The light guide plate may include a pattern to
compensate for variations in light transmittance due to
difference in width between the central portion and the
end portion of the lines.
[0016] The image processing unit may output the im-
age signal with brightness of a corresponding portion of
an image adjusted so as to compensate for variations in
light transmittance due to difference in width between the
central portion and the end portion of the lines.
[0017] The light output layer may include an organic
electroluminescence (EL) layer.
[0018] As described above, according to one or more
exemplary embodiments, even though a display panel
has a large screen, deterioration of image quality in the
display panel may be minimized.
[0019] The above and/or other aspects will become
apparent and more readily appreciated from the following
description of the exemplary embodiments, taken in con-
junction with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration
of a display apparatus according to an exemplary
embodiment.
FIG. 2 illustrates a structure of a display panel ac-
cording to an exemplary embodiment.
FIG. 3 illustrates an equivalent circuit of a semicon-
ductor layer according to an exemplary embodiment.
FIG. 4 illustrates a gate line according to a related art.
FIG. 5 illustrates distortion of a gate signal according
to a related art.
FIG. 6 illustrates a gate line according to an exem-
plary embodiment.
FIG. 7 illustrates a cross section of a display unit
according to an exemplary embodiment.
FIG. 8 is a plan view of a light guide plate, viewed
from a display panel according to an exemplary em-
bodiment.
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FIG. 9 is a graph illustrating a size of a pixel region,
output brightness of a light guide plate, and overall
transmittance based on a region of the display unit
according to an exemplary embodiment.

[0020] Hereinafter, exemplary embodiments will be
described in detail with reference to accompanying draw-
ings. FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration
of a display apparatus according to an exemplary em-
bodiment. The display apparatus 1 may be configured
as a TV, a monitor, or the like and include a reception
unit 11, an image processing unit 12, a display unit 13,
a user input unit 14, and a controller 15. The reception
unit 11 receives an image signal. The reception unit 11
may receive a broadcast signal from a broadcast signal
transmission unit (not shown), for example, a TV broad-
cast signal, as an image signal, receive an image signal
from an imaging device, such as a DVD player and a BD
player, receive an image signal from a PC, receive an
image signal from mobile equipment or mobile device,
such as a smartphone and a smart pad, receive an image
signal through a network, such as the Internet, or receive
image content stored in a storage medium, such as a
USB storage medium, as an image signal.
[0021] The image processing unit 12 processes the
image signal received by the reception unit 11 to display
an image. The display unit 13 displays an image based
on the image signal processed by the image processing
unit 12. The display unit 13 may use any mode of dis-
playing an image, for example, a LCD, LED, OLED, or
the like, without being particularly limited. The display
unit 13 includes a display panel 131 having characteris-
tics based on a display mode, which will be described.
[0022] The user input unit 14 receives a user’s input
and may include a remote control reception unit receiving
a remote control signal including a user’s input from a
remote control and a manipulation button or a touch panel
for a user’s direct input.
[0023] The controller 15 controls the display apparatus
1 overall and controls the image processing unit 12 to
display an image on the display unit 13. The display ap-
paratus 1 further includes a non-volatile memory (not
shown), such as a flash memory or a hard disk, to store
a program needed for an operation of the controller 15
and data. The program needed for the operation of the
controller 15 includes an operating system (OS) and an
application.
[0024] FIG. 2 illustrates a structure of the display panel
131 according to an exemplary embodiment. The display
panel 131 includes a substrate 21, a semiconductor layer
22, and a light output layer 23. The substrate 21 has a
flat panel shape of silicone materials, and the semicon-
ductor layer 22 and the light output layer 23 are stacked
on the substrate 21. The light output layer 23 outputs
light according to control of an electrical driving signal
applied by the semiconductor layer 22. A type of the light
output layer 23 is determined based on a display mode
of the display unit 13. For example, in an LCD, the light

output layer 23 may be configured as a liquid crystal layer.
Alternatively, in an OLED, the light output layer 23 may
be configured as an organic electroluminescence (EL)
layer. The liquid crystal layer outputs light by selectively
transmitting light from a light source unit 72 in FIG. 7.
The organic EL layer outputs light by emitting light based
on an applied signal.
[0025] The semiconductor layer 22 is arranged in a
matrix form corresponding to a plurality of pixels of an
image displayed on the display unit 13 and drives the
light output layer 23 by receiving a driving signal. FIG. 3
illustrates an equivalent circuit of the semiconductor 22
layer according to an exemplary embodiment. The sem-
iconductor layer 22 is provided corresponding to each
pixel 31 and includes a plurality of switching elements 32
switching based on a driving signal for driving the light
output layer 23. The switching elements 32 may be con-
figured as a thin film transistor (TFT).
[0026] Further, the semiconductor layer 22 includes a
plurality of lines Gn, Gn+1, etc. and Dn, Dn+1, etc. to
transmit the driving signal to drive the light output layer
23. The driving signal includes a gate signal and a data
signal, and the plurality of lines Gn, Gn+1, etc. and Dn,
Dn+1, etc. include gate lines Gn, Gn+1, etc. to transmit
the gate signal and data lines Dn, Dn+1, etc. to transmit
the data signal. The display panel 131 further includes a
driver circuit (not shown) to output the driving signal to
the plurality of lines Gn, Gn+1, etc. and Dn, Dn+1, etc.
based on an image signal.
[0027] Although not shown, the display panel 131 may
further include a color filter to determine a color of light
output from the light output unit 23 and a polarizing layer
to polarize the output light.
[0028] FIG. 4 illustrates a gate line according to a re-
lated art. The gate line 42 in a semiconductor layer 41
has a predetermined width and extends across the sem-
iconductor layer 41. The gate line 42 receives a gate
signal 43 that is a driving signal from a driver circuit from
opposite ends thereof. The gate line 42 shown in FIG. 4
has a constant width in a lengthwise direction.
[0029] As a length of the gate line 42 increases, the
driving signal may be distorted due to increase of resist-
ance of the gate line 42. FIG. 5 illustrates distortion of a
gate signal according to a related art. As shown in FIG.
5, since the gate signal is gradually influenced by the
resistance of the gate line 52 as the gate signal is trans-
mitted from an end portion 53 of the gate line 52 to a
central portion 54, waveforms 55, 56 and 57 of the gate
signal are more distorted from the end portion 53 of the
gate line 52 to the central portion 54. When the gate signal
of the gate line 52 is distorted, difference in charging rate
occurs based on a portion of the gate line 52, causing
deterioration in image quality.
[0030] FIG. 6 illustrates a gate line according to an ex-
emplary embodiment. The gate line 62 of an embodiment
has a thickness increasing in a lengthwise direction of
the gate line 62 from an end portion 63 to a central portion
64. That is, defining a width of the gate line 62 at the end
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portion 63 as a, a width thereof at the central portion 64
as c, and a width thereof at a portion between the end
portion 63 and the central portion 64 as b. The width a
is greater than the width b which is greater than the width
c as shown in FIG. 6. When the thickness of the gate line
62 increases, resistance thereof decreases, thus less af-
fecting a gate signal flowing in the gate line 62. Thus,
distortion of a waveform 65 of the gate signal may be
minimized. The thickness of the gate line 62 may be ad-
justed considering the distortion of the waveform 65 of
the gate signal. For example, the thickness of the gate
line 62 at the end portion 63 may be 30 to 50% of the
width thereof at the central portion 64.
[0031] Referring to FIG. 6, when the width of the gate
line 62 changes, sizes of pixel regions 66 to 68 may also
change accordingly. In an embodiment, the pixel regions
66 to 68 refer to an area where light is transmitted through
the semiconductor layer 41. As shown in FIG. 6, the sizes
of the pixel regions 66 to 68 gradually decrease from the
end portion 63 to the central portion 64. Accordingly, an
extent of transmission of light through the semiconductor
layer 41 may gradually decrease from the end portion 63
to the central portion 64.
[0032] According to an embodiment, variations in the
extent of light transmission of the semiconductor layer
41 depending on a portion of the gate line 62 described
above are corrected.
[0033] FIG. 7 illustrates a cross section of the display
unit 13 according to an exemplary embodiment. As
shown in FIG. 7, the display unit 13 according to an em-
bodiment further includes a light source unit 72 and a
light guide plate 73. The light source unit 72 provides
light to the display panel 131. The light source unit 72
may be configured as a fluorescent lamp, a light emitting
diode (LED), or the like and be disposed on a lateral side
of the light guide plate 73. The light guide plate 73 guides
light from the light source unit 72 to be transmitted to the
display panel 131. The light guide plate 73 includes a
pattern to refract the light from the light source unit 72 so
that the light is evenly transmitted to the display panel
131. The pattern may be disposed on a bottom surface
76 of the light guide plate 73 and be formed by various
methods, for example, etching and dotting. The pattern
is provided to compensate for reduction in the extent of
transmission of light due to decrease in the sizes of the
pixel regions 66 to 68 illustrated in FIG. 6. That is, the
pattern of the light guide plate 73 is provided to increase
output brightness of the light guide plate 73 from a region
74 corresponding to the end portion 63 of the gate line
62 to a region 75 corresponding to the central portion 64
of the gate line 62. FIG. 8 is a plan view of a light guide
plate 81, viewed from the display panel 131 according to
an exemplary embodiment. As shown in FIG. 8, output
brightness of the light guide plate 81 increases from a
region 84 corresponding to the end portion 63 of the gate
line 62 to a region 86 corresponding to the central portion
64 of the gate line 62.
[0034] As described above, by adjusting the pattern of

the light guide plate 73, overall transmittance of the dis-
play unit 13 is constant regardless of a region of the dis-
play unit 131.
[0035] FIG. 9 is a graph illustrating a size of a pixel
region, output brightness of a light guide plate, and overall
transmittance based on a region of the display unit 13.
In the graph of FIG. 9, A, B, and C refer to regions cor-
responding to the three portions a, b, and c of the gate
line 62 shown in FIG. 6, respectively. Referring to FIG.
9, from a region A to a region C, that is, from the end
portion 63 of the gate line 62 to the central portion 64 of
the gate line 62, the sizes of the pixel regions 66 to 68
gradually decrease (see 91) while the output brightness
of the light guide plate 73 gradually increases (see 92).
However, reduction in extent of light transmittance due
to the decrease in the sizes of the pixel regions 66 to 68
is offset by the increase in the output brightness of the
light guide plate 73, so that the overall transmittance 93
of the display unit 13 is constant regardless of the regions
thereof.
[0036] According to another exemplary embodiment,
instead of a gate line, a width of a data line may be ad-
justed. Alternatively, instead of the light guide plate, the
image processing apparatus 12 adjusts brightness of an
image based on a region thereof, thereby compensating
for the reduction in the extent of light transmittance due
to the decrease in the sizes of the pixel regions 66 to 68.
[0037] Although a few exemplary embodiments have
been shown and described, it will be appreciated by those
skilled in the art that changes may be made in these
exemplary embodiments without departing from the prin-
ciples of the disclosure, the scope of which is defined in
the appended claims.

Claims

1. A display panel comprising:

a substrate having a flat panel shape;
a light output layer disposed on the substrate
and outputting light by an electrical drive; and
a semiconductor layer comprising a plurality of
switching elements arranged in a matrix form
and switching based on a driving signal to drive
the light output layer, and a plurality of lines to
transmit the driving signal to the plurality of
switching elements,
wherein at least one line extends with a prede-
termined width, a first width of the at least one
line at a central portion thereof in a lengthwise
direction thereof is thicker than a second width
thereof at one end portion thereof in the length-
wise direction.

2. The display panel of claim 1, wherein the predeter-
mined width of the at least one line gradually increas-
es in the lengthwise direction from the one end por-

5 6 



EP 2 708 942 A1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

tion to the central portion.

3. The display panel of claim 1 or 2, wherein the driving
signal comprises a gate signal applied to a gate of
the switching elements and the lines comprise a plu-
rality of gate lines to transmit the gate signal.

4. The display panel of one of claims 1 to 3, wherein
the light output layer comprises a liquid crystal layer.

5. The display panel of one of claims 1 to 3, wherein
the light output layer comprises an organic electro-
luminescence EL layer.

6. A display apparatus comprising:

an image processing unit processing an image
signal; and
a display unit comprising a display panel accord-
ing to any one of the preceding claims displaying
an image based on the image signal.

7. The display apparatus of claim 6, wherein the display
unit further comprises a light source unit providing
light and a light guide plate guiding the light provided
from the light source unit to be emitted to the display
panel.

8. The display apparatus of claim 7, wherein the light
guide plate comprises a pattern to compensate for
variations in light transmittance due to difference in
width between the central portion and the end portion
of the lines.

9. The display apparatus of claim 7 or 8, wherein the
image processing unit outputs the image signal with
brightness of a corresponding portion of an image
adjusted so as to compensate for variations in light
transmittance due to difference in width between the
central portion and the end portion of the lines.
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