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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a composition
comprising choline, palmitate, vitamin C and vitamin E
for use in treating or preventing metabolic stress-induced
lung injury in a horse.
[0002] Metabolic stress may be induced in a patient’s
body by infection, trauma (e.g. wounds or bums) or sur-
gery. Once the systemic response is activated, the phys-
iologic and metabolic changes that follow are similar and
may lead to septic shock. The metabolic response to
stress involves most metabolic pathways, accelerates
metabolism and leads to a negative nitrogen balance and
muscle wasting.
[0003] Metabolic stress has also an impact on the
lungs causing metabolic stress-induced lung injuries. For
example, acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS) is
a common, devastating clinical problem arising from met-
abolic stress, including pneumonia, trauma or sepsis. Be-
cause of its significant mortality and morbidity, ARDS has
been in the focus of extensive experimental and clinical
research.
[0004] Since there is little doubt that alterations of the
surfactant system contribute to lung dysfunction and the
onset of ARDS, several clinical studies examined the
therapeutic safety and efficacy of a surfactant replace-
ment therapy. Clinical experience with exogenous sur-
factant has proven inconsistent as a therapeutic modality
for adult patients with ARDS. Therefore, surfactant ther-
apy is not recommended for routine clinical use in adult
patients and is considered as a last resort treatment.
[0005] Therefore, new approaches in the prevention
and treatment metabolic stress-induced lung injuries are
needed.
[0006] Surprisingly, it has been found that a composi-
tion comprising  choline, palmitate, vitamin C and vitamin
E may be used in treating or preventing metabolic stress-
induced lung injury in a horse, wherein the metabolic
stress-induced lung injury is acute lung injury (ALI) and/or
acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS) and/or ex-
ercise-induced pulmonary hemorrhage (EIPH).
[0007] Particularly, it has been shown that the use of
such a composition comprising as active constituents 16
% vitamin C, 14 % palmitate, 6.6 % choline chloride and
0.7 % vitamin E in racehorses before and during exercise
sessions increases physical capacity of the horses and
prevents physical stress-induced lung injury. Thus, the
physical capacity of racehorses to sustain training bouts
was increased, i.e. severity as well as frequency of train-
ing sessions may be enhanced. Additionally, the severity
of exercise-induced hemorrhage was reduced.
[0008] There are other metabolic stress-induced dis-
eases closely related to EIPH. These are e.g. ALI and
ARDS, which involve similar pathophysiological mecha-
nisms. Therefore, it is concluded that the composition as
defined above will be effective in these conditions as well.
Particularly, EIPH, ALI and ARDS involve release of re-
active oxygen species (ROS), which are important com-

ponents of mammalian inflammatory response. They are
released during stress-induced lung injury and form a
necessary component of cellular defenses against path-
ogens and disease processes. However, in the lungs
ROS can damage pulmonary structures directly as well
as indirectly by mediating the release of inflammatory
mediators leading finally to the above diseases. Further
details on the mechanisms in EIPH, ALI and ARDS are
given below.
[0009] The goal of any form of administration of the
composition of the present invention to horses suffering
from metabolic stress (e.g. infection (such as pneumonia,
peritonitis, sepsis, etc), trauma, critical illness, bums,
wounds, after surgery or exercise) is not only to promote
recovery and to accelerate return to normal physical ca-
pacity, but also to avoid any detrimental side effects. The
acute phase in these horses is characterized by rapid
onset of respiratory failure and arterial hypoxemia. The
pathologic findings include injury in both capillary en-
dothelium and alveolar epithelium, resulting in an influx
of a protein-rich edema fluid into the airspaces. Also, a
massive accumulation and activation of polymorphonu-
clear leukocytes mediates the evolution of inflammation
through the release of several inflammatory mediators,
such as eicosanoids, platelet-activating factor, and oxi-
dants.
[0010] Qualitative and quantitative alterations in lung
surfactant composition also contribute to respiratory fail-
ure. Surfactant phospholipids are sensitive targets for
phospholipases and especially for type II secretory phos-
pholipase A2 (PLA2), a marker of inflammation, giving
rise to lyso-phospholipids. Lyso-phosphatidylcholine
(lyso-PC) plays a crucial role in the evolution of metabolic
stress-induced lung injuries such as ARDS because it
damages the alveolar epithelium, increases capillary per-
meability and inactivates surfactant tensioactivity. Phos-
pholipase A2 activity also is responsible for the release
of arachidonic acid and its biologically active metabolites,
such as prostaglandins and leukotrienes. Moreover, se-
cretory phospholipase A2 could lead to the generation
of platelet-activating factor, a potent phospholipid medi-
ator in inflammatory reactions, which also is possibly in-
volved in the pathogenesis of acute lung injury.
[0011] Furthermore, another form of metabolic stress-
induced lung injury, i.e. exercise-induced pulmonary he-
morrhage (EIPH), is common in livestock, particularly
horses, following bouts of intense exertion; it is a partic-
ular problem in racing Thoroughbreds and Standard-
breds, and occurs in up to 75 % of these animals. The
hemorrhage is usually detected endoscopically after rac-
ing. Because EIPH does not usually result in the death
of the animal, and is not an impediment to the use of the
horse after the racing career is over, there have been
limited studies describing the histopathology of this dis-
ease. The most extensive investigation of the gross and
histologic features of EIPH was performed 20 years ago.
These investigators described the clinical features of 26
EIPH-affected horses and the pathology of 19. The gross
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lesions of EIPH include bilaterally symmetrical dark dis-
coloration of the pleura of dorsocaudal lung, which is firm-
er than normal lung (O’Callaghan et al., Equine Vet J
1987; 19:389-393). Histologically, the primary findings
were scattered bronchiolitis, hemosiderophage accumu-
lation, and fibrosis (O’Callaghan et al., Equine Vet J 1987;
19:411-418).
[0012] In spite of the frequency of EIPH in the horse
population, there is a poor understanding of the patho-
genesis of the disease. Many of the factors suggested
to contribute to EIPH have been proposed following ex-
amination of the histology and ultrastructure of the lungs
from EIPH-affected horses; hypothesized mechanisms
include capillary stress failure, pulmonary fibrosis, and
antecedent small airway disease. Currently, the most ac-
cepted hypothesis for EIPH pathogenesis is exercise-
induced pulmonary hypertension, resulting in alveolar
capillary stress failure (West et al., J Appl Physiol 1993;
75:1097-1109). However, this hypothesis does not ac-
count for the lesions of EIPH, i.e., fibrosis and bronchial
circulation proliferation. Thus, the goal of any form of in-
tervention in racing Thoroughbreds and Standardbreds
during training is to prevent/ameliorate exercise-induced
lung injury such as EIPH and to promote lung function
while avoiding any unwanted effects such as increased
concentrations of ammonia and urea in the blood.
[0013] Lung phosphatidylcholine (PC) serves as a sur-
factant to maintain pulmonary compliance under normal
circumstances by reducing surface tension in the alveoli
during exhalation and by keeping fluid out of the lungs.
PC is a phospholipid consisting fundamentally of two fatty
acids and a choline molecule attached to a glycerol back-
bone.
[0014] Choline represents, besides palmitate, an im-
portant component of the entire PC surfactant molecule.
Interestingly, a choline-rich diet has been demonstrated
to improve survival in a rat model of endotoxin shock
(Rivera et al., Am J Physiol 1998; 275 (Gastrointest Liver
Physiol 38): G862-G867). Female Sprague-Dawley rats
fed chow or chow plus choline (0.025 % - 0.4 %) for 3
days were given lipopolysaccharide (LPS) via the tail
vein. Of the chow-fed rats 83 % resp. 56 % survived after
2.5 or 5.0 mg/kg LPS, respectively. Choline increased
survival in a dose-dependent manner, with maximal ef-
fects observed at 0.4 %. This dose of choline prevented
mortality completely after 2.5 or 5.0 mg/kg LPS. Further,
dietary choline diminished TNF-α production in alveolar
macrophages by 50 %. A previous study (Grove et al., J
Leuco Biol 1990; 48: 38-42) demonstrated that macro-
phage activation by LPS was associated with an in-
creased rate of phosphatidylcholine hydrolysis via a
phospholipase-dependent mechanism.
[0015] Accordingly - without being bound to this theory
-, it is assumed that supplying excess choline in the diet
enhances phosphatidylcholine synthesis under condi-
tions of stress (trauma, infection, exercise, etc.) and,
thus, reduces adverse effects in the lungs mediated by
metabolic stress.

[0016] Surfactant function is closely tied to the compo-
sition of PC, i.e. the specific fatty acids bound to the glyc-
erol. Optimal function is achieved when the fatty acid is
predominantly palmitate. Under normal circumstances,
about 70 % of the fatty acids in lung surfactant are palmi-
tate. Palmitate is a saturated fatty acid (16:0) and the
straight structure of palmitate allows close packing of the
PC molecules during exhalation, which maximizes the
surfactant capacity (Wright JR, Clements JA. Am Rev
Respir Dis 1987; 136: 426-444). In contrast, unsaturated
fatty acids (e.g. linoleic acid, 18:2) have crooked chains
due to the presence of double bonds and thus decrease
the surfactant capacity of PC.
[0017] Thus, the goal of specific administration of
palmitate for horses suffering from metabolic stress is
not only to promote surfactant synthesis, but also to main-
tain a high proportion of  palmitate in their lung PC and
to avoid an increased incorporation of unsaturated fatty
acids.
[0018] The importance of maintaining the proper com-
position of lung PC was shown by a study of Martini et
al (FASEB J 1999; 13: A542) in pigs. Two groups of pigs
were fed diets matched calorically and in general com-
position (20 % protein, 40 % carbohydrate, 40 % fat) for
a period of 3 weeks. In one group, the fat was palmitate
(16:0), in the other linoleate (18:2). After 3 weeks the
resting pulmonary function was determined. Thereafter
endotoxin was infused at 80 ng/kg/min over 30 min. Ten
min after termination of the endotoxin infusion, pulmo-
nary function was assessed again followed by sacrificing
the animals. Resting pulmonary dynamic compliance
was lower (p<0.05) in the linoleic acid group (73 6 11
ml/cm H2O) than that in the palmitate group (111 6 13
ml/cm H2O). After endotoxin infusion, pulmonary dynam-
ic compliance in the linoleate group (43 6 5 ml/cm H2O)
was further decreased (p<0.05) in comparison to that in
the palmitate group (65 6 7 ml/cm H2O). Linoleate com-
position in alveolar surfactant phosphatitylcholine was
11.3 % 61.3 % in the linoleate group and 3.7 % 6 0.2
% in the palmitate group. Thus, a diet high in linoleate
results in an increase in the proportion of linoleate incor-
poration in lung surfactant and this is detrimental to sur-
factant activity. Although the lungs have sufficient capac-
ity to function adequately under normal conditions, but
when metabolic stress is encountered, induced by endo-
toxin, an additional impairment of lung function occurs
with increased linoleate content.
[0019] In a similar study by the same group of investi-
gators, three groups of pigs were included to receive an
isocaloric diet (20 % protein, 40 % carbohydrate, 40 %
fat). In one group the fat content consisted entirely of
palmitic acid. In the second group the fat came from In-
tralipid, which provided predominantly linoleic acid. The
third group was fed fish oil (Wolfe et al., Nutrition 2002;
18: 647-653). After 3 weeks on the diets an endotoxin
challenge was performed until the pulmonary arterial
pressure reached a level similar found to that found in
trauma victims (40 to 50 mm Hg). Pulmonary function

3 4 



EP 2 308 489 B1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

tests were then repeated. Lung compliance was reduced
in pigs fed the linoleic and fish oil groups compared with
the palmitate group before and after endotoxin. Lung
compliance changes in pigs fed the linoleic acid and fish
oil diets were consistent with histological evidence of vas-
cular congestion, intra-alveolar edema and alveolar
septa thickening. Changes in surfactant phosphatidyl-
choline composition between groups were consistent
with the notion that increased unsaturated fatty acids
could negatively affect surfactant function.
[0020] In burn injury, another example of metabolic
stress, it was found that lung compliance decreased in
pigs four days following thermal injury (Martini et al., Crit
Care Med 2001; 29: 1417-1422). Further, quantification
of the pulmonary surfactant kinetics (Martini et al., Am J
Physiol 1999; 277 (Endocrinol Metab 40): E187-E195)
demonstrated that the observed fall in lung compliance
in bum injury is explained by a decrease of more than 40
% in the amount of phosphatidylcholine (surfactant) in
the lungs (Martini et al., 2001, supra). Thus, in burned
animals the total surfactant phosphatidylcholine pool size
was reduced from the control value of 2.65 6 0.05 to
1.61 6 0.08 mmol/g wet lung (p< 0.05), as was the pro-
portional contribution of palmitate to lung surfactant
phosphatidylcholine composition. Decreased lung com-
pliance impairs blood gas exchange in the lungs and this
problem represents the central problem in acute lung in-
jury (ALI) and acute respiratory distress syndrome (AR-
DS).
[0021] As detailed above, as a consequence of stress-
mediated lung injury oxidants are released. The effect
could be ameliorated by administration of an antioxidant,
which is a molecule capable of slowing down or prevent-
ing the oxidation of other molecules. Oxidation is a chem-
ical reaction that transfers electrons from a compound to
an oxidizing agent. Oxidation reactions can produce free
radicals, which start chain reactions that damage cells.
Antioxidants terminate these chain reactions by remov-
ing free radical intermediates, and inhibit other oxidation
reactions by being oxidized themselves.
[0022] As oxidative stress might be an important part
of many human diseases, the use of antioxidants in phar-
macology is intensively studied, particularly as treat-
ments for stroke and neurodegenerative diseases. How-
ever, it is unknown whether oxidative stress is the cause
or the consequence of disease. Antioxidants are also
widely used as ingredients in dietary supplements in the
hope of maintaining health and preventing diseases such
as cancer and coronary heart disease.
[0023] Accordingly, the inventors assumed that the
combination of choline, palmitate and antioxidants,
namely vitamins C and E, to be useful in treating or pre-
venting metabolic stress-induced lung injury.
[0024] Accordingly, in a first aspect the present inven-
tion relates to a composition comprising choline, palmi-
tate, vitamin C and vitamin E for use in treating or pre-
venting metabolic stress-induced lung injury, wherein the
metabolic stress-induced lung injury is acute lung injury

(ALI) and/or acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS)
and/or exercise-induced pulmonary hemorrhage (EIPH),
wherein the composition is to be administered orally (en-
teral) or intravenously (parenteral) and wherein the com-
position is to be administered to a horse.
[0025] Choline is an organic compound, classified as
a water-soluble essential nutrient and usually grouped
within the vitamin B complex. This natural amine is found
in the lipids that make up cell membranes and in the
neurotransmitter acetylcholine. Adequate intakes for this
micronutrient of between 425 to 550 milligrams daily, for
adults, have been established by the Food and Nutrition
Board of the Institute of Medicine of the National Acad-
emy of Sciences. Choline is a quaternary saturated
amine with the chemical formula
(CH3)3N+CH2CH2OHX-, where X- is a counterion such
as chloride, salicylate, hydroxide or tartrate.
[0026] Accordingly, choline according to the present
invention can be in any water-soluble form and relates
to the free base and (CH3)3N+CH2CH2OHX-, where X-

is a counterion. Choline compounds such as choline chlo-
ride, phosphatidyl choline, choline bitartrate, choline bi-
carbonate, salicylate and choline free base are water sol-
uble and commercially available. The preferred choline
compounds are choline chloride, hydroxide and tartrate.
More preferably choline is used as choline tartrate.
[0027] Palmitate is a term for the salts or esters of pal-
mitic acid. Palmitic acid, CH3(CH2)14COOH or hexade-
canoic acid in IUPAC nomenclature, is one of the most
common saturated fatty acids found in animals and
plants. As its name indicates, it is a major component of
the oil from palm trees (palm oil and palm kernel oil). For
use in the composition, palmitate is conveniently em-
ployed in esterified form as triglyceride or as phospholi-
pid. Preferably, palmitate is used as palm oil.
[0028] Vitamin C or L-ascorbic acid is an essential nu-
trient for humans, a large number of higher primate spe-
cies, a small number of other mammalian species, a few
species of birds, and some fish. Ascorbate is required
for a range of essential metabolic reactions in all animals
and plants. It is made internally by almost all organisms,
apes and humans being a notable exception. Deficiency
in this vitamin causes scurvy in humans. It is also widely
used as a food additive. The pharmacophore of vitamin
C is the ascorbate ion. In living organisms, ascorbate is
an anti-oxidant, since it protects the body against oxida-
tive stress, and is a cofactor in several vital enzymatic
reactions.
[0029] Vitamin C is purely the L-enantiomer of ascor-
bate; the opposite D-enantiomer has no physiological
significance. When L-ascorbate, which is a strong reduc-
ing agent, carries out its reducing function, it is converted
to its oxidized form, L-dehydroascorbate. L-dehy-
droascorbate can then be reduced back to the active L-
ascorbate form in the body by enzymes and glutathione.
During this process semidehydroascorbic acid radical is
formed. Ascorbate free radical reacts poorly with oxygen,
and thus, will not create a superoxide.
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[0030] Instead two semidehydroascorbate radicals will
react and form one ascorbate and one dehydroascor-
bate. With the help of glutathione, dehydroxyascorbate
is converted back to ascorbate. L-ascorbate is a weak
sugar acid structurally related to glucose which naturally
occurs either attached to a hydrogen ion, forming ascor-
bic acid, or to a metal ion, forming a mineral ascorbate.
[0031] Ascorbic acid is a reducing agent and can re-
duce, and thereby neutralize, reactive oxygen species
such as hydrogen peroxide. In addition to its direct anti-
oxidant effects, ascorbic acid is also a substrate for the
antioxidant enzyme ascorbate peroxidase.
[0032] Vitamin E is a generic term for tocopherols and
tocotrienols. Vitamin E is a family of α-, β-, γ-, and δ-
tocopherols and the corresponding four tocotrienols. Vi-
tamin E is a fat-soluble antioxidant that stops the produc-
tion of reactive oxygen species formed when fat under-
goes oxidation. Of these, α-tocopherol has been most
studied as it has the highest bioavailability. It has been
claimed that α-tocopherol is the most important lipid-sol-
uble antioxidant, and that it protects cell membranes from
oxidation by reacting with lipid radicals produced in the
lipid peroxidation chain reaction. This would remove the
free radical intermediates and prevent the oxidation re-
action from continuing. The oxidised α-tocopheroxyl rad-
icals produced in this process may be recycled back to
the active reduced form through reduction by other anti-
oxidants, such as ascorbate, retinol or ubiquinol. Other
forms of vitamin E have their own unique properties. For
example, γ-tocopherol (also written as gamma-tocophe-
rol) is a nucleophile that can react with electrophilic mu-
tagens.
[0033] Compared with tocopherols, tocotrienols are
poorly studied. Current research directions are starting
to give more prominence to the tocotrienols, the lesser
known but more potent antioxidants in the vitamin E fam-
ily. Tocotrienols have specialized roles in protecting neu-
rons from damage, cancer prevention and cholesterol
reduction by inhibiting the activity of HMG-CoA reduct-
ase; δ-tocotrienol blocks processing of sterol regulatory
element - binding proteins (SREBPs). Oral consumption
of tocotrienols is also proven to protect against stroke-
associated brain damage in vivo.
[0034] Additionally, the composition may comprise al-
so one or more auxiliaries/excipients. These are inactive
substances used as a carrier for the active ingredients
of a medication. In many cases, an "active" substance
may not be easily administered and absorbed by the hu-
man body; in such cases the substance in question may
be dissolved into or mixed with an excipient. Excipients
are also sometimes used to bulk up formulations that
contain very potent active ingredients, to allow for con-
venient and accurate dosage. In addition to their use in
the single-dosage quantity, excipients can be used in the
manufacturing process to aid in the handling of the active
substance concerned. Depending on the route of admin-
istration, and form of medication, different excipients may
be used. For oral administration tablets and capsules are

used. Suppositories are used for rectal administration.
[0035] Often, once an active ingredient has been pu-
rified, it cannot stay in purified form for long. In many
cases it will denature, fall out of solution, or stick to the
sides of the container. To stabilize the active ingredient,
excipients are added, ensuring that the active ingredient
stays "active", and, just as importantly, stable for a suf-
ficiently long period of time that the shelf-life of the prod-
uct makes it competitive with other products.
[0036] Typical auxiliaries/excipients are - without limi-
tation - antiadherents, binders, coatings, disintegrants,
fillers, diluents, flavours, colours, glidants, lubricants,
preservatives, sorbents and sweeteners. Antiadherents
are used to reduce the adhesion between the powder
(granules) and the punch faces and thus prevent sticking
to tablet punches. Most commonly used is magnesium
stearate. Binders hold the ingredients in a tablet together.
Binders ensure that tablets and granules can be formed
with required mechanical strength, and give volume to
low active dose tablets. Binders are usually starches,
sugars, cellulose or modified cellulose such as microc-
rystalline cellulose, hydroxypropyl cellulose, lactose, or
sugar alcohols like xylitol, sorbitol or maltitol. Solution
binders are dissolved in a solvent (for example water or
alcohol can be used in wet granulation processes). Dry
binders are added to the powder blend, either after a wet
granulation step, or as part of a direct powder compres-
sion (DC) formula. Tablet coatings protect tablet ingre-
dients from deterioration by moisture in the air and make
large or unpleasant-tasting tablets easier to swallow. For
most coated tablets, a hydroxy propylmethylcellulose
(HPMC) film coating is used which is free of sugar and
potential allergens. Occasionally, other coating materials
are used, for  example synthetic polymers, shellac, corn
protein (e.g. zein) or polysaccharides such as ethylcel-
lulose or carboxy methylethyl cellulose. Capsules are
coated with gelatin. Disintegrants expand and dissolve
when wet causing the tablet to break apart in the digestive
tract, releasing the active ingredients for absorption. Fill-
ers fill out the size of a tablet or capsule, making it prac-
tical to produce and convenient for the consumer to use.
By increasing the bulk volume, the fillers make it possible
for the final product to have the proper volume for patient
handling. Examples of fillers include: cellulose, calcium
phosphate, vegetable fats and oils, lactose, sucrose, glu-
cose, mannitol, sorbitol, calcium carbonate, and magne-
sium stearate. Flavours can be used to mask unpleasant
tasting active ingredients and improve the likelihood that
the patient will complete a course of medication. Flavour-
ings may be natural (e.g. fruit extract) or artificial. Colours
are added to improve the appearance of a formulation.
Colour consistency is important as it allows easy identi-
fication of a medication. Glidants are used to promote
powder flow by reducing interparticle friction and cohe-
sion. These are used in combination with lubricants as
they have no ability to reduce die wall friction. Examples
include colloidal silicon dioxide, talc and MgCO3. Lubri-
cants prevent ingredients from clumping together and
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from sticking to the tablet punches or capsule filling ma-
chine. Lubricants also ensure that tablet formation and
ejection can occur with low friction between the solid and
the wall. Common minerals like talc or silica, and fats,
e.g. vegetable stearin, magnesium stearate or stearic ac-
id are the most frequently used lubricants in tablets or
hard gelatin capsules. Sorbents are used for tablet/cap-
sule moisture-proofing by limited fluid sorbing (taking up
of a liquid or a gas either by adsorption or by absorption)
in a dry state. Sweeteners are added to make the ingre-
dients more palatable, especially in chewable tablets
such as antacid or liquids like cough syrup. Therefore,
tooth decay is sometimes associated with cough syrup
abuse. Sugar can be used to disguise unpleasant tastes
or smells.
[0037] The feature "a composition" is intended to relate
to "one or more compositions". Accordingly, the active
compounds of the composition(s) may be administered
simultaneously or consecutively, optionally also at differ-
ent times.
[0038] The composition of the present invention is
used in treating or preventing metabolic stress-induced
lung injury of a horse, particularly wherein the metabolic
stress-induced lung injury is acute lung injury (ALI) and/or
acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS) and/or ex-
ercise-induced pulmonary hemorrhage (EIPH.
[0039] In one example, metabolic stress-induced lung
injury is a complication that frequently occurs in critically
ill patients and is known under the term of "Acute Lung
Injury (ALI) or "Acute Respiratory Distress Syndrome"
(ARDS), the more severe form of ALI. ALI and ARDS are
responsible for significant morbidity and mortality in crit-
ically ill patients. Regardless of the underlying illness, the
clinical and pathologic manifestations of ALI/ARDS are
very similar, indicating the existence of final common
pathways that represent potential therapeutic targets. In
essence, these syndromes reflect severe injury leading
to dysfunction and compromise of the barrier properties
of the pulmonary endothelium and epithelium as a con-
sequence of an unregulated acute inflammatory re-
sponse. In this hypothetical construct, an initiating event
(e.g. wound, burn, surgery, infection, sepsis, hemorrhag-
ic shock, trauma, multiple transfusions, pancreatitis, etc.)
leads to activation of the acute inflammatory response
on a systemic level. One of the earliest manifestations is
activation of pulmonary endothelium and macrophages
(alveolar and interstitial), upregulation of adhesion mol-
ecules, and production of cytokines and chemokines that
induce a massive sequestration of neutrophils within the
pulmonary microvasculature. These cells transmigrate
across the endothelium and epithelium into the alveolar
space and release a variety of cytotoxic and proinflam-
matory compounds, including proteolytic enzymes, reac-
tive oxygen species (ROS) and nitrogen species, cationic
proteins, lipid mediators, and additional inflammatory cy-
tokines. This perpetuates a vicious cycle by recruiting
additional inflammatory cells that in turn produce more
cytotoxic mediators, ultimately leading to profound injury

to the alveolo-capillary membrane and respiratory failure.
It is noteworthy that although the most obvious initial
manifestations may be respiratory in nature, ALI/ARDS
are part of a systemic process involving microvascular
dysfunction of diverse organs including the heart, kid-
neys, gut, liver, muscle, and brain manifest as multi-or-
gan dysfunction.
[0040] Acute lung injury (ALI) is a diffuse heterogene-
ous lung injury characterized by hypoxemia, non cardio-
genic pulmonary edema, low lung compliance and wide-
spread capillary leakage. ALI is caused by any stimulus
of local or systemic inflammation, principally sepsis. As
detailed above ARDS is the more severe form of ALI.
[0041] ALI and ARDS may be defined as:

- Bilateral pulmonary infiltrates on chest x-ray
- Pulmonary Capillary Wedge Pressure < 18 mm Hg

(2.4 kPa)
- PaO2/FiO2* < 300 = ALI
- Pa02/FiO2 < 200 = ARDS

[0042] Primary ALI is caused by a direct injury to the
lung (e.g. pneumonia). Secondary ALI is caused by an
indirect insult (e.g. pancreatitis, peritonitis, sepsis, etc).
There are two stages - the acute phase characterized by
disruption of the alveolar-capillary interface, leakage of
protein rich fluid into the interstitium and alveolar space
and extensive release of cytokines and migration of neu-
trophils. A later reparative phase is characterized by fi-
broproliferation, and organization of lung tissue. The pa-
tient has low lung volumes, atelectasis, loss of compli-
ance, ventilation-perfusion mismatch (increased dead-
space) and right to left shunt.
Clinical features are - severe dyspnea, tachypnea and
resistant hypoxemia.
[0043] The diagnosis of ALI/ARDS is based on a def-
inition that includes bilateral pulmonary infiltrates on
chest radiographs, impaired oxygenation, and the ab-
sence of clinical evidence of elevated left atrial pressure.
ALI/ARDS is the clinical result of a group of diverse proc-
esses, which range from physical or chemical injury, to
extensive activation of innate inflammatory response. All
these processes damage the integrity of the alveolar-
capillary barrier causing increased alveolar-capillary per-
meability and an influx of protein-rich fluid into the alve-
olar space. This alveolar flooding results in hypoxemia,
inactivated surfactant, intrapulmonary shunt, and im-
paired alveolar ventilation. At present the treatment of
ARDS is largely supportive in nature, keeping patients
alive while allowing their lungs to heal, and minimizing
further pulmonary insult.
[0044] Another example of metabolic stress-induced
lung injury is exercise-induced lung injury. Exercise re-
lates to any kind of intense physical activity or active per-
formance and may involve physical stress. Exercise-in-
duced lung injury may be for example "Exercise-Induced
Pulmonary Hemorrhage" (EIPH) in e.g. horses, dogs and
pigs following intense activity or exercise. EIPH is a par-
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ticular problem in racing Thoroughbreds and Standard-
breds, and occurs in up to 75% of these animals. The
hemorrhage is usually detected endoscopically after rac-
ing, originates from the pulmonary vasculature and is dis-
tributed predominantly bilaterally in the dorsocaudal lung
lobes. In severe cases it may manifest itself as blood
discharging from a horse’s nostrils (epistaxis). The afflic-
tion occurs when blood enters the air passages of a
horse’s lung, due to fractured lung capillaries. If a horse
does not exhibit epistaxis but is suspected to have EIPH,
an endoscopic exam is performed soon after the horse
is exercised. It is believed that nearly all horses experi-
ence EIPH, when exposed to strenuous exercise, and it
has the potential to decrease lung function over time. As
already mentioned above, reactive oxygen species
(ROS) are an  important component of the mammalian
inflammatory response. They are released during tissue
injury and form a necessary component of cellular de-
fences against pathogens and disease processes. The
effects of ROS are normally limited or neutralized by a
multifactorial system of antioxidant defences, although
excessive production and/or deficient antioxidant de-
fences may expose healthy tissue to oxidant damage. In
the lung, ROS can damage pulmonary structures both
directly and by initiating the release of other inflammatory
mediators, including proteases and eicosanoids. Vascu-
lar endothelial cells are particularly susceptible to ROS-
induced oxidant injury in the lung, and both the destruc-
tion of the pulmonary blood-gas barrier and the action of
vasoactive substances will increase pulmonary vascular
resistance. Moreover, ROS can degrade endothelium-
derived nitric oxide (NO), a major pulmonary vasodilator,
thereby, with exercise, synergistically increasing the like-
lihood of stress failure of pulmonary capillaries, a con-
tributing factor to EIPH.
[0045] The diagnosis of EIPH is based on the detection
of lung hemorrhage by endoscopy after exercising or rac-
ing, but in severe cases it manifests itself by epistaxis,
i.e. bloody discharge from the horse’s nostrils.
[0046] A prevention or preventive measure is a way to
avoid a disease or disorder in the first place, and gener-
ally it will not help someone who is already ill (though
there are exceptions). For instance, many babies in de-
veloped countries are given a polio vaccination soon after
they are born, which prevents them from contracting po-
lio. But the vaccination does not work on patients who
already have polio. A treatment or cure is applied after a
medical problem has already started.
[0047] A treatment treats a problem, and may lead to
its cure, but treatments more often ameliorate a problem
only for as long as the treatment is continued. For exam-
ple, there is no cure for AIDS, but treatments are available
to slow down the harm done by HIV and delay the fatality
of the disease. Treatments don’t always work. For exam-
ple, chemotherapy is a treatment for some types of some
cancers, which may in some cases enact a cure, but not
in all cases for all cancers.
[0048] The composition is to be administered to the

patient orally (enterally) or intravenously (parenterally).
The composition may be conveniently administered in
form of an aqueous solution, i.e a suspension. The com-
position in a form suitable for enteral or parenteral appli-
cation is preferably in aqueous or powder form, whereby
an aqueous solution, water or buffer is conveniently add-
ed to the powder prior to  use. It will be appreciated that,
for acute treatment, the parenteral application route may
be preferred.
[0049] Typical daily doses ("effective" amounts) of the
compounds - as far as present - may be as follows:

choline may preferably be present in amount of from
1 to 30 mg/kg body weight (BW), preferably 3 to 25
mg/kg BW, even more preferred 5 to 15 mg/kg BW
of free base,
palmitate is present in amount of from 40 to 2000
mg/kg BW, preferably 100 to 1500 mg/kg BW, even
more preferred 200 to 1000 mg/kg BW,
vitamin C may preferably be present in amount of
from 1 to 100 mg/kg BW, preferably 5 to 50 mg/kg
BW, even more preferred 10 to 35 mg/kg BW, and/or
vitamin E may preferably be present in amount of
from 0.05 to 10 mg/kg BW, preferably 0.1 to 5 mg/kg
BW, even more preferred 0.2 to 2 mg/kg BW.

[0050] The amounts of the above compounds to be
administered depend largely on the horse’s specific re-
quirements and may vary depending on the condition,
sex, weight, disease to be treated or prevented etc. Such
daily amounts are suitable for treatment of the desired
effect as well as for prophylaxis.
[0051] In a preferred embodiment, metabolic stress-
induced lung injury is trauma-induced lung injury or ex-
ercise-induced lung injury, especially wherein exercise
is associated with increased breathing activity.
[0052] A trauma is any body wound or shock including
hemorrhagic shock due to extensive blood loss produced
by sudden physical injury, as from accident, bum injury,
or impact. Trauma patients normally require specialized
care, including surgery, mechanical ventilation, blood
transfusion, etc., better known under the term "emergen-
cy medicine".
[0053] In accordance with the present invention the ac-
tive compounds defined herein in the context of the
present invention (choline, palmitate, vitamin C and/or
E) are the only  pharmaceutically active compounds for
use in treating or preventing trauma-induced lung injury.
[0054] Besides the medical use of the composition of
the present invention (see above), it is also disclosed to
eat or feed the composition as specified above for non-
medical uses, e.g. for non-medical increase of physical
capacity. A non-medical use may be the use as a sup-
plement, also known as food supplement or feed supple-
ment or nutritional supplement or dietary supplement,
which is a preparation intended to provide nutrients, such
as vitamins, minerals, fiber, fatty acids or amino acids,
that are missing or are not consumed in sufficient quantity
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in a subject’s diet. Many countries define dietary supple-
ments as foods. In accordance with the legal regulations
it is noted that a dietary supplement would be considered
to be an unauthorized new drug and in violation of the
applicable regulations and statutes, if it claims to cure,
mitigate, or treat a disease. Accordingly, it is evident that
a method relating to increasing physical capacity of mam-
malian livestock by use of a (food, feed, nutritional or
dietary) supplement is not a therapeutic method.
[0055] Surprisingly, it has now been found that support
of racehorses (Thoroughbreds and Standardbreds) dur-
ing training is able to increase their physical capacity.
The support was given by feeding a supplement com-
prising substantial amounts of palmitate and choline and,
optionally, selected other components such as selected
vitamins. It has been shown that the physical capacity of
racehorses fed with a composition comprising as active
constituents 16 % vitamin C, 14 % palmitate, 6.6 %
choline chloride and 0.7 % vitamin E was increased, i.e.
they were able to sustain training bouts and severity as
well as frequency of training sessions could be en-
hanced.
[0056] The description discloses a method for increas-
ing physical capacity of mammalian livestock comprising
feeding to the mammalian livestock a supplement com-
prising
choline and
a compound selected from the group consisting of palmi-
tate, vitamin C and vitamin E.
[0057] The human or animal body can make some
choline, but it is generally recognized that it is important
to get dietary choline as well. Although most foods have
at least a little choline, some subjects may have to pay
close attention to get enough in their diets, particularly if
they do not eat many whole eggs and if they likely subject
to physical stress, particularly repeated exercise.
[0058] The most often available choline supplement is
lecithin, derived from soy or egg yolks, often used as a
food additive. Phosphatidylcholine is also available as a
supplement, in pill or powder form. Supplementary
choline is also available as choline chloride, which comes
as a liquid due to its hydrophilic properties. Choline chlo-
ride is sometimes preferred as a supplement because
phosphatidylcholine can have gastrointestinal side ef-
fects.
[0059] It is noted that choline, palmitate, vitamin C and
vitamin E are as defined above in the context of the com-
position of the present invention, including the above pre-
ferred embodiments, as far as applicable to non-medical
use.
[0060] The term "livestock" refers to any breed or pop-
ulation of animal kept by humans for a useful, commercial
purpose. This can mean domestic animals, semi-domes-
tic animals, or captive wild animals. Semi-domesticated
refers to animals which are only lightly domesticated or
of disputed status. These populations may also be in the
process of domestication. The term "mammalian live-
stock" refers to livestock of the class mammalia.

[0061] The term "physical capacity" relates to a sub-
ject’s capacity to perform physical activity. In creased
capacity may relate to increased velocity, the ability to
perform an action for an increased period, the ability to
perform the same action within a shorter time, or the abil-
ity to perform, repeatedly, the same action for the same
time but with an increased intensity.
[0062] Feeding is the process by which animals obtain
food. The supplement can be fed to the animal livestock
simultaneously with the normal fodder or at a different
time. The supplement may be mixed with the fodder are
it may be given to the animal in a separate form.
[0063] The supplement may comprise choline and
palmitate, and optionally also vitamin C and/or E. Further
details on suitable combinations and typical daily doses
of the compounds are given above.
[0064] Preferably, the mammalian livestock is selected
from the group consisting of horse, camel, dog, cattle,
and donkey, preferably horse, especially a racehorse.
[0065] The mammalian livestock may be an animal
used in animal racing. Typical animals used for animal
races are - without limitation - horses (preferably Thor-
oughbreds and Standardbreds), dogs (e.g. greyhounds)
and camels.
[0066] Increased physical capacity may be increased
intensity of physical capacity; increased duration of phys-
ical capacity, particularly duration of active performance;
or reduced duration of recovery.
[0067] The feature "increased intensity of physical ca-
pacity" relates to a situation in which the subject is capa-
ble of performing a physical activity for the same period
of time, but with a higher intensity. For an animal used
in racing this could be, for example, racing with the same
speed for the same period, but with a higher load or a
higher incline.
[0068] The feature "increased duration of physical ca-
pacity" relates to a situation in which the subject is capa-
ble of performing the same physical activity (same inten-
sity) for a longer period of time. For an animal used in
racing this could be, for example, racing with the same
speed for a longer period.
[0069] The feature "reduced duration of recovery" re-
lates to a situation in which the time needed by subject
for recovery between two phases of activity is reduced.
For an animal trained for contests, competitions or racing
this could be, for example, that the recovery time between
training lessons, units or contests could be reduced.
[0070] Suitable methods for determining physical ca-
pacity, intensity of physical capacity, duration of physical
capacity, particularly duration and frequency of phases
with physical activity and duration of recovery are well
known to the skilled person.
[0071] By "increase in physical capacity" is meant any
significant augment of physical capacity as defined
above. Accordingly, by "reduced duration of recovery" is
meant any significant decrease of the time needed by
subject for recovery between phases of activity, i.e. re-
peated exercise. Methods of determining significant dif-
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ferences between to values are well known to the skilled
person and include, for example, Student’s t-test and Chi
square test. In the context of the present invention, the
capability of a subject after administration of the supple-
ment for a sufficient time is compared to the capability of
a control subject, in general a subject not having obtained
the supplement.

EXAMPLES

Example 1

[0072] A composition comprising as active constitu-
ents per 150 g dose 16 % vitamin C, 14 % palmitate, 6.6
% choline chloride, 2 % green tea extract and 0.7 % vi-
tamin E was given orally in powder form daily over a
period of 7 days before the race. It was administered to
a four year old Arabian stallion. The stallion had suffered
from cases of acute EIPH following exercise bouts, which
were unsuccessfully treated resulting in unfitness to com-
pete. Blood and urine samples taken before and after
one week of receiving the supplement showed a signifi-
cant improvement in the stallion’s health and the frequen-
cy/severity of EIPH was reduced at the same time. The
stallion’s ability to exercise and race (competitively) con-
tinued to improve during four months of treatment with
the supplement.

Example 2

[0073] The composition of Example 1 was adminis-
tered to a five year old American Thoroughbred that was
suffering from exercise-induced EIPH during regular
training sometimes resulting in epistaxis. Furthermore,
the horse was several times taken out of racing following
at least 1 episode of epistaxis during racing. After regular
consumption of the supplement for four weeks the
horse’s capacity to exercise and race improved consid-
erably and no cases of epistaxis were observed.
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Claims

1. A composition comprising choline, palmitate, vitamin
C and vitamin E for use in treating or preventing met-
abolic stress-induced lung injury, wherein the meta-
bolic stress-induced lung injury is acute lung injury
(ALI) and/or acute respiratory distress syndrome
(ARDS) and/or exercise-induced pulmomary hem-
orrhage (EIPH), wherein the composition is to be ad-
ministered orally or intravenously and wherein the
composition is to be administered to a horse.

2. The composition for use according to claim 1, where-
in choline is to be administered in an amount of 1 to
30 mg/kg body weight (BW) per day, preferably 3 to
25 mg/kg BW per day, even more preferred 5 to 15
mg/kg BW of free base per day.

3. The composition for use according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein

- palmitate is to be administered in an amount
of from 40 to 2000 mg/kg BW per day, preferably
100 to 1500 mg/kg BW per day, even more pre-
ferred 200 to 1000 mg/kg BW per day,
- vitamin C is to be administered in an amount
of from 1 to 100 mg/kg BW per day, preferably
5 to 50 mg/kg BW per day, even more preferred
10 to 35 mg/kg BW per day, and/or
- vitamin E is to be administered in an amount
of from 0.05 to 10 mg/kg BW per day, preferably
0.1 to 5 mg/kg BW per day, even more preferred
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0.2 to 2 mg/kg BW per day.

4. The composition for use according to any of claims
1 to 3, wherein the metabolic stress-induced lung
injury is trauma-induced lung injury or exercise-in-
duced lung injury, especially wherein exercise is as-
sociated with increased breathing activity.

5. The composition for use according to any of claims
1 to 4, wherein the compounds defined in claims 1
to 3 are the only pharmaceutically active compounds
for use in treating or preventing trauma-induced lung
injury.

6. The composition for use according to any of claims
1 to 4, wherein the composition is a food or feed
supplement.

Patentansprüche

1. Zusammensetzung umfassend Cholin, Palmitat, Vit-
amin C und Vitamin E zur Verwendung beim Behan-
deln einer oder Vorbeugen vor einer von metaboli-
schem Stress verursachte Lungenschädigung, wo-
bei die von metabolischem Stress verursachte Lun-
genschädigung eine akute Lungenschädigung (acu-
te lung injury; ALI) und/oder akutes Atemnotsyndrom
(acute respiratory distress syndrome; ARDS) und/
oder belastungsinduziertes Lungenbluten (exercise-
induced pulmonary hemorrhage; EIPH) ist, wobei
die Zusammensetzung oral oder intravenös zu ver-
abreichen ist und wobei die Zusammensetzung an
ein Pferd zu verabreichen ist.

2. Zusammensetzung zur Verwendung gemäß An-
spruch 1, wobei Cholin in einer Menge von 1 bis 30
mg/kg Körpergewicht (KG) pro Tag, vorzugsweise 3
bis 25 mg/kg KG pro Tag, sogar weiter bevorzugt 5
bis 15 mg/kg KG freier Base pro Tag zu verabreichen
ist.

3. Zusammensetzung zur Verwendung gemäß An-
spruch 1 oder 2, wobei

- Palmitat in einer Menge von 40 bis 2000 mg/kg
KG pro Tag, vorzugsweise 100 bis 1500 mg/kg
KG pro Tag, sogar weiter bevorzugt 200 bis
1000 mg/kg KG pro Tag zu verabreichen ist,
- Vitamin C in einer Menge von 1 bis 100 mg/kg
KG pro Tag, vorzugsweise 5 bis 50 mg/kg KG
pro Tag, sogar weiter bevorzugt 10 bis 35 mg/kg
KG pro Tag zu verabreichen ist und/oder
- Vitamin E in einer Menge von 0,05 bis 10 mg/kg
KG pro Tag, vorzugsweise 0,1 bis 5 mg/kg KG
pro Tag, sogar weiter bevorzugt 0,2 bis 2 mg/kg
KG pro Tag zu verabreichen ist.

4. Zusammensetzung zur Verwendung gemäß einem
der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei die von metabolischem
Stress verursachte Lungenschädigung eine von ei-
nem Trauma verursachte Lungenschädigung oder
eine belastungsinduzierte Lungenschädigung ist,
insbesondere wobei die Belastung mit einer erhöh-
ten Atmungsaktivität verbunden ist.

5. Zusammensetzung zur Verwendung gemäß einem
der Ansprüche 1 bis 4, wobei die wie in den Ansprü-
chen 1 bis 3 definierten Verbindungen die einzigen
pharmazeutisch aktiven Verbindungen zur Verwen-
dung beim Behandeln von oder Vorbeugen vor der
von einem Trauma verursachten Lungenschädi-
gung sind.

6. Zusammensetzung zur Verwendung gemäß einem
der Ansprüche 1 bis 4, wobei die Zusammensetzung
ein Futtermittel oder Futterzusatz ist.

Revendications

1. Composition comprenant de la choline, du palmitate,
de la vitamine C et de la vitamine E pour son utilisa-
tion dans le traitement ou la prévention d’une lésion
pulmonaire induite par le stress métabolique, dans
laquelle la lésion pulmonaire induite par le stress mé-
tabolique est une lésion pulmonaire aiguë (LPA)
et/ou le syndrome de détresse respiratoire aiguë
(SDRA) et/ou une hémorragie pulmonaire induite
par l’exercice (HPIE), dans laquelle la composition
doit être administrée par voie orale ou intraveineuse
et dans laquelle la composition doit être administrée
à un cheval.

2. Composition pour son une utilisation selon la reven-
dication 1, dans laquelle la choline doit être adminis-
trée en une quantité de 1 à 30 mg/kg de poids (PDS)
par jour, de préférence de 3 à 25 mg/kg de PDS par
jour, de manière encore préférée de 5 à 15 mg/kg
de PDS de base libre par jour.

3. Composition pour son utilisation selon la revendica-
tion 1 ou 2, dans laquelle :

- le palmitate doit être administré en une quantité
de 40 à 2 000 mg/kg de PDS par jour, de préfé-
rence de 100 à 1 500 mg/kg de PDS par jour,
de manière encore préférée de 200 à 1 000
mg/kg de PDS par jour,
- la vitamine C doit être administrée en une quan-
tité de 1 à 100 mg/kg de PDS par jour, de pré-
férence de 5 à 50 mg/kg de PDS par jour, de
manière encore préférée de 10 à 35 mg/kg de
PDS par jour, et/ou
- la vitamine E doit être administrée en une quan-
tité de 0,05 à 10 mg/kg de PDS par jour, de pré-
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férence de 0,1 à 5 mg/kg de PDS par jour, de
manière encore préférée de 0,2 à 2 mg/kg de
PDS par jour.

4. Composition pour son utilisation selon l’une quelcon-
que des revendications 1 à 3, dans laquelle la lésion
pulmonaire induite par le stress métabolique est une
lésion pulmonaire induite par un traumatisme ou une
lésion pulmonaire induite par l’exercice, notamment
dans laquelle l’exercice est associé à une activité
respiratoire accrue.

5. Composition pour son utilisation selon l’une quelcon-
que des revendications 1 à 4, dans laquelle les com-
posés définis dans les revendications 1 à 3 sont les
seuls composés pharmaceutiquement actifs desti-
nés à une utilisation dans le traitement ou la préven-
tion d’une lésion induite par un traumatisme.

6. Composition pour son utilisation selon l’une quelcon-
que des revendications 1 à 4, dans laquelle la com-
position est un aliment ou un complément alimen-
taire.
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