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(54) CSI-RS BASED CHANNEL ESTIMATING METHOD IN A WIRELESS COMMUNICATION SYSTEM 
AND DEVICE FOR SAME

(57) The present invention relates to a user equip-
ment to perform an estimation operation in a wireless
communication system. In more detail, the method in-
cludes: receiving configuration information of CSI-RSs
(channel status information-reference signals) defined
by a plurality of antenna ports from a base station; com-
bining CSI-RSs defined by specific antenna ports among
the plurality of antenna ports; and performing the meas-
urement based on the combined CSI-RSs. Here, per-
forming the measurement comprises measuring at least
one of a RSRP (reference signal received power), a
RSRQ (reference signal received quality) and a pathloss
based on the combined CSI-RSs.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a wireless communication system, and more particularly, to a method of
estimating a channel based on CSI-RS (channel status information-reference signal) in a wireless communication system
and apparatus therefor.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] 3GPP LTE (3rd generation partnership projecting long term evolution) communication system is schematically
described for one example of a wireless communication system to which the present invention is applicable.
[0003] FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of E-UMTS network structure as an example of a wireless communication system.
E-UMTS (evolved universal mobile telecommunications system) is the system evolved from a conventional UMTS
(universal mobile telecommunications system) and its basic standardization is progressing by 3GPP. Generally, E-UMTS
can be called LTE (long term evolution) system. For the details of the technical specifications of UMTS and E-UMTS,
Release 7 and Release 8 of ’3rd Generation Partnership Project: Technical Specification Group Radio Access Network’
can be referred to.
[0004] Referring to FIG. 1, E-UMTS consists of a user equipment (UE) 120, base stations (eNode B: eNB) 110a and
110b and an access gateway (AG) provided to an end terminal of a network (E-UTRAN) to be connected to an external
network. The base station is able to simultaneously transmit multi-data stream for a broadcast service, a multicast service
and/or a unicast service.
[0005] At least one or more cells exist in one base station. The cell is set to one of bandwidths including 1.25 MHz,
2.5 MHz, 5 MHz, 10 MHz, 15 MHz, 20 MHz and the like and then provides an uplink or downlink transmission service
to a plurality of user equipments. Different cells can be set to provide different bandwidths, respectively. A base station
controls data transmissions and receptions for a plurality of user equipments. A base station sends downlink scheduling
information on downlink (DL) data to inform a corresponding user equipment of time/frequency region for transmitting
data to the corresponding user equipment, coding, data size, HARQ (hybrid automatic repeat and request) relevant
information and the like. And, the base station sends uplink scheduling information on uplink (UL) data to a corresponding
user equipment to inform the corresponding user equipment of time/frequency region available for the corresponding
user equipment, coding, data size, HARQ relevant information and the like. An interface for a user traffic transmission
or a control traffic transmission is usable between base stations. A core network (CN) can consist of an AG, a network
node for user registration of a user equipment and the like. The AG manages mobility of the user equipment by a unit
of TA (tracking area) including a plurality of cells.
[0006] The wireless communication technology has been developed up to LTE based on WCDMA but the demands
and expectations of users and service providers are continuously rising. Since other radio access technologies keep
being developed, new technological evolution is requested to become competitive in the future. For this, reduction of
cost per bit, service availability increase, flexible frequency band use, simple-structure and open interface, reasonable
power consumption of user equipment and the like are required.

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

TECHNICAL PROBLEM

[0007] Based on the above-mentioned discussion, a method of estimating a channel based on CSI-RS in a wireless
communication system and apparatus therefor shall be proposed in the following description.

TECHNICAL SOLUTION

[0008] To achieve these and other advantages and in accordance with the purpose of the present invention, as
embodied and broadly described, a method of performing a measurement, which is performed by a user equipment in
a wireless communication system, according to one embodiment of the present invention includes the steps of receiving
a configuration information of CSI-RS (channel status information-reference signal) defined by a plurality of antenna
ports from a base station, combining CSI-RSs, each of which is defined by specific antenna ports among the plurality
of antenna ports, and performing the measurement based on the combined CSI-RS.
[0009] Preferably, the CSI-RSs defined by the specific antenna ports, are transmitted through a same antenna port
in the base station.
[0010] Preferably, the method may further include the step of receiving information on the specific antenna ports from
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the base station through an upper layer. Preferably, the method may further include the step of receiving a triggering
signal for performing the measurement by combining the CSI-RSs defined by the specific antenna ports, from the base
station.
[0011] Preferably, the method further includes the step of reporting a channel state information to the base station
using the CSI-RS defined by the plurality of antenna ports, wherein the specific antenna ports among the plurality of
antenna ports are assumed as a single antenna port in calculating the channel state information. More preferably, in
calculating the channel state information, a same interference amount may be assumed as existing in the specific antenna
ports among the plurality of antenna ports.
[0012] To further achieve these and other advantages and in accordance with the purpose of the present invention,
as embodied and broadly described, in a wireless communication system, a user equipment according to another
embodiment of the present invention includes a wireless communication module configured to receive a configuration
information of CSI-RS (channel status information-reference signal) defined by a plurality of antenna ports from a base
station and a processor configured to combine CSI-RSs, each of which is defined by specific antenna ports among the
plurality of antenna ports, the processor configured to perform the measurement based on the combined CSI-RS.
[0013] Preferably, the above-mentioned measurement measures at least one of RSRP (reference signal received
power), RSRQ (reference signal received quality) and pathloss based on the combined CSI-RS.

ADVANTAGEOUS EFFECTS

[0014] According to an embodiment of the present invention, a user equipment in a wireless communication system
can estimate a channel more efficiently using CSI-RS.
[0015] Effects obtainable from the present invention are non-limited by the above mentioned effect. And, other un-
mentioned effects can be clearly understood from the following description by those having ordinary skill in the technical
field to which the present invention pertains.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0016]

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of E-UMTS network structure as an example of a mobile communication system.
FIG. 2 is a diagram of structures of control and user planes of a radio interface protocol between a user equipment
and E-UTRAN based on 3GPP radio access network specification.
FIG. 3 is a diagram for explaining physical channels used for 3GPP system and a general method of transmitting
a signal using the same.
FIG. 4 is a diagram for an example of a structure of a radio frame used for LTE system.
FIG. 5 is a diagram for one example of a structure of a downlink (DL) subframe used by LTE system.
FIG. 6 is a diagram for one example of a structure of an uplink (UL) subframe used by LTE system.
FIG. 7 is a diagram for a configuration of a general multi-antenna (MIMO) communication system.
FIG. 8 is a diagram for one example of a general CRS pattern in case that 4 transmitting antenna ports exist in LTE
system.
FIG. 9 is a diagram for one example of a CRS pattern for a transmitting antenna port 0 in LTE system.
FIG. 10 is a diagram for one example of a configuration of a CoMP scheme applicable heterogeneous network.
FIG. 11 is a diagram for one example of a CSI-RS pattern defined by 3GPP standard.
FIG. 12 is a diagram for one example of configuring an antenna port of CSI-RS according to a 1st embodiment of
the present invention.
FIG. 13 is a diagram for another example of configuring an antenna port of CSI-RS according to a 1st embodiment
of the present invention.
FIG. 14 is a diagram for one example of configuring an antenna port of CSI-RS according to a 2nd embodiment of
the present invention.
FIG. 15 is a diagram for another example of configuring an antenna port of CSI-RS according to a 2nd embodiment
of the present invention.
FIG. 16 is a block diagram for one example of a communication device according to one embodiment of the present
invention.

BEST MODE FOR INVENTION

[0017] Reference will now be made in detail to the preferred embodiments of the present invention, examples of which
are illustrated in the accompanying drawings. The embodiments described in the following description include the ex-
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amples showing that the technical features of the present invention are applied to 3GPP system.
[0018] Although an embodiment of the present invention is exemplarily described in the present specification using
the LTE system and the LTE-A system, the embodiment of the present invention is also applicable to any kinds of
communication systems corresponding to the above definitions. Although an embodiment of the present invention is
exemplarily described with reference to FDD scheme in the present specification, the embodiment of the present invention
is easily modifiable and applicable to H-FDD or TDD scheme.
[0019] FIG. 2 is a diagram of structures of control and user planes of a radio interface protocol between a user
equipment and E-UTRAN based on 3GPP radio access network specification. First of all, a control plane means a
passage for transmitting control messages used by a user equipment and a network to manage a call. A user plane
means a passage for transmitting such data generated from an application layer as voice data, internet packet data and
the like.
[0020] A physical layer, i.e., a first layer, provides an information transfer service to an upper layer using a physical
channel. The physical layer is connected to a medium access control layer located above via a transport channel. Data
are transferred between the medium access control layer and the physical layer via the transport channel. Data are
transferred between a physical layer of a transmitting side and a physical layer of a receiving side via a physical channel.
The physical channel uses time and frequency as radio resources. In particular, a physical layer is modulated in downlink
by OFDMA (orthogonal frequency division multiple access) scheme and is modulated in uplink by SC-FDMA (single
carrier frequency division multiple access) scheme.
[0021] A medium access control (hereinafter abbreviated MAC) layer of a second layer provides a service to a radio
link control (hereinafter abbreviated RLC) layer of an upper layer via a logical channel. The RLC layer of the second
layer supports reliable data transfer. A function of the RLC layer can be implemented using a function block within the
MAC. A packet data convergence protocol (hereinafter abbreviated PDCP) layer of the second layer performs a header
compression function for reducing unnecessary control information to transmit such an IP packet as IPv4 and IPv6 in a
radio interface having a narrow bandwidth.
[0022] A radio resource control (hereinafter abbreviated RRC) layer located on a lowest level of a third layer is defined
in a control plane only. The RRC layer is responsible for controlling logical channel, transport channel and physical
channels in association with configuration, reconfiguration and release of radio bearers (RBs). In this case, the RB
means a service provided by the second layer for a data transfer between a user equipment and a network. For this,
the RRC layer of the user equipment exchanges RRC messages with the RRC layer of the network. In case that an
RRC connection is established between an RRC layer of a user equipment and an RRC layer of a network, the user
equipment is in a connected mode. Otherwise, the user equipment is in an idle mode. NAS (non-access stratum) layer
above an RRC layer performs a function of session management, a function of mobility management and the like.
[0023] One cell, which constructs a base station (eNB), is set to one of bandwidths including 1.25 MHz, 2.5 MHz, 5
MHz, 10 MHz, 15 MHz, 20 MHz and the like and then provides an uplink or downlink transmission service to a plurality
of user equipments. Different cells can be set to provide different bandwidths, respectively.
[0024] A downlink transport channel for transporting data to a user equipment from a network includes a broadcast
channel (BCH) for transporting system information, a paging channel (PCH) for transmitting a paging message, a downlink
shared channel (SCH) for transmitting a user traffic or a control message or the like. A traffic or control message of a
downlink multicast or broadcast service can be transmitted via a downlink SCH or a separate downlink multicast channel
(MCH). Meanwhile, an uplink transport channel for transmitting data from a user equipment to a network includes a
random access channel for transmitting an initial control message, an uplink shared channel (SCH) for transmitting a
user traffic or a control message or the like. A logical channel located above a transport channel to be mapped by a
transport channel includes BCCH (Broadcast Control Channel), PCCH (Paging Control Channel), CCCH (Common
Control Channel), MCCH (Multicast Control Channel), MTCH (Multicast Traffic Channel) or the like.
[0025] FIG. 3 is a diagram for explaining physical channels used by 3GPP system and a general signal transmitting
method using the same.
[0026] If a power of a user equipment is turned on or the user equipment enters a new cell, the user equipment performs
an initial cell search for matching synchronization with a base station and the like [S301]. For this, the user equipment
receives a primary synchronization channel (P-SCH) and a secondary synchronization channel (S-SCH) from the base
station, matches synchronization with the base station and then obtains information such as a cell ID and the like.
Subsequently, the user equipment receives a physical broadcast channel from the base station and is then able to obtain
intra-cell broadcast information. Meanwhile, the user equipment receives a downlink reference signal (DL RS) in the
initial cell searching step and is then able to check a downlink channel status.
[0027] Having completed the initial cell search, the user equipment receives a physical downlink control channel
(PDCCH) and a physical downlink shared control channel (PDSCH) according to information carried on the physical
downlink control channel (PDCCH) and is then able to obtain system information in further detail [S302].
[0028] Meanwhile, if the user equipment initially accesses the base station or fails to have a radio resource for signal
transmission, the user equipment is able to perform a random access procedure (RACH) on the base station [S303 to
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S306]. For this, the user equipment transmits a specific sequence as a preamble via a physical random access channel
(PRACH) [S303, S305] and is then able to receive a response message via PDCCH and a corresponding PDSCH in
response to the preamble [S304, S306]. In case of contention based RACH, it is able to perform a contention resolution
procedure in addition.
[0029] Having performed the above mentioned procedures, the user equipment is able to perform PDCCH/PDSCH
reception [S307] and PUSCH/PUCCH (physical uplink shared channel/physical uplink control channel) transmission
[S308] as a general uplink/downlink signal transmission procedure. In particular, the user equipment receives a downlink
control information (DCI) via PDCCH. In this case, the DCI includes such control information as resource allocation
information on a user equipment and can differ in format in accordance with the purpose of its use.
[0030] Meanwhile, control information transmitted/received in uplink/downlink to/from the base station by the user
equipment includes ACK/NACK signal, CQI (channel quality indicator), PMI (precoding matrix index), RI (rank indicator)
and the like. In case of the 3GPP LTE system, the user equipment is able to transmit the above mentioned control
information such as CQI, PMI, RI and the like via PUSCH and/or PUCCH.
[0031] FIG. 4 is a diagram for an example of a structure of a radio frame used by LTE system.
[0032] Referring to FIG. 4, a radio frame has a length of 10ms (327200 3 Ts) and is constructed with 10 subframes
in equal size. Each of the subframes has a length of 1ms and is constructed with two slots. Each of the slots has a length
of 0.5ms (15360 3 Ts). In this case, Ts indicates a sampling time and is expressed as Ts = 1/(15kHz 3 2048) = 3.2552
3 108 (about 33 ns). The slot includes a plurality of OFDM symbols in a time domain and includes a plurality of resource
blocks (RB) in a frequency domain. In the LTE system, one resource block includes ’12 subcarriers 3 7 or 6 OFDM
symbols’. A transmission time interval (TTI), which is a unit time for transmitting data, can be determined by at least one
subframe unit. The above described structure of the radio frame is just exemplary. And, the number of subframes included
in a radio frame, the number of slots included in a subframe and/or the number of OFDM symbols included in a slot can
be modified in various ways.
[0033] FIG. 5 is a diagram for one example of a structure of a downlink (DL) subframe used by LTE system.
[0034] Referring to FIG. 5, a subframe may include 14 OFDM symbols. First 1 to 3 OFDM symbols may be used as
a control region and the rest of 13 to 11 OFDM symbols may be used as a data region, in accordance with subframe
configurations. In the drawing, R1 to R4 indicate reference signals (RS) for antennas 0 to 3, respectively. The RS may
be fixed to a predetermined pattern in a subframe irrespective of the control region or the data region. The control region
may be assigned to a resource, to which the RS is not assigned, in the control region. And, a traffic channel may be
assigned to a resource, to which the RS is not assigned, in the data region. Control channels assigned to the control
region may include PCFICH (Physical Control Format Indicator CHannel), PHICH (Physical Hybrid-ARQ Indicator CHan-
nel), PDCCH (Physical Downlink Control CHannel) and the like.
[0035] The PCFICH is a physical control format indicator channel and informs a user equipment of the number of
OFDM symbols used for PDCCH in each subframe. The PCFICH is situated at a first OFDM symbol and is set prior to
the PHICH and the PDCCH. The PCFICH is constructed with four resource element groups (REGs). Each of the REGs
is distributed within the control region based on a cell ID. One REG is constructed with four REs. In this case, the RE
indicates a minimum physical resource defined as ’1 subcarrier x 1 OFDM symbol’. A value of the PCFICH indicates a
value of ’1 ∼ 3’ or ’2 ∼ 4’ and is modulated by QPSK (quadrature phase shift keying).
[0036] The PHICH is a physical HARQ (hybrid-automatic repeat and request) indicator channel and is used in carrying
HARQ ACK/NACK for uplink transmission. In particular, the PHICH indicates a channel for carrying DL ACK/NACK
information for UL HARQ. The PHICH is constructed with 1 REG and is cell-specifically scrambled. The ACK/NACK is
indicated by 1 bit and then modulated by BPSK (binary phase shift keying). The modulated ACK/NACK is spread by ’SF
(spreading factor) = 2 or 4’. A plurality of PHICHs mapped to the same resource configure a PHICH group. The number
of the PHICHs multiplexed into the PHICH group is determined depending on the number of spreading codes. And, the
PHICH (group) is repeated three times to obtain a diversity gain in frequency domain and/or time domain.
[0037] The PDCCH is a physical downlink control channel and is assigned to first n OFDM symbols of a subframe. In
this case, ’n’ is an integer equal to or greater than 1 and is indicated by the PCFICH. The PDCCH informs each user
equipment or UE group of resource allocation information on transport channels PCH (paging channel) and DL-SCH
(downlink-shared channel), uplink scheduling grant, HARQ information and the like. The PCH (paging channel) and the
DL-SCH (downlink-shared channel) are carried on the PDSCH. Therefore, a base station or a user equipment normally
transmits or receives data via the PDSCH except specific control information or specific service data.
[0038] Information indicating that data of the PDSCH is transmitted to a prescribed user equipment (or a plurality of
user equipments), information indicating how the user equipments receive and decode PDSCH data, and the like are
transmitted by being included in the PDCCH. For instance, assume that a specific PDCCH is CRC masked with RNTI
(radio network temporary identity) ’A’ and that information on data transmitted using a radio resource ’B’ (e.g., frequency
position) and transmission format information ’C’ (e.g., transport block size, modulation scheme, coding information,
etc.) is transmitted via a specific subframe. If so, at least one user equipment located in a corresponding cell monitors
PDCCH using RNTI information of its own. If there is at least one user equipment having the RNTI ’A’, the user equipments
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receive the PDCCH and then receive PDSCH indicated by ’B’ and ’C’ through the information of the received PDCCH.
[0039] FIG. 6 is a diagram for one example of a structure of an uplink (UL) subframe used by LTE system.
[0040] Referring to FIG. 6, a UL subframe may be divided into a region for assigning PUCCH (physical uplink control
channel) configured to carry control information and a region for assigning PUSCH (physical uplink shared channel)
configured to carry user data. A middle part of a subframe is assigned to the PUSCH and both side parts of a data region
in frequency domain are assigned to the PUSCH. The control information carried on the PUCCH may include ACK/
NACK used for HARQ, CQI (channel quality indicator) indicating a DL Channel state, an RI (rank indicator) for MIMO,
an SR (scheduling request) that is a UL resource allocation request, and the like. The PUCCH for a single user equipment
uses a single resource block occupying a different frequency in each slow within a subframe. In particular, a pair of
resource blocks assigned to the PUCCH experience frequency hopping on a slot boundary. Specifically, FIG. 6 shows
one example that PUCCH (m = 0), PUCCH (m = 1), PUCCH (m = 2), and PUCCH (m = 3) are assigned to the subframe.
[0041] In the following description, MIMO system is explained. First of all, MIMO (multi-input multi-output) is a method
that uses a plurality of transmitting antennas and a plurality of receiving antennas. And, this method may be able to
improve efficiency in transceiving data. In particular, a transmitting or receiving stage of a wireless communication system
uses a plurality of antennas to increase capacity or enhance performance. In the following description, the MIMO may
be called ’multiple antennas (multi-antenna)’.
[0042] The MIMO technology does not depend on a single antenna path to receive one whole message. Instead, the
MIMO technique completes data by putting fragments received via several antennas together. If the MIMO technique
is adopted, a data transmission rate within a cell area having a specific size may be improved or a system coverage
may be increased by securing a specific data transmission rate. Moreover, this technique may be widely applicable to
a mobile communication terminal, a relay and the like. According to the MIMO technique, it may be able to overcome
the transmission size limit of the related art mobile communication which used to use a single data.
[0043] FIG. 7 is a diagram for a configuration of a general multi-antenna (MIMO) communication system. NT transmitting
antennas are provided to a transmitting stage, while NR receiving antennas are provided to a receiving stage. In case
that each of the transmitting and receiving stages uses a plurality of antennas, theoretical channel transmission capacity
is increased more than that of a case that either the transmitting stage or the receiving stage uses a plurality of antennas.
The increase of the channel transmission capacity is in proportion to the number of antennas. Hence, a transmission
rate is enhanced and frequency efficiency can be raised. Assuming that a maximum transmission rate in case of using
a single antenna is set to R0, the transmission rate in case of using multiple antennas may be theoretically raised by a
result from multiplying the maximum transmission rate R0 by a rate increasing rate Ri, as shown in Formula 1. In this
case, Ri is a smaller one of NT and NR. 

[0044] For instance, in an MIMO communication system, which uses 4 transmitting antennas and 4 receiving antennas,
it may be able to obtain a transmission rate 4 times higher than that of a single antenna system. After this theoretical
capacity increase of the MIMO system has been proved in the middle of 90’s, many ongoing efforts are made to various
techniques to substantially improve a data transmission rate. And, these techniques are already adopted in part as
standards for the 3G mobile communications and various wireless communications such as a next generation wireless
LAN and the like.
[0045] The trends for the MIMO relevant studies are explained as follows. First of all, many ongoing efforts are made
in various aspects to develop and research information theory study relevant to MIMO communication capacity calcu-
lations and the like in various channel configurations and multiple access environments, radio channel measurement
and model derivation study for MIMO systems, spatiotemporal signal processing technique study for transmission reli-
ability enhancement and transmission rate improvement and the like.
[0046] In order to explain a communicating method in an MIMO system in detail, mathematical modeling can be
represented as follows. Referring to FIG. 1, assume that NT transmitting antennas and NR receiving antennas exist.
First of all, regarding a transmission signal, if there are NT transmitting antennas, NT maximum transmittable informations
exist. Hence, the transmission information may be represented by the vector shown in Formula 2. 
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[0047] Meanwhile, transmission powers can be set different from each other for transmission informations S1,S2,...,
SNT, respectively. If the transmission powers are set to P1,P2,..., PNT, respectively, the transmission power adjusted
transmission information can be represented as Formula 3. 

[0048] And, S may be represented as Formula 4 using a diagonal matrix P of the transmission power. 

[0049] Let us consider a case of configuring NT transmitted signals x1,x2,...,xNT, which are actually transmitted, by
applying a weight matrix W to a transmission power adjusted information vector S. In this case, the weight matrix plays
a role in properly distributing each transmission information to each antenna according to a transmission channel status
and the like. The transmitted signals are set to x1,x2,...,xNT

 may be represented as Formula 5 using a vector X. In this
case, Wij means a weight between an ith transmitting antenna and a jth information. And, the W may be called a weight
matrix or a precoding matrix. 

[0050] Generally, a physical meaning of a rank of a channel matrix may indicate a maximum number for carrying
different informations on a granted channel. Since a rank of a channel matrix is defined as a minimum number of the
numbers of independent rows or columns, a rank of a channel is not greater than the number of rows or columns. For
example by formula, a rank of a channel H (i.e., rank (H)) is limited by Formula 6. 

[0051] Moreover, let’s define each different information sent by MIMO technology as ’transport stream’ or ’stream’
simply. This ’stream’ may be called a layer. If so, the number of transport streams is unable to be greater than a channel
rank, which is the maximum number for sending different informations. Hence, the channel matrix H may be represented
as Formula 7. 

^

^
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[0052] In this case, ’# of streams’ may indicate the number of streams. Meanwhile, it should be noted that one stream
is transmittable via at least one antenna.
[0053] Various methods for making at least one stream correspond to several antennas may exist. These methods
may be described in accordance with a type of MIMO technique as follows. First of all, if one stream is transmitted via
several antennas, it may be regarded as spatial diversity. If several streams are transmitted via several antennas, it may
be regarded as spatial multiplexing. Of course, such an intermediate type between spatial diversity and spatial multiplexing
as a hybrid type of spatial diversity and spatial multiplexing may be possible.
[0054] In the following description, a reference signal is explained.
[0055] First of all, when a packet is transmitted in a wireless communication system, since the transmitted packet is
transmitted on a radio channel, signal distortion may occur in the transmitting process. In order for a receiving side to
correctly receive the distorted signal, it is able to receive a correct signal in a manner of finding out a channel information
and then correcting the distortion of a transmitted signal by the channel information. In order to find out the channel
information, a following method is mainly used. First of all, a signal known to both a transmitting side and a receiving
side is transmitted. Secondly, when the signal is received on a channel, information of the channel is found out with a
distorted extent of the corresponding signal. In this case, the signal known to both of the transmitting side and the
receiving side is called a pilot signal or a reference signal.
[0056] Recently, when packets are transmitted in most of mobile communication systems, multiple transmitting an-
tennas and multiple receiving antennas are adopted to increase transceiving efficiency rather than a single transmitting
antenna and a single receiving antenna. In case that a transmitting or receiving side intends to achieve capacity en-
largement or performance enhancement using multiple antennas, since the corresponding side can receive a correct
signal if obtaining a channel status between each transmitting antenna and each receiving antenna, a separate reference
signal should exist for each transmitting antenna.
[0057] Reference signal in a wireless communication system can be mainly categorized into two types. In particular,
there are a reference signal for the purpose of channel information acquisition and a reference signal used for data
demodulation. Since the object of the former reference signal is to enable a UE (user equipment) to acquire a channel
information in DL (downlink), the former reference signal should be transmitted on broadband. And, even if the UE does
not receive DL data in a specific subframe, it should perform a channel measurement by receiving the corresponding
reference signal. Moreover, the corresponding reference signal can be used for a measurement for mobility management
of a handover or the like.
[0058] The latter reference signal is the reference signal transmitted together when a base station transmits DL data.
IF a UE receives the corresponding reference signal, the UE can perform channel estimation, thereby demodulating
data. And, the corresponding reference signal should be transmitted in a data transmitted region.
[0059] In LTE system two types of DL reference signals are defined for a unicast service. In particular, the DL reference
signals may be categorized into a common reference signal (CRS) for an acquisition of information on a channel state
and a measurement associated with a handover or the like and a dedicated reference signal (DRS) used for a data
demodulation. In this case, the CRS may be named a cell-specific RS and the DRS may be named a UE-specific RS.
[0060] In LTE system, a DRS is used for data demodulation only, while a CRS is used for two kinds of purposes
including channel information acquisition and data demodulation. The CRS is a cell-specific reference signal and is
transmitted in each subframe across a broadband. Moreover, the CRS is transmitted based on maximum 4 antenna
ports depending on the number of transmitting antennas of a base station. For instance, in case that the number of the
transmitting antennas of the base station is 2, CRSs for antenna #0 and antenna #1 are transmitted. For another instance,
in case that the number of the transmitting antennas of the base station is 4, CRSs for antennas #0 to #3 are transmitted.
[0061] FIG. 8 is a diagram for one example of a general CRS pattern in case that 4 transmitting antenna ports exist
in LTE system.
[0062] Referring to FIG. 8, in case that CRS is mapped to a time-frequency resource in LTE system, a reference signal
for a single antenna port is transmitted in a manner that 1 RE is mapped to 1 RE per 6 REs on a frequency axis. Since
one RB is configured with 12 REs on a frequency axis, 2 REs per RB are used for one antenna port.
[0063] FIG. 9 is a diagram for one example of a CRS pattern for a transmitting antenna port 0 in LTE system.
[0064] Meanwhile, in LTE-A system advanced and evolved from LTE system, a base station should be designed
enough to support maximum 8 transmitting antennas in downlink (DL). Hence, reference signals for the maximum 8
transmitting antennas should be supported as well.
[0065] In particular, since DL reference signals for maximum 4 antenna ports are defined in LTE system, in case that
a base station includes at least 4 DL transmitting antennas or maximum 8 DL transmitting antennas in LTE-A system,
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it is necessary to define reference signals for these antenna ports in addition. Moreover, the reference signals for the
maximum 8 transmitting antennas should be defined to include the above-mentioned two types of the reference signals
including the reference signal for the channel measurement and the reference signal for the data demodulation.
[0066] In designing LTE-A system, one of important factors to be considered is backward compatibility. Namely, an
LTE user equipment should operate or work well in LTE-A system without overworking and a corresponding system
should support it as well. In aspect of reference signal transmission, RS for maximum 8 transmitting antennas should
be additionally defined on time-frequency region in which CRS defined in LTE system is transmitted. Yet, in LTE-A
system, if a reference signal pattern for maximum 8 transmitting antennas is added to a full band in each subframe in
the same manner of the CRS of an existing LTE system, overhead increases excessively.
[0067] Hence, reference signals newly designed in LTE-A system can be mainly categorized into two types including
a reference signal (CSI-RS: Channel State Information-RS) for the purpose of channel measurement for selection of
MCS, PMI or the like and a reference signal (DM-RS) for demodulation of data transmitted via 8 transmitting antennas.
[0068] The CSI-RS for the purpose of the channel measurement is characterized in being mainly designed for the
purpose of measurement for channel estimation unlike that the conventional CRS is used for data demodulation as well
as for the purpose of measurement for channel estimation, handover or the like. Since CSI-RS is just transmitted for the
purpose of obtaining information on a channel state, it may not need to be transmitted in each subframe unlike CRS. In
the current LTE-A standard, CSI-RS can be assigned to antenna ports 15 to 22 and CSI-RS configuration information
is defined as received by upper layer signaling.
[0069] Moreover, for data demodulation, DM-RS is transmitted as a dedicated reference signal to a UE scheduled in
a corresponding time-frequency region. In particular, DM-RS transmitted to a specific UE is transmitted only in a region,
in which the corresponding UE is scheduled, i.e., a time-frequency region for receiving data.
[0070] Meanwhile, it is expected that LTE-A system, which is the standard of a next generation mobile communication
system, will support CoMP (coordinated multi point) transmission scheme unsupported by the previous standard in order
to enhance a data transmission rate. In this case, the CoMP transmission scheme means a transmission scheme for
enabling at least two base stations or cells to coordinately communicate with a user equipment to enhance communication
performance between a base station (cell or sector) and a user equipment located in a radio shadow area.
[0071] The CoMP transmission scheme may be categorized into CoMP-JP (CoMP-Joint Processing) of a coordinated
MIMO type through data sharing and CoMP-CS/CB (CoMP Coordinated Scheduling/Coordinated Beamforming).
[0072] In a joint processing scheme (CoMP-JP) in case of a downlink, a user equipment can receive data from base
stations, each of which performs the CoMP transmission, simultaneously and instantly and is then able to enhance
reception performance by combining the signals received from the base stations together [Joint Transmission (JT)]. And,
it is able to consider a method for one of the base stations, each of which performs the CoMP transmission, to transmit
data to the user equipment at a specific timing point [Dynamic Point Selection (DPS)]. On the other hand, in CoMP-
CS/CB (CoMP Coordinated Scheduling/Coordinated Beamforming), a user equipment can instantly receive data from
a single base station, and more particularly, from a serving base station by beamforming.
[0073] In CoMP-JP (CoMP-Joint Processing) in case of an uplink, each base station can receive a PUSCH signal
from a user equipment simultaneously [Joint Reception (JR)]. On the other hand, in CoMP-CS/CB (CoMP Coordinated
Scheduling/Coordinated Beamforming), a single base station receives PUSCH only. In doing so, determination for using
the CoMP-CS/CB (CoMP Coordinated Scheduling/Coordinated Beamforming) is made by coordinated cells (or base
stations).
[0074] Meanwhile, CoMP scheme is applicable to heterogeneous networks as well as to a homogeneous network
configured with macro eNBs only.
[0075] FIG. 10 is a diagram for one example of a configuration of a CoMP scheme applicable heterogeneous network.
Particularly, FIG. 9 shows a network including a macro eNB 901, an RRH (radio remote head) 902 configured to transceive
a signal with a relatively small transmission power, and the like. In this case, a pico cell or RRH located within a coverage
of the macro eNB can be connected to the macro eNB via an optical cable or the like. Moreover, the RRH can be named
a micro eNB.
[0076] Referring to FIG. 10, since a transmission power of an RRH is relatively smaller than that of a macro eNB, it
can be observed that a coverage of each RRH is relatively smaller than that of the macro eNB.
[0077] The object of the above CoMP scenario is to expect a gain of an increasing overall system throughput through
cooperative transmission in-between in a manner of covering a coverage hole of a specific area through RRHs added
in comparison with a previous system, in which macro eNB exists, or utilizing a multitude of transmitting points (TPs)
including RRH.
[0078] Meanwhile, RRHs shown in FIG. 10 can be sorted into two types. In particular, one of the two types corresponds
to a case that a cell identifier (cell-ID) different from that of a macro eNB is granted to each of the RRHs. And, each of
the RRHs is regarded as another small-scale cell. The other corresponds to a case that each of the RRHs operates with
the same cell identifier of the macro eNB.
[0079] In case that different cell identifiers are granted to each RRH and a macro eNB, respectively, a UE recognizes
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the RRH and the macro eNB as different cells. In doing so, the UE located at an edge of each cell receives a considerable
amount of interference from a neighbor cell. In order to reduce such an interference effect and raise a transmission rate,
various CoMP schemes have been proposed.
[0080] On the contrary, in case that the same cell identifier is granted to each RRH and a macro eNB, a UE recognizes
the RRH and the macro eNB as a single cell. The UE receives data from the each RRH and the macro eNB. And, in
case of a data channel, each UE can estimate its actual channel for transmitting data by simultaneously applying the
precoding used for a data transmission of the each UE to a reference signal. In this case, the precoding applied reference
signal is the above-mentioned DM-RS.
[0081] As mentioned in the foregoing description, a user equipment of an existing LTE system performs a channel
estimation using CRS only. Through this, the user equipment of the existing LTE system performs both a data demod-
ulation and a channel state information feedback and also performs cell tracking, frequency offset compensation, syn-
chronization, RRM (radio resource management) measurement such as RSSI/RSRP/RSRQ (received signal strength
indicator/reference signal received power/reference signal received quality) measurement, and the like.
[0082] Meanwhile, in case of a user equipment of LTE-A system, among the roles of the existing CRS, DM-RS is
extended to be responsible for roles related to the channel estimation and the data demodulation and CSI-RS is extended
to be responsible for a role related to the channel state information feedback. Yet, other functions are still performed
through CRS.
[0083] The present invention proposes a method of using CSI-RS for a channel state information feedback when a
user equipment performs an operation of measuring a signal of a cell (or a transmitting point failing to have a separate
cell identifier).
[0084] FIG. 11 is a diagram for one example of a CSI-RS pattern defined by 3GPP standard. In particular, FIG. 11
shows one example of CSI-RS pattern defined with 8 antenna ports.
[0085] Referring to FIG. 11, CSI-RS for a single antenna port is transmitted by spreading over 2 OFDM symbols. Two
CSI-RSs share 2 REs with each other and are discriminated from each other using orthogonal codes. For instance, REs
represented as a numeral 0 and a numeral 1 mean 2 REs carrying an antenna port 0 and an antenna port 1.
[0086] For clarity of the description of the present invention, such a representation as CSI-RS antenna port 0, CSI-
RS antenna port 1 and the like is used. For the discrimination ion from other types of RS such as CRS and DM-RS, the
CSI-RS antenna port 0, the CSI-RS antenna port 1 and the like may have indexes such as antenna port 15, antenna
port 16 and the like, respectively. CSI-RS may be configured as defined as 1, 2 or 4 antenna ports as well as 8 antenna
ports.
[0087] CSI-RS is intermittently transmitted in a partial subframe instead of being transmitted in each subframe in
general. Moreover, density of CSI-RS antenna ports is smaller than that of antenna ports of CRS, if a user equipment
perform a measurement on RSRP/RSRQ or the like for a specific cell or a specific transmitting point using CSI-RS,
measurement accuracy may be possibly degraded due to insufficient energy of a signal that becomes a target of the
measurement.
[0088] Particularly, in case that a cell or transmitting point transmits CSI-RS using one or two antenna ports, since
energy occupied by the CSI-RS amounts to 2 REs per PRB pair only, such problem becomes further serious. Alternatively,
although CSI-RS occupies a considerably number of antenna ports, if a measurement is performed using the antenna
ports in part, e.g., if antenna port assigned to a specific transmitting point is measured for the purpose of measuring a
signal strength at the specific transmitting point, such problem may be caused as well.

<1st Embodiment>

[0089] In order to solve the above-mentioned problems, a 1st embodiment of the present invention proposes to perform
an operation of measurement by bundling multiple antenna ports in case of performing the measurement based on CSI-
RS. In this case, ’bundling multiple antennas’ may have the following meaning. First of all, assuming that CSI-RS
transmitted from multiple antenna ports is transmitted from the same antenna, i.e., the CSI-RS passes through the same
channel, a coherent combining is performed and RSRP/RSRQ/pathloss (reference signal received power/ reference
signal received quality/pathloss) and the like are then calculated.
[0090] FIG. 12 is a diagram for one example of configuring an antenna port of CSI-RS according to a 1st embodiment
of the present invention.
[0091] Referring to FIG. 12, a cell or transmitting point having two antennas configures 4 antenna port CRS-RS and
antenna port 0, antenna port 1 and antenna port 3 are transmitted from the same antenna. In doing so, since a user
equipment can perform a coherent combining on the antenna port 0 and the antenna port 2 and a coherent combining
on the antenna port 1 and the antenna port 3, it is advantageous in that measurement accuracy increases.
[0092] Particularly, when some limitation is put on boosting a power of a specific CSI-RS RE due to the restriction put
on an amplifier of a transmitting point, it is advantageous in that a measurement can be performed using sufficient energy.
[0093] To this end, a base station can inform a user equipment of a set of CSI-RS antenna ports, which are available
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for the user equipment to measure RSRP/RSRQ/pathloss (reference signal received power/ reference signal received
quality/pathloss) or the like, by upper layer signaling such as RRC signaling and the like. In particular, the available CSI-
RS antenna ports can be denoted by a set of antenna ports for which a user equipment can assume a coherent combining.
Alternatively, a measurement operation can be performed in a manner of calculating a measurement value at each
antenna port separately and then averaging the measurement value corresponding to the CSI-RS antenna port available
together.
[0094] More generally, a cell can inform a user equipment of relationship between antenna ports of CSI-RS (e.g.,
whether CSI-RS is transmitted from a same transmitting point (or antenna), whether a same CSI-RS is repeated, etc.),
a spreading sequence or the like by upper layer signaling (e.g., RRC signaling, etc.).
[0095] In performing the above-mentioned operation, a base station can inform a user equipment of the number or
set of antenna ports which will be used by the user equipment in calculating CSI information such as PMI, CQI and the
like actually by additional signaling.
[0096] For instance, in FIG. 12, since the actual number of transmitting antennas of a user equipment is 2, a base
station can instruct the user equipment to use a codebook designed for two transmitting antennas in reporting PMI. Of
course, as mentioned in the foregoing description, the user equipment can determine a PMI appropriate for itself based
on the measurement obtained after the coherent combining.
[0097] Meanwhile, it is able to implement the 1st embodiment of the present invention in a manner that a user equipment
measures RSRP/RSRQ/pathloss by combining a plurality of CSI-RS configurations.
[0098] FIG. 13 is a diagram for another example of configuring an antenna port of CSI-RS according to a 1st embodiment
of the present invention.
[0099] Referring to FIG. 13, a base station signals 2 CSI-RS configurations transmitted from a single cell or transmitting
point and a user equipment measures RSRP/RSRQ/pathloss and the like by combining two CSI-RS transmitted from
the same cell or transmitting point.
[0100] In particular, the base station configures one CSI-RS, repeatedly transmits it in a same frame, and is then able
to announce such event by higher layer signaling such as RRC signaling and the like. In doing so, the CSI-RS repeated
location can be determined in advance. For instance, if 2-antenna port CSI-RS is repeated twice, a location of the 2nd

CSI-RS may correspond to a location of transmitting antenna ports 2 and 3 in 4-antenna port CSI-RS.
[0101] More generally, if n-antenna port CSI-RS is repeated N times, a location of the repetition may be determined
as RE occupied by n*N-antenna port CSI-RS including RE of n-antenna port CSI-RS.
[0102] Meanwhile, when a plurality of CSI-RS configurations are signaled, if the CSI-RS configuration transmitted in
a same OFDM symbol is indicated, CSI-RS shares a transmission power of a base station before being transmitted at
the same time. Yet, if CSI-RS configurations transmitted in different OFDM symbols or subframes are indicated, CSI-
RSs do not share the transmission power of the base station with each other because they are transmitted in different
times, respectively. Hence, it is able to transmit a plurality of CSI-RSs using signal energy by performing CSI-RS trans-
mission with a more power.
[0103] Moreover, in order to perform an RRM measurement by informing a UE of a plurality of CSI-RS configurations
and then combining specific CSI-RS configurations among the whole CSI-RS configurations, it is necessary to indicate
that the measurement is performed by combining which CSI-RS among a plurality of the CSI-RS configurations. In order
to reduce such signaling overhead, additionally proposed is a method for an eNB to instruct a UE to perform an RRM
measurement by combining all CSI-RSs in specific subframes. Since the corresponding method just needs to perform
a signaling on a corresponding subframe among a plurality of the CSI-RS configurations, signaling can be simplified.
[0104] Besides, the above-mentioned CSI-RS based RRM measurement can be performed by periods. And, it is also
possible for a base station to separately signal a reporting periodicity and a measurement target. Additionally, regarding
the CSI-RS based RRM measurement, it is preferable that aperiodic measurement execution is instructed by DL/UL
control signaling. In this case, the aperiodic measurement is executed in a manner of performing a measurement once
with reference to a specific subframe or a plurality of subframes by an instruction and then reporting a corresponding
measurement result instead of performing measurements periodically. For this aperiodic measurement instruction, the
repetition of the single antenna transmission in the above-mentioned single CSI-RS configuration or the operation of
combining a plurality of the CSI-RS configurations can be performed aperiodically as well.

<2nd Embodiment>

[0105] A 2nd embodiment of the present invention proposes to apply the above-described 1st embodiment to an
interference measurement of measuring a size or spatial direction of interference and the like. For instance, an information
indicating an interference measured at a prescribed one of several antenna ports configuring a single CSI-RS configu-
ration can assume a same attribute and an information indicating whether an average of the measured interferences
can be utilized for calculation of CQI and the like can be delivered to a user equipment by a base station trough upper
layer signaling such as RRC signaling. In particular, CSI-RS configuration for this interference measurement can be set
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to use a zero transmission power.
[0106] For another instance, a user equipment receives a delivery of at least one CSI-RS configuration and is then
able to receive a delivery of an information indicating an interference measured in a prescribed one of the at least one
CSI-RS configuration can assume a same attribute and an information indicating whether an average of the measured
interferences can be utilized for calculation of CQI and the like from a base station by upper layer signaling such as RRC
signaling.
[0107] In the following description, an operation of the present invention is described in detail in aspect of interference
measurement with reference to the accompanying drawing.
[0108] FIG. 14 is a diagram for one example of configuring an antenna port of CSI-RS according to a 2nd embodiment
of the present invention. In particular, FIG. 14 shows one example of designating a group that can be assumed as a
same interference among antenna ports (or REs) belonging to a single CSI-RS configuration.
[0109] Referring to FIG. 14, a base station sets up one 8-antenna port CSI-RS configuration and the corresponding
CSI-RS configuration may include a zero transmission power CSI-RS. In this case, the base station assumes that
interferences measured at antenna ports 0 to 3 in the 8-antenna port CSI-RS configuration are in a same interference
situation and designates it as an interference measurement group 1 for taking an average, by a separate signaling.
[0110] Moreover, the base station assumes that interferences measured at antenna ports 4 to 7 in the 8-antenna port
CSI-RS configuration are in an interference situation different from that of the former group and is able to designate it
as an interference measurement group 2 for taking an average between the corresponding 4 antenna ports only.
[0111] Through this operation, the base station can enable a user equipment to perform an interference measurement
by reflecting various interference situations despite maintaining a small number of CSI-RS configurations. For example
of the various interference situations, a neighbor cell or transmitting point of the base station takes an action of transmitting
its DL signal on RE corresponding to the interference measurement group 1 but takes an action of a muting operation
on RE corresponding to the interference measurement group 2, thereby applying no interference. To this end, the
corresponding base station reports, to the neighbor base station or the neighbor transmitting point, that the corresponding
base station performs the muting on which RE or may deliver a signal for requesting the neighbor base station or the
neighbor transmitting point to perform the muting on a specific RE (or increasing or decreasing the number of muting REs).
[0112] FIG. 15 is a diagram for another example of configuring an antenna port of CSI-RS according to a 2nd embodiment
of the present invention.
[0113] Referring to FIG. 15, a base station sets up two 8-antenna port CSI-RS configurations like CSI-RS configuration
1 and CSI-RS configuration 2. In this case, the base station informs a user equipment that interferences measured in
the corresponding two CSI-RS configurations can be assumed as being in a same interference situation by a separate
signaling. Having received such information, the user equipment takes an average of interferences measured at total
16 REs corresponding to the two configurations and is then able to estimate it as a final interference.
[0114] Specifically, since CSI-RS is transmitted in a relatively small number of subframes and REs, such operation is
advantageous in improving the measurement inaccuracy that may be generated from performing an interference meas-
urement on a single CSI-RS configuration only. Moreover, in order to reduce a signaling overhead, it is possible to
operate in a manner that interferences in CSI-RS configuration existing in a same subframe (or, a zero transmission
power configuration, a configuration for interference measurement, etc.) can be regarded as being always in a same
interference environment.
[0115] Moreover, if there is no separate signaling or regulation between two different CSI-RS configurations, a user
equipment may be regulated not to regard interferences measured in the two configurations as being in the same
environment.
[0116] The above-described interference measuring operation of the present invention can interoperate with a set of
subframes. For instance, the interference measurement through the CSI-RS configuration may interoperate with a CSI
measurement subframe subset setup. In particular, a user equipment is set to measure interferences through a specific
CSI-RS configuration among a plurality of CSI-RS configurations (or, some specific antenna ports in a single CSI-RS
configuration). Simultaneously, a subframe set for a limited CSI measurement, in which a series of measurement oper-
ations performed for reporting CSI such as PMI/CQI/RI are limited to some selective subframe(s), can be set up as well.
[0117] In doing so, it is preferable that the user equipment performs the interference measurement on the assumption
that REs belonging to the same subframe subset in the CSI-RS configuration are in the same interference environment.
In particular, if REs belong to different CSI measurement subframe subsets despite belonging to the same CSI-RS
configuration, the interference measurement is regarded as a measurement in a different interference environment and
an average is not taken together.
[0118] For instance, a periodicity of an interference measurement performed CSI-RS configuration is 5 subframes
and an offset is 0, a corresponding CSI-RS pattern appears in subframes 0, 5, 10, 15 .... And, assume that a base station
sets up two CSI measurement subframe subsets in a manner of configuring the subframe subset 1 and the subframe
subset 2 with even subframes and odd subframes, respectively. In this case, an interference amount for the subframe
subset 1 is estimated with the interferences measured at the subframes 0, 10, 20 ... in the CSI-RS pattern and an
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interference amount for the subframe subset 2 is estimated with the interferences measured at the subframes 5, 15,
25 ... in the CSI-RS pattern. So to speak, if CSI-RS for performing an interference measurement exists in a specific
subframe, an interference measured value measured from the corresponding CSI-RS represents interference values in
all subframes belonging to the CSI measurement subframe subset including the corresponding subframe.
[0119] Meanwhile, periodicity of a CSI-RS configuration may not appropriately match repetition periodicity of a CSI
measurement subframe. This is because the repetition periodicity of the CSI measurement subframe can be set to 8
ms unit that is the periodicity of a UL HARQ process of LTE system, whereas the periodicity of the CSI-RS configuration
is set to multiples of 5 ms in general.
[0120] In this case, an independent subframe subset is signaled separately from a signaling of a CSI measurement
subframe subset. And, it is preferable to assume that RE of the CSI-RS configuration belonging to the subframe subset
is in a same interference situation. If the signaling for the separate subframe subset in the CSI-RS configuration is not
given, interference measurement can be performed on the assumption of the same interference situation at all REs in
the CSI-RS configuration. This corresponds to an operation unrelated to the CSI measurement subframe subset signaling,
i.e., to a non-restrictive CSI measurement. In case of performing the non-restrictive CSI measurement, if CSI-RS for
performing an interference measurement in a specific subframe exists, an interference measured value measured from
the corresponding CSI-RS can represent interference values in all subframes.
[0121] According to the above description, the interference measured from the CSI-RS configuration can be utilized
for a CSI reporting operation. For instance, a base station can designate a CSI-RS configuration or antenna port used
for an interference measurement, which is supposed to be utilized for a specific periodic/aperiodic reporting, through
upper layer signaling such as RRC signaling or L1/L2 control signaling.
[0122] When the CSI-RS based measurement (e.g., RSRP, RSRQ, pathloss, interference, etc.) mentioned in the
foregoing description is performed, it may happen that CSI-RS transmission appears irregularly. For instance, When
CSI-RS is configured to be periodically transmitted, if the transmission periodicity overlaps such a signal, which should
be received by a legacy user equipment, as PBCH, the CSI-RS is not transmitted on a corresponding RE of a corre-
sponding subframe. Hence, a user equipment can operate correctly only if excluding the above-described measurement
execution from this CSI-RS.
[0123] Particularly, in case of a pathloss measurement based power control, if a user equipment measures a CSI-RS
based pathloss at an RE on which the CSI-RS is not transmitted (e.g., RE on which PBCH is transmitted instead), it
results in an inaccurate measured value that is not an actual pathloss with a base station. Eventually, it may cause a
problem that a UL transmission power is set higher or lower unnecessarily. Therefore, in performing a measurement
operation of RSRP, RSRQ, pathloss, interference and the like based on CSI-RS, the user equipment obtains a location
of RE overlapping a signal having a priority higher than that of CSI-RS in advance and needs to be defined not to perform
the measurement on such RE or to perform a corresponding operation (e.g., a UL transmission power control) by utilizing
a value measured at a location except such RE. Moreover, it is preferable that a location of such RE is delivered to the
user equipment by upper layer signaling.
[0124] And, it is apparent that the above-described present invention is not limited to CSI-RS but is applicable to a
measurement through CRS.
[0125] FIG. 16 is a block diagram for one example of a communication device according to one embodiment of the
present invention.
[0126] Referring to FIG. 16, a communication device 1600 includes a processor 1610, a memory 1620, an RF module
1630, a display module 1640 and a user interface module 1650.
[0127] The communication device 1600 is illustrated for clarity and convenience of the description and some modules
can be omitted. Moreover, the communication device 1600 is able to further include at least one necessary module.
And, some modules of the communication device 1600 can be further divided into sub-modules. The processor 1610 is
configured to perform operations according to the embodiment of the present invention exemplarily described with
reference to the accompanying drawings. In particular, the detailed operations of the processor 1610 can refer to the
contents described with reference to FIGs. 1 to 15.
[0128] The memory 1620 is connected to the processor 1610 and stores operating systems, applications, program
codes, data and the like. The RF module 1630 is connected to the processor 1610 and performs a function of converting
a baseband signal to a radio signal or converting a radio signal to a baseband signal. For this, the RF module 1630
performs analog conversion, amplification, filtering and frequency uplink transform or inverse processes thereof. The
display module 1640 is connected to the processor 1610 and displays various kinds of informations. The display module
1640 can include such a well-known element as LCD (Liquid Crystal Display), LED (Light Emitting Diode), OLED (Organic
Light Emitting Diode) and the like, by which the present invention is non-limited. The user interface module 1650 is
connected to the processor 1610 and can include a combination of well-known interfaces including a keypad, a touch-
screen and the like.
[0129] The above-described embodiments correspond to combination of elements and features of the present invention
in prescribed forms. And, it is able to consider that the respective elements or features are selective unless they are



EP 2 709 289 A2

14

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

explicitly mentioned. Each of the elements or features can be implemented in a form failing to be combined with other
elements or features. Moreover, it is able to implement an embodiment of the present invention by combining elements
and/or features together in part. A sequence of operations explained for each embodiment of the present invention can
be modified. Some configurations or features of one embodiment can be included in another embodiment or can be
substituted for corresponding configurations or features of another embodiment. It is apparent that an embodiment can
be configured by combining claims, which are not explicitly cited in-between, together without departing from the spirit
and scope of the appended claims and their equivalents or that those claims can be included as new claims by revision
after filing an application.
[0130] In this disclosure, a specific operation explained as performed by a base station can be performed by an upper
node of the base station in some cases. In particular, in a network constructed with a plurality of network nodes including
a base station, it is apparent that various operations performed for communication with a terminal can be performed by
a base station or other network nodes except the base station. In this case, ’base station’ can be replaced by such a
terminology as a fixed station, a Node B, an eNode B (eNB), an access point and the like.
[0131] Embodiments of the present invention can be implemented using various means. For instance, embodiments
of the present invention can be implemented using hardware, firmware, software and/or any combinations thereof. In
case of the implementation by hardware, one embodiment of the present invention can be implemented by at least one
selected from the group consisting of ASICs (application specific integrated circuits), DSPs (digital signal processors),
DSPDs (digital signal processing devices), PLDs (programmable logic devices), FPGAs (field programmable gate arrays),
processor, controller, microcontroller, microprocessor and the like.
[0132] In case of the implementation by firmware or software, one embodiment of the present invention can be imple-
mented by modules, procedures, and/or functions for performing the above-explained functions or operations. Software
code is stored in a memory unit and is then drivable by a processor. The memory unit is provided within or outside the
processor to exchange data with the processor through the various means known in public.
[0133] While the present invention has been described and illustrated herein with reference to the preferred embod-
iments thereof, it will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various modifications and variations can be made therein
without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. Thus, it is intended that the present invention covers the
modifications and variations of this invention that come within the scope of the appended claims and their equivalents.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0134] Although method of estimating a channel based on CSI-RS (channel status information-reference signal) in a
wireless communication system and apparatus therefor are described mainly with reference to examples applied to
3GPP LTE system, as mentioned in the foregoing description, the present invention is applicable to various kinds of
wireless communication systems as well as the 3GPP LTE system.

Claims

1. A method of performing a measurement by a user equipment in a wireless communication system, the method
comprising:

receiving configuration information of CSI-RSs (channel status information-reference signals) defined by a
plurality of antenna ports from a base station;
combining CSI-RSs defined by specific antenna ports among the plurality of antenna ports; and
performing the measurement based on the combined CSI-RSs.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein performing the measurement comprises measuring at least one of a RSRP (reference
signal received power), a RSRQ (reference signal received quality) and a pathloss based on the combined CSI-RSs.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the CSI-RSs defined by the specific antenna ports are transmitted through a same
antenna port from the base station.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving information on the specific antenna ports from the base station
through a higher layer.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving a triggering signal for performing the measurement by combining
the CSI-RSs defined by the specific antenna ports, from the base station.
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6. The method of claim 1, further comprising reporting channel state information to the base station using the CSI-RS
defined by the plurality of antenna ports, wherein the specific antenna ports among the plurality of antenna ports
are assumed as a single antenna port when calculating the channel state information.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein, when calculating the channel state information, it is assumed that same interference
amount exists in the specific antenna ports among the plurality of antenna ports.

8. A user equipment in a wireless communication system, comprising:

a wireless communication module configured to receive configuration information of CSI-RSs (channel status
information-reference signals) defined by a plurality of antenna ports from a base station; and
a processor configured to combine CSI-RSs defined by specific antenna ports among the plurality of antenna
ports, and to perform a measurement based on the combined CSI-RSs.

9. The user equipment of claim 8, wherein the processor measures at least one of a RSRP (reference signal received
power), a RSRQ (reference signal received quality) and a pathloss based on the combined CSI-RSs.

10. The user equipment of claim 8, wherein the CSI-RSs defined by the specific antenna ports are transmitted through
a same antenna port from the base station.

11. The user equipment of claim 8, wherein the wireless communication module receives information on the specific
antenna ports from the base station through a higher layer.

12. The user equipment of claim 8, wherein the wireless communication module receives a triggering signal for performing
the measurement by combining the CSI-RSs defined by the specific antenna ports, from the base station.

13. The user equipment of claim 8, wherein the processor calculates channel state information using the CSI-RS defined
by the plurality of antenna ports and wherein the specific antenna ports among the plurality of antenna ports are
assumed as a single antenna port when calculating the channel state information.

14. The user equipment of claim 13, wherein, when calculating the channel state information, it is assumed that same
interference amount exists in the specific antenna ports among the plurality of antenna ports.
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