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(54) Apparatus for threading cans

(57) A threading head includes a threading head and
a container holder. The threading head includes a first
threading roller with a threaded surface and a second
threading roller with a threaded surface. The container
holder is mounted on the threading head with a rigidly

held rotation arm so that a container held within the con-
tainer holder is non-rotatable. The container holder is
configured to apply a gripping force to grip the container
and is configured to remove the gripping force to release
the container. The container holder holds the container
proximate an open end of the container.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED PATENT APPLI-
CATIONS

[0001] This application claims the benefits of priority
to U.S. provisional patent application 60/787,502, filed
March 31, 2006, and to U.S. patent application
11/692,564 filed March 28, 2007, the entire contents of
which are incorporated hereby by reference. This appli-
cation is a divisional application of EP 07754475.7 filed
March 30, 2007, the entire contents of which are incor-
porated hereby by reference.

BACKGROUND

[0002] The present invention relates generally to the
field of forming or processing an article, such as a bev-
erage container or can. More specifically, the invention
relates to an apparatus and method for forming a thread
on an article.
[0003] Conventional machines for forming a thread
have required multiple forming heads and forming turrets.
Such conventional apparatus can require significant floor
and machine line space. Other conventional threading
apparatus require separate machines which may not in-
tegrate easily with a machine line, thus slowing down the
overall processing time of an article.
[0004] It is an object of the invention to have an appa-
ratus that can form a thread on an article, such as a bev-
erage container or can in a machine line, that minimizes
space and processing time requirement

SUMMARY

[0005] One embodiment of the invention relates to a
threader head. The threader head comprises a first
threading roller with a threaded surface and a second
threading roller with a threaded surface. The threading
head is configured to impart a thread onto a cylindrical
container such that a threaded cap may be screwed onto
the container to seal an opening in the container.
[0006] Another embodiment of the invention relates to
a threading head assembly. The threading head assem-
bly comprises a threader head and a container holder.
The threader head includes first and second threading
rollers. The threading head is configured to impart a
thread onto a container such that a threaded cap may be
screwed onto the container to seal an opening in the con-
tainer. The container holder is configured to apply a grip-
ping force to grip the container and configured to remove
the gripping force to release the container.
[0007] Another embodiment of the invention provides
a threading turret assembly. The threading turret assem-
bly comprises a threading head and a ram. The threading
head includes first and second threader rollers. The
threading head is configured to impart a thread onto a
container such that a threaded cap may be screwed onto

the container to seal an opening in the container. The
ram is configured to drive the container to be threaded
towards the threader head such that one of the two
threading rollers is positioned inside an opening in the
container. The ram is configured to move the container
away from the threading head after the container has
been threaded.
[0008] Yet another embodiment of the invention pro-
vides a method of preparing a stress induced plastically
deformed container for use as a threaded sealable con-
tainer. The method comprises at least one of (i) automat-
ically placing a curved wall of a plastically deformable
container in between two threading rollers, and (ii) auto-
matically placing the two threading rollers on either side
of the curved wall, causing the two threading rollers to
contact opposite sides of the curved wall, and automat-
ically orbiting the threading rollers about the container to
impart a helical thread onto the curved wall.
[0009] Yet another embodiment of the invention re-
lates to a threading head assembly. The threading head
assembly comprises a threading head and a container
holder. The threading head includes a first threading roll-
er with a threaded surface and a second threading roller
with a threaded surface. The container holder is mounted
on the threading head with a rigidly held rotation arm so
that a container held within the container holder is non-
rotatable. The container holder is configured to apply a
gripping force to grip the container and is configured to
remove the gripping force to release the container. The
container holder holds the container proximate an open
end of the container.
[0010] It is to be understood that both the foregoing
general description and the following detailed description
are exemplary and explanatory only, and are not restric-
tive of the invention as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011] These and other features, aspects, and advan-
tages of the present invention will become apparent from
the following description, appended claims, and the ac-
companying exemplary embodiments shown in the draw-
ings, which are briefly described below.
[0012] Fig. 1 is illustrates a plurality of cans prior to
and after a threading operation.
[0013] Fig. 2 is a top perspective view of a pair of mesh-
ing threading rollers according to an embodiment.
[0014] Figs. 3(a) to 3(c) illustrate a first threading roller
in which Fig. 3(a) illustrates a perspective view of the first
threading roller; Fig 3(b) illustrates a front plan view of
the first threading roller; and Fig. 3(c) illustrates a section
of the first threading roller taken along line A-A of Fig. 3(b).
[0015] Figs. 4(a) to 4(c) illustrate a second threading
roller to mesh with the first threading roller in which Fig.
4(a) illustrates a perspective view of the second threading
roller; Fig 4(b) illustrates a front plan view of the second
threading roller; and Fig. 4(c) illustrates a section of the
second threading roller taken along line B-B of Fig. 4(b).
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[0016] Fig. 5 is a side view of a threading head accord-
ing to an embodiment of the invention.
[0017] Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the threading
head of Fig. 5.
[0018] Fig. 7 is a front section view of the threading
head taken along line A-A in Fig. 6.
[0019] Fig. 8 is a rear view of the threading head of
Fig. 5.
[0020] Fig. 9 is a perspective view of a threading turret
with a plurality of threading heads according to an em-
bodiment.
[0021] Fig. 10 is a front plan view of the threading turret
of Fig. 9.
[0022] Fig. 11 is a sectional view of the threading turret
taken along line C-C of Fig. 10.
[0023] Figs. 12(a) to 12(c) illustrate sections of the
threading turret of Fig. 9, in which Fig. 12(a) illustrates a
front detail view of a plurality of threading heads; Fig. 12
(b) is a detail perspective view of a push ram assembly
of the threading turret; and Fig. 12(c) is a detail view of
a plush plate assembly of the threading turret.
[0024] Fig. 13 is a schematic of a machine line accord-
ing to an embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0025] In an embodiment of the present invention,
there is a device configured to create threads on an open
end of a container, such that a threaded cap may be
screwed onto the open end of the container to seal an
opening in the container. In some embodiments, the con-
tainer is a metal (aluminum, tin, etc.) can, and in other
embodiments the container is made of a stress-induced
plastically deformable material. Other embodiments in-
clude methods and systems for utilizing such device(s).
[0026] Figures 1-13 illustrate an apparatus for forming
a thread 20 on an article 10. An article 10 may be a can,
any suitable food or beverage container, jar, bottle or any
other suitable article. The article 10 has a neck 12 with
an open end, an opposite closed end, and a sidewall 14
extending from the closed end. Alternatively, the article
10 may be open at both ends. Threads 20 are formed on
the neck 12 of the article 10. A cap 5, top, lid or other
closure may be added to the article 10 after the threading
process.
[0027] For exemplary purposes only, the below de-
scription will describe the threading apparatus and meth-
od for use on a can 10. It will be recognized that any other
type of article 10 (such as that described above) may be
used.
[0028] Threading describes a process by which raised
helical ribs 20 are formed on the neck 12 of a can 10.
Fig. 1 depicts a group of metal cans 10 in different stages
of a threading operation. In Fig. 1, an embryonic metal
can 10 (center) is depicted prior to the impartment of
threads 20 onto the can 20. Fig. 1 also depicts a threaded
metal can 10 (far right) after the impartment of threads
20 onto the can 10 utilizing a device (a threading head)

50 according to an embodiment.
[0029] Figs. 2 and 5 depict an exemplary embodiment
of a threading head 50 according to a threading embod-
iment, including threading rollers 52 and 54. In some em-
bodiments, roller 52 has a smaller outer diameter 52D
than an outer diameter 54D of roller 54. Threading roller
52 is placed inside the open end of the container 10, and
roller 54 is placed outside the open end of the container
10. In some embodiments of the invention, the threads
59 of the threading rollers 52, 54 mesh, with, of course,
the material of the can 10 interposed in between, as may
be seen in Fig. 5.
[0030] In some threading embodiments, the threading
rollers 52, 54 are mounted on a threading head 50 as
depicted in Fig. 5.
[0031] A brief discussion of how some embodiments
of the threading head 50 operates will now be provided.
In some embodiments, an embryonic (i.e., a can without
threads 20) can 10 is transferred into a threading turret
100 (shown in Fig. 9) and moved into alignment with the
threading head 50. The can 10 is moved so that the
threading roller 52 is positioned inside the openings of
the can 10 and roller 54 is positioned outside the opening
of the can 10, as may be seen in Fig. 5. However, in other
embodiments, the threading head 50 may be lowered
down onto the can 10, and/or both may be moved into
position. The threading turret 100 may be an independent
module or part of a machine line 200, such as shown in
Fig. 14.
[0032] In some threading embodiments, the threading
head 50 actuates to close the threading rollers 52 and
54 onto the periphery of the open end of the can 10. In
some embodiments of the present invention, both thread-
ing rollers 52 and 54 are moved towards each other to
close on the periphery on the open end of the can 10.
For example, when viewed from Fig. 5, the threading
rollers 52 and 54 move in a longitudinal direction (y-plane
along the length of the page) toward each other or away
from each other. Alternatively, the threading rollers 52
and 54 move in two directions, such as in the y-plane
and in the z-plane (into the page). Alternatively, the can
10 is moved towards the threading roller 52 so that the
threading roller 52 is positioned inside the can 10. The
threading roller 52 inside the can is stationary with re-
spect to the can 10 while the threading roller 54 is moved
towards the threading roller 52, and the can 10. In other
embodiments of the present invention, the threading roll-
er 52 moves towards the threading roller 54 while the
threading roller 54 is stationary, and the can 10 is moved
towards threading roller 54. A threading roller 52, 54 is
"stationary" with respect to the can 10. A "stationary"
threading roller 52 or 54 rotates about its axes during the
threading operation, but does not move in the x-, y- , or
z- direction with respect to the can 10. The threading
operation will be described below.
[0033] When the threading rollers 52 and/or 54 are ac-
tuated (or otherwise moved) to close on the periphery of
the neck 12 of the can 10, the threads 20 are then formed
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on the can 10. The thread 20 is formed by rotating the
threading head 50 with respect to the can 10, which is
rotationally stationary with respect to the threading head
50. The threading head 50 moves one or both of the
threading rollers 52, 54 to contact a sidewall 14 of a neck
12 of a can 10 such that the sidewall 14 is between the
respective threads surfaces of the threading rollers 52,
54. The threading rollers 52, 54 impart a sufficient pres-
sure to plastically deform the sidewall 14 of the can 10
to impart a thread 20. The necessary pressure is deter-
mined by the type, material, shape, etc. of the can 10,
among other possible things.
[0034] In other embodiments of the invention, the can
10 is rotated with respect to the threading head 50. In yet
other embodiments of the present invention, both the can
10 and the threading head 50 are rotated with respect to
each other. Any rotation of either the can 10 and/or the
threading head 50 may be utilized to practice the inven-
tion providing that the threading rollers 52, 54 may suffi-
ciently impart threads 20 on the can 10. In other embod-
iments of the present invention, rotation of the threading
rollers 52, 54 simply results from the rotation of the
threading head 50 itself with respect to the can 10, such
that friction between the can 10 and the threading rollers
52, 54 results in rotation of the threads 59. In yet other
embodiments of the present invention, both the can 10
and the threading rollers 52, 54 are rotated. In yet other
embodiments, both the threading rollers 52, 54 and the
threading head 50 are rotated.
[0035] As may be seen generally in some of the figures,
for example, Figs 2-4, the threading rollers 52 and 54
have threads 59 about their outer diameters 52D, 54D.
The threads 59 of the threading rollers 52, 54 mesh with
each other as would be understood in the art, to form the
threads 20 on the neck 12 of the can 10.
[0036] In one embodiment the threading roller 54 may
have a double pitch thread 59, while the threading roller
52 may have a single pitch thread 59. However, in other
embodiments, threading roller 54 could have quadruple
pitch thread 59 while the threading roller 52 could have
a double pitch thread 59, etc. Any thread number, pitch,
and/or size may be used in some embodiments of the
invention as long as the threading rollers 52, 54 will impart
sufficient threading 20 onto a can 10.
[0037] When the threading operation is completed for
a can 10, the threading rollers 52, 54 (one or both) are
actuated to open and may be extracted from the periph-
ery open end of the now-threaded can 10. The threading
head 50 and/or the can 10 is then moved away so that
the can 10 may be sent down the machine (sometimes
referred to as a "production") line 200.
[0038] The following describes some embodiments of
the operation of the threading head 50 in general and the
inner workings of the threading head 50, in particular.
[0039] First, actuation of the threading roller 52 and/or
54 towards and away from each other will be described.
Referring to Figs. 5-8, and any other applicable figures,
the cylindrical body 60 of the threading head 50 includes

an outer threading roll cam 62 and a inner threading roll
cam 64 which are separate components mated to the
cylinder 60. However, in other embodiments of the
present invention the threading roll cams 62, 64 may be
an integral portion of the cylinder 60, being, for example,
machined therein. In some embodiments of the invention,
elements 62 and 64 are identical. Any cam surface that
may be utilized to practice embodiments of the present
invention may be utilized herein.
[0040] Referring to Figs. 5-8, there is a threading head
platform 80 on which the threading rollers 52, 54 and the
associated components (discussed in greater detail be-
low) are mounted. On the platform 80, threading roller
pinion shaft support components 76 and 78 are located.
These support components 76, 78 are respectively linked
to rollers 63 and 65, which interface with their respective
cams 62 and 64. The support assemblies 76, 78 are
spring loaded by a spring 74 such that as the cylinder 60
moves relative to the platform 80 in the axial direction,
and the rollers 63 and 65 move along the surface of the
cams 62, 64. As the rollers 63, 65 move from the cam
sections 62, 64 having a smaller diameter to a larger
diameter, the support assemblies 76 and 78, supporting
the respective threading geared roll pinion shafts 66, 68
are moved outward. That is, the spring force may be re-
laxed somewhat due to the rollers 63 and 65 traveling
into a portion of the cylinder 60 where there is more room
such that the spring 74 may force the support assemblies
76, 78 outward, and thus force the rollers 63, 65 outward.
When the support assembly 76, 78 is moved, the thread-
ing roll pinions 67, 68 are moved, and thus the threading
rollers 52, 54 are moved.
[0041] In some embodiments of the invention, only one
threading roller 52 or 54 is moved while in another em-
bodiment, both threading rollers 52 and 54 are moved
(away from each other and towards each other). In some
embodiments, the outer threading roller 54 is moved out-
ward and the inner threading roller 52 is moved inward
when the cylinder 60 is moved upward with respect to
the platform 80. That is, when the cylinder 60 is moved
upward with respect to the platform 80, for example, in
some embodiments, about seven- or eight-tenths of an
inch, such that the threading rollers 52, 54 move from an
area of the cylinder 60 of lesser cam area diameter to an
area of greater cam diameter, the rollers 65 and 63 are
pushed outward, thus pushing the threading rollers 52,
54 away from each other, and visa versa. (That is, when
the cylinder 60 is moved downward, the threading rollers
52, 54 are moved towards each other.) Various mechan-
ical structures may be implemented to achieve the just
mentioned effects, and thus other embodiments may uti-
lize different mechanical structures. Indeed, in some em-
bodiments of the invention, solenoids may be used to
move the rollers towards and away from each other, etc.
[0042] In some embodiments of the invention, thread-
ing roller pinion shaft support components 76 and 78 are
arranged such that they pivot about the shafts 86, 88 that
support pivot gears 82 and 84, thus, during movement
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of the threading rollers 52, 54 towards and away from
each other, the threading rollers 52, 54 follow an arcuate
path as opposed to a linear path. However, in other em-
bodiments, the structure of the threading head 50 may
be such that a linear path may be utilized. The movement
of the threading rollers 52, 54 is about a tenth of an inch
for each roller 52, 54 (that is, the outer roller 54 moves
1/10 of an inch in one direction, and the inner roller 52
moves about 1/10 of an inch in another direction), al-
though the distance of travel could be more or less (es-
pecially more), in other embodiments.
[0043] As can be seen in Fig. 7, the threader head 50
can also include a link 72 to connect the inner threading
roll pinion shaft support component 78 with the inner
thread roll cam 64. Furthermore, an outer thread roll gear
66 may be included and supported by the outer thread
roll pinion shaft 67.
[0044] The following describes an exemplary embod-
iment of a threading embodiment relating to positioning
the can 10 so that the can 10 may be threaded, and the
static and dynamic relationship between the can 10, the
threading head 50, and the threading turret 100, with re-
spect to a center of rotation of the threading turret 100.
[0045] Cans 10 may be transferred into a threading
turret 100 using the vacuum transfer star wheel method,
by way of example. As will be explained in more detail
below, the threading turrets 100 include multiple thread-
ing heads 50 that are each part of a threading station.
Each threading station may include, in some embodi-
ments, a push plate assembly 120 mounted to a sliding
ram 124, and a star wheel 122. The sliding ram 124
moves the can 10 into a continuously rotating threading
head 50. A push plate assembly 120 may include, in
some embodiments, a plate with a profiled groove to
match the base of the can 10 with a vacuum hole through
the plate to allow suction on the base of the can 10. Any
other push plate assembly 120 may be utilized.
[0046] Referring to Figs. 9-11 and 12(a)-12(c), there
is an exemplary embodiment of a threading turret 100
including threading heads 50 as described above (al-
though other threading turret designs may be utilized in
the threading turret 100). The push plate assembly 120,
according to the embodiments described above, oper-
ates with a vacuum to hold the can 10 to the push plate.
The push plate assembly 120 pushes the can 10 into the
threading head 50 and the can is aligned by the can hold-
er assembly 110. Fig. 11 also illustrates a thread head
drive spindle 137 and a spindle drive pinion gear 139 of
the threading turret 100.
[0047] The turret 100 includes a can holder assembly
110, that, in some embodiments, is not rotating (as op-
posed to the threader turret 100), and is mounted on the
front of the threading head 50 on bearings 128 to decou-
ple rotation of the threader head 50, and includes a ro-
tation arm 130 to prevent rotation of a can stop, as may
be seen in Figs. 5 and 11.
[0048] In an embodiment, the can holder assembly 110
includes an air bladder 140 (Fig. 5) that inflates with air

to effectively grip the can 10 (i.e., the air expands the
bladder 140 to grip the can 10 to hold the can 10 in place).
The inflation air is passed through the rotation arm 130,
shown in Fig. 5. The bladder 140 is inflated after the can
10 is pushed towards the threading head 50 such that
the inner threading roller 52 is inside the opening at the
desired depth (with respect to the longitudinal axis of the
can 10) for threading. Thus, once the bladder 140 is in-
flated, the can 10 effectively will not move. That is, the
can 10 is held stationary with respect to the particular
threading head 50 and station.
[0049] As noted above, bearing 128 decouples rota-
tion of the threader head 50 from the can holder 110.
Thus, after the inflatable bladder 140 is inflated to grip
the can 10, the rotation of the threader head 50 is still
not imparted to the can 10. Regarding the can 10, in some
threading embodiments, a face of the can 10 is always
facing the axis of rotation of the threader turret assembly
100. That is, the revolution of the can 10 with respect to
the axis of rotation of the threader turret 100 is akin to
the revolution of the moon about the Earth - one side is
always facing the axis of rotation of the threader turret
100 as the can 10 travels through the threader turret 100.
Rotation arm 130 is rigidly connected to the turret 100 to
prevent the can 10 from rotating in the threading head
50 station.
[0050] In another embodiment, the push plate 120 and
can holder assembly 110 can act together to prevent the
can 10 from rotating in the threading head 50 station.
The push plate 120 can be coated with urethane rubber,
or any other suitable substance. The spring loaded can
holder assembly 110 preloads and prevents the can 10
from turning in the threading head 50 station. The can
holder assembly 110 applies force on the can 10, but the
can 10 does not move (rotate) because the can 10 is
pushed against the push plate 120 with sufficient force
and friction to prevent any movement of the can 10.
[0051] Regarding the dynamics of the threading heads
50, the threading heads 50 are orbiting about the axis of
rotation of the threader turret 100. The threading heads
50 are rotating about their axis due to the spindle drive
pinion gear 139 connected to the threader heads and a
bull gear 132 about the axis of rotation of the threader
turret 100, shown in Fig. 11. As the threader heads 50
orbit about the bull gear 132, a rotation is imparted onto
the threader heads 50 as a result of gear 139 meshing
with the bull gear 132. In some embodiments, the bull
gear 132 is stationary, although in other embodiments,
the bull gear 132 could be driven to impart variable control
onto the threader heads 50. In some embodiments, ro-
tation of the bull gear 132 at varying speeds varies the
rotation speed of the threading heads 50 accordingly.
Further, in some embodiments of the present invention,
movement of the threading heads 50 are akin to the Earth
with respect to its movement about the sun and the ro-
tation of the earth about its axis. Thus, the threading
heads 50 are both rotating and revolving, but rotating in
a manner such that the face of the threading head 50 is
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not constantly facing towards the axis of rotation of the
threader turret 100. Because the cans 10 are held sta-
tionary within the threading station, and thus revolve in
a manner the same as the threader heads 50, but rotate
differently than the threader heads 50, there is relative
rotation with respect to the cans 10 and the threader
heads 50. It is noted in other embodiments of the present
invention that the cans 10 may be held by the can holder
110 such that the can holder 110 moves to always posi-
tion the face of the cans 10 in the same direction. Because
there is relative rotation with respect to the cans 10 and
the threader heads 50, there is relative rotation with re-
spect to the cans 10 and the threading rollers 52, 54.
That is, in some embodiments of the present invention,
because the threader head 50 is rotating with respect to
the cans 10 (basically, the cans 10 are not rotating with
respect to the threader head 50), the outer threading roll-
er 54 revolves (orbits) about the neck 12 of the can 10,
and the inner threading roller 52 rotates inside the neck
12 of the can 10 (from the threader head 50 point of ref-
erence). The opening of the can 10 rotates between the
inner and outer threading rollers 52, 54.
[0052] In some embodiments, prior to moving the
threading rollers 52, 54 to contact the can 10, the inner
threading roller 52 is approximately concentric with the
opening of the can 10. In other embodiments, the inner
threading roller 52 is not concentric. As long as there is
clearance between the path of movement of the inner
threading roller 52 and the can 10 prior to moving the
threading rollers 52, 54 onto the can 10, such non-con-
centricity is acceptable. Of course, once the threading
rollers 52, 54 are moved toward each other, the inner
threading roller 52 becomes off-center, and the inner
threading roller 52 is no longer concentric with the open-
ing of the can 10.
[0053] As noted above, in some embodiments of the
present invention, the threading rollers 52, 54 do not ro-
tate on their own with respect to the threader head 50.
That is, the threading rollers 52, 54 are not powered.
However, once the threading rollers 52, 54 are actuated
towards the can 10, and thus make contact on the can
10, friction forces between the can 10 and the threading
rollers 52, 54 force the threading rollers 52, 54, which are
mounted on bearings 127 and 129, as may be seen, for
example, in Fig. 5, to begin to rotate (because, as noted
above, the threading rollers 52, 54 are revolving about
the can 10).
[0054] In some embodiments of the invention, when
the threading rollers 52, 54 are rotating, the threader head
50 is configured such that there is a difference in the
rotation speed of the threading rollers 52, 54. By way of
example only, the threader head 50, in Fig. 7, may include
gears 66, 68, 82, 84 that place the threading rollers 52,
54 in gear communication such that the ratio of revolution
between the two threading rollers 52, 54 is two to one.
That is, the gears 66, 68 maintain a ratio of 2:1 of the
inner threading rollers 52 and the outer threading rollers
54. For example, gear 66 is twice is large (i.e., a diameter

twice as big) as gear 68, thus forming a 2:1 ratio. The
ratio is determined by gears 66 and 68. Gears 82, 84 are
change or communication gears. The inner threading roll-
er 52 thus rotates two times for every one time that the
outer threading roller 54 rotates. Of course, in other em-
bodiments of the invention, the ratio may be different.
Any ratio that may be utilized to impart acceptable
threads 20 onto a can 10 may be utilized to practice some
embodiments of the invention.
[0055] As noted above, threading roller pinion shaft
support components 76 and 78 (Fig. 7) are arranged such
that they pivot about shafts 86, 88 supporting pivot gears
82 and 84, thus, during movement of the threading rollers
52, 54 towards and away from each other, the threading
rollers 52, 54 follow an arcuate path as opposed to a
linear path. It will be seen from, for example, Fig. 7, that
the gears 66, 68, 82, 84 that maintain a rotation ratio
between the two threading rollers 52, 54 can tolerate such
arcuate paths due to their layout in the threader head 50
with respect to the pivot points.
[0056] Regarding the number of orbits about the can
10, after the threading rollers 52, 54 "pinch" down on the
can 10, the threading rollers 52, 54 make about four orbits
about the can 10 before being released, providing
enough threads 20 of sufficient quality onto the can 10.
In other embodiments, the number of orbits may be great-
er or less than four.
[0057] It is noted that while in the above described em-
bodiment of the threading assembly, the threading rollers
52, 54 only rotate when they come into contact with the
can 10, and then only due to the relative rotation of the
threading head 50 with respect to the can 10 (and/or
threading station). In other embodiments, the threading
rollers 52, 54 may be powered such that they rotate with-
out the need of relative rotation between the cans 10 and
the threading head 50. Indeed, in other embodiments of
the present invention, the cans 10 could be rotating and
the threading heads 50 could be fixed with respect to the
center of rotation of the threading turret 100. Basically,
any rotation scheme that may be utilized to impart threads
20 onto a can 10 may be utilized to practice some em-
bodiments of the present invention.
[0058] After the threads 20 are formed on the can 10,
the threading head 50 opens (i.e., the threading rollers
52, 54 are retracted away from each other) and the can
10 is retracted from the head 50 by the sliding ram 124
and push plate assembly 120 (Fig. 9). The can 10 is then
transferred to the next operation by a vacuum transfer
star wheel 122.
[0059] Cans 10, according to an embodiment shown
in Fig. 13, are fed into a continuously rotating turret 100
either from an infeed track or from a preceding transfer
turret 210, which may be part of a machine line 200. The
star wheels 122 are arranged to hold the cans 10 in po-
sition using suction. The star wheels 122 may have a
vacuum port formed in a channel portion(s) that are fluidly
communicating with a source of vacuum (negative pneu-
matic pressure) via a suitable manifold. The vacuum is
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delivered to the vacuum ports, and the surface area of
the cans 10, which are exposed to the suction. The vac-
uum is increased to a degree that the cans 10 are stably
held in position as each can 10 passes below the transfer
star wheel axis of rotation.
[0060] It will be recognized that the turret 100 may con-
tain any number of threader heads 50. For example, the
turret 100 may include one, two, ten, or any other suitable
number of threader heads 50.
[0061] It is further noted that some embodiments of
the embodiment include methods of threading a bottle
that would result from utilizing the devices describe here-
in.
[0062] In another embodiment of the invention, the
threading head 50 may used in conjunction with a recir-
culation device of a machine arrangement, such as de-
scribed in U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/787502,
filed March 31, 2006, and related non-provisional appli-
cation of Jim Marshall, et al. that is titled: METHOD AND
APPARATUS FOR BOTTLE RECIRCULATION filed on
the same day as the present application, both applica-
tions are incorporated by reference herein in their entire-
ty. The machine arrangement includes a recirculation
mechanism (device) and a plurality of turrets that operate
on a plurality of cans 10. At least one of the turrets com-
prises an apparatus configured to modify the cans 10 in
at least one modifying operation, such as a threading
operation on a threading turret 100, as the cans 10 pass
from an article infeed to an article discharge of the ma-
chine arrangement. The recirculation mechanism moves
cans 10 from a downstream machine after a first pass
and recirculates the cans 10 back to an upstream ma-
chine in a recirculation (second) pass so that the cans
10, which are recirculated through the recirculation pass,
are again subjected to the at least one modifying opera-
tion (or a variant thereof) in a turret that the cans 10 have
previously passed through in the first pass. In the first
pass, the cans 10 are positioned in a first set of alternating
pockets in a star wheel (i.e, first, third, fifth, etc.). In the
recirculation pass, the cans 10 are positioned in a second
set of alternating pockets in the star wheel (i.e., second,
fourth, sixth, etc.). Each turret 100 may include a thread-
ing head 50 to correspond to each pocket on a star wheel.
Alternatively, a turret 100 may only include a threading
head 50 to correspond to alternating pockets. In an em-
bodiment, when the can 10 is recirculated to a different
(alternating) set of pockets, the threading heads 50 may
have a different diameter, thread depth, or other differ-
ences to correspond to the state of the can 10 after having
undergone modifying operations in the first pass. Thus,
threading heads 50 that operate on cans 10 in the recir-
culation pass are modified to further thread a can 10 after
the can 10 has undergone other modifying operations.
[0063] Given the disclosure of the present invention,
one versed in the art would appreciate that there may be
other embodiments and modifications within the scope
and spirit of the invention. Accordingly, all modifications
attainable by one versed in the art from the present dis-

closure within the scope and spirit of the present invention
are to be included as further embodiments of the present
invention. The scope of the present invention is to be
defined as set forth in the following claims.

Claims

1. A threading head (50) assembly, comprising:

a threading head (50), the threading head in-
cluding:

a first threading roller (52) with a threaded
surface (59); and
a second threading roller (54) with a thread-
ed surface (59); and

a container holder (110) mounted on the thread-
ing head (50) with a rigidly held rotation arm
(130) so that a container (10) held within the
container holder (110) is non-rotatable,
wherein the container holder (110) is configured
to apply a gripping force to grip the container
(10) and configured to remove the gripping force
to release the container (10), and
wherein the container holder (110) holds the
container (10) proximate an open end of the con-
tainer (10).

2. The threading head assembly of claim 1, wherein
one or both threading rollers (52, 54) are movable
with respect to one another, wherein the threading
head (50) is configured to move one or both thread-
ing rollers (52, 54) to contact a sidewall (14) of the
container (10) with sufficient pressure to plastically
deform the sidewall (14) of the container (10) so as
to impart a thread (20) onto the sidewall (14) of the
container (14) when at least one of the threading
head (50) and the container (10) are rotated relative
to one another.

3. The threading head assembly of claim 1, wherein
the threading head (50) is configured to move the
respective threaded surface (59) of one or both
threading rollers (52, 54) towards each other, where-
in both threading rollers (52, 54) include threads on
their respective threaded surfaces (59) such that
threads on the first threading roller (52) interface with
the threads of the second threading roller (54) upon
bringing the threading rollers together.

4. The threading head assembly of claim 1, wherein
one of the threading rollers (52, 54) has a double
pitched thread, and the other threading roll (52, 54)
has a single pitched thread.

5. The threading head assembly of claim 1, wherein
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the threading head (50) is configured such that one
rotation of one of the threading rollers (52, 54) cor-
responds to two rotations of the other threading roller
(52, 54).

6. The threading head assembly of claim 1, wherein
the threading head (50) includes a first cam (62) and
a second cam (64), the first and second cams (62,
64) being configured to push respective first and sec-
ond cam rollers (63, 65) so as to, respectively, push
the first threading roller (52) towards the second
threading roller (54) and to push the second thread-
ing roller (54) towards the first threading roller (52).

7. The threading head assembly of claim 1, wherein
the threading head (50) includes:

a first cam (62); and
a second cam (64),
wherein the first and second cams (62, 65) are
configured to push respective first and second
cam rollers (63, 65), wherein when the first and
second cam rollers (63, 65) are moved outward
along a surface of their respective cams (62, 65),
the first and second threading rollers (52, 54)
move away from each other.

8. The threading head assembly of claim 7, wherein
when the first and second cam rollers (63, 65) are
moved inward along a surface of their respective
cams (62, 64), the first and second threading rollers
(52, 54) move toward each other.

9. The threading head assembly of claim 7, wherein
the first and second threading rollers (52, 54) are
actuated by moving the cam rollers (63, 65) on the
cams (62, 64) parallel to an axis of rotation of at least
one of the threading rollers (52, 54).

10. A threading turret (100) assembly, comprising:

a ram (124),
the threading head (50) assembly of claim 1, and
wherein the ram (124) is configured to drive the
container (10) to be threaded towards the
threader head (50) such that one of the two
threading rollers (52, 54) is positioned inside an
opening in the container (10), and wherein the
ram (124) is configured to move the container
(10) away from the threading head (50) after the
container (10) has been threaded.

11. A threading turret (100) assembly, comprising:

a threading head (50) assembly according to
claim 1; and
a bull gear (132); and
a rotation gear (139) mechanically linked to the

threading head (50) and in gear communication
with the bull gear (132),
wherein relative movement of the rotation gear
(139) with respect to the bull gear (132) imparts
rotation onto the rotation gear (139) and thus
the threading head (50).

12. The turret of claim 11, wherein the bull gear (132) is
configured to rotate, and wherein rotation of the bull
gear (132) at varying speeds varies the rotation
speed of the threading head (50) accordingly.

13. A threading turret (100) assembly, comprising:

a threading head assembly according to claim 1,
wherein the turret (100) includes a bull gear
(132) in gear communication with a gear (139)
connected to the threading head (50), wherein
the turret (100) is configured to orbit the thread-
ing head (50) about a center of rotation,
wherein the threading turret (100) assembly is
configured to impart a rotation onto the threading
head (50) as the threading head (50) orbits the
center of rotation due to the bull gear (132)
meshing with the gear (139) on the threading
head (50) as the threading head (50) orbit, and
wherein the bull gear (132) at least one of does
not rotate and rotates at a speed different from
the rotation of the threading head (50) about the
center of rotation.

14. A container forming device comprising,
the turret (100) of claim 10; and
a recirculation device.

15. The threading head assembly of claim 1, wherein
the container holder (110) includes a bladder (140),
and wherein inflation of the bladder (140) adjacent
to the container (10) provides the gripping force to
hold the container (10), and wherein the threading
head (50) assembly is configured to remove the grip-
ping force by allowing air to leave the bladder (140).

16. A threading turret (100) assembly, comprising:

the threading head (50) assembly of claim 1, and
wherein the rotation arm (130) is rigidly connect-
ed to the turret (100).
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