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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to methods of motion estimation in a sequence of moving video pictures. More
specifically, but not exclusively, the invention relates to methods of motion vector estimation and an apparatus for the
same.
[0002] A prior art motion estimation technique, called "3-D Recursive Search," has been described by Gerard de Haan
and P.W.A.C. Biezen, in "Sub-pixel motion estimation with 3-D recursive search block-matching," Signal Processing:
Image Communication 6, pp. 229-239 (1994). 3-D Recursive Search falls in the class of block-recursive motion estimators.
The algorithm is based on the assumptions that motion does not change much in time, i.e., from field to field. The
algorithm maintains a vector field which is updated on field basis. The vector field is usually similar for a relatively large
region, i.e., for an object. Therefore the motion vectors in the neighborhood of a location are good candidates for the
motion at that location.
[0003] A motion video consists of a sequence of fields. Each field is divided into blocks, e.g., of 16 by 16 pixels. A
motion vector is associated with each block. The motion vector should hold the displacement between the block in the
current frame compared to a previous field or next field. For example, to update the motion vector of block (x, y) in a
current field, a 3-D Recursive Search uses only a limited number of candidate vectors, say five, for the estimation,
namely, some vectors from the previous field, i.e., temporal vectors, some vectors from the current field, i.e., spatial
vectors, and an update of a spatial vector. For each candidate the motion estimation error is calculated. The candidate
with the lowest motion estimation error is chosen as the best motion vector for that block. The algorithm uses the normal
raster scan order to go through the blocks.
[0004] 3-D recursive search estimators are also described by G. de Haan, et al. in "True Motion Estimation with 3-D
Recursive search block matching. IEEE Trans. Circuits and Systems for Video Technology, Vol. 3, October 1993, pp.
368-379; and in "Sub-pixel motion estimation with 3-D recursive search block matching; Signal Processing: Image
Communications 6, pp. 229-239 (1994). Unlike the more expensive full-search block matchers that estimate all the
possible displacements within a search area, this algorithm only investigates a very limited number of possible motion
vectors. By carefully choosing the candidate vectors, a good performance can be achieved, approaching almost true
motion, with a low complexity design.
[0005] Motion estimation is useful in several applications. It is part of predictive coding applications like MPEG-2,
H.263, and the like. As such, the motion vectors are being used to maximize temporal correlation, and therefore, to
minimize the coding error. Motion estimation is also being applied in the field of video enhancement, for example, to
improve the motion portrayal of movie pictures, deinterlacing, or temporal noise reduction.
[0006] Motion can be estimated in several ways. For example, motion estimators include a full-search estimator, block-
matching, object-based methods, and the like. Nevertheless, they all try to maximize temporal correlation by assuming
a certain spatial-invariant motion model. As an example, the 3-D-Recursive Search motion estimator, used in the Phillips
Natural Motion TV sets, estimates translational motion on a block basis.
[0007] In the 3-D Recursive Search Estimator, the candidate motion vectors are selected on a per block basis. An
error function, e.g., a mean squared error or mean absolute difference, is calculated per candidate. A penalty is added
which depends on the candidate type, e.g., spatial or temporal. The penalty per candidate type is spatially invariant, i.e.,
it does not vary with the spatial position of the block. As a result, the use of this type of penalty only may result in
suboptimal coding gain and some artifacts in the picture. A penalty depending on the size of the candidate motion vector
is described by Hangu Yeo et al, in "A cost function with position penalty for motion estimation in MPEG-2 video coding",
ICME 2000, IEEE International Conference on New York, NY, USA, 30.07.2000-02.08.2000, pages 1755-1758.
[0008] It is, therefore, an object of the present invention to provide an improved motion estimation method. It is another
object of the invention to increase the speed of convergence of motion vectors to improve the convergence process.
[0009] The present invention, which addresses the needs of the prior art, provides an improved motion vector estimation
method and a device for the same. The method and the device of the invention are defined in the appended claims.
Other improvements which the present invention provides over the prior art will be identified as a result of the following
description which sets forth the preferred embodiments of the present invention.
[0010] The method according to the invention, which is described below, includes providing a motion estimator which
can select at least two candidate-motion vectors and applying to the selected candidate motion vectors an error function
containing a spatial penalty that depends both on the spatial position of the block and size of the selected candidate.
[0011] A motion estimation device includes means to compare picture blocks of one picture with multiple picture blocks
in another picture. The evaluation is for a block matching algorithm on the basis of regions or blocks, typically but not
limited to 8 by 8 pixels or 16 by 16. Several blocks of another picture are compared with a block in the current picture
for which a motion vector is being searched by comparing the pixel value contained in these blocks. The evaluation is
accomplished by using an error function, for example a sum-of absolute differences (SAD), or a mean-squared-error
(MSE). In the SAD method all or some of the pixel values within the corresponding blocks are subtracted from each
other and evaluated in the error function. Usually, the vector yielding the smallest error is selected as the best match
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providing the best vector. The corresponding candidate motion vector is selected as the motion vector for the current
block. The process starts again for the next block, until all blocks with the current picture are determined.
[0012] "A best vector selector", as used herein, refers to a device or method that selects the nearest matching candidate
vector.
[0013] Useful motion estimators for the present invention include, without limitation, block matching and recursive-pel
types as more particularly described by G. de Haan in "Progress in Motion Estimation for Consumer Video Format
Conversation", IEEE Transactions on Consumer Electronics, vol. 46, no. 3, pp. 449-459, (August 2000). A preferred
block matching estimator useful in the invention is the 3-Dimensional Recursive Search Block Estimator, as described
in U.S. Patent numbers 5,212,548; 5,072,293; 5,148,269, all to de Haan et al. In addition, useful motion estimators for
the present invention, include a motion estimation device as described above which can operate not only on blocks but
regions of any kind of shape including blocks and pixels.

[0014] In selecting the candidate motion vectors, a video picture, F(x,n) were  was considered, where

 defined the spatial position and n the field number, i.e., the temporal position, and F() was the pixel value at
the spatio-temporal position defined by x and n. The motion, d(x,n) for every pixel in the picture was estimated. However,
since the motion estimation process was computation intensive and improvement in consistency with existing motion
estimators was sought, the estimation process was limited to blocks of pixels, typically 8 by 8 pixels. As such, the motion,

d(x, n) was estimated for every 8 by 8 block in the picture wherein  represents the center of a block.
[0015] Again, in order to reduce computational complexity and improve spatio- temporal consistency, only a few,
typical four to five, candidate motion vectors (C) per block were evaluated as described in by G. de Haan and P.W.A.C.
Bizen in "Sub-pixel motion estimation with 3-D recursive search block matching," Signal Processing: Image Communi-
cation, vol. 6, pp. 229-239 (1994). As used herein "spatio-temporal consistency" refers to a consistency in both space
and time. The evaluation was based on calculating an error function, typically a sum of absolute differences, though not
limited to this: 

where B (X,n) is the block of pixels with the center X.
[0016] The candidates were selected from a spatio-temporal neighborhood as more particularly described by G. de
Haan and P.W.A.C. Bizen in "Sub-pixel motion estimation with 3-D recursive search block matching," Signal Processing:
Image Communication, vol. 6, pp. 229-239 (1994). The best match, i.e., the candidate yielding the smallest cost or error,
is selected as the motion vector (X, n) for the evaluated block.
[0017] To further improve the consistency, a penalty, P, was added which depends on the ’type’ of the candidate
motion vector. As such, spatial candidates, i.e., candidate motion vectors that are already calculated in the current
picture, could be given a different penalty then temporal candidates, i.e., candidate motion vectors that are known from
the calculation in the previous picture(s): 

[0018] It has been found that the statistics of motion vectors associated with a video region reveal that the probability
of velocities in the picture depend on the position of the screen. It is, therefore, useful to extend the model described
above for motion estimation. By adding an additional penalty that depends on the spatial position and size, the motion
estimator can be biased towards the found statistics: 

where iCi is the norm (i.e., the ’size’) of the candidate motion vector.
[0019] As an example, the penalty can be relatively large for large candidate motion vectors in picture blocks X towards
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the outside of the picture, and also for small candidate motion vectors in picture blocks evaluated for the center part of
the picture.
[0020] The term P(iCi, X) is not limited to be used by the 3D-recursive search motion estimator only. Any motion
estimator needs to evaluate candidates, which can even be a very large set, according to a certain cost function. The
addition of the candidate size and position dependent term in the cost function allow biasing the motion estimator, and
is therefore, the preferred embodiment of the present invention.
[0021] This relative simple addition to the cost function allows a faster convergence of the motion vector towards the
’real’ one. In this manner a dependency was found that helped to improve the convergence. It is noted that based on
evaluating only a few candidates, it might take several iterations or passes, most often in the temporal direction, before
the real motion vector is found, and convergence is established. Moreover, a faster convergence directly implies an
improved overall average accuracy of the motion vectors.

Claims

1. A method to enhance motion estimation for a video region of a video image, said method comprising:

- providing a motion estimator;
- obtaining at least two candidate motion vectors from said motion estimator, said at least two candidate motion
vectors being associated with said video region; and
- applying an error function having a penalty that depends on both a size of said candidate motion vectors and
a spatial position of said video region within the video image.

2. A device for recursive motion vector estimation for a video region of a video image, which comprises:

- a motion vector generator for generating a plurality of candidate motion vectors, which are associated with
said video region;
- a best vector selector for comparing said candidate motion vectors of said video region, said best vector
selector comprising means for evaluating said candidate motion vectors by applying an error function having
at least a penalty that depends on both a size of said candidate motion vectors and a spatial position of said
video region within the video image.

3. The device of claim 2, wherein the error function is calculated by a function of the sum-of-the-absolute differences
or the mean-squared error.

Patentansprüche

1. Ein Verfahren zum Verbessern von Bewegungsschätzung für eine Videoregion von einem Videobild, wobei das
Verfahren aufweist:

Bereitstellen eines Bewegungsschätzers;
Erhalten von zumindest zwei Kandidat Bewegungsvektoren von dem Bewegungsschätzer, wobei die zumindest
zwei Kandidat Bewegungsvektoren assoziiert sind mit der Videoregion; und
Anwenden einer Fehlerfunktion, welche eine Einbuße hat, welche abhängt sowohl von einer Größe von den
Kandidat Bewegungsvektoren als auch einer räumlichen Position von der Videoregion innerhalb des Videobil-
des.

2. Eine Vorrichtung für eine rekursive Bewegungsvektor Schätzung für eine Videoregion von einem Videobild, welche
Vorrichtung aufweist:

einen Bewegungsvektor Generator zum Generieren einer Mehrzahl von Kandidat Bewegungsvektoren, welche
assoziiert sind mit der Videoregion,
einen bester Vektor Selektor zum Vergleichen der Kandidat Bewegungsvektoren von der Videoregion, wobei
der beste Vektor Selektor Mittel aufweist zum Evaluieren der Kandidat Bewegungsvektoren mittels Anwendens
einer Fehlerfunktion, welche zumindest eine Einbuße hat, welcher abhängt von sowohl einer Größe von den
Kandidat Bewegungsvektoren als auch einer räumlichen Position von der Videoregion innerhalb des Videobil-
des.
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3. Die Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 2, wobei die Fehlerfunktion berechnet wird mittels einer Funktion von der Summe
der absoluten Differenzen oder dem mittleren quadratischen Fehler.

Revendications

1. Procédé pour améliorer l’estimation de mouvement d’une région vidéo d’une image vidéo, ledit procédé comprenant :

- la mise à disposition d’un estimateur de mouvement ;
- l’obtention d’au moins deux vecteurs de mouvement candidats auprès dudit estimateur de mouvement, lesdits
au moins deux vecteurs de mouvement candidats étant associés à ladite région vidéo ; et
- l’application d’une fonction d’erreur ayant une pénalité qui dépend à la fois d’une taille desdits vecteurs de
mouvement candidats et d’une position spatiale de ladite région vidéo dans l’image vidéo.

2. Dispositif d’estimation récursive de vecteur de mouvement pour une région vidéo d’une image vidéo, qui comprend :

- un générateur de vecteur de mouvement pour générer une pluralité de vecteurs de mouvement candidats,
qui sont associés à ladite région vidéo ;
- un sélecteur de meilleur vecteur pour comparer lesdits vecteurs de mouvement candidats de ladite région
vidéo, ledit sélecteur de meilleur vecteur comprenant des moyens pour évaluer lesdits vecteurs de mouvement
candidats par application d’une fonction d’erreur ayant au moins une pénalité qui dépend à la fois d’une taille
desdits vecteurs de mouvement candidats et d’une position spatiale de ladite région vidéo dans l’image vidéo.

3. Dispositif selon la revendication 2, dans lequel la fonction d’erreur est calculée par une fonction de somme des
différences absolues ou d’erreur quadratique moyenne.
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