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(57) The invention relates to a fluid meter (27) for a
fuel dispensing unit comprising a housing (28, 128), par-
tition members (3, 4, 103, 104) arranged in said housing
(28, 128) for reciprocal action, said partition members (3,
4, 103, 104) dividing said housing (28, 128) in a two cham-
bers (40, 41, 140, 141) and an intermediate crankcase
(42, 142), a rotatable crankshaft (11, 111) disposed in
said crankcase (42, 142) and operatively connected to
said partition members (3, 4, 103, 104) such that the

crankshaft (11, 111) is rotated in response to said recip-
rocal action of said partition members (3, 4, 103, 104).
The fluid meter (27) is characterized in that each partition
member (3, 4, 103, 104) is attached to said housing (28,
128) and arranged for said reciprocal action by means
of elastic or flexible deformation. The invention further
relates to a multiple fluid meter assembly (61) comprising
at least two fluid meters (27) as defined above, and to a
fuel dispensing unit comprising a fluid meter (27) or a
multiple fluid meter (61) as defined above.



EP 2 336 733 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

Technical field

[0001] The present invention relates generally to a fluid
meter for a fuel dispensing unit comprising a housing,
partition members arranged in the housing for reciprocal
action, the partition members dividing said housing in a
two chambers and an intermediate crankcase, a rotata-
ble crankshaft disposed in the crankcase and operatively
connected to the partition members such that the crank-
shaft is rotated in response to the reciprocal action of the
partition members. The invention further relates to a mul-
tiple fluid meter assembly comprising at least two such
fuel meters and to a fuel dispensing unit comprising such
a fuel meter or a multiple fluid meter assembly.

Background art

[0002] Fluid meters are widely used for most kinds of
fluids in different application areas. Fluid meters are for
example used in fuel dispensing pumps for retail sale of
motor fuel, providing a means for measuring the quantity
dispensed from the pump. The measured volume is typ-
ically communicated to a register, displaying the dis-
pensed volume and the price.
[0003] A fluid meter commonly used for fuel dispensers
is shown by Ainsworth, US 2,756,726. In this disclosure
a meter having a multiple piston hydraulic motor is used.
Fluid is allowed to enter cylinders and cause reciproca-
tion of the pistons. The pistons are connected to a shaft,
that will rotate as an effect of the reciprocation. A rotary
valve, coupled to the shaft, admits liquid to the cylinders
or permits flow to the outlet connections, in proper timed
relation. The fluid meter utilizes what may be termed "hy-
pothetical" cylinders, mechanically and hydraulically co-
operating with the cylinders and pistons which are struc-
turally existent.
[0004] This is accomplished by arranging the ports and
the rotary valve so as to sequentially admit fluid to both
the crankcase and the ends of the cylinders at the same
time as fluid is withdrawn from the cylinders. The fluid
volume admitted to, or withdrawn from, the crankcase is
the algebraic sum of the volume withdrawn from, or ad-
mitted to, the cylinders. Two pistons, actuated through
the valve mechanism, advantageously 120 degrees out
of phase, thus perform the work equivalent of three pis-
tons. This reduces the actual number of cylinders re-
quired for a given capacity, reduces internal friction and
pulsation, and achieve smoother operation. The two pis-
tons are attached via connecting rods to a crankshaft
with a radially offset crank pin. The crank pin engages a
yoke in each connecting rod so that the reciprocating
movement of the two pistons is transformed into a rotary
motion of the crankcase in accordance with the Scotch
Yoke type principle. To accomplish the phase differences
between the pistons, the two physical cylinders are ori-
ented with an angle of 120 degrees between their re-

spective centre axis.
[0005] The Ainsworth fluid meter has several draw-
backs, as e.g. the requirement of special piston guide
barrels, the arrangement of cylinders and guide barrels
is difficult to mould or cast and machine, and the register
is driven by a shaft extending through the meter housing
with accompanying risk of leakage.
[0006] A similar fluid meter is disclosed by Spalding,
US 5,686,663 and WO 98/49530. This fluid meter aims
at eliminating the drawbacks of the Ainsworth fluid meter.
Thus, the two angled cylinders of Ainsworth are aligned
along a common centre axis to eliminate the bulky con-
struction of Ainsworth. To accomplish the same piston
reciprocity, the crankshaft is modified with an extra crank
arm. The in-line construction is advantageous when sev-
eral meters have to be mounted in one dispenser, which
is the normal case in most modern fuel dispensers.
[0007] The piston fluid meters of Ainsworth and Spald-
ing rely on the reciprocating movement of pistons in cy-
lindrical cylinders for volume measurements. To meas-
ure accurately it is necessary to keep the different cham-
bers of the fluid meter, defined through the division by
the pistons, sealed from each other so that fluid cannot
leak from one chamber to another in the fluid meter. This
is traditionally solved by using gaskets at a radial periph-
ery of the pistons that seal the cylinder volumes from the
crankcase volume by pressing against the inner walls of
the cylinders. The sealing gasket is, however, sensitive
to e.g. particles, pressure peaks and is easily damaged
so that leakage occur between the cylinders and the
crankcase. This leads to increasing measurement errors
as the gasket degrade from damage and leakage in-
creases. Since the fluid meter is driven by the flow, a fluid
meter that leaks through damaged gaskets will show a
smaller flow than recorded by the meter. This leads to
small losses for the fuel station owner, forcing the owner
to increase the fuel price to cover the loss or have the
fluid meter regularly maintained to change gaskets be-
fore they become damaged and thereby avoid the prob-
lem. It is thus desirable to amend current piston fluid me-
ters so as to remove this construction weakness.

Summary of the invention

[0008] It is an object of the present invention to improve
the current state of the art, to solve the above problems,
and to provide an improved fluid meter for a fuel dispens-
ing unit that is more rugged, more accurate, and require
less maintenance. These and other objects are achieved
by a fluid meter for a fuel dispensing unit comprising a
housing, partition members arranged in the housing for
reciprocal action, the partition members dividing the
housing in two chambers and an intermediate crankcase,
a rotatable crankshaft disposed in the crankcase and op-
eratively connected to the partition members such that
the crankshaft is rotated in response to the reciprocal
action of the partition members. The invention is charac-
terised in that each partition member is attached to the
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housing and arranged for reciprocal action by means of
elastic or flexible deformation.
[0009] When the partition members are attached to the
housing wall, the sliding movement of traditional piston
gaskets is avoided. A fluid flowing through the fluid meter
will however still cause a reciprocal action of each parti-
tion member by displacement thereof through elastic or
flexible deformation. An elastic or flexible deformation is
predictable and will not be subjected to frictional damag-
es by particles in the flow as the gasket solution. Elasticity
of the partition member can also absorb pressure tran-
sients that otherwise would threaten to damage the fluid
meter. Sudden pressure variations often occur in fluid
dispensing systems when the user suddenly stop the dis-
pensing procedure.
[0010] According to a further embodiment of the inven-
tion each partition member is sealingly attached to said
housing, e.g. by attaching the entire radial peripheral
edge of the partition member to the inner wall. This will
seal the chamber from the crankcase so that fluid cannot
pass from the chamber to the crankcase. The partition
member will be elastically deformed to follow the recip-
rocating movement of the crankshaft. The absence of
friction between parts in the cylinder will provide a more
robust and rugged construction with less risk of damages
to the partition member that may lead to leakage between
a chamber and the crankcase.
[0011] In the embodiment the partition member is ar-
ranged for reciprocal action by means of elastic defor-
mation it is preferred that the partition members each
comprises an elastic portion made of an elastomer. When
the reciprocal action is achieved by means of flexible
deformation it is preferred that each partition member
comprises a flexible portion made of a material chosen
from the group consisting of: elastomers and enforced
fabric. The choice of material is chosen after the fluid that
is to be measured by the fluid meter. The partition mem-
ber material should not be chemically affected by the
measured fluid. It is also important to use a material that
is elastic or flexible during all measurement conditions
for the fluid meter. A fuel meter in a fuel dispenser must
e.g. be able to function correctly in hot and cold areas of
the world.
[0012] In a further embodiment of the present invention
each partition member comprises a rigid portion made
of a material chosen from the group consisting of: metals
and sandwich constructions. It is advantegous to use a
rigid portion of the partition member where the connec-
tion between the partition member and the connection to
the crankshaft to simplify the connection and/or avoid
friction damages. A large rigid portion will also cause big-
ger fluid movement when moving the partition member
by pushing or pulling in the point of connection to the
crankshaft. When the rigid part pf the partition member
has an area almost as large as the chamber cross sec-
tion, the reciprocating partition member resembels a pis-
ton.
[0013] According to another embodiment of the

present invention each partition member comprises an
elastic portion made of an elastomer the partition mem-
ber material is chosen from the group consisting of: elas-
tomers, metals, sandwich constructions and enforced
fabric.
[0014] According to a still further embodiment of the
present invention the chambers of the fluid meter are
axially aligned along the axis of reciprocal action of the
partition members. The axial alignment of the chambers
is advantageous when manufacturing the fluid meter and
when placing more than one fluid meter in a single dis-
pensing machine. The construction is more compact and
space effective than e.g. using chambers with an angle
of 120 degrees between their respective reciprocating
axes.
[0015] The chambers can be shaped in different ways.
They may e.g. be cylindrical, but could also each have
the shape of a truncated cone. A cone shape could e.g.
be advantageous to reduce the volume in the fluid meter
to approach the volume used in the actual work of the
fluid meter. The cross section of each chamber can be
of any shape, but may in particular be circular, elliptical,
triangular or rectangular.
[0016] According to another embodiment of the
present invention the fluid meter housing comprises at
least one elastically displaceable wall portion. The elas-
tically displaceable element wall portion can absorb sud-
den pressure transients that the elastically deformable
partition member has not already absorbed and that
would otherwise threaten to damage the fluid meter. Rap-
id pressure variations often occur in fuel dispensing sys-
tems when a user suddenly stop dispensing fuel.
[0017] It is preferred that the fluid meter partition mem-
bers are operatively connected to the crank shaft by
means of a first transmission rod associated with one of
the partition members for rotating the crankshaft in re-
sponse to the reciprocal action of said one partition mem-
ber, and a second transmission rod associated with the
other partition member for rotating the crankshaft in re-
sponse to the reciprocal action of said other partition
member, wherein each of the first and second transmis-
sion rods has a slot for receiving a crank pin. It is also
preferred that each transmission rod is attached to the
partition member associated therewith.
[0018] The use of slotted connecting rods, or yokes as
they are also called, is a convenient way to connect the
crankshaft movement to the partition member. A move-
ment of the partition member may be achieved harmon-
ically according to the Scotch yoke principle enabling the
possibility to invoke a perfect sine movement of the con-
necting rods and ideally also of the movement of the
measured fluid.
[0019] In a preferred embodiment each slot in each
respective connecting rod is linear, to relay a linear de-
rivative of the speed of the movement of the connecting
rods possibly producing a perfect sine shape of the move-
ment of the connecting rods. Another possible embodi-
ment is to make each slot in each respective connecting
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rod curved. This could be a required feature to create a
sine shaped movement of the fluid in the fluid meter ac-
cording to the Scotch yoke principle if the partition mem-
ber is not rigid across the entire cross section of the fluid
meter chamber or cylinder. If the partition member is part-
ly elastic and fastened to the chamber wall, as in the
present invention, the movement of the fluid in the cham-
ber invoked by the movement of the partition member,
will not be linear. If the partition member e.g. is fastened
to the inner wall of the chamber along the partition mem-
ber periphery, the partition member will form a cone or a
truncated cone when not being in the position along the
cylinder centre axis where it is fastened to the inner wall.
The expansion of the cone will create an exponential in-
crease in fluid volume moved by the partition member
for obvious geometrical reasons. A slight curvature in the
slot of the yoke or connecting rod can be constructed to
match the un-linearity of the volume change invoked by
the cone shaped partition member. A curvature is pref-
erably made to decrease the speed of the connecting
rods along the respective chamber central axis near their
respective end points in the chambers so that the adjust-
ed speed match the geometry of the partition member
so as to create a linear movement of fluid in the chambers
and thus avoid pulsation problems.
[0020] According to another embodiment of the
present invention the fluid meter partition members are
operatively connected to the crank shaft by means of a
first cam supported by said crank shaft and associated
with one of the partition members for rotating the crank-
shaft in response to the reciprocal action of said one par-
tition member, and a second cam supported by said crank
shaft and associated with the other partition member for
rotating the crankshaft in response to the reciprocal ac-
tion of said other partition member. This embodiment fur-
ther reduces the number of components needed in fluid
meter. Large cam profiles rotating around the crankshaft
will naturally affect both of the chambers, thus requiring
chambers having an angle to each other with respect to
their respective centre axes. Another possibility is to use
two large cam profiles and use chambers that are dis-
placed from one another in the direction of the crank shaft
so that one cam profile can contact only one partition
member at a time.
[0021] According to a still further embodiment of the
present invention the fluid meter further comprises a sec-
ond crank arm, a first connecting rod, associated with
one of the partition members and connected to the first
crank arm for rotating the crankshaft in response to the
reciprocal action of said one partition member, and a sec-
ond transmission rod associated with the other partition
member and connected to the second crank arm for ro-
tating the crankshaft in response to the reciprocal action
of said other partition member.
[0022] An embodiment using a standard crank shaft
assembly with crank shaft, crank arms and jointed con-
necting rods may be preferrable if the fluid meter is sub-
jected to a high degree of wear. The higher rigidity of the

asembly comes at the expense of smoothness in oper-
ation, i.e the axial displacement of the partition members
in the connection point of the connecting rod, will not
follow a perfect sine as is theoretically the case for the
corresponding operation using yoke slots according to
the Scotch Yoke principle.
[0023] Each of the different embodiments of fluid me-
ters mentioned so far may also be bundled into multiple
fluid meter assemblies each comprising at least two fluid
meters. The invention further also involve a fuel dispens-
ing unit for refuelling vehicles, comprising a fluid meter
or a multiple fluid meter assembly as described above.

Brief description of the drawings

[0024] The above objects, as well as additional ob-
jects, features and advantages of the present invention,
will be more fully appreciated by reference to the following
illustrative and non-limiting detailed description of pre-
ferred embodiments of the present invention, when taken
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, wherein:

Fig. 1 a is an exploded diagram of connecting rods
having slotted yokes and a crank shaft having two
crank arms of a fluid meter according to prior art.
Fig. 1 b is a perspective view of a mounted assembly
of the prior art of Fig. 1a.
Fig. 2a is a drawing of the concept of the present
invention where the operative connection between
the crankshaft and the partition members is achieved
using a cam shaft.
Fig. 2b is a drawing of the concept of the present
invention as in Fig. 2a, where the crank shaft is ro-
tated relative the position shown in Fig 2a.
Fig. 3a is an exploded diagram of connecting rods,
a crankshaft having one crank arm, a rotating valve,
elastically deformable partition members, a magnet-
ic wheel and a transducer according to a preferred
embodiment of a fluid meter according to the present
invention.
Fig. 3b is a perspective view of a mounted assembly
of Fig. 2a.
Fig. 4 is a cross sectional view of the fluid meter
according to the invention taken along the axis of the
aligned cylinders, corresponding to the line III of Fig.
2b.
Fig. 5 is a cross sectional view along the line IV in
Fig. 3 of the fluid meter according to the invention.
Fig. 6a is a top view of the rotary valve of the fluid
meter.
Fig. 6b is a cross sectional view of the rotary valve
of the fluid meter according to the invention.
Fig. 7 is a plan view showing the ports of a rotary
valve superimposed over a valve seat of the fluid
meter in Fig. 3.
Fig. 8 is an isometric view of a unitary assembly in-
corporating two fluid meters similar to the meter of
Figs. 1-6.
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Fig. 9a is is an exploded diagram of an alternative
embodiment of the fluid meter according to the in-
vention using traditional crank arms and hinged con-
necting rods.
Fig. 9b is a perspective view of a mounted assembly
of Fig. 9a.
Fig. 9c is a perspective view of a mounted assembly
of Fig. 9a in a different angular position compared
to Fig. 9b.

Detailed description of preferred embodiments of the in-
vention

[0025] Fig. 1 a and 1 b shows a pair of connecting rods,
1, 2, according to prior art (US 5,686,663 to Spalding et
al), each connected to a partition member, 3, 4, in form
of a piston as described in the prior art. The connecting
rods, 1, 2, have Scotch yoke portions, 5, 6, with oblong
yoke slots, 7, 8. The centre axes of the yoke slots are
perpendicular to the centre axes of the connecting rods,
1, 2. To move the connecting rods, 1, 2, and thus also
the pistons, 3, 4, with a phase difference of 60°, as de-
scribed in the prior art of Spalding, the yoke portions, 5,
6, are driven by the two crank arms, 9, 10, of the crank-
shaft, 11 as depicted in Figs. 1 a and 1 b having an angle
of 60° to one another. The partition members 3, 4, have
circular recesses, 38, 39, for receiving gaskets (not
shown). The gaskets are made of a resilient material to
seal cylinder head chambers 40 and 41 from a crankcase
chamber 42. The two partition members 3, 4, thus divide
the cylinder volumes combined with the crank case por-
tion volume in three chambers: the head chambers 40,
41 and the crankcase chamber 42, sealed from each
other by the resilient gaskets with all the drawbacks that
involves as previously described.
[0026] Fig. 2a and 2b show a possible embodiment of
the current invention. It should be noted that details as
chamber end pieses, inlet and outlet valves, channels
connecting the chambers to the valves etc. have been
omitted in Fig. 2a and 2b. Compared to the prior art, the
pistons are replaced by two partitions members 103, 104
in the form of membranes, dividing the housing 128 into
two chambers 140, 141 and a crankcase 142, all sealed
from one another. A rotatable crankshaft 111 is disposed
in the crankcase 142 operatively connected to the parti-
tion members 103, 104 such that the crankshaft 111 is
rotated in response to the reciprocal action of said parti-
tion members 103, 104. In Fig. 2a and 2b the operatively
connection between the crankshaft 111 and the partition
members 103, 104 is achieved by the use of a cam profile
102, having a triangular shape to match a reciprocating
action of the two partition members that is 120° out of
phase. In Fig. 2a, the cam profile has displaced the par-
tition member 104 into the chamber 141 to its dead-end
position pressing fluid out of the chamber 141. When fluid
is instead allowed to flow into the chamber 141 (Fig. 2a)
a pressure will be applied to the partition member 104
towards the crankcase chamber 142. The cam profile

102 will then be forced to move and continue its rotating
motion in the direction of the arrow 105. The cam profile
will as it rotates next begin displacing the partition mem-
ber 103 pressing fluid out of the chamber 140, see Fig.
2b. This cyclic reciprocating movement of the partion
members require that fluid is allowed to flow in and out
of the chambers in a properly timed manner e.g. by use
of a rotating inlet/outlet valve (not shown) similar to the
solution of the prior art. In this embodiment one of the
end positions of the partition members will be in line with
the attachment position 121, 122 of the partition member
to the housing 128. In Fig. 2a and 2b all of the partition
member area 103, 104 is made if flexible material. It
should, however, be noted that the partition members
could have rigid parts, preferably in their middle parts to
increase volume movement in the chambers 140, 141,
142 induced by the cam profile 121 and the partition
members 103, 104. The partition members could also be
made entirely or partly of flexible material, e.g. formed
as bellows to enable flexible deformation during the re-
ciprocating movement of the partition members. Fig. 3a
and 3b shows a preferred embodiment of the present
invention, more similar to the prior art solution, especially
with regard to the operatively connection between the
crankshaft 11 and the partition members 3, 4 than shown
in Fig. 1 a and 1 b. It should be noted that also in Figs.
3a and 3b details as chamber end pieces, inlet and outlet
valves, channels connecting the chambers to the valves
etc. have been omitted to simplify the figures. The volume
in the fluid meter where the partition members operate
is divided into three sections. Two chambers 40, 41 are
placed on either side of a crank case 42. Each chamber
40, 41 has a crank case end near the crank case and a
head end on the opposite side of the chamber 40, 41.
The reciprocating movement is achieved by partition
members 3, 4, having rigid central discs 63, 64 with elas-
tic portions 20, 21 at their respective radial peripheral
edges. Connecting rods 12, 13 connect the partition
members 3, 4 to the crankshaft 11. The connecting rods
12, 13 have yoke portions 14, 15, with yoke slots 16, 17.
The centre axes of the oblong yokes slots, 16, 17, are
each angled 30° compared to the perpendicular direction
to the centre axes of the connecting rods 1, 2 to perform
a reciprocating movement of the partition members, 3,
4, using only one crank arm, 18. The combined angle
between the centre axes of the oblong yoke slots of the
two connecting rods, 12, 13, is 60°. This arrangement of
the yoke slots will invoke a reciprocating movement of
the pistons 60° out of phase. The Figs. 3a and 3b further
show the fastening of the elastic portion, 20, 21, of the
partition members to the cylinder walls by fitting the radial
periphery of the elastic portions, 20, 21, to the recesses,
22, 23 so that the partion member seal the three sections
of the fluid meter from one another. In the Fig. 3a and 3b
the elastic portions, 20, 21, are nearly fully extended and
the partition members are near their dead-end position.
The partition member, 3, is near the head end of chamber
40 while the partition member, 4, is near the crankcase
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end of chamber 41.
[0027] In Fig. 4 the reference numeral 27 designates
a flow meter according to a preferred embodiment of the
present invention. The flow meter 27 includes a flow me-
ter body 28 having a crankcase portion 29 (indicated by
the broken lines) and opposing, axially aligned, first and
second chamber portions, 25 and 26, respectively, ex-
tending outwardly from the crankcase (from the broken
lines). The head ends of the chamber portions 25 and 26
are capped by first and second head end cover plates
30 and 31, respectively.
[0028] A magnetic wheel 32 is connected to the crank-
shaft 11 at the centre of the magnetic wheel 32. A series
of magnetic poles (not shown) are incorporated in the
magnetic wheel 32 angularly spaced about the outer cir-
cumference of the wheel 32.
[0029] A Hall effect transducer 33 having two sensors,
well known in the art, is mounted within close proximity
to the magnetic wheel 32. Due to the proximity of the
sensors to the wheel 32, the sensors can detect fluctu-
ations in the magnetic influence of the magnetic poles of
the wheel 32 when the wheel 32 rotates. In response to
such detection, the transducer 33 generates a pulsed
signal proportional to the rate of rotation of the wheel 32.
The two sensors are, furthermore, horizontally spaced
so that the direction of rotation of the magnetic wheel 32
can be determined by identifying which of the two sensors
first detects the magnetic influence of a particular pole.
[0030] A ball bearing assembly 34 is fitted in a small
bore 35 in the meter body 28. A crankshaft 11 is rotatably
disposed in the bearing assembly 34. The crankshaft 11
has a vertical orientation bearing laterally against the
bearing assembly 34. The upper portion of the crank shaft
11 extends above the bearing assembly 34 and is shaped
to receive a rotary valve more thoroughly discussed with
reference to Figs. 6 and 7 below. A crank arm 18 is con-
nected to the lower portion of the crankshaft 11 and ex-
tends radially outwardly from the crankshaft. A crankpin
19 extends downwardly from the radially outer part of the
crank arm 18 through a first roller bearing 36 and a sec-
ond roller bearing 37, the second roller bearing 37 being
located below the first roller bearing 36.
[0031] The flow meter 27 further includes first and sec-
ond partition members 3, 4, disposed in the cylinders 25
and 26, respectively. First and second connecting rods,
12, 13, drivingly connect the respective partition mem-
bers 3, 4, to the respective first and second roller bear-
ings, 36, 37. The connecting rods 12, 13 are hence con-
nected to the crankshaft via the roller bearings, 36, 37.
The connecting rods 12, 13 are more clearly shown in
Fig. 3a and 3b. The first and second connecting rods,
12, 13 are in this particular embodiment formed from met-
al sheet with yokes portions, 14, 15, which are punched
to provide first and second oblong slotted yokes, 16, 17
for slidingly engaging the respective first and second roll-
er bearings, 36, 37. The oblong slotted yokes, 16, 17 do
in this embodiment have straight central axes with an
angle of 60° between the respective centre axis. The first

and second slotted yokes 16, 17, have centre axes with
angles of 120° and 60°, respectively, to the centre axis
of the axially aligned first and second chamber portions
25 and 26.
[0032] Fig. 7 shows the valve seat 43 as seen from the
top of the flow meter 27 of Fig. 4. The valve seat 43
includes first, second and third arcuate ports, 44, 45, 46,
which each cover an arc about the crankshaft bore 47 of
approximately 80° and are angularly spaced apart ap-
proximately 40° between ports. Referring to both Figs. 4
and 7 the first port 44 is in fluid communication with the
first head end chamber 40 via a first passageway 48
formed in the fluid meter body 28. The second port 45 is
in fluid communication with the second head end cham-
ber 41 via a second passageway 49 formed in the fluid
meter body 28. Referring to Figs. 7 and 5, the third port
46 is in fluid communication with the crankcase chamber
42 via a third passageway 50 formed in the fluid meter
body 28.
[0033] Referring to Fig.6a, a rotary valve 51 is posi-
tioned on top of the valve seat 43 to control the admission
and discharge of a fluid into and out of the first, second,
and third ports 44, 45, 46. The rotary valve 51, with ref-
erence to Figs. 6a and 6b, includes a hole 52 formed in
the center thereof through which the crankshaft 11 ex-
tends for rotatably coupling the valve 51 to the crankshaft
11. Referring to Figs. 6a, 6b and 7, the rotary valve 51
further includes an arcuate inlet port 53 and an arcuate
outlet port 54 axially and radially aligned to alternately
register with the first, second, and third arcuate ports 44,
45, 46 of the valve seat 43 when the valve 51 is rotated
by the crankshaft 11 The ports 53, 54 each cover an arc
about the hole 52 of approximately 100° and are angularly
spaced apart approximately 80° between ports.
[0034] As further shown in Figs. 4 and 5, a mounting
flange (or meter dome) 55 is secured to the top of the
flow meter body 28. A supply chamber 56 is formed in
the flange for supplying fluid to the inlet port 53 of the
rotary valve 51. A supply port 57 formed in the flange
provides fluid communication between the supply cham-
ber 56 and fluid supply lines (not shown). Similarly, an
annular discharge chamber 58 is formed in the flange 55
for receiving fluid discharged from the outlet port 54 of
the rotary valve 51. A discharge port 59 provides fluid
communication between the discharge chamber 58 and
fluid discharge lines (not shown).
[0035] Fig. 7 further depicts one instantaneous posi-
tion of the rotary valve ports 53, 54 (shown in phantom)
superimposed over the first, second, and third ports 44,
45, 46 of the valve seat 43. In operation, the rotary valve
51 is rotated by the crankshaft 11 in a counterclockwise
direction as indicated by the arrow 60. Accordingly, the
inlet and outlet ports 53, 54 sequentially register with
each of the ports 44, 45, 46. As shown in Fig. 7, the inlet
port 53 is registered with the third port 46 and the outlet
port 54 is registered with the second port 45. Registration
of the inlet port 53 with the first port 44 is depicted as
impending. Because each of the ports 44, 45, 46 cover
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an angle of approximately 80° and each of the rotary
valve ports 53, 54 cover an angle of approximately 100°,
each port 44, 45, 46 alternately registers with the inlet
port 53 for 180° of rotation of the crankshaft 1 and then
with the outlet port 54 for 180° of rotation. It can be ap-
preciated that the inlet port 53 or the outlet port 54 may
register with one or two, but not all three, of the ports 44,
45, 46 simultaneously. The ports 44, 45, 46 may, how-
ever, register with only one of the ports 53, 54 at a time.
[0036] To more fully illustrate the operation of the flow
meter 27, and with reference to Fig. 4, it will be assumed
that, initially, the flow meter body 28 is filled with fluid,
the crankshaft 11 is rotated to place the first partition
member 3 in as close proximity to the head cover 30 as
possible (i.e., a "top dead centre" position), the second
partition member 4 leads the first partition member 3 by
a phase angle of 60°, and the rotary valve ports 53, 54
are related to the first, second, and third ports 44, 45, 46
as shown in Fig. 7. A fluid, such as gasoline from an
external source (not shown), is then supplied through the
supply port 57 and passed through the supply chamber
56, the inlet port 53 of the rotary valve 51, and, in accord-
ance with Fig. 7, through the third port 46. The fluid then
flows through the third passageway 50 (Fig. 5) and into
the crankcase chamber 42 where it applies pressure to
displace the second partition member 4 outwardly (away
from the crankshaft 11). The first partition member 3 re-
sists outward movement since it is in a top dead centre
position. The outward movement of the second partition
member 4 expels fluid from the second chamber 41 there-
by causing the fluid to pass through the second passage-
way 49, the outlet port 54 of the rotary valve 51, the dis-
charge chamber 58, and out through the discharge port
to 59 to a discharge line (not shown). The movement of
the second partition member 4 also drives the crankshaft
11 via the second connecting rod 13. Accordingly, the
crankshaft 11 imparts counter clockwise rotation to the
rotary valve 51 and the inlet port 53 begins to register
with the first port 44. Fluid in the supply chamber 48 then
begins to flow through the inlet port 53 of the rotary valve
51 and through the first port 44. The fluid then flows
through the first passageway 48 into the first chamber
40 and applies pressure to displace the first partition
member 3 inwardly (towards the crankshaft 11), thereby
effecting further rotation of the crankshaft 11 and the ro-
tary valve 51. The process continues according the prin-
ciples described herein. As a result, the partition mem-
bers 3, 4 reciprocate in the cylinders 25, 26, respectively,
thereby rotating the crankshaft 11, the attached rotary
valve 51, and the magnetic wheel 32. Fluid is prevented
from flow between the chambers 40, 41, 42 in the fluid
meter due to the sealing by the elastic portions 20, 21 ot
the partition members 3, 4. The sensors in the Hall effect
transducer 33 detect the consequent fluctuation in the
magnetic influence of the magnetic poles on the wheel
32 and generate a pulsed signal which is proportional to
the flow rate of the fluid passing through the flow meter
27. Although not clear from the drawings, it is understood

that the pulsed signal may be employed to drive an elec-
tronic counter and indicator for recording the volume and
total value of fluid, such as gasoline, dispensed through
the flow meter 27.
[0037] The inlet and outlet ports 53, 54 of the rotary
valve 51 and the ports 44, 45, 46 cooperate such that
the volume of fluid admitted to, or withdrawn from, the
crankcase chamber 42 is equal to the algebraic sum of
the volume respectively withdrawn from, or admitted to,
the head end chambers 40, 41. Thus the crankcase
chamber 42 provides what may be termed a "blind" or
"hypothetical" partition member and cylinder, mechani-
cally and hydraulically cooperating with the partition
members 3, 4 which are structurally existent. Thus the
meter operates hydraulically and mechanically like a
three piston meter or hydraulic motor although it only has
the physical components of a two piston meter or motor.
It should be noted that the flow into and out of the flow
meter 27 is substantially constant. This constant flow re-
sults from reciprocating the axially-aligned partition
members 3, 4 60° out of phase and from utilizing yokes
16, 17 as described above, which are substantially har-
monic in conformity with Scotch Yokes.
[0038] It should also be noted that the partition mem-
bers 3, 4; 103, 104, in any of the embodiments disclosed
with reference to Figs 2a, 2b; Figs 3a, 3b; Fig 4, Fig 5
can be entirely made of elastic material or have any size
of the portion that is rigid, the rigid part preferably being
placed in the middle of the partition members 3, 4; 103,
104.
[0039] It is understood that the yoke slots of the inven-
tion, could have other shapes. The yokes may be curved
to accomplish a perfect sine function flow movement or
any modification of a periodic sine function. Depending
on the chosen embodiments of the partition members 3,
4, 103, 104, especially the elastic portion 20, 21, 103,
104, the partition member will form a cone or a truncated
cone when moved from its central position. The cone
shape will naturally induce a progressive increase in vol-
ume movement as a function of movement distance of
the connecting rods 12, 13 in the direction of the central
axes of the chambers 40, 41. To reduce this effect, that
will lead to increased pulsation in the flow through the
fluid meter, the yoke slots 16, 17 may be curved near the
ends to slow down the movement of the connecting rod
gradually from its central position to match the exponen-
tial behaviour of the partition member, 3, 4; 103, 104.
[0040] It is further understood that the chambers 40,
41; 140, 141 can have non-cylindrical shapes depending
on the chosen embodiment of the partition members 3,
4; 103, 104 with regard to how large the rigid part is, if
any. The chambers 40, 41; 140, 141 can be cone-shaped
or have basically any shape as long as the partition mem-
ber deformation can fit in the volume defined by the cham-
bers 40, 41; 140, 141.
[0041] As indicated in Fig.2a and 2b the operatively
connection between the crank shaft and the partition
members can be achieved in many ways. In Fig. 2a and
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2b a cam profile 102 is used to induce the reciprocal
action of the partition members 103, 104. It should, how-
ever be noted that the invention could be realized using
multiple cam profiles or crank arms. If using large indi-
vidual cam profiles for the two partition members, the
positions of the two chambers might have to be shifted
along the crank shaft so that one cam profile only affect
one partition member.
[0042] Fig 9a, 9b and 9c show an embodiment of the
present invention using crank arms 18, 90 with jointed
connecting rods 91, 92 instead of slotted yokes 12, 13
as in the other figures. This solution is conventional from
other technical areas, compare e.g. with the piston ar-
rangement in an internal combustion engine, and is very
rigged. The drawback is that the axial movement of the
partition members 3, 4 will not be according to a perfect
sine shape as in the case of using slotted yokes according
to the Scotch Yoke principle. In Fig. 9a, 9b and 9c the
connecting rods 91, 92 are rigidly connected to the rigid
central disks 63, 64 of the partition members 3, 4. The
slight angular movement of the partition members due
to the changing angle of the connecting rod relative to
the chamber centre axis are allowed by the elastic por-
tions 20, 21, making it possible to omit a hinged connec-
tion. It should, however, be noted that the connecting
rods 91, 92 could be connected via joints as well to avoid
that the rigid central disks 63, 64 of the partition members
3, 4, are angled, thereby avoiding some stress of the
membranes invoked by the angle changes of the rigid
central disks 63, 64.
[0043] It is further understood that the ports 44, 45, 46,
53, 54 may cover arcs of a number of different angles
and, moreover, may have non-arcuate shapes. In the
embodiment of Fig. 2a and 2b where the reciprocal action
will occur three times per revolution of the crank shaft,
the number of openings in the rotary valve and the valve
seat will have to be multiplied by three, so that the rotary
valve has six openings facing the rotary valve (three con-
nected to the inlet and three to the outlet) and so that the
valve seat has nine openings (three outlets and three
inlet openings).
[0044] It is also understood that the deformation of the
partition members 103, 104; 3, 4 during the reciprocating
movement can be achieved by flexible or bendable parts
of the partition members 103, 104; 3, 4. The partition
members can e.g. be constructed by a rigid disc, in the
same manner as the embodiment of Fig. 3a, 3b, 4 and
5, having a flexible parts, instead of the elastic parts 20,
21, that are sealingly attacted to the inner wall recesses
22, 23. The flexible or bendable parts would then function
in a bellow like manner allowing the partition members
103, 104; 3, 4 to reciprocate in their chambers 140, 141;
40, 41, respectively.
[0045] As a result of all of the foregoing, the fluid meter
of the present invention is, thus, compact, yet cost-effi-
cient and mechanically efficient. The lack of gaskets
leads to totally sealed chambers 40, 41, 42 with no leak-
age in between one another.

[0046] It is further understood that multiple flow meters
27 may be integrated into a single assembly to gain sev-
eral advantages over the single flow meter described
hereinabove. For example, a duplex flow meter assembly
61 wherein two fluid meters 27, as depicted in Fig. 8, are
integrated together, would facilitate the construction of
gasoline dispenser pump stations having two, four, six,
or eight gasoline dispensers. Furthermore, a duplex flow
meter 61 would only require a single meter body, meter
dome, and end cover, thereby economizing on manufac-
turing costs. Installation of duplex flow meters 61 is fa-
cilitated as a result of simplified mounting and pipe work
and the reduced cabinet size required to house a duplex
fluid meter. Flexibility is also enhanced because a duplex
flow meter could also serve a single hose outlet at twice
the speed of delivery of a single unit flow meter.
[0047] It is still further understood that the supply port
and the discharge port may instead be utilized as dis-
charge and supply ports respectively. Furthermore, the
supply and discharge lines connected thereto may be
arranged for measuring the volume of any fluid that flows
through any line. For example, in addition to measuring
a fluid, such as gasoline, that flows from a dispenser, the
meter could be used to measure the volume of water
flowing from a pipe into a structure such as a residential
house or other building.
[0048] It is understood that other variations in the
present invention are contemplated and in some instanc-
es, some features of the invention can be employed with-
out a corresponding use of other features. Accordingly,
it is appropriate that the appended claims be construed
broadly in a manner consistent with the scope of the in-
vention.

Claims

1. A fluid meter (27) for a fuel dispensing unit compris-
ing:

a housing (28; 128),
partition members (3, 4; 103, 104) arranged in
said housing (28; 128) for reciprocal action, said
partition members (3, 4; 103, 104) dividing said
housing (28; 128) in two chambers (40, 41; 140,
141) and an intermediate crankcase (42; 142),
a rotatable crankshaft (11; 111) disposed in said
crankcase (42; 142) and operatively connected
to said partition members (3, 4; 103, 104) such
that the crankshaft (11; 111) is rotated in re-
sponse to said reciprocal action of said partition
members (3, 4; 103, 104),
characterised in that
each partition member (3, 4; 103, 104) is at-
tached to said housing (28; 128) and arranged
for said reciprocal action by means of elastic or
flexible deformation.
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2. A fluid meter (27) according to claim 1, wherein each
partition member (3, 4; 103, 104) is sealingly at-
tached to said housing (28; 128).

3. A fluid meter (27) according to any of claims 1 or 2,
wherein each partition member (3, 4; 103, 104) com-
prises an elastic portion (20, 21) made of an elas-
tomer.

4. A fluid meter (27) according to any of claims 1- 3,
wherein each partition member (3, 4; 103, 104) com-
prises a flexible portion made of a material chosen
from the group consisting of: elastomers and en-
forced fabric.

5. A fluid meter (27) according to any of claims 1- 4,
wherein each partition member (3, 4; 103, 104) com-
prises a rigid portion (63, 64) made of a material cho-
sen from the group consisting of: metals and sand-
wich constructions.

6. A fluid meter (27) according to any one of claims 1-5,
wherein the chambers (40, 41; 140, 141) are cylin-
drical.

7. A fluid meter (27) according to any one of claims 1-6,
wherein the chambers (40, 41; 140, 141) each has
a shape of a truncated cone.

8. A fluid meter (27) according to any one of claims 6-7,
wherein the chambers (40, 41; 140, 141) each has
a cross section which is circular, elliptical, triangular
or rectangular.

9. A fluid meter (27) according to any one of claims 1-8,
wherein the partition members (3, 4; 103, 104) are
operatively connected to the crank shaft (11; 111)
by means of
a first transmission rod (12) associated with one of
the partition members (3) for rotating the crankshaft
(11) in response to the reciprocal action of said one
partition member (3), and
a second transmission rod (13) associated with the
other partition member (4) for rotating the crankshaft
(11) in response to the reciprocal action of said other
partition member (4),
wherein each of the first and second transmission
rods (12, 13) has a slot (16, 17) for receiving a crank
pin (19) arranged on a crank arm (18).

10. A fluid meter (27) according to claim 9, wherein said
each slot (16, 17) is linear.

11. A fluid meter (27) according to claim 9, wherein said
each slot (16, 17) is curved.

12. A fluid meter (27) according to claim 1-8, wherein
the partition members (3, 4; 103, 104) are operatively

connected to the crank shaft (11; 111) by means of
at least one cam supported by said crank shaft (11;
111) and associated with at least one of the partition
members (3, 4; 103, 104) for rotating the crankshaft
(11; 111) in response to the reciprocal action of said
partition members (3, 4; 103, 104).

13. A fluid meter (27) according to claim 1-8, further com-
prising a second crank arm (90),
a first connecting rod (91) associated with one of the
partition members (3) and connected to the first
crank arm (18) for rotating the crankshaft (11) in re-
sponse to the reciprocal action of said one partition
member (3), and
a second transmission rod (92) associated with the
other partition member (4) and connected to the sec-
ond crank arm (90) for rotating the crankshaft (11)
in response to the reciprocal action of said other par-
tition member (4).

14. A multiple fluid meter assembly comprising at least
two fluid meters according to any of the claims 1-13.

15. A fuel dispensing unit for refuelling vehicles, char-
acterised in that it comprises a fluid meter as
claimed in any one of claims 1 - 13 or a multiple fluid
meter assembly according to claim 14.
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