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(54) Signal detection in the presence of a jamming signal

(57) A signal is detected and an unwanted jamming
signal is removed from the detected signal. Respective
first, second and third correlations between a received
signal and signals at first, second and third frequencies
are determined over a plurality of taps. The second fre-
quency is higher than the first frequency and lower than
the third frequency, and is equally spaced from the first
and third frequencies. The second frequency is adapted

to a frequency of the received signal such that peaks in
the first and third correlations after corresponding adap-
tation of the first and third frequencies have substantially
equal magnitudes. A difference is determined between
non-peak magnitudes of the first and third correlations;
and at least one of the correlations is compensated for
the effects of the jamming signal, based on said differ-
ence.
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Description

[0001] This invention relates to signal detection, and
in particular to signal detection in the presence of a jam-
ming signal.
[0002] In the case of a Global Navigation Satellite Sys-
tem (GNSS), such as the Global Positioning System
(GPS), user equipment devices are used to detect radio
signals transmitted by satellites in earth orbits.
[0003] Each satellite transmits signals at a frequency
of 1575.42 MHz, referred to as the L1 frequency. GPS
user equipment devices therefore include receivers for
receiving these signals, and for extracting the information
that allows the position of the device to be deduced. Such
GPS receivers are known to be vulnerable to carrier wave
(CW) signals within the GPS L1 frequency spectrum.
These signals can "jam" the GPS receiver, and either
reduce or prevent its ability to acquire and track the GPS
satellite signals. Such "jamming" signals can be locally
generated, possibly even from within the user’s own plat-
form, or radiated from other equipment in the local vicin-
ity. In the vast majority of cases, these "jamming" signals
are unintentional, often being a byproduct of the partic-
ular equipment design. For example, the "jamming sig-
nal" might be a harmonic of the fundamental clock fre-
quency generated in the device. Without sufficient filter-
ing in place, the harmonic signals might be radiated and
picked up by the GPS receiver.
[0004] It is possible to remove "jamming" signals using
hardware or discrete filters. However, some existing
mass market GPS user equipment devices have inade-
quate hardware filters for some applications. After man-
ufacture, adding further hardware filters is not a cost ef-
fective option, but it is possible to improve the perform-
ance of such devices by downloading software upgrades.
[0005] According to a first aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a method of detecting a signal and
removing an unwanted signal from the detected signal,
the method comprising:

determining respective first, second and third corre-
lations over a plurality of taps between a received
signal and signals at first, second and third frequen-
cies, wherein the second frequency is higher than
the first frequency and lower than the third frequency,
and is equally spaced from the first and third frequen-
cies;
adapting the second frequency to a frequency of the
received signal such that peaks in the first and third
correlations after corresponding adaptation of the
first and third frequencies have substantially equal
magnitudes;
characterized by:

determining a difference between non-peak
magnitudes of the first and third correlations;
and
compensating at least one of the correlations for

the effects of a jamming signal, based on said
difference.

[0006] This has the advantage that the signal detection
can be improved, because the second frequency can be
more accurately adapted to the frequency of the received
signal if the effect of the jamming signal is removed from
the correlation values used in the adaption.
[0007] According to a second aspect of the invention,
there is provided a receiver operating in accordance with
the method of the first aspect.

Brief description of drawings

[0008]

Figure 1 is a block schematic diagram showing a
GPS receiver in accordance with an aspect of the
present invention.

Figure 2 illustrates a stage in the operation of the
receiver of Figure 1.

Figure 3 illustrates a second stage in the operation
of the receiver of Figure 1.

Figure 4 illustrates a third stage in the operation of
the receiver of Figure 1.

Figure 5 is a block diagram, illustrating the data flow
in a method in accordance with an aspect of the
present invention.

Detailed description

[0009] Figure 1 shows a GPS user equipment device
10 in the form of a communications device such as a
mobile phone, personal computer, tracking device, or the
like.
[0010] The user equipment device 10 in this embodi-
ment comprises a cellular communication unit 12 and a
Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) receiver unit
14, such as a Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver
unit. Many features of these units are conventional, and
will not be described further herein, except to the extent
that that is necessary for an understanding of the present
invention.
[0011] The cellular communication unit 12 comprises
a transceiver 16, connected to a modem 18 and a proc-
essor 20, such that the cellular communication unit 12
can communicate through an antenna 22 with a base
station 24 of a cellular communications network.
[0012] The GPS receiver unit 14 has receiver circuitry
24, connected to an antenna 26, for receiving signals
from a satellite 28. The receiver circuitry 24 is also con-
nected to a modem 30, which is connected in turn to a
processor 32, which is configured to extract data from
received GPS signals, in order to be able to determine
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the location of the unit. The processor 32 operates on
the basis of algorithms stored in a memory 34. The loca-
tion is then displayed on a display unit 36, for example
in graphical form.
[0013] In order to be able to demodulate the received
GPS signals, and extract the GPS data from them, in
particular at low signal levels, it is advantageous to de-
modulate the signals using a signal at a frequency that
is as close as possible to that of the received GPS signals.
The frequency of the received signals is not exactly the
same as the frequency of the transmitted signals, be-
cause of Doppler effects caused by the relative move-
ment of the satellite 28 and the unit 14.
[0014] This illustrated embodiment of the invention
therefore includes a tracking unit, comprising a frequency
generator 50, which generates signals at three frequen-
cies. The centre frequency is intended to be as close as
possible to the frequency of the signals received by the
GPS receiver unit 14, taking account of Doppler effects.
Upper and lower frequency signals are also generated,
at frequencies that are respectively higher and lower than
the centre frequency by a fixed frequency margin, for
example in the region of 20Hz.
[0015] The lower frequency signal, the centre frequen-
cy signal and the upper frequency signal are passed to
the respective first inputs of three correlators 52, 54, 56.
The received GPS signal, detected by the receiver cir-
cuitry 24, is passed to the respective second inputs of
each of the three correlators 52, 54, 56.
[0016] Output signals from the correlators 52, 54, 56
are then passed to the processor 32.
[0017] Detection of the location of the unit 14 is then
determined by the processor 32 based on algorithms de-
scribed in more detail below. The algorithms can be
downloaded in the form of computer readable code via
the cellular communications network using the cellular
communication unit 12 and stored in the memory 34. Al-
ternatively, the algorithms can be stored in the device in
the form of computer readable code at the time of man-
ufacture of the device.
[0018] Figure 2 is a schematic illustration of the oper-
ation of the frequency generator 50 and the correlators
52, 54, 56, as they act to track the GPS signal at low
signal levels.
[0019] As mentioned above, three frequencies are
generated locally, separated by typically 20 Hz. The cen-
tre one is set to be as close as possible to the anticipated
Doppler frequency of the GPS satellite. The three corre-
lators 52, 54, 56 then perform respective incoherent cor-
relations between the received signal and all three of the
locally generated frequencies. For each of the three fre-
quencies, correlation is performed across 24 code taps,
typically separated by a quarter chip of code phase. This
gives a visibility of a range of 6 chips, corresponding to
a physical distance in the order of 1800 meters. This al-
lows the device to detect direct signals, but also reflected
signals that will have a greater path length from the sat-
ellite than the direct line of sight signal.

[0020] The receiver software then attempts to maintain
the peak code signal in the eighth tap of the 24 tap code
array. Figure 2 shows, schematically, the typical outputs
of these correlators.
[0021] In Figure 2, the output of the first correlator 52,
corresponding to the lower frequency signal, is shown
by the reference numeral 82, the output of the second
correlator 54, corresponding to the centre frequency sig-
nal, is shown by the reference numeral 84, and the output
of the third correlator 56, corresponding to the upper fre-
quency signal, is  shown by the reference numeral 86.
As described above, each of these outputs has a peak,
and the timings of the signals are adjusted so that the
peak appears on the eighth tap.
[0022] The outputs of the first correlator 52 and the
third correlator 56 are fed back to the frequency generator
50 as part of a frequency lock loop.
[0023] Thus, the output of the second correlator 54 has
a higher peak than either of the outputs of the first cor-
relator 52 and the third correlator 56, reflecting the fact
that the centre frequency is the closest of the three fre-
quencies to the Doppler frequency of the received sig-
nals.
[0024] The lower and upper frequencies are spaced
equally from the centre frequency and so, when the peaks
of the outputs of the first correlator 52 and the third cor-
relator 56 are the same height (as shown in Figure 2),
this indicates that the upper and lower frequencies are
equidistant from the Doppler frequency of the received
signals, and hence that the centre frequency is very close
to the frequency of the received signals.
[0025] In the event that there is any change in the fre-
quency of the received signals, for example due to a
change in velocity of the unit, then this frequency moves
closer to either the upper frequency or the lower frequen-
cy. As a result, a difference arises in the heights of the
peaks in the correlator outputs 82, 86. The frequency
generator 50 detects this difference, and adjusts the cen-
tre frequency so that the heights of the peaks in the cor-
relator outputs 82, 86 remain equal. This ensures that
the centre frequency remains very close to the frequency
of the received signals.
[0026] The output of the correlator 54 is then used on
that basis to make pseudorange measurements in the
processor 32 in a conventional manner.
[0027] However, this feedback loop is unable to oper-
ate correctly if a carrier wave (CW) jamming signal is
present, and is within a few tens of Hz of any of the three
locally generated frequencies. When a jamming signal
is present in the band of one of the three frequencies, it
has the effect of increasing the count of each tap of the
affected frequency. All 24 code taps of the associated
frequency are affected to a similar degree as a pure CW
jamming signal has no pseudo-random code associated
with its signal.
[0028] Thus, the effect of the jamming signal is illus-
trated in Figure 3. In Figure 3, the output of the first cor-
relator 52, corresponding to the lower frequency signal,
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is shown by the reference numeral 92, the output of the
second correlator 54, corresponding to the centre fre-
quency signal, is shown by the reference numeral 94,
and the output of the third correlator 56, corresponding
to the upper frequency signal, is shown by the reference
numeral 96. As before, each of these outputs has a peak,
and the timings of the signals are adjusted so that the
peak appears on the eighth tap.
[0029] However, in this illustrated case, there is a jam-
ming signal at a frequency close to the upper frequency,
and this has had the effect of increasing the correlation
count value for all code taps of the third correlator 56.
[0030] It can therefore be seen that the peak in the
output 96 of the third correlator 56 is now higher than the
peak in the output 92 in the output of the first correlator 52.
[0031] The effect of this is that, when the outputs of
the first correlator 52 and the third correlator 56 are fed
back to the frequency generator 50, the frequency gen-
erator adjusts the three frequencies in order to equalise
the heights of the peaks in these two outputs.
[0032] This is illustrated in Figure 4, in which the output
of the first correlator 52, corresponding to the lower fre-
quency signal, is shown by the reference numeral 102,
the output of the second correlator 54, corresponding to
the centre frequency signal, is shown by the reference
numeral 104, and the output of the third correlator 56,
corresponding to the upper frequency signal, is shown
by the reference numeral 106.
[0033] Thus, it can be seen that the peaks of the out-
puts of the first correlator 52 and the third correlator 56
are the same height, but this has been achieved only by
adjusting the centre frequency so that it is less close to
the frequency of the received signals.
[0034] Thus, the method according to the present in-
vention seeks to mitigate this problem by removing at
least some of the effects of a jamming signal on the cor-
relator outputs.
[0035] Figure 5 illustrates the relevant data flows 120.
[0036] Over a first detection period, namely one 20ms
data period of the satellite signals, the correlators 52, 54,
56 produce correlations in the complex I, Q domain (that
is, with in-phase and quadrature components) on a co-
herent basis. These correlation values are passed to re-
spective magnitude detection blocks 122, 124, 126.
[0037] However, when there are obstructions between
the user and the satellites, for example when the GPS
receiver is indoors, the GPS signals can be heavily at-
tenuated. Under these conditions, coherent phase lock
to the GPS satellite signal is not normally possible, and
tracking can typically only be achieved by incoherently
correlating over a second period of time, which may be
up to several seconds. At these indoor GPS signal levels,
the tracking is affected by jamming signals at much lower
levels. For example, performance can start to degrade
once the jamming signal power exceeds a level that is
more than 10 dB less than the satellite signal.
[0038] A signal strength detection block 128 deter-
mines the strength of the received GPS signal. Based on

this determination, the duration of the second, incoher-
ent, period is determined. As mentioned above, the in-
coherent period can be up to several seconds when the
received signal is very weak, or can in principle be equal
to the first, coherent, detection period of 20ms if the signal
is strong enough
[0039] The magnitudes determined by the magnitude
detection blocks 122, 124, 126 are passed to respective
adders 130, 132, 134, which sum their respective inputs
over the duration of the incoherent period, as determined
by the strength detection block 128.
[0040] The outputs of the adders 130, 132, 134 are
passed to respective average base value calculators
136, 138, 140.
[0041] The outputs of the adders 130, 132, 134 are the
magnitudes of the outputs of the correlators 52, 54, 56,
summed over the incoherent period. As such, these out-
puts have the general form shown in Figure 4. It is there-
fore necessary to estimate the power of the jamming sig-
nal contained in each of the three frequencies of code
tap arrays.
[0042] This estimate relies on the assumption that the
jamming signal affects all code taps of a specific frequen-
cy to a similar degree. Thus, as shown in Figure 4, there
is a  jamming signal at a frequency close to the upper
frequency, and this has had the effect of increasing the
correlation count value for all code taps of the third cor-
relator 56.
[0043] The base value calculators 136, 138, 140 de-
termine the count values of the respective correlator out-
puts, at tap values where these are not influenced by the
received satellite signal. Thus, a subset of the tap values
is considered. In this illustrated example, where the peak
is controlled so that it appears at the eighth tap, all taps
before the eighth are ignored for this purpose, because
they might include the effect of reflected signals. In ad-
dition, taps within one chip period of the peak are also
ignored, because they will be influenced by the received
satellite signal. In this case, the taps are separated by
one quarter of a chip period, and so it is only taps after
the twelfth that are considered when determining the re-
spective base values.
[0044] Figure 4 shows the forms of the correlator out-
puts in a schematic, idealised form, but it will be appre-
ciated that in practice there will be variation in the count
values at different taps.
[0045] Thus, the base value calculators 136, 138, 140
determine the count values of the respective correlator
outputs, averaged across the tap values of the subset of
the tap values that is being considered.
[0046] In this example, the outputs 102, 104 are not
influenced by the jamming signal, and so they each have
the base value L1. However, the output 106 is influenced
by the jamming signal, and so it has the higher base value
L2.
[0047] The three base values determined by the base
value calculators 136, 138, 140 are passed to a minimum
determining block 142, which determines the lowest of
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these three base values. Of course, in this illustrated ex-
ample, the smallest base value, L1, applies to two of the
outputs.
[0048] The three base values determined by the base
value calculators 136, 138, 140 are also passed to the
respective first inputs of subtractors 144, 146, 148, and
the lowest value calculated by the minimum determining
block 142 is passed to the respective second inputs of
the subtractors 144, 146, 148. The result, in each case,
is the increase in the base level, caused by the influence
of the jamming signal. Thus, in this illustrated  example,
the result of the subtraction is zero in the case of the
lower and centre frequencies, but is equal to (L2 - L1) in
the case of the upper frequency.
[0049] The outputs of the subtractors 144, 146, 148
thus represent the effect of the jamming signal over the
whole incoherent period, and they are passed to respec-
tive dividers 150, 152, 154. The purpose of the dividers
150, 152, 154 is to determine the effect of the jamming
signal in each 20ms coherent detection period. Thus, the
signal strength detection block 128, which determined
the length of the incoherent period, supplies a signal to
an incoherent to coherent scaling block 156, which de-
termines the ratio of the lengths of the incoherent period
and the coherent period. That is, when the incoherent
period is equal to the coherent period, this ratio is equal
to one, while, when the incoherent period is 2s while the
coherent period is 20ms, this ratio is 100.
[0050] This ratio is passed to the dividers 150, 152,
154, and used to divide the outputs of the subtractors
144, 146, 148. Thus, the result of the division represents
the effect of the jamming signal in each 20ms coherent
detection period. The outputs of the dividers 150, 152,
154 are passed to respective delay units 158, 160, 162,
where they are stored during the whole of the next inco-
herent period, and passed as inputs to respective sub-
tractors 164, 166, 168 throughout that incoherent period.
[0051] The other inputs of the subtractors 164, 166,
168 receive inputs from the magnitude detection blocks
122, 124, 126. As noted above, the magnitude detection
blocks produce an output value during each 20ms co-
herent detection period. Thus, the output of each divider
150, 152, 154 is subtracted from the corresponding mag-
nitude value produced by the respective magnitude de-
tection block 122, 124, 126 during each coherent detec-
tion period during the appropriate incoherent period.
[0052] The jamming signal and the satellite signal are
correlated in the complex I, Q domain, whereas the in-
coherent measurements are made in the magnitude do-
main. Hence the jamming signal can in fact both add to,
and subtract from, the satellite signal, in the coherent
period. To compensate for this, it is possible to subtract
only a portion of the detected jamming signal from the
incoherent period during each subsequent coherent pe-
riod.
[0053] Thus, this removes at least some of the effects
of the jamming signal. The results are passed to the FLL
filter 170. The block represented as the FLL filter 170 is

a software  algorithm that enables the frequency gener-
ated by the frequency generator 50 to be kept aligned
with the Doppler frequency of the signal received from
the satellite 28, as described above with reference to
Figure 2. In general terms, the frequency generator 50
is able to adapt the centre frequency based on a frequen-
cy error that is indicated by the relative heights of the
peaks in the correlations at the upper and lower frequen-
cies, using correlations which have been adjusted as de-
scribed here to remove the effects of the jamming signal.
[0054] Thus, the method described in this example de-
termines the effect of the jamming signals over the whole
of an incoherent period, and then applies the results dur-
ing every coherent period of the following incoherent pe-
riod. This latency means that the method is unable to
deal with the effects of rapidly varying jamming signals,
for example when the unit is accelerating rapidly. How-
ever, the low level of jamming signals relative to the ran-
dom noise in the signal means that jamming signals will
typically not be detectable within a 20 ms interval, and
so it is not always possible to determine (and hence re-
move) the effect of the jamming signal in each individual
coherent period.
[0055] In addition to mitigating the effects of the jam-
ming signal, and thus improving the accuracy of the cen-
tre frequency, the magnitude of the jamming signal can
also calculated, allowing determination of the Jammer to
Noise ratio (JNR), which can then be output for informa-
tion. The JNR figure is calculated from the non peak cor-
relations of all three frequencies, for example Jammer to
Noise power (in dB Hz) is calculated as 6 times log (base
2) (Jammer Power / Noise Power), where the Jammer
Power and Noise Power are read from the magnitude
detectors 122, 124, 126, and normalized to a one second
period. As all three frequencies are used, a large JNR
figure could be published when the jammer is coincident
with the centre frequency. For example, the calculated
JNR figure can be used when estimating the degradation
of the signal in the Position Engine in which the GPS
signals are used.
[0056] When there are no obstructions between the
users GPS antenna and the satellite, the received signal
power will be strong, and the receiver will be able to main-
tain a coherent phase lock on the satellite signals. With
strong GPS signals, jamming occurs only infrequently,
and generally, the receivers will not be affected by jam-
ming signals until the magnitude of the jamming signal
approaches that of the GPS satellite signal. The use of
software algorithms is thus of maximum benefit when the
GPS signals are  low level, i.e. less than 25 dB Hz, and
jamming signals are present between this level and 10
dB below this level.
[0057] There is therefore disclosed a method that mit-
igates the effect of jamming signals, and hence enables
lock to be maintained on the satellite, and hence meas-
urements to be available, in circumstances where the
signal lock might otherwise have been lost due to the
influence of the jamming signals.
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Claims

1. A method of detecting a signal and removing an un-
wanted signal from the detected signal, the method
comprising:

determining respective first, second and third
correlations over a plurality of taps between a
received signal and signals at first, second and
third frequencies, wherein the second frequency
is higher than the first frequency and lower than
the third frequency, and is equally spaced from
the first and third frequencies;
adapting the second frequency to a frequency
of the received signal such that peaks in the first
and third correlations after corresponding adap-
tation of the first and third frequencies have sub-
stantially equal magnitudes;
characterized by:

determining a difference between non-peak
magnitudes of the first and third correla-
tions; and
compensating at least one of the correla-
tions for the effects of a jamming signal,
based on said difference.

2. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the step of
determining the difference between non-peak mag-
nitudes of the first and third correlations comprises
determining a difference between magnitudes of the
first and third correlations at tap positions corre-
sponding to signals arriving before the respective
peaks.

3. A method as claimed in claim 2, wherein the step of
determining the difference between non-peak mag-
nitudes of the first and third correlations comprises
determining a difference between average magni-
tudes of the first and third correlations over a range
of tap positions corresponding to signals arriving be-
fore the respective peaks.

4. A method as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein
the steps of determining the difference between non-
peak magnitudes of the first and third correlations;
and compensating at least one of the correlations
for the effects of a jamming signal, based on said
difference, comprise:

determining non-peak magnitudes of the first,
second third correlations;
determining a lowest of the non-peak magni-
tudes of the first, second third correlations;
selecting said lowest of the non-peak magni-
tudes of the first, second third correlations from
each of the non-peak magnitudes of the first,
second third correlations to form respective dif-

ferences; and
subtracting the respective differences from the
magnitudes of the first, second third correla-
tions.

5. A method as claimed in any preceding claim, further
comprising:

determining said first, second and third correla-
tions during each of a plurality of first periods;
determining a duration for a second period,
based on a signal strength of the received signal,
said second period extending over at least one
first period;
determining said difference between the non-
peak magnitudes of the first and third correla-
tions over a second period; and
compensating at least one of the correlations for
the effects of a jamming signal, based on said
difference, during the or each first period of a
following second period.

6. A method as claim in any preceding claim, compris-
ing using the adapted second frequency for demod-
ulating the signal for detection from the received sig-
nal.

7. A method as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein
the received signal is a signal from a satellite navi-
gation system.

8. A receiver, for detecting a signal and removing an
unwanted signal from the detected signal, the receiv-
er comprising:

at least one correlator for determining respective
first, second and third correlations over a plural-
ity of taps between a received signal and signals
at first, second and third frequencies, wherein
the second frequency is higher than the first fre-
quency and lower than the third frequency, and
is equally spaced from the first and third frequen-
cies;
a controller for adapting the second frequency
to a frequency of the received signal such that
peaks in the first and third correlations after cor-
responding adaptation of the first and third fre-
quencies have substantially equal magnitudes;
characterized in that the controller is config-
ured to:

determine a difference between non-peak
magnitudes of the first and third correla-
tions; and
compensate at least one of the correlations
for the effects of a jamming signal, based
on said difference.
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9. A receiver as claimed in claim 8, wherein the con-
troller is configured to determine the difference be-
tween non-peak magnitudes of the first and third cor-
relations by determining a difference between mag-
nitudes of the first and third correlations at tap posi-
tions corresponding to signals arriving before the re-
spective peaks.

10. A receiver as claimed in claim 9, wherein the con-
troller is configured to determine the difference be-
tween non-peak magnitudes of the first and third cor-
relations by determining a difference between aver-
age magnitudes of the first and third correlations over
a range of tap positions corresponding to signals ar-
riving before the respective peaks.

11. A receiver as claimed in any of claims 8 to 10, where-
in the controller is configured to determine the differ-
ence between non-peak magnitudes of the first and
third correlations; and compensate at least one of
the correlations for the effects of a jamming signal,
based on said difference, by:

determining non-peak magnitudes of the first,
second third correlations;
determining a lowest of the non-peak magni-
tudes of the first, second third correlations;
selecting said lowest of the non-peak magni-
tudes of the first, second third correlations from
each of the non-peak magnitudes of the first,
second third correlations to form respective dif-
ferences; and
subtracting the respective differences from the
magnitudes of the first, second third correla-
tions.

12. A receiver as claimed in any of claims 8 to 11, where-
in the controller is further configured to:

determine said first, second and third correla-
tions during each of a plurality of first periods;
determine a duration for a second period, based
on a signal strength of the received signal, said
second period extending over at least one first
period;
determine said difference between the non-
peak magnitudes of the first and third correla-
tions over a second period; and
compensate at least one of the correlations for
the effects of a jamming signal, based on said
difference, during the or each first period of a
following second period.

13. A receiver as claimed in any of claims 8 to 12, com-
prising a demodulator configured to demodulate the
signal for detection from the received signal using
the adapted second frequency.

14. A satellite navigation system receiver as claimed in
any of claims 8 to 13.

15. A computer program product, comprising a compu-
ter readable medium, containing instructions for per-
forming a method as claimed in any of claims 1 to 7.
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