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(54) Thrust bearing system with inverted non-contacting dynamic seals for gas turbine engine

(57) The present disclosure relates to a gas turbine
engine and to a method of controlling a net thrust load
on a thrust bearing. The gas turbine engine (20) includes
a first non-contacting dynamic rotor seal (84A, 84B, 84C)
interfaced with a spool (32), the first non-contacting dy-

namic seal (84A, 84B, 84C) operates to seal adjacent to
an outer diameter and a second non-contacting dynamic
rotor seal (86) with respect to the spool, the second non-
contacting dynamic seal (86) operates to seal adjacent
to an inner diameter.
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a turbine en-
gine, and more particularly to a seal system therefor.
[0002] A gas turbine engine includes a secondary or
cooling flow system that sheathes a relatively high tem-
perature core flow that passes through a combustor sec-
tion of the gas turbine engine. The secondary flow system
provides thermal control of stationary and rotary engine
components to obtain the highest overall cooling effec-
tiveness with the lowest possible penalty on the thermo-
dynamic cycle performance.
[0003] Aerodynamic forces applied to or generated by
the engine spools are directed towards or away from a
thrust bearing which reacts the thrust of the associated
spool. The sum of these forces is the net thrust load. One
aspect to configuration of the secondary flow system is
arrangement, orientation and sizing of secondary cavi-
ties of the secondary flow system so that the net thrust
load is below the allowable load limit for the thrust bear-
ing.

SUMMARY

[0004] A gas turbine engine according to an exemplary
aspect of the present disclosure includes a non-contact-
ing dynamic seal that seals adjacent to an outer diameter
with respect to a spool and a non-contacting dynamic
seal that seals adjacent to an inner diameter with respect
to said spool. The spool may be a high spool.
[0005] A method of controlling a net thrust load on a
thrust bearing of a gas turbine engine spool according to
an exemplary aspect of the present disclosure includes
positioning a non-contacting dynamic seal that seals ad-
jacent to an outer diameter with respect to a non-con-
tacting dynamic seal that seals adjacent to an inner di-
ameter to define a secondary flow cavity to affect the net
thrust load.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006] Various features will become apparent to those
skilled in the art from the following detailed description
of the disclosed non-limiting embodiment. The drawings
that accompany the detailed description can be briefly
described as follows:

Figure 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view of a gas
turbine engine;
Figure 2 is a schematic cross-sectional view of a high
spool of the gas turbine engine;
Figure 3 is a schematic view of high pressure and
low pressure areas on the high spool;
Figure 4 is a schematic view of the loads on the high
spool;
Figure 5 is a schematic view of a rotary seal; and

Figure 6 is a schematic view of a RELATED ART
rotary seal.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0007] Figure 1 schematically illustrates a gas turbine
engine 20. The gas turbine engine 20 is disclosed herein
as a two-spool turbofan that generally incorporates a fan
section 22, a compressor section 24, a combustor section
26 and a turbine section 28. Alternative engines might
include an augmentor section (not shown) among other
systems or features, or, may not include the fan section
22 such as that for industrial gas turbine engines. The
fan section 22 drives air along a bypass flowpath while
the compressor section 24 drives air along a core flow-
path for compression and communication into the com-
bustor section 26 then expansion through the turbine sec-
tion 28. Although depicted as a turbofan gas turbine en-
gine in the disclosed non-limiting embodiment, it should
be understood that the concepts described herein are
not limited to use with turbofans as the teachings may
be applied to other types of turbine engines, such as
three-spool architectures.
[0008] The engine 20 generally includes a low spool
30 and a high spool 32 mounted for rotation about an
engine central longitudinal axis A relative to an engine
static structure 36 via several bearing systems 38. It
should be understood that various bearing systems 38
at various locations may alternatively or additionally be
provided.
[0009] The low spool 30 generally includes an inner
shaft 40 that interconnects a fan 42, a low pressure com-
pressor 44 and a low pressure turbine 46. The inner shaft
40 may be connected to the fan 42 directly or through a
geared architecture 48 (a geared turbofan engine ena-
bling a high flow bypass ratio) to drive the fan 42 at a
lower speed than the low spool 30 which in one disclosed
non-limiting embodiment includes a gear reduction ratio
of greater than 2.5:1. The high spool 32 includes an outer
shaft 50 that interconnects a high pressure compressor
52 and high pressure turbine 54. A combustor 56 is ar-
ranged between the high pressure compressor 52 and
the high pressure turbine 54. The inner shaft 40 and the
outer shaft 50 are concentric and rotate about the engine
central longitudinal axis A that is collinear with their lon-
gitudinal axes.
[0010] The core airflow is compressed by the low pres-
sure compressor 44 then the high pressure compressor
52, mixed and burned with fuel in the combustor 56, then
expanded over the high pressure turbine 54 and low pres-
sure turbine 46. The turbines 54, 46 rotationally drive the
respective low spool 30 and high spool 32 in response
to the expansion.
[0011] The engine static structure 36 is generally de-
fined by a core case 60 and a fan case 62. The fan case
62 is at least partially supported relative to the core case
60 by a multiple of Fan Exit Guide Vanes (FEGVs) 64.
The core case 60 is often referred to as the engine back-
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bone and supports the rotational componentry therein.
[0012] With reference to Figure 2, the high pressure
compressor 52 and the high pressure turbine 54 of the
high spool 32 are defined about the engine central lon-
gitudinal axis A. A high pressure compressor rotor hub
66 and a high pressure turbine rotor hub 68 are mounted
to the outer shaft 50 to rotate as a unit with respect to
the engine static structure 36 that may include an inner
diffuser case 70. It should be understood that alternative
or additional structure may be utilized to define the high
spool 32.
[0013] The high pressure compressor 52 includes al-
ternate rows of rotary airfoils or blades 72 mounted to
disks 74 that alternate with vanes 76 supported within
the core case 60. The high pressure turbine 54 includes
alternate rows of rotary airfoils or blades 78 mounted to
disks 80 that alternate with vanes 82F, 82A (two shown)
also supported within the core case 60. In the disclosed,
non-limiting embedment, a multi-stage high pressure
compressor 52 and a two stage high pressure turbine 54
are schematically illustrated; however, any number of
stages will benefit herefrom.
[0014] The high spool 32 includes a multiple of rotor
seals 84A, 86, 84B, 84C. The rotor seal 84A is located
generally aft of the high pressure compressor 52 radially
inward of an aft most compressor vane 76A. The rotor
seal 86 is located between the high pressure compressor
52 and the high pressure turbine 54 generally between
the outer shaft 50 and the inner diffuser case 70. The
rotor seal 84B is located generally forward of the high
pressure turbine 54 radially inward of the forward most
turbine vane 82F while rotor seal 84C is located generally
aft of a high pressure rotor 80 and radially inward of the
aft most high turbine vane 82A.
[0015] The multiple of rotor seals 84A-84C and rotor
seal 86 generally define secondary flow cavities C1, C3,
T1 and rim cavities C2, T2, T3 (Figure 3; illustrated sche-
matically) of a secondary flow system within the gas tur-
bine engine 20. The secondary flow cavities C1, C3, T1
receive a secondary flow that operates to cool rotational
components, stationary components and also provide
secondary functions and system operations within the
engine 20. As defined herein, the secondary flow is any
flow different than the relatively high temperature core
flow which communicates through the combustor section
26.
[0016] One of the technical challenges in turbine en-
gine design is control of the thrust loads on a thrust bear-
ing 92 of the high spool 32 (Figure 4). The thrust bearing
may be located forward and/or aft of the respective spool
to react thrust forces generated thereby. The various aer-
odynamic loads B (illustrated schematically by high pres-
sure low pressure arrows) generated by the high pres-
sure compressor 52 and the high pressure turbine 54 by
their respective blades 72, 78 and the pressures within
the secondary flow and rim cavities C1, C3, T1, C2, T2,
T3 generate forces that are directed towards or away
from the thrust bearing 92. The sum of these forces is

the net thrust load. One aspect to configuration of the
secondary flow system is control of the thrust load so that
the thrust load is below the allowable load limit for the
thrust bearing 92. A lower load on the thrust bearing 92
increases operational life.
[0017] In the disclosed, non-limiting embodiment, the
net thrust load is forward. An increase in annulus area in
the secondary flow cavities C1, C3, T1 facilitates aft load-
ing to decrease the forward net thrust load. Conversely,
a decrease in annulus area in cavities C2, T2, T3 facili-
tates aft loading to decrease the forward net thrust load.
[0018] The forward thrust load is readily lowered by
location of the rotor seals 84A-84C in a radially outward
position with respect to the engine central longitudinal
axis A while radially locating the seal 86 radially inward
with respect to the engine central longitudinal axis A. The
rotor seals 84A-84C and rotor seal 86 facilitates maximi-
zation of the radial displacement between rotor seals
84A-84C and rotor seal 86. The maximization of the radial
displacement thereby maximizes the annulus area in the
secondary flow cavities C1, C3, T1 as compared to, for
example, conventional knife edge seals. The relationship
of non-contacting dynamic seals maximizes thrust bal-
ance potential and facilitates engine efficiency gains with-
out a decrease in thrust bearing life.
[0019] In one disclosed non-limiting embodiment, the
rotor seals 84A-84C are non-contacting dynamic low
leakage seals that seal adjacent to an outer diameter
through hydrodynamic principles in which a static com-
ponent seals against a rotating component. The rotor
seals 84A-84C each include a floating shoe 88 which is
radially outboard of a main body 90 (Figure 5). The float-
ing shoe 88 is operably designed such that as the rotating
component such as rotor disk 74, 80 adjacent thereto
rotates, a hydrodynamic film separates the floating shoe
88 from the rotating component. That is, the floating shoe
88 is the radially outermost component of the annular
rotor seal seals 84A-84C. Such a configuration advanta-
geously facilitates an annular size increase of the sec-
ondary flow cavities. In another embodiment, sealing is
accomplished using hydrostatic principles where the
floating shoes are separated from the rotating component
by a balance of mechanical and pressure forces.
[0020] In the disclosed non-limiting embodiment, the
rotor seal 86 is a conventional non-contacting dynamic
seal with a floating shoe 88’ radially inboard of the main
body 90’ (Figure 6; RELATED ART) such as that manu-
factured by ATGI of Stuart, Florida USA.
[0021] It should be understood that like reference nu-
merals identify corresponding or similar elements
throughout the several drawings. It should also be un-
derstood that although a particular component arrange-
ment is disclosed in the illustrated embodiment, other
arrangements will benefit herefrom.
[0022] Although particular step sequences are shown,
described, and claimed, it should be understood that
steps may be performed in any order, separated or com-
bined unless otherwise indicated and will still benefit from
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the present disclosure.
[0023] The foregoing description is exemplary rather
than defined by the limitations within. Various non-limiting
embodiments are disclosed herein, however, one of or-
dinary skill in the art would recognize that various mod-
ifications and variations in light of the above teachings
will fall within the scope of the appended claims. It is
therefore to be understood that within the scope of the
appended claims, the disclosure may be practiced other
than as specifically described. For that reason the ap-
pended claims should be studied to determine true scope
and content.

Claims

1. A gas turbine engine (20) comprising:

a spool (32);
a non-contacting dynamic seal (84A,84B,84C)
that seals adjacent to an outer diameter with re-
spect to said spool (32); and
a non-contacting dynamic seal (86) that seals
adjacent to an inner diameter with respect to
said spool (32).

2. The gas turbine engine (20) as recited in claim 1,
wherein said non-contacting dynamic seal (84A,
84B,84C) that seals on the outer diameter is posi-
tioned aft of a high pressure compressor (52) of said
spool.

3. The gas turbine engine (20) as recited in claim 1 or
2, wherein said non-contacting dynamic seal that
seals on the outer diameter (84A,84B,84C) is posi-
tioned radially inboard of a high pressure compres-
sor vane (76A).

4. The gas turbine engine (20) as recited in any of
claims 1 to 3, wherein said non-contacting dynamic
seal (86) that seals on the inner diameter is posi-
tioned between an outer shaft (50) of said spool (32)
and an inner diffuser case (70).

5. The gas turbine engine (20) as recited in any pre-
ceding claim, wherein said non-contacting dynamic
seal (84A,84B) that seals on the outer diameter is
positioned forward of a high pressure turbine (54) of
a spool (32).

6. The gas turbine engine (20) as recited in any pre-
ceding claim, wherein said non-contacting dynamic
seal (84A,84B,84C) that seals on the outer diameter
is positioned radially inboard of a high pressure tur-
bine vane (82A,82F).

7. The gas turbine engine (20) as recited in any pre-
ceding claim, further comprising a second non-con-

tacting dynamic seal (84A,84B,84C) that seals ad-
jacent to an outer diameter with respect to said spool
(32).

8. The gas turbine engine (20) as recited in claim 7,
wherein said second non-contacting dynamic seal
(84C) that seals on the outer diameter is positioned
aft of said high pressure turbine rotor (54) of said
spool (32).

9. The gas turbine engine as recited in claim 7 or 8,
wherein said second non-contacting dynamic seal
(84C) that seals adjacent to an outer diameter is po-
sitioned radially inboard of an aftmost high pressure
turbine vane (82A).

10. The gas turbine engine as recited in any preceding
claim, further comprising a low spool (30) along an
axis (A) of said spool (32), and optionally wherein
said gas turbine engine (20) is a high bypass engine,
and further optionally further comprising a geared
architecture driven by said low spool (30).

11. A method of controlling a net thrust load on a thrust
bearing (92) of a gas turbine engine spool (32) com-
prising positioning a non-contacting dynamic seal
(84A,84B,84C) that seals adjacent to an outer diam-
eter with respect to a non-contacting dynamic seal
(86) that seals adjacent to an inner diameter to define
a secondary flow cavity (T1,C1,C3) to affect the net
thrust load.

12. The method as recited in claim 11, further comprising
positioning the non-contacting dynamic seal (84C)
that seals on the outer diameter radially inward of an
aft most vane (82A) of a high pressure compressor
(52) of the spool (32).

13. The method as recited in claim 11 or 12, further com-
prising positioning the non-contacting dynamic seal
(86) that seals on the inner diameter between an
outer shaft (50) of the spool and an inner diffuser
case (70).

14. The method as recited in any of claims 11 to 13,
further comprising positioning the non-contacting dy-
namic seal that seals on the outer diameter radially
inward of:

a forward most vane (82F) of a high pressure
turbine (54) of the spool (32); or
an aft most vane (82A) of a high pressure turbine
(54) of the spool (32).

15. A method of controlling a net thrust load on a thrust
bearing of gas turbine engine high spool (32) com-
prising:
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positioning a first non-contacting dynamic seal
(84A) that seals adjacent to an outer diameter
adjacent to a high pressure compressor (52)
with respect to a non-contacting dynamic seal
(86) that seals adjacent to an inner diameter to
define a first secondary flow cavity (C1) to affect
the net thrust load; and
positioning a second non-contacting dynamic
seal (84B,84C) that seals adjacent to an outer
diameter with respect to the non-contacting dy-
namic seal (86) that seals on the inner diameter
to define a second secondary flow cavity (T1) to
affect the net thrust load, and optionally further
comprising positioning the first and second non-
contacting dynamic seal (84A,84B,84C) radially
inward of a vane (76A,82A,82F).
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