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(54) Multi-position brake lever system with a converter that converts a cable actuator to a hydraulic 
actuator

(57) A hydraulic assembly for a hydraulic disc brake
system that includes a housing (55) defining a cylinder
(60), a piston (80) received in and moveable within the
cylinder (60), a first lever (20) operatively associated with
one of the piston (80) or the cylinder (60), and a second
lever (25) operatively associated with the other of the
piston (80) or the cylinder (60). Moving the first lever (20)
pushes one of the piston (80) or the cylinder (60) in a first

direction, and moving the second lever (25) pulls the oth-
er of the cylinder (60) or the piston (80) in a second di-
rection. In a preferred embodiment, the piston (80) has
a non-actuated position and a fully actuated position, and
the piston (80) is biased towards the non-actuated posi-
tion, and wherein the cylinder (60) has a non-actuated
and a fully-actuated position, and the cylinder (60) is bi-
ased towards the non-actuated position.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a multi-position
hydraulic brake actuator for a bicycle. More specifically,
the present invention relates to a hydraulic multi-position
brake actuator with a converter that converts a cable ac-
tuator to a hydraulic actuator.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] A typical hydraulic system includes a master
piston disposed in a master cylinder. The master piston
and cylinder define a variable fluid containing volume
within the master cylinder which is adjusted as the piston
is moved within the master cylinder. In known systems,
the master cylinder is typically disposed in a housing and
remains stationary, while the position of the piston within
the master cylinder is adjustable. Because only the piston
is adjustable, the flexibility of known devices is somewhat
limited.
[0003] Hydraulic systems have been used to actuate
bicycle brakes. However, the limitations of such known
devices have at times made braking inconvenient or dif-
ficult. When riding a bicycle, riders frequently adopt var-
ious postures. For example, when racing, bikers may
lean over to reduce wind resistance. These bikers may
want to actuate the brake lever that is at a location closer
to the middle of the handlebar. Conversely, when riding
casually, bikers may want to actuate a brake lever that
is at a different location. In addition, bikers may want
these brake levers located on one side of the handlebar,
perhaps on the right side if they are right-handed. How-
ever, known hydraulic brake systems only provide one
lever at one location on the handlebars. As a result, a
brake lever that is optimally positioned for racing may be
poorly positioned for casual riding and vice-versa.
[0004] Also, a typical cable brake lever has a cable
that runs from the lever all the way to the brakes. This
type of brake is inefficient and often has limited braking
power. Thus, there is a need for a hydraulic braking sys-
tem that addresses these limitations.

SUMMARY OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0005] In accordance with a first aspect of the present
invention, there is provided a hydraulic assembly for a
hydraulic disc brake system that includes a housing de-
fining a cylinder, a piston received in and moveable within
the cylinder, a first lever operatively associated with one
of the piston or the cylinder, and a second lever opera-
tively associated with the other of the piston or the cylin-
der. Moving the first lever pushes one of the piston or the
cylinder in a first direction, and moving the second lever
pulls the other of the cylinder or the piston in a second
direction. In a preferred embodiment, the piston has a
non-actuated position and a fully actuated position, and

the piston is biased towards the non-actuated position,
and wherein the cylinder has a non-actuated and a fully-
actuated position, and the cylinder is biased towards the
non-actuated position.
[0006] In accordance with another aspect of the
present invention, there is provided a hydraulic assembly
for a hydraulic disc brake system, comprising a base plate
that includes at least one track, a housing defining a cyl-
inder, a piston received in and moveable within the cyl-
inder, and a bracket connected to the base plate. The
housing is slidingly seated on the track and the bracket
is configured to attach the base plate to a handlebar.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007] The invention may be more readily understood
by referring to the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of a bicycle having
a hydraulic assembly according to the present inven-
tion attached thereto;

FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of the hydraulic as-
sembly of FIG. 1 attached to the handlebars of a
bicycle;

FIG. 3A is a cross-sectional view of a housing as-
sembly of the hydraulic assembly of FIG. 1 showing
both the piston and the cylinder in non-actuated po-
sitions;

FIG. 3B is a cross-sectional view of the housing as-
sembly of FIG. 3A showing the cylinder in an actu-
ated position;

FIG. 3C is a cross-sectional view of the housing as-
sembly of FIG. 3A showing the piston in an actuated
position;

FIG. 4 is a top perspective view of the hydraulic as-
sembly of FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is a front perspective view of the portion of
the hydraulic assembly of FIG. 1 to the rider’s right;

FIG. 6 is a bottom perspective view of a portion of
the hydraulic assembly of FIG. 1 showing the cable
and connector extending outside the side plate

FIG. 7 is a top plan view of the hydraulic assembly
of FIG. 1 with a portion shown in section to show the
connection of the first lever, coupling member, push
rod and protrusion;

FIG. 8A is a perspective view of the base plate, side
plates and lever attachment brackets;

FIG. 8B is a top plan view of the base plate, side
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plates and lever attachment brackets;

FIG. 8C is a side elevational view of the base plate,
side plates and lever attachment brackets;

FIGS. 8D is a right end elevational view of the side
plate and lever attachment bracket; and

FIG. 8E is a cross-sectional side elevational view of
the base plate and side plate taken along line 8E-8E
of FIG. 8C.

[0008] Like numerals refer to like parts throughout the
several views of the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

[0009] As shown in the drawings, for purposes of illus-
tration, the invention is embodied in a multi-position brake
lever system for a bicycle.
[0010] It will be appreciated that terms such as "front,"
"back," "top," "bottom," "left," "right," "horizontally" and
"side" used herein are merely for ease of description and
refer to the orientation of the components as shown in
the figures. It should be understood that any orientation
of the brake lever assembly, and the components thereof
described herein, is within the scope of the present in-
vention.
[0011] Referring to FIGS. 1-7, a preferred embodiment
of a hydraulic assembly 100 is shown and described.
Generally, hydraulic assembly 100 includes a pair of
housing assemblies 10a and 10b, a base plate 50, and
two sets of levers 20 and 25. The housing assemblies
10a and 10b each generally comprise a housing 55 that
includes a cylinder 60 having a piston 80 that is moveable
therein.
[0012] It will be understood that in a preferred embod-
iment of the present invention, the overall hydraulic as-
sembly 100 includes four levers and two housing assem-
blies. The housing assembly that is operated by the le-
vers on the rider’s right hand side is referred to herein as
10a and the housing assembly that is operated by the
levers on the rider’s left hand side is referred to herein
as 10b. Moreover, each of the components that are as-
sociated with housing assembly 10a include an "a" suffix
and each of the components that are associated with
housing assembly 10b include a "b" suffix. However, for
ease of description and because the assemblies 10a and
10b operate in generally the same manner, any of the
components of the hydraulic assembly 100 may be re-
ferred to herein generically without the "a" or "b" suffix.
For example, the housing assemblies may be referred
to individually as 10a and/or 10b or they may be referred
to generically as housing assembly 10. Also, for example,
see FIGS. 3A-3C.
[0013] In the exemplary embodiment shown in the fig-
ures, the levers 20a and 25a on the right side of the han-

dle bar operate housing 55a and piston 80a (which op-
erates the rear brake system) and the levers 20b and
25b on the left side of the handle bar operate the second
housing 55b and piston 55b (which operates the front
brake system). However, it will be understood that this
is not a limitation on the present invention.
[0014] It will be understood by those skilled in the art
that first lever 20 is a hydraulic brake lever and second
lever 25 is a cable brake lever. The inventive design of
the housing assemblies 10 allows the cable brake lever
25 to move piston 80 in cylinder 60, thereby actuating
the braking system. In other words, the housing assembly
10 essentially converts the cable brake lever 25 into a
hydraulic brake lever.
[0015] As will be described below, in a preferred em-
bodiment, the movement of the first 20 and/or the second
levers 25 are preferably used to force hydraulic fluid from
housing assembly 10 to a hydraulic disc brake system.
It will be understood by those skilled in the art that hy-
draulic assembly 100 is preferably operatively connected
to at least one and preferably a front and rear hydraulic
disc brake system. The present invention may be used
with a number of hydraulic disc brake systems, including
bicycle hydraulic disc brake systems such as those de-
scribed in U.S. Patent No. 6,491,144 (the "’144 Patent"),
the entirety of which is incorporated herein by reference.
However, the present invention is not limited to any par-
ticular hydraulic system or hydraulic disc brake system.
Thus, the disclosure of the ’144 Patent is referenced
herein to illustrate a preferred embodiment of the present
invention only. As shown in FIG. 16 of the ’144 Patent,
hydraulic disc brake systems typically comprise a caliper
housing and one or more slave pistons which are mov-
able in response to changes in hydraulic fluid pressure
applied via hydraulic fluid conduits in the caliper housing.
As is also shown, the slave pistons typically include a
friction member, such as a brake pad.
[0016] FIG. 16 of the ’144 Patent shows such a hy-
draulic disc brake system in use on a bicycle. As indicat-
ed, in bicycle applications the caliper housing is typically
placed proximate a bicycle rotor which is mounted on
and rotates with a front or rear wheel of the bicycle. The
brake pads are typically positioned on opposite sides of
the rotor. When braking is desired, hydraulic pressure is
applied to the slave pistons to force the friction members
to contact the rotor. The frictional resistance of the friction
members against the rotor causes the bicycle wheel to
rotate more slowly and eventually to stop rotating.
[0017] Preferably, the hydraulic assembly 100 is at-
tached to a bicycle handlebar 15. As described above,
the inventive hydraulic assembly 100 may include a
number of different brake lever systems. It will be under-
stood that the brake levers shown in the figures are mere-
ly exemplary and are not a limitation of the present in-
vention.
[0018] A preferred embodiment of the hydraulic as-
sembly 100 will now be described. In a preferred embod-
iment of the invention, housing assembly 10 is actuated
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by first 20 and second levers 25. Referring to FIGS. 1
and 7, first lever 20 is preferably connected to handlebar
15 by bracket 40, and the second lever 25 is preferably
connected to handlebar 15 by bracket 42. However it will
be understood that any suitable lever attachment mech-
anism as is known in the art is within the scope of the
present invention.
[0019] In a preferred embodiment, the housing assem-
blies 10a and 10b are situated on a base plate 50 having
a pair of upwardly extending side plates 52. The side
plates 52 each include a horizontally extending lever at-
tachment bracket 56 to which mounting bracket 40 is
secured. Therefore, base plate 50 is secured in front of
handle bar 15 by a connection between the horizontally
extending lever attachment bracket and mounting brack-
et 40 (which is attached to handle bar 15). Lever attach-
ment bracket 56 includes an opening 58 defined therein
for securing the mounting bracket in placed via a caulking
pin, pivot pin, threaded fastener or the like. In an alter-
native embodiment, the lever attachment bracket and
mounting bracket can be all one piece.
[0020] Referring to FIGS. 1 and 8A-8E, as discussed
above, base plate 50 includes two side plates. Preferably,
side plates 52a and 52b are contiguous with base plate
50. Alternatively, side plates 52a and 52b can be con-
nected to base plate 50 by welding, gluing or the like.
Side plates 52a and 52b include openings 62a and 62b
defined therein for receiving piston ends 82 and 83 of
pistons 80 and openings 61a and 61b defined therein for
receiving cables 95a and 95b (described below) there-
through. In a preferred embodiment, side plates 52a and
52b also have openings 53a and 53b defined therein for
receiving push rods 68a and 68b.
[0021] Referring to FIGS. 4 and 8A-8E, the housings
55a and 55b are preferably slideable on the base plate
50 in directions substantially parallel to the axis of cylin-
ders 60a and 60b. In a preferred embodiment, base plate
50 includes first and second tracks 54a and 54b that are
configured to allow housings 55a and 55b to slideably
move thereon. As will be described below, the housings
55 slide along track 54 as a result of actuation of one of
the levers 20 and 25. The base plate 50, as shown in
FIGS. 8A-8E, is configured to hold two housings 55. It
will be understood that base plate 50 may be configured
to hold one housing or may be configured to hold more
than two housings without departing from the scope of
the present invention. In addition, base plate 50 may com-
prise more or less tracks without departing from the scope
of the present invention. The number of tracks 54, for
example, may be proportional to the number of housings
55 seated on the base plate 50. In an alternative embod-
iment, the housings 55 may be slideable by other means.
For example, the housings may be moveable via rollers.
[0022] In a preferred embodiment, the side plates 52a
and 52b each include a guide hole 59a and 59b defined
therein. The guide holes 59a and 59b cooperate with
guide pins 58a and 58b that extend outwardly from hous-
ings 55a and 55b. Guide pin 58 and Guide hole 59 provide

stability to housing 55 when it slides on plate 50. Guide
pin 58 and guide hole 59 are configured to allow housing
55 to move straight and parallel relative to base plate 50
and piston 80 when housing 55 is pushed by first lever
20. In a preferred embodiment, the guide hole 59 can
include a low friction bearing surface or coating therein
to aid in guide pin 58 sliding therein.
[0023] Generally, in a preferred embodiment, first lever
20 is operatively associated with the cylinder 60, and the
second lever 25 is operatively associated with piston 80.
In another preferred embodiment, first lever 20 is oper-
atively associated with piston 80 and second lever 25 is
operatively associated with cylinder 60.
[0024] As shown in FIGS. 4 and 7, first levers 20a and
20b are operatively associated with housings 55a and
55b, and, therefore, cylinders 60a and 60b. In a preferred
embodiment, first lever 20 pushes housing 55, thereby
causing housing 55, and cylinder 60, to move relative to
piston 80 therein. This is similar to the movement of the
piston and the cylinder as disclosed in U.S. Patent Ap-
plication Publication No. 2006/0266595, entitled Dual-
Lever Hydraulic Brake Assembly and Method of Using
the Same, the entire contents of which is incorporated
by reference herein.
[0025] In a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion, first lever 20 is mechanically communicated with
housing 55 via a coupling member 30 and a push rod 32.
One end of coupling member 30 is received in first lever
20, and the other end is rotatably received in a socket in
the end of push rod 32. Push rod 32 extends through
opening 53 in side plate 52 and is received in an opening
defined in protrusion 34. As shown in FIG. 5, a spring 36
is received on push rod 32 and extends between the head
38 of push rod 32 and side plate 52. Spring 36 biases
first lever 20 to its non-actuated position. As a result of
this configuration, when first lever 20 is actuated, cou-
pling member 30 moves, which pushes push rod 32,
which, in turn, pushes protrusion 34, thereby moving
housing 55 (see FIG. 3B). The movement of housing 55
with respect to piston 80 will be described below. It will
be appreciated that other mechanisms for pushing the
housing 55 (and cylinder 60) are within the scope of the
invention. For example, the push rod may be omitted.
The important aspect of the invention as that actuation
of first lever 20 pushes housing 55 and cylinder 60. In
another embodiment, first lever 20 can push piston 80.
[0026] Referring to FIGS. 1-3 and 6, in a preferred em-
bodiment of the present invention, the second levers 25a
and 25b are operatively associated with the pistons 80a
and 80b. Piston 80 is preferably received in and move-
able within cylinder 60 (as shown in FIGS. 3A-3C). As
shown in FIG. 2, piston 80 includes a central portion 81
and two outwardly extending end portions 82 and 83. In
a preferred embodiment, the end portions 82 and 83 pro-
trude through the ends of cylinder 60 and outside of hous-
ing 55. It will be understood that in this embodiment, the
housing includes seals that prevent fluid from leaking out-
side of housing 20 as a result of the piston ends 82 and
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83 extending out of housing 55.
[0027] In a preferred embodiment, the second lever 25
is operatively associated with piston 80 via a cable 95.
Preferably, piston 80 defines an opening 65 extending
axially therethrough for receiving cable 95. In this em-
bodiment, the cable 95 has a first end 96 and a second
end 97. The first end 96 preferably engages the second
lever 20 (as is known in the art) and the second end 97
is associated with piston 80. In a preferred embodiment,
cable 95 extends through opening 65 and out the end of
piston 80 (or end portion 83).
[0028] As shown in FIG. 6, second end 97 of cable 95
extends through opening 61 in side plate 52. Cable 95
is preferably secured in place by a connector 110. It will
be understood that any connector or mechanism that se-
cures the second end 97 of cable 95 in place and prevents
it from being pulled back through piston 80 is within the
scope of the present invention. In the preferred embod-
iment, connector 110 preferably comprises a first piece
112 and a second piece 114. As shown in FIG. 6, first
piece 112 clamps cable 95 to second piece 114 using a
threaded fastener 116 (see FIG. 5) that is threaded into
corresponding openings in first and second pieces 112
and 114. In a preferred embodiment, first and second
pieces 112 and 114 each include a corresponding chan-
nel for receiving cable 95.
[0029] As shown in FIG. 5, one end of second piece
114 abuts the end of piston 80. In operation, when second
lever 25 is actuated, cable 95 is pulled. As a result of the
tension in cable 95 and connector 110 abutting the end
of piston 80, piston 80 is pulled and moves within cylinder
60 (see FIG. 3C). It will be appreciated that other mech-
anisms for pulling piston 80 are within the scope of the
invention. For example, cable 95 can be connected to
piston 80 by a fastener instead of running through an
opening therein. The important aspect of the invention is
that actuation of second lever 25 pulls piston 80.
[0030] As shown in FIGS. 3A-3C, cylinder 60 and pis-
ton 80 define a fluid containing region 33 which contains
a volume of hydraulic fluid. The hydraulic fluid is used to
actuate the hydraulic braking system. In addition, hydrau-
lic fluid is stored in a reservoir 72 and is released through
port 74 as piston/cylinder move with respect to each other
according to the position of seals 76, as is known in the
art. As will be described more fully below, as the volume
of fluid containing region 33 decreases, fluid is forced
through a conduit 115 and to the braking system.
[0031] FIGS. 3A-3C show cross-sectional views of a
preferred embodiment of the housing assembly 10 of the
present invention. The three different views of FIGS. 3A-
3C show different positions of cylinder 60 and piston 80.
FIG. 3A shows housing assembly 10 in a starting or non-
actuating position. FIG. 3B shows cylinder 60 in an ac-
tuating position, and FIG. 3C shows piston 80 in an ac-
tuating position.
[0032] With reference to FIG. 3A, in a preferred em-
bodiment, a spring 118 biases cylinder 60 and piston 80
to their non-actuating positions. In this position the levers

20 and 25 are not being actuated and the brakes are not
being applied. Thus, in the case of a disc brake system,
the brake pads are preferably spaced apart from the rotor.
It will be understood that from this position, the brakes
can be actuated (in other words, hydraulic fluid can be
forced from the fluid containing region 33) by either move-
ment of first lever 20 or second lever 25. Generally, as
will be apparent to those skilled in the art, the movement
of the cylinder 60 and piston 80 with respect to one an-
other adjusts the volume of fluid in the fluid containing
region 33.
[0033] With reference to FIG. 3B, as described above,
movement of first lever 20 (through pushing coupling
member 30, push rod 32 and protrusion 34) pushes hous-
ing 55, thereby moving cylinder 60 to the right (as shown
in FIG. 3B). As a result of the tension on cable 95 and
connector 110 abutting the end of piston 80, piston 80
remains stationary (in its non-actuated position). There-
fore, cylinder 60 moves with respect to piston 80, causing
port 74 to move past seal 67, thereby isolating fluid con-
taining region 33 and forcing fluid through conduit 115.
This action actuates the brake system.
[0034] With reference to FIG. 3C, as described above,
movement of second lever 25 (through cable 95 and con-
nector 110) pulls piston 80 to the right (as shown in FIG.
3C). As a result of protrusion 34 abutting side plate 52,
cylinder 60 remains stationary (in its non-actuated posi-
tion). Therefore, piston 80 moves with respect to cylinder
60 causing seal 67 to move past port 74, thereby isolating
fluid containing region 33 and forcing fluid through con-
duit 115. This action actuates the brake system.
[0035] Generally, as can be seen in FIGS. 3B and 3C,
when first lever 20 is moved cylinder 60 is pushed in a
first direction and when second lever 25 is moved piston
80 is pulled in a generally opposite second direction.
[0036] As described above, when housing 55 moves,
it slides along track 54 on base plate 50. As shown in
FIGS. 8A-8B the base plate includes a slot 57 (or slots
57a and 57b) defined therein through which conduit 115
extends. This allows conduit 115 to move with housing
55 as it slides on base plate 50.
[0037] In other preferred embodiments, it will be un-
derstood that second lever 25 can be operatively asso-
ciated with the cylinder 60 and first lever 20 can be op-
eratively associated with the piston 80. In other words,
the system can be configured such that cylinder 60 is
pulled and piston 80 is pushed. For example, cable 95
can be secured in protrusion 34, thereby allowing cylinder
60 to be pulled when second lever 25 is moved. It will
also be understood that second lever 20 may be opera-
tively associated with one of the piston or cylinder by any
mechanism that can pull (or place tension on them), and
therefore the invention is not limited to the use of a cable
for pulling one of the piston or the cylinder.
[0038] The embodiments described above are exem-
plary embodiments of the present invention. Those
skilled in the art may now make numerous uses of, and
departures from, the above-described embodiments
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without departing from the inventive concepts disclosed
herein. Accordingly, the present invention is to be defined
solely by the scope of the following claims.

Claims

1. A hydraulic assembly for a hydraulic disc brake sys-
tem, comprising:

a base plate portion (50) that includes at least
one track (54a, 54b),
a housing (55) defining a cylinder (60),
a piston (80) received in and moveable within
the cylinder,
a bracket connected to the base plate portion,
wherein the bracket is configured to attach the
base plate portion to a handlebar
wherein the base plate (50) includes at least one
upwardly extending side plate portion (52) is pro-
vided at one longitudinal end of the base plate
(50), the upwardly extending side plate portion
(52) comprising a cable receiving portion (62)
for receiving a cable which connect tot the piston
(80),
wherein the piston moves along the cylinder (60)
when the cable is pulled by a brake lever (25).

2. The hydraulic assembly of claim 1, wherein the hous-
ing is slideable on the base plate portion in a direction
substantially parallel to a axis of the cylinder.

3. The hydraulic assembly of any one of claims 1-2,
wherein at least a portion of the piston (80) extends
outside of the housing.

4. The hydraulic assembly of any one of claims 1-3,
comprising
a first lever operatively associated with one of the
piston or the cylinder,
a second lever operatively associated with the other
of the piston or the cylinder,
wherein moving the first lever pushes one of the pis-
ton or the cylinder in a first direction, and wherein
moving the second lever pulls the other of the cylin-
der or the piston in a second direction.

5. The hydraulic assembly of claim any one of 1-4,
wherein the piston has a non-actuated position and
a fully actuated position, and the piston is biased
towards the non-actuated position, and wherein the
cylinder has a non-actuated position and a fully ac-
tuated position, and the cylinder is biased towards
the non-actuated position.

6. The hydraulic assembly of anyone of claim 4 to 5
further comprising a cable having first and second
ends, wherein the first end engages the piston or the

cylinder and the second end engages the second
lever, in particular moving the first lever pulls the ca-
ble, thereby moving the piston with respect to the
cylinder or moving the cylinder with respect to the
piston.

7. The hydraulic assembly any one of claims 4 to 6,
wherein moving the second lever pulls the cylinder
or the piston, thereby moving the cylinder with re-
spect to the piston or the piston with respect to the
cylinder, respectively.

8. The hydraulic assembly any one of claims 4 to 7
further comprising a volume of hydraulic fluid con-
tained in the cylinder, wherein moving either the first
or the second lever displaces a volume of hydraulic
fluid from the housing.

9. The hydraulic assembly of any one of claims 4 to 8
further comprising a cable having first and second
ends, wherein the first end engages the piston and
the second end engages the second lever, and
wherein the piston defines an opening extending ax-
ially therethrough, and wherein the cable extends
through the opening.

10. The hydraulic assembly of claim 9, wherein the first
end of the cable extends outside of the piston and
is secured by a connector, in particular the connector
comprising a first piece that clamps the cable to a
second piece.
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