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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a multi-capil-
lary electrophoresis apparatus having a multi-capillary
array formed with plural capillaries each having a sample
and a separation medium filled therein. More particularly,
the present disclosure relates to an apparatus that can
suppress measurement fluctuations upon analysis, im-
prove performance, and reduce run-to-run variability.
[0002] In recent years, a capillary electrophoresis ap-
paratus including a capillary tube having an electro-
phoretic medium (separation medium) filled therein, such
as a high-polymer polymer and a polymer solution, has
been developed, as disclosed in Japanese Laid-open
Patent Publication JP-A 6-138037. This capillary electro-
phoresis apparatus has high heat dissipation capacity
and can be applied with a high voltage, in comparison to
a conventional slab polymer electrophoresis apparatus.
Therefore, it has the advantage that electrophoresis can
be carried out at a high rate.
[0003] Fig. 10 shows a schematic structure of a known
capillary electrophoresis apparatus. As shown in Fig. 10,
the capillary electrophoresis apparatus B has a capillary
component 103, a temperature regulated chamber 105,
a detector component 107 and a buffer container 111.
[0004] The capillary component 103 is formed with plu-
ral capillaries 103a. The buffer container 111 is filled with
a buffer solution 111a. A sample and a separation me-
dium for separating the sample are filled into the capil-
laries 103a. Ends 103b of the capillaries 103a are im-
mersed in the buffer solution 111a. The other ends 103c
of the capillaries 103a are also immersed in, for example,
a buffer solution.
[0005] The detector component 107 includes a retain-
ing component 107b for retaining the capillaries 103a.
The detector component 107 is housed in the retaining
component 107b and a cover member 108. A high volt-
age is applied between the ends 103b and the other ends
103c of the capillaries 103a, whereby the sample is elec-
trophoresed in the separation medium. The sample thus
separated by electrophoresis is detected in the detector
component 107 with an optical mechanism. The retaining
component 107b has a window component 107c for cap-
turing fluorescence excited by the optical mechanism.
[0006] In the capillary electrophoresis apparatus,
Joule heat is generated upon applying a high voltage
between both ends 103b and 103c of the capillary 103a.
As a result, air dissolved in the liquid of the separation
medium forms bubbles upon exposure to this increase
in temperature to raise the resistance of the separation
medium. When the separation medium has a high resist-
ance, the electrophoresis migration velocity is lowered
to cause adverse affects, such as deterioration in reso-
lution power of the sample.
[0007] A relevant multi-capillary electrophoresis sys-
tem of the prior art is also disclosed in US2001/0040096

A1.

SUMMARY

[0008] According to the present disclosure, a multi-
capillary electrophoresis apparatus is provided having a
multi-capillary array containing plural capillaries in which
temperature fluctuations can be reduced. According to
various aspects, adverse affects such as fluctuations in
the electrophoresis time can be reduced. A multi-capillary
electrophoresis apparatus according to the invention is
defined in claim 1. Claims 2-9 define further aspects of
said apparatus.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009] The invention may be more fully understood
with reference to the accompanying drawing figures and
the descriptions thereof. Modifications that would be rec-
ognized by those skilled in the art are considered a part
of the present invention and within the scope of the ap-
pended claims.

Fig. 1 illustrates an overall structure of a multi-cap-
illary electrophoresis apparatus according to the
present disclosure, and also illustrates the structure
of temperature controlling parts;
Figs. 2(a) and 2(b) illustrate a structure of an elec-
trode of the multi-capillary electrophoresis appara-
tus;
Fig. 2(c) illustrates a structure of a capillary in the
vicinity of a sample injecting end inserted in the elec-
trode according to various aspects,
Figs. 3(a) and 3(b) illustrate the structures of the buff-
er container and a temperature controlling part in-
stalled therein for controlling the temperature of the
buffer solution in the multi-capillary electrophoresis
apparatus according to various embodiments;
Figs. 4(a) to 4(c) illustrate a structure of the detector
component of the multi-capillary electrophoresis ap-
paratus according to various aspects,
Figs. 5(a) to 5(c) illustrate a structure of the container
component that contains the detector component
and the temperature controlling part controlling the
temperature of the detector component in the multi-
capillary electrophoresis apparatus according to var-
ious aspects, and also illustrates the arrangement
of the optical mechanism;
Figs. 6(a) and 6(b) illustrate a structure of the tem-
perature controlling part that controls the tempera-
tures among the capillaries in the vicinity of the outlet
of the temperature regulated chamber in the multi-
capillary electrophoresis apparatus according to var-
ious aspects,
Fig. 7 illustrates the structures of the polymer block,
the buffer container having the buffer solution filled
therein, and the conduit connecting them in the multi-
capillary electrophoresis apparatus according to var-
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ious aspects, and particularly illustrates the structure
of the temperature controlling part that controls the
temperature of the conduit and the buffer container;
Fig. 8 illustrates the relationship between the con-
trolling component and the respective temperature
controlling parts in the multi-capillary electrophoresis
apparatus;
Fig. 9 is a graph showing a standard deviation of the
electrophoresis time among the capillaries upon us-
ing the multi-capillary electrophoresis apparatus;
and
Fig. 10 illustrates a schematic drawing of a known
multi-capillary electrophoresis apparatus.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF CERTAIN EMBODI-
MENTS

[0010] According to the present disclosure, fluctua-
tions in analytical results among capillaries of a multi-
capillary electrophoresis device array having plural cap-
illaries can be suppressed by controlling the temperature
of the buffer solution in which the sample injecting end
of the capillaries is immersed. The temperature can be
controlled with, for example, a heater. According to var-
ious aspects, fluctuations in analytical results among the
plural capillaries can be suppressed by controlling the
temperature of the detector component. In particular, by
controlling the temperature in the vicinity of the detecting
component of the capillaries to be inspected, erroneous
fluctuations in the results can be suppressed.
[0011] According to various aspects, in order to pre-
vent local generation of heat in capillaries the capillaries
can be placed in a temperature regulated chamber
whereby the electrophoresis is carried out under the con-
dition where the temperature of a portion of the capillary
is maintained constant.
[0012] According to various aspects, it is difficult to
place the entire length of the capillaries in a temperature
regulated chamber. For example, in the device shown in
Fig. 10, the end 103b forming the sample injecting end
for injecting the sample, and the detector component 107
for detecting the sample with an optical mechanism, are
not contained within the temperature regulated chamber
105. According to various aspects, it is recognized that
it is difficult to place the sample injecting end 103b in the
temperature regulated chamber because this end must
access samples at the bottom of tubes or wells. Moreo-
ver, according to various aspects, it is recognized that
the samples can be degraded by long term exposure to
the chamber temperature and need to be customer ac-
cessible during electrophoresis. Consequently, incorpo-
rating the samples into the temperature regulated cham-
ber of such a device is avoided. According to various
aspects, it is recognized that the detection zone of such
a device can be excluded from the temperature regulated
chamber due to the size of the optics and problems as-
sociated with heating various optical components.
[0013] According to various aspects, during operation,

the capillaries can be in the sample well for a short time.
After injection, the capillaries can be rinsed and can be
moved to a thermally unregulated buffer chamber for
electrophoresis. To ensure adequate denaturation, ad-
ditives, such as Urea, can be incorporated in the sepa-
ration medium.
[0014] According to various aspects, the temperature
of the separation medium can be maintained at a tem-
perature different from the environment. The ideal tem-
perature can be dependent upon the application and the
separation medium. For example, in DNA analysis, the
DNA can be maintained in a denatured (single strand)
condition. This can be done by conducting the electro-
phoresis at elevated temperatures and by using denat-
urants (such as Urea) in the separation medium. In some
DNA applications, the DNA can be denatured (double
stranded), and lower operating temperatures can be
used for such applications.
[0015] According to various aspects, measurement
fluctuations of fragment size (commonly measured as
standard deviation of base size) can be reduced by en-
suring that the temperature of the separation medium is
held constant. Increasing the temperature of the sepa-
ration medium can be used to reduce the standard devi-
ation by insuring more complete denaturation.
[0016] According to various aspects, it is difficult to
place the entire length of the capillaries in the tempera-
ture regulated chamber. For example, in the device of
Fig. 10, the end 103b forming a sample injecting end for
injecting the sample and the detector part 107 for detect-
ing the sample with an optical means are not placed in
the temperature-regulated chamber 105.
[0017] According to various aspects, it is recognized
that a light emission component that emits, for example,
laser light, to the detector component 107 can be provid-
ed in the electrophoresis apparatus as shown in Fig. 10.
A CCD image sensor (or a CCD camera having the same)
can be provided for receiving the light emitted by the flu-
orescent dyes after being excited in the detecting com-
ponent 103d. Thermal noise of the CCD image sensor
can be increased by the influence of heat.
[0018] In order to reduce the thermal noise, it is desir-
able that the CCD image sensor be arranged in the vi-
cinity of the detector component 107 and that it be main-
tained at a low temperature as long as possible. Accord-
ingly, it is recognized that it is not preferable that both
the detector component 107 and the CCD image sensor
be placed in the temperature regulated chamber 105.
[0019] According to various aspects, it is recognized
that in the detector component 107, the temperature of
the separation medium in the radial direction of the cap-
illaries is likely to fluctuate among the plural capillaries.
The temperature of the separation medium in the elec-
trophoresis components that are outside of the temper-
ature regulated chamber will change when the room tem-
perature varies. It is recognized that this fluctuation will
cause adverse affects to the electrophoretic separation.
In addition, increasing the temperature of the separation
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medium will also reduce the fluctuations by insuring more
complete denaturation.
[0020] An exemplary multi-capillary electrophoresis
apparatus of the present disclosure will be described with
reference to Fig. 1 to Fig. 9.
[0021] Fig. 1 is a diagram showing the overall structure
of the multi-capillary electrophoresis apparatus. As
shown in Fig. 1, the multi-capillary electrophoresis appa-
ratus A according to various aspects can have a multi-
capillary array 3 including plural capillaries 3a installed
in a container portion CS of a temperature regulated
chamber 5.
[0022] According to various aspects a sample 4a, (Fig.
4(b)) containing, for example, specimens of DNA mole-
cules, and a separation medium 4b functioning as a me-
dium for isolating the DNA molecules in the sample 4a,
can be introduced into the capillaries 3a. The separation
medium 4b can be constituted with, or include, for exam-
ple, a polymer in a gel form (Fig. 2(c)).
[0023] According to various aspects, a DNA fragment
sample contained in the sample 4a can be distinguished
by labeling a primer or a terminator with a fluorescent
substance using the Sangar dideoxy method. The DNA
fragment sample thus labeled with a fluorescent sub-
stance can be detected utilizing an optical mechanism
described later.
[0024] According to various aspects, one end of the
capillary 3a can constitute an injecting end 3b for injecting
the sample 4a by protruding from a bottom of the tem-
perature regulated chamber 5. The injecting end 3b is
immersed in a buffer solution 11a. The buffer solution
11a is contained in a buffer container 11. An electrode
6a can be mounted on the injecting end 3b of the capillary
3a.
[0025] According to various aspects, the other end of
the capillary 3a can protrude from a side of the temper-
ature regulated chamber 5 and through a detector com-
ponent 1 capable of acquiring information from the sam-
ple 4a. A plurality of these end parts 3d can be packed
at a capillary fixing part 35. End parts 3d can be connect-
ed to an upper polymer block 34. The upper polymer
block 34 can be connected to a buffer container 15 having
a buffer solution 15a filled therein, a polymer storage con-
tainer 25 having a polymer, for example, separation me-
dium, 34c filled therein, and a syringe 31.
[0026] As shown with a broken line, a temperature reg-
ulated region RH can be provided and can contain at
least one of the upper polymer block 34, the buffer con-
tainer 15, and the syringe 31.
[0027] A multi-capillary electrophoresis apparatus A
according to various embodiments can have at least one
temperature controller for controlling the temperature
controlling part(s) TCM1 to TCM5, in addition to a tem-
perature controlling part TCM0. Temperature controlling
part TCM0 can be provided in an ordinary multi-capillary
electrophoresis apparatus for controlling the temperature
of the capillaries 3a with the temperature regulated cham-
ber 5.

[0028] A multi-capillary electrophoresis apparatus ac-
cording to the present disclosure will be described in de-
tail below with a focus on the temperature controlling
parts.
[0029] Several temperature controlling parts will be de-
scribed with reference to Figs. 1 to 3(b). The end of the
sample injecting end 3b of each capillary 3a is immersed
in the buffer solution 11a. The buffer solution 11a is pro-
vided in the buffer container 11. As shown in Fig. 2(a), a
sample injecting end electrode assembly 6a is formed
by pressing stainless-steel tubes 6a-1 into a metallic
plate 6a-2.
[0030] As shown in Fig. 2(b), according to various as-
pects the sample injecting end 3b can be inserted into
the stainless-steel tubes 6a-1 to integrate the sample in-
jecting end 3b and the electrode 6a. A negative electrode
from the direct current power supply 21 (Fig. 1) can be
connected to the electrode assembly 6a through an elec-
trode (not shown in the figure) of the apparatus. As shown
in Fig. 2(c), the separation medium 4b can be filled in the
capillaries 3a, and the sample 4a can be introduced in
the vicinity of the sample injecting end 3b.
[0031] As shown in Fig.1, the sample injecting end 3b
and the electrode assembly 6a can be immersed in the
buffer solution 11a filled in the buffer container 11. The
buffer solution 11a can be prepared with, for example,
sodium ion and TAPS (N-tris(hydroxymethyl)methyl-3
-aminopropanesulfonic acid).
[0032] The buffer container 11 can be installed in an
adapter AD having an opening on an upper part thereof.
The adapter AD can have a rubber heater 12 laid on an
inner bottom surface thereof.
[0033] According to various embodiments, the rubber
heater 12b and the adapter AD can be waterproofed by
sealing with silicone rubber SG. An opening 12c can be
formed on an outer bottom surface 12b’ of the adapter
AD. A thermistor (temperature monitor) TM can be at-
tached to the back surface of the rubber heater 12b ex-
posed from the opening 12c, and a first cable CB1 can
be connected to the thermistor TM. Furthermore, a sec-
ond cable CB2 can be connected to a power supply PS
for the heater and a fuse FS can be attached to the back
surface of the rubber heater 12b.
[0034] According to various embodiments, the temper-
ature within the surface of the buffer container 11 in con-
tact with the rubber heater 12b can be made constant by
using the rubber heater 12b. Maintenance operations,
such as replacement of the buffer, can be conveniently
carried out by using such a structure in which the buffer
container 11 can be placed on the adapter AD lined with
the rubber heater 12b.
[0035] While the rubber heater 12b can be arranged
in contact with the buffer container 11, the term "contact"
herein is not limited to an arrangement in which both the
members are physically and direct in contact with each
other, but both the members may be, for example, in
indirect contact with each other. In other words, a sheet
having a high heat conductance may be inserted be-
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tween both the members. In essence, the term can mean
that both the members are thermodynamically connect-
ed.
[0036] The temperature of the separation medium 4b
in the plural sample injecting ends 3b can be controlled
by using the temperature controlling part TCM1. Accord-
ing to the invention, temperature controlling part TCM1
allows the temperature of the buffer solution 11a to be
regulated. The buffer solution 11a of the buffer container
11 can be accessed twice during a run. First, the buffer
11a can be used to enable pre-electrophoresis of the
separation medium 4b. This step can help flush out ions
that accumulate over time as the separation medium 4b
ages. After pre-electrophoresis, the injecting end 3b can
be washed in deionized water and moved to the sample
for injection. After injection, the end 3b can be washed
again before the final insertion in a buffer for the sample
electrophoresis. To insure maximum denaturation the
buffer can be heated. However, heating the buffer can
cause problems according to various embodiments.
[0037] According to various embodiments, a heater,
temperature sensor and thermal fuse are integrated in a
holder for a buffer chamber. A rubber duckbill septa was
placed over the chamber top to control evaporation while
enabling insertion of the capillary ends. Software and
firmware can be used to enable control and monitoring
of the buffer chamber temperature. To provide sample
denaturation, buffer can be heated above ambient. The
actual temperature of the buffer can be programmable
and can be application specific. Under some conditions,
the transition from warm buffer to wash reagent or sample
can result in a section of the capillary being cooled. The
separation medium can shrink and draw in fluid from the
open ends of the capillary (mainly the open end near the
temperature transition). This can degrade the run per-
formance.
[0038] According to various aspects, this degradation
can be corrected, for example, by pushing a small
amount, for example, from about 0.05ml to about 0.5ml
per cap of cooled and shrunk separation medium out of
the end of the capillary during transfer of the capillary,
for example, and then washing the polymer off the end.
Because only a small amount is removed or displaced,
to make up for shrinkage volume loss, the benefits of an
electrophoretic prerun are not eliminated. According to
various aspects, the degradation can be corrected by
changing the construction of the capillary array load end
to eliminate any air gap between the metal electrode and
the capillary, for example, such that the electrode sur-
rounds and contacts the capillary.
[0039] These steps can allow various advantages to
be achieved. For example, by heating the injection end
of the capillary, the sizing accuracy is improved. Further-
more, by controlling the temperature over more of the
capillary, the precision and run is more consistent be-
tween different runs in which the room temperature is
changed. Moreover, the improved denaturation, due to
heat, of the separation medium can enable the use of

alternate separation medium which has a lower amount
of denaturants added. These alternate formulations can
run faster.
[0040] The temperature controlling part TCM2 control-
ling the temperature of the detector part 1 will be de-
scribed with reference to Figs. 4(a) to 5(c).
[0041] As shown in Figs. 4(a) to 4(c), the multi-capillary
3 formed with plural capillaries 3a can be supported by
clamping between a capillary supporting component 77
made with, for example, a glass plate, and a pressing
member 78. An outer periphery of the capillaries 3a can
be covered with a light shielding resin 51a, such as poly-
imide. A region that is not coated with the light shielding
resin 51a can be provided on the outer periphery of the
capillaries 3a between the capillary supporting part 77
and the pressing member 78.
[0042] According to various aspects, the region can be
irradiated with laser light L. This region is referred to as
a detecting component 3c. An opening 78a can be formed
in the region containing the detecting component 3c in
the pressing member 78. Emission light K generated up-
on irradiating the sample with the laser light can be radi-
ated to the exterior through the opening 78a. The struc-
tures described herein are totally referred to as a detector
component.
[0043] According to various aspects, fluctuation in in-
tensity depending on the position of the laser light L in-
cident on the capillaries 3a can be suppressed by irradi-
ating the capillaries 3a with the laser light L from both
above and beneath.
[0044] As shown in Figs. 5(a) to 5(c), the capillary sup-
porting component 77 and the pressing member 78, as
well as the multi-capillary 3 supported therebetween, can
be contained in a container component 7. The container
component 7 can constitute a main body 7a and a cover
member 7b. The main body 7a and the cover member
7b can be connected with a hinge HG as a central axis.
[0045] According to various aspects, the main body 7a
is made of a thermally conductive material (such as alu-
minum). It can have a container component 7a-3, which
can contain the detector component 1, a groove 7a-1 and
a groove 7a-2, which can be connected to the container
component 7a-3 and extend toward both sides, and a
protrusion component 7a-4, which can be connected to
the groove 7a-2 and can protrude from the side surface
of the main body. The groove 7a-1, the groove 7a-2 and
the protrusion component 7a-4 have a flat plane, on
which the multi-capillary 3 can be arranged. The contain-
er component 7a-3 forms a concave part that is deeper
than the flat plane. An opening 7a-5 penetrating the main
body 7a can be formed in the concave part and facilitates
collection of fluorescent light.
[0046] In the cover member 7b a spring member SP
can be provided at a position corresponding to the con-
tainer component 7a-3. Upon closing the cover member
7b, and securing fixing screw FS, the spring member SP
can press on the detector component 1, holding it se-
curely. A convex part 7b-1 and a convex part 7b-2 en-
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gaging with the groove 7a-1 and the groove 7a-2, respec-
tively, can be provided at positions corresponding to the
grooves on both sides of the container part 7a-3. A pro-
trusion component 7b-3 extending from the convex part
7b-2 can also be provided at a position corresponding to
the protrusion component 7a-4. Thermally conductive
rubber 8b-1 and 8b-2 along with complementary insulat-
ing rubber parts 8a-1 and 8a-2 press against the capil-
laries to provide good thermal contact with the main body
7a.
[0047] Fig. 5(b) shows a state in which the capillary
supporting component 77 and the pressing member 78
(Fig. 4c) are contained in the container component 7a-
3, and the multi-capillary array 3 is contained in the
groove 7a-1 and the groove 7a-2. A through hole 7c-1,
and a through hole 7c-2, can be formed whereby laser
light L can reach a position corresponding to the detecting
component 3c (Fig. 4(b)).
[0048] According to various aspects, and referring to
Fig. 5(c), the temperature controlling part TCM2 provided
in the vicinity of the detector component 1 can contain,
for example, at least one heater 81 and at least one tem-
perature monitor 8c’ and a thermal fuse 83 for safety.
The heater 81 and temperature monitor 8c’ and thermal
fuse 83 can be mounted to the main body 7a. A thermal
insulator 85 can be provided to reduce heat loss to the
main optics casting (not shown).
[0049] The temperature controlling part TCM3 will be
described with reference to Figs. 6(a) and 6(b). According
to various aspects, the multi-capillary array 3 in the cap-
illary containing component CS in the temperature reg-
ulated chamber 5 can be connected to the detector com-
ponent 1 through the temperature regulated chamber 5.
An opening can be formed on a side of the detector com-
ponent 1 in the vicinity of the temperature regulated
chamber 5. A concave part 5a-1 can be formed on a main
body 5a of the temperature regulated chamber 5, and a
convex part 5b-1 engaging with the concave part 5a-1
can be formed on a cover component 5b of the temper-
ature regulated chamber 5. The multi-capillary array 3
can be inserted in a gap formed between the concave
part 5a-1 and the convex part 5b-1 formed upon closing
the cover component 5b.
[0050] According to various aspects, the temperature
controlling part TCM3 can contain rubber heaters HS1
and HS2 attached to the surfaces of the concave part
5a-1 and the convex component 5b-1 facing each other,
and a temperature monitor HS’ can be provided in the
vicinity thereof. The rubber heater can be attached to one
of the facing surfaces of the concave component 5a-1
and the convex component 5b-1. A thermal conductor
sheet can be attached instead of the rubber heater, or in
alternative, both of them can be accumulated and at-
tached.
[0051] The temperature of the separation medium
among the capillaries of the multi-capillary array directed
from the temperature regulated chamber 5 to the detector
component 1 can be controlled by the temperature con-

trolling part TCM3.
[0052] The fourth temperature controlling part TCM4
and TCM5 will be described with reference to Fig. 7.
[0053] According to various aspects, an upper polymer
block 34 is, for example, a block formed with an acrylic
resin. A syringe 31, a polymer storage container 25 and
a buffer container 15 can be connected to the upper pol-
ymer block 34. Flow paths 31a to 31e can be formed in
the upper polymer block 34.
[0054] According to various aspects, a fresh polymer
34c can be filled in the polymer storage container 25.
The polymer storage container 25 can be connected to
an end of the flow path 31b through a tube path 34b. A
first valve (check valve) V1 can be provided between an
end of the tube path 34b and the flow path 31b to allow
only the flow of the polymer from the polymer storage
container 25 toward the upper polymer block 34.
[0055] According to various aspects, the syringe 31
and the upper polymer block 34 can be connected at a
connecting part 31’. When a pin valve PV is closed, and
a plunger of the syringe 31 is withdrawn for reducing pres-
sure, the fresh polymer 34c in the polymer storage con-
tainer 25 can be filled into the syringe 31 through the tube
path 34b, the flow path 31b and the flow path 31a. When
the pin valve PV is closed, and the plunger of the syringe
31 is pressed, the polymer filled in the syringe 31 can be
injected into the capillaries 3a through the flow path 31a,
the flow path 31c and the flow path 31d. The polymer
functions as the separation medium 4b inside the capil-
laries 3a. The separation medium 4b after analysis can
be discharged outside the capillaries 3a through the sam-
ple injecting end 3b of the capillaries by again charging
the fresh polymer by the foregoing operation.
[0056] According to various aspects, a tube path 15b
can be provided between the flow path 31e in the upper
polymer block 34 and a flow path 15e of a lower polymer
block 15c to connect them. The lower polymer block 15c
has a protrusion part 15c’ protruding downward. The pin
valve PV for opening and shutting an end opening 15d
of the flow path 15e can be attached to the lower polymer
block 15c. A tip end of the pin valve PV can reach the
interior of the protrusion part 15c’. The separation medi-
um 4b can be filled in the flow path 31e in the upper
polymer block 34, the tube path 15b, and the flow path
15e in the lower polymer block 15c. A buffer solution 15a
can be filled in a buffer container 15. Alternatively, sep-
aration medium 4b may be filled into the buffer container
15 instead of the buffer solution. The separation medium
4b and the buffer solution 15a can be in contact with each
other at the end opening 15d of the flow path 15e.
[0057] Upon carrying out electrophoresis, the pin valve
PV can be moved in the withdrawing direction (upward
in the figure). A tip end 6b’ of an electrode 6b can be
grounded. Upon opening the pin valve PV, an electrifi-
cation path can be formed between the electrode 6a and
the electrode 6b through the a) buffer solution 11a (be-
tween the electrode 6a and the sample injecting end 3b
of the capillaries), b) the separation medium 4b (filled in
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the sample injecting end 3b of the capillaries), c) the cap-
illaries 3 through the end part 3d thereof, d) the flow path
31e in the upper polymer block 34, e) the tube path 15b
and the flow path 15e in the lower polymer block 15c,
and f)the buffer solution 15a (between the end opening
15d of the flow path 15e and the electrode 6b).
[0058] Therefore, when the pin valve PV is opened,
and a voltage is applied between the electrode 6a and
the electrode 6b with the direct current power supply 21
(Fig. 1), such a voltage can be applied between both the
ends of the electrification path (to be precise, the voltage
is applied to the buffer solutions positioned on both ends
of the separation medium, which are filled in the electri-
fication path). Consequently, an electric current can be
created in the separation medium 4b filled in the capil-
laries 3a.
[0059] The pin valve PV is closed when the polymer is
replaced in the capillaries 3a. At this time, the separation
medium can be injected from the polymer storage con-
tainer 25 to the capillaries 3a with the syringe 31.
[0060] According to various aspects, as the tempera-
ture controlling part TCM4, a rubber heater 36 can be
arranged on an outer surface of the tube path 15b and a
temperature monitor 36b can be attached to the outer
surface of the tube path 15b exposed from an opening
formed on the rubber heater 36. Alternatively, it is pos-
sible to provide a rubber heater HT attached to an outer
surface of the buffer container 15 and a temperature mon-
itor HT’ attached to an exposed surface of the buffer con-
tainer 15 exposed from an opening formed on the rubber
heater HT. Both of them may be provided. A heater can
also be provided on an outer surface of the upper polymer
block 34 or in the interior thereof.
[0061] According to various aspects, the buffer solu-
tion 11a and the buffer solution 15a can be prepared with,
for example, a sodium ion and TAPS (N-tris(hydroxyme-
thyl)methyl-3-aminopropanesulfonic acid). The tube
path can be similarly immersed in the buffer solution 15a.
[0062] According to various aspects, the buffer solu-
tions 11a and 15a can be filled in the buffer containers
11 and 15, respectively. The electrode 6a and the elec-
trode 6b can be immersed in the buffer solution 11a and
the buffer solution 15a, respectively. The buffer solutions
11a and 15a can connect electrically between electrodes
and the separation medium in the capillary.
[0063] In Fig. 7, an upper surface of the buffer solution
15a can be positioned above an end opening 15d of the
flow path 15e. Therefore, at least a part of the protrusion
part 15c’ of the lower polymer block 15c can be immersed
in the buffer solution 15a.
[0064] The temperature difference of the separation
medium in the capillaries of the multi-capillary array in
the vicinity of the buffer container can be suppressed by
the temperature controlling part TCM4.
[0065] The temperature controlling part TCM5 will be
described with reference to Fig. 1. According to various
embodiments, the temperature controlling part TCM5
can control the temperature of at least one of the upper

polymer block 34, the buffer solution 15a and the tube
path 15b. According to various aspects, the temperature
controlling part TCM5 can be constituted with a temper-
ature regulated region RH and a temperature monitor
RH’ equipped therein.
[0066] According to various aspects, the temperature
of the separation medium in the capillaries of the multi-
capillary array in at least one region of the upper polymer
block 34, the buffer solution15a, and the tube path 15b
can be controlled by the temperature controlling part
TCM5.
[0067] A temperature controlling function provided in
the electrophoresis apparatus A will be described with
reference to Fig. 8.
[0068] According to various aspects, a temperature
controlling component 26 can be provided for carrying
out the entire temperature control, for example, PID con-
trol. The temperature controller 26 can carry out the entire
temperature control of the capillary electrophoresis ap-
paratus A.
[0069] As described in the foregoing, a temperature
monitor 33 can be provided in the temperature regulated
chamber 5 for monitoring the temperature inside the tem-
perature regulated chamber 5. According to various as-
pects, the temperature monitor 33 can send a signal S1
to the controller 26, and the controller 26 can send a
control signal S2 controlling the temperature in the tem-
perature regulated chamber 5 based on the signal S1,
whereby the basic temperature controlling part TCM0 is
constituted.
[0070] According to various embodiments, the temper-
ature controlling part TCM1 can contain the rubber heater
12b and the temperature monitor 12d. The temperature
monitor 12d can send a signal S3 to the controller 26,
and the controller 26 can send a control signal S4 to
control the temperature of the buffer solution 11a based
on the signal S3 through the rubber heater 12b.
[0071] According to various aspects, the temperature
controlling part TCM2 can contain the rubber heaters 8a-
1 and 8a-2, the rubber heaters 8b-1 and 8b-2, and the
temperature monitor 8c. The temperature monitor 8c can
send a signal S5 to the controller 26, and the controller
26 can send a control signal S6 to control the temperature
of the separation medium 4b in the vicinity of the detector
part 1 (in the detecting component 3c of the capillaries)
based on the signal S5.
[0072] According to various aspects, the temperature
controlling part TCM3 can contain the rubber heaters
HS1 and HS2 and the temperature monitor HS’. The tem-
perature monitor HS’ can send a signal S7 to the con-
troller 26, and the controller 26 can send a control signal
S8 to control the temperature in the vicinity of the outlet
of the temperature regulated chamber 5 based on the
signal S7 through the rubber heaters HS1 and HS2.
[0073] According to various aspects, the temperature
controlling part TCM4 can contain the heater 36 and the
temperature monitor 36b, and further can contain the
heater HT and the temperature monitor HT’, which can
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be in contact with the outer peripheral surface of the buff-
er container 15. The temperature monitor 36b and the
temperature monitor HT’ can send a signal S9 to the con-
troller 26, and the controller 26 can send a control signal
S10 to control the temperature of the separation medium
4b in the vicinity of the upper polymer block 34 based on
the signal S9 through the heaters 36 and HT.
[0074] According to various aspects, the temperature
controlling part TCM5 can contain the temperature reg-
ulated region RH and the temperature monitor RH’ can
be provided inside the temperature regulated region RH.
The temperature monitor RH’ can send a signal S11 to
the controller 26, and the controller 26 can send a control
signal S12 to control the temperature of the temperature
regulated region RH based on the signal S11.
[0075] According to various embodiments, while the
rubber heater 12b can be provided in contact with the
bottom surface of the buffer container 11, it can be pro-
vided on the outer side surface of the buffer container
11. The rubber heater 12b can be provided on one of the
bottom surface and the side surface, and can also be
provided on both of them. Furthermore, the buffer con-
tainer 11 can be placed on a heater to carry out the tem-
perature control.
[0076] According to various aspects, the temperature
controller 26 can send the temperature control signals
S2, S4, S6, S8, S10 and S12 to the temperature regulated
chamber or the heaters based on the signals S1, S3, S5,
S7, S9 and S11 sent from the temperature monitors to
the controller 26, whereby the temperature control can
be accomplished. As the temperature monitor, for exam-
ple, a platinum resistance thermometer and a thermo-
couple can be used.
[0077] As a method for temperature control, for exam-
ple, the PID (proportional integral derivation) control can
be used as described in the foregoing. Such a method
can be used such that the detection output from the tem-
perature monitor can be subjected to feedback to the
heater or Peltier element(s).
[0078] According to various aspects, the temperature
control can be carried out to reduce the difference of the
temperatures in the radial direction of the plural capillar-
ies 3a, for example, the temperatures of the separation
medium in the respective capillaries at positions equidis-
tant from the ends thereof. For example, when the tem-
perature measured by the temperature monitor 33 at-
tached to the temperature regulated chamber 5 and the
temperatures of the other parts are controlled to reduce
the difference therefrom, there is such a tendency that
the temperature difference in the radial direction is re-
duced.
[0079] According to various aspects, a method for us-
ing the multi-capillary electrophoresis apparatus A (i.e.,
a method for analyzing a sample) will be briefly described
below.
[0080] According to various aspects, the separation
medium 4b can be filled in the capillaries 3a by using the
syringe 31. For example, 16 capillaries 3a can be used.

Subsequently, a sample 4a containing plural kinds of
DNA molecules having different base lengths (DNA frag-
ment sample) can be introduced to the separation medi-
um 4b filled in the capillaries 3a through the sample in-
jecting end 3b. The sample injecting end 3b can be im-
mersed in the buffer solution 11a filled in the buffer con-
tainer 11. The PID control can be carried out with the
temperature controller 26 to reduce the temperature dif-
ference among the plural capillaries 3a.
[0081] The temperature control can be carried out to
reduce the temperature difference in the radial direction
of the plural capillaries 3a by using at least one of the
temperature controlling parts. Under the continued tem-
perature control, a high voltage, for example, about from
10 to 20 kV, can be applied between the electrode 6a
(cathode) and the electrode 6b (anode) with the direct
current power supply 21.
[0082] The DNA molecules migrate toward the elec-
trode 6 (electrophoresed) because they are negatively
charged. Differences in electrophoresis migration veloc-
ity of the DNA molecules occur corresponding to the base
lengths thereof. The molecules having smaller base
lengths exhibit larger electrophoresis migration velocities
thereby requiring shorter periods of time to reach the de-
tecting part 3c. Upon irradiating the sample (DNA mole-
cules) reaching the detecting part 3c with laser light L,
identification markers attached to the DNA molecules can
be excited to cause fluorescence. The fluorescence is
collected and imaged onto a photon sensing device (CCD
image sensor) provided in a CCD camera 71. According
to various aspects, DNA molecules can be distinguished
by electric signals obtained from the CCD camera 71,
and thus the DNA can be analyzed. Consequently, a
sample containing DNA fragments can be subjected to
electrophoresis, and fluorescence from the sample can
be detected in the course of electrophoresis, whereby
the DNA base sequencing can be carried out for deter-
mining the base sequence.
[0083] According to various aspects, the separation
medium 4b and the sample 4a can be discharged to the
outside through the injection end 3b According to various
aspects, the separation medium 4b can be replaced per
analysis of one sample, and a fresh separation medium
4b can be used for analysis of a new sample.
[0084] Fig. 9 shows standard deviations of electro-
phoresis time in the case where 16 capillaries 3a are
used, in which a sample is injected, and the capillaries
are simultaneously subjected to electrophoresis under
the same conditions. The data shown in Fig. 9 are ex-
perimental results in the case where the temperature
controlling part TCM1 and the temperature controlling
part TCM2 are attached to the buffer container 11 and
the detector part 1, respectively.
[0085] According to the present disclosure, when no
temperature controlling part is provided on the buffer con-
tainer 11 and the detector component 1 (i.e., an ordinary
electrophoresis apparatus), the standard deviation of
electrophoresis time among the 16 capillaries 3a is about
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0.62. On the other hand, in the case where only the tem-
perature controlling part TCM1 is provided, the standard
deviation of electrophoresis time of the 16 capillaries 3a
is about 0.16. In the case where only the temperature
controlling part TCM2 is provided, the standard deviation
of electrophoresis time of the 16 capillaries 3a is about
0.13.
[0086] In the case where both the temperature control-
ling part TCM1 and the temperature controlling part
TCM2 are provided, the standard deviation of electro-
phoresis time of the 16 capillaries 3a is about 0.13.
[0087] It can be understood from the results that the
difference of the electrophoresis time among the 16 cap-
illaries can be reduced by providing a temperature con-
trolling part on one of the buffer container 11 and the
detector part 1 for carrying out temperature control.
[0088] According to the multi-capillary electrophoresis
apparatus of the present disclosure, fluctuation of the
electrophoresis migration velocity in the radial direction
of plural capillaries can be suppressed.
[0089] Therefore, the analysis of a sample can be car-
ried out in a more accurate manner by using the multi-
capillary electrophoresis apparatus of the various em-
bodimnents
[0090] While the invention describes a multi-capillary
electrophoresis instrument it is understood that the ideas
extend to a single capillary system or other electrophore-
sis approaches such as channel plates.
[0091] Those skilled in the art can appreciate from the
foregoing description that the broad teachings of the
present invention can be implemented in a variety of
forms. Therefore, while this invention has been described
in connection with particular embodiments and examples
thereof, the true scope of the invention should not be so
limited. Various changes and modification may be made
without departing from the scope of the invention, as de-
fined by the appended claims.

Claims

1. A multi-capillary electrophoresis apparatus (A) com-
prising:

a multi-capillary array (3) having a separation
medium filled therein for isolating a sample and
comprising a first sample injecting end at one
end and a second end;
a detector component (1) for acquiring informa-
tion from the sample in the multi-capillary array
at a position remote from the sample injecting
end;
a voltage applying component (6a) for applying
a voltage to an electrification path comprising
the sample injecting end and the detector com-
ponent;
a temperature regulated chamber (5) containing
substantially all of the multi-capillary array ex-

cept for the first sample injecting end and the
second end;
a buffer container (11) containing a buffer solu-
tion (11a) into which the sample injecting end is
immersed;
characterized in that the apparatus further
comprises
a temperature controlling part (TCM1) arranged
for controlling a temperature of the buffer solu-
tion (11a) in the buffer container (11).

2. The multi-capillary electrophoresis apparatus of
claim 1, wherein the temperature controlling part
(TCM1) comprises a heater in contact with the buffer
container.

3. The multi-capillary electrophoresis apparatus of
claim 1, wherein the detector component (1) com-
prises a photon accepting unit capable of receiving
emission light generated upon irradiating the sample
with excitation light.

4. The multi-capillary electrophoresis apparatus of
claim 1, further comprising additional temperature
controlling parts capable of heating portions of the
apparatus to temperatures different from a temper-
ature of the temperature regulated chamber (5).

5. The multi-capillary electrophoresis apparatus of
claim 1, wherein the voltage applying component
(6a) surrounds the sample injecting end of each cap-
illary of the multi-capillary array and the apparatus
is free of an air gap between the capillaries and the
voltage applying component.

6. The multi-capillary electrophoresis apparatus of
claim 1, wherein a portion of the multi-capillary array
in the vicinity of the detector component (1) is not
contained in the temperature regulated chamber (5)
and the apparatus comprises a further temperature
controlling part (TCM2) capable of controlling a tem-
perature of the detector component.

7. The multi-capillary electrophoresis apparatus of
claim 6, wherein the temperature controlling part
(TCM1) comprises a heater for heating the buffer
solution and a first sensor for measuring a temper-
ature of the buffer solution, and the further temper-
ature controlling part (TCM2) comprises a heater for
heating the detector component and a sensor for
measuring a temperature of the detector component.

8. The multi-capillary electrophoresis apparatus of
claim 6, further comprising a separate temperature
controlling part (TCM5) capable of controlling a tem-
perature of the multi-capillary array located beyond
the detector component.
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9. The multi-capillary electrophoresis apparatus of
claim 6, further comprising additional temperature
controlling parts capable of heating portions of the
apparatus to temperatures different from a temper-
ature of the temperature regulated chamber.

Patentansprüche

1. Multi-Kapillarelektrophoresevorrichtung (A), umfas-
send:
ein Multi-Kapillararray (3), das ein darin eingefülltes
Trennmedium zum Isolieren einer Probe aufweist
und ein erstes Probeninjektionsende an einem Ende
und einem zweiten Ende umfasst:

eine Detektorkomponente (1) zum Erfassen von
Informationen von der Probe in dem Multi-Ka-
pillararray an einer Position, die sich in einer Ent-
fernung von dem Probeninjektionsende befin-
det;
eine Spannungsanlegekomponente (6a) zum
Anlegen einer Spannung an einen Elektrifizie-
rungsweg, umfassend das Probeninjektionsen-
de und die Detektorkomponente;
eine temperaturregulierte Kammer (5), die im
Wesentlichen das gesamte Multi-Kapillararray,
außer das erste Probeninjektionsende und das
zweite Ende, enthält;
einen Pufferbehälter (11), der eine Pufferlösung
(11a) enthält, in die das Probeninjektionsende
eingetaucht wird;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Vorrich-
tung ferner einen Temperatursteuerteil (TCM1)
umfasst, der dazu ausgelegt ist, eine Tempera-
tur der Pufferlösung (11a) in dem Pufferbehälter
zu steuern.

2. Multi-Kapillarelektrophoresevorrichtung nach An-
spruch 1, wobei der Temperatursteuerteil (TCM1)
eine Heizvorrichtung in Kontakt mit dem Pufferbe-
hälter umfasst.

3. Multi-Kapillarelektrophoresevorrichtung nach An-
spruch 1, wobei die Detektorkomponente (1) eine
Photonenaufnahmeeinheit umfasst, die dazu in der
Lage ist, Emissionslicht zu empfangen, das bei der
Bestrahlung der Probe mit Anregungslicht erzeugt
wird.

4. Multi-Kapillarelektrophoresevorrichtung nach An-
spruch 1, ferner umfassend zusätzliche Tempera-
tursteuerteile, die dazu in der Lage sind, Teile des
Geräts auf Temperaturen zu erhitzen, die sich von
einer Temperatur der temperaturregulierten Kam-
mer (5) unterscheiden.

5. Multi-Kapillarelektrophoresevorrichtung nach An-

spruch 1, wobei die Spannungsanlegekomponente
(6a) das Probeninjektionsende jeder Kapillare des
Multi-Kapillararrays umgibt und die Vorrichtung frei
von einem Luftzwischenraum zwischen den Kapilla-
ren und der Spannungsanlegekomponente ist.

6. Multi-Kapillarelektrophoresevorrichtung nach An-
spruch 1, wobei ein Abschnitt des Multi-Kapillarar-
rays in der Nähe der Detektorkomponente (1) nicht
in der temperaturregulierten Kammer (5) enthalten
ist, und die Vorrichtung einen weiteren Temperatur-
steuerteil (TCM2) umfasst, der dazu in der Lage ist,
eine Temperatur der Detektorkomponente zu steu-
ern.

7. Multi-Kapillarelektrophoresevorrichtung nach An-
spruch 6, wobei der zweite Temperatursteuerteil
(TCM1) eine Heizvorrichtung zum Erhitzen der Puf-
ferlösung und einen Sensor zum Messen einer Tem-
peratur der Pufferlösung umfasst, und der weitere
Temperatursteuerteil (TCM2) eine Heizvorrichtung
zum Erhitzen der Detektorkomponente und einen
Sensor zum Messen einer Temperatur der Detek-
torkomponente umfasst.

8. Multi-Kapillarelektrophoresevorrichtung nach An-
spruch 6, ferner umfassend einen getrennten Tem-
peratursteuerteil (TCM5), der dazu in der Lage ist,
eine Temperatur des Multi-Kapillararrays zu steu-
ern, die außerhalb der Detektorkomponente ange-
ordnet ist.

9. Multi-Kapillarelektrophoresevorrichtung nach An-
spruch 6, ferner umfassend zusätzliche Tempera-
tursteuerteile, die dazu in der Lage sind, Teile der
Vorrichtung auf Temperaturen zu erhitzen, die sich
von einer Temperatur der temperaturregulierten
Kammer unterscheiden.

Revendications

1. Appareil d’électrophorèse multi-capillaire (A)
comprenant :
un réseau multi-capillaire (3) dans lequel est chargé
un milieu de séparation permettant d’isoler un
échantillon et comprenant une première extrémité
d’injection d’échantillon à une extrémité et une se-
conde extrémité :

un composant détecteur (1) permettant d’ac-
quérir des informations de l’échantillon dans le
réseau multi-capillaire au niveau d’une position
à distance de l’extrémité d’injection
d’échantillon ;
un composant d’application de tension (6a) per-
mettant d’appliquer une tension à un chemin
d’électrification comprenant l’extrémité d’injec-
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tion d’échantillon et le composant détecteur ;
une chambre à température régulée (5) conte-
nant pratiquement tout le réseau multi-capillaire
à l’exception de la première extrémité d’injection
d’échantillon et de la seconde extrémité ;
un récipient (11) de tampon contenant une so-
lution tampon (11a) à l’intérieur de laquelle est
immergée l’extrémité d’injection d’échantillon ;
caractérisé en ce que l’appareil comprend en
outre une partie de régulation de la température
(TCM1) faite pour réguler une température de
la solution tampon (11a) dans le récipient (11)
de tampon.

2. Appareil d’électrophorèse multi-capillaire selon la re-
vendication 1, dans lequel la partie de régulation de
la température (TCM1) comprend un élément chauf-
fant en contact avec le récipient de tampon.

3. Appareil d’électrophorèse multi-capillaire selon la re-
vendication 1, dans lequel le composant détecteur
(1) comprend une unité acceptant des photons sus-
ceptible de recevoir une lumière d’émission générée
lors de l’irradiation de l’échantillon avec une lumière
d’excitation.

4. Appareil d’électrophorèse multi-capillaire selon la re-
vendication 1, comprenant en outre des parties sup-
plémentaires de régulation de la température sus-
ceptibles de chauffer des parties de l’appareil à des
températures différentes d’une température de la
chambre à température régulée (5).

5. Appareil d’électrophorèse multi-capillaire selon la re-
vendication 1, dans lequel le composant d’applica-
tion de tension (6a) entoure l’extrémité d’injection
d’échantillon de chaque capillaire du réseau multi-
capillaire et l’appareil est exempt d’un intervalle d’air
entre les capillaires et le composant d’application de
tension.

6. Appareil d’électrophorèse multi-capillaire selon la re-
vendication 1, dans lequel une partie du réseau mul-
ti-capillaire à proximité du composant détecteur (1)
n’est pas contenue dans la chambre à température
régulée (5), et l’appareil comprend une autre partie
de régulation de la température (TCM2) permettant
de réguler une température du composant détec-
teur.

7. Appareil d’électrophorèse multi-capillaire selon la re-
vendication 6, dans lequel la deuxième partie de ré-
gulation de la température (TCM1) comprend un élé-
ment chauffant permettant de chauffer la solution
tampon et un capteur permettant de mesurer une
température de la solution tampon, et l’autre partie
de régulation de la température (TCM2) comprend
un élément chauffant permettant de chauffer le com-

posant détecteur et un capteur permettant de mesu-
rer une température du composant détecteur.

8. Appareil d’électrophorèse multi-capillaire selon la re-
vendication 6, comprenant en outre une partie sé-
parée de régulation de la température (TCM5) per-
mettant de réguler une température du réseau multi-
capillaire située au-delà du composant détecteur.

9. Appareil d’électrophorèse multi-capillaire selon la re-
vendication 6, comprenant en outre des parties sup-
plémentaires de régulation de la température per-
mettant de chauffer des parties de l’appareil à des
températures différentes d’une température de la
chambre à température régulée.
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