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Description 

Background  of  the  Invention: 

The  present  invention  relates  to  a  liquid  crystal 
display  device  and  more  particularly  to  a  driving 
circuit  for  driving  a  liquid  crystal  display  device. 

In  the  case  of  time  multiplex  driving  of  a  liquid 
crystal  display  device,  the  amplitude-selective  ad- 
dressing  scheme  is  usually  used  as  described  in 
U.S-A-3976362  to  Kawakami  and  the  polarity  of 
voltage  applied  to  liquid  crystal  layer  is  periodically 
reversed  so  that  the  liquid  crystal  layer  has  no 
mean  DC  level  applied  to  it.  For  polarity  inversion, 
there  are  two  kinds  of  methods,  one  of  which  is  to 
convert  the  driving  waveforms  into  alternating 
waveforms  by  inverting  the  polarity  within  one 
frame  period  (the  time  necessary  to  scan  all  scan- 
ning  lines  once),  and  is  hereafter  referred  to  as 
driving  method  A,  and  the  other  is  to  convert  the 
driving  waveforms  into  alternating  waveforms  by 
inverting  the  polarity  within  the  period  of  two 
frames  and  is  hereafter  referred  to  as  driving  meth- 
od  B.  These  methods  of  time  multiplex  driving  for 
liquid  crystal  display  elements  are  discussed  in 
detail,  for  example,  in  the  Nikkei  Electronics,  Au- 
gust  18th,  1980,  pp150-174. 

The  time  multiplex  driving  for  liquid  crystal 
display  elements  is  described  in  the  above-men- 
tioned  patent  and  reference,  and  at  present  the 
driving  method  B  is  used  mainly  with  the  increase 
of  scanning  line  numbers  for  time  multiplexing  in 
order  to  avoid  the  increase  of  power  consumption 
of  a  driver  LSI. 

However,  since  the  lowest  driving  frequency  in 
the  driving  method  B  is  the  half  of  the  frame 
frequency,  e.g.  70Hz,  there  may  be  a  case  where 
liquid  crystal  display  elements  are  driven  at  a  very 
low  frequency  according  to  a  pattern  to  be  dis- 
played.  On  the  other  hand,  the  threshold  voltage  of 
the  liquid  crystal  has  a  characteristic  dependent  on 
the  frequency  of  applied  voltage,  and  in  case  that 
the  threshold  voltage  of  the  liquid  crystal,  a  voltage 
at  which  ON-state  of  liquid  crystal  display  elements 
begins  to  be  visible,  falls  largely  at  lower  fre- 
quencies,  strong  blurs  occur  in  display  according 
to  particular  display  patterns  when  the  driving 
method  B  is  employed.  For  example,  if  the  liquid 
crystal  has  a  characteristic  in  which  the  threshold 
voltage  Vth  drops  at  lower  frequencies  as  is  shown 
in  Fig.  1,  and  the  alphabet  E  is  displayed  by 
applying  voltage  between  signal  electrodes  Ci  , 
C2  C20  and  scanning  electrodes  R1  ,  R2  R27 
selectively  as  in  Fig.  2,  darkening  of  the  shaded 
areas  of  A1  ,  A2  and  A3  occurs,  and  the  degree  of 
darkening  is  lower  than  that  of  the  selected  ele- 
ment  D  on  B1  and  B2  areas  but  higher  than  that  of 
the  non-selected  areas  E  on  B1  and  B2.  As  a 

result,  dark  shades  appear  near  an  intended  dis- 
play  as  shadows.  This  phenomenon  can  be  ex- 
plained  as  follows.  The  frequency  components  of 
the  driving  voltage  V0  applied  to  the  liquid  crystal 

5  display  elements  on  the  areas  of  A1  ,  A2  and  A3  are 
extremely  lower  than  those  of  the  driving  voltage 
V0  applied  to  the  liquid  crystal  display  elements  on 
the  areas  of  B1  and  B2.  Considering  the  frequency 
dependence  of  the  threshold  voltage  shown  in  Fig. 

10  1  ,  the  voltage  V1  applied  to  the  elements  on  A1  ,  A2 
and  A3  areas  with  respect  to  their  threshold  vol- 
tages  at  their  frequency  is  higher  than  the  voltage 
V2  applied  to  the  elements  on  B1  and  B2  areas 
with  respect  to  their  threshold  voltages  at  their 

15  frequency,  and  as  a  result,  the  degree  of  darkening 
of  the  elements  on  A1  ,  A2  and  A3  areas  is  higher 
than  that  of  the  non-selected  elements  on  B1  and 
B2  areas  and  the  phenomenon  of  blurs  occurs 
around  the  display.  As  an  example,  the  driving 

20  waveforms  are  shown  in  Figs.  3(a)  to  3(j)  which  are 
applied  to  the  display  elements  ai  ,  a2,  a3  and  en 
shown  in  Fig.  2  by  the  driving  method  B.  In  these 
figures,  by  comparing  the  driving  waveforms  ap- 
plied  to  the  display  element  a2  with  the  driving 

25  waveforms  applied  to  the  remaining  display  ele- 
ments  ai  ,  a3  and  en,  it  can  be  understood  that  the 
frequency  components  of  the  driving  waveforms 
applied  to  the  display  element  a2  is  extremely 
higher  than  the  frequency  components  of  the  driv- 

30  ing  waveforms  applied  to  the  display  elements  ai  , 
a3  and  en,  and  from  the  relations  shown  in  Fig.  1,  it 
can  be  understood  easily  that  the  blurs  in  display 
become  excessively  conspicuous  with  the  increase 
of  frequency  range  of  the  driving  waveforms. 

35  Further,  in  Fig.  2  the  B1  area  appears  blanched 
compared  with  B2  area  due  to  the  higher  frequency 
components  for  the  B1  area,  and  this  phenomenon 
can  be  explained  in  the  same  way  as  above.  Fur- 
ther,  in  Fig.  3  the  symbol  td  designates  a  pulse 

40  width  of  a  scanning  signal. 
As  a  measure  to  solve  this  problem,  it  may  be 

considered  to  use  the  driving  method  A,  but  it  is 
known  that  a  different  type  of  blurs  in  display 
appears  by  this  driving  method  A,  which  are,  it  can 

45  be  considered,  caused  by  considerable  influences 
of  waveform  distortions  on  effective  voltage  values 
at  resultant  higher  driving  frequencies. 

Summary  of  the  Invention: 

An  object  of  the  present  invention  is  to  provide 
a  liquid  crystal  display  device  free  from  the  blurs  in 
display  due  to  the  lowering  of  the  threshold  voltage 
of  the  liquid  crystal  with  low  frequency. 

55  Another  object  of  the  present  invention  is  to 
provide  a  liquid  crystal  device  free  from  spurious 
signals  in  display  due  to  the  inversion  of  polarity  of 
voltage  applied  to  liquid  crystal  display  elements. 
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The  abovementioned  objects  can  be  accom- 
plished  by  the  present  invention  which  provides 
liquid  crystal  display  devices  as  defined  in  claims  1 
and  7,  respectively. 

Brief  Description  of  the  Drawings: 

Fig.  1  shows  the  frequency  dependence  of  the 
threshold  voltage;  Fig.  2  is  a  diagram  for  illustrating 
the  occurrence  of  blurs  in  display  in  the  case  of 
displaying  the  pattern  of  the  alphabet  E  on  the 
liquid  crystal  panel;  Figs.3(a)  to  3(j)  show  timing 
charts  of  the  operations  in  Fig.  2;  Fig.  4  is  a  graph 
showing  variations  in  threshold  voltage  which  are 
caused  by  the  frequency;  Fig.  5  is  a  graph  showing 
changes  in  luminance  versus  variations  in  threshold 
voltage;  Fig.  6  is  a  graph  showing  relationship 
between  luminance  and  effective  values  of  applied 
voltages,  this  graph  being  employed  for  a  descrip- 
tion  of  the  threshold  voltage;  Figs  7(a)  to  7(d) 
inclusive  are  charts  for  describing  a  method  of 
increasing  frequencies  of  the  driving  voltage  with 
the  help  of  a  new  control  signal  M";  Figs  8(a)  to  8- 
(e)  inclusive  are  charts  for  explaining  phasic  rela- 
tions  between  successsive  frames  and  a  ratio  of 
the  period  of  the  control  signal  M'  to  the  frame 
period;  Figs.  9(a),  9(b)  are  charts  for  describing  a 
phasic  relation  between  the  control  signals  M  and 
M';  Fig.  10  is  a  block  diagram  of  liquid  crystal 
modules  which  shows  one  example  of  a  driving 
circuit  designed  for  a  liquid  crystal  display  device 
according  to  the  present  invention;  Figs.  11(a)  to 
11(d)  inclusive  are  charts  showing  operational  tim- 
ing  of  Fig.  10;  Fig.  12  is  a  circuit  diagram  showing 
one  example  of  the  liquid  crystal  driving  circuit 
connected  to  that  depicted  in  Fig.  10;  Figs.  13(a)  to 
13(e)  inclusive  are  charts  showing  operational  tim- 
ing  of  the  circuit  illustrated  in  Fig.  12;  Fig.  14  is  a 
circuit  diagram  showing  another  example  of  the 
liquid  crystal  driving  circuit  connected  to  that  de- 
picted  in  Fig.  10;  Figs.  15(a)  to  15(e)  inclusive  are 
charts  showing  operational  timing  of  the  circuit  of 
Fig.  14;  Figs.  16(a)  to  16(1)  inclusive  are  charts  of 
voltage  waveforms  which  show  comparison  of  driv- 
ing  frequencies  by  the  driving  methods  A,  B  and 
the  embodiment  1,  respectively,  when  all  the  pic- 
ture  elements  are  to  be  on  an  ON-state;  and  Figs 
17  to  28  inclusive  are  circuit  diagrams  each  show- 
ing  a  still  another  embodiment  of  the  liquid  crystal 
driving  circuit  connected  to  that  of  Fig.  10. 

Detailed  Description  of  the  Preferred  Embodi- 
ments: 

In  the  driving  method  B,  the  frequency  fD  of  a 
drive  voltage  appiled  to  the  liquid  crystal  element  is 
in  the  range  of  relation  (1)  where  a  frame  frequency 
is  fF  and  the  number  of  scanning  lines,  namely  the 

number  of  multiplexing  is  n. 

(1/2)fFSfDS(1/2)nfF  (1) 

5  When  considering  an  example  of  liquid  crystal 
display  device  where  a  number  of  multiplexing  is 
100,  since  the  frame  frequency  fF  ranges  from  40 
to  90  Hz,  the  drive  frequency  fD  is,  in  this  case,  in 
the  range  of  relation  (2). 

10 
20  (Hz)   ̂ fD   ̂ 4500  (Hz)  (2) 

Fig.  4  shows  changes  in  threshold  voltage  Vth 
resulting  from  changes  in  drive  frequency  in  terms 

is  of  the  percentage  for  the  threshold  voltage  Vth 
(500  Hz)  with  drive  frequency  of  500  Hz  and  Fig.  5 
shows  changes  in  luminance  of  liquid  crystal  dis- 
play  resulting  from  the  change  of  threshold  voltage 
Vth. 

20  In  these  Figures,  the  threshold  voltage  Vth  is, 
as  shown  in  Fig.  6,  the  effective  value  of  the 
applied  voltage  in  which  the  luminance  observed  in 
the  direction  inclined  at  an  angle  of  10°  from  the 
normal  to  the  display  surface  amounts  to  80%, 

25  which  is  designated  as 

V  (_H 
80% 

30 
Therefore,  when  the  frequency  fD  changes  in 

the  range  specified  by  the  inequality  (2),  the 
threshold  voltage  Vth  is  lowered  by  5%  in  the  low 
frequency  side  as  is  apparent  from  Fig.  4  and 

35  thereby  the  luminance  of  liquid  crystal  display  is 
changed  by  10%  or  more  with  reference  to  Fig.  5, 
allowing  generation  of  blur  in  display.  It  can  also  be 
understood  that  the  change  of  threshold  voltage 
Vth  must  be  suppressed  to  about  1.5%  or  less  in 

40  view  of  keeping  change  of  luminance  at  10  %  or 
less  so  that  blur  in  display  can  not  be  detected,  but 
the  minimum  value  of  drive  frequency  must  be 
kept  at  100  Hz  or  more  in  order  to  suppress 
changes  in  threshold  voltage  Vth  to  1%  or  less 

45  considering  some  margin. 
In  order  to  raise  the  minimum  value  of  drive 

voltage  frequency  component  without  changing  the 
voltage  waveforms  applied  to  the  signal  electrodes 
Ci  and  scanning  electrodes  Ri  from  that  of  the 

50  driving  method  B,  the  period  for  reversal  of  polarity 
of  voltage  applied  to  the  liquid  crystal  element 
must  be  set  larger  than  that  of  the  driving  method 
A  but  must  be  smaller  than  that  of  the  driving 
method  B.  An  example  of  drive  signal  waveform 

55  applied  to  the  picture  element  a3  shown  in  Fig.  2 
will  be  explained  hereinafter.  In  Fig.  7,  the 
waveform  (a)  is  a  drive  waveform  applied  to  the 
picture  element  a3  during  the  drive  by  the  driving 

3 
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method  B,  the  waveform  (b)  is  a  control  signal  M 
for  reversing  the  polarity  of  voltage  applied  to  liquid 
crystal  layer  during  the  driving  method  B,  namely 
during  the  two  frame  period,  the  waveform  (c)  is  a 
new  control  signal  M"  for  increasing  frequencies  of 
drive  waveform  applied  to  the  liquid  crystal  layer, 
and  the  waveform  (d)  is  a  drive  waveform  formed 
through  inversion  of  polarity  by  the  new  control 
signal  M".  Since  the  frequency  of  new  control 
signal  M"  is  equal  to  triple  that  of  control  signal  M 
for  the  driving  method  B,  the  frequency  component 
of  drive  waveform  applied  to  the  picture  element  a3 
is  also  tripled. 

The  minimum  frequency  component,  20  Hz  of 
the  drive  voltage  in  the  driving  method  B  can  be 
set  higher  than  the  minimum  driving  frequency  100 
Hz  for  suppressing  the  change  in  Vth  to  1  %  or  less 
by  inverting  the  polarity  of  the  drive  voltage  with 
the  control  signal  having  the  period  less  than  1/5  of 
that  of  the  control  signal  M  whose  period  is  double 
the  frame  period  in  the  driving  method  B.  Mean- 
while,  if  the  period  of  control  signal  is  set  exces- 
sively  short,  the  driving  method  becomes  similar  to 
the  method  A  and  influences  by  the  distortion  of 
drive  waveform  on  the  effective  value  of  drive  volt- 
age  become  large,  and  blurs  in  display  are  gen- 
erated. 

According  to  the  results  of  some  experiments, 
it  is  found  that  that  when  the  frame  frequency  falls 
within  a  range  of  40  -  90  Hz  and  the  number  of 
multiplexing  n  is  in  a  range  of  50  -  200,  it  is 
preferable  to  adopt  the  new  control  signal  M" 
which  satisfies  the  relation  indicated  below. 

2.0   ̂ (Frame  period/Period  of  the  new  control  sig- 
nal)  =s  6.0  (3) 

The  embodiments  of  the  present  invention  will 
then  be  explained  in  detail  with  reference  to  the 
accompanying  drawings. 

Referring  to  Fig.  8,  there  are  shown  phasic 
relationships  between  a  ratio  of  the  frame  period  tf 
to  the  period  tw  of  the  control  signal  M'  and 
starting  ends  of  successive  frames. 

When  L  -  1   ̂ tf  /tM'  <  L  -  1/2  (4) 

where  L  is  a  positive  integer,  the  polarity  of  the 
control  signal  M'  at  the  starting  ends  of  the  succes- 
sive  frames,  as  shown  in  Figs  8(a),  8(d),  8(e),  does 
not  change. 

When  L  -1/2   ̂ tf  /tM'  <L  (5) 

as  shown  in  Figs  8(b),  8(c),  the  polarity  of  the 
control  signal  M'at  the  starting  ends  of  the  succes- 
sive  frames  is  inverted. 

Hence,  given  that  tw  is  set  to  a  relation  such 

as  L  -1  S  Tf  /tM'  <L  -  1/2,  it  is  desirable  to  invert 
the  control  signal  M'  with  the  frame  period  tf. 

Save  for  the  method  A,  even-numbered  frames 
are  required  for  making  the  mean  value  of  the 

5  voltage  zero  which  is  to  be  appiled  to  the  liquid 
crystal  layer.  Where  t  is  the  clock  period;  n  t  is  the 
frame  period;  and  mris  the  period  of  the  control 
signal  M',  the  period  talt  with  which  the  phasic 
relation  between  the  frame  frequency  and  the  con- 

io  trol  signal  M'  is  likewise  repeated  as  in  the  case  of 
the  initial  relation  is  given  such  as: 

H  =  talj/t  =  (the  least  common  multiple  of  2n  and 
m)  (6) 

15 
Fig.  9  shows  a  phasic  relation  between  the 

control  signal  M  and  the  control  signal  M'  in  con- 
nection  with  the  period  talt  ,  the  control  signal  M' 
being  generated  by  counting  the  clock  signal  and 

20  the  control  signal  M  being  the  signal  for  polarity 
reversal  with  the  frame  period  tf. 

Fig.  9(a)  shows  such  a  phasic  relation  required 
for  making  the  mean  value  of  the  voltage  which  is 
to  be  applied  to  the  liquid  crystal  layer  per  period 

25  talt  zero,  when  talt  = 2(2K  +  1)tf,  k  being  a 
positive  integer.  Hence,  the  following  formulae 
must  be  satisfied. 

talt/tm  =  TALi/(2nT)  =  H/(2n)  =  odd  numbers, 
30  talt/tiw  =  TALT/(nriT)  =  H/m  =  even  numbers  . 

(7) 

When  talt  _  2  .  2K  .  tf,  Fig.  9(b)  shows  such 
a  phasic  relation  required  for  making  the  mean 

35  value  of  the  voltage  which  is  to  be  applied  to  the 
liquid  crystal  layer  per  period  tAlt  zero.  This  in- 
dicates  that  the  formulae  (8)  must  be  met. 

talt/tm  =  TALT/(2nT)  =  even  numbers, 
40  talt/tm-  =  TALT/(nriT)  =  odd  numbers  (8) 

In  other  words,  the  value  of  m  is  set  so  that 
both  H/(2n)  and  H/m  are  not  simultaneously  odd 
numbers. 

45  If  P  is  a  positive  integer,  the  equation  (9)  can 
be  expressed  as  follows. 

n  =  mP  +  Q  however,  m>|Q|  (9) 

50  Accordingly  as  Q  decreases,  the  scanning  line  on 
which  the  polarity  inversion  takes  place  moves 
more  smoothly.  To  be  specific,  if  m  is  so  set  as  to 
establish  this  inequality,  -  10   ̂ Q   ̂ 10,  the  scan- 
ning  line  on  which  the  polarity  inversion  of  the 

55  voltage  applied  to  the  liquid  crystal  layer  occurs 
moves  smoothly,  thereby  preventing  deterioration 
of  the  display  quality. 

The  preferred  embodiments  of  the  present  in- 

4 
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vention  will  hereinafter  be  described  in  detail  with 
reference  to  the  accompanying  drawings. 

Fig.  10  is  a  block  diagram  showing  one  exam- 
ple  of  the  liquid  crystal  display  device  comprising  a 
liquid  crystal  module  and  a  control  circuit  for  con- 
trolling  this  liquid  crystal  module. 

In  this  Figure,  reference  numeral  1  denotes  a 
liquid  crystal  module  comprising  a  liquid  crystal 
display  panel  having  a  plurality  of  liquid  crystal 
picture  elements  arranged  on  a  matrix  and  driving 
circuits  for  the  liquid  crystal,  and  2  denotes  a 
control  circuit  (for  example,  Control  Circuit  Board 
for  Graphic  LCD  display  Modules  CB  1026R  avail- 
able  from  Hitachi,  Ltd.)  for  controlling  the  operation 
of  the  liquid  crystal  module  1.  Numeral  3  denotes 
the  liquid  crystal  display  panel  shown  in  Fig.  2,  4a 
and  4b  signal  electrode  driving  circuits  for  giving 
signal  voltage  as  its  outputs  to  the  Y  axis  signal 
lines  Yi  ,  Y2,  Y3  Ym  of  the  liquid  crystal  display 
panel  blocks  3a  and  3b,  respectively,  and  5  a 
scanning  electrode  driving  circuit  for  giving  selec- 
tive  pulses  as  its  outputs  for  scanning  the  X  axis 
scanning  lines  Xi  ,  X2,  X3  Xn  and  Xn  +  r  Xn  +  2' 

X2n  of  the  liquid  crystal  display  panel  blocks  3a 
and  3b  respectively  and  sequentially  and  num- 
bered  6  denotes  a  power  supply  for  supplying 
proper  voltage  to  drive  the  signal  electrode  driving 
circuits  4a,  4b  and  the  scanning  electrode  driving 
circuit  5  by  the  amplitude-selective  addressing 
scheme  as  described  in  U.S  Patent  No.3976362  to 
Kawakami.  The  numeral  7  denotes  a  timing  circuit 
for  generating  the  latch  signal  CLi  ,  data  shift  signal 
CL2  and  the  control  signal  M  for  AC  driving  as  the 
timing  signals  to  operate  the  liquid  crystal  module 
1,  and  8  a  power  supply  for  supplying  the  proper 
voltage  to  the  power  supply  6.  Symbols  Di  and  D2 
denote  data  terminals  to  which  ON-OFF  information 
for  all  picture  elements  on  the  signal  electrodes  Yi  , 
Y2,  Y3  Ym  are  given  serially  as  the  inputs  and 
FLM  an  input  terminal  to  which  the  frame  fre- 
quency  signal  is  given  as  its  input.  Further  explana- 
tion  is  made  in  "Liquid-Crystal  Matrix  Display", 
Image  Pickup  and  Displays,  IV  Academic  Press 
(1981). 

Figs.  11(a)  to  11(d)  are  timing  charts  showing 
the  output  signals  of  the  control  circuit  2  shown  in 
Fig.  10  by  the  driving  method  B. 

In  this  configuration,  ON-OFF  information  sig- 
nals  for  all  picture  elements  on  a  certain  scanning 
line  are  given  to  the  data  terminals  Di  and  D2 
serially  as  inputs.  The  shift  register  in  the  signal 
electrode  driving  circuits  4a  and  4b  shifts  the  data 
according  to  the  data  shift  signal  CL2.  A  latch 
signal  CLi  is  outputted  when  the  shift  register  is 
filled  by  the  serial  data  and  is  latched  by  a  latch 
circuit.  By  switching  an  analog  multiplexer  accord- 
ing  to  the  latched  data  and  taking  out  the  pulse 
signals  for  either  selecting  or  non-selecting  ele- 

ments,  desired  picture  elements  can  be  displayed. 
In  this  case,  the  latch  signal  CLi  generates  signals 
at  every  interval  which  equals  the  divided  value  of 
the  frame  period  tf  by  n,  which  is  the  number  of 

5  time  multiplexed  scanning  lines  and  latches  the 
data.  Also,  in  the  driving  method  B,  as  has  been 
mentioned  above,  the  driving  waveforms  for  the 
liquid  crystal  are  converted  into  alternating 
waveforms  by  inverting  the  polarity  within  two 

io  frames  and  the  complete  alternating  waveforms 
within  the  two  frames  can  be  obtained  by  the 
control  signal  M  having  a  period  which  is  twice  the 
frame  period  tf.  By  using  such  a  driving  method, 
when  all  elements  are  displayed  (ON)  or  all  ele- 

15  ments  are  not  displayed  (OFF),  the  frequency  of 
the  driving  waveforms  applied  to  the  liquid  crystal 
equal  to  about  the  half  of  the  frame  frequency  fF  = 
1/tf.  Like  this,  in  the  driving  method  B,  the  lowest 
frequency  component  is  low  and  this  causes  the 

20  blurs  in  display. 
The  present  invention  is  therefore  character- 

ized  such  that  the  new  control  signal  M"  having  a 
period  shorther  than  that  of  the  original  control 
signal  M  based  on  the  above-described  driving 

25  method  B  is  generated  in  place  of  the  control 
signal  M;  and  the  liquid  crystal  driving  waveforms 
are  inverted  in  polarity  for  alternation  by  employing 
the  new  control  signal  M",  thereby  driving  the 
liquid  crystal  display  device. 

30 
Embodiment  1 

When  the  time-multiplexing  number  n  is  64 
and  the  frame  frequency  fF  is  70  Hz,  there  is 

35  exemplified  a  plan  wherein  the  minimum  driving 
frequency  fDmin  that  is  to  be  applied  to  the  liquid 
crystal  layer  sifficiently  exceeds  200  Hz.  Espe- 
cially,  the  following  three  points  are  taken  into 
consideration:  firstly,  Q  of  the  expression  (9)  should 

40  be  as  small  as  possible;  secondly,  H  of  the  formula 
(6)  should  be  minimized;  and  finally,  the  number  of 
the  driving  circuits  to  be  constituted  should  be 
reduced  down  to  the  minimum  thereof. 

In  case  of  effecting  no  alternation,  the  mini- 
45  mum  driving  frequency  to  be  applied  to  the  liquid 

crystal  layer  is  70  Hz.  In  order  to  increase  this 
frequency  up  to  200  Hz,  the  frequency  fM'  of  the 
control  signal  M'  is  given  as  follows: 

50  fM   ̂ fF  x  (200  Hz/70  Hz) 

Accordingly,  tf/tM'  =  n/m   ̂ 200/70  =  2.86  If 
the  phasic  relation  described  in  the  previous  ex- 
pression  (4)  is  chosen,  the  values  of  m  which 

55  satisfies  this  inequality,  3.0  <  64/m  <  3.5,  are  19, 
20  and  21. 

The  least  common  multiple  H  of  2n  =  128,  m 
=  19  amounts  to  24321,  so  that  H/(2n)  =  2432/128 

5 
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=  19,  H/m  =  2432/19  =128. 
The  least  common  multiple  H  of  2n  =  128, 

m=  20  is  640,  and  hence  H/(2n)  =  640/128  =  5, 
H/m  =  640/20  =  32. 

Furthermore,  the  least  common  multiple  H  of 
2n  =  128,  m  =  21  amounts  to  2688,  and  therefore 
H/(2n)  =  2688/128  =  21,  H/m  =  2688/21  =  128. 
The  relation  of  the  formula  (6)  can  be  satisfied  in 
any  case. 

When  computing  Q  of  the  above-described  ex- 
pression  (9),  such  combinations  as  (m  =  19,  Q  = 
7),  (m  =  20,  Q  =  4),  (m  =  21,  Q  =  1)  are  given. 

So  far  as  this  embodiment  is  concerned,  there 
is  chosen  m  =  20  in  which  H  becomes  its  mini- 
mum. 

In  the  second  place,  a  circuit  is  tangibly  exem- 
plified.  In  Fig.  12,  between  a  liquid  crystal  module 
1  and  a  controller  circuit  2  are  provided  a  counter 
circuit  10  for  outputting  the  new  control  signal  M' 
by  counting  the  latch  signal  CLi  ,  and  an  Exclusive- 
OR  circuit  11  for  outputting  a  still  newer  control 
signal  M"  by  utilizing  both  the  control  signal  M' 
and  the  original  control  signal  M  based  on  the 
driving  method  B  which  is  outputted  from  the  con- 
troller  circuit  2.  According  to  this  embodiment,  ten 
CLi  pulses  are  counted,  and  the  CLi  is  frequency- 
divided,  thereby  obtaining  the  new  control  signal 
M'.  The  still  newer  control  signal  M"  is  the  output 
signal  procured  by  a  step  wherein  the  counter 
output  M'  and  the  control  signal  M  based  on  the 
driving  method  B  that  is  outputted  from  the  control- 
ler  circuit  2  are  exclusive-ORed. 

In  this  embodiment  shown  in  Fig.  12,  inasmuch 
as  reset  signal  terminals  CLR1  ,  CLR2  of  the  coun- 
ter  circuit  10  are  grounded,  the  counter  circuit  10 
counts  the  latch  signal  CLi  and  outputs  the  control 
signal  M'  regardless  of  a  frame  signal  FLM  which 
will  be  mentioned  in  the  embodiment  2.  Therefore, 
neither  the  new  control  signal  M'  nor  the  still  newer 
control  signal  M"  generated  on  the  basis  of  the 
signal  M'  synchronizes  with  the  frame  signal  FLM. 
Namely,  they  do  not  synchronize  with  the  change- 
over  of  frames,  but  the  control  signal  M"  is  in- 
verted.  Figs  13  (a)  to  13(e)  in  combination  show  the 
timing  of  each  of  the  signals  CLi  ,  FLM,  M,  M',  M" 
which  are  employed  in  this  embodiment.  The  still 
newer  control  signal  M"  does  not  synchronizes 
with  the  frame  signal  FLM  and  hence  the  scanning 
line  on  which  the  inversion  of  polarity  of  the  voltage 
to  be  applied  to  the  liquid  crystal  is  started  moves 
per  frame.  In  the  Figure,  an  aspect  of  the  move- 
ment  is  depicted  by  an  arrowhead. 

Embodiment  2 

The  embodiment  2  involves  the  same  step  as 
that  of  the  embodiment  1  wherein:  the  time-mul- 
tiplexing  number  n  is  64;  the  frame  frequency  fF  is 

70  Hz;  the  minimum  driving  frequency  f  Dmin  ex- 
ceeds  200  Hz;  and  ten  CLi  pulses  are  counted 
thereby  to  generate  the  new  control  signal  M'.  In 
the  embodiment  2,  however,  as  shown  in  Fig.  14, 

5  the  frame  signal  FLM  is  inputted  to  the  reset  signal 
terminals  CLR1,  CLR2  of  the  counter  circuit  10,  so 
that  the  counter  circuit  10  synchronizes  with  the 
frame  signal  FLM  every  time  that  the  same  signal 
is  inputted.  Thereafter,  the  counter  circuit  10  is 

io  reset  so  as  to  start  counting  the  latch  signal  CLi  , 
whereby  the  new  control  signal  M'  is  outputted. 

Since  this  control  signal  M'  synchronizes  with 
the  frame  signal  FLM,  the  still  newer  control  signal 
M"  generated  on  the  basis  of  the  signal  M'  likewise 

is  synchronizes  therewith.  In  other  words,  this  signal 
synchronizes  with  the  change-over  of  the  frame. 
Figs.  15(a)  to  15(e)  respectively  show  the  timing  of 
each  of  the  signals  employed  in  the  embodiment  2. 
In  this  case,  the  still  newer  control  signal  M"  syn- 

20  chronizes  with  the  frame  frequency  signal  FLM  and 
hence  the  scanning  line  on  which  the  inversion  of 
polarity  of  the  voltage  to  be  applied  to  the  liquid 
crystal  is  started  is  fixed  without  moving  per  frame. 
Fig.  13  shows  this  situation  with  the  help  of  an 

25  arrowhead.  As  can  be  clarified  from  the  description 
so  far  made  in  this  embodiment,  where  the  scan- 
ning  line  on  which  the  inversion  of  polarity  of  the 
voltage  to  be  applied  to  the  liquid  crystal  occurs  is 
fixed  with  respect  to  all  the  frames,  unevenness  of 

30  display  may  be  created  depending  on  the  oper- 
ational  conditions  on  the  scanning  line  on  which  the 
inversion  of  polarity  takes  place.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances,  if  the  control  signal  M"is  rendered 
asynchronous  with  the  frame  signal  FLM  as  in  the 

35  case  of  the  embodiment  1,  it  is  feasible  to  elimi- 
nate  such  display-unevenness. 

In  the  aforementioned  embodiments  of  the 
present  invention,  the  minimum  driving  fequency 
can  be  set  to  a  higher  value  than  that  in  the 

40  conventional  driving  method  B;  and  it  is  practicable 
to  improve  the  display-unevenness  that  is  caused 
by  a  decrease  in  threshold  voltage  Vth  of  the  liquid 
crystal  on  the  side  of  low  frequencies. 

Figs  16(a)  to  16(1)  in  combination  show  the 
45  respective  driving  waveforms  of  the  voltage  Ri  on 

the  scanning  electrode  and  the  signal  voltage  Ci  in 
case  of  the  all-dot-lighting  of  the  liquid  crystal 
panel  shown  in  Fig.  2  by  making  a  comparison 
between  the  driving  method  A,  the  driving  method 

50  B  and  the  driving  method  of  the  embodiment  1. 
Figs.  16(a)  to  16(d)  show  the  driving  waveforms 
when  the  driving  method  A  is  employed;  Figs.  16- 
(e)  to  16(h)  show  the  driving  waveforms  when  the 
driving  method  B  is  used;  and  Figs.  16(i)  to  16(1) 

55  show  the  driving  waveforms  when  the  driving  meth- 
od  of  the  embodiment  1  is  utilized.  It  becomes 
apparent  on  observing  the  Figures  that  the  driving 
frequency  can  be  set  to  a  value  lower  than  that  of 
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the  driving  method  A,  while  at  the  same  time  it  can 
be  set  to  a  value  higher  than  that  of  the  driving 
method  B.  Hence,  it  is  feasible  to  improve  the 
above-described  unevenness  of  display. 

The  driving  circuits  depicted  in  Figs.  12  and  14 
according  to  the  present  invention  are  simply  con- 
stituted  such  that  two  pieces  of  CMOS  LSI's  are 
merely  added  to  a  conventional  circuit.  Such  a 
constitution  inevitably  brings  about  no  large  in- 
crease  in  manufacturing  costs.  When  viewing  this 
driving  circuit  as  a  black  box  from  the  outside,  the 
configuration  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  conven- 
tional  one,  and  compatibility  of  the  system  is  favor- 
able. 

Embodiment  3 

Where  the  time-multiplexing  number  n  =  80 
and  the  frame  frequency  fF  =  70  Hz,  m  is  likewise 
computed  as  in  the  case  of  the  embodiment  1 
thereby  to  obtain  m  =  23,  24,  25,  26.  However,  m 
=  26  which  allows  Q  to  become  its  minimum  is 
adopted. 

Referring  to  Fig.  17,  there  is  a  shown  a  tan- 
gible  circuit  consisting  of  a  binary  counter  12  and 
an  Ex-OR  circuit  11.  A  particular  difference  be- 
tween  this  circuit  and  the  circuit  employed  in  the 
embodiment  1  involves  such  a  point  that  an  AND 
gate  is  utilized  with  a  view  to  acquiring  m  =  26  in 
the  embodiment  3.  In  this  embodiment,  the  still 
newer  control  signal  M"  does  not  synchronize  with 
the  frame  signal  FLM.  This  is  the  same  with  the 
embodiment  1  . 

Embodiment  4 

As  in  the  case  of  the  embodiment  3,  n  =  80,  fF 
=  70  Hz  and  m  =  26.  AS  can  be  understood  on 
viewing  the  circuit  shown  in  the  Fig.  18,  the  still 
newer  control  signal  M"  that  synchronizes  with  the 
frame  signal  FLM  is  similarly  generated.  This  is  the 
same  with  the  embodiment  2. 

Embodiment  5 

When  the  time-multiplexing  number  n  is  100 
and  the  frame  frequency  fF  is  70  Hz,  m  is  com- 
puted  in  the  same  way  as  that  of  the  embodiment 
1.  As  a  result,  there  are  obtained  m  =  29,  30,  31, 
32,  33.  However,  m  =  32  is  taken  up  for  the 
purpose  of  fulfilling  Q  =  4. 

Fig.  19  shows  a  concrete  example  of  a  circuit 
constituted  by  the  binary  counter  12  and  the  Ex- 
OR  circuit  1  1  .  As  in  the  case  of  the  embodiment  1  , 
the  control  signal  M"  does  not  synchronize  with  the 
frame  signal  FLM. 

Embodiment  6 

n  =  100,  fF  =  70  Hz  and  m  =  32.  These 
values  are  the  same  with  the  embodiment  5.  How- 
ever,  as  can  be  clarified  by  observing  the  circuit 
depicted  in  Fig.  20,  the  control  signal  M"  that 

5  synchronizes  with  the  frame  signal  FLM  is  gen- 
erated.  This  is  the  same  with  the  embodiment  2. 

Embodiment  7 

io  If  the  time-multiplexing  number  n  is  128  and 
the  frame  frequency  fF  is  70  Hz,  m  is  likewise 
computed  as  in  the  case  of  the  embodiment  1 
thereby  to  obtain  m  =  37,  38,  39,  40,  41,  42. 
Among  these  numerical  values,  m  =  42  is  chosen 

is  in  order  that  Q  reaches  the  minimum  value,  viz.,  2. 
Fig.  21  tangibly  shows  a  circuit  which  comprises 
the  binary  counter  12,  a  flip-flop  13  and  the  Ex-OR 
circuit  11.  The  flip-flop  13  is  herein  employed  to 
actualize  the  control  signal  M'  having  50%  duty. 

20  The  control  signal  M"  does  not  synchronize  with 
the  frame  signal  FLM,  which  is  the  same  with  the 
embodiment  1  . 

Embodiment  8 
25 

n  =  128,  fF  =  70  Hz  and  m  =  42.  These 
values  are  identical  with  those  of  the  embodiment 
7.  As  is  obvious  on  viewing  a  circuit  shown  in  Fig. 
22,  the  control  signal  M"  that  synchronizes  with  the 

30  frame  signal  FLM  is  generated. 

Embodiment  9 

Where  the  time-multiplexing  number  n  is  171 
35  and  the  frame  frequency  fF  is  70  Hz,  m  is  similarly 

computed  as  in  the  case  of  the  embodiment  1, 
thus  obtaining  m  =  49,  51,  52,  53,  55,  56.  How- 
ever,  m  =  56  is  adopted  so  that  Q  comes  to  its 
minimum,  viz.,  3.  Fig.  23  tangibly  shows  a  circuit 

40  consisting  of  the  binary  counter  12,  the  flip-flop  13 
and  the  Ex-OR  circuit  11.  The  control  signal  M" 
does  not  synchronize  with  the  frame  signal  FLM. 
This  is  the  same  with  the  embodiment  1. 

45  Embodiment  10 

The  time-multiplexing  n  is  171,  the  frame  fre- 
quency  fF  is  70  Hz  and  m  is  56,  which  numerical 
values  are  the  same  as  those  of  the  embodiment  9. 

50  As  can  be  clarified  by  the  observation  of  a  circuit 
shown  in  Fig.  24,  the  control  signal  M"  that  syn- 
chronizes  with  the  frame  signal  FLM  is  generated, 
this  being  identical  with  the  embodiment  2. 

55  Embodiment  11 

When  n  =  200  and  fF  =  70  Hz,  m  is  likewise 
computed  in  the  same  way  as  that  of  the  embodi- 
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ment  1,  whereby  m  =  58,  59,  60,  61,  62,  63,  64, 
65,  66  are  obtained.  Of  these  values  is  taken  up  m 
=  64  in  which  H  as  well  as  Q  is  relatively  small.  In 
this  case,  H  =  1600  and  Q  =  8.  Fig.  25  shows  a 
tangible  circuit  which  is  constituted  by  the  binary 
counter  12  and  the  Ex-OR  circuit  11.  The  control 
signal  M"  does  not  synchronize  with  the  frame 
signal  FLM.  This  is  the  same  with  the  embodiment 
1. 

Embodiment  12 

n  =  200,  fF  =  70  Hz  and  M  =  64,  which  are 
the  same  as  those  of  the  embodiment  11.  As  is 
obvious  on  observing  a  circuit  depicted  in  Fig.  26, 
the  control  signal  M"  that  synchronizes  with  the 
frame  signal  FLM  is  generated. 

Embodiment  13 

Where  the  time-multiplexing  n  is  175  and  the 
frame  frequency  fF  is  70  Hz,  Fig.  27  tangibly  shows 
a  circuit  in  which  m  =  58  is  chosen.  The  control 
signal  M"  does  not  synchronize  with  the  frame 
signal  FLM,  which  is  the  same  with  the  embodi- 
ment  1  . 

characterized  in  that  said  control  signal  M'  has 
a  period  mr  which  signal  inverts  said  polarity 
of  said  voltage  to  be  applied  across  said  liquid 
crystal  layer  whenever  a  clock  signal  having  a 

5  period  t  is  counted  a  predetemined  number 
m/2,  m  being  a  positive  even  number  smaller 
than  2n, 

wherein  if  a  period  of  a  frame  frequency  is 
m  and  an  arbitrary  positive  integer  is  L, 

w  (1)  m  is  set  to  be  2n/(2L-1),  or 
(2)  m  is  set  to  be  n/L  and  in  which  said 
control  signal  M'  is  maintained  in  an  in- 
verted  state  through  one  said  frame  period 
and  is  maintained  in  the  non-inverted  state 

is  through  the  next  said  frame  period,  or 
(3)  m  is  set  to  satisfy  (L-1/2)  <  n/m  <  L,  or 
(4)  m  is  set  to  satisfy  (L-1)  <  n/m  <  (L-1/2) 
and  in  which  said  control  signal  M'  main- 
tained  in  an  inverted  state  through  in  one 

20  said  frame  period  and  is  maintained  in  the 
non-inverted  state  through  the  next  said 
frame  period, 

and  furthermore 
if  the  least  common  multiple  of  2n  and  m 

25  be  H,  values  of  m  are  set  so  that  both  H/(2n) 
and  H/m  are  not  simultaneously  odd  numbers. 

Embodiment  14 

n  =  175,  fF  =  70  Hz  and  m  =  58.  These 
numerical  values  are  identical  with  those  of  the 
embodiment  13.  As  can  be  understood  from  Fig. 
28,  the  control  signal  M"  that  synchronizes  with  the 
frame  signal  FLM  is  generated. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  latch  signal  is 
frequency-divided  when  generating  the  signal  M'  in 
the  above-described  embodiments.  The  present  in- 
vention  is  not,  however,  confined  to  this. 

Claims 

1.  A  liquid  crystal  display  device  comprising: 
a  liquid  crystal  module  (1)  including  a  liq- 

uid  crystal  display  panel  (3)  having  a  plurality 
of  liquid  crystal  picture  elements  arranged  in  a 
matrix  form,  and  driving  circuits  (4a,  4b,  5)  for 
applying  driving  signals  to  signal  electrodes 
(Yi  ...Ym)  and  to  scanning  electrodes  (Xi  ...X2n) 
of  said  liquid  crystal  display  panel,  respec- 
tively; 

a  control  circuit  (2)  for  controlling  oper- 
ations  of  said  liquid  crystal  module;  and 

a  means  for  inverting  polarity  of  a  voltage 
that  is  to  be  applied  across  a  liquid  crystal 
layer  sandwiched  between  one  of  said  signal 
electrodes  (Yi  ...Ym)  and  one  of  said  scanning 
electrodes  (Xi  ...X2n)  by  generating  a  control 
signal, 

2.  A  liquid  crystal  display  device  as  set  forth  in 
Claim  1,  wherein  m  and  n  fulfill  the  following 

30  inequality:  2.0   ̂ n/m   ̂ 6.0 

3.  A  liquid  crystal  display  device  as  set  forth  in 
Claim  2,  wherein  n  is  not  an  integral  multiple  of 
m. 

35 
4.  A  liquid  crystal  display  device  as  set  forth  in 

Claim  1,  wherein  said  control  signal  M'  does 
not  synchronize  with  said  frame  frequency. 

40  5.  A  liquid  crystal  display  device  as  set  forth  in 
Claim  4,  wherein  scanning  electrodes  (Xi 
...X2n)  where  polarity  of  a  voltage  to  be  applied 
to  said  liquid  crystal  elements  is  inverted  differ 
by  less  than  ten  scanning  electrodes  from 

45  frame  to  frame. 

6.  A  liquid  crystal  display  device  as  set  forth  in 
Claim  1,  wherein  said  clock  signal  is  a  latch 
signal  for  latching  information  data  for  display. 

50 
7.  A  liquid  crystal  display  device  comprising: 

a  liquid  crystal  module  (1)  including  a  liq- 
uid  crystal  display  panel  (3)  divided  into  a 
plurality  of  blocks  (3a,  3b)  having  a  plurality  of 

55  liquid  crystal  picture  elements  arranged  in  a 
matrix  form,  and  driving  circuits  (4a,  4b,  5)  for 
applying  driving  signals  to  signal  electrodes 
(Yi  ...  Ym)  and  to  scanning  electrodes  (Xi 
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...X2n)  of  said  liquid  crystal  display  panel  (3), 
respectively; 

a  control  circuit  (2)for  controlling  oper- 
ations  of  said  liquid  crystal  module;  and 

a  means  for  inverting  polarity  of  a  voltage 
that  is  to  be  applied  across  a  liquid  crystal 
layer  sandwiched  between  one  of  said  signal 
electrodes  (Yi  ...Ym)  and  one  of  said  scanning 
electrodes  (Xi  ...X2n)  by  generating  a  control 
signal, 
characterized  in  that  said  control  signal  M'  has 
a  period  mr  which  signal  inverts  said  polarity 
of  said  voltage  to  be  applied  across  said  liquid 
crystal  layer  whenever  a  clock  signal  having  a 
period  t  is  counted  a  predetemined  number 
m/2,  m  being  a  positive  even  number  smaller 
than  2n, 

wherein  if  a  period  of  a  frame  frequency  is 
m  and  an  arbitrary  positive  integer  is  L, 

(1)  m  is  set  to  be  2n/(2L-1),  or 
(2)  m  is  set  to  be  n/L  and  in  which  said 
control  signal  M'  is  maintained  in  an  in- 
verted  state  through  one  said  frame  period 
and  is  maintained  in  a  non-inverted  state 
through  the  next  said  frame  period,  or 
(3)  m  is  set  to  satisfy  (L-1/2)  <  n/m  <  L,  or 
(4)  m'is  set  to  satisfy  (L-1)  <  n/m  <  (L-1/2) 
and  in  which  said  control  signal  M'  is  main- 
tained  in  an  inverted  state  through  one  said 
frame  period  and  is  maintained  in  a  non- 
inverted  state  through  the  next  said  frame 
period, 

and  furthermore 
if  the  least  common  multiple  of  2n  and  m 

be  H,  values  of  m  are  set  so  that  both  H/(2n) 
and  H/m  are  not  simultaneously  odd  numbers. 

8.  A  liquid  crystal  display  device  as  set  forth  in 
Claim  7,  wherein  m  and  n  satisfy  the  following 
inequality. 

2.0  =s  n/m  =s  6.0 

9.  A  liquid  crystal  display  device  as  set  forth  in 
Claim  8,  wherein  n  is  not  an  integral  multiple  of 
m. 

10.  A  liquid  crystal  display  device  as  set  forth  in 
Claim  7,  wherein  said  control  signal  M'  does 
not  synchronize  with  said  frame  frequency. 

11.  A  liquid  crystal  display  device  as  set  forth  in 
Claim  10,  wherein  scanning  electrodes  (Xi 
...X2n)  where  polarity  of  a  voltage  to  be  applied 
to  said  liquid  crystal  elements  is  inverted  differ 
by  less  than  ten  scanning  electrodes  from 
frame  to  frame. 

12.  A  liquid  crystal  display  device  as  set  forth  in 
Claim  7,  wherein  said  clock  signal  is  a  latch 
signal  for  latching  information  data  for  display. 

5  Patentanspruche 

1.  Fllissigkristallanzeigevorrichtung  mit: 
-  einem  Fllissigkristallmodul  (1)  mit  einem 

Fllissigkristallanzeigepaneel  (3)  mit  meh- 
io  reren  Fllissigkristallanzeigeelementen, 

die  matrixformig  angeordnet  sind,  und 
mit  Treiberschaltungen  (4a,  4b,  5)  zum 
Anlegen  von  Treibersignalen  an  Signal- 
elektroden  (Yi  ...  Ym)  bzw.  an  Rasterelek- 

15  troden  (Xi  ...  X2n)  des  Fllissigkristallan- 
zeigepaneels; 

-  einer  Steuerschaltung  (2)  zum  Steuern 
des  Betriebs  des  Fllissigkristallmoduls; 
und 

20  -  einer  Einrichtung  zum  Umkehren  der  Po- 
laritat  einer  Spannung,  die  an  eine  Fllis- 
sigkristallschicht  anzulegen  ist,  die  zwi- 
schen  eine  der  Signalelektroden  (Yi  ... 
Ym)  und  eine  der  Rasterelektroden  (Xi  ... 

25  X2n)  eingebettet  ist,  durch  Erzeugen  ei- 
nes  Steuersignals, 
dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  da/3  das 
Steuersignal  M'  eine  Periode  mr  auf- 
weist,  welches  Signal  die  Polaritat  der  an 

30  die  Fllissigkristallschicht  anzulegenden 
Spannung  immer  dann  umkehrt,  wenn 
ein  Taktsignal  einer  Periode  t  bis  auf 
einen  vorgegebenen  Wert  m/2  hochge- 
zahlt  ist,  wobei  m  eine  positive  gerade 

35  Zahl  kleiner  als  2n  ist, 
-  wobei  dann,  wenn  m  die  Vollbildfrequenz 

und  L  eine  willklirliche  positive  ganze 
Zahl  ist, 
(1)  m  auf  2n/(2L-1)  gesetzt  wird,  oder 

40  (2)  m  auf  n/L  gesetzt  wird  und  das  Steu- 
ersignal  M'  liber  eine  Vollbildperiode  im 
invertierten  Zustand  gehalten  wird  und  in 
der  nachsten  Vollbildperiode  im  nicht  in- 
vertierten  Zustand  gehalten  wird,  oder 

45  (3)  m  so  eingestellt  wird,  da/S  es  (L-1/2)  < 
n/m  <  L  genugt,  oder 
(4)  m  so  eingestellt  wird,  da/S  es  (L-1)  < 
n/m  <  (L-1/2)  genugt,  und  das  Steuersi- 
gnal  M'  liber  eine  Vollbildperiode  im  in- 

50  vertierten  Zustand  gehalten  wird  und  in 
der  nachsten  Vollbildperiode  im  nicht  in- 
vertierten  Zustand  gehalten  wird; 

-  und  wobei  weiterhin  dann,  wenn  das 
kleinste  gemeinsame  Vielfache  von  2n 

55  und  m  ein  Wert  H  ist,  die  Werte  von  m 
so  eingestellt  werden,  da/S  H/(2n)  und 
H/m  nicht  beide  gleichzeitig  ungeradzah- 
lige  Zahlen  sind. 

9 
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2.  Flussigkristallanzeigevorrichtung  nach  An- 
spruch  1,  bei  der  m  und  n  die  folgende  unglei- 
chung  erfullen:  2,0   ̂ n/m   ̂ 6,0. 

3.  Flussigkristallanzeigevorrichtung  nach  An- 
spruch  2,  bei  der  n  kein  ganzzahliges  Vielfa- 
ches  von  m  ist. 

4.  Flussigkristallanzeigevorrichtung  nach  An- 
spruch  1,  bei  der  das  Steuersignal  M'  nicht  mit 
der  Vollbildfrequenz  synchronisiert. 

5.  Flussigkristallanzeigevorrichtung  nach  An- 
spruch  4,  bei  der  sich  Rasterelektroden  (Xi  ... 
X2n),  bei  denen  die  Polaritat  der  an  die  Fltis- 
sigkristallelemente  zu  legenden  Spannung  in- 
vertiert  wird,  urn  weniger  als  zehn  Rasterelek- 
troden  von  Vollbild  zu  Vollbild  unterscheiden. 

6.  Flussigkristallanzeigevorrichtung  nach  An- 
spruch  1,  bei  der  das  Taktsignal  ein  Sperrsi- 
gnal  ist,  urn  Informationsdaten  fur  die  Anzeige 
zwischenzuspeichern. 

7.  Flussigkristallanzeigevorrichtung  mit: 
-  einem  Flussigkristallmodul  (1)  mit  einem 

Fllissigkristallanzeigepaneel  (3),  das  in 
mehrere  Blocke  (3a,  3b)  unterteilt  ist,  mit 
mehreren  in  Matrixform  angeordneten 
Flussigkristallanzeigeelementen  und  mit 
Treiberschaltungen  (4a,  4b,  5)  zum  Anle- 
gen  von  Treibersignalen  an  Signalelek- 
troden  (Yi  ...  Ym)  bzw.  an  Rasterelektro- 
den  (Xi  ...  X2n)  des  Flussigkristallanzei- 
gepaneels; 

-  einer  Steuerschaltung  (2)  zum  Steuern 
des  Betriebs  des  Flussigkristallmoduls; 
und 

-  einer  Einrichtung  zum  umkehren  der  Po- 
laritat  einer  Spannung,  die  an  eine  Fltis- 
sigkristallschicht  anzulegen  ist,  die  zwi- 
schen  eine  der  Signalelektroden  (Yi  ... 
Ym)  und  eine  der  Rasterelektroden  (Xi  ... 
X2n)  eingebettet  ist,  durch  Erzeugen  ei- 
nes  Steuersignals, 
dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  da/3  das 
Steuersignal  M'  eine  Periode  mr  auf- 
weist,  welches  Signal  die  Polaritat  der  an 
die  Flussigkristallschicht  anzulegenden 
Spannung  immer  dann  umkehrt,  wenn 
ein  Taktsignal  einer  Periode  t  bis  auf 
einen  vorgegebenen  Wert  m/2  hochge- 
zahlt  ist,  wobei  m  eine  positive  gerade 
Zahl  kleiner  als  2n  ist, 

-  wobei  dann,  wenn  die  m  Vollbildfrequenz 
und  L  eine  willkurliche  positive  ganze 
Zahl  ist, 
(1)  m  auf  2n/(2L-1)  gesetzt  wird,  oder 

(2)  m  auf  n/L  gesetzt  wird  und  das  Steu- 
ersignal  M'  tiber  eine  Vollbildperiode  im 
invertierten  Zustand  gehalten  wird  und  in 
der  nachsten  Vollbildperiode  im  nicht  in- 

5  vertierten  Zustand  gehalten  wird,  oder 
(3)  m  so  eingestellt  wird,  da/S  es  (L-1/2)  < 
n/m  <  L  genugt,  oder 
(4)  m  so  eingestellt  wird,  da/S  es  (L-1)  < 
n/m  <  (L-1/2)  genugt,  und  das  Steuersi- 

io  gnal  M'  tiber  eine  Vollbildperiode  im  in- 
vertierten  Zustand  gehalten  wird  und  in 
der  nachsten  Vollbildperiode  im  nicht  in- 
vertierten  Zustand  gehalten  wird; 

-  und  wobei  weiterhin  dann,  wenn  das 
is  kleinste  gemeinsame  Vielfache  von  2n 

und  m  ein  Wert  H  ist,  die  Werte  von  m 
so  eingestellt  werden,  da/S  H/(2n)  und 
H/m  nicht  beide  gleichzeitig  ungeradzah- 
lige  Zahlen  sind. 

20 
8.  Flussigkristallanzeigevorrichtung  nach  An- 

spruch  7,  bei  der  m  und  n  die  folgende  unglei- 
chung  erfullen:  2,0   ̂ n/m   ̂ 6,0. 

25  9.  Flussigkristallanzeigevorrichtung  nach  An- 
spruch  8,  bei  der  n  kein  ganzzahliges  Vielfa- 
ches  von  m  ist. 

10.  Flussigkristallanzeigevorrichtung  nach  An- 
30  spruch  7,  bei  der  das  Steuersignal  M'  nicht  mit 

der  Vollbildfrequenz  synchronisiert. 

11.  Flussigkristallanzeigevorrichtung  nach  An- 
spruch  10,  bei  der  sich  Rasterelektroden  (Xi  ... 

35  X2n),  bei  denen  die  Polaritat  der  an  die  Fltis- 
sigkristallelemente  zu  legenden  Spannung  in- 
vertiert  wird,  urn  weniger  als  zehn  Rasterelek- 
troden  von  Vollbild  zu  Vollbild  unterscheiden. 

40  12.  Flussigkristallanzeigevorrichtung  nach  An- 
spruch  7,  bei  der  das  Taktsignal  ein  Sperrsi- 
gnal  ist,  urn  Informationsdaten  fur  die  Anzeige 
zwischenzuspeichern. 

45  Revendicatlons 

1.  Dispositif  d'affichage  a  cristal  liquide  compre- 
nant  : 

un  module  a  cristal  liquide  (1)  comprenant 
50  un  panneau  d'affichage  a  cristal  liquide  (3) 

possedant  une  pluralite  d'elements  d'image  a 
cristal  liquide  disposes  sous  une  forme  matri- 
cielle,  et  des  circuits  de  commande  (4a,4b,5) 
pour  appliquer  des  signaux  de  commande  res- 

55  pectivement  a  des  electrodes  (Yi  ...Ym)  de 
transmission  de  signaux  et  a  des  electrodes 
de  balayage  (Xi  ...X2n)  dudit  panneau  d'afficha- 
ge  a  cristal  liquide; 

10 
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un  circuit  de  commande  (2)  pour  comman- 
der  des  operations  dudit  module  a  cristal  liqui- 
de;  et 

des  moyens  pour  inverser  la  polarite  d'une 
tension,  qui  doit  etre  appliquee  a  une  couche  5 
de  cristal  liquide  enserree  entre  I'une  desdites 
electrodes  (Yi  ...Ym)  de  transmission  de  si- 
gnaux  et  I'une  desdites  electrodes  de  balayage 
(Xi  ...X2n),  au  moyen  de  la  production  d'un  si- 
gnal  de  commande,  10 
caracterise  en  ce  que  ledit  signal  de  comman- 
de  M'  possede  une  periode  mr,  ce  signal 
inversant  ladite  polarite  de  ladite  tension  de- 
vant  etre  appliquee  a  ladite  couche  de  cristal 
liquide  chaque  fois  qu'un  signal  d'horloge  pos-  is 
sedant  un  signal  t  est  compte  un  nombre 
predetermine  m/2  de  fois,  m  etant  un  nombre 
pair  positif  inferieur  a  2n, 

et  dans  lequel  si  une  periode  d'une  fre- 
quence  de  trames  est  m  et  qu'un  entier  positif  20 
quelconque  est  L, 

(1)  m  est  regie  a  une  valeur  egale  a  2n/(2L- 
1),  ou 
(2)  m  est  regie  a  une  valeur  egale  a  n/L, 
ledit  signal  de  commande  M'  etant  mainte-  25 
nu  dans  un  etat  inverse  pendant  ladite  pe- 
riode  de  trame  et  etant  maintenu  a  I'etat 
non  inverse  pendant  ladite  periode  de  trame 
immediatement  suivante,  ou 
(3)  m  est  regie  de  maniere  a  satisfaire  a  (L-  30 
1/2)  <  n/m  <  L,  ou 
(4)  m  est  regie  de  maniere  a  satisfaire  a  (L- 
1)  <  n/m  <  (L-1/2),  ledit  signal  de  comman- 
de  M'  etant  maintenu  dans  un  etat  inverse 
pendant  ladite  periode  de  trame  et  etant  35 
maintenu  a  I'etat  non  inverse  pendant  ladite 
periode  de  trame  immediatement  suivante 

et  en  outre 
Si  le  plus  petit  commun  multiple  de  2n  et 

de  m  est  H,  des  valeurs  de  m  sont  reglees  de  40 
maniere  qu'a  la  fois  H/(2n)  et  H/m  ne  soient 
pas  simultanement  des  nombres  impairs. 

Dispositif  d'affichage  a  cristal  liquide  selon  la 
revendication  1  ,  dans  lequel  m  et  n  satisfont  a  45 
I'inegalite  suivante 

2,0  =s  n/m  =s  6,0. 

Dispositif  d'affichage  a  cristal  liquide  selon  la  so 
revendication  2,  dans  lequel  n  n'est  pas  un 
multiple  entier  de  m. 

Dispositif  d'affichage  a  cristal  liquide  selon  la 
revendication  1,  dans  lequel  ledit  signal  de  55 
commande  M'  n'est  pas  synchronise  sur  ladite 
frequence  de  trame. 

5.  Dispositif  d'affichage  a  cristal  liquide  selon  la 
revendication  4,  dans  lequel  des  electrodes  de 
balayage  (Xi  ...X2n),  au  niveau  desquelles  la 
polarite  d'une  tension  devant  etre  appliquee 
auxdits  elements  a  cristal  liquide  est  inversee 
different  de  moins  de  dix  electrodes  de  balaya- 
ge  d'une  trame  a  la  suivante. 

6.  Dispositif  d'affichage  a  cristal  liquide  selon  la 
revendication  1  ,  dans  lequel  ledit  signal  d'hor- 
loge  est  un  signal  de  verrouillage  servant  a 
bloquer  des  donnees  d'information  pour  I'affi- 
chage. 

7.  Dispositif  d'affichage  a  cristal  liquide  compre- 
nant  : 

un  module  a  cristal  liquide  (1)  comprenant 
un  panneau  d'affichage  a  cristal  liquide  (3) 
subdivise  en  une  pluralite  de  blocs  (3a,3b) 
possedant  une  pluralite  d'elements  d'affichage 
a  cristal  liquide  disposes  selon  une  forme  ma- 
tricielle,  et  des  circuits  de  commande 
(4a,4b,5)  pour  appliquer  les  signaux  de  com- 
mande  respectivement  a  des  electrodes 
(Yi  ...Ym)  de  transmission  de  signaux  et  a  des 
electrodes  de  balayage  (Xi  ...X2n)  dudit  pan- 
neau  d'affichage  a  cristal  liquide  (3); 

un  circuit  de  commande  (2)  pour  comman- 
der  des  operations  dudit  module  a  cristal  liqui- 
de;  et 

des  moyens  pour  inverser  la  polarite  d'une 
tension,  qui  doit  etre  appliquee  a  une  couche 
de  cristal  liquide  enserree  entre  I'une  desdites 
electrodes  (Yi  ...Ym)  de  transmission  de  si- 
gnaux  et  I'une  desdites  electrodes  de  balayage 
(Xi  ...X2n),  au  moyen  de  la  production  d'un  si- 
gnal  de  commande, 
caracterise  en  ce  que  ledit  signal  de  comman- 
de  M'  possede  une  periode  mr,  ce  signal 
inversant  ladite  polarite  de  ladite  tension  de- 
vant  etre  appliquee  a  ladite  couche  de  cristal 
liquide  chaque  fois  qu'un  signal  d'horloge  pos- 
sedant  un  signal  t  est  compte  un  nombre 
predetermine  m/2,  m  etant  un  nombre  pair 
positif  inferieur  a  2n, 

et  dans  lequel  si  une  periode  d'une  fre- 
quence  de  trames  est  m  et  qu'un  entier  positif 
quelconque  est  L, 

(1)  m  est  regie  a  une  valeur  egale  a  2n/(2L- 
1),  ou 
(2)  m  est  regie  egal  a  n/L,  ledit  signal  de 
commande  M'  etant  maintenu  dans  un  etat 
inverse  pendant  ladite  periode  de  trame  et 
etant  maintenu  a  I'etat  non  inverse  pendant 
ladite  periode  de  trame  immediatement  sui- 
vante,  ou 
(3)  m  est  regie  de  maniere  a  satisfaire  a  (L- 
1/2)  <  n/m  <  L,  ou 

11 



21  EP  0  211  599  B1  22 

(4)  m  est  regie  de  maniere  a  satisfaire  a  (L- 
1)  <  n/m  <  (L-1/2),  ledit  signal  de  comman- 
de  M'  etant  maintenu  dans  un  etat  inverse 
pendant  ladite  periode  de  trame  et  etant 
maintenu  a  I'etat  non  inverse  pendant  ladite  5 
periode  de  trame  immediatement  suivante 

et  en  outre 
Si  le  plus  petit  commun  multiple  de  2n  et 

de  m  est  H,  des  valeurs  de  m  sont  reglees  de 
maniere  qu'a  la  fois  H/(2n)  et  H/m  ne  soient  10 
pas  simultanement  des  nombres  impairs. 

8.  Dispositif  d'affichage  a  cristal  liquide  selon  la 
revendication  7,  dans  lequel  m  et  n  satisfont  a 
I'inegalite  suivante  is 

2,0  =s  n/m  =s  6,0. 

9.  Dispositif  d'affichage  a  cristal  liquide  selon  la 
revendication  8,  dans  lequel  n  n'est  pas  un  20 
multiple  entier  de  m. 

10.  Dispositif  d'affichage  a  cristal  liquide  selon  la 
revendication  7,  dans  lequel  ledit  signal  de 
commande  M'  n'est  pas  synchronise  sur  ladite  25 
frequence  de  tarme. 

11.  Dispositif  d'affichage  a  cristal  liquide  selon  la 
revendication  10,  dans  lequel  des  electrodes 
de  balayage  (Xi  ...X2n),  au  niveau  desquelles  la  30 
polarite  d'une  tension  devant  etre  appliquee 
auxdits  elements  a  cristal  liquide  est  inversee, 
different  de  moins  de  dix  electrodes  de  balaya- 
ge  d'une  trame  a  la  suivante. 

35 
12.  Dispositif  d'affichage  a  cristal  liquide  selon  la 

revendication  7,  dans  lequel  ledit  signal  d'hor- 
loge  est  un  signal  de  verrouillage  servant  a 
bloquer  des  donnees  d'information  pour  I'affi- 
chage.  40 
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