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(54) SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR CONTROLLING THE OPERATION OF AUTOMOTIVE LAMPS

(57) The present invention relates to a system and
method for controlling the operation of automotive lamps.

That is, the system comprises: a data collection unit,
which collects peripheral environmental data for the cur-
rent position of an automobile upon the occurrence of an
event and through one or more sensing devices with
which the automobile is provided; a driver-sensing unit
which determines the position of an obstacle adjacent to
the automobile on the basis the peripheral environmental
data, designates a driver search area in consideration of
the determined position of the obstacle, and senses an

approach of a driver by sensing a smart key carried by
the driver in the designated driver search area; and an
automotive lamp control unit which, if an approach of the
driver is sensed in the designated driver search area,
turns on the automotive lamps. With the system and
method of the present invention, a parking environment
and obstacles existing near the automobile may be rec-
ognized and welcome light searching may be performed
in an efficient manner on the basis of such a recognition,
thus minimizing the consumption of power caused by a
welcome light system of the automobile.



EP 2 711 244 A2

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a solution to
control the operation of automotive lamps, and more spe-
cifically to a system and method for controlling the oper-
ation of automotive lamps, which recognizes peripheral
environment and obstacles near an automobile and per-
forms welcome light searching based on such a recog-
nition, thus minimizing the consumption of power caused
by a welcome light system of the automobile.

Background Technology

[0002] With the development of automobile technolo-
gies, more and more electronic features such as smart
key (including FOB key) are available to deliver more
convenient driving experience. Welcome light is one of
such features provided for luxury automobiles.
[0003] When a driver carrying a smart key approaches
an automobile after a certain period of leave, the welcome
light system will turn on an interior lamp or puddle lamp
of the automobile to ensure safe approach of the driver.
In addition, when the driver leaves and stays far away
from the automobile, the welcome light system turns off
the interior lamp or puddle lamp for safe parking.
[0004] Under certain conditions, the welcome light sys-
tem controls the low frequency (LF) antenna mounted on
the automobile together with a smart key. The LF antenna
periodically transmits LF signals. When a smart key
transmits a response signal to said LF signals, the wel-
come light system turns on the lamp.
[0005] However, the conventional welcome light sys-
tem periodically senses a preset area regardless of pe-
ripheral environments. In other words, even if an auto-
mobile parks in a place with a wall on one side, the system
will sense the areas on both driver-seat and passenger-
seat sides. Sensing of unnecessary external areas will
increase power consumption of the automobile.

Detailed Description of the Invention

Problem to Be Solved

[0006] To solve the aforesaid problem, the present in-
vention collects peripheral environmental data for the
current position of an automobile upon the occurrence
of an event and through one or more sensing devices
with which the automobile is provided; then, the present
invention determines the position of an obstacle adjacent
to the automobile on the basis of the peripheral environ-
mental data, designates a driver search area in consid-
eration of the determined position of the obstacle, and
senses an approach of a driver by sensing a smart key
carried by the driver in the designated driver search area;
if an approach of the driver is sensed in the designated
driver search area, turns on the automotive lamps. With

the system and method of the present invention, a park-
ing environment and obstacles existing near the automo-
bile may be recognized and welcome light searching may
be performed in an efficient manner on the basis of such
a recognition, thus minimizing the consumption of power
caused by a welcome light system of the automobile

Solution to the Problem

[0007] To achieve said purpose, the present invention
proposes a system for controlling the operation of auto-
motive lamps, which is characterized in that, said system
comprises: a data collection unit, which collects periph-
eral environmental data for the current position of an au-
tomobile upon the occurrence of an event and through
one or more sensing devices with which the automobile
is provided; a driver-sensing unit which determines the
position of an obstacle adjacent to the automobile on the
basis of the peripheral environmental data, designates a
driver search area in consideration of the determined po-
sition of the obstacle, and senses an approach of a driver
by sensing a smart key carried by the driver in the des-
ignated driver search area; and an automotive lamp con-
trol unit which, if an approach of the driver is sensed in
the designated driver search area, turns on the automo-
tive lamps.
[0008] Said data collection unit is characterized in that
it collects said peripheral environmental data upon the
occurrence of an event if no smart key of the driver is
sensed in the automobile.
[0009] Said data collection unit is characterized in that
at least one sensing device from a parking sensor, cam-
era, ultrasound sensor, or automatic parking device is
preferably chosen to collect said peripheral environmen-
tal data.
[0010] Said driver-sensing unit is characterized in that
it determines whether obstacles exist in more than one
preset areas on the basis of said collected peripheral
environmental data.
[0011] Said driver-sensing unit is characterized in that
it designates the preset area without obstacles as the
driver search area.
[0012] Another aspect of the present invention is to
propose a method for controlling the operation of auto-
motive lamps, which is characterized in that, said method
comprises the following steps: the step at which said pe-
ripheral environmental data for the current position of an
automobile is collected upon the occurrence of an event
and through one or more sensing devices with which the
automobile is provided; the step at which the position of
an obstacle adjacent to the automobile is determined on
the basis of said peripheral environmental data, and a
driver search area is designated in consideration of the
determined position of the obstacle; the step at which an
approach of a driver is sensed by sensing a smart key
carried by the driver in the designated driver search area;
and the step at which automotive lamps are turned on if
an approach of the driver is sensed in said designated
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driver search area.
[0013] Said data collection step is characterized in that
said peripheral environmental data is collected upon the
occurrence of said event if no smart key of the driver is
sensed in the automobile.
[0014] Said data collection step is characterized in that
at least one sensing device from a parking sensor, cam-
era, ultrasound sensor, or automatic parking device is
preferably chosen to collect said peripheral environmen-
tal data.
[0015] Said driver search area designation step is
characterized in that whether obstacles exist in more than
one preset areas is determined on the basis of said col-
lected peripheral environmental data.
[0016] Said driver search area designation step is
characterized in that an area without obstacles is desig-
nated as the driver search area out of said multiple preset
areas.

Effect of the Invention

[0017] With the system and method of the present in-
vention, a parking environment and obstacles existing
near the automobile may be recognized and welcome
light searching may be performed in an efficient manner
on the basis of such a recognition, thus avoiding sensing
of unnecessary areas outside an automobile and mini-
mizing the consumption of power caused by a welcome
light system of the automobile.

Brief Introduction to the Drawings

[0018] The drawings attached to the specification aim
to illustrate the preferred embodiments of the present
invention, and help explain technical spirit of the invention
together with detailed description of the invention. How-
ever, it should be understood that the scope of the
present invention is not limited to situations illustrated by
such drawings.

Fig. 1 is a structural diagram of the system for con-
trolling the operation of automotive lamps related to
a preferred embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 2 is a simplified flowchart of the method for con-
trolling the operation of automotive lamps related to
a preferred embodiment of the present invention.

Preferred Embodiments of the Invention

[0019] To fully understand the purpose to be achieved
by the implementation of the present invention and the
benefits of the present invention, you should refer to the
information contained in the drawings and the accompa-
nying drawings which illustrate a preferred embodiment
of the present invention.
[0020] A detailed description of the preferred embod-
iment of the vehicle speed keeping system related to the

present invention is given below with reference to the
accompanying drawings.
[0021] A description of the preferred embodiment of
the present invention is given below with reference to the
accompanying drawings.
[0022] Fig. 1 is a structural diagram of the system for
controlling the operation of automotive lamps related to
a preferred embodiment of the present invention.
[0023] As shown in Fig. 1, said system comprises: a
data collection unit (100), which collects peripheral envi-
ronmental data for the current position of an automobile;
a driver-sensing unit (200), which designates a driver
search area on the basis of said peripheral environmental
data, and senses an approach of a driver in said desig-
nated driver search area; and an automotive lamp control
unit (300), which turns on the automotive lamps if an ap-
proach of the driver is sensed in said designated driver
search area.
[0024] Said data collection unit (100) collects periph-
eral environmental data for the current position of an au-
tomobile upon the occurrence of an event and through
one or more sensing devices with which the automobile
is provided. More specifically, the data collection unit
(100) collects peripheral environmental data for the cur-
rent position of an automobile upon the occurrence of an
event in different cycles (1st stage: perform searching for
about 4 days at a cycle of 240 ms; 2nd stage, perform
searching for about 10 days at a cycle of 720 ms) set
according to the parking duration of the automobile.
When the data collection unit (100) fails to detect the
smart key in the automobile upon the occurrence of an
event, it collects peripheral environmental data to identify
obstacles near the automobile through the sensing de-
vice with which the automobile is provided, which can be
a parking sensor, camera, ultrasound sensor, or auto-
matic parking device.
[0025] Said driver-sensing unit (200) designates a driv-
er search area on the basis of said peripheral environ-
mental data and in consideration of the determined po-
sition of the obstacle; more specifically, said driver-sens-
ing unit (200) determines the position of an obstacle ad-
jacent to the automobile on the basis of the peripheral
environmental data. At this time, the driver-sensing unit
(200) senses more than one preset areas, such as areas
adjacent to the driver-seat side and passenger-seat side
and behind an automobile, for obstacles, and designates
the area without obstacles as the driver search area.
[0026] Then, thedriver-sensingunit (200) senses an
approach of the driver in said designated driver search
area. More specifically, the driver-sensing unit (200)
senses an approach of a driver by sensing a smart key
carried by the driver in said designated driver search ar-
ea. For example, if spaces on the drive-seat side and
passenger-seat side of an automobile are open spaces,
the driver-sensing unit (200) senses an approach of a
driver on both sides. If the driver-seat side is close to a
wall which prevents an approach of the driver, the driver-
sensing unit senses an approach of the driver on the
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passenger-seat side and from the behind of an automo-
bile. Likewise, if the passenger-seat side of an automo-
bile is close to a wall, it senses an approach of the driver
on the driver-seat side; if both passenger-seat side and
driver-seat side are close to walls while the rear side is
open space, it senses an approach of the driver from the
behind of an automobile.
[0027] The automotive lamp control unit (300) turns on
the automotive lamps if an approach of the driver is
sensed in the driver search area. More specifically, the
automotive lamp control unit (300) turns on the designat-
ed automotive lamp, for example, an interior lamp or the
puddle lamp, if the smart key carried by a driver is sensed
in the driver search area.
[0028] With the system for controlling the operation of
automotive lamps as described in the preferred embod-
iment above, a parking environment and obstacles ex-
isting near the automobile may be recognized and wel-
come light searching may be performed in an efficient
manner on the basis of such a recognition, thus avoiding
sensing of unnecessary areas outside an automobile and
minimizing the consumption of power caused by a wel-
come light system of the automobile.
[0029] A description of the preferred embodiment of
the method for controlling the operation of automotive
lamps is given below with reference to Fig. 2. For the
convenience of description, numbers used in Fig. 1 are
also adopted to refer to the same parts.
[0030] First, upon the occurrence of an event, one or
more sensing devices with which the automobile is pro-
vided are used to collect the peripheral environmental
data for the current position of an automobile (S110-
S120). Preferably, the data collection unit (100) collects
peripheral environmental data for the current position of
an automobile upon the occurrence of an event in differ-
ent cycles (1st stage: perform searching for about 4 days
at a cycle of 240 ms; 2nd stage, perform searching for
about 10 days at a cycle of 720 ms) set according to the
parking duration of the automobile. When the data col-
lection unit (100) fails to detect the smart key in the au-
tomobile upon the occurrence of an event, it collects pe-
ripheral environmental data to identify obstacles near the
automobile through the sensing device with which the
automobile is provided, which can be a parking sensor,
camera, ultrasound sensor, or automatic parking device.
[0031] Then, a driver search area is designated on the
basis of said peripheral environmental data and in con-
sideration of the determined positionof the obstacle
(S130-S160). Preferably, said driver-sensing unit (200)
determines the position of an obstacle adjacent to the
automobile on the basis of the peripheral environmental
data. At this time, the driver-sensing unit (200) senses
more than one preset areas, such as areas adjacent to
the driver-seat side and passenger-seat side and behind
an automobile, for obstacles, and designates the area
without obstacles as the driver search area.
[0032] Then, thedriver-sensingunit (200) senses an
approach of the driver in said designated driver search

area (S170). Preferably, the driver-sensing unit (200)
senses an approach of a driver by sensing a smart key
carried by the driver in said designated driver search ar-
ea. For example, if spaces on the drive-seat side and
passenger-seat side of an automobile are open spaces,
the driver-sensing unit (200) senses an approach of a
driver on both sides. If the driver-seat side is close to a
wall which prevents an approach of the driver, the driver-
sensing unit senses an approach of the driver on the
passenger-seat side and from the behind of an automo-
bile. Likewise, if the passenger-seat side of an automo-
bile is close to a wall, it senses an approach of the driver
on the driver-seat side; if both passenger-seat side and
driver-seat side are close to walls while the rear side is
open space, it senses an approach of the driver from the
behind of an automobile.
[0033] Then, the automotive lamp control unit turns on
the automotive lamps if an approach of a driver is sensed
in said designated driver search area (S180). Preferably,
the automotive lamp control unit (300) turns on the des-
ignated automotive lamp, for example, an interior lamp
or the puddle lamp, if the smart key carried by a driver is
sensed in the driver search area.
[0034] With the method for controlling the operation of
automotive lamps as described in the preferred embod-
iment above, a parking environment and obstacles ex-
isting near the automobile may be recognized and wel-
come light searching may be performed in an efficient
manner on the basis of such a recognition, thus avoiding
sensing of unnecessary areas outside an automobile and
minimizing the consumption of power caused by a wel-
come light system of the automobile.
[0035] Although the present invention has been fully
described with reference to the preferred embodiment,
the present invention is not limited to the aforementioned
embodiment. It should be understood that various chang-
es and modifications can be made by those skilled in the
art without departing from the scope and spirit of the in-
vention defined in the appended claims.

Industrial Applicability

[0036] The system and method for controlling the op-
eration of automotive lamps described in the present in-
vention can recognize parking environment and obsta-
cles around the automobile and perform effective wel-
come light searching on the basis of such recognition.
The invention has broken the bottleneck of the prior art
and is feasible for implementation and marketing. It is an
invention of industrial applicability.

Claims

1. A system for controlling the operation of automotive
lamps, which is characterized in that, said system
comprises: a data collection unit, which collects pe-
ripheral environmental data for the current position
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of an automobile upon the occurrence of an event
and through one or more sensing devices with which
the automobile is provided; a driver-sensing unit
which determines the position of an obstacle adja-
cent to the automobile on the basis of the peripheral
environmental data, designates a driver search area
in consideration of the determined position of the ob-
stacle, and senses an approach of a driver by sens-
ing a smart key carried by the driver in the designated
driver search area; and an automotive lamp control
unit which, if an approach of the driver is sensed in
the designated driver search area, turns on the au-
tomotive lamps.

2. The system for controlling the operation of automo-
tive lamps as claimed in claim 1, characterized in
that, said data collection unit collects said peripheral
environmental data upon the occurrence of an event
if no smart key of the driver is sensed in the automo-
bile.

3. The system for controlling the operation of automo-
tive lamps as claimed in claim 2, characterized in
that, said data collection unit selects at least one
sensing device from a parking sensor, camera, ul-
trasound sensor, or automatic parking device to col-
lect said peripheral environmental data.

4. The system for controlling the operation of automo-
tive lamps as claimed in claim 1, characterized in
that, said driver-sensing unit determines whether
obstacles exist in more than one preset areas on the
basis of said collected peripheral environmental da-
ta.

5. The system for controlling the operation of automo-
tive lamps as claimed in claim 4, characterized in
that, said driver-sensing unit designates the preset
area without obstacles as the driver search area.

6. A method for controlling the operation of automotive
lamps, which is characterized in that, said method
comprises the following steps: the step at which said
peripheral environmental data for the current posi-
tion of an automobile is collected upon the occur-
rence of an event and through one or more sensing
devices with which the automobile is provided; the
step at which the position of an obstacle adjacent to
the automobile is determined on the basis of said
peripheral environmental data, and a driver search
area is designated in consideration of the determined
position of the obstacle; the step at which an ap-
proach of a driver is sensed by sensing a smart key
carried by the driver in the designated driver search
area; and the step at which automotive lamps are
turned on if an approach of the driver is sensed in
said designated driver search area.

7. The method for controlling the operation of automo-
tive lamps as claimed in claim 6, characterized in
that, at said data collection step, said peripheral en-
vironmental data is collected upon the occurrence
of said event if no smart key of the driver is sensed
in the automobile.

8. The method for controlling the operation of automo-
tive lamps as claimed in claim 7, characterized in
that, at said data collection step, at least one sensing
device from a parking sensor, camera, ultrasound
sensor, or automatic parking device is chosen to col-
lect said peripheral environmental data.

9. The method for controlling the operation of automo-
tive lamps as claimed in claim 6, characterized in
that, at said driver search area designation step,
whether obstacles exist in more than one preset ar-
eas is determined on the basis of said collected pe-
ripheral environmental data.

10. The method for controlling the operation of automo-
tive lamps as claimed in claim 9, characterized in
that, at said driver search area designation step, an
area without obstacles is designated as the driver
search area out of saidmultiple preset areas.
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