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(57) A travel guiding apparatus for a vehicle, com-
prising a storage unit that stores map information and
marker pattern identification information, wherein the
marker pattern is a pattern of a marker included in a lane
marking, and a first road type determination unit that de-
termines a type of a vehicle traveling road, a marker de-
tection unit for detecting the marker pattern, a second
road type determination unit that determines the type of
vehicle travelling road based on the detected marker pat-
tern and the marker pattern identification information, and
a road type change unit that changes the type of vehicle
traveling road determined by the first road type determi-
nation unit as being other than an expressway to an ex-
pressway in case the second road type determination
unit determines the vehicle traveling road as being an
expressway.
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Description

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

[0001] The disclosure of Japanese Patent Application
No. 2009-280766 filed on December 10, 2009 including
the specification, drawings and abstract is incorporated
herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0002] The invention relates to a travel guiding appa-
ratus for a vehicle and a travel guiding method for a ve-
hicle, which determine the type of a road on which a ve-
hicle is traveling, and a computer-readable storage me-
dium that stores computer-executable instructions for
performing the method.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0003] Recently, vehicles have been provided with
navigation apparatuses that provide guidance regarding
the travel of the vehicles so that drivers easily reach de-
sired destinations. In the navigation apparatus, the cur-
rent position of the vehicle is detected using a GPS re-
ceiver or the like, map information regarding the current
position is acquired through a storage medium such as
a DVD-ROM or a HDD, or through a network, and a map
image regarding an area around the vehicle is displayed
on a liquid crystal monitor. Further, a road on which the
vehicle is currently traveling (hereinafter, the road on
which the vehicle is traveling may be referred to as "a
vehicle traveling road") is indicated on the displayed map
image. When the vehicle traveling road is determined
based on the current position of the vehicle and the map
information, the vehicle traveling road may not be accu-
rately determined.
[0004] That is, when the vehicle is traveling in a region
in which an elevated expressway is located above an
ordinary road or an elevated ordinary road is located
above an expressway, or an expressway extends in par-
allel with an ordinary road, the navigation apparatus can-
not accurately determine on which of the expressway
and the ordinary road the vehicle is traveling. As a result,
the navigation apparatus may determine and indicate
that the vehicle is currently traveling on a road that is
different from a road on which the vehicle is actually
traveling. Thus, Japanese Patent Application Publication
No. 2001-289651 (JP-A-2001-289651) (refer to pages 5
and 6 and FIG. 3) describes a navigation apparatus in-
cluding a camera that captures the image of the surface
of a vehicle traveling road. In the navigation apparatus,
the length of a white-line interval relating to white lines
included in a lane marking on the vehicle traveling road
is measured based on the image captured by the camera.
One lane marking is composed of a plurality of white lines.

The white-line interval is a distance from the starting end
of one white line to the starting end of another white line.
Then, it is determined whether the vehicle traveling road
is an expressway or an ordinary road, based on the meas-
ured length of the white-line interval.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] However, in the navigation apparatus de-
scribed in the publication 2001-289651, because the
road type is determined based on only the measured
white-line interval, an erroneous determination may be
made. Hereinafter, the reason why an erroneous deter-
mination may be made will be described based on an
example. FIG. 6 is a diagram showing stipulated white-
line intervals for respective road types in Japan. As
shown in FIG. 6, the length of the white line for an ex-
pressway is stipulated to be 8 m and the length of a blank
between the white lines for an expressway is stipulated
to be 12 m in Japan. Thus, the white-line interval for an
expressway is 20 m. In contrast, the length of the white
line for a road other than an expressway (for example,
for an ordinary road) may be stipulated to be 6 m, and
the length of the blank between the white lines for a road
other than an expressway (for example, for an ordinary
road) may be stipulated to be 9 m in Japan. In this case,
the white-line interval is 15m.
[0006] In the navigation apparatus described in the
publication No. 2001-289651, if the length of the white
line has become shorter than the original length or a part
of the white line cannot be detected by the camera due
to, for example, deterioration of paint, the measured
white-line interval may be shorter than the original white-
line interval. FIG. 7 shows a case where a vehicle 101 is
traveling on an expressway on which white lines 102 to
104 are drawn as a lane marking. In this case, if part of
paint of the white line 102 has deteriorated and cannot
be detected by the camera, the white-line interval is er-
roneously detected to be 15 m although the actual white-
line interval is 20 m. As a result, there is a possibility that
an erroneous determination that the vehicle is traveling
on a road other than an expressway is made, although
the vehicle is actually traveling on an expressway.
[0007] The invention provides a travel guiding appa-
ratus for a vehicle and a travel guiding method for a ve-
hicle, which make it possible to reduce the possibility that
an erroneous determination that a vehicle is traveling on
a road other than an expressway is made although the
vehicle is traveling on an expressway, and to change the
result of a determination as to the type of a vehicle
traveling road on which the vehicle is traveling to an ac-
curate determination result, based on a detected marker
pattern that is the pattern of a marker included in a lane
marking, for example, a white-line pattern, and the inven-
tion provides a computer-readable storage medium that
stores computer-executable instructions for performing
the method.
[0008] A first aspect of the invention relates to a travel
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guiding apparatus for a vehicle. The apparatus includes
a storage unit that stores map information and marker
pattern identification information used to identify a marker
pattern for each road type, wherein the marker pattern
is a pattern of a marker included in a lane marking; a first
road type determination unit that determines a type of a
vehicle traveling road on which a vehicle is traveling,
based on a current position of the vehicle and the map
information; a marker pattern detection unit that detects
the maker pattern on the vehicle traveling road;
a second road type determination unit that determines
the type of the vehicle traveling road, based on the marker
pattern detected by the marker pattern detection unit and
the marker pattern identification information; and a road
type change unit that changes the type of the vehicle
traveling road determined by the first road type determi-
nation unit from a road other than an expressway to an
expressway, if the first road type determination unit de-
termines that the type of the vehicle traveling road is a
road other than an expressway, and the second road
type determination unit determines that the type of the
vehicle traveling road is an expressway.
[0009] With the travel guiding apparatus for a vehicle
according to the first aspect of the invention, it is possible
to reduce the possibility that the erroneous determination
that the vehicle is traveling on a road other than an ex-
pressway is made although the vehicle is traveling on an
expressway, and to change the result of the determina-
tion as to the type of the vehicle traveling road to the
accurate determination result, based on the detected
marker pattern. Accordingly, it is possible to improve the
reliability of the result of the road type determination.
[0010] Also, a second aspect of the invention relates
to a travel guiding method for a vehicle. The method in-
cludes performing a first road type determination that de-
termines a type of a vehicle traveling road on which a
vehicle is traveling, based on a current position of the
vehicle and map information stored in a storage unit; de-
tecting a maker pattern that is a pattern of a marker in-
cluded in a lane marking on the vehicle traveling road;
performing a second road type determination that deter-
mines the type of the vehicle traveling road, based on
the detected marker pattern and marker pattern identifi-
cation information stored in the storage unit, wherein the
marker pattern identification information is used to iden-
tify the marker pattern for each road type; and changing
the type of the vehicle traveling road determined by the
first road type determination from a road other than an
expressway to an expressway, if it is determined that the
type of the vehicle traveling road is a road other than an
expressway by the first road type determination, and it
is determined that the type of the vehicle traveling road
is an expressway by the second road type determination.
[0011] According to the travel guiding method for a ve-
hicle according to the second aspect of the invention, it
is possible to reduce the possibility that the erroneous
determination that the vehicle is traveling on a road other
than an expressway is made although the vehicle is

traveling on an expressway, and to change the result of
the determination as to the type of the vehicle traveling
road to the accurate determination result, based on the
detected marker pattern. Accordingly, it is possible to im-
prove the reliability of the result of the road type deter-
mination.
[0012] Further, a third aspect of the invention relates
to a computer-readable storage medium that stores com-
puter-executable instructions for performing a travel
guiding method for a vehicle. The method includes per-
forming a first road type determination that determines a
type of a vehicle traveling road on which a vehicle is
traveling, based on a current position of the vehicle and
map information stored in a storage unit; detecting a mak-
er pattern that is a pattern of a marker included in a lane
marking on the vehicle traveling road; performing a sec-
ond road type determination that determines the type of
the vehicle traveling road, based on the detected marker
pattern and marker pattern identification information
stored in the storage unit, wherein the marker pattern
identification information is used to identify the marker
pattern for each road type; and changing the type of the
vehicle traveling road determined by the first road type
determination from a road other than an expressway to
an expressway, if it is determined that the type of the
vehicle traveling road is a road other than an expressway
by the first road type determination, and it is determined
that the type of the vehicle traveling road is an express-
way by the second road type determination.
[0013] With the storage medium according to the third
aspect of the invention, it is possible to reduce the pos-
sibility that the erroneous determination that the vehicle
is traveling on a road other than an expressway is made
although the vehicle is traveling on an expressway, and
to change the result of the determination as to the type
of the vehicle traveling road to the accurate determination
result, based on the detected marker pattern. According-
ly, it is possible to improve the reliability of the result of
the road type determination.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0014] The features, advantages, and technical and
industrial significance of this inveniton will be described
in the following detailed description of exmaple embod-
iments of the invention with reference to the accompnay-
ing drawings, in which like numerals denote like ele-
ments, and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a navigation ap-
paratus according to an embodiment;
FIG. 2 is a flowchart showing a first road type deter-
mination process program according to the embod-
iment;
FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing a second road type
determination process program according to the em-
bodiment;
FIG. 4 is an overhead view showing a vehicle that is
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traveling on a road with two lanes each way;
FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram showing an image
captured by a rear camera of the vehicle that is
traveling on the road with two lanes each way;
FIG. 6 is a diagram showing stipulated white-line pat-
terns in lane markings for an expressway and a road
other than an expressway; and
FIG. 7 is a diagram showing a problem that may oc-
cur in related art.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

[0015] Hereinafter, a travel guiding apparatus for a ve-
hicle according to the invention will be described in detail
based on an embodiment where the travel guiding ap-
paratus according to the invention is embodied as a nav-
igation apparatus, with reference to the drawings. First,
a schematic configuration of a navigation apparatus 1
according to the embodiment will be described with ref-
erence to FIG. 1. FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the
navigation apparatus 1 according to the embodiment.
[0016] As shown in FIG. 1, the navigation apparatus 1
according to the embodiment includes a current position
detection unit 11 that detects the current position of a
vehicle; a data storage unit 12 that stores various data;
a navigation electronic control unit (ECU) 13 that per-
forms various computations based on information input
to the navigation ECU 13; an operating unit 14 that re-
ceives an operation performed by a user; a liquid crystal
display 15 that displays a map or a guiding route to a
destination, to a user; a speaker 16 that outputs voice
guidance regarding route guidance; a DVD drive 17 that
reads a DVD that is one of storage media that store pro-
grams; and a communication module 18 that communi-
cates with an information center such as a traffic infor-
mation center. Also, the navigation apparatus 1 is con-
nected to a rear camera 19 that detects the pattern of
white lines included in a lane marking described later.
[0017] Hereinafter, constituent elements of the navi-
gation apparatus 1 will be sequentially described. The
current position detection unit 11 includes a GPS 21, a
vehicle speed sensor 22, a steering sensor 23, a gyro
sensor 24, and an altimeter (not shown). The current po-
sition detection unit 11 detects the current position, cur-
rent orientation, current traveling speed, and the like of
the vehicle. In this case, particularly, the vehicle speed
sensor 22 is a sensor that detects the moving distance
and traveling speed of the vehicle. The vehicle speed
sensor 22 generates pulses in accordance with the rota-
tion of the wheel of the vehicle, and outputs pulse signals
to the navigation ECU 13. The navigation ECU 13 calcu-
lates the rotational speed of the wheel, and the moving
distance of the vehicle by counting the number of the
pulses generated by the vehicle speed sensor 22. The
navigation apparatus 1 need not necessarily include all
of the above-described four sensors. The navigation ap-
paratus 1 may include only one or some of the above-
described sensors.

[0018] Also, the data storage unit 12 includes a hard
disk (not shown) that functions as an external storage
device and a storage medium; and a read/write head (not
shown) that reads out a map information database 31,
white-line pattern identification information 32, a prede-
termined program, and the like, and writes predetermined
data in the hard disk.
[0019] The map information database 31 stores vari-
ous map data required to provide the route guidance and
the traffic information, and to display a map. More spe-
cifically, the map data includes link data regarding a road
configuration (i.e., a link configuration); node data regard-
ing node points; Points of Interest (POI) data that is in-
formation regarding locations of facilities and the like;
intersection data regarding each intersection; retrieval
data used to retrieve routes; search data used to search
for locations; and image drawing data used to draw im-
ages of a map, roads, traffic information, and the like on
the liquid crystal display 15. Particularly, as the link data,
information regarding road types of links is stored. The
road type includes an automobile expressway, an urban
expressway, a freeway, an ordinary tollway, and an or-
dinary road. The map information database 31 is updated
based on updating data delivered by a map delivery cent-
er or the like, or updating data provided through a storage
medium (for example, a DVD or a memory card).
[0020] The white-line pattern identification information
32 is used to identify a white-line pattern for each road
type. The white-line pattern is the pattern of awhite line
that are one example of a marker included in the lane
marking. The term "white-line pattern" signifies, for ex-
ample, the length of the white line, the length of a blank
between the white lines, or the sum of the length of the
white line and the length of the blank adjacent to the white
line. The white-line pattern identification information 32
includes, for example, the length of the white line for each
road type, the length of the blank between the white lines
for each road type, and the sum of the length of the white
line for each road type and the length of the blank adja-
cent to the white line for the road type in a direction in
which the vehicle is traveling for each road type, as shown
in FIG. 6.
[0021] The navigation ECU 13 is an electronic control
unit that executes controls of the entire navigation appa-
ratus 1 to perform a guiding route setting process that
sets a guiding route from the current position to a desti-
nation when the destination is selected; a first road type
determination process that determines the type of a road
on which the vehicle is traveling (hereinafter, the road on
which the vehicle is traveling may be referred to as "a
vehicle traveling road") based on the current position of
the vehicle and the map information; a white-line pattern
detection process that detects the white-line pattern in
the lane marking drawn on the road, using the rear cam-
era 19; a second road type determination process that
determines the type of the vehicle traveling road based
on the detected white-line pattern and the white-line pat-
tern identification information 32; and a road type change

5 6 



EP 2 336 998 A2

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

process that changes the type of the vehicle traveling
road determined by the first road type determination proc-
ess, based on the result of the determination performed
by the second road type determination process. The nav-
igation ECU 13 includes a CPU 41 that functions as a
computing device and a control device; and internal stor-
age devices. The internal storage devices include a RAM
42 that is used as a working memory when the CPU 41
performs various computations, and that stores, for ex-
ample, route data when a route is retrieved; a ROM 43
that stores, for example, programs for controls, a first
road type determination process program described later
(refer to FIG. 2), and a second road type determination
process program described later (refer to FIG. 3); and a
flash memory 44 that stores a program read out from the
ROM 43.
[0022] The operating unit 14 is operated by the user
when the user inputs a departure point that is the starting
point of travel, and a destination that is the end point of
the travel. The operating unit 14 includes a plurality of
operating switches (not shown) such as various keys and
buttons. On the bases of switch signals output, for ex-
ample, by pressing the switches, the navigation ECU 13
executes controls to perform processes corresponding
to the switch signals. The operating unit 14 may include
a touch panel provided on the surface of the liquid crystal
display 15.
[0023] The liquid crystal display 15 displays, for exam-
ple, a map image including roads, traffic information,
guidance regarding operations, a menu of operations,
guidance regarding keys, the guiding route from the de-
parture point to the destination, guidance information pro-
vided along the guiding route, news, weather report, time,
mail, and a television program. The map image is dis-
played in a manner such that the user can determine the
road on which the vehicle is currently traveling.
[0024] The speaker 16 outputs voice guidance to guide
the vehicle along the guiding route based on an instruc-
tion provided by the navigation ECU 13, and provides
traffic information.
[0025] The DVD drive 17 is a drive that reads data
stored in the storage medium such as a DVD and a CD.
For example, the map information database 31 is updat-
ed based on the read data.
[0026] The communication module 18 is a communi-
cation device that receives traffic information transmitted
from a traffic information center such as Vehicle Informa-
tion and Communication System® (VICS) center and a
probe center. The traffic information includes, for exam-
ple, information regarding traffic congestion, information
regarding traffic restriction, and information regarding a
traffic accident. For example, the communication module
18 is a mobile phone or a Data Communication Module
(DCM).
[0027] The rear camera 19 uses a solid-state imaging
device such as a Charge Coupled Device (CCD). The
rear camera 19 is attached to the vehicle at a position
above a number plate fitted to the rear portion of the

vehicle, and near the center of the number plate. The
rear camera 19 is disposed in a manner such that an
optical axis is inclined downward at a predetermined an-
gle with respect to a horizontal plane. When the vehicle
is traveling, the rear camera 19 captures the image of an
area behind the vehicle, and detects the white-line pat-
tern in the lane marking. The lane marking is a marking
formed on a road surface near the vehicle to separate
the traffic lanes. Then, the type of the vehicle traveling
road is determined based on the detected white-line pat-
tern in the lane marking.
[0028] More specifically, the length of the white line for
an expressway and the length of the blank between the
white lines for an expressway differ from those for a road
other than an expressway (for example, for an ordinary
road) as shown in FIG. 6. Thus, it is determined whether
the vehicle traveling road is an expressway or a road
other than an expressway, by detecting the sum of the
length of the white line and the length of the blank adja-
cent to the white line in the direction in which the vehicle
is traveling (hereinafter, the sum will be referred to as "a
white-line pitch"), using the rear camera 19. Thus, even
when the vehicle is traveling in a region in which, for
example, an elevated expressway is located above an
ordinary road or an elevated ordinary road is located
above an expressway, or an expressway extends in par-
allel with an ordinary road, it is possible to accurately
determine on which of an expressway and an ordinary
road the vehicle is traveling.
[0029] Next, the first road type determination process
program executed in the navigation apparatus 1 with the
above-described configuration will be described with ref-
erence to FIG. 2. FIG. 2 is a flowchart showing the first
road type determination process program according to
the embodiment. After an accessory switch (ACC) of the
vehicle is turned on, the first road type determination
process program is executed to determine the type of
the vehicle traveling road, based on the current position
of the vehicle and the map information. The programs
shown by the flowcharts in FIG. 2 and FIG. 3 are stored
in, for example, the RAM 42 or the ROM 43 of the navi-
gation ECU 13, and executed by the CPU 41.
[0030] In the first road type determination process pro-
gram, first, in step (hereinafter, abbreviated to "S") 1, the
CPU 41 acquires the current position of the host vehicle.
More specifically, the CPU 41 acquires information re-
garding the current position, current orientation, and the
like of the host vehicle, based on the results of detection
performed by the GPS 21 and the gyro sensor 24.
[0031] Next, in S2, the CPU 41 determines the type of
the road on which the host vehicle is currently traveling
(i.e., the type of the vehicle traveling road), based on the
current position of the host vehicle acquired in S1, and
the map information stored in the map information data-
base 31. More specifically, the CPU 41 performs a map-
matching process that determines the current position of
the host vehicle on the map, based on the detected cur-
rent position of the host vehicle and the map information
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stored in the map information database 31. Thus, the
CPU 41 determines the current position of the host ve-
hicle on the map. Then, the CPU 41 acquires, from the
link data, the road type of the link including the current
position of the host vehicle determined by the map-
matching process, and determines that the type of the
vehicle traveling road is the acquired road type.
[0032] In the navigation apparatus 1, the current posi-
tion of the host vehicle determined by the map-matching
process in the first road type determination process pro-
gram is displayed on the liquid crystal display 15 for guid-
ance, unless the type of the road determined in S2 is
changed. Also, in the navigation apparatus 1, the guiding
route to the destination is set based on the current posi-
tion of the host vehicle determined by the map-matching
process.
[0033] Next, a second road type determination proc-
ess program executed in the navigation apparatus 1 will
be described with reference to FIG. 3. FIG. 3 is a flowchart
showing the second road type determination process
program according to the embodiment. After the ACC of
the vehicle is turned on, the second road type determi-
nation process program is executed to detect the white-
line pattern in the lane marking, to determine the type of
the vehicle traveling road based on the detected white-
line pattern and the white-line pattern identification infor-
mation 32, and to change the type of the road determined
in the first road type determination process program if a
certain condition is satisfied.
[0034] In the second road type determination process
program, first, in S11, the CPU 41 determines whether
the type of the vehicle traveling road has been deter-
mined to be a road other than an expressway (for exam-
ple, an ordinary tollway or an ordinary road) in the first
road type determination process program. If the type of
the vehicle traveling road has been determined to be a
road other than an expressway in the first road type de-
termination process program (YES in S11), the routine
proceeds to S12.
[0035] If the type of the vehicle traveling road has been
determined to be an expressway (for example, an auto-
mobile expressway, an urban expressway, or a freeway)
in the first road type determination process program (NO
in S 11), the second road type determination process
program ends. As a result, in the navigation apparatus
1, the current position of the host vehicle (i.e., the position
on an expressway) determined based on the result of the
map-matching process in the first road type determina-
tion process program is displayed on the liquid crystal
display 15 for guidance without changing the determined
current position of the host vehicle. Also, in the navigation
apparatus 1, the guiding route to the destination is set
based on the current position of the host vehicle deter-
mined based on the result of the map-matching process.
In the embodiment, only when the type of vehicle
traveling road has been determined to be a road other
than an expressway in the first road type determination
process program, processes in and after S12 (i.e., the

process of detecting the white-line pattern and the proc-
ess of determining the type of the road based on the
white-line pattern) are performed. Therefore, it is possible
to obtain the advantageous effect of reducing the
processing load of the CPU.
[0036] Then, in S12, the CPU 41 detects the white-line
pattern in the lane marking. More specifically, in the proc-
ess in S12, first, the CPU 41 performs the process of
recognizing the lane marking from the image captured
by the rear camera 19, that is, the CPU 41 performs the
image recognition process. Then, the CPU 41 detects
the white-line pattern in the lane marking, more specifi-
cally, the sum of the length of the white line and the length
of the blank adjacent to the white line in the direction in
which the vehicle is traveling (that is, the CPU 41 detects
the white-line pitch), based on the result of the image
recognition process. FIG. 4 is an overhead view showing
a host vehicle 51 that is traveling on a road 50 with two
lanes each way. FIG. 5 is an image 52 captured by the
rear camera 19 of the host vehicle 51 in the situation
shown in FIG. 4.
[0037] The rear camera 19 is attached to the host ve-
hicle 51 in a manner such that the optical axis is inclined
downward at a predetermined angle with respect to the
horizontal plane, in order to capture the image of an area
behind the vehicle 51 from a position near a rear bumper
53 of the host vehicle 51. Thus, an imaging range is fixed.
In the image recognition process for the lane marking,
the image of the environment behind the host vehicle 51
captured by the rear camera 19 is taken into the CPU
41, and an analysis process is performed to identify a
lane marking 54. In addition, a white-line pitch D of the
lane marking 54 is detected. More specifically, first, the
image captured by the rear camera 19 is input to the CPU
41 through analog communication such as communica-
tion using the NTSC system, or digital communication
such as communication using the i-link system. Then,
the input image is converted into a digital image format
such as jpeg or mpeg. Then, a luminance correction proc-
ess is performed on a road surface on which a marking
is drawn and another road surface in the captured image
based on a luminance difference, using the fact that
markings including the lane marking are composed of
white lines. Examples of the markings include a roadway
centerline, the lane marking, a roadway edge marking,
a pedestrian crosswalk line, a marking indicating that a
roadway width changes, a marking indicating that an ob-
stacle on a road is near, an on-street parking area, and
a channelizing line. Then, a binalization process is per-
formed so that a marking to be detected is separated
from the image, a geometric process is performed so that
distortion is corrected, and a smoothing process is per-
formed so that noise is removed from the image. Thus,
a border line between the marking and the other road
surface is detected. Then, the CPU 41 determines wheth-
er the detected marking is the lane marking based on the
shape of the detected marking. If the detected marking
is the lane marking, the CPU 41 detects, as the white-
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line pitch, a distance from the front end portion of one
white line to the front end portion of a next white line
located ahead of the one white line in the direction in
which the vehicle is traveling. In the example shown in
FIG. 4 and FIG. 5, the CPU 41 detects, as the white-line
pitch, a distance D from the front end portion of a white
line 55 to the front end portion of a next white line 56
located ahead of the white line 55 in the direction in which
the vehicle is traveling. The CPU 41 may detect, as the
white-line pitch, a distance from the rear end portion of
one white line to the rear end portion of a next white line
located ahead of the one white line in the direction in
which the vehicle is traveling. Further, the CPU 41 may
detect the length of the white line and the length of the
blank adjacent to the white line, and may detect the sum
of the length of the white line and the length of the blank
adjacent to the white line, as the white pitch.
[0038] Then, in S 13, the CPU 41 detects the speed
of the host vehicle using the vehicle speed sensor 22,
and determines whether the detected speed of the host
vehicle is equal to or higher than a predetermined speed.
When the white-line pitch is detected using the rear cam-
era 19, if the speed of the host vehicle is low, there is a
possibility that the detected white-line pitch may be long-
er than the actual white-line pitch. Thus, in order to im-
prove reliability of the result of the road type determina-
tion, the white-line pitch detected when the speed of the
host vehicle is lower than a predetermined speed is not
used for the road type determination in the embodiment.
The predetermined speed used as a determination cri-
terion in S 13 is a minimum speed for accurately detecting
the white-line pitch. For example, the predetermined
speed is 30 km / h.
[0039] If it is determined that the speed of the host
vehicle is equal to or higher than the predetermined
speed in S13 (YES in S 13), it is determined that the
accurate white-line pitch has been detected in S12, and
the routine proceeds to S 15. In contrast, if it is determined
that the speed of the host vehicle is lower than the pre-
determined speed (NO in S13), it is determined that the
accurate white-line pitch has not been detected in S12,
and the routine proceeds to S 14.
[0040] In S 14, the CPU 41 reads out a Cnt value from
the RAM 42, and assigns 0 to the Cnt value, and then,
stores the Cnt value in the RAM 42 again. Then, the rou-
tine returns to S11. As described later, the Cnt value in-
dicates the number of times that the same result of the
road type determination is successively obtained (for ex-
ample, the determination that the road type is an express-
way is successively made) based on the detected pitch,
in order to improve reliability of the result of the road type
determination. The Cnt value is initialized when the ACC
is turned on. The initial value of the Cnt value is 0.
[0041] In S15, the CPU 41 determines whether the
white-line pitch detected in S12 is equal to or longer than
a reference value. In the embodiment, the reference val-
ue used as a determination criterion in S 15 is 20 m that
is the stipulated white-line pitch for an expressway in Ja-

pan. The reference value is acquired from the white-line
pattern identification information 32 stored in the data
storage unit 12 (refer to FIG. 6). Thus, it is possible to
determine whether the vehicle traveling road is an ex-
pressway based on the detected white-line pitch.
[0042] If it is determined that the white-line pitch de-
tected in S12 is equal to or longer than the reference
value (YES in S 15), that is, if it is determined that the
road type is an expressway based on the white-line pitch,
the routine proceeds to S 16. In contrast, if it is determined
that the white-line pitch detected in S12 is shorter than
the reference value (NO in S 15), that is, if it is determined
that the road type is a road other than an expressway
based on the white-line pitch, the routine proceeds to S
14.
[0043] In S16, the CPU 41 reads out the Cnt value from
the RAM 42, and determines whether the Cnt value is 0.
[0044] If it is determined that the Cnt value is 0 (YES
in S16), the routine proceeds to S 17. In contrast, if it is
determined that the Cnt value is not 0 (NO in S16), the
routine proceeds to S 18.
[0045] In S 17, the CPU 41 determines the current po-
sition of the host vehicle using the GPS 21, and stores
the determined current position in the RAM 42 as the first
point at which the determination that the road type is an
expressway is made based on the white-line pitch (here-
inafter, the first point will be referred to as "a determina-
tion start point"). The detailed current position of the host
vehicle may be determined based on a road marking in-
cluded in the image captured by the rear camera 19. A
specific technique for determining the detailed current
position of the host vehicle using the rear camera 19 is
a known technique, and therefore, the detailed descrip-
tion thereof is omitted.
[0046] In S 18, the CPU 41 reads out the Cnt value
from the RAM 42, and adds 1 to the Cnt value, and then,
stores the Cnt value to the RAM 42 again.
[0047] Then, in S 19, the CPU 41 reads out the Cnt
value from the RAM 42, and determines whether the Cnt
value is equal to or larger than X. For example, X is 10.
[0048] If it is determined that the Cnt value is smaller
than X (NO in S 19), the routine returns to S 11. In con-
trast, if it is determined that the Cnt value is equal to or
larger than X (YES in S 19), it is determined that the result
of the road type determination obtained based on the
white-line pitch (that is, the determination that the road
type is an expressway made based on the white-line
pitch) is reliable, because the same result of the road
type determination has been obtained based on the
white-line pitch X times or more successively. Then, the
routine proceeds to S20.
[0049] In S20, the CPU 41 determines the current po-
sition of the host vehicle using the GPS 21 and the rear
camera 19. Then, the CPU 41 determines whether a dis-
tance between the current position of the host vehicle
and the determination start point stored in the RAM 42
in S 17 is equal to or longer than a predetermined distance
(for example, whether the distance is equal to or longer
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than a distance (40 m) equal to two stipulated white-line
pitches for an expressway). The predetermined distance
may be a distance equal to or longer than three stipulated
white-line pitches for an expressway (i.e., a distance
equal to or longer than 60 m).
[0050] If it is determined that the distance between the
current position of the host vehicle and the determination
start point stored in the RAM 42 in S 17 is shorter than
the predetermined distance (NO in S20), the routine re-
turns to S11. In contrast, if it is determined that the dis-
tance between the current position of the host vehicle
and the determination start point stored in the RAM 42
in S 17 is equal to or longer than the predetermined dis-
tance (YES in S20), it is determined that the result of the
road type determination obtained based on the white-line
pitch (that is, the determination that the road type is an
expressway made based on the white-line pitch) is reli-
able, because the same result of the road type determi-
nation has been successively obtained based on the
white-line pitch while the white-line pattern in the lane
marking with a length equal to or longer than the prede-
termined distance has been detected. Thus, the routine
proceeds to S21.
[0051] In S21, the CPU 41 determines that the type of
the road on which the host vehicle is actually and cur-
rently traveling (i.e., the vehicle traveling road) is an ex-
pressway, and changes the type of the vehicle traveling
road determined in the first road type determination proc-
ess program from a road other than an expressway to
an expressway. Accordingly, in the navigation apparatus
1, the current position of the host vehicle determined
based on the result of the map-matching process in the
first road type determination process program is changed
to a position on an expressway. Then, the changed cur-
rent position of the host vehicle is displayed on the liquid
crystal display 15 for guidance. Also, the guiding route
to the destination is set based on the changed current
position of the host vehicle.
[0052] As described above in detail, in the navigation
apparatus 1 according to the embodiment, the travel
guiding method for a vehicle performed by the navigation
apparatus 1, and A computer-readable storage medium
that stores computer-executable instructions for perform-
ing the method executed by the navigation apparatus 1,
the type of the vehicle traveling road is determined based
on the current position of the vehicle and the map infor-
mation by the first road type determination (S2). In addi-
tion, if it is determined that the type of the vehicle traveling
road is a road other than an expressway by the first road
type determination, the white-line pattern drawn on the
vehicle traveling road is detected using the rear camera
19 (S12), and the type of the vehicle traveling road is
determined based on the detected white-line pattern and
the white-line pattern identification information 32, by the
second road type determination (S12 to S20). If it is de-
termined that the type of the vehicle traveling road is an
expressway by the second road type determination, the
type of the vehicle traveling road determined by the first

road type determination is changed from a road other
than an expressway to an expressway (S21). Therefore,
it is possible to reduce the possibility that an erroneous
determination that the vehicle is traveling on a road other
than an expressway is made although the vehicle is
traveling on an expressway. In addition, it is possible to
change the result of the determination as to the type of
the vehicle traveling road to the accurate determination
result, based on the detected white-line pattern. Accord-
ingly, it is possible to improve the reliability of the result
of the road type determination.
[0053] Also, if the same result of the second road type
determination is successively obtained while the white-
line pattern in the lane marking equal to or longer than
the predetermined distance is detected, the result of the
first road type determination is changed. Therefore, it is
possible to improve the reliability of the result of the road
type determination.
[0054] Further, because the white-line pattern detect-
ed when the speed of the vehicle is lower than the pre-
determined speed is not used for the road type determi-
nation, it is possible to improve the reliability of the result
of the road type determination.
[0055] It is to be understood that the invention is not
limited to the above-described embodiment, and various
modifications and changes may be made without depart-
ing from the invention. For example, although the white
lines are used as the marker indicating the border be-
tween the lanes in the embodiment, another marker may
be used as long as the pattern of the marker for an ex-
pressway is different from the pattern of the marker for
a road other than an expressway. Also, although the sum
of the length of the white line and the length of the blank
adjacent to the white line (i.e., the white-line pitch) is de-
tected as the white-line pattern, and the road type is de-
termined using the detected white-line pitch in the em-
bodiment, the length of the white line or the length of the
blank between the white lines may be detected as the
white-line pattern. As shown in FIG. 6, the stipulated
length of the white line for an expressway is different from
that for a road other than an expressway, and the stipu-
lated length of the blank between the white lines for an
expressway is different from that for a road other than an
expressway. Therefore, it is possible to determine the
road type based on the length of the white line or the
length of the blank between the white lines.
[0056] The white-line pattern may be determined
based on an image captured by a front camera disposed
at the front portion of the vehicle, or an image captured
by a camera disposed at the side portion of the vehicle,
in addition to or instead of the image captured by the rear
camera 19 disposed at the rear portion of the vehicle.
[0057] The reference value, which is the determination
criterion used in S 15, may be a value (for example, 18
m) shorter than the stipulated white-line pitch for an ex-
pressway. However, in this case, the reference value
needs to be longer than a value (for example, 17 m) set
by adding a recognition error of the camera to the white-
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line pitch (15 m) for a road other than an expressway.
Also, a certain reference value range (for example, the
range of 18 m to 22 m) may be set, and it may be deter-
mined whether the white-line pitch detected in S 15 is in
the reference value range. In this case as well, the lower
limit value in the reference value range needs to be longer
than the value set by adding the recognition error of the
camera to the white-line pitch for a road other than an
expressway.
[0058] A travel guiding apparatus for a vehicle, com-
prising a storage unit that stores map information and
marker pattern identification information, wherein the
marker pattern is a pattern of a marker included in a lane
marking, and a first road type determination unit that de-
termines a type of a vehicle traveling road, a marker de-
tection unit for detecting the marker pattern, a second
road type determination unit that determines the type of
vehicle travelling road based on the detected marker pat-
tern and the marker pattern identification information, and
a road type change unit that changes the type of vehicle
traveling road determined by the first road type determi-
nation unit as being other than an expressway to an ex-
pressway in case the second road type determination
unit determines the vehicle traveling road as being an
expressway.

Claims

1. A travel guiding apparatus for a vehicle, comprising:

a storage unit that stores map information and
marker pattern identification information used to
identify a marker pattern for each road type,
wherein the marker pattern is a pattern of a
marker included in a lane marking;
a first road type determination unit that deter-
mines a type of a vehicle traveling road on which
a vehicle is traveling, based on a current position
of the vehicle and the map information;
a marker pattern detection unit that detects the
maker pattern on the vehicle traveling road;
a second road type determination unit that de-
termines the type of the vehicle traveling road,
based on the marker pattern detected by the
marker pattern detection unit and the marker
pattern identification information; and
a road type change unit that changes the type
of the vehicle traveling road determined by the
first road type determination unit from a road oth-
er than an expressway to an expressway, if the
first road type determination unit determines that
the type of the vehicle traveling road is a road
other than an expressway, and the second road
type determination unit determines that the type
of the vehicle traveling road is an expressway.

2. The travel guiding apparatus for a vehicle according

to claim 1, wherein
the road type change unit changes the type of the
vehicle traveling road determined by the first road
type determination unit, if the second road type de-
termination unit determines that the type of the ve-
hicle traveling road is an expressway a predeter-
mined number of times successively, while the mark-
er pattern detection unit detects the marker pattern
in the lane marking that has a length equal to or long-
er than a predetermined distance.

3. The travel guiding apparatus for a vehicle according
to claim 1, further comprising
a vehicle speed detection unit that detects a speed
of the vehicle, wherein
the second road type determination unit determines
the type of the vehicle traveling road, if the speed of
the vehicle is equal to or higher than a predetermined
speed.

4. The travel guiding apparatus for a vehicle according
to claim 1, wherein the marker is composed of a white
line drawn on a road.

5. The travel guiding apparatus for a vehicle according
to claim 4, wherein
the marker pattern is one of a length of the white line,
a length of a blank between the white lines, and a
sum of the length of the white line and the length of
the blank adjacent to the white line.

6. A travel guiding method for a vehicle, comprising:

performing a first road type determination that
determines a type of a vehicle traveling road on
which a vehicle is traveling, based on a current
position of the vehicle and map information
stored in a storage unit;
detecting a maker pattern that is a pattern of a
marker included in a lane marking on the vehicle
traveling road;
performing a second road type determination
that determines the type of the vehicle traveling
road, based on the detected marker pattern and
marker pattern identification information stored
in the storage unit, wherein the marker pattern
identification information is used to identify the
marker pattern for each road type; and
changing the type of the vehicle traveling road
determined by the first road type determination
from a road other than an expressway to an ex-
pressway, if it is determined that the type of the
vehicle traveling road is a road other than an
expressway by the first road type determination,
and it is determined that the type of the vehicle
traveling road is an expressway by the second
road type determination.
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7. A computer-readable storage medium that stores
computer-executable instructions for performing a
travel guiding method for a vehicle comprising:

performing a first road type determination that
determines a type of a vehicle traveling road on
which a vehicle is traveling, based on a current
position of the vehicle and map information
stored in a storage unit;
detecting a maker pattern that is a pattern of a
marker included in a lane marking on the vehicle
traveling road;
performing a second road type determination
that determines the type of the vehicle traveling
road, based on the detected marker pattern and
marker pattern identification information stored
in the storage unit, wherein the marker pattern
identification information is used to identify the
marker pattern for each road type; and
changing the type of the vehicle traveling road
determined by the first road type determination
from a road other than an expressway to an ex-
pressway, if it is determined that the type of the
vehicle traveling road is a road other than an
expressway by the first road type determination,
and it is determined that the type of the vehicle
traveling road is an expressway by the second
road type determination.
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