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Description

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0001] The present disclosure relates generally to
wireless local area networks (WLANs) and more partic-
ularly to providing presence state information of wireless
stations operating in a WLAN.

BACKGROUND

[0002] The development of wireless networking has
provided mobility to users while allowing them to remain
in contact with others such as professional associates
and family members. As the capacity and coverage of
these systems have increased, the types and quantity of
services being implemented has also increased. These
services include communication modes, data applica-
tions, messaging applications, and the like. The increas-
ing availability of services and applications has driven
continued enhancements in mobile device design. For
example, WLANs were originally primarily used by com-
puting devices, such as laptop computers. WLANs have
since evolved to support voice communication in addition
to applications and services that require high speed
broadband service such as streaming video. Today, it is
increasingly common for mobile communication devices
to include means for accessing WLANs in addition to
traditional mobile cellular networks. As a result, there has
been substantial overlap in the range of services and
applications used among mobile communication devices
and more conventional portable computing devices.
[0003] One service that is gaining widespread popu-
larity on mobile communication devices is instant mes-
saging (IM). Instant messaging can be more useful than
short message service (SMS) messaging, sometimes re-
ferred to as "texting," and its multimedia counterpart, me-
dia messaging service (MMS). SMS and MMS allow us-
ers to send messages to other users, but with no assur-
ance that the target of the message is presently available.
Instant messaging, on the other hand, typically maintains
presence information for each IM user so that other users
can be informed of the presence state of other users of
interest to them.
[0004] A conventional IM system uses an IM server
which maintains presence information for all subscribing
users. Presence of a user can be identified, for example,
as "offline," "busy," "available," and on the like. An IM
client application on the user’s device interacts with the
IM server to keep the IM server’s presence information
current, which typically involves the IM server frequently
verifying each user’s presence status by sending hand-
shake messages. This constant handshaking occurs be-
tween the IM client on the user’s device and the IM server
when the IM client is instantiated and the user’s device
is online. On a conventional computing device, the power
used to process periodic presence handshaking is not
particularly significant, but for mobile communication de-

vices it can be substantial because such devices have
much smaller batteries and are expected to operate for
longer periods of time without having to recharge or
change batteries compared to computing devices. Fur-
thermore, in an enterprise WLAN, the presence hand-
shaking can consume a substantial portion of network
capacity.
[0005] Accordingly, there is a need for a means by
which presence information can be maintained in a net-
work which reduces the processing burden on terminal
devices, such as mobile communication devices, and
which reduces network handshaking traffic over conven-
tional presence systems. EP-A1-1931110 provides pres-
ence detection. In EP-A1-1931110, when a wireless con-
nection between a gateway and a device is disrupted,
the gateway monitors the duration of the disruption.

BRIER DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

[0006] The accompanying figures, where similar refer-
ence numerals refer to identical or functionally similar
elements throughout the separate views, together with
the detailed description below, are incorporated in and
form part of the specification and serve to further illustrate
embodiments of concepts that include the claimed inven-
tion, and explain various principles and advantages of
those embodiments.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a wireless local area
network (WLAN) that supports station presence in
accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram of a WLAN ac-
cess point (AP) in accordance with some embodi-
ments.

FIG. 3 is schematic block diagram of a wireless sta-
tion in accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of a method of updating pres-
ence in a WLAN in accordance with some embodi-
ments.

FIG. 5 is a message sequence chart illustrating a
station’s presence state changing from present to
not present in accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 6 is a message sequence chart illustrating a
station’s presence state changing from not present
to present in accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 7 is a message sequence chart illustrating an
application of a station’s presence state in terminat-
ing a communication in accordance with some em-
bodiments.

FIG. 8 is a message sequence chart illustrating use
of a station’s presence state at a presence server in
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accordance with some embodiments.

FIG. 9 is a message sequence chart illustrating how
the presence function can be used to maintain ses-
sion information for a station at the AP in accordance
with some embodiments.

[0007] Skilled artisans will appreciate that elements in
the figures are illustrated for simplicity and clarity and
have not necessarily been drawn to scale. For example,
the dimensions of some of the elements in the figures
may be exaggerated relative to other elements to help
to improve understanding of embodiments of the present
invention.
[0008] The apparatus and method components have
been represented where appropriate by conventional
symbols in the drawings, showing only those specific de-
tails that are pertinent to understanding the embodiments
of the present invention so as not to obscure the disclo-
sure with details that will be readily apparent to those of
ordinary skill in the art having the benefit of the description
herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0009] The present disclosure provides a method ac-
cording to claim 1 and an access point according to claim
8 for maintaining the state of a wireless station associated
with a WLAN access point. The access point determines
when there is a change of the station’s presence state,
and upon determining that the station’s presence state
has changed, the access point informs a presence server
of the change in the station’s presence state. The pres-
ence server maintains a state value of the station, and
other such stations, for use by other stations and users
to determine whether a given user be contacted at any
given time.
[0010] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a wireless local area
network (WLAN) 100 that supports station presence in
accordance with some embodiments. A WLAN access
point (AP) 102 supports wireless communication with one
or more WLAN stations such as stations 104, 106, and
108, for example. Examples of wireless stations can in-
clude laptop computers, as well as WLAN-enabled mo-
bile communication devices, personal digital assistants,
and other such devices. The AP 102 provides a wireless
communication interface in the vicinity of the AP 102 ac-
cording to a protocol, such as that specified by any of the
Institute of Electronic and Electrical Engineers (IEEE)
specifications 802.11. Those skilled in the art will realize,
however, that the teachings of the present disclosure are
not limited to such protocols and can be applied to a wide
variety of wireless systems, including, for example, IEEE
802.16 Worldwide Interoperability for Microwave Access
(WiMAX). Any of the IEEE standards or specifications
referred to herein can be obtained at http://stand-
ards.ieee.org/getieee802/index.html or by contacting the
IEEE at IEEE, 445 Hoes Lane, PO Box 1331, Piscataway,

NJ 08855-1331, USA.
[0011] The AP 102 provides access to a network 110,
which can include a wide area packet network and the
Internet. The AP 102 is operably coupled to a presence
server 112 via the network 110. The presence server 112
maintains a presence state for stations operating in the
shown WLAN and can further maintain presence states
for other stations operating in other networks which are
operably coupled to the presence server 112 in kind. The
term "maintaining a presence state" hereinafter means
that for each station supported by the presence server,
the presence server keeps an operational state value for
the station. For example, a station’s state can be
"present," "not present," "idle," "online," "offline," "busy,"
and the like. For example, the presence server can main-
tain a list of stations by their user name, and their asso-
ciated state, as indicated by listing 114 which can be
stored in a memory of the presence server 112.
[0012] Each station 104, 106, and 108 utilizing the
presence server 112 can have a presence application
running on the station which can communicate with the
presence server 112 and which can thereby determine
the state of other stations and users that are also utilizing
the presence server 112, and that are of interest to the
user of the station. A user of station 104 can, for example,
see a listing 116 of various other stations/users and their
respective present presence states. The listing 116, in
some embodiments, can be displayed on a display of the
station by a presence application running on the station.
[0013] FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram of a WLAN
access point (AP) 200 in accordance with some embod-
iments. The AP 200 includes a controller 202 which in-
cludes one or more microprocessors that control opera-
tion of the AP 200. The controller 202 is operably coupled
to a memory 208, which can be, for example, a computer
readable storage medium. The memory 208 can repre-
sent an aggregation of memory which can include various
different memory components including read only mem-
ory (RAM), random access memory (RAM), non-volatile
programmable memory, and on the like. It will be appre-
ciated by those of ordinary skill in the art that the memory
208 can be integrated within the AP 200, or alternatively,
can be at least partially contained within an external
memory such as a memory storage device. The memory
storage device, for example, can be a subscriber identi-
fication module (SIM) card.
[0014] Typically the memory 208 includes a long term
storage component that stores operating system and ap-
plication code, as well as boot code which can be instan-
tiated in RAM to commence operation of the AP 200.
RAM can be further used for scratchpad memory oper-
ations, such as storing variable, arrays, and other data
structures. The memory 208 includes instruction code
which programs the controller to operate in accordance
with the teachings of the present disclosure.
[0015] The controller 202 is further operably coupled
to a network interface controller (NIC) 204 which facili-
tates communication with a network, and a transceiver
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206 which operates the air interface to support wireless
communication with stations. In an alternative embodi-
ment (not shown), instead of a transceiver, the AP 200
can include a receive antenna and a receiver for receiving
signals from the WLAN and a transmit antenna and a
transmitter for transmitting signals to the WLAN. It will be
appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art that other
similar electronic block diagrams of the same or alternate
type can be utilized for the AP 200.
[0016] The AP 200 further includes a data queue buffer
210 and a presence state register 212, each of which
can be included in memory 208 or implemented in other
memory either internally or externally. The data queue
buffer 210 is used to queue outgoing data for stations
associated with the AP 200. Stations can operate in a
powersave mode where they are unable to receive sig-
nals from the AP 200, but occasionally "wake up" and
poll the AP 200 to receive data queued at the AP 200
that is destined for the station. The presence state reg-
ister 212 is used by the AP 200 to maintain a presence
state for one or more stations associated with the AP
200. The presence state is an indication of whether the
station is presently available for communication, and is
separate from an association state. While a station re-
mains associated with the AP 200, for example, it can
momentarily fall out of coverage and be unable to receive
signals from the AP 200, or be unable to transmit signals
with sufficient strength to reach the AP 200. According
to the present teachings, the AP 200 determines a state
of the station, and in particular whether the station is
"present" or "not present." A state of "present" indicates
that the station is presently able to exchange signals with
the AP 200, and "not present" therefore indicates that
the station is not able to exchange signals with the AP
200. By determining this level of presence at the AP 200,
network traffic conventionally associated with presence
handshaking between a client, such as a station, and a
presence server can be substantially reduced. The AP
200 can monitor and determine the presence state of a
station and inform the presence server upon a change
in the station’s presence state. The AP 200 only needs
to update the presence server when the station’s pres-
ence state changes. Furthermore, the AP 200 can deter-
mine the station’s presence state using techniques that
will not require the station to process and respond to high
level, application oriented handshake messages to an
application running on the station.
[0017] FIG. 3 is schematic block diagram of a station
300 in accordance with some embodiments. The station
300 is a wireless station and can operate using battery
power or an external power source. The station 300 can
be any type of known wireless station including a laptop
computer, a mobile communication device, a personal
digital assistant, and so on. The station 300 illustrated in
FIG. 3 is an example of a WLAN-enabled mobile com-
munication device. A typical station 300 includes a con-
troller or application processor 302. The application proc-
essor 302 operates higher layers of software, as well as

operating systems and user interface layers. The appli-
cation processor 302 is operably coupled to computer
readable storage memory 308, which can include ROM,
RAM, and various volatile and non-volatile types of mem-
ory. One portion of the memory 308 contains instruction
code for operating the station, including operating system
code, user interface code, and code for various applica-
tions, among other types of code. It will be appreciated
by those of ordinary skill in the art that the memory 308
can be integrated within the station, or alternatively, can
be at least partially contained within an external memory
such as a memory storage device. The memory storage
device, for example, can be a subscriber identification
module (SIM) card.
[0018] The application processor 302 is further oper-
ably coupled to a baseband processor 304, which per-
forms a variety of signaling operations, and can typically
be implemented with a digital signal processor and sup-
porting components, as is known. Among other functions,
the baseband processor 304 formats data to be trans-
mitted, which can include encoding, digital filtering, and
so on. The processed data is sent to a transceiver 306
which transmits the data via digital modulation. The trans-
ceiver 306 also receives and demodulates signals and
provides the received data to the application processor
302. Accordingly, the transceiver 306 includes radio op-
eration components for filtering, modulating, demodulat-
ing, and amplifying signals. The transceiver 306 can be
used to communicate with cellular-based mobile com-
munication networks. In an alternative embodiment (not
shown), instead of a transceiver, the station 300 can in-
clude a receive antenna and a receiver for receiving sig-
nals from the WLAN, and a transmit antenna and a trans-
mitter for transmitting signals to the WLAN. It will be ap-
preciated by one of ordinary skill in the art that other sim-
ilar electronic block diagrams of the same or alternate
type can be utilized for the station 300.
[0019] The station 300 can further include an audio
processor 310 for processing voice and other audio sig-
nals. The audio processor 310 converts digital audio sig-
nals to be played to a user to analog signals that are
played over a speaker 318. The user can likewise speak
into a microphone 320 to produce analog audio signals
that are digitized by the audio processor 310.
[0020] To facilitate WLAN operation, the station in-
cludes a WLAN network interface controller (NIC) 312.
The WLAN NIC 312 wirelessly links to an access point,
such as AP 200 shown in FIG. 2, which contains its own
controller for operating the WLAN NIC 312. The WLAN
NIC 312 can be operated independently of the rest of the
station 300, when the station 300 is otherwise placed into
a low power or powersave mode. The WLAN NIC 312
can also be put into a low power mode, and periodically
power up ("wake up") to scan a beacon and other signals
broadcast by the AP to determine if other components
of the station 300 need to power up to respond to the AP.
If so, then the WLAN NIC 312 can commence an oper-
ation to power up the application processor 302 to per-
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form an appropriate process. If not, then the WLAN NIC
312 simply goes back to a low power mode. Powersave
operation of WLAN-enable stations is well known, and
includes signaling protocols for a variety of operations,
such as, for example, determining that the AP has
queued data that is destined for the station 300.
[0021] To facilitate operation by a user, the station 300
further includes a user interface, including, for example,
a keypad 314 and other button entry means, and a graph-
ical display 316 for displaying information to the user.
Additional components can be included, such as audio
transducers for generating alert or ring tones, and buzz-
ers for tactile alerts for silent mode operation. The keypad
314 can include standard telephone buttons as well as
buttons for other operations, character entry, and menu
selection, among other operations.
[0022] FIG. 4 is a flowchart of a method 400 of updating
presence in a WLAN in accordance with some embodi-
ments. The method commences when a station associ-
ates with the AP (402). Association is a higher level op-
eration that causes the AP to assume the station is in the
vicinity of the AP generally until either the station de-
associates, or a substantial period of time passes. A sta-
tion’s association state is separate from its presence
state. Upon association, though, which requires an ex-
change of signals between the station and the AP, the
AP initializes the station’s presence state in a state var-
iable maintained in a presence state register or equiva-
lent memory and data structure in the AP. The station’s
presence station is first set to "present," (404) indicating
that the station is likely able to exchange signals with the
AP, and is not out of coverage. A timer is then com-
menced. The AP then determines if it has received any
activity, in the form of signals, from the station before the
timer expires (406). The activity can be the station send-
ing data to the AP to be forwarded over the network, for
example. Any activity received at the AP from the station
will reset the time and maintain the station’s presence
state as "present." However, if the AP does not receive
any indication of activity from the station, the AP can then
commence attempting to provoke a response from the
station. The station can first determine whether the sta-
tion is operating in a powersave mode (408) which can
have been indicated upon association, or subsequent to
association with the AP by the station. If the station is
operating in a powered mode, for example not in a pow-
ersave mode, as when powered by an external source
such as an alternating current (AC) adapter, the station
will be able to receive a signal asynchronously transmit-
ted from the AP, assuming it is still "present." Accordingly,
the AP then commences transmitting a signal to the sta-
tion and commencing another timer (410). The signal can
be, for example, a NULL frame of data. The AP then
determines if a response was received from the station
before expiration of the second timer (414), such as an
acknowledgement (ACK) corresponding to the signal
transmitted by the AP to the station. It will be appreciated
by those of ordinary skill in the art that the station can

transmit a message or data unrelated to the AP’s trans-
mission before it responds to the AP’s transmission.
When the AP receives a response or any other suitable
signal from the station prior to expiration of the second
timer, the AP maintains the station’s presence state as
"present" and there is no need to indicate a change of
presence state to the presence server. However, when
the station fails to receive a response from the station at
414, the AP then changes the station’s presence state
to "not present" (416), and indicates the change of pres-
ence state to the presence server.
[0023] When the station is operating in a powersave
mode, the AP cannot simply transmit to the station be-
cause the station’s WLAN NIC will likely be powered off.
Instead, the AP broadcasts a beacon for all stations as-
sociated with the AP operating in powersave mode, and
in the beacon there is a traffic indication map (TIM) for
each station. A station operating in powersave mode has
its WLAN NIC periodically power up, scan the beacon,
and determine based on the TIM, whether the station
needs to power up and retrieve data from the AP. The
present teachings utilize this operation for the purpose
of determining the station’s presence state. Once the AP
sets the TIM in the beacon transmitted by the AP, and it
will typically be repeated for a period of time, the AP com-
mences a timer (412). Similarly to powered mode, the
AP then determines if a response has been received from
the station operating in powersave mode (414). To im-
pose as little processing requirement as possible on the
station, the AP can queue a NULL frame of data upon
setting the TIM. Once the station’s WLAN NIC powers
up, receives the TIM indicating the AP has data queued
at the AP that is destined for the station, the station’s
WLAN NIC will then poll the AP for the data. Upon re-
ceiving the NULL frame from the AP, however, the WLAN
NIC will take no further action other than, perhaps, send-
ing an ACK. Receiving the NULL frame does not cause
the WLAN NIC to power up the rest of the station as no
response is required. When the AP does not receive a
response within the timer period, the station’s presence
state is changed to "not present" if it was "present" and
the AP indicates the change of state to the presence serv-
er.
[0024] Once the station’s presence state is changed
to "not present," the method can continue to loop or re-
peat processes 408, 410/412, and 414 until the station
responds appropriately, indicating the station is now
present. The AP then changes the station’s presence
state to "present" (404), and then indicates the change
of presence state to the presence server. The method
then continues looping through the method’s processes,
changing the presence state when appropriate and indi-
cating presence state changes to the presence server.
[0025] FIG. 5 is a message sequence chart 500 illus-
trating a station’s presence state changing from present
to not present in accordance with some embodiments.
The message sequence chart 500 illustrates generalized
messages among a station 502, AP 504, and a presence

7 8 



EP 2 520 071 B1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

server 506. In the present message sequence chart,
three particular message sequence boxes 509, 517, and
521 are shown and described. Each box 509, 517, and
521 shows different examples of message sequences
scenarios and the resulting affect on the station’s pres-
ence. The boxes 509, 517, and 521 and their exemplary
scenarios are not meant to be read as occurring in any
particular order; and each of the scenarios in boxes 509,
517, and 521 can occur without regard to any of the other
scenarios.
[0026] Initially, when the station 502 associates with
the AP 504, the station’s presence state is set to
"present," and the AP 504 indicates this to the presence
server 506 via a status update message 508. The station
502 can maintain the "present" state in one or more meth-
ods in box 509. First, upon receiving some transmission
from the station 502, the AP 504 commences a first timer
(timer A) 503, which lasts for a first preselected period
of time. During the pendency of timer A 503, the AP 504
can transmit information to the station 502 that is unre-
lated to presence state determination. For example, the
station 502 can be operating in a powered mode, and
the AP 504 can receive information for the station 502
which is transmitted 510 to the station 502 without delay
or queuing without regard for timer A 503, and the station
502 responds 512 before expiration of timer A 503. While
it is not a response to any presence-related transmission,
the response 512 to the transmission 510 is sufficient to
indicate the station 502 is still present. In a second sce-
nario, the AP 504 commences timer A 503 upon receipt
of a transmission 512 from the station 502, and upon
expiration of timer A 503, the AP 504 attempts to provoke
514 a response by either transmitting information to the
powered station 502, or setting a corresponding TIM bit
in a beacon broadcast by the AP 504. The AP 504 then
commences a second timer, timer B 505 having a second
preselected timer period, which can have a different du-
ration than timer A 503. If the station 502 responds to the
attempt with a transmission 516 prior to the expiration of
timer B 505, the station’s presence state will remain
"present."
[0027] Box 517 indicates a scenario for one way the
station’s presence state can change from "present" to
"not present." Upon the expiration of the first timer, timer
A 503, the station 502 attempts to provoke 518 a re-
sponse, but the signal (either a transmission to the station
502 or the AP’s beacon") is not received by the station
502. The station 502 may have moved out of coverage
or into a place with low signal penetration. Accordingly,
upon expiration of timer B 505 the AP 504 will not have
received a response from the station 502, and the AP
504 changes the station’s presence state in the AP’s
presence register from "present" to "not present," and
informs 520 the presence server 506 of the change of
state, and the presence server notes the change.
[0028] In box 521, upon expiration of timer A 503, the
AP 504 attempts to provoke 522 a response from the
station 502, and the attempt is received by the station

502. However, the station’s response 524 does not reach
the AP. Accordingly, upon expiration of timer B 505 the
AP 504 will not have received a response from the station
502, and the AP 504 changes the station’s presence state
in the AP’s presence register from "present" to "not
present," and informs 526 the presence server 506 of the
change of state, which notes the change.
[0029] FIG. 6 is a message sequence chart 600 illus-
trating a station’s presence state changing from not
present to present in accordance with some embodi-
ments. In the present message sequence chart, three
particular message sequence boxes 604, 612, and 620
are shown and described. Each box 604, 612, and 620
shows different examples of message sequences sce-
narios and the resulting affect on the station’s presence.
The boxes 604, 612, and 620 and their exemplary sce-
narios are not meant to be read as occurring in any par-
ticular order; and each of the scenarios in boxes 604,
612, and 620 can occur without regard to any of the other
scenarios.
[0030] Upon determining that the station’s presence
state is "not present," and indicating 602 such to the pres-
ence server 506, the station 502 can remain "not present"
in a couple of ways, indicated in box 604. Upon first de-
termining that the station 502 is not present, the AP 504
can commence a timer, timer C 603, which can have the
same duration as other timers used, or a different dura-
tion. Upon expiration of timer C 603, the AP 504 attempts
to provoke 606 a response from the station 502, which
does not reach the station 502, and commences timer B
505. Since the attempt was not received by the station
502, upon expiration of timer B 505, the AP 504 will not
have not received a response from the station 502, caus-
ing the AP 504 to maintain the station’s presence state
as "not present." Likewise, when the attempt is received
608 by the station 502, but the station’s response 610
does not reach the AP 504, the AP 504 maintains the
station’s presence state as "not present."
[0031] In box 612, the AP’s provocation attempt 614
is received by the station 502, and the station’s response
616 is received by the AP 504 prior to expiration of timer
B 505. Accordingly, the AP 504 changes the station’s
presence state from "not present" to "present" and in-
forms 618 the presence server 506 of the change of state.
[0032] In box 620, the AP 504 commences timer C 603
after determining, or re-determining that the station 502
is not present, but before expiration of timer C 603 the
station 502 transmits 622 information to the AP 504 that
is unrelated to presence state determination. According-
ly, the AP 504 changes the station’s presence state to
"present" and informs 624 the presence server 506. Sim-
ilarly, the transmission 622 can be received subsequent
to the AP’s attempt to provoke a response from the station
502 upon expiration of timer C 603.
[0033] FIG. 7 is a message sequence chart 700 illus-
trating an application of a station’s presence state in ter-
minating a communication in accordance with some em-
bodiments. The message sequence chart 700 illustrates
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interactions among a station 702, AP 704, a call controller
705 and a target party 706 with whom the user of the
station 702 wishes to communicate. The target party 706
therefore represents the communication equipment used
by the person with whom the user of the station 702 de-
sires to communicate. The message sequence chart 700
illustrates how presence state determination at the AP
704 can assist with calling functions relating to voice call-
ing over WLANs. The station 702 first requests a com-
munication by transmitting a request 708 to the AP 704.
The request can be forwarded to other network entities,
but the AP 704 gains an awareness 710 of the request
708. The request is forwarded 712 to the call controller
705 and subsequently to the target party 706 for answer-
ing, and setting up a call. Upon answering, a communi-
cation 713 is responded back from the target party 706
to the call controller 705 which indicates to the AP 704
that the call can commence, and the AP 704 indicates to
the station 702 that the call can then commence. Accord-
ingly, the call is commenced 714 between the station 702
and the target party 706. It will be appreciated by those
skilled in the art that there can be substantial other entities
involved in call set up between the station 702 and target
party 706, which are not shown here for the sake of clarity.
For example, the signaling between the station 702, AP
704, and target party 706 can be performed in accord-
ance with the Session Initiation Protocol (SIP) signaling
protocol. While requesting the communication and during
the initial communication, the station’s presence state is
"present."
[0034] During the communication, the station 702 can
go out of coverage 716, and either the AP’s transmissions
718 do not reach the station 702, or the station’s trans-
missions 720 do not reach the AP 704. Accordingly, the
AP’s presence function 722 determines that the station
702 is now "not present" 724. In conventional SIP sys-
tems, when the station 702 goes out of coverage during
a communication 714, but remains associated with the
AP, the communication 714 will persist at the target party
706 until the target party 706 terminates the communi-
cation. However, according to the present teachings, up-
on determining at the AP 704 that the station 702 is "not
present," the AP 704 can commence shutting down 726
the communication with the target party 706 by, for ex-
ample, an appropriate SIP message. Subsequently, the
AP 704 disconnects the communication by informing the
call controller 705 that the call is terminated 728. The call
controller 705 then indicates call termination to the target
party 706. The station 702 will have to re-commence the
communication using the same procedure. It is notewor-
thy that the method illustrated by the sequence chart 700
of FIG. 7 does not involve a presence server, and thus
the presence state as determined by the AP can be used
to facilitate better communication control without regard
to association state.
[0035] FIG. 8 is a message sequence chart 800 illus-
trating the use of a station’s presence state at a presence
server in accordance with some embodiments. The mes-

sage sequence chart 800 illustrates how a presence
server 806 can use presence state information from the
AP 804 in conjunction with conventional presence state
information from a presence application on the station
802. In the present message sequence chart, three par-
ticular message sequence boxes 810, 818, and 830 are
shown and described. Each box 810, 818, and 830 shows
different examples of message sequences scenarios and
the resulting affect on the station’s presence. The boxes
810, 818, and 830 and their exemplary scenarios are not
meant to be read as occurring in any particular order;
and each of the scenarios in boxes 810, 818, and 830
can occur without regard to any of the other scenarios.
[0036] The station 802 first associates 808 with the AP
804, resulting in a "present" state at the AP 804, and the
AP 804 communicates 812 the "present" state to the
presence server 806 in a first box 810. The presence
server 806, without additional information, then sets the
station’s presence state to "online" for the purpose of
indicating the station’s presence state to other users.
Subsequently, the station 802, via the station’s presence
application, transmits a presence update 814 to the pres-
ence server 806 indicating, for example, that the station
802 is busy. The presence application can be, for exam-
ple, a calendaring application in which a user of the sta-
tion 802 has set appointments, and upon the time of an
appointment occurring, the station 802 transmits the
"busy" state update to the presence server 806. The pres-
ence server 806, upon receiving the "busy" presence
state update 814, indicates 816 the station is busy. The
"busy" state does not conflict with the "present" state be-
cause "present" and "not present" indicate whether the
AP can exchange signals with the station 802.
[0037] In a second box 818, the station 802 loses pres-
ence 820 with the AP 804. The AP’s presence function
822 determines the loss of presence, changing the sta-
tion’s presence state to not present, and informs 824 the
presence server 806. However, the presence server 806,
according to some embodiments, does not immediately
react to the change of state, as indicated by the AP 804
because "busy" indicates to other users that the station
802 can be unresponsive to communication attempts.
Accordingly, the presence server 806 commences a tim-
er 803. While the presence server’s timer 803 is running,
and before expiration of the timer 803, the station 802
regains 826 presence with the AP 804. The AP 804 then
indicates the presence state change 828 to the presence
server 806 before expiration of the timer 803. According-
ly, the presence server 806 will maintain the station’s
presence state as "busy."
[0038] In box 830, similarly to box 818, the station 802
loses presence 832, as determined by the AP’s presence
function 834. The change of state to "not present" is in-
dicated 836 to the presence server 806. However, in this
scenario, no further response is received at the presence
server 806 before expiration of the timer 803. According-
ly, the presence server 806 changes the station’s pres-
ence state to "offline" indicating to other users that the
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station 802 cannot be reached presently.
[0039] FIG. 9 is a message sequence chart 900 illus-
trating the use of the presence function to maintain ses-
sion information for a station at the AP. The present mes-
sage sequence chart 900 illustrates a station 902, AP
904, and a session entity 906. The session entity can be
any entity with which the station can establish a session,
and can be, for example, a website, another station, and
so on. In the present message sequence chart, two par-
ticular message sequence boxes 908 and 918 are shown
and described. Each box 908, 918 shows different ex-
amples of message sequences scenarios and the result-
ing affect on the station’s presence. The boxes 908, 918
and their exemplary scenarios are not meant to be read
as occurring in any particular order; and each of the sce-
narios in boxes 908, 918 can occur without regard to any
of the other scenarios.
[0040] In a first box 908 the station 902 is an authen-
ticated station. The station 902 first attempts 910 to ac-
cess the session entity 906 through the AP 904. The AP
contains a stateful firewall 907 that maintains session
information and presence information for sessions en-
gaged by the station 902. Accordingly, the firewall 907
initiates 912 session information. The station 902 and
session entity 906 commence 914 a session. In such a
session, it is not uncommon for both the station 902 and
session entity 906 to become idle at the same time,
meaning that they do not send traffic for a period of time.
Ordinarily the firewall 907 would flush the session infor-
mation after an idle period on the assumption that the
station 902 has gone offline. In some embodiments, how-
ever, the AP’s presence function is used to inform the
firewall 907 that the station 902 is still present 916, which
the firewall 907 will respond to by maintaining the session
information as long as the station 902 is present. The
AP’s presence function uses only WLAN layer messag-
ing which requires no higher application layer processing
by the station 902, such as, for example, transmitting a
null frame, as shown in box 509 of FIG. 5.
[0041] In another box 918, the station 902 attempts to
access the session entity 906 through the AP 904 as a
guest. The station 902 first requests access 920. The AP
904 determines 922 that the station 902 is a guest. The
AP 904 then invokes 924 a guest registration or guest
login 926. The guest login can be, for example, a website
used to verify 928 the station’s credentials and informs
930 the AP 904 that the station 902 can commence op-
eration. The firewall 907 then sets up session information
for the station 902, and the station 902 can thereafter
commence 932 a session with the session entity 906.
The AP’s presence function is then used to maintain the
station’s presence with the firewall 907 so that even if
the session becomes idle, so long as the station 902
maintains presence the station 902 will not have to go
through the guest login procedure 926.
[0042] In the foregoing specification, specific embodi-
ments have been described. However, one of ordinary
skill in the art appreciates that various modifications and

changes can be made without departing from the scope
of the invention as set forth in the claims below. Accord-
ingly, the specification and figures are to be regarded in
an illustrative rather than a restrictive sense, and all such
modifications are intended to be included within the
scope of present teachings.
[0043] The benefits, advantages, solutions to prob-
lems, and any element(s) that can cause any benefit,
advantage, or solution to occur or become more pro-
nounced are not to be construed as a critical, required,
or essential features or elements of any or all the claims.
The invention is defined solely by the appended claims.
[0044] Moreover in this document, relational terms
such as first and second, top and bottom, and the like
can be used solely to distinguish one entity or action from
another entity or action without necessarily requiring or
implying any actual such relationship or order between
such entities or actions. The terms "comprises," "com-
prising," "has", "having," "includes", "including," "con-
tains", "containing" or any other variation thereof, are in-
tended to cover a non-exclusive inclusion, such that a
process, method, article, or apparatus that comprises,
has, includes, contains a list of elements does not include
only those elements but can include other elements not
expressly listed or inherent to such process, method, ar-
ticle, or apparatus. An element proceeded by
"comprises ...a", "has ...a", "includes ...a", "contains ...a"
does not, without more constraints, preclude the exist-
ence of additional identical elements in the process,
method, article, or apparatus that comprises, has, in-
cludes, contains the element. The terms "a" and "an" are
defined as one or more unless explicitly stated otherwise
herein. The terms "substantially", "essentially", "approx-
imately", "about" or any other version thereof, are defined
as being close to as understood by one of ordinary skill
in the art, and in one non-limiting embodiment the term
is defined to be within 10%, in another embodiment within
5%, in another embodiment within 1% and in another
embodiment within 0.5%. The term "coupled" as used
herein is defined as connected, although not necessarily
directly and not necessarily mechanically. A device or
structure that is "configured" in a certain way is configured
in at least that way, but can also be configured in ways
that are not listed.
[0045] It will be appreciated that some embodiments
can be comprised of one or more generic or specialized
processors (or "processing devices") such as microproc-
essors, digital signal processors, customized processors
and field programmable gate arrays (FPGAs) and unique
stored program instructions (including both software and
firmware) that control the one or more processors to im-
plement, in conjunction with certain non-processor cir-
cuits, some, most, or all of the functions of the method
and/or apparatus described herein. Alternatively, some
or all functions could be implemented by a state machine
that has no stored program instructions, or in one or more
application specific integrated circuits (ASICs), in which
each function or some combinations of certain of the func-
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tions are implemented as custom logic. Of course, a com-
bination of the two approaches could be used.
[0046] Moreover, an embodiment can be implemented
as a computer-readable storage medium having compu-
ter readable code stored thereon for programming a com-
puter (e.g., comprising a processor) to perform a method
as described and claimed herein. Examples of such com-
puter-readable storage mediums include, but are not lim-
ited to, a hard disk, a CD-ROM, an optical storage device,
a magnetic storage device, a ROM (Read Only Memory),
a PROM (Programmable Read Only Memory), an
EPROM (Erasable Programmable Read Only Memory),
an EEPROM (Electrically Erasable Programmable Read
Only Memory) and a Flash memory. Further, it is expect-
ed that one of ordinary skill, notwithstanding possibly sig-
nificant effort and many design choices motivated by, for
example, available time, current technology, and eco-
nomic considerations, when guided by the concepts and
principles disclosed herein will be readily capable of gen-
erating such software instructions and programs and ICs
with minimal experimentation.
[0047] The Abstract of the Disclosure is provided to
allow the reader to quickly ascertain the nature of the
technical disclosure. It is submitted with the understand-
ing that it will not be used to interpret or limit the scope
or meaning of the claims. In addition, in the foregoing
Detailed Description, it can be seen that various features
are grouped together in various embodiments for the pur-
pose of streamlining the disclosure. This method of dis-
closure is not to be interpreted as reflecting an intention
that the claimed embodiments require more features than
are expressly recited in each claim. Rather, as the fol-
lowing claims reflect, inventive subject matter lies in less
than all features of a single disclosed embodiment. Thus
the following claims are hereby incorporated into the De-
tailed Description, with each claim standing on its own
as a separately claimed subject matter.

Claims

1. A method (400) comprising:

associating (402) a station (300) with an access
point (200) of a wireless local area network;
maintaining, at the access point (200) of the
wireless local area network, a presence state of
the station (300) associated with the access
point (200), wherein the presence state is sep-
arate from an association state of the station
(300) with the access point (200);
indicating to a presence server (112) by the ac-
cess point (200) the presence state of the station
(300); characterized by:

starting (404) a first timer upon a determi-
nation that the station (300) is associated
and "present" and maintaining the presence

state of the station (300) as "present" during
the operation of the first timer;
if any transmission is received by the access
point (200) from the station (300) during the
operation of the first timer (406), repeating
the starting step (404); otherwise
attempting (410, 412) to provoke a re-
sponse from the station (300) by the access
point (200) upon expiry of the first timer,
starting (410, 412) a second timer and
if any response is received by the access
point (200) from the station (300) during the
operation of the second timer (414), main-
taining the presence state as "present", and
returning to the starting step; otherwise
changing (416), at the access point (200)
upon expiry of the second timer, the sta-
tion’s presence state to "not present" and
indicating, to the presence server (112) by
the access point (200), the change of the
station’s presence state to "not present"

2. The method (400) of claim 1, wherein when the sta-
tion (300) is not operating in a powersave mode
(408), attempting includes transmitting (410) infor-
mation to the station (300) from the access point
(200).

3. The method (400) of claim 1 or claim 2, wherein when
the station (300) is presently operating in a power-
save mode (408), attempting includes broadcasting
(412), in a beacon from the access point (200), an
indication that the access point (200) has information
queued at the access point (200) that is destined for
the station (300).

4. The method (400) of any previous claim, wherein the
station’s presence state is at least one of the group
of "present," "not present," "idle," "online," "offline,"
and "busy," while the station (300) remains associ-
ated with the access point (200).

5. The method (400) of claim 2, wherein the response
from the station (300) during operation of the second
timer comprises receiving an ACK in response to
transmitting information to the station (300).

6. The method (400) of any previous claim, further com-
prising:

maintaining a listing of presence states of sta-
tions at the presence server (112); and
listing presence states of other stations on the
station (300).

7. The method (400) of claim 3, wherein the response
from the station (300) during operation of the second
timer comprises receiving a polling frame for the
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queued information from the station (300) at the ac-
cess point (200).

8. An access point (200) of a wireless local area net-
work, comprising:

a controller (202);
a transceiver (206) operably coupled to the con-
troller (202), the controller (202) and transceiver
(206) operable to associate a station (300) with
the access point (200);
a presence state register (212) operably cou-
pled to the controller (202), and in which a pres-
ence state of the station (300) associated with
the access point (200) is maintained; and
the controller (202) further operable to:

maintain, in the presence state register
(212), the presence state of the station
(300), wherein the presence state is sepa-
rate from an association state of the station
(300);
indicate to a presence server (112) the pres-
ence state of the station (300); character-
ized in that it is further operable to start a
first timer (503) upon a determination that
the station (300) is associated and "present"
and maintain the presence state of the sta-
tion (300) as "present" during the operation
of the first timer (503);
if any transmission (512) is received by the
transceiver (206) from the station (300) dur-
ing the operation of the first timer (503), re-
peat the start step; otherwise attempt (514)
to provoke a response from the station (300)
upon expiry of the first timer (503),
start a second timer (505) and
if any response (516) is received by the
transceiver (206) from the station (300) dur-
ing the operation of the second timer (505),
maintain the presence state as "present",
and return to the start step; otherwise
change, upon expiry of the second timer
(505), the station’s presence state to "not
present", and
indicate, to the presence server (112), the
change of the station’s presence state to
"not present"

9. The access point (200) of claim 8, wherein, upon
determining the change of the station’s presence
state to "not present", the controller (302) is further
operable to:

start a third timer (603);
attempt (606, 608, 614) to provoke a response
from the station (300) upon expiry of the third
timer (603);

start the second timer (505);
if any response (616) is received by the trans-
ceiver from the station (300) during the operation
of the second timer (505), change the presence
state (618) from "not present" to "present" and
indicate, to the presence server (112), the
change of the station’s presence state to
"present"; otherwise
upon expiry of the second timer (505), maintain
the station’s presence state as "not present."

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren (400), das umfasst:

Verknüpfen (402) einer Station (300) mit einem
Zugriffspunkt (200) eines drahtlosen lokalen
Netzwerkes;
Aufrechterhalten, bei dem Zugriffspunkt (200)
des drahtlosen lokalen Netzwerkes, eines Prä-
sens-Status der Station (300), die mit dem Zu-
griffspunkt (200) verknüpft ist, wobei der Prä-
sens-Status von einem Verknüpfungs-Status
der Station (300) mit dem Zugriffspunkt (200)
getrennt ist;
Anzeigen, einem Präsens-Server (112), des
Präsens-Status der Station (300) durch den Zu-
griffspunkt (200); gekennzeichnet durch:

Starten (404) eines ersten Timers nach ei-
ner Bestimmung, dass die Station (300) ver-
knüpft und "präsent" ist, und Aufrechterhal-
ten des Präsens-Status der Station (300)
als "präsent" während des Betriebs des ers-
ten Timers;
wenn eine Übertragung, durch den Zu-
griffspunkt (200), von der Station (300) wäh-
rend des Betriebs des ersten Timers (406)
empfangen wird, Wiederholen des Start-
schrittes (404); andernfalls:

Versuchen (410, 412), von der Station
(300) durch den Zugriffspunkt (200)
nach einem Ablauf des ersten Timers
eine Antwort zu veranlassen,
Starten (410, 412) eines zweiten Ti-
mers und
wenn während des Betriebs des zwei-
ten Timers (414) irgendeine Antwort
von der Station (300) durch den Zu-
griffspunkt (200) empfangen wird, Auf-
rechterhalten des Präsens-Status als
"präsent" und Rückkehren zu dem
Startschritt; andernfalls
Ändern (416), bei dem Zugriffspunkt
(200) nach einem Ablauf des zweiten
Timers, des Präsens-Status der Stati-

17 18 



EP 2 520 071 B1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

on in "nicht präsent" und
Anzeigen, dem Präsenz-Server (112),
der Änderung des Präsens-Status der
Station in "nicht präsent" durch den Zu-
griffspunkt (200).

2. Verfahren (400) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei, wenn
die Station (300) nicht in einer Energiesparbetriebs-
art (408) arbeitet, ein Versuchen umfasst: Übertra-
gen (410) von Informationen an die Station (300) von
dem Zugriffspunkt (200).

3. Verfahren (400) gemäß Anspruch 1 oder Anspruch
2, wobei, wenn die Station (300) derzeit in einer En-
ergiesparbetriebsart (408) arbeitet, ein Versuchen
umfasst:

Übertragen (412), in einer Bake, von dem Zu-
griffspunkt (200), einer Anzeige, dass der Zu-
griffspunkt (200) über bei dem Zugriffspunkt
(200) in Warteschlange angeordnete Informati-
onen verfügt, die für die Station (300) bestimmt
sind.

4. Verfahren (400) gemäß einem der vorangehenden
Ansprüche, wobei der Präsens-Status der Station
"präsent", "nicht präsent", "Leerlauf", "online", "off-
line" und/oder "beschäftigt" ist, während die Station
(300) mit dem Zugriffspunkt (200) verknüpft bleibt.

5. Verfahren (400) gemäß Anspruch 2, wobei die Ant-
wort von der Station (300) während eines Betriebs
des zweiten Timers umfasst:

Empfangen einer ACK in Reaktion auf ein Über-
tragen von Informationen an die Station (300).

6. Verfahren (400) gemäß einem der vorangehenden
Ansprüche, das weiterhin umfasst:

Aufrechterhalten einer Liste von Präsens-Sta-
tus von Stationen bei dem Präsens-Server
(112); und
Auflisten von Präsens-Status von anderen Sta-
tionen auf der Station (300).

7. Verfahren (400) gemäß Anspruch 3, wobei die Ant-
wort von der Station (300) während eines Betriebs
des zweiten Timers umfasst:

Empfangen eines Aufrufrahmens für die in War-
teschlange angeordneten Informationen von
der Station (300) bei dem Zugriffspunkt (200).

8. Zugriffspunkt (200) eines drahtlosen lokalen Netz-
werkes, der umfasst:

einen Controller (202);

einen Transceiver (206), der betriebsbereit an
den Controller (202) gekoppelt ist, wobei der
Controller (202) und der Transceiver (206) be-
treibbar sind, um eine Station (300) mit dem Zu-
griffspunkt (200) zu verknüpfen;
ein Präsens-Status-Register (212), das be-
triebsbereit an den Controller (202) gekoppelt
ist, und in dem ein Präsens-Status der Station
(300), die mit dem Zugriffspunkt (200) verknüpft
ist, aufrechterhalten wird; und
der Controller (202) weiterhin betreibbar ist, um
in dem Präsens-Status-Register (212) den Prä-
sens-Status der Station (300) aufrechtzuerhal-
ten, wobei der Präsens-Status von einem Ver-
knüpfungs-Status der Station (300) getrennt ist;
einem Präsens-Server (112) den Präsens-Sta-
tus der Station (300) anzuzeigen; dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, dass er weiterhin betreibbar ist,
um, nach einer Bestimmung, dass die Station
(300) verknüpft und "präsent" ist, einen ersten
Timer (503) zu starten und den Präsens-Status
der Station (300) als "präsent" während des Be-
triebs des ersten Timers (503) aufrechtzuerhal-
ten;
wenn irgendeine Übertragung (512) von der
Station (300) während des Betriebs des ersten
Timers (503) durch den Transceiver (206) emp-
fangen wird, den Start-Schritt zu wiederholen;
andernfalls zu versuchen (514), eine Antwort
von der Station (300) nach einem Ablauf des
ersten Timers (503) zu veranlassen, einen zwei-
ten Timer (505) zu starten und
wenn während des Betriebs des zweiten Timers
(505) irgendeine Antwort (516) von der Station
(300) durch den Transceiver (206) empfangen
wird, den Präsens-Status als "präsent" aufrecht-
zuerhalten, und zu dem Start-Schritt zurückzu-
kehren; andernfalls
nach einem Ablauf des zweiten Timers (505)
den Präsens-Status der Station in "nicht prä-
sent" zu ändern, und
dem Präsens-Server (112) die Änderung des
Präsens-Status der Station in "nicht präsent" an-
zuzeigen.

9. Zugriffspunkt (200) gemäß Anspruch 8, wobei, nach
einem Bestimmen der Änderung des Präsens-Sta-
tus der Station in "nicht präsent", der Controller (302)
weiterhin betreibbar ist, um:

einen dritten Timer (603) zu starten;
zu versuchen (606, 608, 614), eine Antwort von
der Station (300) nach einem Ablauf des dritten
Timers (603) zu veranlassen;
einen zweiten Timer (505) zu starten;
wenn während des Betriebs des zweiten Timers
(505) irgendeine Antwort (616) von der Station
(300) durch den Transceiver empfangen wird,
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den Präsens-Status (618) von "nicht präsent" in
"präsent" zu ändern und dem Präsens-Server
(112) die Änderung des Präsens-Status der Sta-
tion in "präsent" anzuzeigen; andernfalls nach
einem Ablauf des zweiten Timers (505) den Prä-
sens-Status der Station als "nicht präsent" auf-
rechtzuerhalten.

Revendications

1. Procédé (400) comprenant :

l’association (402) d’une station (300) à un point
d’accès (200) d’un réseau local sans fil ;
la tenue, au niveau du point d’accès (200) du
réseau local sans fil, d’un état de présence de
la station (300) associée au point d’accès (200),
où l’état de présence est distinct d’un état d’as-
sociation de la station (300) au point d’accès
(200) ;
l’indication à un serveur de présence (112) par
le point d’accès (200) de l’état de présence de
la station (300) ;
caractérisé par :

le démarrage (404) d’un premier chronomè-
tre lors d’une détermination du fait que la
station (300) est associée et "présente" et
la tenue de l’état de présence de la station
(300) en tant que "présente" pendant le
fonctionnement du premier chronomètre ;
si une quelconque transmission est reçue
par le point d’accès (200) en provenance
de la station (300) pendant le fonctionne-
ment du premier chronomètre (406), répé-
tition de l’étape de démarrage (404) ; sinon
tentative (410, 412), par le point d’accès
(200), de provoquer une réponse de la part
de la station (300) à l’expiration du premier
chronomètre,
démarrage (410, 412) d’un deuxième chro-
nomètre et
si une quelconque réponse est reçue par le
point d’accès (200) en provenance de la sta-
tion (300) pendant le fonctionnement du
deuxième chronomètre (414), tenue de
l’état de présence en tant que "présente",
et retour à l’étape de démarrage ; sinon
changement (416), au niveau du point d’ac-
cès (200) à l’expiration du deuxième chro-
nomètre, de l’état de présence de la station
en "non présente" et
indication, au serveur de présence (112)
par le point d’accès (200), du changement
de l’état de présence de la station en "non
présente".

2. Procédé (400) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel,
lorsque la station (300) ne fonctionne pas en mode
économie d’énergie (408), l’étape de tentative com-
prend la transmission (410) d’informations à la sta-
tion (300) par le point d’accès (200).

3. Procédé (400) selon la revendication 1 ou la reven-
dication 2, dans lequel, lorsque la station (300) est
en cours de fonctionnement en mode économie
d’énergie (408), l’étape de tentative comprend la dif-
fusion (412), dans un signal balise émis par le point
d’accès (200), d’une indication du fait que le point
d’accès (200) a des informations, en file d’attente au
niveau du point d’accès (200), qui sont destinées à
la station (300).

4. Procédé (400) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations précédentes, dans lequel l’état de présence
de la station est au moins l’un du groupe "présente",
"non présente", "en veille", "en ligne", "hors ligne" et
"occupée", tandis que la station (300) reste associée
au point d’accès (200).

5. Procédé (400) selon la revendication 2, dans lequel
la réponse émanant de la station (300) pendant le
fonctionnement du deuxième chronomètre com-
prend la réception d’un ACK en réponse à la trans-
mission d’informations à la station (300).

6. Procédé (400) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations précédentes, comprenant en outre :

la tenue d’une liste d’états de présence de sta-
tions au sein du serveur de présence (112) ; et
l’établissement d’une liste d’états de présence
d’autres stations sur la station (300).

7. Procédé (400) selon la revendication 3, dans lequel
la réponse émanant de la station (300) pendant le
fonctionnement du deuxième chronomètre com-
prend la réception, au niveau du point d’accès (200),
d’une trame d’invitation à émettre les informations
mises en file d’attente, en provenance de la station
(300).

8. Point d’accès (200) d’un réseau local sans fil,
comprenant :

un contrôleur (202) ;
un émetteur-récepteur (206) couplé de manière
fonctionnelle au contrôleur (202), le contrôleur
(202) et l’émetteur-récepteur (206) étant aptes
à associer une station (300) au point d’accès
(200) ;
un registre d’états de présence (212) couplé de
manière fonctionnelle au contrôleur (202), et
dans lequel est tenu un état de présence de la
station (200) associée au point d’accès (200) ; et
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le contrôleur (202) étant en outre apte à :

tenir, dans le registre d’états de présence
(212), l’état de présence de la station (200),
où l’état de présence est distinct d’un état
d’association de la station (300) ;
indiquer à un serveur de présence (112) de
l’état de présence de la station (300) ;
caractérisé en ce qu’il est en outre apte à :

démarrer un premier chronomètre
(503) lors d’une détermination du fait
que la station (300) est associée et
"présente" et tenir l’état de présence de
la station (300) en tant que "présente"
pendant le fonctionnement du premier
chronomètre (503) ;
si une quelconque transmission (512)
est reçue par l’émetteur-récepteur
(206) en provenance de la station (300)
pendant le fonctionnement du premier
chronomètre (503), répéter l’étape de
démarrage ; sinon
tenter (514) de provoquer une réponse
de la part de la station (300) à l’expira-
tion du premier chronomètre (503),
démarrer un deuxième chronomètre
(505) et
si une quelconque réponse (516) est
reçue par l’émetteur-récepteur (206)
en provenance de la station (300) pen-
dant le fonctionnement du deuxième
chronomètre (505), tenir l’état de pré-
sence en tant que "présente", et retour-
ner à l’étape de démarrage ; sinon
changer, à l’expiration du deuxième
chronomètre (505), l’état de présence
de la station en "non présente", et
indiquer, au serveur de présence (112),
le changement de l’état de présence de
la station en "non présente".

9. Point d’accès (200) selon la revendication 8, dans
lequel, lors de la détermination du changement de
l’état de présence de la station en "non présente",
le contrôleur (302) est en outre apte à :

démarrer un troisième chronomètre (603) ;
tenter (606, 608, 614) de provoquer une réponse
de la part de la station (300) à l’expiration du
troisième chronomètre (603) ;
démarrer le deuxième chronomètre (505) ;
si une quelconque réponse (616) est reçue par
l’émetteur-récepteur en provenance de la sta-
tion (300) pendant le fonctionnement du deuxiè-
me chronomètre (505), changer l’état de pré-
sence (618) de "non présente" en "présente" et
indiquer, au serveur de présence (112), le chan-

gement de l’état de présence de la station en
"présente" ; sinon
à l’expiration du deuxième chronomètre (505),
tenir l’état de présence de la station à "non pré-
sente".
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