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(57) A modulator (21) modulates a voltage signal cor-
responding to inputted transmission data, and outputs
the signal as a voltage signal between a communication
wire (3) and a shared wire (4). A demodulator (22) de-
modulates a voltage signal based on the potential differ-
ence between the communication wire (3) and the shared
wire (4), and outputs the signal as a demodulated signal.
A connector (24) connects the communication wire (3)
and the shared wire (4) to the modulator (21) and the
demodulator (22) by means of a high voltage capacitor
that withstands voltages up to a predetermined level. A
controller (25) receives, as incoming data, serial data cor-
responding to a voltage signal demodulated in demodu-
lator (22) if the serial data includes an address of its own
apparatus, monitors a demodulated signal outputted
from the demodulator (22), and outputs transmission da-
ta that includes a destination address to the modulator
(21) if the controller (25) determines that no signal is be-
ing transmitted in the communication wire (3).



EP 2 679 925 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

Technical Field

[0001] This invention relates to air conditioning appa-
ratuses, such as an outdoor unit and an indoor unit, that
are able to communicate with each other, and an air con-
ditioning system that includes an outdoor unit and at least
one indoor unit.

Background Art

[0002] A multi-type air conditioner (an air conditioning
system) is disclosed in which one three-wire cable, that
is a triplex cable, connects an outdoor unit to each of a
plurality of indoor units (see, for example, Patent Litera-
ture 1). The triplex cable includes a power wire, a com-
munication wire and a shared wire for power and com-
munication (also collectively called indoor and outdoor
wires). The outdoor unit and each of the indoor units
transmit and receive a voltage signal based on the po-
tential difference between the communication wire and
the shared wire of the triplex cable to communicate with
each other, and they receive AC power via the power
wire and the shared wire to perform air conditioning.
[0003] This use of the triplex cable simplifies and
avoids laying a dedicated communication wire separate-
ly.
[0004] In such a system using the triplex cable, a meas-
ure to prevent miswiring of the cable is essential. In the
air conditioning system disclosed in the above Patent
Literature 1, a communication circuit in the outdoor unit
and each of the indoor units includes a high-voltage photo
coupler. With the photo coupler, the communication cir-
cuit can be produced at low cost.
[0005] FIG. 10 illustrates a schematic configuration of
a conventional air conditioning system 101 that uses a
triplex cable. As illustrated in FIG. 10, a power wire 2 and
a shared wire for power and communication (a shared
wire) 4, which are  connected to an alternating-current
power source (AC power source) 1, and a communication
wire 3 are integrated into one triplex cable 5.
[0006] To this triplex cable 5 are connected, in parallel,
an outdoor unit 30 and a plurality of indoor units 31.
[0007] To one of the indoor units 31 is connected a
remote controller 32 via a remote control wire 13, which
is a duplex cable. The remote control 32 is directly con-
nected to only one of the indoor units for simplifying laying
work. The remote controller 32 communicates with the
indoor unit 31 via the duplex remote controller wire 13.
The remote controller 32 may have a built-in DC power
source for operation or may receive DC power from the
indoor unit 31.
[0008] Due to configurational restriction of the commu-
nication circuit such as use of a high-voltage photo cou-
pler, communication between the outdoor unit 30 and
each of the indoor units 31 is performed, for example,
according to the procedure illustrated in FIG. 11A. As

illustrated in FIG. 11A, in this communication procedure,
the communication master is the outdoor unit 30, and the
indoor units 31 are slaves. As a modulation system (serial
transmission system) of data to be transmitted, various
systems are used, such as a baseband system, for ex-
ample, an AMI (Alternate Mark Inversion) code, an NRZ
(Non Return to Zero) code and a Manchester code.
[0009] More specifically, communication is always per-
formed in the form of a response of the indoor unit 31 to
a request from the outdoor unit 30, that is, in the form of
polling from the outdoor unit 30. The outdoor unit 30 per-
forms polling for each of the indoor units 31 in a prede-
termined order. This polling is repeated.
[0010] If the indoor units 31 communicate with each
other, the outdoor unit 30 relays the communication. An
indoor unit 31 transmits transmission data for another
indoor unit 31 to the outdoor unit 30 in the form of a re-
sponse to a request from the outdoor unit 30. The outdoor
unit 30 transmits a request to the other indoor unit 31 that
is the destination, the request including the transmission
data included in the response.
[0011] FIG. 11B illustrates a path of data to be trans-
mitted from the remote controller 32 to an indoor unit 31
that is not directly connected to the remote controller 32.
As illustrated in FIG. 11B, data transmitted from the re-
mote controller 32 reaches a destination indoor unit 31
via an indoor unit 31 directly connected to the remote
controller 32 and the outdoor unit 30.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0012] Patent Literature 1: Japanese Patent No.
2948502

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0013] In this way, in a conventional air conditioning
system, communication between an outdoor unit and an
indoor unit is performed by polling from the outdoor unit.
Therefore, an indoor unit cannot transmit data to the out-
door unit before the indoor unit has a polling turn. Thus,
it is difficult for an indoor unit to quickly notify the outdoor
unit of, for example, a failure of the indoor unit, depending
on timing.
[0014] Communication between indoor units and com-
munication between a remote controller and an indoor
unit are always performed via the outdoor unit, which at
least doubles the communication volume and increases
communication traffic, thereby increasing time until com-
pletion of communication.
[0015] In a conventional air conditioning system, such
a background makes it difficult to realize cooperative con-
trol of a plurality of indoor units.
[0016] In addition, in the conventional air conditioning

1 2 



EP 2 679 925 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

system, if a remote controller is used to operate an indoor
unit that is not directly connected to the remote controller,
the path for operation command data to be transmitted
from the remote controller to the indoor unit is long, which
takes time until the operation command has reached the
indoor unit. Therefore, there is an inconvenience of a
slow response speed of the system. For example, the
indoor unit starts its operation in a few seconds after
pressing a power button.
[0017] The present invention was made in view of the
above circumstance, and has an objective to provide an
air conditioning apparatus and an air conditioning system
that still use one triplex cable to perform supply of AC
power and data communication and also permit rapid
communication between air conditioning apparatuses.

Solution to Problem

[0018] In order to achieve the above objective, an air
conditioning apparatus according to the present inven-
tion is connected to a triplex cable that includes a power
wire, a communication wire and a shared wire for power
and communication, and includes a modulator, a demod-
ulator, a connector and a controller. The modulator mod-
ulates a voltage signal corresponding to inputted trans-
mission data and outputs the signal as a voltage signal
between the communication wire and the shared wire for
power and communication. The demodulator demodu-
lates a voltage signal based on the potential difference
between the communication wire and the shared wire for
power and communication and outputs the signal as a
demodulated signal. The connector comprises a high-
voltage capacitor and connects the communication wire
and the shared wire for power and communication to the
modulator and the demodulator via the high-voltage ca-
pacitor that withstands voltages up to a predetermined
level. The controller receives, as incoming data, serial
data corresponding to a voltage signal demodulated in
the demodulator if the serial data includes an address of
the air conditioning apparatus, monitors a demodulated
signal outputted from the demodulator; and outputs the
transmission data that includes a destination address to
the modulator if the controller determines that no signal
is being transmitted through the communication wire.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0019] In the present invention, the connector con-
nects the modulator and demodulator to the communi-
cation wire and shared wire for power and communica-
tion  via a high-voltage capacitor. This prevents the failure
of the apparatus due to miswiring of the triplex cable.
[0020] Further, the controller monitors a signal demod-
ulated in the demodulator, transmits transmission data
that includes a destination address via the communica-
tion wire or the like while a signal is not being transmitted
through the communication wire, and receives incoming
data corresponding a signal transmitted through the com-

munication wire if the incoming data includes the address
of an apparatus to which the controller belongs. This per-
mits one-on-one communication between air condition-
ing apparatuses without a relay unit. As a result, in a
connection configuration in which supply of AC power
and data communication are performed with the use of
one triplex cable, fast communication can be performed.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0021]

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a schematic
configuration of an air conditioning system according
to Embodiment 1 of the present invention;
FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a detailed con-
figuration of the air conditioning apparatus in FIG. 1;
FIG. 3A is transmission data before modulation; FIG.
3B is a modulated signal; FIG. 3C is incoming data
after demodulation;
FIGS. 4A and 4B are circuit diagrams of a connector
in FIG. 2;
FIG. 5 is a diagram for explaining communication
operation of the air conditioning system in FIG. 1;
FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating a schematic
configuration of an air conditioning system according
to Embodiment 2 of the present invention;
FIGS. 7A and 7B are circuit diagrams of a remote
controller wire connector in FIG. 6;
FIG. 8 is a block diagram illustrating a schematic
configuration of a remote controller;
FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating a schematic
configuration of an air conditioning system according
to Embodiment 3 of the present invention;
FIG. 10 is a block diagram illustrating a schematic
configuration of a conventional air conditioning sys-
tem;
FIG. 11A is a diagram illustrating communication
procedure of a conventional air conditioning system;
and FIG. 11B is a diagram for explaining a path of
data transmitted from a remote controller.

Description of Embodiments

[0022] Embodiments of the present invention will be
described in detail with reference to drawings.

Embodiment 1

[0023] Embodiment 1 of the present invention will be
described.
[0024] FIG. 1 illustrates a schematic configuration of
an air conditioning system 100 in the present embodi-
ment. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the air conditioning system
100 includes an AC power source 1, a triplex cable 5, an
air conditioning apparatus (outdoor unit) 10, air condi-
tioning apparatuses (indoor units) 11 and a remote con-
troller 12.
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[0025] The triplex cable 5 includes a power wire 2, a
communication wire 3 and a shared wire 4. The power
wire 2 and shared wire 4 are connected to the AC power
source 1. The AC power source 1 is, for example, a com-
mercial power source of 200 V.
[0026] The air conditioning apparatus (outdoor unit) 10
and air conditioning apparatuses (indoor units) 11 are
connected to the power wire 2, communication wire 3
and shared wire 4 that are included in the triplex cable
5. This use of the triplex cable 5 simplifies laying work of
the cable in installation.
[0027] A plurality of air conditioning apparatuses (in-
door units) 11 are connected to the triplex cable 5. The
remote controller 12 is connected via a duplex remote
controller wire 13 to any one of the air conditioning ap-
paratuses (indoor units) 11.
[0028] FIG. 2 illustrates an internal configuration of the
air conditioning apparatus (outdoor unit) 10. As illustrated
in FIG. 2, the air conditioning apparatus (outdoor unit) 10
includes an air conditioner 20, a modulator 21, a demod-
ulator 22, a filter 23, a connector 24 and a controller 25.
[0029] The air conditioner 20 is connected to the power
wire 2 and shared wire 4. To the air conditioner 20 power
is supplied from the AC power source 1 via the power
wire 2 and shared wire 4. The air conditioner 20 is oper-
ated by the supplied power to perform air conditioning
such as refrigerant circulation under control of the con-
troller 25.
[0030] The modulator 21 modulates a voltage signal
corresponding to serial transmission data inputted from
the controller 25 in a modulated-carrier system to gen-
erate a modulated signal. The modulator 21 outputs the
generated modulated signal as a voltage signal between
the communication wire 3 and the shared wire 4 via the
connector 24.
[0031] The demodulator 22 demodulates a voltage sig-
nal based on the potential difference between the com-
munication wire 3 and the shared wire 4 in a modulated-
carrier system to generate a demodulated signal. The
demodulator 22 outputs the generated demodulated sig-
nal to the controller 25.
[0032] The filter 23 is a high-pass filter that allows only
components in a frequency band near a carrier pass
through and blocks low-pass power line harmonics
and/or the like, of components of the voltage signal that
is based on the potential difference between the commu-
nication wire 3 and the shared wire 4 and is inputted via
the connector 24. Alternatively, the filter 23 may be a
band-pass filter.
[0033] FIG. 3A illustrates transmission data before de-
modulation that is outputted from the controller 25. As
illustrated in FIG. 3A, the transmission data is serial bit
string data that indicates a value 0 or 1. The modulator
21 modulates a voltage signal corresponding to such
transmission data, for example.
[0034] FIG. 3B illustrates a modulated signal generat-
ed in such a way that the  modulator 21 modulates a
voltage signal corresponding to the transmission data in

FIG. 3A. As illustrated in FIG. 3B, the modulator 21 mod-
ulates the signal in ASK (Amplitude-Shift Keying) system.
[0035] However, modulation is not limited to the ASK
system, for FSK (Frequency Shift Keying) modulation
system or PSK (Phase-Shift Keying) modulation system
may be employed. Employment of the ASK system sim-
plifies the circuit configuration of the modulator 21, re-
ducing the cost of the modulator. Meanwhile, employ-
ment of the PSK system improves noise resistance. Var-
ious digital modulation systems can be also employed.
[0036] As illustrated in FIG. 3B, a modulated signal that
is transmitted through the communication wire 3 is not a
signal, such as a baseband signal (square wave), that
contains extremely-high-frequency components but a
signal with a relatively low frequency band.
[0037] FIG. 3C illustrates incoming data generated in
such a way that the modulated signal in FIG. 3B is de-
modulated in the demodulator 22. As illustrated in FIG.
3C, by demodulation by the demodulator 22, as incoming
data, transmission data (serial bit string data) is restored
before modulation in FIG. 3A.
[0038] In the air conditioning system 100 according to
the present embodiment, as described above, power
supply to the air conditioning apparatus (outdoor unit) 10
and each of the air conditioning apparatuses (indoor
units) 11 as well as communication between the appa-
ratuses are performed with the use of the triplex cable 5.
The triplex cable 5 has a cable characteristic of a large
line capacity. Therefore, both of the power wire 2 and the
communication wire 3 easily generate noise (power line
harmonics and harmonics of a communication signal).
[0039] If a baseband system is employed as a modu-
lation system for the communication signal in the triplex
cable 5, the communication signal itself has a lot of har-
monics. As a result, noise emitted from the communica-
tion wire 3 is superimposed  on AC voltage that flows
through the power wire 2. Therefore, if the baseband sys-
tem is employed as the modulation system, it is difficult
to achieve a higher communication speed.
[0040] Meanwhile, in the present embodiment, a mod-
ulated-carrier system is employed as a modulation sys-
tem. Employment of the modulated-carrier system low-
ers frequency components included in the communica-
tion signal that is transmitted through the communication
wire 3, thereby reducing noise components that enter
into the power wire 2.
[0041] Since harmonics of a communication signal are
less superimposed on the power wire 2 in this way, design
of circuits of the air conditioning apparatus (outdoor unit)
10 and air conditioning apparatus (indoor unit) 11 is eas-
ier, and communication is performed in a higher commu-
nication speed.
[0042] Moreover, in the present embodiment, the mod-
ulator 21 modulates a voltage signal and demodulator
22 demodulates a voltage signal with a higher frequency
than that of harmonics of AC voltage of the AC power
source 1 that is supplied via the power wire 2 and shared
wire 4. This enables the filter 23 and connector 24 to
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remove noise components due to harmonic components
of AC voltage, thereby achieving a high-quality demod-
ulation.
[0043] Returning to FIG. 2, the connector 24 is con-
nected to the communication wire 3 and shared wire 4.
The connector 24 connects the communication wire 3
and shared wire 4 to the modulator 21, filter 23 and de-
modulator 22.
[0044] FIG. 4A illustrates a circuit configuration of the
connector 24. As illustrated in FIG. 4A, the connector 24
includes capacitors 40, 41 and a transformer 42.
[0045] The capacitors 40, 41 are high-voltage capac-
itors that are able to withstand voltages up to 250 V, for
example. The transformer 42 is also a high-voltage trans-
former that is able to withstand voltages up to 250 V, for
example. A voltage of 250 V exceeds the maximum volt-
age of a common commercial AC power source. The
voltage capacity of the capacitors 40, 41 and transformer
42 is not limited to 250 V, but it is sufficient that the ca-
pacitors 40, 41 and transformer 42 be able to receive the
maximum voltage of the AC power source 1.
[0046] The capacitor 40 is disposed between the com-
munication wire 3 and the modulator 21, filter 23 and
demodulator 24. The capacitor 41 is disposed between
the shared wire 4 and a grounding wire (ground). In the
present embodiment, the capacitors 40, 41 make a ca-
pacitor connection.
[0047] Further, between the capacitors 40, 41 and the
modulator 21 and demodulator 22 is disposed the trans-
former 42. One coil of the transformer 42 connects one
end of the capacitor 40 and one end of the capacitor 41.
The other coil of the transformer 42 connects the modu-
lator 21 and demodulator 22 to the grounding wire.
[0048] Since the capacitors 40, 41 and transformer 42
are provided, the connector 24 is able to block AC voltage
that enters through the shared wire 4 from that of the AC
power source 1, and to allow only carrier components
passing through. In addition, even if wires in the triplex
cable 5 are wrongly wired or connected (for example, if
the power wire 2 and communication wire 3 are mixed
up and wrongly wired and connected), a circuit failure of
the air conditioning apparatus (outdoor unit) 10 can be
prevented.
[0049] Alternatively, the connector 24 may have a cir-
cuit configuration as illustrated in FIG. 4B. The circuit in
FIG. 4B is different from the circuit in FIG. 4A in that the
circuit in FIG. 4B does not include the transformer 42.
Such a circuit configuration is also able to produce the
above effects of the connector 24.
[0050] Returning to FIG. 2, the controller 25 includes
a CPU and a memory (both not illustrated). The controller
25 integrally controls the air conditioning apparatus (out-
door unit) 10 by the CPU’s executing a program stored
in the memory. For example, the controller 25 controls
the air conditioner 20. The controller 25 controls commu-
nication of control commands with the controller 25 of
another air conditioning apparatus.
[0051] The controller 25 outputs to the modulator 21 a

voltage signal corresponding to transmission data to be
transmitted. The controller 25 also inputs incoming data
corresponding to a voltage signal outputted from the de-
modulator 22.
[0052] In order to prevent collision of data communi-
cation on the communication wire 4, the controller 25
performs data communication in CSMA (Carrier Sense
Multiple Access) system. The CSMA system is the sys-
tem in which transmission is started after it is determined
that there is no carrier indicating that transmission is be-
ing performed within the communication system (here-
inafter referred to as carrier sense).
[0053] A unique address is assigned to each of the air
conditioning apparatus (outdoor unit) 10 and air condi-
tioning apparatuses (indoor units) 11 in a communication
network composed of the communication wire 3 and
shared wire 4. Transmission data transmitted from the
controller 25 includes a destination address data at a
predetermined position. This enables the controller 25 at
the receiver’s side to refer to address data included in
incoming data after demodulation to determine whether
the received incoming data’s destination is an apparatus
to which the controller 25 belongs. If the destination is
for the apparatus, the controller 25 at the receiver’s side
finally receives the incoming data.
[0054] The controller 25 also monitors a demodulated
signal outputted from the demodulator to determine
whether a signal is being transmitted through the com-
munication wire 3. If no signal has been transmitted for
a predetermined period (for example, several tens of m
seconds), transmission data including a destination ad-
dress is outputted to the modulator 21.
[0055] This employment of the CSMA system reduces
the amount of traffic in communication and shortens re-
sponse time in the whole system.
[0056] The configuration of the air conditioning appa-
ratus (indoor unit) 11 is the same as the circuit configu-
ration of the air conditioning apparatus (outdoor unit) 10
in FIGS. 2 and 3.
[0057] The remote controller 12 is connected to one of
the indoor units 31 via the remote controller wire 13 that
is a duplex cable. The remote controller 12 is directly
connected to only one of the air conditioning apparatuses
(indoor units) 11 for simplifying laying work. The remote
controller 12 communicates with the air conditioning ap-
paratus (indoor unit) 11 via the duplex remote controller
wire 13. The remote controller 12 may have a built-in DC
power source for operation or receive DC power from the
air conditioning apparatus (indoor unit) 11.
[0058] The air conditioning apparatus (outdoor unit) 10
and each of the air conditioning apparatuses (indoor
units) 11 have the above configuration, use power sup-
plied from the power wire 2 or the like to make the air
conditioner 20 perform air conditioning, and have one-
on-one communication with another air conditioning ap-
paratus under control of the controller 25.
[0059] Next, operation of the air conditioning system
100 according to the present embodiment will be de-
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scribed.
[0060] FIG. 5 illustrates communication between air
conditioning apparatuses (indoor units) 11 in the air con-
ditioning system 100. As illustrated in FIG. 5, a controller
25 of an air conditioning apparatus (indoor unit) 11 mon-
itors a demodulated signal from a demodulator 22 for
several tens of m seconds, and if the controller 25 deter-
mines that no signal has been transmitted through a com-
munication wire 3 for the several tens of m seconds, the
controller 25 outputs to a modulator 21 voltage signal
corresponding to transmission data that includes desti-
nation address data.
[0061] The modulator 21 modulates the voltage signal
in a modulated-carrier system (for example, ASK sys-
tem). The modulated signal passes through a transform-
er 42 and capacitors 40, 41 of a connector 24 (the carrier
frequency is sufficiently high), and is outputted to the
communication wire 3 and a shared wire 4. While this
signal is transmitted through the communication wire 3
and shared wire 4, noise (for example, noise that includes
power line harmonics or the like from the power wire 2)
is  superimposed on the signal.
[0062] This signal is transmitted to another air condi-
tioning apparatus (indoor unit) 11. A connector 24 of the
other air conditioning apparatus (indoor unit) 11 outputs
the transmitted signal to a filter 23. At this time, noise of
power line harmonics (for example, noise around 50 Hz)
is blocked by the connector 24, and only carrier compo-
nents pass through the connector 24.
[0063] The filter 23 removes noise components due to
power line harmonics from the inputted signal and out-
puts the resulting signal to a demodulator 22. The de-
modulator 22 demodulates the inputted signal and out-
puts the demodulated signal to a controller 25. Since the
signal inputted to the demodulator 22 is a signal with a
frequency band near a carrier, the demodulator 22 is able
to demodulate a signal with a high quality.
[0064] The controller 25 determines whether serial da-
ta corresponding to the demodulated signal has the ad-
dress of an apparatus to which the controller 25 belongs.
If the demodulated signal has the address, the controller
25 receives the serial data as incoming data. This com-
pletes one-on-one communication between the appara-
tuses without a relay device.
[0065] As has been described in detail, in the present
embodiment, the connector 24 uses the high-voltage ca-
pacitors 40, 41 and transformer 42 to connect the mod-
ulator 21 and demodulator 22 to the communication wire
3 and shared wire 4. This prevents a failure of the appa-
ratus due to miswiring of the triplex cable 5.
[0066] Further, the controller 25 monitors a demodu-
lated signal from the demodulator 22 to prevent collision
of data communication on the communication wire 3, and
while no signal is transmitted through the communication
wire 3, transmission data is transmitted through the com-
munication wire or the like. Further, the controller 25 re-
ceives incoming data if the address included in the in-
coming data corresponding to a signal transmitted

through the communication wire 3 is the address of the
apparatus to  which the controller 25 belongs. This per-
mits one-on-one communication between air condition-
ing apparatuses without a relay device. As a result, both
of the supply of AC power and data communication can
be achieved using the one triplex cable 5, and fast com-
munication between the apparatuses can be also
achieved.
[0067] In the present embodiment, the remote control-
ler 12 is connected to an air conditioning apparatus (in-
door unit) 11. Alternatively, like the air conditioning ap-
paratus (outdoor unit) 10 and air conditioning apparatus-
es (indoor units) 11, the remote controller 12 itself may
include the modulator 21, demodulator 22, filter 23, con-
nector 24 and controller 25 and be directly connected to
the triplex cable 5. In this case, the remote controller 12
requires therein a conversion circuit that converts AC
voltage outputted from the AC power source 1 to a low
DC power supply voltage to be used in the remote con-
troller 12 and reduces voltage.
[0068] The present embodiment permits a direct com-
munication between a plurality of air conditioning appa-
ratuses without a bridge or a hub.

Embodiment 2

[0069] Next, Embodiment 2 of the present invention
will be described.
[0070] FIG. 6 illustrates a configuration of an air con-
ditioning system 100 according to the present embodi-
ment. As illustrated in FIG. 6, this air conditioning system
100 is different from Embodiment 1 in that the air condi-
tioning 100 of the present embodiment further includes
a remote controller wire connector 15 and a DC power
source 16.
[0071] In the present embodiment, the remote control-
ler 12 is connected to the remote controller wire connec-
tor 15 via the remote controller wire 13, instead of an air
conditioning apparatus (indoor unit) 11.
[0072] FIGS. 7A and 7B illustrate a circuit configuration
of the remote controller wire connector 15. As illustrated
in FIGS. 7A and 7B, the circuit configuration of the remote
controller wire connector 15 is almost the same as the
circuit configuration of the  connector 24 in FIGS. 4A and
4B.
[0073] More specifically, as illustrated in FIGS. 7A and
7B, the remote controller wire connector 15 includes the
high-voltage capacitor 40 that is disposed between the
communication wire 3 and aftermentioned modulator 51
and demodulator 52 and is able to withstand voltages up
to 250 V, for example, as well as the high-voltage capac-
itor 41 that is disposed between the shared wire 4 and
ground and is able to withstand voltages up to 250 V.
The capacitors 40, 41 make a capacitor connection.
[0074] As illustrated in FIG. 7A, the remote controller
wire connector 15 also includes the high-voltage trans-
former 42 that has a coil that connects one end of the
capacitor 40 and one end of the capacitor 41 and a coil

9 10 



EP 2 679 925 A1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

that connects the modulator 51 and demodulator 52 to
ground, and is able to withstand voltages up to 250 V,
for example. In this case, also, the withstand voltages of
the capacitors 40, 41 and transformer 42 may be more
than or equal to a maximum voltage of the AC power
source 1.
[0075] This remote controller wire connector 15 pre-
vents a circuit failure in the remote controller 12 even if
the triplex cable 5 is wrongly wired. The capacitors 40,
41 and transformer 42 also function as insulators that
insulate the remote controller 12 from the AC power
source 1 to prevent high current from flowing into the
remote controller 12.
[0076] The DC power source 16 supplies DC power to
the remote controller 12 via the remote controller wire
13. That is, to the remote controller 12 is supplied DC
power via the remote controller wire 13. This insulation
between the remote controller 12 and the AC power
source 1 ensures security for a person who operates the
remote controller 12.
[0077] FIG. 8 illustrates an internal configuration of the
remote controller 12. As illustrated in FIG. 8, the remote
controller 12 includes the modulator 51, the demodulator
52, a filter 53, a controller 55, an operator 56 and a display
57.
[0078] The modulator 51 modulates a voltage signal
corresponding to transmission  data inputted from the
controller 55 and outputs the signal as a voltage signal
between the communication wire 3 and the shared wire
4. The outputted voltage signal is outputted via the re-
mote controller wire connector 15 to the communication
wire 3 and shared wire 4.
[0079] The demodulator 52 demodulates a voltage sig-
nal based on the potential difference between the com-
munication wire 3 and the shared wire 4, and outputs the
signal to the controller 55. The filter 53 extracts only a
component of a frequency band near a carrier from a
signal outputted from the remote controller wire connec-
tor 15, and outputs a signal corresponding to the com-
ponent to the demodulator 52.
[0080] The controller 55 includes a CPU and a memory
(both are not illustrated). The controller 55 integrally con-
trols the entire remote controller 12 by the CPU’s exe-
cuting a program stored in the memory. The operator 56
includes an operation panel or the like to receive an op-
eration input from the user and outputs a signal corre-
sponding to the operation input to the controller 55. The
display 57 displays an image corresponding to a result
of processing performed by the controller 55.
[0081] The controller 55 employs a modulated-carrier
system as a modulation system to be used for commu-
nication. That is, like the controller 25 in Embodiment 1,
the controller 55 receives, as incoming data, serial data
corresponding to a voltage signal demodulated in the de-
modulator 51 if the serial data includes the address of an
apparatus to which the controller 55 belongs, and outputs
transmission data that includes a destination address to
the modulator 51 while the voltage between the commu-

nication wire 3 and the shared wire 4 is not changing.
[0082] Comparison of FIG. 8 and FIG. 2 shows that
the circuit configuration of the remote controller 12 that
includes the controller 55, modulator 51, demodulator 52
and filter 53 is the same as the circuit configuration of
the air conditioning apparatus (outdoor unit) 10 in FIG. 2
that includes the controller 25, modulator 21, demodula-
tor 22 and filter 23.
[0083] The remote controller 12 is connected to the
communication wire 3 and shared wire 4 via the remote
controller wire connector 15. In the present embodiment,
the remote controller 12 is also able to perform one-on-
one data exchange with the air conditioning apparatus
(outdoor unit) 10 and air conditioning apparatus (indoor
unit) 11. The remote controller 12 uses this data ex-
change to remotely control the air conditioning apparatus
(outdoor unit) 10 and air conditioning apparatus (indoor
unit) 11.
[0084] As has been described in detail, in the present
embodiment, the remote controller 12 is directly able to
communicate with the air conditioning apparatus (out-
door unit) 10 and air conditioning apparatus (indoor unit)
11, thereby reducing time to be required for communica-
tion, minimizing communication delay and speeding up
the response to an operation input.
[0085] In the present embodiment, a modulation sys-
tem in the remote controller 12 is a modulated-carrier
system. The capacitors 40, 41 block power supply volt-
age and/or the like and make only a modulated signal
pass through. This enables the remote controller wire
connector 15 to have a high insulation.
[0086] The remote controller wire connector 15 is able
to connect, in parallel, a plurality of remote controllers
12. Therefore, the production cost is lower than the case
in which each of the remote controllers 12 has an insu-
lation characteristic.
[0087] The remote controller 12 may receive power
from the AC power source 1, but may reduce power con-
sumption. Cost is further reduced where a power supply
circuit is provided that is able to receive DC power ob-
tained by superimposing a small amount of DC power
supplied from the DC power source 16 on the remote
controller wire 13 than where a power supply circuit is
provided that generates power for the remote controller
12 from a large amount of power supplied from the AC
power source 1.
[0088] The remote controller wire connector 15 may
be disposed within the air conditioning apparatus (out-
door unit) 10 and air conditioning apparatus (indoor unit)
11. Alternatively, the remote controller wire connector 15
may be built in the remote  controller 12.

Embodiment 3

[0089] Next, Embodiment 3 of the present invention
will be described.
[0090] The present embodiment is suitable in the case
where a modulation system for the remote controller wire
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13 of the remote controller 12 and a modulation system
for the communication wire 4 or the like are different. The
air conditioning system 100 according to the present em-
bodiment is different from the air conditioning system 100
according to Embodiment 2 in a configuration of the re-
mote controller wire connector 15.
[0091] FIG. 9 illustrates a configuration of the remote
controller wire connector 15. As illustrated in FIG. 9, the
remote controller wire connector 15 includes a connector
60, demodulators 61, 62, modulators 63, 64 and a mo-
dem controller 65.
[0092] The connector 60 has the same circuit config-
uration as that of the remote controller wire connector 15
according to Embodiment 2. The connector 60 has a high
insulation against the AC power source 1, and the with-
stand voltage of the connector 60 is set to be extremely
high so as to withstand at least a maximum voltage of
the AC power source 1.
[0093] A demodulator 61, as a first demodulator, de-
modulates a modulated signal that is a voltage signal
based on the potential difference between the commu-
nication wire 3 and the shared wire 4 in a modulation and
demodulation system (a first demodulation system) for a
signal that is transmitted through the communication wire
3. A demodulator 62, as a second demodulator, demod-
ulates a modulated signal outputted from the remote con-
troller 12 in a modulation and demodulation system (a
second demodulation system) for a signal that is trans-
mitted through the remote controller wire 13.
[0094] A modulator 63, as a first modulator, modulates
the voltage signal demodulated by the demodulator 61
in a second modulation and demodulation system and
outputs the modulated signal to the remote controller 12.
A modulator 64, as a  second modulator, modulates the
signal demodulated in the demodulator 62 in the first
modulation system and outputs the modulated signal to
the communication wire 3 and shared wire 4.
[0095] The modem controller 65 controls the demod-
ulators 61, 62 and modulators 63, 64 so as to stop output
of a modulated signal from the modulator 63 while the
demodulator 62 is demodulating a modulated signal and
so as to stop output of a modulated signal from the mod-
ulator 64 while the demodulator 61 is demodulating a
modulated signal.
[0096] In this way, the modem controller 65, while mod-
ulation or demodulation of either one is performed, stops
modulation or demodulation of the other. This prevents
collision of transmission data and incoming data in the
communication wire 3 and remote controller wire 13, and
also avoids a signal loop.
[0097] In the present embodiment, the modem control-
ler 65 controls the modulators 63, 64, taking the state of
demodulation by the demodulators 61, 62 into consider-
ation. Alternatively, the modem controller 65 may control
the demodulators 61, 62, taking the state of modulation
by the modulators 63, 64 into consideration.
[0098] Various embodiments and modifications are
available to the present invention without departing from

the broad sense of spirit and scope of the present inven-
tion. The above-described embodiments are given for
explaining the present invention and do not confine the
scope of the present invention. In other words, the scope
of the present invention is set forth by the scope of claims,
not by the embodiments. Various modifications made
within the scope of claims and scope of significance of
the invention equivalent thereto are considered to fall un-
der the scope of the present invention.

Industrial Applicability

[0099] The present invention is preferable for an air
conditioning system that includes an outdoor unit and an
indoor unit.

Reference Signs List

[0100]

1 AC power source

2 Power wire

3 Communication wire

4 Shared wire for power and communication
(Shared wire)

5 Triplex cable

10 Air conditioning apparatus (Outdoor unit)

11 Air conditioning apparatus (Indoor unit)

12 Remote controller

13 Remote controller wire

15 Remote controller connector

16 DC power source

20 Air conditioner

21 Modulator

22 Demodulator

23 Filter

24 Connector

25 Controller

30 Outdoor unit

31 Indoor unit

13 14 
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32 Remote controller

40, 41 Capacitor

42 Transformer

50 Controller

51 Modulator

52 Demodulator

53 Filter

55 Controller

56 Operator

57 Display

60 Connector

61, 62 Demodulator

63, 64 Modulator

65 Modem controller

100, 101 Air conditioning system

Claims

1. An air conditioning apparatus connected to a power
wire, a communication wire and a shared wire for
power and communication that are included in a tri-
plex cable, the air conditioning apparatus compris-
ing:

a modulator configured to modulate a voltage
signal corresponding to inputted transmission
data and to output the signal as a voltage signal
between the communication wire and the
shared wire for power and communication;
a demodulator configured to demodulate a volt-
age signal based on the potential difference be-
tween the communication wire and the shared
wire for power and communication and to output
the signal as a demodulated signal;
a connector that comprises a high-voltage ca-
pacitor and is configured to connect the commu-
nication wire and the shared wire for power and
communication to the modulator and the de-
modulator via the high-voltage capacitor that
withstands voltages up to a predetermined level;
and
a controller configured to receive, as incoming
data, serial data corresponding to a voltage sig-

nal demodulated in the demodulator if the serial
data includes an address of the air conditioning
apparatus, to monitor a demodulated signal out-
putted from the demodulator, and to output the
transmission data that includes a destination ad-
dress to the modulator if the controller deter-
mines that no signal is being transmitted through
the communication wire.

2. The air conditioning apparatus according to Claim
1, wherein the connector comprises a high-voltage
transformer and is configured to connect the com-
munication wire and the shared wire for power and
communication to the modulator and the demodula-
tor via the high-voltage transformer that withstands
voltages up to a predetermined level.

3. The air conditioning apparatus according to Claim 1
or 2, wherein the modulator modulates a voltage sig-
nal in a modulated-carrier system and the demodu-
lator  demodulates a voltage signal in the modulated-
carrier system.

4. The air conditioning apparatus according to Claim
3, further comprising a filter that is disposed between
the demodulator and the connector and removes
harmonic components of AC voltage supplied via the
power wire and the shared wire for power and com-
munication,
wherein the modulator modulates a voltage signal in
a higher frequency than harmonics of the AC voltage
and the demodulator demodulates a voltage signal
in a higher frequency than harmonics of the AC volt-
age.

5. The air conditioning apparatus according to any one
of Claims 1 to 4, wherein the air conditioning appa-
ratus is an outdoor unit or an indoor unit that further
comprises an air conditioner, the air conditioner us-
ing AC power supplied via the power wire and the
shared wire for power and communication thereby
to perform an air conditioning operation.

6. The air conditioning apparatus according to any one
of Claims 1 to 4, wherein the air conditioning appa-
ratus is a remote controller that remotely controls an
outdoor unit and an indoor unit.

7. The air conditioning apparatus according to any one
of Claims 1 to 6, wherein the predetermined level is
250 V.

8. An air conditioning system comprising:

a triplex cable that comprises a power wire, a
communication wire and a shared wire for power
and communication; and
a plurality of air conditioning apparatuses ac-
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cording to any one of Claims 1 to 7.

9. The air conditioning system according to Claim 8,
further comprising:

a remote controller; and
a connection device configured to connect the
remote controller, the communication wire and
the shared wire for power and communication,
wherein the remote controller comprises:

a modulator configured to modulate a volt-
age signal corresponding to inputted trans-
mission data and to output the modulated
signal as a voltage signal between the com-
munication wire and the shared wire for
power and communication;
a demodulator configured to demodulate a
voltage signal based on the potential differ-
ence between the communication wire and
the shared wire for power and communica-
tion and to output the demodulated signal;
and
a controller configured to receive, as incom-
ing data, serial data corresponding to a volt-
age signal demodulated in the demodulator
if the serial data includes an address of the
remote controller, and to output the trans-
mission data that includes a destination ad-
dress to the modulator if the voltage be-
tween the communication wire and the
shared wire for power and communication
is not changing; and
wherein the connection device comprises a
high-voltage capacitor and is configured to
connect the communication wire and the
shared wire for power and communication
to the modulator and the demodulator via
the high-voltage capacitor that withstands
voltages up to a predetermined level.

10. The air conditioning system according to Claim 9,
wherein the connection device comprises a high-
voltage transformer and is configured to connect the
communication wire and the shared wire for power
and communication to the modulator and the demod-
ulator via the high-voltage transformer that with-
stands voltages up to a predetermined level.

11. The air conditioning system according to Claim 9 or
10, wherein the connection device comprises:

a first demodulator configured to demodulate a
modulated signal that is a voltage signal based
on the potential difference between the commu-
nication wire and the shared wire for power and
communication in a first modulation and demod-
ulation system;

a second demodulator configured to demodu-
late a modulated signal outputted from the re-
mote controller in a second modulation and de-
modulation system;
a first modulator configured to modulate a volt-
age signal demodulated in the first demodulator
in the second modulation and demodulation sys-
tem and to output the modulated signal to the
remote controller;
a second modulator configured to modulate a
voltage signal modulated in the second demod-
ulator in the first modulation and demodulation
system and to output the signal as a voltage sig-
nal between the communication wire and the
shared wire; and
a modem controller configured to control so as
to stop, while one of the second demodulator
and the first modulator is operating, operation
of the other, and so as to stop, while one of the
first demodulator and the second modulator is
operating, operation of the other.

12. The air conditioning system according to any one of
Claims 9 to 11, wherein the predetermined level is
250 V.
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