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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a medical ap-
paratus for picking up an image of an inside of a body
with image pickup means and performing a surgical op-
eration and the like.

Background Art

[0002] In recent years, a medical apparatus by an en-
doscope apparatus for inserting an endoscope into a
body and performing a surgical operation such as exci-
sion of a lesion part under an observation of the endo-
scope is widely used.
[0003] For example, when a surgical operation inside
an abdominal cavity is performed, it is a widely performed
practice to insert, without making a surgical incision in
an abdomen, an endoscope into an insertion hole by a
trocar and perform a surgical operation such as excision
or the like of a lesion with a treatment instrument or the
like under an observation of an endoscope.
[0004] To make it easy to perform the surgical opera-
tion under the endoscope observation in this way, in Jap-
anese Patent Application Laid-Open Publication No.
2008-307226 as a first related art, an endoscope system
is disclosed including a camera that performs image pick-
up in a body cavity, a camera side magnet and a magnet
for fixing that are connected to the camera and hold an
abdominal wall using different surfaces of the abdominal
wall and fix the camera in the body cavity, and a camera
control unit that performs control of the camera.
[0005] In Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Pub-
lication No. 2005-319086 as a second related art, an in-
tra-body cavity observation system is disclosed that fixes
an observation unit including an LED, a battery, an ob-
servation optical system, and a video signal transmitting
section on a body wall and transmits a video signal of an
intra-body cavity video picked up by the observation op-
tical system of the observation unit to a video signal
processing machine on a monitor side by radio with the
video signal transmitting section.
[0006] In Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Pub-
lication No. 2006-320650 as a third related art, an image
display apparatus is disclosed including an image
processing control section that acquires an image from
a recording section, controls various kinds of image
processing applied to the acquired image, and causes
the recording section to record images of processing re-
sults, an image classifying section that calculates corre-
lation values of images continuing in time series and clas-
sifies the images into image groups according to the cal-
culated correlation values, an image-of-attention detect-
ing section that detects characteristic image areas having
predetermined characteristics from the images and de-
tects characteristic images having the detected charac-
teristic image areas as images of attention, a represent-

ative image extracting section that extracts the images
of attention and top images in the image groups as rep-
resentative images and sets a display rate for the extract-
ed representative images, and an image display control
section that performs control for sequentially displaying
a series of representative images according to the set
display rate.
[0007] A surgical operation can be smoothly performed
by bringing the inside of a body cavity into a state of being
observable in a wide range by means of a camera as
image pickup means which is fixed on an abdominal wall
and picks up an image of inside a body cavity as in the
first related art, and further by bringing a part to be actually
treated with a treatment instrument into a state of being
observable in more detail by an endoscope or the like to
perform a treatment.
[0008] On the other hand, in a case where, when the
endoscope is moved from a treated region (referred to
as "first region") to a second region to be treated next,
and thereafter a predetermined change, specifically,
bleeding has occurred in the first region, it is desired that
the surgeon can quickly check the bleeding state in detail.
The surgeon would then perform a treatment suitable for
the bleeding in the first region in accordance with the
check result.
[0009] However, in the first to third related arts men-
tioned above, when, e.g., bleeding occurs in the first re-
gion, the surgeon cannot quickly perform detailed check-
ing of the bleeding.
[0010] Specifically, in the first and second related arts,
it is enabled with the camera or observation unit to display
an image in which bleeding has occurred in the first region
in a view angle state of a wide angle. However, to check
the bleeding in more detail, the endoscope or the like has
to be moved so that the first region can be observed in
detail.
[0011] In the first and second related arts, however,
since information regarding picking up an image of the
first region is not recorded, the endoscope or the like
cannot be set to allow quickly observing the first region.
For this reason, it is desired to record information regard-
ing the first region in advance, and display the recorded
information regarding the first region when bleeding has
occurred, thus facilitating for the surgeon to quickly check
the bleeding or the like of the first region.
[0012] The third related art discloses that the image-
of-attention detecting section determines whether a
bleeding region is present according to image processing
in accumulated past images and the image processing
control section records, and when a bleeding region is
present, position information of the bleeding region in the
image recording section. However, this related art is de-
signed to extract a bleeding region in past images, and
does not disclose facilitating it for a surgeon to quickly
check details of a bleeding region during a surgical op-
eration.
[0013] The present invention was made in view of the
above-mentioned circumstances, and has an objective
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to provide a medical apparatus that records a predeter-
mined image area or coordinate in advance in prepara-
tion for a case where a predetermined change such as
bleeding has occurred in a picked up image of inside of
a body cavity, and capable of displaying the recorded
image area or coordinate in a superimposed manner
when a predetermined change has occurred.
[0014] EP 1 902 664 A1 discloses a capsule endo-
scope suspended through a string member inserted oral-
ly and fixed to the oesophagus. The capsule endoscope
rests on the gastric cardiac so as to pick up an image of
the stomach. In one embodiment, the capsule endoscope
is suspended to two different string members and com-
prises two different imaging elements directed to op-
posed directions.
[0015] EP 1 618 828 A1 discloses a capsule endo-
scope for monitoring the inside of a human body and
means for recognizing bleeding.
[0016] WO 2008/006180 A1 discloses a medical sys-
tem with an external camera and fixed cameras.
[0017] US 2007/255100 A1 discloses a medical sys-
tem with a first observation device in the end portion of
an extended endoscope inserted in an abdomen and a
capsule endoscope attracted to the inner surface of an
abdominal wall by a magnet. WO 98/11815 discloses an
endoscope probe having a distal end portion provided
with observation means for observing at a wide angle
and at a narrow angle. US 2008/0312500 A1 discloses
an endoscope system provided with a camera.
[0018] EP 2 085 019 A1 discloses an image processing
device, an image processing method and an image
processing program.
[0019] US 2007/0165932 A1 discloses an image
processing device and an image processing method.

Disclosure of Invention

Means for Solving the Problem

[0020] A medical apparatus according to an aspect of
the present invention, which is defined in claim 1, may
include: a first image pickup section that is fixed to a body
wall and picks up an image of an inside of a body cavity;
a recording section that records in advance, in prepara-
tion for a case in which a predetermined change occurs
in a first image picked up by the first image pickup section,
a predetermined image area in the first image or a coor-
dinate for specifying the predetermined image area; and
a display section that displays, when the predetermined
change occurs in the first image, the image area or the
coordinate recorded in the recording section to be super-
imposed on the first image picked up by the first image
pickup section.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0021]

Fig. 1 is a configuration diagram showing an overall
configuration of a medical system including a first
embodiment of the present invention;
Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing an internal config-
uration in a medical apparatus shown in Fig. 1;
Fig. 3 is an explanatory diagram of representative
operations in the first embodiment;
Fig. 4 is an explanatory diagram of an operation by
display on an overhead monitor;
Fig. 5 is a diagram showing a display example on a
main monitor;
Fig. 6 is a diagram showing a display example of a
main image picked up by a main camera after move-
ment moved from a present setting position;
Fig. 7 is an explanatory diagram for specifying an
image pickup position by the main camera on an
overhead image;
Fig. 8 is an explanatory diagram for specifying an
image pickup position by the main camera on an
overhead image using a treatment instrument;
Fig. 9 is an explanatory diagram for specifying an
image pickup position by the main camera on an
overhead image using light;
Fig. 10 is an explanatory diagram for specifying an
image pickup position by the main camera on an
overhead image through image recognition;
Fig. 11 is an explanatory diagram for specifying an
image pickup position by the main camera on an
overhead image using information of the main cam-
era reflected on the overhead image;
Fig. 12A is a diagram showing a state in which two
main images are displayed on the main monitor;
Fig. 12B is a diagram showing a state in which an
overhead image and a main image are displayed on
one monitor;
Fig. 12C is a diagram showing a state in which an
overhead image and two main images are displayed
on one monitor;
Fig. 12D is a diagram showing a state in which a
main image and an overhead image are displayed
on one monitor as parent and child images;
Fig. 13A is an overall configuration diagram of a med-
ical apparatus according to a modification of the first
embodiment of the present invention;
Fig. 13B is a block diagram showing a configuration
example of a change monitoring section;
Fig. 13C is a block diagram showing a configuration
example of a feature value detecting section;
Fig. 14 is an overall configuration diagram of a med-
ical apparatus according to a modification of a sec-
ond embodiment of the present invention;
Fig. 15 is a diagram showing displayed images on
an overhead monitor and a main monitor;
Fig. 16 is an explanatory diagram of a state in which
infrared rays are emitted from both ends of a main
camera;
Fig. 17 is an explanatory diagram of calculation of a
distance from overlap of the infrared rays;
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Fig. 18 is a configuration diagram showing an overall
configuration of a medical system according to a first
variant;
Fig. 19A is a diagram showing an overhead image
example displayed on an overhead monitor;
Fig. 19B is a diagram of an enlarged image example
displayed on the overhead monitor or the like;
Fig. 20 is a flowchart showing representative
processing contents according to the first variant;
Fig. 21 is a configuration diagram showing an overall
configuration of a medical system according to a sec-
ond variant; and
Fig. 22 is a flowchart showing representative
processing contents according to the second variant.

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

[0022] Embodiments of the present invention are ex-
plained below with reference to the drawings.

(First Embodiment)

[0023] As shown in Fig. 1, a medical apparatus 1 ac-
cording to a first embodiment of the present invention
includes an overhead camera section 3 that picks up an
image of an inside of an abdominal cavity at a wide angle
and a first main camera section 4 and a second main
camera section 5 that pick up images of the inside of the
abdominal cavity at narrower angles (compared with the
overhead camera section 3), the overhead camera sec-
tion 3, the first main camera section 4, and the second
camera section 5 being fixed to an abdominal wall of an
abdomen 2 of a patient.
[0024] The medical apparatus 1 includes a processor
6 that performs image processing and the like for the
overhead camera section 3, the main camera sections 4
and 5, an overhead monitor 7 that displays an image
picked up by the overhead camera section 3 (referred to
as overhead image), and a main monitor 8 that displays
images picked up by the main camera sections 4 and 5
(referred to as main images).
[0025] The medical apparatus 1 includes a camera op-
eration interface (abbreviated as camera operation I/F)
9 with which a surgeon performs recording of the images
picked up by the overhead camera section 3 and the
main camera sections 4 and 5 and instruction operation
for, for example, movement of image pickup positions
and image pickup directions of the main camera sections
4 and 5 to desired places.
[0026] In an example explained in this embodiment,
the overhead camera section 3 and the main camera
sections 4 and 5 respectively include an overhead cam-
era 3A as first image pickup means and main cameras
4A and 5A as second image pickup means arranged on
an inside of an abdomen 2 and a receiving unit 3B and
transmitting and receiving units 4B and 5B arranged on
an outside of the abdomen 2.
[0027] This embodiment is not limited to such a con-

figuration for transmitting a signal by radio but may be a
configuration (e.g., a configuration shown in Fig. 14) for
extending signal lines respectively from the overhead
camera 3A and the main cameras 4A and 5A to connect
the overhead camera 3A and the main cameras 4A and
5A to the processor 6 and performing signal transmission
by wire.
[0028] When the configuration for performing the sig-
nal transmission by wire is adopted, the receiving unit 3B
and the transmitting and receiving units 4B and 5B are
unnecessary. In this embodiment, the configuration in-
cluding the two main cameras 4A and 5A as the second
image pickup means is shown.
[0029] By adopting the configuration including the two
main cameras 4A and 5A, for example, a state in which
a lesion part is treated by a treatment instrument can be
more surely grasped or recognized than in a case in
which one main camera is provided. In the case of one
main camera, a picked-up image from one direction is
obtained. On the other hand, in the case of two main
cameras, picked-up images from different two directions
are obtained. Therefore, a state of the treatment instru-
ment can be grasped or recognized in more detail. A
state of the lesion part can also be grasped or recognized
in more detail.
[0030] However, this embodiment is not limited to the
case in which two main cameras are provided but can
also be applied to a case in which three or more main
cameras are provided or one main camera is provided.
[0031] Operation for fixing the overhead camera 3A
and the main cameras 4A and 5A on an inside of the
abdomen 2 as shown in Fig. 1 can be performed by using
a not-shown endoscope or the like in a puncture hole
formed in the abdomen 2 using a trocar 10 by a method
disclosed in, for example, Japanese Patent Application
Laid-Open Publication No. 2008-307226.
[0032] A side of the overhead camera 3A and the main
cameras 4A and 5A and a side of the receiving unit 3B
and the transmitting and receiving units 4B and 5B can
be detachably fixed, for example, in a state in which an
abdominal wall is held by magnetic force using magnets
but may be fixed by other fixing means such as an ad-
hesive.
[0033] In Fig. 1, a state in which, after the overhead
camera 3A and the main cameras 4A and 5A are fixed
on the inside of the abdomen 2, a treatment instrument
19 is inserted through the trocar 10 and treatment is ap-
plied to a region (referred to as place) of a treatment
target.
[0034] In the overhead camera 3A and the main cam-
eras 4A and 5A, as shown in Fig. 2, image pickup units
11 a to 11c including an image pickup function, illuminat-
ing units 12a to 12c that illuminate a portion where image
pickup is performed, and power supply units 13a to 13c
including batteries for supplying electric power to the im-
age pickup units 11 a to 11c and the like are respectively
housed in armor containers having, for example, a sub-
stantially cylindrical shape.
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[0035] The overhead camera 3A incorporates a trans-
mission unit 14a and transmits by radio, with the trans-
mission unit 14a, an image signal of an overhead image
as a picked-up image picked up by the image pickup unit
11a. The receiving unit 3B receives the image signal
transmitted by the transmission unit 14a and outputs the
image signal to an image processing unit (for overhead)
21 in the processor 6.
[0036] The main cameras 4A and 5A further incorpo-
rate transmission and reception units 15b and 15c, cam-
era driving units 16a and 16b, position detecting units
17a and 17b, and identification information generating
units (in the figure, abbreviated as ID) 18a and 18b.
[0037] The second main camera 5A has the same con-
figuration as that of the first main camera 4A except that
identification information generated by the identification
information generating unit 18b is different. In Fig. 2, an
internal configuration is schematically shown.
[0038] The main cameras 4A and 5A transmit image
signals of main images as picked-up images respectively
picked up by the image pickup units 11b and 11c by radio
via the transmission and reception units 15a and 15b
(transmitting sections inside). The transmitting and re-
ceiving units 4B and 5B (receiving sections inside) re-
ceive the transmitted image signals and output the image
signals to an image processing unit (for main) 22 in the
processor 6.
[0039] In transmitting the image signals, the transmis-
sion and reception units 15a and 15b transmit the image
signals with identification information attached thereto.
The image processing unit (for main) 22 performs man-
agement of a main image according to the identification
information.
[0040] Compared with the configuration of the over-
head camera 3A explained above, the main cameras 4A
and 5A further include camera driving units 16a and 16b
for moving a place whose image is picked up, and posi-
tion detecting units 17a and 17b that detect driving infor-
mation (also referred to as setting information) of the
camera driving units 16a and 16b that pick up images of
the place.
[0041] The overhead camera 3A has a wide-angle ob-
servation field of view (e.g., an observation field of view
close to 180°). In a state in which the overhead camera
3A is fixed to an abdominal wall, the observation field of
view of the overhead camera 3A is an overhead image
obtained by picking up an inside of an abdominal cavity
in a wide range in a view angle state of a wide angle. In
a surgical operation, the overhead camera 3A is used in
a view angle state of a fixed wide angle.
[0042] As schematically shown in Fig. 1, in an over-
head image, main camera images (simplified as indicat-
ed by 4A and 5A) obtained by picking up images with the
main cameras 4A and 5A in observation fields of view
thereof are displayed.
[0043] On the other hand, the main cameras 4A and
5A have a narrower observation field of view (a narrower
angle) compared with the overhead camera 3A and can

move and set an observation field of view(an image pick-
up range) with the camera driving units 16a and 16b as
explained below.
[0044] The main cameras 4A and 5A can be set in a
desired observation field of view in a driving range of the
camera driving units 16a and 16b in the abdominal cavity
and can be set to a proper image size by the camera
driving units 16a and 16b. Therefore, the surgeon can
perform observation in detail. Fig. 1 shows a display ex-
ample of, for example, a main image by one main camera
5A.
[0045] In this embodiment, the surgeon can survey
(look out over) the inside of the abdominal cavity at a
wide angle using an overhead image and can observe
in detail an arbitrary position with the two main cameras
4A and 5A.
[0046] This makes it unnecessary to post a scopist (an
endoscope holder) who sets and holds a scope (an en-
doscope) in a field of view in which a place to be treated
can be observed by the scope in the related art. There-
fore, since the scopist who occupies a place near the
surgeon is not present, the surgeon has an advantage
that the surgeon can easily perform a surgical operation
without being limited by the place occupied by the scopist.
[0047] The camera driving units 16a and 16b include
a pan (swinging in a left/right direction) function and a tilt
(tilting in an up/down direction) function for the image
pickup units 11b and 11c and the illuminating units 12b
and 12c and also include a zoom function for enabling
enlarged observation by the image pickup units 11b and
11c.
[0048] In other words, the camera driving units 16a and
16b can move and set the image pickup units 11b and
11c as image pickup means by panning and tilting the
same such that the image pickup units 11b and 11c can
pick up images of a desired position. The camera driving
units 16a and 16b can change, with the zoom function,
an angle of view for image pickup, for example, increase
image pickup magnification to be larger than that in the
case of the overhead camera 3A, and set the image pick-
up units 11b and 11c in a state in which a lesion of at-
tention or the like can be observed in detail.
[0049] Setting information of pan, tilt, and zoom by the
camera driving units 16a and 16b (in other words, infor-
mation concerning image pickup positions of the image
pickup units 11b and 11c, information concerning an im-
age pickup direction, and zoom information of an angle
of view of image pickup) is detected by the position de-
tecting units 17a and 17b included in information acquir-
ing means.
[0050] The setting information of the camera driving
units 16a and 16b detected by the position detecting units
17a and 17b is recorded in the memory for control 24 as
history information together with, for example, a place
whose image is picked up by image recording operation
by the surgeon (e.g., together with time of instruction op-
eration for a recorded image).
[0051] The surgeon operates a pan SW 9a, a tilt SW
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9b, and a zoom SW 9c provided in the camera operation
I/F 9, whereby instruction signals for pan, tilt, and zoom
are outputted to a CPU for camera driving control (simply
abbreviated as CPU) 23 on the inside of the processor
6. The CPU 23 performs control of the processor 6, the
overhead camera 3A, the main cameras 4A and 5A, and
the camera operation I/F 9 included in the medical ap-
paratus 1.
[0052] The CPU 23 generates, with a motor driving sig-
nal generating section 23a, motor driving signals corre-
sponding to the instruction signals for pan, tilt, and zoom
and performs control for driving the camera driving unit
16a or 16b of the main camera 4A or 5A via the trans-
mitting and receiving unit 4B or 5C. The main camera 4A
or 5A is set in a state in which the main camera 4A or 5A
picks up an image of a place corresponding to the in-
struction signals.
[0053] In other words, the camera driving unit 16a or
16b of the main camera 4A or 5A changes to a (image
pickup) setting state for picking up an image of a target
place instructed by the surgeon using the camera oper-
ation I/F 9.
[0054] When the camera driving unit 16a or 16b is driv-
en, setting information set to pick up an image of a pre-
determined place by the driving is detected by the posi-
tion detecting unit 17a or 17b. A detection signal of the
detection is outputted to the position information acquir-
ing section 23b via the transmission and reception unit
15a or 15b or the transmitting and receiving unit 4B or 5B.
[0055] The position information acquiring section 23b
acquires setting values of pan, tilt, and zoom, in other
words, (setting information including) information con-
cerning image pickup positions and image pickup direc-
tions and zoom information of the main cameras 4A and
5A from detection signals of pan, tilt, and zoom by the
position detecting units 17a and 17b.
[0056] When instruction operation for image recording
is performed by the surgeon, the position information ac-
quiring section 23b records (stores) the setting informa-
tion of the camera driving units 16a and 16b in the mem-
ory for control 24 in time series. The setting information
may be recorded in a recording section such as a memory
of the position information acquiring section 23b instead
of the memory for control 24.
[0057] In the camera operation I/F 9, an image record-
ing SW 9d for performing recording instruction operation
for an image and an image selection SW 9e for perform-
ing image selection for selecting which of main images
respectively picked up by the two main cameras 4A and
5A is displayed on the main monitor 8 are provided and
an information input section 9f that inputs information is
provided according to necessity.
[0058] The camera operation I/F 9 may be configured
to be used in common for the main camera 4A and the
main camera 5A as shown in Fig. 2. In this case, a not-
shown selection switch for designating (selecting) the
main camera 4A and the main camera 5A is provided.
As the camera operation I/F 9, a (first) camera operation

I/F 9G and a (second) camera operation I/F 9G’ for per-
forming operation of pan, tilt, and zoom independently
for the main cameras 4A and 5A respectively may be
provided as shown in Fig. 1.
[0059] The surgeon can record an overhead image of
the overhead camera 3A and main images of the main
cameras 4A and 5A by operating the image recording
SW 9d.
[0060] After setting a state for picking up an image of
a place about to be treated by the main cameras 4A and
5A as explained later with reference to Fig. 3, in a state
in which a distal end of a treatment instrument is set in
the place, the surgeon performs the recording operation
by the image recording SW 9d. Consequently, the sur-
geon can record an overhead image and information con-
cerning image pickup position, image pickup directions,
and the like of picked-up images of the main cameras 4A
and 5A in the overhead image in association with each
other (to correspond to each other).
[0061] As explained above, in this embodiment, as one
of characteristics, when instruction operation for image
recording is performed by the surgeon via the image re-
cording SW 9d, the processor 6 includes the memory for
control 24 as recording means (for history information)
for recording, for example, in time series, (information
concerning) a place, images of which are picked up by
the main cameras 4A and 5A, in an overhead image and
image pickup position information and image pickup di-
rection information (i.e., image pickup means setting in-
formation) of the main cameras 4A and 5A, which pick
up images of the place, in association with each other
(to correspond to each other).
[0062] The place (the information concerning the
place) in this case may be a coordinate (or, for example,
place specifying means shown in Fig. 7 similar to the
coordinate) for specifying the place, may be an image
area of a place whose image is picked up, or may be a
coordinate for specifying the image area. In other words,
the (information concerning) the place only has to be in-
formation related to the place.
[0063] The overhead image by the overhead camera
3A and the picked-up images of the main cameras 4A
and 5A are recorded in time series in association with
the place of the image pickup by the main cameras 4A
and 5A in the overhead image and a number associated
with the place.
[0064] In this case, the overhead image is recorded in
an image recording section 34a in the image processing
unit 21 explained below and the main images are record-
ed in an image recording section 34b in the image
processing unit 22. However, the overhead image and
the main images may be recorded in other recording
means, for example, the memory for control 24.
[0065] The surgeon can display, for example, a place
of image pickup by the main cameras 4A and 5A in a
present overhead image with a number affixed to the
place by performing, for example, instruction operation
for displaying history information (or history) from the in-
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formation input section 9f (explained later with reference
to Fig. 4).
[0066] The processor 6 includes a video signal output
unit 25 connected to the image processing units 21 and
22. The video signal output unit 25 converts image data
of an overhead image and main images picked up by the
overhead camera 3A and the main camera 4A or 5A and
temporarily stored in frame memories for image storage
of the image processing units 21 and 22 into video signals
of an analog RGB, NTSC/PAL, or IEEE1394 system or
the like and output the video signals respectively to the
overhead monitor 7 and the main monitor 8.
[0067] As shown in Fig. 2, the image processing unit
21 includes an image building section 31 a that performs
image processing for an image pickup signal (of an over-
head image) picked up by the image pickup unit 11a in-
putted via the receiving unit 3B and builds an overhead
image and an image recognition processing section 32a
that applies, for example, processing for recognizing a
distal end position of the treatment instrument or a place
near the distal end position as an image to the overhead
image.
[0068] The image processing unit 21 includes an im-
age processing section 33a that performs image
processing for superimposing, on the place recognized
as the image by the image recognition processing section
32a, a number for specifying the place and an image
recording section 34a including a frame memory or the
like that records an image image-processed by the image
processing section 33a.
[0069] When an overhead image is recorded in the im-
age recording section 34a (or the memory for control 24),
an overhead image generated by the image building sec-
tion 31 a and information concerning a place superim-
posed on the overhead image and a number may be
recorded in association with each other.
[0070] When an image is recorded in this way, since
information concerning a treated place or the like is re-
corded in association with the image, it is possible to
easily display information concerning a place and a
number in the past to be superimposed on an overhead
image picked up temporally later and easily display in-
formation concerning plural places treated and recorded
in the past and numbers to be superimposed on the over-
head image.
[0071] The image recording section 34a also includes
a function of temporarily recording an overhead image
to be displayed as a moving image besides an overhead
image for which the instruction operation for image re-
cording is performed by the image recording SW 9d. The
overhead image temporarily recorded in the image re-
cording section 34a or the like is displayed on the over-
head monitor 7 through the video signal output unit 25.
[0072] As explained with reference to Fig. 7 and the
like, the image recognition processing section 32a per-
forms image recognition processing for setting, for ex-
ample, a distal end portion of the treatment instrument
19 in a place, images of which are picked up by the main

cameras 4A and 5A, in an overhead image and specifying
the place, images of which are picked up by the main
cameras 4A and 5A, on the overhead image.
[0073] The image recognition processing in this case
is used to mean both a case in which the processor 6
side subjectively performs image processing for image
recognition and a case in which the surgeon as a subject
manually performs instruction operation for image rec-
ognition (in this case, the processor 6 performs supple-
mentary processing). The image recognition processing
may include one of the cases.
[0074] After the processing for specifying the place,
images of which are picked up by the main cameras 4A
and 5A, in the overhead image, the surgeon performs
the instruction operation for image recording, whereby,
in association with the place specified in the overhead
image and a number, setting information of the image
pickup of the place by the main cameras 4A and 5A is
recorded in the memory for control 24.
[0075] In this way, the main cameras 4A and 5A move
the places, images of which are picked up by the main
cameras 4A and 5A, in the overhead image and the set-
ting information of the place, images of which are also
picked up by the main cameras 4A and 5A, in the over-
head image in places to which the main cameras 4A and
5A move is recorded in association with each other in
time series. The information is history information. The
places can be specified by, for example, numbers.
[0076] In this embodiment, when bleeding or a state
close to bleeding, in a broader sense, a predetermined
change occurs or the surgeon recognizes the predeter-
mined change from the overhead image in a place al-
ready treated, instruction operation can be performed to
number places on the overhead image using the history
information and superimpose and display the places.
[0077] The surgeon performs selection of numbers as-
sociated with plural places displayed on the overhead
image, whereby the CPU 23 subjects the main cameras
4A and 5A to movement control with the camera driving
units 16a and 16b referring to setting information of the
places of the numbers and displays main images picked
up by the moved and set main cameras 4A and 5A on
the main monitor 8. The surgeon can quickly check a
state of bleeding in more detail from the main images.
[0078] The memory for control 24 forms recording
means for storing in advance, in preparation for a case
in which a predetermined change such as bleeding oc-
curs in a treated place, in other words, an overhead im-
age, an image area or a coordinate of a place where such
a predetermined change is likely to occur.
[0079] The image processing unit 22 includes an im-
age building section 31 b that performs image processing
for an image pickup signal (of a main image) picked up
by the image pickup unit 11b inputted via the transmitting
and receiving unit 4B and builds a main image, an image
processing section 33b that performs image processing
for superimposing a place and a number for specifying
the main image on the main image built by the image

11 12 



EP 2 425 761 B1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

building section 31b, and an image recording section 34b
including a frame memory and the like that records an
image subjected to the image processing by the image
processing section 33b.
[0080] As explained above, in this embodiment, when
the image recording SW 9d is operated when treatment
is applied to places to be respectively treatment targets
in an abdominal cavity, setting information such as image
pickup positions in which the places to be treatment tar-
gets are set as an observation field of view (an image
pickup field of view) by the main cameras 4A and 5A is
recorded in the memory for control 24 in time series. In
this case, information such as the image pickup positions
and the main images are recorded in association with
each other.
[0081] Therefore, as explained above, the memory for
control 24 forms recording means for recording informa-
tion such as image pickup positions by the main cameras
4A and 5A in the past as history information.
[0082] As explained with reference to Fig. 3, when in-
struction operation for history display is performed by the
surgeon from, for example, the information input section
9f, the CPU 23 performs control to read out information
concerning places and numbers from the history infor-
mation stored in the memory for control 24 included in
the recording means and display the numbers to be su-
perimposed on the places in the overhead image.
[0083] In other words, the CPU 23 has a function of
display control means for performing display control for
displaying a place recorded in the recording means, i.e.,
an image area or a coordinate to be superimposed on
an overhead image picked up by the overhead camera
3A functioning as the first image pickup means.
[0084] The overhead monitor 7 on which the place re-
corded in the recording means, in other words, the image
area or the coordinate is displayed to be superimposed
on the overhead image according to the display control
by the display control means forms display means sub-
jected to the display control by the display control means.
[0085] When a specific number is selected by the sur-
geon from numbers in the past superimposed and dis-
played on the overhead monitor 7, the CPU 23 performs
control to read out setting information of the main cam-
eras 4A and 5A recorded in association with a place of
the number from the memory for control 24 and drive the
camera driving units 16a and 16b to cause the main cam-
eras 4A and 5A to pick up images of the place of the
selected number.
[0086] Therefore, the CPU 23 configures movement
control means for subjecting, on the basis of setting in-
formation such as an image pickup position and an image
pickup direction from the memory for control 24, with the
camera driving units 16a and 16b, the main cameras 4A
and 5A included in the second image pickup means to
movement control to pick up the selected place. A con-
figuration including the CPU 23 and the camera driving
units 16a and 16b may be regarded as the movement
control means.

[0087] The movement control means also includes a
function of increasing zoom magnification by the main
cameras 4A and 5A to increase image pickup magnifi-
cation.
[0088] The surgeon selects a specific number as ex-
plained above, whereby, under the control by the CPU
23, the main cameras 4A and 5A are quickly moved to
pick up images of a place of the selected number by the
camera driving units 16a and 16b.
[0089] A main image picked up by the main camera
4A or 5A is displayed on the main monitor 8.
[0090] Therefore, the surgeon checks bleeding or a
state close to bleeding in an overhead image. When it is
necessary to check the state in more detail, the surgeon
can check the state quickly and in detail with simple op-
eration using main images by the main cameras 4A and
5A.
[0091] The medical apparatus 1 according to this em-
bodiment includes the first image pickup means includ-
ing, for example, the overhead camera 3A that is fixed
to a body wall and picks up an image of an inside of a
body cavity, the recording means including, for example,
the memory for control 24 that records in advance, in
preparation for a case in which a predetermined change
occurs, for example, in a first image as an overhead im-
age picked up by the first image pickup means, a prede-
termined image area in the first image or a coordinate
for specifying the predetermined image area, and the dis-
play means including, for example, the overhead monitor
7 that displays, in a case in which predetermined change
occurs in the first image, the image area or the coordinate
recorded by the recording means to be superimposed on
the first image picked up by the first pickup means.
[0092] Representative operations of this embodiment
are explained with reference to Fig. 3.
[0093] Fig. 3 shows main operations of the surgeon,
the camera operation I/F 9, the overhead camera 3A, the
first and second main cameras 4A and 5A, and the proc-
essor 6/(the overhead monitor 7 and the main monitor
8). In this case, an up to down vertical direction indicates
elapse of time.
[0094] As shown in Fig. 1, the surgeon fixes the over-
head camera 3A and the main cameras 4A and 5A in the
abdominal wall of the abdomen 2. Then, as shown in Fig.
3, the overhead camera 3A transmits a picked-up over-
head image to the processor 6. The processor 6 displays
the overhead image on the overhead monitor 7.
[0095] The surgeon observes the overhead image and
specifies a place necessary for treatment. The place is
represented as place P1. The surgeon operates the cam-
era operation I/F 9 such that images of the place P1 can
be picked up by the main cameras 4A and 5A.
[0096] In other words, the surgeon operates the pan
SW 9a, the tilt SW 9b, and the zoom SW 9c of the camera
operation I/F 9. Then, an operation signal of the camera
operation I/F 9 is sent to the CPU 23. The CPU 23 per-
forms movement instruction to instruct the main cameras
4A and 5A to pick up images of the place P1.
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[0097] Specifically, according to operation of the pan
SW 9a, the tilt SW 9b, and the zoom SW 9c, the CPU 23
drives the camera driving units 16a and 16b. The image
pickup units 11b and 11c of the main cameras 4A and
5A move (image pickup positions and directions) to pick
up images of the place P1. A main image set in a state
for picking up in detail, at a proper angle of view, the
images of the place P1 picked up by the main cameras
4A and 5A is transmitted to the processor 6.
[0098] A main image obtained by picking up an image
of the place P1 is displayed on the main monitor 8.
[0099] In order to perform treatment using a treatment
instrument in the place P1 while observing the overhead
image and the main image, the surgeon inserts the treat-
ment instrument 19 into an abdominal cavity via the trocar
10. The surgeon moves the distal end portion of the treat-
ment instrument 19 to the place P1 that the surgeon de-
sires to treat while looking at the treatment instrument 19
inserted in the abdominal cavity in the overhead image.
[0100] Then, a distal end side of the treatment instru-
ment 19 is displayed on the main monitor 8, on which the
place P1 is displayed in detail, together with the place
P1 about to be treated. A main image on the main monitor
8 shown in Fig. 1 indicates a display example in this case.
[0101] The surgeon determines whether the place P1
is to be recorded. When the surgeon attempts to perform
treatment in this place with the treatment instrument 19,
the surgeon performs operation for performing image re-
cording. Specifically, the surgeon operates the image re-
cording SW 9d. According to the operation, pan, tilt, and
zoom information (setting information) of the main cam-
eras 4A and 5A is transmitted to the processor 6 together
with time (hour) of this recording operation.
[0102] In the memory for control 24 in the processor
6, main images of the place P 1 picked up by the main
cameras 4A and 5A and the pan, tilt, and zoom informa-
tion, i.e., information concerning image pickup positions
and image pickup directions are recorded in association
with each other.
[0103] In the memory for control 24, a position of the
treatment instrument distal end (or an image area) re-
flected on the overhead image is, for example, subjected
to image recognition (including the case of specific op-
eration by the surgeon) and recorded in the memory for
control 24 in association with the place P1.
[0104] In this case, the surgeon may input a number
(e.g., N, N=1) of the recorded place P1 from the informa-
tion input section 9f or the place P1 may be set to auto-
matically affix a number 1 of an initial value according to
switch-on of the information input section 9f such that the
place P1 in the overhead image can be easily specified
from other places.
[0105] Consequently, in the memory for control 24, the
place P1 in the recorded overhead image can be speci-
fied by the number 1 and the setting information of the
main cameras 4A and 5A that pick up images of the place
P1 is recorded as history information (in which treated
places are recorded in time series) in association with

the place P1 and the number 1 of the overhead image.
The main images by the main cameras 4A and 5A are
also recorded in association with the place P1 and the
number 1 (in a state in which identification information is
further affixed).
[0106] Therefore, as explained below, when the sur-
geon designates or selects the number 1 of the place P1
and performs operation for a movement instruction, since
the setting information of the main cameras 4A and 5A
is recorded in association with the number 1, it is possible
to quickly move the main cameras 4A and 5A to a state
for picking up images of the place P1.
[0107] After making it possible to specify the place P1
in this way, as shown in Fig. 3, the surgeon starts treat-
ment for medical treatment using the treatment instru-
ment 19 in the place P1. After performing the treatment
in the place P1, the surgeon moves the place and per-
forms the same processing. In performing the process-
ing, in the same manner as the treatment performed in
the place P1, in other places P2 and P3 where treatment
is necessary, the surgeon records setting information of
the main cameras 4A and 5A in association with the plac-
es P2 and P3.
[0108] Fig. 5 shows a main image example displayed
on the main monitor 8 while the treatment is performed
by the treatment instrument in the place P3. In Fig. 5, a
number 3 of the place P3 is displayed on the main monitor
8.
[0109] While the treatment is performed by the treat-
ment instrument, for example, in the place P3 in this way,
the surgeon could recognize bleeding in the place P1,
for example, in a wide-angle overhead image.
[0110] Since the overhead image has a wide angle,
the surgeon cannot check a state of the bleeding in detail.
Therefore, the surgeon performs a display instruction for
displaying a history on the overhead image from the in-
formation input section 9f. The display instruction is input
to the CPU 23. The CPU 23 reads out information re-
corded in the memory for control 24 and performs a con-
trol operation for display of a history corresponding to the
information.
[0111] On the overhead monitor 7, histories of the plac-
es P1 to P3 recorded so far are displayed on the overhead
image according to the numbers 1 to 3. Fig. 4 shows a
display example of the histories. As shown in Fig. 4, on
the overhead image, a number N of a place PN is dis-
played to be superimposed on the places P1 to P3 re-
corded in the past. The order of the histories may be
displayed as indicated by dotted lines or may be not dis-
played. Therefore, the surgeon designates (selects) the
number 1 from the information input section 9f.
[0112] Then, a signal of this designation is input to the
CPU 23 of the processor 6. The CPU 23 performs a move-
ment instruction for moving the main cameras 4A and 5A
to the place P 1 of the number 1.
[0113] In the memory for control 24, the setting infor-
mation of the main cameras 4A and 5A is recorded in
association with the place P1 of the number 1. Therefore,
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the CPU 23 drives the camera driving units 16a and 16b
according to the setting information.
[0114] In the main cameras 4A and 5A, the image pick-
up units 11b and 11c are moved (driven) by pan, tilt, and
zoom of the setting information and moved and set in a
state for picking up an image of the place P1. A main
image picked up by the main camera 4A or 5A is dis-
played on the main monitor 8. Fig. 6 shows a display
example of the main image in this case. The surgeon can
check a bleeding state in detail according to the display
of the main image on the main monitor 8. The surgeon
quickly performs treatment corresponding to the bleeding
state according to a detailed check result.
[0115] As explained above, in this embodiment, the
place PN treated in the past where a predetermined
change such as bleeding in the overhead image is likely
to occur can be recorded as history information in ad-
vance in association with the setting information of the
main cameras 4A and 5A that pick up images of the place
PN and can be displayed on the display means. There-
fore, when the surgeon recognizes a predetermined
change such as bleeding in the treated place PN in the
overhead image, the surgeon can check the place PN
quickly and in detail with simple operation.
[0116] Therefore, this embodiment can reduce, when
the surgeon performs a surgical operation, operation per-
formed by the surgeon or the like and can provide the
medical apparatus 1 with which the surgeon can more
smoothly and easily perform the surgical operation.
[0117] As an image recognition method by the image
recognition processing section 32a, various methods can
be used as explained below. A left side in Fig. 7 indicates
an overhead image and a right side indicates a main im-
age. The same display is shown in FIGS. 8 and 9. In
FIGS. 10 and 11, an overhead image and a main image
are shown in an opposite arrangement.
[0118] The overhead image shown in Fig. 7 is divided
into plural image areas designated (specified) by, for ex-
ample, (i, j) with horizontal 1 to 6 and vertical a to e. The
overhead image is not limited to be divided into such a
number of divisions.
[0119] The surgeon checks in which image area in the
overhead image a display image corresponding to a dis-
play image (in Fig. 7, schematically indicated by a trian-
gle) of a main image equivalent to an image pickup place,
images of which are picked up by the main cameras 4A
and 5A, is present. In an example shown in Fig. 7, the
surgeon designates a place of an image area (5, b).
[0120] According to the designation, the surgeon spec-
ifies (recognizes) that the place of the image area (5, b)
in the overhead image is an image pickup coordinate or
an image pickup place, images of which are picked up
by the main cameras 4A and 5A.
[0121] When the place is represented as PN, the set-
ting information of the main cameras 4A and 5A is re-
corded in the memory for control 24 in association with
the place PN and the number N.
[0122] Fig. 8 shows a method of specifying an image

pickup position of the main cameras 4A and 5A in an
overhead image using a reference object such as oper-
ation equipment or a treatment instrument. In a main im-
age, only a vicinity of the distal end portion 19a (sche-
matically indicated by a circle) of the treatment instrument
is displayed. However, in the overhead image, the treat-
ment instrument is displayed in a wider range.
[0123] The surgeon checks where in the overhead im-
age the distal end portion 19a of the treatment instrument
in the main image is displayed. In this case, a place may
be designated as shown in Fig. 7. Alternatively, a position
of the main image in the overhead image, i.e., an image
pickup position of the main cameras 4A and 5A may be
specified using an edge image obtained by applying edge
treatment to the distal end portion 19a.
[0124] Fig. 9 shows a method of specifying an image
pickup position when a light source for irradiating light
such as a laser pointer is provided in the main cameras
4A or 5A. In an overhead image, for example, a portion
irradiated by light 42 of the light source is shown together
with an image of the main camera 5A.
[0125] On the other hand, in a main image, a portion
irradiated by the light 42 near a place (schematically in-
dicated by Δ) of which an image is picked up in enlarge-
ment by the main camera 5A, is displayed. A wavelength
of the light 42 is set to wavelength easily distinguished
from intra-body illumination light or a shape of the irradi-
ated light is set to be easily distinguished.
[0126] Consequently, the surgeon can easily specify
in which position in the overhead image an image pickup
position of the main camera 5A is located. In Figs. 7 to
9, a method in which the surgeon designates an image
pickup position of the main cameras 4A and 5A on the
overhead image is explained. On the other hand, image
recognition for specifying a relative position with an ap-
paratus such as the image recognition processing sec-
tion 32a on the processor 6 side may be performed as
explained below.
[0127] Fig. 10 shows a method of recognizing, with the
image processing section 33b, a characteristic portion of
a place of which an image is picked up, in a main image
as an image. The image processing section 33b recog-
nizes, for example, a shape of a distal end portion of a
treatment instrument in the place P1 as an image and
sets the recognized image as an image of the number 1
in the place P1.
[0128] A characteristic of the recognized image is sent
to the image recognition processing section 32a. The im-
age recognition processing section 32a finds an image
portion having the characteristic from an overhead im-
age. When the image recognition processing section 32a
determines that a portion having a correlation equal to
or larger than a threshold value is present in the overhead
image, the image recognition processing section 32a au-
tomatically marks the place P1 as a place corresponding
to the characteristic portion of the main image and auto-
matically marks a number of the place P1 as 1.
[0129] Fig. 11 shows an image recognition method for
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specifying an image pickup position of the main camera
4A or 5A using image information of the main camera 4A
or 5A reflected on an overhead image. A mark 43 is af-
fixed to, for example, an armor container of the main cam-
era 5A reflected on the overhead image. When a direction
of the image pickup unit 11b changes, the mark 43 also
changes.
[0130] The image recognition processing section 32a
estimates an image pickup position of the main camera
5A from a shape of the armor container of the main cam-
era 5A reflected on the overhead image and information
concerning the mark 43. In Fig. 11, a distal end portion
of an arrow of a dotted line is estimated as the image
pickup position of the main camera 5A. On the assump-
tion that the estimated position in the overhead image is
the place P1 where the main image is picked up, the
place P1 is automatically marked with the specified
number 1.
[0131] Besides, position sensors may be respectively
provided in the overhead camera 3A and the main cam-
eras 4A and 5A and relative positions in both the images
may be specified from detection information of the posi-
tion sensors.
[0132] The overhead camera 3A is in a fixed state, the
position sensor may be provided only on the side of the
main cameras 4A and 5A.
[0133] In the example explained in the embodiment,
the overhead image of the overhead camera 3A is dis-
played on the overhead monitor 7 using the one overhead
camera 3A and the two main cameras 4A and 5A and
the main image of selected one main camera of the two
main cameras 4A and 5A is displayed on the main mon-
itor 8.
[0134] This embodiment is not limited to a case of such
a display form. For example, as shown in Fig. 12A, a
main image of each of the two main cameras 4A and 5A
may be divided into two and displayed on the main mon-
itor 8.
[0135] Two main monitors may be provided to display
main images of the main cameras 4A and 5A.
[0136] One monitor 7B may be provided instead of the
overhead monitor 7 and the main monitor 8. In this case,
the monitor 7B may be divided into two as shown in Fig.
12B to display an overhead image and a main image of
selected one main camera. As shown in Fig. 12C, a main
image display area in Fig. 12B may be further divided
into two to simultaneously display two main images.
[0137] As shown in Fig. 12D, an overhead image and
a main image may be displayed as parent and child im-
ages or one of the overhead image and the main image
may be displayed as a reduced image (a thumbnail im-
age).
[0138] In the case of Fig. 12D, for example, a main
image by one main camera is shown in a state displayed
as a parent image (an unreduced image), the overhead
image is shown in a state displayed as a reduced image,
and a main image of the other main camera is shown in
a state displayed as a reduced image.

[0139] The display of Fig. 12D may be able to be dis-
played with the parent image and the reduced image in-
terchanged by an image selection switch. A medical ap-
paratus may be configured by one overhead camera 3A
and one main camera 4A. In this case, the medical ap-
paratus may be configured to use the overhead monitor
7 and the main monitor 8 or may be configured to use
one monitor 7B.
[0140] In the case of two monitors, the overhead image
and the main image are respectively displayed on the
monitors. On the other hand, in the case of the one mon-
itor 7B, the overhead image and the main image may be
displayed as shown in Fig. 12B. The main image and the
overhead image may be displayed as parent and child
images similar to those shown in Fig. 12D.
[0141] Image storing means for storing an overhead
image and a main image as thumbnail images and
thumbnail display means for displaying the thumbnail im-
ages may be provided. The thumbnail images may be
recorded (stored) in time series or may be recorded only
when the surgeon records the thumbnail images.
[0142] When an image is recorded, selection of record-
ing as an unreduced image and recording as a reduced
image may be able to be performed. A comment may be
able to be recorded in association with the image or may
be additionally recorded.
[0143] As explained above, according to this embodi-
ment, the place PN treated in the past where a predeter-
mined change such as bleeding is likely to occur in an
overhead image can be recorded as history information
in advance in association with the setting information of
the main cameras 4A and 5A that pickup images of the
place and can be displayed on the display means. There-
fore, when the surgeon recognizes a predetermined
change such as bleeding in the treated place PN in the
overhead image, there is an effect that the surgeon can
easily check the place PN quickly and in detail with simple
operation.
[0144] In the first embodiment explained above, when
a situation that the surgeon desires to check such as
bleeding occurs in a place treated in the past, the surgeon
can perform operation for displaying histories of plural
places treated in the past.
[0145] On the other hand, as in a modification ex-
plained below, when monitoring means for monitoring a
predetermined change such as bleeding is provided for
places treated in the past to recognize (detect) the pre-
determined change, the places may be able to be notified
to the surgeon. Fig. 13A shows a medical apparatus 1B
according to a modification of the first embodiment.
[0146] In the medical apparatus 1B, in the processor
6 in the medical apparatus 1 shown in Fig. 1, a change
monitoring section 51, as monitoring means for monitor-
ing (recognizing) whether a predetermined change such
as bleeding occurs in an image area portion set in a place
treated in the past, is provided.
[0147] As shown in Fig. 13B, the change monitoring
section 51 includes a feature value detecting section 52
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that detects (extracts), from a past (overhead) image, a
feature value of an image area set in a treated place in
the image, a feature value recording section 53 that
records the detected past feature value, and a determin-
ing section (recognizing section) 54 that sets the feature
value as reference image data, compares the feature val-
ue with a feature value of image data in the same image
area in a future (present) overhead image, and deter-
mines (or recognizes) presence or absence of (the oc-
currence of)a predetermined change.
[0148] In this modification, after treatment is performed
in places, immediately before a place to be treated is
moved, at least images of image areas set in the treated
places in an overhead image are recorded in the record-
ing means such as the memory for control 24 as past
images. In this case, the images may be recorded ac-
cording to instruction operation by the surgeon or the
movement may be recognized as an image and an image
immediately before the movement may be recorded.
[0149] In Fig. 13B, the feature value detecting section
52 is configured by a configuration example including the
feature value detecting section 52a that detects a feature
value from a past image and the feature value detecting
section 52b that detects a feature value from a present
image. However, one of the feature value detecting sec-
tions 52a and 52b may be used in common.
[0150] For example, when a present state of treatment
shown in Fig. 13A is, for example, treatment performed
in the place P3, predetermined image areas R1 and R2
set respectively in the places P1 and P2 in a past over-
head image are set.
[0151] In Fig. 13A, the image areas R1 and R2 shown
on the overhead image indicate a setting example there-
of. The image areas R1 and R2 do not always need to
be displayed as an image (selection of display may be
able to be performed by an option function).
[0152] A feature value extracted in the image area R1
of the past place P1 and a feature value extracted in the
image area R2 of the past place P2 are recorded in the
feature value recording section 53.
[0153] The determining section 54 determines whether
the past feature values and feature values extracted in
the same image areas R1 and R2 in an overhead image
acquired at present change by an amount equal to or
larger than a threshold set in advance.
[0154] When the feature values do not change by an
amount equal to or larger than the threshold, the change
monitoring section 51 continues the same processing,
for example, after a predetermined time interval. On the
other hand, when the feature values change by an
amount equal to or larger than the threshold, the deter-
mining section 54 outputs a determination result to the
CPU 23. The CPU 23 displays, for example, a number
to be superimposed on a place or an image area corre-
sponding to the determination result in an overhead im-
age displayed at present and informs the surgeon that it
is likely that bleeding occurs.
[0155] When the surgeon desires to check the place

or the image area in more detail according to the infor-
mation, the surgeon designates the number. The CPU
23 controls to move the main cameras 4A and 5A to pick
up images of the place.
[0156] As a method of information in this case, the CPU
23 may perform display for requesting the surgeon to
confirm whether the surgeon desires to check the place
or the image area in more detail or desires to move the
main cameras 4A and 5A.
[0157] When the surgeon replies that the surgeon de-
sires to check the place or the image area in more detail
or move the main cameras 4A and 5A, the CPU 23 con-
trols to move the main cameras 4A and 5A. On the main
monitor 8, a main image by the main camera 4A or 5A
is displayed and the surgeon can check the main image
in detail.
[0158] The feature value detecting section 52 (shown
in the case in which the feature value detecting section
52a or 52b is used in common) includes a color distribu-
tion feature value detecting section 55a that detects a
color distribution of an image of an image area as a fea-
ture value, for example, as shown in Fig. 13C and a
shape/contour feature value detecting section 55b that
detects a shape or a contour of the image of the image
area as a feature value.
[0159] The determining section 54 compares the fea-
ture values and determines presence or absence of a
predetermined change such as bleeding. For example,
when a place treated and recorded in the past bleeds, a
color distribution characteristic of red increases to corre-
spond to the bleeding. Therefore, the determining section
54 can easily determine from a detection output of the
color distribution feature value detecting section 55a that
the place bleeds.
[0160] When a shape or a contour of a bleeding portion
changes, the shape/contour feature value detecting sec-
tion 55b detects the change. The determining section 54
determines from an output of the detection that the por-
tion bleeds.
[0161] According to this modification, from a predeter-
mined image area in a treated place in a past overhead
image recorded on the processor 6 side of the medical
apparatus 1B, a feature value of the image area is ex-
tracted and recorded, it is monitored whether the feature
value temporally changes by an amount equal to or larger
than a predetermined threshold, and, when the feature
value changes by an amount equal to or larger than the
predetermined threshold, the surgeon is informed of the
place and the like.
[0162] Therefore, according to this modification, be-
sides the effects of the first embodiment, the surgeon
can more concentratedly treat a place being currently
treated and operability for the surgeon can be improved.
This modification can provide the medical apparatus 1B
in an environment in which the surgeon can easily per-
form a surgical operation.
[0163] In this modification, when the determining sec-
tion 54 determines that the predetermined change oc-
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curs, the CPU 23 may be set to perform control to move
one of the two main cameras 4A and 5A such that, for
example one of the two main cameras 4A and 5A auto-
matically picks up a place where the change occurs. The
surgeon can quickly check, with one main camera, a state
in which a predetermined change such as bleeding oc-
curs. According to a check result, the surgeon may per-
form instruction operation for returning moved one main
camera to a state before the movement or perform in-
struction operation for moving the other main camera in
the same manner as one camera. • In a variant not cov-
ered by the claimed invention, a configuration includes
one main camera and an endoscope without including
the overhead camera 3A. In this case, since an overhead
image is not obtained, a place and a number in an over-
head image and setting information of an image pickup
position by the main camera cannot be associated with
each other. However, the surgeon performs operation
for image recording to thereby associate, during opera-
tion for image recording by the main camera, setting in-
formation, a place, and a number with the memory for
control 24 of the processor 6 and simultaneously records
an hour during the operation.
[0164] The surgeon can display a past history of im-
ages picked up by the main camera.
[0165] Therefore, while the surgeon performs a surgi-
cal operation using, for example, the one main camera
and the endoscope (a rigid endoscope or a flexible en-
doscope), when the surgeon recognizes (finds) a prede-
termined change such as bleeding in a place treated in
the past by the endoscope, the surgeon only has to per-
form operation for displaying a past history in a main im-
age recorded by the main camera.
[0166] In reproduced images of a past main image dis-
played on the main monitor 8, the surgeon specifies a
place (or a number) of a reproduced image correspond-
ing to the place where the predetermined change is rec-
ognized by the endoscope. The surgeon only has to per-
form instruction operation to move the main camera to
the place of the number.
[0167] Then, the main camera quickly moves to the
place where the surgeon recognizes the bleeding or the
like and displays a picked-up image on the main monitor
8. Therefore, the surgeon can recognize a state of the
bleeding or the like in detail.
[0168] The modification is explained in the case of one
main camera and the endoscope. However, the modifi-
cation can be applied in the same manner in a case of
two main cameras and an endoscope.

(Second Embodiment)

[0169] Fig. 14 shows a medical apparatus 1C accord-
ing to a second embodiment of the present invention.
The medical apparatus 1C according to this embodiment
includes an overhead camera 3C that picks up an image
of an entire inside of an abdominal cavity at a wide angle
and a main camera 4C that observes the inside of the

abdominal cavity in enlargement, the overhead camera
3C and the main camera 4C being fixed to an abdominal
wall of the abdomen 2, a processor 6C, an overhead
monitor 7 that displays an overhead image by the over-
head camera 3C, the main monitor 8 that displays a main
image by the main camera 4C, and a not-shown camera
operation I/F.
[0170] The processor 6C is configured to perform
transmission of a signal between the overhead camera
3C and the main camera 4C by wire in the processor 6
according to the first embodiment or the processor 6B
according to the modification. Further, this embodiment
includes functions explained below.
[0171] Fig. 15 shows display images of the overhead
monitor 7 and the main monitor 8. In an overhead image,
an enlarged image display range frame (hereinafter sim-
ply referred to as display frame) serving as a mark 61 for
always showing which part the main camera 4C projects.
For this purpose, six-axis sensors are mounted on the
cameras 3C and 4C. The processor 6B can always grasp
an image pickup position and an image pickup direction.
[0172] When a place desired to be observed in en-
largement on an overhead image is clicked with a cursor
62, the main camera 4C moves to display the clicked
place. The place is displayed in enlargement as shown
on a right side of Fig. 15. The display range frame serving
as the mark 61 moves according to the movement of the
main camera 4C.
[0173] When, for example, a right click of a mouse as
operating means for the cursor 62 is continued, enlarge-
ment magnification of the main camera 4C increases.
When a left click is continued, the enlargement magnifi-
cation decreases.
[0174] The main camera 4C can measure a distance
between the main camera 4C and a surface 65 of a treat-
ment target organ (place) according to a following pro-
cedure by emitting infrared rays from infrared ray emitting
sections 64a and 64b provided at both ends of the main
camera 4C.
[0175] As shown in Fig. 16,

1) the infrared rays are emitted from both the ends
of the main camera 4C along a field of view direction
of the main camera 4C to an inner side in the field
of view direction.
An overlapping range of the emitted infrared rays
increases according to a distance from the main
camera 4C. Therefore, as shown in Fig. 17,
2) positions of the infrared rays are grasped on a
screen of a main image and the distance is calculated
from a tilt of the infrared ray emission in an overlap-
ping position.

[0176] In this embodiment, an inside of an abdominal
cavity can be observed through an overhead image and
a display range of an enlarged observation image by the
main camera 4C is always superimposed on the over-
head image. Therefore, a user such as a surgeon can
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grasp more easily than in the past which part of the entire
inside of the abdominal cavity the user is observing.
[0177] Simply by clicking a place desired to be ob-
served in enlargement on the overhead image, the main
camera 4C automatically moves and can display the tar-
get place. An image that the surgeon desires to obtain
can be displayed more conveniently and quickly than in
the past.

(Variant 1)

[0178] Fig. 18 shows a medical apparatus 1D. The
medical apparatus 1D according to this variant includes
an overhead camera 3D that is fixed to an abdominal
wall of the abdomen 2 and picks up an image of an entire
inside of an abdominal cavity at a wide angle, a processor
6D that performs image processing and the like for the
overhead camera 3D, the overhead monitor 7 that dis-
plays an overhead image by the overhead camera 3D,
and the camera operation I/F 9. Besides the overhead
monitor 7, a monitor (for an enlarged image) 8’ (indicated
by a dotted line) that displays an enlarged image by elec-
tronic zoom may be provided. The overhead camera 3D
and the processor 6D are shown as a configuration for
performing transmission of a signal by wire but may be
configured to perform transmission of a signal by radio.
[0179] The overhead camera 3D includes an image
pickup unit 11d including a high-resolution image pickup
element. The image pickup unit 11d picks up an entire
inside of an abdominal cavity at a wide angle. The proc-
essor 6D includes a processing function for applying area
selection to an overhead image picked up by the image
pickup unit 11d through operation of the camera opera-
tion I/F 9 and displaying an area selected by the area
selection in enlargement through electronic zoom.
[0180] For example, Fig. 19A shows an overhead im-
age displayed on the overhead monitor 7 in a state in
which the electronic zoom is not performed. In the over-
head image, images of a place A and a place B as two
area explained later are included. Fig. 19B shows an en-
larged image in which the place B as a selected area is
displayed in enlargement by the electronic zoom. When
the monitor 8’ is provided, the enlarged image is dis-
played on the monitor 8’. When only one overhead mon-
itor 7 is provided, the enlarged image is displayed on the
overhead monitor 7.
[0181] This variant is configured to realize, with the
high-resolution overhead camera 3D, both a function of
an overhead camera that surveys the entire inside of the
abdominal cavity and a function similar to the function of
the main camera, an image pickup position of which is
moved, explained above.
[0182] The processor 6D incorporates the image
processing unit 21 including the change monitoring sec-
tion 51 explained with reference to Fig. 13A. The surgeon
can apply treatment to a treatment target region in the
abdominal cavity with the treatment instrument 10 while
observing an overhead image. The processor 6D in-

cludes the memory for control 24 and the video signal
output unit 25 in Fig. 13A.
[0183] Operations in this variant are explained with ref-
erence to Fig. 20.
[0184] In first step S1, an image of the entire inside of
the abdominal cavity is picked up by the overhead cam-
era 3D. The processor 6D displays an overhead image
on the overhead monitor 7. A display example of the over-
head image is, for example, as shown in Fig. 19A. The
surgeon can grasp a state of the entire inside of the ab-
dominal cavity by observing the overhead image.
[0185] As shown in step S2, in order to treat the place
A, the surgeon selects the place A through operation of
area selection of the camera operation I/F 9 to make it
possible to observe the place A in more detail in the over-
head image shown in Fig. 19A.
[0186] According to the operation of area selection in
step S2, as shown in step S3, area information of the
selected place A is recorded in the processor 6D. As
shown in step S4, the processor 6D applies processing
of electronic zoom for enlarging an image of the place A
part to the selected place A. As shown in Fig. 19B, the
image part of the place A is displayed in enlargement.
[0187] The surgeon starts treatment using the treat-
ment instrument 10 as shown in step S5 while observing
the enlarged image. Thereafter, when the surgeon ends
the treatment, as shown in step S6, the electronic zoom
is stopped. As in the case of step S1, an overhead image
obtained by picking up an image of the entire inside of
the abdominal cavity is displayed on the overhead mon-
itor 7.
[0188] As shown in step S7, the change monitoring
section 51 in the processor 6D records an image (for
which the treatment ends) of the place A as a past image
and records a feature value of the image (as a reference
feature value used for determination of a change).
[0189] Thereafter, as shown in step S8, the change
monitoring section 51 acquires a feature value of the
place A at every predetermined time interval, compares
the feature value with the reference feature value, and
determines (recognizes) presence or absence of a pre-
determined change.
[0190] In determining presence or absence of a pre-
determined change, as explained with reference to Fig.
13C, the change monitoring section 51 determines
whether, for example, a feature value of a color distribu-
tion by the color distribution feature value detecting sec-
tion 55a and a feature value of a shape or a contour by
the shape/contour feature value detecting section 55b
change by an amount equal to or larger than a threshold
set in advance.
[0191] In this case, to make the determination less sus-
ceptible to an influence due to a periphery of the place
A to be determined, for example, concerning a designat-
ed color, a temporal spread of a range or an area of the
color may be detected. Determination processing for
presence or absence of a change at the predetermined
time interval in Fig. 8 is shown in step S9.
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[0192] In the case of a determination result indicating
absence of the predetermined change in step S9, the
surgeon continues a surgical operation. For example,
when the surgeon attempts to treat another place B dif-
ferent from the place A (according to the same operation
as that in the case of step S2), in step S 10, the surgeon
performs area selection, i.e., selects the place B in the
overhead image shown in Fig. 19A.
[0193] According to the operation for area selection in
step S10, as shown in step S11, the processor 6D records
area information of the selected place B. As shown in
step S12, the processor 6D applies processing of elec-
tronic zoom for enlarging an image of the place B part to
the selected place B.
[0194] The surgeon starts treatment using the treat-
ment instrument 10 as shown in step S 13 while observing
the enlarged image. Thereafter, when surgeon ends the
treatment as shown in step S 14, the electronic zoom is
stopped. As in the case of step S1, an overhead image
obtained by picking up an image of the entire inside of
the abdominal cavity is displayed on the overhead mon-
itor 7.
[0195] When treatment of another place (a place C) is
further performed, the processing in step S7 and subse-
quent step is performed in the same manner (however,
the place A in step S7 is read as the place B and the
place B in step S10 is read as the place C).
[0196] On the other hand, after the treatment of the
place B in step S 14, when the surgeon attempts to end
the surgical operation, the surgeon ends the processing
shown in Fig. 20.
[0197] In the case of a determination result indicating
presence of a change in the determination processing in
step S9, as shown in step S 15, the processor 6D displays
warning information (or notice information) indicating
presence of a change on the overhead monitor 7. Spe-
cifically, the processor 6D displays warning information
indicating that a change such as bleeding from a state
immediately after the treatment is present in the place A.
[0198] The surgeon performs a check or the like cor-
responding to the warning information as shown in step
S 16. The surgeon can check a state of the place A in
response to the warning information and, when treatment
is necessary according to a check result, quickly perform
the treatment. When treatment is unnecessary, the sur-
geon can check the unnecessity of treatment. After the
processing in step S16, the surgeon ends the processing
shown in Fig. 20.
[0199] According to this variant for performing such op-
erations, since the overhead camera 3D including the
high-resolution image pickup element 11d is used, ef-
fects substantially the same as those in the case of the
modification of the first embodiment can be obtained.
[0200] In this variant, an overhead image and an en-
larged image obtained by enlarging a part of the overhead
image can be displayed by one camera (image pickup
means) including one high-resolution image pickup unit
11d. Therefore, a surgical operation can be smoothly per-

formed with work simpler than work performed when plu-
ral cameras are set in a body cavity.

(Variant 2)

[0201] Fig. 21 shows a medical apparatus 1E accord-
ing to a second variant. The medical apparatus 1E ac-
cording to this variant includes first and second main
cameras 4E and 5E that are fixed on the abdominal wall
of the abdomen 2 and pick up images of an inside of an
abdominal cavity respectively at narrow angles, a proc-
essor 6E, main monitors 8A and 8B that respectively dis-
play main images by the first and second main cameras
4E and 5E, and the camera operation I/F 9. In Fig. 21,
the medical apparatus 1E is shown in a configuration
example for performing transmission of a signal by wire.
[0202] The first and second main cameras 4E and 5E
are image pickup means for enabling change (move-
ment) of an area of which an image is picked up, by pan
and tilt and also enabling zoom. For example, the first
and second main cameras 4E and 5E can be realized by
the same configuration as that of the main cameras 4
and 5 shown in Fig. 13A. Alternatively, the first and sec-
ond main cameras 4E and 5E may have a structure in
which setting positions in the abdominal cavity of the main
cameras 4E and 5E can be moved. In this case, the func-
tions of pan and tile are not always necessary.
[0203] At least one of the main cameras 4E and 5E
can be set in a state of a considerably wide angle when
zoom is set to minimum magnification. In other words,
one main camera has a function close to an overhead
camera.
[0204] One main camera can set an image pickup area
of the other main camera in an image pickup area of one
main camera and grasp the image pickup area of the
other main camera.
[0205] The processor 6E incorporates the image
processing unit 22, the CPU for camera driving control
23, the memory for control 24, and the video signal output
unit 25. The image processing unit 22 shown in Fig. 21
includes the change monitoring section 51 explained with
reference to Fig. 13A.
[0206] In this variant, grasp of position information be-
tween the two main cameras 4E and 5E can be performed
by the method explained with reference to Figs. 7 to 11
above.
[0207] This variant is a configuration example having
functions similar to those in the first variant using the two
main cameras 4E and 5E.
[0208] A representative operation example according
to this variant is explained with reference to a flowchart
of Fig. 22.
[0209] In first step S21, the surgeon specifies an area
(the place A) where the first main camera 4E is intended
to be set and sets the area as an image pickup area of
which an image is picked up. In other words, the surgeon
moves and sets the main camera 4E and performs setting
of pan, tilt, and the like such that the main camera 4E
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can pick up an image of the place A to be treated.
[0210] In step S22, concerning the second main cam-
era 5E, the surgeon also sets the place A to be treated
to be included in an image pickup area.
[0211] Besides the method in which the surgeon per-
forms the setting of the main camera 5E, the setting of
the main camera 5E may be automatically performed us-
ing, for example, relative position information with the
main camera 4E and shape recognition for an object such
as the distal end portion of the treatment instrument 10
set in the place A to be treated.
[0212] In next step S23, the processor 6E records area
information (information concerning the place A) of the
main cameras 4E and 5E.
[0213] In next step S24, the surgeon starts treatment
using the treatment instrument 10 in the place A. In this
case, the surgeon performs the treatment while observ-
ing main images picked up by the main cameras 4E and
5E. Then, the surgeon ends the treatment in the place A.
[0214] In step S25, the processor 6E records an image
of the place A, for which the treatment ends, as a past
image. The change monitoring section 51 records a fea-
ture value of the place A as a reference feature value.
[0215] In the next step S26, the change monitoring sec-
tion 51 acquires a feature value of the place A at every
predetermined time interval, compares the feature value
with the reference feature value, and determines (recog-
nizes) presence or absence of a predetermined change.
[0216] In determining presence or absence of a pre-
determined change, as explained with reference to Fig.
13C, the change monitoring section 51 determines
whether, for example, a feature value of a color distribu-
tion by the color distribution feature value detecting sec-
tion 55a and a feature value of a shape or a contour by
the shape/contour feature value detecting section 55b
change by an amount equal to or larger than a threshold
set in advance. Determination processing for presence
or absence of a change at the predetermined time interval
in Fig. 22 is shown in step S27.
[0217] In the case of a determination result indicating
absence of the predetermined change in step S27, the
surgeon continues a surgical operation. For example,
when the surgeon attempts to treat another place B dif-
ferent from the place A, in step S28, the surgeon specifies
the place B and sets the main camera 4E to pick up an
image of the place B. A main image by the main camera
4E is displayed on the main monitor 8A.
[0218] In step S29, the surgeon sets the main camera
5E to pickup an image of the place B. A main image by
the main camera 5E is displayed on the main monitor
8B. In step S30, the main camera 5E is set in a state in
which the main camera 5E picks up an image of the place
A at a predetermined time interval.
[0219] The surgeon starts treatment using the treat-
ment instrument 10 as shown in step S31 while observing
the main image. Thereafter, the surgeon ends the treat-
ment, as shown in step S32.
[0220] On the other hand, in the case of a determina-

tion result indicating presence of a change in the deter-
mination processing in step S27, as shown in step S33,
the processor 6E displays warning information (or notice
information) indicating presence of a change on the over-
head monitor 8A or the like.
[0221] The surgeon performs a check or the like cor-
responding to the warning information as shown in step
S34. The surgeon can check a state of the place A in
response to the warning information and, when treatment
is necessary according to a check result, quickly perform
the treatment. When treatment is unnecessary, the sur-
geon can check the unnecessity of treatment. After the
processing in step S34, the surgeon ends the processing
shown in Fig. 22.
[0222] According to this variant for performing such op-
erations, effects substantially the same as those in the
modification of the first embodiment can be obtained. In
this case, the effects substantially the same as those in
the modification of the first embodiment can be obtained
by using two cameras (image pickup means). Therefore,
the surgeon can smoothly perform a surgical operation
with simple work.

Claims

1. A medical apparatus (1; 1B; 1C; 1D; 1E) comprising:

an overhead camera section (3; 3C; 3D; 4E)
adapted to be fixed to an abdominal wall (2) of
a living body and adapted to pick up an overhead
image of an inside of the abdominal cavity at a
wide angle;
at least one main camera section (4, 5; 4C; 4E,
5E) that is movable by panning and tilting and
that is adapted to be fixed to the abdominal wall
and to pick up images of the inside of the ab-
dominal cavity at narrower angles compared
with the overhead camera section (3; 3C; 3D;
4E);
at least one camera driving unit (16a, 16b)
adapted to move a place whose image is picked
up by the at least one main camera section (4,
5; 4C; 4E, 5E), the at least one camera driving
unit (16a, 16b) having a pan function, a tilt func-
tion, and a zoom function;
a camera operation interface (9) adapted to out-
put instruction signals for pan, tilt, and zoom;
position detecting units (17a, 17b) adapted to
detect information concerning image pickup po-
sitions by detecting setting information of pan,
tilt, and zoom by the camera driving units (16a,
16b);
a position information acquiring section (23b)
adapted to record the setting information;
a recording section (24, 34a, 34b) adapted to
record the overhead image and information con-
cerning image pickup positions in the overhead
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image of picked-up images of the at least one
main camera section (4, 5) and the positions
concerning a place, images of which are picked
up by the at least one main camera section (4,
5) in the overhead image; and
display control means (21, 23) adapted to con-
trol a display (7, 8, 7B; 8A, 8B) to display the
recorded place superimposed on the overhead
image.

2. The medical apparatus according to claim 1, further
comprising a treatment instrument (19) for perform-
ing treatment in an image pickup range of the over-
head camera section (3; 3C; 3D; S1, 4E, 5E).

3. The medical apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the display control means (21, 23) are adapted to
control a display (7, 8, 7B; 8A, 8B) to dividedly dis-
play, on one screen, the overhead image picked up
by the overhead camera section (3; 3C; 3D; S1, 4E,
5E) and the picked-up image picked up by the at
least one main camera section (4, 5; 4C; S4; 4E, 5E).

4. The medical apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the display control means (21, 23) are adapted to
display in reduction, on one screen, one of the over-
head image picked up by the overhead camera sec-
tion (3; 3C; 3D; S1, 4E, 5E) and the picked-up image
picked up by the at least one main camera section
(4, 5; 4C; S4; 4E, 5E).

5. The medical apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the medical apparatus (1; 1B; 1C; 1D; 1E) is adapted
to record, upon recording the image area or the co-
ordinate in the recording section (24, 34a, 34b) in
advance, the picked-up image by the at least one
main camera section (4, 5; 4C; S4; 4E, 5E), the in-
formation concerning the image pickup position, and
the information concerning the image pickup direc-
tion of the at least one main camera section (4, 5) in
association with the image area or the coordinate in
a state in which the image area or the coordinate is
set in an image pickup position whose image is
picked up by the at least one main camera section
(4, 5; 4C; S4; 4E, 5E).

6. The medical apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the medical apparatus (1; 1B; 1C; 1D; 1E) is adapted
to display, when instruction operation for displaying
the image area or the coordinate to be superimposed
on the overhead image picked up by the overhead
camera section (3; 3C; 3D; S1, 4E, 5E) is performed,
past history information of the image area or the co-
ordinate recorded in the recording section (24, 34a,
34b) before the instruction operation.

7. The medical apparatus according to claim 1 or claim
2, further comprising a monitoring section (32a; 51)

adapted to monitor whether, in image information of
a present image area corresponding to a past image
area recorded in the recording section (24, 34a, 34b),
an image change from image information of the past
image area occurs,
wherein the monitoring section (32a; 51) includes a
feature value detecting section (52) adapted to de-
tect a first feature value of an image of the past image
area and a second feature value of an image of the
present image area and a determining section (54)
adapted to compare the first feature value and the
second feature value and to determine occurrence
of the image change.

8. The medical apparatus according to claim 7, wherein
the monitoring section (32a; 51) is adapted to mon-
itor whether bleeding equal to or larger than a thresh-
old value occurs as the image change.

9. The medical apparatus according to claim 7 or claim
8, wherein the monitoring section (32) is adapted to
perform control to move the at least one main camera
section (4, 5; 4C; S4; 4E, 5E) such that the at least
one main camera section (4, 5; 4C; S4; 4E, 5E) picks
up an image of an image area where it is determined
that the image change occurs, when the monitoring
section (32a; 51) determines that the image change
occurs.

10. The medical apparatus according to claim 9, wherein
the monitoring section (32a; 51) is adapted to per-
form control to move the at least one main camera
section (4, 5; 4C; S4; 4E, 5E) such that the at least
one main camera section (4, 5; 4C; S4; 4E, 5E) picks
up an image of an image area where it is determined
that the bleeding occurs, when the monitoring sec-
tion (32a; 51) determines that bleeding equal to or
larger than a threshold value occurs as the image
change from the image information of the past image
area recorded in the recording section (24, 34a, 34b)
at an end of treatment of a treatment instrument for
performing the treatment.

11. The medical apparatus according to claim 8, wherein
the monitoring section (32a; 51) includes a feature
value detecting section (52) adapted to detect a first
feature value of an image of the past image area and
a second feature value of an image of the present
image area and a determining section (54) adapted
to compare the first feature value and the second
feature value and to determine occurrence of bleed-
ing as the image change.

12. The medical apparatus according to claim 7, wherein
the feature value detecting section (52) includes a
color distribution feature value detecting section
(55a) adapted to detect a color distribution feature
value in an image of the past image area and a color
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distribution feature value in an image of the present
image area or a shape/contour feature value detect-
ing section adapted to detect a feature value of a
shape or a contour in the image of the past image
area and a feature value of a shape or a contour in
the image of the present image area.

13. A medical apparatus according to any of the previous
claims, comprising two main camera sections (4, 5;
4C; S4; 4E, 5E).

Patentansprüche

1. Medizinisches Gerät (1; 1B; 1C; 1D; 1E), das um-
fasst:

einen Overhead-Kameraabschnitt (3; 3C; 3D;
4E), der dazu eingerichtet ist, an einer Bauch-
decke (2) eines lebenden Körpers fixiert zu wer-
den, und der dazu eingerichtet ist, ein Over-
headbild eines Inneren der Bauchhöhle unter ei-
nem Weitwinkel aufzunehmen;
mindestens einen Hauptkameraabschnitt (4, 5;
4C; 4E, 5E), der durch Schwenken und Kippen
bewegbar ist und der dazu eingerichtet ist, an
der Bauchdecke fixiert zu werden und Bilder des
Inneren der Bauchhöhle unter engeren Winkeln
aufzunehmen als der Overhead-Kameraab-
schnitt (3; 3C; 3D; 4E);
mindestens eine Kameraantriebseinheit (16a,
16b), die dazu eingerichtet ist, einen Ort zu be-
wegen, dessen Bild durch den mindestens ei-
nen Hauptkameraabschnitt (4, 5; 4C; 4E, 5E)
aufgenommen wird, wobei die mindestens eine
Kameraantriebseinheit (16a, 16b) eine
Schwenkfunktion, eine Kippfunktion und eine
Zoomfunktion hat;
eine Kamerabetätigungsschnittstelle (9), die da-
zu eingerichtet ist, Befehlssignale zum Schwen-
ken, Kippen, und Zoomen auszugeben;
Positionserfassungseinheiten (17a, 17b), die
dazu eingerichtet sind, durch Erfassen einer
Einstellinformation zum Schwenken, Kippen
und Zoomen durch die Kameraantriebseinhei-
ten (16a, 16b) eine Information bezüglich Bild-
aufnahmepositionen zu erfassen;
einen Positionsinformationsaufnahmeabschnitt
(23b), der dazu eingerichtet ist, die Einstellinfor-
mation aufzuzeichnen;
einen Aufzeichnungsabschnitt (24, 34a, 34b),
der dazu eingerichtet ist, das Overheadbild und
eine Information bezüglich Bildaufnahmepositi-
onen von aufgenommenen Bildern des mindes-
tens einen Hauptkameraabschnitts (4, 5) in dem
Overheadbild und die Positionen bezüglich ei-
nes Orts, von dem durch den mindestens einen
Hauptkameraabschnitt (4, 5) Bilder aufgenom-

men werden, in dem Overheadbild aufzuzeich-
nen; und
ein Anzeigesteuerungsmittel (21, 23), das dazu
eingerichtet ist, eine Anzeige (7, 8, 7B; 8A, 8B)
zu steuern, um den aufgezeichneten Ort dem
Overheadbild überlagert anzuzeigen.

2. Medizinisches Gerät gemäß Anspruch 1, das ferner
ein Behandlungsinstrument (19) zum Durchführen
einer Behandlung in einem Bildaufnahmebereich
des Overhead-Kameraabschnitts (3; 3C; 3D; S1, 4E;
5E) umfasst.

3. Medizinisches Gerät gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei das
Anzeigesteuerungsmittel (21, 23) dazu eingerichtet
ist, eine Anzeige (7, 8, 7B; 8A, 8B) zu steuern, um
auf einem Bildschirm das durch den Overhead-Ka-
meraabschnitt (3; 3C; 3D; S1, 4E; 5E) aufgenomme-
ne Overheadbild und das durch den mindestens ei-
nen Hauptkameraabschnitt (4, 5; 4C; S4; 4E, SE)
aufgenommene Bild aufgeteilt anzuzeigen.

4. Medizinisches Gerät gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei das
Anzeigesteuerungsmittel (21, 23) dazu eingerichtet
ist, in einer Reduzierung auf einem Bildschirm das
von dem Overhead-Kameraabschnitt (3; 3C; 3D; S1,
4E; 5E) aufgenommene Overheadbild oder das von
dem mindestens einen Hauptkameraabschnitt (4, 5;
4C; S4; 4E, SE) aufgenommene Bild anzuzeigen.

5. Medizinisches Gerät gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei das
medizinische Gerät (1; 1B; 1C; 1D; 1E) dazu einge-
richtet ist, bei einer Aufzeichnung des Bildbereichs
oder der Koordinate in dem Aufzeichnungsabschnitt
(24, 34a, 34b) vorab das durch den mindestens ei-
nen Hauptkameraabschnitt (4, 5; 4C; S4; 4E, SE)
aufgenommene Bild, die Information bezüglich der
Bildaufnahmeposition und die Information bezüglich
der Bildaufnahmerichtung des mindestens einen
Hauptkameraabschnitts (4, 5) in Verbindung mit
dem Bildbereich oder der Koordinate in einem Zu-
stand, in dem der Bildbereich oder die Koordinate in
eine Bildaufnahmeposition gesetzt wird, deren Bild
durch den mindestens einen Hauptkameraabschnitt
(4, 5; 4C; S4; 4E, SE) aufgenommen wird, aufzu-
zeichnen.

6. Medizinisches Gerät gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei das
medizinische Gerät (1; 1B; 1C; 1D; 1E) dazu einge-
richtet ist, wenn eine Befehlsbetätigung zum Anzei-
gen des Bildbereichs oder der Koordinate, der/die
dem durch den Overhead-Kameraabschnitt (3; 3C;
3D; S1, 4E; 5E) aufgenommene Overheadbild zu
überlagern ist, erfolgt, eine in dem Aufzeichnungs-
abschnitt (24, 34a, 34b) aufgezeichnete Vergangen-
heitsinformation des Bildbereichs oder der Koordi-
nate vor der Befehlsbetätigung anzuzeigen.
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7. Medizinisches Gerät gemäß Anspruch 1 oder An-
spruch 2, das ferner einen Überwachungsabschnitt
(32a; 51) umfasst, der dazu eingerichtet ist, zu über-
wachen, ob in einer Bildinformation eines aktuellen
Bildbereichs, der einem in dem Aufzeichnungsab-
schnitt (24, 34a, 34b) aufgezeichneten früheren Bild-
bereich entspricht, eine Bildänderung von einer Bild-
information des früheren Bildbereichs auftritt,
wobei der Überwachungsabschnitt (32a; 51) einen
Merkmalswerterfassungsabschnitt (52), der dazu
eingerichtet ist, einen ersten Merkmalswert eines
Bilds des früheren Bildbereichs und einen zweiten
Merkmalswert eines Bild des aktuellen Bildbereichs
zu erfassen, und einen Bestimmungsabschnitt (54)
umfasst, der dazu eingerichtet ist, den ersten Merk-
malswert und den zweiten Merkmalswert zu verglei-
chen und das Auftreten einer Bildänderung zu be-
stimmen.

8. Medizinisches Gerät gemäß Anspruch 7, wobei der
Überwachungsabschnitt (32a; 51) dazu eingerichtet
ist, zu überwachen ob eine Blutung, die gleich einem
oder größer als ein Schwellwert ist, als die Bildän-
derung auftritt.

9. Medizinisches Gerät gemäß Anspruch 7 oder An-
spruch 8, wobei der Überwachungsabschnitt (32a;
51) dazu eingerichtet ist, eine Steuerung auszufüh-
ren, um den mindestens einen Hauptkameraab-
schnitt (4, 5; 4C; S4; 4E, SE) so zu bewegen, dass
der mindestens eine Hauptkameraabschnitt (4, 5;
4C; S4; 4E, SE) ein Bild eines Bildbereichs auf-
nimmt, in dem bestimmt wird, dass die Bildänderung
auftritt, wenn der Überwachungsabschnitt (32a; 51)
bestimmt, dass die Bildänderung auftritt.

10. Medizinisches Gerät gemäß Anspruch 9, wobei der
Überwachungsabschnitt (32a; 51) dazu eingerichtet
ist, eine Steuerung auszuführen, um den mindes-
tens einen Hauptkameraabschnitt (4, 5; 4C; S4; 4E,
SE) so zu bewegen, dass der mindestens eine
Hauptkameraabschnitt (4, 5; 4C; S4; 4E, SE) ein Bild
eines Bildbereichs aufnimmt, in dem bestimmt wird,
dass die Blutung auftritt, wenn der Überwachungs-
abschnitt (32a; 51) bestimmt, dass eine Blutung, die
gleich einem oder größer als ein Schwellwert ist, als
die Bildänderung von der Bildinformation des in dem
Aufzeichnungsabschnitt (24, 34a, 34b) aufgezeich-
neten früheren Bildbereichs am Ende einer Behand-
lung eines Behandlungsinstruments zur Durchfüh-
rung der Behandlung auftritt.

11. Medizinisches Gerät gemäß Anspruch 8, wobei der
Überwachungsabschnitt (32a; 51) einen Merkmals-
werterfassungsabschnitt (52), der dazu eingerichtet
ist, einen ersten Merkmalswert eines Bilds des frü-
heren Bildbereichs und einen zweiten Merkmalswert
eines Bild des aktuellen Bildbereichs zu erfassen,

und einen Bestimmungsabschnitt (54) umfasst, der
dazu eingerichtet ist, den ersten Merkmalswert und
den zweiten Merkmalswert zu vergleichen und das
Auftreten einer Blutung als die Bildänderung zu be-
stimmen.

12. Medizinisches Gerät gemäß Anspruch 7, wobei der
Merkmalswerterfassungsabschnitt (52) einen
Farbverteilungsmerkmalswerterfassungsabschnitt
(55a), der dazu eingerichtet ist, einen Farbvertei-
lungsmerkmalswert in einem Bild des früheren Bild-
bereichs und einen Farbverteilungsmerkmalswert in
einem Bild des aktuellen Bildbereichs zu erfassen,
oder einen Form/Konturmerkmalswerterfassungs-
abschnitt umfasst, der dazu eingerichtet ist, einen
Merkmalswert einer Form oder einer Kontur in dem
Bild des früheren Bildbereichs und einen Merkmals-
wert einer Form oder einer Kontur in dem Bild des
aktuellen Bildbereichs zu erfassen.

13. Medizinisches Gerät gemäß einem der vorherge-
henden Ansprüche,das zwei Hauptkameraabschnit-
te (4, 5; 4C; S4; 4E, SE) umfasst.

Revendications

1. Appareil médical (1 ; 1B ; 1C ; 1D ; 1E) comprenant :

une section de caméra de capture d’image par
le haut (3 ; 3C ; 3D ; 4E) adaptée pour être fixée
à une paroi abdominale (2) d’un corps vivant et
adaptée pour capturer une image par le haut
d’un intérieur de la cavité abdominale à angle
large ;
au moins une section de caméra principale (4,
5 ; 4C ; 4E, 5E) qui est mobile en panoramique
et en inclinaison et qui est adaptée pour être
fixée à la paroi abdominale et pour capturer des
images de l’intérieur de la cavité abdominale à
des angles plus étroits comparé à la section de
caméra de capture d’image par le haut (3 ; 3C ;
3D ; 4E) ;
au moins une unité d’entraînement de caméra
(16a, 16b) adaptée pour déplacer une position
dont l’image est capturée par la au moins une
section de caméra principale (4, 5 ; 4C ; 4E, 5E),
la au moins une unité d’entraînement de caméra
(16a, 16b) possédant une fonction panorami-
que, une fonction inclinaison et une fonction
zoom ;
une interface de fonctionnement de caméra (9)
adaptée pour délivrer en sortie des signaux
d’instruction pour panoramique, inclinaison, et
zoom ;
des unités de détection de position (17a, 17b)
adaptées pour détecter des informations con-
cernant les positions de capture d’image en dé-
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tectant des informations de réglage de panora-
mique, d’inclinaison et de zoom par les unités
d’entraînement de caméra (16a, 16b) ;
une section d’acquisition d’informations de po-
sition (23b) adaptée pour enregistrer les infor-
mations de réglage ;
une section d’enregistrement (24, 34a, 34b)
adaptée pour enregistrer l’image capturée par
le haut et des informations concernant les posi-
tions de capture d’image dans l’image capturée
par le haut des images capturées de la au moins
une section de caméra principale (4, 5) et les
positions concernant un endroit, dont les images
sont capturées par la au moins une section de
caméra principale (4, 5) dans l’image capturée
par le haut ; et
un moyen de commande d’affichage (21, 23)
adapté pour commander un affichage (7, 8, 7B ;
8A, 8B) pour afficher l’endroit enregistré super-
posé sur l’image capturée par le haut.

2. Appareil médical selon la revendication 1, compre-
nant en outre un instrument de traitement (19) des-
tiné à réaliser un traitement dans une plage de cap-
ture d’image de la section de caméra de capture
d’image par le haut (3 ; 3C ; 3D ; S1, 4E, 5E).

3. Appareil médical selon la revendication 1, dans le-
quel le moyen de commande d’affichage (21, 23) est
adapté pour commander un affichage (7, 8, 7B ; 8A,
8B) pour afficher de manière divisée, sur un écran,
l’image capturée par le haut capturée par la section
de caméra de capture d’image par le haut (3 ; 3C ;
3D ; S1, 4E, 5E) et l’image capturée capturée par la
au moins une section de caméra principale (4, 5 ;
4C ; 4E, 5E).

4. Appareil médical selon la revendication 1, dans le-
quel le moyen de commande d’affichage (21, 23) est
adapté pour afficher en réduction, sur un écran, l’une
parmi l’image capturée par le haut capturée par la
section de caméra de capture d’image par le haut
(3 ; 3C ; 3D ; S1, 4E, 5E) et l’image capturée captu-
rée par la au moins une section de caméra principale
(4, 5 ; 4C ; 4E, 5E).

5. Appareil médical selon la revendication 1, dans le-
quel l’appareil médical (1 ; 1B ; 1C ; 1D ; 1E) est
adapté pour enregistrer, sur enregistrement de la
zone d’image ou des coordonnées dans la section
d’enregistrement (24, 34a, 34b) à l’avance, l’image
capturée par la au moins une section de caméra prin-
cipale (4, 5 ; 4C ; 4E, 5E), les informations concer-
nant la position de capture d’image, et les informa-
tions concernant le sens de capture d’image de la
au moins une section de caméra principale (4, 5) en
association avec la zone d’image ou les coordon-
nées dans un état dans lequel la zone d’image ou

les coordonnées sont établies à une position de cap-
ture d’image dont l’image est capturée par la au
moins une section de caméra principale (4, 5 ; 4C ;
4E, 5E).

6. Appareil médical selon la revendication 1, dans le-
quel l’appareil médical (1 ; 1B ; 1C ; 1D ; 1E) est
adapté pour afficher, lorsqu’une opération d’instruc-
tion destinée à afficher la zone d’image ou les coor-
données devant être superposées sur l’image cap-
turée par le haut capturée par la section de caméra
de capture d’image par le haut (3 ; 3C ; 3D ; S1, 4E,
5E) est exécutée, des informations d’historique de
la zone d’image ou des coordonnées enregistrées
dans la section d’enregistrement (24, 34a, 34b)
avant l’opération d’instruction.

7. Appareil médical selon la revendication 1 ou la re-
vendication 2, comprenant en outre une section de
contrôle (32a ; 51) adaptée pour contrôler si, dans
des informations d’image d’une zone d’image actuel-
le correspondant à une zone d’image antérieure en-
registrée dans la section d’enregistrement (24, 34a,
34b), un changement d’image par rapport aux infor-
mations d’image de la zone d’image antérieure se
produit,
dans lequel la section de contrôle (32a ; 51) com-
prend une section de détection de valeur de carac-
téristique (52) adaptée pour détecter une première
valeur de caractéristique d’une image de la zone
d’image antérieure et une deuxième valeur de ca-
ractéristique d’une image de la zone d’image actuel-
le et une section de détermination (54) adaptée pour
comparer la première valeur de caractéristique et la
deuxième valeur de caractéristique et pour détermi-
ner la survenue du changement d’image.

8. Appareil médical selon la revendication 7, dans le-
quel la section de contrôle (32a ; 51) est adaptée
pour contrôler si un saignement égal ou supérieur à
une valeur de seuil se produit en tant que change-
ment d’image.

9. Appareil médical selon la revendication 7 ou la re-
vendications 8, dans lequel la section de contrôle
(32) est adaptée pour réaliser une commande pour
déplacer la au moins une section de caméra princi-
pale (4, 5 ; 4C ; 4E, 5E) d’une manière telle que la
au moins une section de caméra principale (4, 5 ;
4C ; 4E, 5E) capture une image d’une zone d’image
où il est déterminé que le changement d’image se
produit, lorsque la section de contrôle (32a ; 51) dé-
termine que le changement d’image se produit.

10. Appareil médical selon la revendication 9, dans le-
quel la section de contrôle (32a ; 51) est adaptée
pour réaliser une commande pour déplacer la au
moins une section de caméra principale (4, 5 ; 4C ;
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4E, 5E) d’une manière telle que la au moins une
section de caméra principale (4, 5 ; 4C ; 4E, 5E) cap-
ture une image d’une zone d’image où il est déter-
miné que le saignement se produit, lorsque la section
de contrôle (32a ; 51) détermine qu’un saignement
égal ou supérieur à une valeur de seuil se produit
en tant que changement d’image à partir des infor-
mations d’image de la zone d’image antérieure en-
registrées dans la section d’enregistrement (24, 34a,
34b) à la fin d’un traitement d’un instrument de trai-
tement destiné à réaliser le traitement.

11. Appareil médical selon la revendication 8, dans le-
quel la section de contrôle (32a ; 51) comprend une
section de détection de valeur de caractéristique (52)
adaptée pour détecter une première valeur de ca-
ractéristique d’une image de la zone d’image anté-
rieure et une deuxième valeur de caractéristique
d’une image de la zone d’image actuelle et une sec-
tion de détermination (54) adaptée pour comparer
la première valeur de caractéristique et la deuxième
valeur de caractéristique et pour déterminer la sur-
venue d’un saignement en tant que changement
d’image.

12. Appareil médical selon la revendication 7, dans le-
quel la section de détection de valeur de caractéris-
tique (52) comprend une section de détection de va-
leur de caractéristique de répartition de couleur (55a)
adaptée pour détecter une valeur de caractéristique
de répartition de couleur dans une image de la zone
d’image antérieure et une valeur de caractéristique
de répartition de couleur dans une image de la zone
d’image actuelle ou une section de détection de va-
leur de caractéristique de forme/contour adaptée
pour détecter une valeur de caractéristique d’une
forme ou d’un contour dans l’image de la zone d’ima-
ge antérieure et une valeur de caractéristique d’une
forme ou d’un contour dans l’image de la zone d’ima-
ge actuelle.

13. Appareil médical selon l’une quelconque des reven-
dications précédentes, comprenant deux sections
de caméras principales (4, 5 ; 4C ; S4 ; 4E, 5E).
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