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(54) System airconditioner

(57) An air conditioner is provided. The air condition-
er may include a compressor, a condenser, an evapora-
tor, a receiver storing a portion of a refrigerant passing
through the condenser, an accumulator receiving refrig-
erant stored in the receiver and refrigerant passing
through the evaporator to separate gas refrigerant from
refrigerant introduced therein and supply the gas refrig-

erant to the compressor, and a bypass line supplying
refrigerant from the receiver to the accumulator. The re-
ceiver and the accumulator may be integrally formed or
provided as separate parts coupled each other. An outlet
end of the bypass line may be connected to an upper
portion of the accumulator. Such an arrangement may
prevent refrigerant from flowing backward from the ac-
cumulator into the receiver.
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Description

[0001] This relates to an air conditioner.
[0002] Multi-type air conditioners may include a plural-
ity of indoor units connected to one outdoor unit, with a
plurality of tubes connected to the outdoor unit to respec-
tively supply refrigerant to each of the plurality of indoor
units, thereby conditioning indoor air through each of the
indoor units. Such multi-type air conditioners may have
relatively inexpensive initial investment costs, and may
require a relatively small indoor area to accommodate
the indoor units.
[0003] It is an object to provide an air conditioner. This
object is achieved with the features of independent claim
1. The dependent claims relate to further aspects of the
invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0004] Fig. 1 is a schematic view of an exemplary multi-
type air conditioner.
[0005] Fig. 2 is a schematic view of an air conditioner
according to an embodiment as broadly described here-
in.
[0006] Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a refrigerant stor-
age device of an air conditioner, according to an embod-
iment as broadly described herein.
[0007] Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a receiver cover
of an air conditioner, according to an embodiment as
broadly described herein.
[0008] Fig. 5 is a perspective view of an accumulator
cover of an air conditioner, according to an embodiment
as broadly described herein.
[0009] Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a refrigerant stor-
age device of an air conditioner, according to an embod-
iment as broadly described herein.
[0010] Fig. 7 is a cross-sectional view taken along line
I-I’ of Fig. 6.
[0011] Fig. 6 is a flowchart of a process of controlling
an air conditioner, according to an embodiment as broad-
ly described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0012] In the following detailed description, reference
is made to the accompanying drawings that form a part
hereof, and in which is shown by way of illustration var-
ious exemplary embodiments. These embodiments are
described in sufficient detail to enable those skilled in the
art, and it is understood that other embodiments may be
utilized and that logical structural, mechanical, electrical,
and chemical changes may be made without departing
from the spirit or scope as broadly described herein. To
avoid detail not necessary to enable those skilled in the
art, the description may omit certain information known
to those skilled in the art. The following detailed descrip-
tion is, therefore, not to be taken in a limiting sense.
[0013] Referring to Fig. 1, an exemplary multi-type air

conditioner 10 may include a plurality of indoor units 1,
an outdoor heat exchanger 2, an overcooling heat ex-
changer 3, a compressor 4, and an accumulator 5. In a
cooling mode, refrigerant discharged from the compres-
sor 4 may pass through a 4-way valve in a high-temper-
ature high-pressure gas state and then be condensed in
an outdoor heat exchanger (a condenser) 2. The con-
densed refrigerant may then flow into the outdoor heat
exchanger 2 in a high-temperature high-pressure liquid
state.
[0014] Thereafter, the refrigerant decreases in temper-
ature while passing through the overcooling heat ex-
changer 3 and then is introduced into each of the indoor
units 1. The refrigerant may then change in phase into a
low-temperature low-pressure two-phase refrigerant
while passing through an electric expansion valve (EEV)
of each of the indoor units 1. The refrigerant may heated
through heat-exchange with indoor air while passing
through the indoor units (evaporator) 1, and be intro-
duced into the outdoor heat exchanger 2. The refrigerant
may then be introduced into the compressor 4 via the 4-
way valve and the accumulator 5. In the heating mode,
each of the indoor units 1 may serve as a condenser,
and the outdoor heat exchanger 2 may serve as an evap-
orator. Thus, in the heating mode, refrigerant may flow
in a direction opposite to that in the cooling mode.
[0015] However, in the mufti-type air conditioner 10
shown in Fig. 1, when the air conditioner 10 operates
under a partial cooling load, one or more of the connected
indoor units 1 may be stopped. Thus, refrigerant in a low-
pressure gas state may remain in the one or more non-
operational indoor units 1. As a result, the refrigerant with-
in the non-operating indoor unit(s) 1 may flow into the
outdoor heat exchanger 2. Thus, since an available
amount of refrigerant within a particular system is altered,
it may be difficult to maintain optimal refrigerant distribu-
tion, thereby deteriorating operation efficiency. Also, dur-
ing the heating operation, since functional roles of the
condenser and the evaporator are changed, an indoor/
outdoor heat exchange volume ratio may vary according
to the number of connected indoor units 1.
[0016] Referring to Fig. 2, an air conditioner 100 as
embodied and broadly described herein may include one
or more indoor units 110, an outdoor heat exchanger
120, an auxiliary heat exchanger 130, a compressor 140,
an expansion device 150, and a refrigerant storage de-
vice 200.
[0017] The indoor unit 110 may serve as an evaporator
evaporating a refrigerant having a low-temperature low-
pressure liquid state to change to a gas state when a
cooling operation is performed. On the other hand, when
a heating operation is performed, the indoor unit 110 may
serve as a condenser condensing a refrigerant having a
high-temperature high-pressure gas state to change to
a room-temperature high-pressure liquid state. A plurality
of indoor units 110 may correspond to one outdoor heat
exchanger 120, and embodiments are not limited to a
particular shape and/or type of indoor units.
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[0018] The outdoor heat exchanger 120 may serve as
a condenser condensing a refrigerant having a high-tem-
perature high-pressure gas state into a room-tempera-
ture high-pressure liquid state when the cooling operation
is performed. On the other hand, when the heating op-
eration is performed, the outdoor heat exchanger 120
may serve as an evaporator evaporating a refrigerant
having a low-temperature low-pressure liquid state into
a gas state. Since the indoor unit 110 operates reversely
according to circulation of the refrigerant, a user may
perform a desired air conditioning function.
[0019] The auxiliary heat exchanger 130 overcools the
refrigerant to supply the refrigerant into the evaporator.
The auxiliary heat exchanger 130 may overcool, or sub-
cool, a liquid refrigerant to improve refrigeration perform-
ance.
[0020] The compressor 140 may compress a low-tem-
perature low-pressure gas refrigerant at a high-temper-
ature and high-pressure to supply the compressed re-
frigerant to the condenser. The compressor 140 may be
provided in plurality. An inverter compressor in which an
operation frequency is convertible and/or a constant
speed compressor using a regular operation frequency
may be used as the compressor 140.
[0021] The expansion device 150 may expand a room-
temperature high-pressure liquid refrigerant passing
through the condenser into a low-temperature low-pres-
sure liquid refrigerant to be provided to the evaporator.
An electric expansion valve (EEV) may be used as the
expansion device 150. The expansion device 150 togeth-
er with the outdoor heat exchanger 120 may be included
in the outdoor unit.
[0022] The refrigerant storage device 200 may include
a receiver 210 and an accumulator 220. The receiver 210
may provide a space in which a refrigerant flowing in a
circulation tube is selectively introduced and stored. The
receiver 210 may also adjust an amount of refrigerant
circulating into the air conditioner 100. The accumulator
220 may receive refrigerant from the evaporator or the
receiver 210 to separate the refrigerant into gas and liquid
states, thereby supplying only the gas refrigerant to the
compressor 140.
[0023] The receiver 210 and the accumulator 220 may
be integrated with each other. That is, a space for the
gas/liquid separation and space for performing a receiver
function within a single housing may be partitioned by a
partition wall 205. The partition wall 205 may vertically
or horizontally partition the two spaces.
[0024] According to the current embodiment, since the
receiver 210 and the accumulator 220 may be integrated
with each other, a length of a bypass line 240 connecting
the receiver 210 to the accumulator 220 may be mini-
mized. The integrated structure of the receiver 210 and
the accumulator 220 will be described with reference to
the accompanying drawings.
[0025] In alternative embodiments, the receiver 210
and the accumulator 220 may be separately manufac-
tured, and then, coupled to each other by welding, a cou-

pling member or other attachment mechanism as appro-
priate. The receiver 210 and the accumulator 220 may
contact each other, or alternatively, the receiver 210 and
the accumulator 220 may be fixed at positions spaced
apart from each other.
[0026] Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a refrigerant stor-
age device according to an embodiment, Fig. 4 is a per-
spective view of a receiver cover according to an embod-
iment, and Fig. 5 is a perspective view of an accumulator
cover according to an embodiment.
[0027] Referring to Fig. 3, the refrigerant storage de-
vice 200 may include the receiver 260 and accumulator
230. The refrigerant storage device 200 may have a cy-
lindrical shape. The inside of the cylindrical shape may
be bisected by the partition wall 205. The partition wall
205 may bisect the cylindrical shape in a vertical or hor-
izontal direction. Fig. 3 illustrates a structure in which the
partition wall 205 is horizontally disposed. The receiver
210 may be disposed below the partition wall 205, and
the accumulator 220 may be disposed above the partition
wall 205. Also, the receiver 210 and the accumulator 220
may be connected to a plurality of tubes 230, 240, 251
and 252.
[0028] The receiver 210 may include a receiver body
211 defining an outer appearance of the receiver 210
and a receiver cover 212 covering a portion of the receiv-
er body 211. In the case where the receiver 210 is dis-
posed below the partition wall 205, the receiver cover
212 may be disposed on a lower end of the receiver body
211. Referring to Fig. 4, a first hole 215 to be connected
to the bypass line 240 may be defined in the receiver
cover 212.
[0029] The accumulator 220 may include an accumu-
lator body 221 defining an outer appearance of the ac-
cumulator 220 and an accumulator cover 222 covering
a portion of the accumulator body 221. In the case where
the accumulator 220 is disposed above the partition wall
205, the accumulator cover 222 may be disposed on an
upper end of the accumulator body 221. Referring to Fig.
5, a second hole 223 to be connected to an accumulator
inflow tube 251, a third hole to be connected to an accu-
mulator discharge tube 252, and a fourth hole 225 to be
connected to the bypass line 240 may be defined in the
accumulator cover 222. In this case, since all holes to be
formed in the accumulator 220 are defined in the accu-
mulator cover 222, manufacturing costs and process time
may be reduced.
[0030] The receiver suction tube 230 may be branched
from a tube connecting a condenser and an evaporator
and then be connected to the receiver 210. Here, an out-
let end 231 of the receiver suction tube 230 may be con-
nected to an upper portion of the receiver body 211.
[0031] The bypass line 240 may allow the receiver 210
to communicate with the accumulator 220. In detail, an
inlet end 241 of the bypass line 240 may be connected
to the receiver 210, and an outlet end 242 may be con-
nected to the accumulator 220. Here, the inlet end 241
of the bypass line 240 may be connected to a lower por-
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tion of the receiver 210, and the outlet end 242 of the
bypass line 240 may be connected to an upper portion
of the accumulator 220. For example, the inlet end 241
of the bypass line 240 may be connected to the first hole
215 defined in the receiver cover 212, and the outlet end
242 of the bypass line 240 may be connected to the fourth
hole 225 defined in the accumulator cover 222.
[0032] In the current embodiment, the receiver cover
212 and the receiver body 211 may be separately man-
ufactured and then be coupled to each other or integrally
manufactured. In the case in which the receiver body 211
and the receiver cover 212 are integrally manufactured,
the inlet end 241 of the bypass line 240 may be connected
to a bottom surface of the receiver body 211.
[0033] Also, in the current embodiment, the accumu-
lator body 221 and the accumulator cover 222 may be
separately manufactured and then be coupled to each
other or integrally manufactured. In the case in which the
accumulator body 221 and the accumulator cover 222
are integrally manufactured, the outlet end 242 of the
bypass line 240 may be connected to a top surface of
the accumulator body 221.
[0034] In detail, the bypass line 240 may extend down-
ward from the inlet end 241 in parallel to a length direction
of the receiver body 211. The bypass line 240 may be
bent, for example, perpendicularly to extend in direction
perpendicular to a length direction of the receiver body
211, and then perpendicularly bent again to extend back
up toward the accumulator 221 in a direction parallel to
the length direction of the receiver body 211, and then
bent perpendicularly toward the accumulator 221 at a
height greater than that of the accumulator 221. Then,
the bypass line 240 may be perpendicularly bent down-
ward and connected to the accumulator 222. For exam-
ple, the bypass line 240 may be bent in a "O" shape to
allow the receiver 210 to communicate with the accumu-
lator 220.
[0035] A first valve 235 adjusting an amount of refrig-
erant flowing into the receiver suction tube 230 may be
disposed in the receiver suction tube 230. A second valve
245 adjusting an amount of refrigerant flowing into the
bypass line 240 may be disposed in the bypass line 240.
[0036] A normal open valve or normal close valve may
be used as the first and second valves 235 and 245,
where the normal open valve may be maintained in an
open state when power is not applied, and the normal
dose valve may be maintained in a closed state when
power is not applied. To easily perform vacuum formation
and refrigerant filling, at least one valve may use the nor-
mal open valve.
[0037] The accumulator inflow tube 251 may transfer
a refrigerant in which a liquid and gas supplied from an
evaporator are mixed into the accumulator 220. The ac-
cumulator discharge tube 252 may supply a gas refrig-
erant into a compressor. The accumulator inflow tube
251 and the accumulator discharge tube 252 may be
connected to the second hole 223 and the third hole 224
of the accumulator cover 222, respectively.

[0038] According to the current embodiment, the outlet
end 242 of the bypass line 240 may be connected to an
upper portion of the accumulator 220 to prevent the liquid
refrigerant stored in the accumulator 220 from flowing
backward into the receiver 210. That is, even though the
second valve 245 may be a normal open valve, since the
liquid refrigerant stored in the accumulator 220 is not in-
troduced into the outlet end 242 of the bypass line 240,
the refrigerant may not back flow into the receiver 210.
Although a gas refrigerant exists at the outlet end 242 of
the bypass line 240, since the gas refrigerant has a rel-
atively low density, an amount of back flowing refrigerant
may be ignored.
[0039] Since the inlet end 241 of the bypass line 240
is connected to a lower portion of the receiver 210, i.e.,
the receiver cover 212, all the liquid refrigerant stored in
the receiver 210 may be transferred into the accumulator
220 through the bypass line 240 as necessary. Thus,
circulation of refrigerant may be adjusted to maximize
performance.
[0040] Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a refrigerant stor-
age device according to another embodiment, and Fig.
7 is a cross-sectional view taken along line I-I’ of Fig. 6.
Descriptions of components that duplicate the embodi-
ment of Fig. 3 will be omitted.
[0041] Referring to Fig. 6, a bypass line 240 may be
bent in a "O" shape overall, and then be connected to a
receiver 210 and an accumulator 220. That is to say, the
bypass line 240 may be disposed on side surfaces of a
receiver body 211 and an accumulator body 221.
[0042] In detail, the outlet end 242 of the bypass line
240 may be disposed on an upper portion of a side sur-
face of the accumulator body 221. In certain embodi-
ments, the outlet end 242 of the bypass line 240 may be
connected to the accumulator 220 at a position higher
than a maximum storage height of the liquid refrigerant
stored in the accumulator 220. In general, a maximum
amount of liquid refrigerant stored in the accumulator 220
may be about 2/3 of a height H of the accumulator 220.
Thus, a formation position L of the outlet end 242 of the
bypass line 240 may be higher than 2/3H, or about 2/3
of the height H of the accumulator 220.
[0043] The bypass line 240 may penetrate a side sur-
face of the receiver body 211, In this case, the inlet end
241 of the bypass line 240 may be disposed within the
receiver 210. Since the liquid refrigerant having a rela-
tively high density when compared to that of a gas refrig-
erant is stored in a lower portion of the receiver 210, the
inlet end 241 of the bypass line 240 may be disposed
adjacent to a bottom portion 213 of the receiver 210. For
example, the bypass line 240 may penetrate the side
surface of the receiver body 211 and then be bent down-
ward. In this case, the inlet end 241 may be spaced a
predetermined distance from the bottom 213 of the re-
ceiver 210 so that the inlet end 241 is not blocked by the
receiver bottom part 213.
[0044] Referring to Fig. 7, the inlet end 241 of the by-
pass line 240 may have at least one side thereof spaced
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apart from the bottom 213 of the receiver 210. In detail,
a distance ’a’ between the bottom 213 of the receiver 210
and one side 241a of the inlet end of the bypass line 240
and a distance ’b’ between the bottom 213 and the other
side 241b of the inlet end may be different from each
other. For example, a section of the inlet end 241 of the
bypass line 240 may be inclined at a predetermined angle
θ (in a diagonal line shape) with respect to the bottom
213 of the receiver 210, In this case, the angle θ may be,
for example, about 45°.
[0045] According to the current embodiment, since the
inlet end 241 of the bypass line 240 penetrates the side
surface of the receiver 210, a length of the overall struc-
ture may be shorter, and impact on overall height of the
refrigerant storage device may be minimized. Also, even
in the event of irregularities during manufacture such a
shape of the inlet end 241 of the bypass line 240 may
prevent the inlet end 241 of the bypass line 240 from
being blocked by the bottom 213 of the receiver 210.
[0046] Hereinafter, operation of the integrated receiver
and accumulator for an air conditioner, according to an
embodiment, will be described.
[0047] The receiver suction tube 230 guides at least a
portion of the refrigerant circulating through the air con-
ditioner 100 into the receiver 210. The bypass line 240
guides the liquid refrigerant stored in the receiver 210
into the accumulator 220. The refrigerant passing
through the bypass line 240 or the accumulator inflow
tube 251 and then stored in the accumulator 220 may
pass through the accumulator discharge tube 252 and
be transferred to the compressor 140 in a gas state. Here,
an amount of refrigerant passing through the receiver
suction tube 230 may be adjusted by the first valve 235,
and an amount of refrigerant passing through the bypass
line 240 may be adjusted by the second valve 245.
[0048] In a case an amount of the refrigerator required
is greater than a circulating refrigerant amount, for ex-
ample, in a case where the number of operating indoor
units 110 increases, the first valve 235 may be closed,
and the second valve 245 may be opened to prevent
introduction of circulating refrigerant into the receiver 210
guide liquid refrigerant stored in the receiver 210 into the
accumulator 220. A gas refrigerant of the refrigerant
stored in the accumulator 220 may pass through the ac-
cumulator discharge tube 252 and then be transferred to
the compressor 140. Thus, an amount of refrigerant cir-
culating into the air conditioner 100 may increase and
thus be adequately adjusted according to the number of
operating indoor units 110.
[0049] In a case where a required refrigerant amount
is less than a circulating refrigerant amount, for example,
in a case where the number of operating indoor units 110
decreases, the first valve 235 may be opened, and the
second valve 245 may be closed. Thus, the circulating
refrigerant may be introduced into the receiver 210, and
introduction of the liquid refrigerant stored in the receiver
210 into the accumulator 220 may be prevented, so that
an amount of refrigerant circulating into the air condition-

er 100 may decrease and be adequately adjusted ac-
cording to the number of operating indoor units 110.
[0050] Fig. 8 is a flowchart of a process of controlling
an air conditioner, according to an embodiment as broad-
ly described herein.
[0051] Referring to Fig. 8, first an indoor air-condition-
ing load is received (S100). The indoor air-conditioning
load may be a load corresponding to the number of op-
erating indoor units 110 of the plurality of indoor units
110 and cooling/heating capacity required in each indoor
unit 110. The amount of refrigerant required to circulate
within the air conditioner 100 may be determined using
the indoor air-conditioning load.
[0052] Next, the current amount of refrigerant circulat-
ing is measured (S200). Various methods for measuring
the current amount of circulating refrigerant may be ap-
plied. For example, a flow rate within the circulation tube
may be directly measured or a flow rate may be measured
and converted into a flow amount. Also, since the sum
of an amount of refrigerant circulating into the air condi-
tioner 100 and an amount of refrigerant stored in the re-
ceiver 210 is essentially constant, an amount of refriger-
ant stored in the receiver 210 may be indirectly measured
to determine the amount of circulating refrigerant.
[0053] It is determined whether the current amount of
circulating refrigerant and the required amount of circu-
lating refrigerant are the same by comparing the current
amount to the required amount (S300). If the current
amount is equal to the required amount, the first and sec-
ond valves 235 and 245 are blocked to maintain a con-
stant amount of refrigerant stored in the receiver 210
(S400). Since a constant amount of refrigerant is stored
in the receiver 210, the current amount of circulating re-
frigerant may be maintained.
[0054] If the current amount of circulating refrigerant
is not equal to the required amount of circulating refrig-
erant, it is determined whether the current amount of cir-
culating refrigerant is greater than the required amount
of circulating refrigerant (S500). If the current amount is
greater than the required amount, the first valve 235 is
opened to introduce the refrigerant from the circulation
tube, and then the second valve 245 is closed to prevent
the refrigerant from being supplied from the receiver 210
into the accumulator 220. An amount of refrigerant flow-
ing in the circulation tube may be reduced through the
control of the first and second valves 235 and 245. Also,
a process (S200) of measuring the current amount of
circulating refrigerant, a process (S300) of comparing the
current amount of circulating refrigerant to the required
amount of circulating refrigerant, and a subsequent proc-
ess of controlling the first and second valves 235 and
245 accordingly may be repeatedly performed.
[0055] If the current amount of circulating refrigerant
is less than the required amount of circulating refrigerant,
the first valve 234 is closed to prevent the refrigerant
flowing in the circulation tube from being introduced into
the receiver 210, and the second valve 245 is opened to
supply the refrigerant stored in the receiver 210 into the
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accumulator 220 (S700). The first and second valves 235
and 245 may be controlled to increase an amount of re-
frigerant flowing in the circulation tube. Also, a process
(S200) of measuring the current amount of circulating
refrigerant, a process (S300) of comparing the current
amount of circulating refrigerant to the required amount
of circulating refrigerant, and a process of controlling the
first and second valves 235 and 245 may be repeatedly
performed.
[0056] According to the current embodiment, the re-
ceiver and the accumulator may be integrally manufac-
tured to reduce manufacturing costs and realize efficient
space utilization.
[0057] Also, the outlet end 242 of the bypass line 240
may be connected to the upper portion of the accumulator
220 to prevent the liquid refrigerant stored in the accu-
mulator 220 from back flowing into the receiver 210.
[0058] Also, the inlet end 241 of the bypass line 240
may be connected to the lower portion of the receiver
210 to maximize circulating refrigerant adjustment per-
formance using the receiver 210.
[0059] Also, since the inlet end 241 of the bypass line
240 penetrates the side surface of the receiver 210, a
length of the overall structure may be shorter. In this case,
since at least one side of the inlet end 241 of the bypass
line 240 is spaced apart from the bottom 213 of the re-
ceiver 210, even though tolerance issues may occur in
the manufacturing process, the inlet end 241 of the by-
pass line 240 will not be blocked by the bottom 213 of
the receiver.
[0060] Also, the outlet end 231 of the receiver suction
tube 230 may be connected to the upper portion of the
receiver body 211 to prevent the liquid refrigerant stored
in the receiver 210 from back flowing through the receiver
suction tube 230.
[0061] Embodiments provide an air conditioner in
which a receiver and an accumulator may be integrated
with each other.
[0062] In one embodiment, an air conditioner as broad-
ly described herein may include a compressor, a con-
denser, an evaporator, a receiver storing at least one
portion of a refrigerant passing through the condenser,
an accumulator in which the refrigerant stored in the re-
ceiver and a refrigerant passing through the evaporator
are introduced, the accumulator separating a gas refrig-
erant from refrigerant introduced thereinto and supplying
the gas refrigerant into the compressor, and a bypass
line supplying the refrigerant stored in the receiver into
the accumulator, wherein the receiver and the accumu-
lator are integrated with each other or provided as sep-
arate parts to couple each other, and an outlet end of the
bypass line is connected to an upper portion of the ac-
cumulator.
[0063] The outlet end of the bypass line may be con-
nected to a side surface of the accumulator. The outlet
end of the bypass line may be connected to the accumu-
lator at a position greater than that corresponding to a
maximum storage height of the liquid refrigerant stored

in the accumulator.
[0064] The outlet end of the bypass line may be con-
nected to a top surface of the accumulator.
[0065] The air conditioner may also include an upper
end cover covering an upper portion of the accumulator,
wherein an accumulator inflow tube guiding the refriger-
ant from the evaporator into the accumulator, an accu-
mulator discharge tube guiding the refrigerant from the
accumulator into the compressor, and the bypass line
may be connected to the upper end cover.
[0066] An inlet end of the bypass line may be connect-
ed to a lower portion of the receiver. The inlet end of the
bypass line may be connected to a bottom surface of the
receiver. The bypass line may pass through a side sur-
face of the receiver, and at least one portion of the inlet
end of the bypass line may be spaced apart from an inner
bottom surface of the receiver.
[0067] A section of the inlet end of the bypass line may
be inclined with respect to a section of the inner bottom
surface of the receiver.
[0068] A height from the inner bottom surface of the
receiver to one side of the inlet end of the bypass line
may be greater than that from the inner bottom surface
of the receiver to the other side of the inlet end of the
bypass line.
[0069] The air conditioner may also include a receiver
suction tube guiding at least one portion of the refrigerant
passing through the condenser toward the receiver,
wherein the receiver suction tube may be connected to
an upper portion of the receiver.
[0070] The air conditioner may also include a first valve
disposed in the receiver suction tube to control an amount
of refrigerant suctioned into the receiver, and a second
valve disposed in the bypass line to control an amount
of refrigerant supplied from the receiver to the accumu-
lator.
[0071] At least a valve of the first valve and the second
valve may be normal open valve.
[0072] The receiver may be disposed under the accu-
mulator.
[0073] The receiver and the accumulator may be re-
spectively defined as spaces divided by a partition wall
disposed within the single housing.
[0074] In another embodiment, an air conditioner as
broadly described herein may include a compressor, a
condenser, an evaporator, a refrigerant circulation tube,
a receiver storing at least one portion of a refrigerant
flowing in the refrigerant circulation tube, an accumulator
disposed at a upper side of the receiver to introduce the
refrigerant stored in the receiver and a refrigerant passing
through the evaporator and separate the introduced re-
frigerant into a gas refrigerant and a liquid refrigerant,
thereby supplying the gas refrigerant into the compres-
sor, and a bypass line supplying the refrigerant stored in
the receiver into the accumulator.
[0075] An outlet end of the bypass line may be con-
nected to an upper portion of the accumulator, and an
inlet end of the bypass line may be connected to a lower

9 10 



EP 2 708 826 A2

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

portion of the receiver.
[0076] The receiver and the accumulator may be re-
spectively defined as spaces vertically divided by a par-
tition wall disposed within the single housing.
[0077] Any reference in this specification to "one em-
bodiment," "an embodiment," "example embodiment,"
etc., means that a particular feature, structure, or char-
acteristic described in connection with the embodiment
is included in at least one embodiment of the invention.
The appearances of such phrases in various places in
the specification are not necessarily all referring to the
same embodiment. Further, when a particular feature,
structure, or characteristic is described in connection with
any embodiment, it is submitted that it is within the pur-
view of one skilled in the art to effect such feature, struc-
ture, or characteristic in connection with other ones of
the embodiments.
[0078] Although embodiments have been described
with reference to a number of illustrative embodiments
thereof, it should be understood that numerous other
modifications and embodiments can be devised by those
skilled in the art that will fall within the spirit and scope
of the principles of this disclosure. More particularly, var-
ious variations and modifications are possible in the com-
ponent parts and/or arrangements of the subject combi-
nation arrangement within the scope of the disclosure,
the drawings and the appended claims. In addition to
variations and modifications in the component parts
and/or arrangements, alternative uses will also be ap-
parent to those skilled in the art.

Claims

1. An air conditioner, comprising:

a compressor, a condenser and an evaporator
connected to form a refrigerating cycle;
a receiver storing a portion of refrigerant for the
refrigerating cycle;
an accumulator configured to receive refrigerant
from the receiver and refrigerant from the evap-
orator, and to separate a gas refrigerant from
the refrigerant received therein and supply the
gas refrigerant to the compressor; and
a bypass line connected between the receiver
and the accumulator to supply refrigerant stored
in the receiver to the accumulator,
wherein the receiver and the accumulator are
integrally formed or are provided as separate
parts coupled to each other, and
wherein an outlet end of the bypass line is con-
nected to an upper portion of the accumulator.

2. The air conditioner according to claim 1, wherein the
outlet end of the bypass line extends through an ac-
cumulator cover positioned on a top of the accumu-
lator to discharge refrigerant into an interior of the

accumulator.

3. The air conditioner according to claim 2, wherein an
inlet end of the bypass line extends through a receiv-
er cover positioned on a bottom of the receiver to
draw refrigerant from an interior of the receiver.

4. The air conditioner according to claim 1, wherein the
outlet end of the bypass line extends through a lateral
side surface of the accumulator.

5. The air conditioner according to claim 1, wherein the
outlet end of the bypass line is connected to the ac-
cumulator at a position vertically above a maximum
storage height of liquid refrigerant received in the
accumulator.

6. The air conditioner according to claim 2 or 3, wherein
an accumulator inflow tube guiding refrigerant from
the evaporator into the accumulator, an accumulator
discharge tube guiding refrigerant from the accumu-
lator to the compressor, and the bypass line are each
connected to the accumulator cover.

7. The air conditioner according to claim 1, wherein the
bypass line passes through a lateral side surface of
the receiver, and the inlet end of the bypass line is
spaced apart from an inner bottom surface of the
receiver.

8. The air conditioner according to claim 7, wherein the
inlet end of the bypass line is inclined with respect
to the inner bottom surface of the receiver.

9. The air conditioner according to claim 7 or 8, wherein
a distance from the inner bottom surface of the re-
ceiver to a first side of the inlet end of the bypass
line is greater than a distance from the inner bottom
surface of the receiver to a second side of the inlet
end of the bypass line.

10. The air conditioner according to any one of claims 1
to 9, further comprising a receiver suction tube con-
nected to an upper portion of the receiver and guiding
at least a portion of the refrigerant passing through
the condenser to the receiver.

11. The air conditioner according to claim 10, further
comprising:

a first valve provided in the receiver suction tube
to control an amount of refrigerant suctioned into
the receiver; and
a second valve provided in the bypass line to
control an amount of refrigerant supplied from
the receiver to the accumulator.

12. The air conditioner according to claim 11, wherein
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one of the first valve or the second valve is normal
open valve.

13. The air conditioner according to any one of claims 1
to 12, wherein the receiver is positioned under the
accumulator.

14. The air conditioner according to any one of claims 1
to 13, wherein the receiver and the accumulator are
respectively defined within an interior space formed
in a single housing divided by a partition wall dis-
posed within the single housing.
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