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(54) Integrated circuit design system and method using preprocessor which changes hardware
description in accordance with configuration

(57) A preprocessor (23) processes a first circuit de-
scription file (21) containing a first hardware description
language and a second hardware description language
on the basis of a preprocessor control file (22). The pre-

processor (23) converts at least a portion described by
the first hardware description language in the first circuit
description file (21) into the second hardware descrip-
tion language to create and output a second circuit de-
scription file (24).
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a preproces-
sor which is used to automate operation of changing a
hardware description in accordance with a configura-
tion. The present invention also relates to an integrated
circuit design system using the preprocessor and an in-
tegrated circuit design method by the system. The
present invention is particularly suitable for a system
which automatically creates IP and software IP in ac-
cordance with user's designation, which creates a circuit
description file which can designate synchronous/asyn-
chronous reset of a flip-flop or change the cluster com-
bination of a gated clock.
[0002] Conventionally, an integrated circuit design
system is designed to have an arrangement as shown
in FIG. 1. A computer system used to design such an
integrated circuit and a method thereof are described in,
e.g., U.S. Patent No. 5,987,239 issued to Graham Kir-
sch, "COMPUTER SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR
BUILDING A HARDWARE DESCRIPTION LAN-
GUAGE REPRESENTATION OF CONTROL LOGIC
FOR A COMPLEX DIGITAL SYSTEM", Nov. 16, 1999.
[0003] A circuit description file 11 which is described
by a user using an existing language (Verilog-HDL: Ver-
ilog-Hardware Description Language or VHDL: Very
high speed integrated circuits Hardware Description
Language) and a logic synthesis control script file 12
(script file which controls a logic synthesis program) are
logically synthesized by a logic synthesis program 14 of
a processor (logic synthesis tool or computer) 13. The
logic synthesis program 14 executes processing for
converting the circuit description file 11 into a circuit de-
scription file using a "cell" serving as a basic unit of a
circuit to create a netlist 15. The netlist 15 is processed
by a layout wiring program (a program which lays out
cells and wirings) 16 to determine the layout of the cells
and wirings so that the circuit of a chip (semiconductor
integrated circuit) 17 is designed.
[0004] In the above conventional integrated circuit de-
sign system, to describe a synchronous reset circuit or
asynchronous reset circuit using an existing language
such as Verilog-HDL or VHDL, two descriptions for syn-
chronous reset and asynchronous reset must be man-
ually generated. In addition, when a flip-flop should be
changed to a gated clock to reduce power consumption,
the optimum cluster design method changes because
conditions such as the optimum number of flip-flops to
be put into one cluster and flip-flops that are laid out
close to each other in a chip and should therefore be
cluster-combined change depending on various factors.
Examples of factors are:

(1) The difference in physical technology of a sem-
iconductor integrated circuit (IC or LSI).
(2) The difference in circuit operation pattern, i.e.,
the manner a user application uses the circuit.
(3) The layout of circuits in a chip.

[0005] However, convergence to the optimum value
is conventionally difficult because descriptions for syn-
chronous reset and asynchronous reset are manually
generated, or a circuit for forming a gated clock is in-
serted by trial and error. In addition, to insert a circuit to
form a gated clock, peripheral circuits must be correct-
ed. If the circuit scale is large, the number of correction
portions may be as large as several hundreds, although
the correction concerns only the periphery of the de-
scription of the flip-flop. Furthermore, bugs are unavoid-
able in manual correction. Hence, function verification
operation is necessary every time a circuit is corrected.
The circuit scale and complexity of LSIs are rapidly in-
creasing. Accordingly, the time required for verification
operation also becomes long. This partly prolongs the
LSI development period or increases the cost.
[0006] A tool which automatically inserts a circuit for
gated clock formation already exists (e.g., Marcus Blüml
et al., "A Workbench for Generation of Component Mod-
els", 0-8186-4350-1/93 1993 IEEE, pp. 466-471). How-
ever, this tool cannot meet a particular requirement to,
e.g., combine designated clusters and is not necessarily
satisfactory.
[0007] It is therefore an object of the present invention
to provide a preprocessor which can create a circuit de-
scription file capable of changing the synchronous/
asynchronous designation of a flip-flop and the cluster
combination of gated clock.
[0008] It is another object of the present invention to
provide an integrated circuit design system which can
shorten the development period and reduce the cost
and an integrated circuit design method by this system.
[0009] According to an aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a preprocessor which processes
a first circuit description file containing a first hardware
description language and a second hardware descrip-
tion language on the basis of a preprocessor control file,
and converts at least a portion described by the first
hardware description language in the first circuit de-
scription file into the second hardware description lan-
guage to create and output a second circuit description
file.
[0010] When the preprocessor having the above ar-
rangement is used, a circuit description file (second cir-
cuit description file) capable of changing the synchro-
nous/ asynchronous designation of a flip-flop or the clus-
ter combination of gated clock can be created without
intervening manual operation. Hence, the manual oper-
ation time can be shortened, bugs can be prevented,
and no time is required for verification operation.
[0011] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention, there is provided an integrated circuit design
system comprising a preprocessor which processes a
first circuit description file containing a description of a
flip-flop described by a first hardware description lan-
guage on the basis of a preprocessor control file, cre-
ates a second circuit description file by converting at
least the description of the flip-flop into a second hard-
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ware description language, and creates a logic synthe-
sis control script file for a gated clock circuit, and a logic
synthesis tool which subjects the second circuit descrip-
tion file logical synthesizes using logic synthesis control
script file created by the preprocessor and converts the
files into a circuit description file using a cell as a basic
unit of a circuit to create a netlist and determines a layout
of cells and wirings in an integrated circuit on the basis
of the netlist.
[0012] According to the system having the above ar-
rangement, the preprocessor creates a circuit descrip-
tion file (second circuit description file) capable of
changing the synchronous/asynchronous designation
of a flip-flop or the cluster combination of gated clock.
An integrated circuit can be designed while automating
processing that is conventionally executed by manual
operation. Accordingly, the operation time can be short-
ened, bugs due to manual operation can be prevented,
and no time is required for verification operation. Hence,
the development period of integrated circuits can be
shortened, and the cost for design can also be reduced.
[0013] According to still another aspect of the present
invention, there is provided an integrated circuit design
method, comprising steps of inputting, to a preproces-
sor, a circuit description file containing a first hardware
description language and a second hardware descrip-
tion language and a preprocessor control file which con-
trols operation of the preprocessor and converting at
least a portion described by the first hardware descrip-
tion language in the circuit description file into the sec-
ond hardware description language, logically synthesiz-
ing a circuit description file output from the preprocessor
using a logic synthesis control script file for a gated clock
circuit and a logic synthesis control script file for circuits
other than the gated clock circuit by a logic synthesis
tool to convert the files into a circuit description file using
a cell as a basic unit of a circuit and create a netlist, and
determining the layout of the cells and wirings on the
basis of the netlist to design a circuit of a chip.
[0014] According to the above method, an integrated
circuit can be designed while automating processing
that is conventionally executed by manual operation.
Accordingly, the operation time can be shortened, bugs
due to manual operation can be prevented, and no time
is required for verification operation. As a result, the de-
velopment period of integrated circuits can be short-
ened, and the cost for design can be reduced.
[0015] This summary of the invention does not nec-
essarily describe all necessary features so that the in-
vention may also be a sub-combination of these de-
scribed features.
[0016] The invention can be more fully understood
from the following detailed description when taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram for explaining
a conventional integrated circuit design system and
integrated circuit design method;

FIG. 2 is a functional block diagram for explaining
a preprocessor and integrated circuit design system
according to the embodiment of the present inven-
tion, which shows the schematic arrangement of the
entire system;
FIG. 3 is a flow chart showing the schematic oper-
ation of the preprocessor in the system shown in
FIG. 2;
FIG. 4 is a flow chart showing the operation of the
preprocessor in the system shown in FIG. 2 and,
more particularly, the process subroutine of the first
stage in FIG. 3;
FIG. 5 is a flow chart showing the operation of the
preprocessor in the system shown in FIG. 2 and,
more particularly, the extended description analysis
subroutine in FIG. 3;
FIG. 6 is a flow chart showing the operation of the
preprocessor in the system shown in FIG. 2 and,
more particularly, the process subroutine of the sec-
ond stage in FIG. 3;
FIG. 7 is a flow chart showing the operation of the
preprocessor in the system shown in FIG. 2 and,
more particularly, the process subroutine of a tag B
in FIG. 3;
FIG. 8 is a flow chart showing the operation of the
preprocessor in the system shown in FIG. 2 and,
more particularly, the cluster combination subrou-
tine in FIG. 3;
FIG. 9 is a diagram for explaining the relationship
between an input and an output when synchronous/
asynchronous reset of a flip-flop is changed by the
preprocessor shown in FIGS. 3 to 8;
FIG. 10 is a diagram for explaining the relationship
between an input file and an output file when the
cluster combination function by the preprocessor
shown in FIGS. 3 to 8 is not used;
FIG. 11 is a circuit diagram showing the arrange-
ment of a circuit formed using the integrated circuit
design system shown in FIG. 2 and without using
the cluster combination function by the preproces-
sor shown in FIGS. 3 to 8;
FIG. 12 is a diagram for explaining the relationship
between an input file and an output file when the
cluster combination function by the preprocessor
shown in FIGS. 3 to 8 is used; and
FIG. 13 is a circuit diagram showing the arrange-
ment of a circuit formed using the circuit system
shown in FIG. 2 and the cluster combination func-
tion by the preprocessor shown in FIGS. 3 to 8.

[0017] FIG. 2 is a functional block diagram for explain-
ing a preprocessor and integrated circuit design system
according to the embodiment of the present invention,
which shows the schematic arrangement of the entire
system. A circuit description file 21 described by a user
and a preprocessor control file 22 (a description file
which controls the operation of the preprocessor) that is
also described by the user are input to a preprocessor
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23. Processing for the circuit description file 21 is exe-
cuted on the basis of the control data of the preproces-
sor control file 22. The circuit description file 21 contains
different hardware description languages (to be referred
to as a description language A and description language
B herein). The circuit description file 21 also has pieces
of information (a) to (f) described.

(a) The name of a reset signal
(b) The name of a clock signal
(c) The flip-flop reset scheme [synchronous/asyn-
chronous]
(d) Whether a gated clock is to be formed [YES/NO]
(e) If a gated clock is to be formed, whether the de-
scription of the clock gating is to be created by the
preprocessor

Whether the description is to be output in a de-
scription format that can be automatically recog-
nized by the automatic gated clock formation func-
tion of a logic synthesis program [automatic/created
by the preprocessor]
(f) Information (a plurality of pieces of information
can be described) about clusters to be regarded as
one (combination)

[0018] The description language A in the circuit de-
scription file 21 is converted into the existing description
language B (Verilog-HDL or VHDL) by the preprocessor
23 to generate a circuit description file 24. In addition, a
logic synthesis program 25 generates a logic synthesis
control script file (for gated clock circuit) 26 to be used
for gated clock formation.
[0019] In addition to the circuit description file 24 and
logic synthesis control script file 26, a logic synthesis
script file 28 which is prepared in advance for control of
circuits other than gated clocks is input to a logic syn-
thesis tool (computer) 27. In the logic synthesis program
25, processing for converting the circuit description file
24 into a circuit description file using a cell as a basic
unit of a circuit is executed. At this time, how to lay out
cells and wirings is not determined yet. A netlist (a circuit
description using cells output from the logic synthesis
program) 29 is created by the logic synthesis program
25.
[0020] The netlist 29 is processed by a layout wiring
program (a program which lays out cells and wirings) 30
so the layout of cells and wirings is determined. On the
basis of the processing result of the layout wiring pro-
gram 30, the circuit of a chip (semiconductor integrated
circuit) 31 is designed.
[0021] FIGS. 3 to 8 are flow charts showing the oper-
ation of the preprocessor 23 in the integrated circuit de-
sign system shown in FIG. 2. FIG. 3 is a flow chart show-
ing the schematic operation of the preprocessor in the
system shown in FIG. 2. FIG. 4 is a flow chart showing
the process subroutine. FIG. 5 is a flow chart showing
the extended description analysis subroutine. FIG. 6 is
a flow chart showing the process subroutine of the sec-

ond stage. FIG. 7 is a flow chart showing the process
subroutine of a tag B. FIG. 8 is a flow chart showing the
cluster combination subroutine.
[0022] As shown in FIG. 3, when the operation of the
program main body of the preprocessor 23 starts, the
preprocessor control file is loaded and interpreted, and
the information is stored in an array CTRL (STEP1).
[0023] The flow advances to the process subroutine
of the first stage shown in FIG. 4 (STEP2). In the
processing of the first stage, the circuit description file
21 by the user is opened (STEP3), and it is determined
whether the file is ended (STEP4). If NO in STEP4, it is
determined whether the file has a description about an
extended description (STEP5). If YES in STEP5, the
flow jumps to the extended description analysis subrou-
tine (STEP6). If NO in STEP5, a tag "A" is added and
stored in a temporary buffer tmp without any conversion
(STEP7). Then, the flow returns to the determination op-
eration in STEP4. The operation in STEP4 to STEP7 is
repeated until it is determined that the file is ended. If
YES in STEP4, the flow returns to the subroutine invo-
cation source (STEP2).
[0024] In the extended description subroutine, it is de-
termined whether it is an extended description about a
flip-flop (STEP8), as shown in FIG. 5. If YES in STEP8,
pieces of information are stored in the variables of a
structure FF by syntax analysis of the extended circuit
description (STEP9). If NO in STEP8, error processing
is executed, and the program is ended (STEP10). In
storing the information in the variables of the structure
FF, the name of the flip-flop is stored in Name. The
number of bits of the flip-flop is stored in BitNum. The
cluster number is stored in ClusterNo. The pointer to the
name of control signal group of the flip-flop is stored in
CtrlNamePtr*. A value which should be substituted when
the number of control signals of the flip-flop becomes 1
or information of the pointer to the signal group is stored
in ValPtr*.
[0025] The tag "B" is added to the pointer of the entity
of the structure FF and stored in the temporary buffer
tmp (STEP11).
[0026] Then, the flow returns to the subroutine invo-
cation source (STEP5).
[0027] When the above-described process subrou-
tine of the first stage is ended, the flow jumps to the proc-
ess subroutine of the second stage (STEP12). In the
process subroutine of the second stage, it is determined
first whether the temporary buffer tmp is ended
(STEP13), as shown in FIG. 6. If NO in STEP13, the tag
and stored information are acquired from the temporary
buffer tmp (STEP14). It is determined whether the tag
is the tag "B" (STEP15). If NO in STEP15, the stored
information is directly output to an output file OUT
(STEP16). The flow returns to STEP13 to repeat the
same processing as described above. If YES in
STEP13, the flow returns to the subroutine invocation
source (STEP12). On the other hand, if YES in STEP15,
the flow jumps to the process subroutine of the tag "B"

5 6



EP 1 465 086 A2

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

(STEP17).
[0028] In the process subroutine of the tag "B", as
shown in FIG. 7, it is determined whether a designation
that validates the gated clock function is present in the
array CTRL and whether a designation to cluster-com-
bine the variable ClusterNo (= CurrentNo) in the data of
the structure FF stored together with the tag "B" and an-
other ClusterNo (= AppendNo) is present (STEP18). If
a cluster combination designation is present, the flow
jumps to the cluster combination subroutine (STEP19).
If no cluster combination designation is present, it is de-
termined whether a designation to directly lay out a gat-
ed clock cell is present in the array CTRL (STEP20). If
YES in STEP20, the clock signal stored in the array
CTRL is changed such that a signal name after passing
through a gated clock control circuit is used as a clock
signal for a flip-flop. In addition, a Verilog description for
the control circuit is output to the output file OUT
(STEP21). If NO in STEP20, the clock signal stored in
the array CTRL is used as a clock signal for a flip-flop
(STEP22).
[0029] It is determined for the processing result in
STEP21 and STEP22 whether an item to set the flip-
flop to asynchronous reset is present in the array CTRL
(STEP23). If YES in STEP23, and a signal that is the
same as the "reset signal" stored in the array CTRL is
present in an array indicated by the variable CtrlNameP-
tr of the structure FF, the signal is regarded as an asyn-
chronous reset signal. A Verilog description which sets
a flip-flop having asynchronous reset is created for the
contents of the structure FF and output to the output file
OUT (STEP24). If NO in STEP23, and a signal that is
the same as the "reset signal" stored in the array CTRL
is present in an array indicated by the variable Ctrl-
NamePtr of the structure FF, the signal is regarded as
a synchronous reset signal. A Verilog description which
sets a flip-flop having synchronous reset is created for
the contents of the structure FF and output to the output
file OUT (STEP25). Then, the flow returns to the sub-
routine invocation source (STEP15).
[0030] When the flow jumps to the cluster combina-
tion subroutine in STEP19, it is determined whether Ap-
pendNo to be combined is present (STEP26), as shown
in FIG. 8. If YES in STEP26, the structure FF of the Cur-
rentNo and the structure of AppendNo are combined to
change the structure FF of CurrentNo such that one gat-
ed clock is formed (STEP27). Next, of circuits necessary
for combination, a description about a Verilog descrip-
tion that cannot be expressed only by the structure FF
is created and output to the output file OUT (STEP28).
After that, information about the Verilog description is
deleted from the temporary buffer tmp (STEP29). The
flow returns to STEP26. The processing in STEP27 to
STEP29 is repeated until the number of AppendNo to
be combined becomes 0. When no AppendNo to be
combined remains, information such as the register
name of the flip-flop that has undergone gated clock for-
mation is output in a format of a logic synthesis control

file (STEP30). Next, the flow returns to the subroutine
invocation source (STEP18).
[0031] FIG. 9 shows an input file and output file when
the synchronous/asynchronous reset designation of a
flip-flop is changed by the preprocessor shown in FIGS.
3 to 8. FIG. 9 shows output results of a conversion pro-
gram A (Program A) when synchronous reset/asynchro-
nous reset is set as the reset scheme of the flip-flop.
[0032] Referring to FIG. 9, "</" and "/>" are markers.
The description of a portion sandwiched between "</"
and "/>" is a conversion object. Here, clk clock desig-
nates the name (clock in this example) of a clock signal
in the hardware description after conversion, and delay
designates the delay value (2 in this example) of simu-
lation in the hardware description after conversion.
[0033] In addition, program A means the conversion
program A of the preprocessor 23, option-SYNC desig-
nates to output, to program A, a hardware description
which initializes the flip-flop by a synchronous reset
scheme, and option-ASYNC designates to output, to
program A, a hardware description which initializes the
flip-flop by an asynchronous reset scheme.
[0034] In correspondence with the above input file to
the preprocessor, a processing result by the conversion
program A is output in accordance with the synchro-
nous/ asynchronous reset designation of the flip-flop.
[0035] In this way, a circuit description file which can
freely change the synchronous/asynchronous designa-
tion of a flip-flop can be created by the preprocessor 23.
In addition, two descriptions about reset of the flip-flop,
i.e., a description with "synchronous reset" and a de-
scription with "asynchronous reset" can be obtained by
executing the conversion program A twice. The descrip-
tion with "synchronous reset" and description with
"asynchronous reset" can be obtained in a shorter time
as compared to the case wherein the two descriptions
are manually generated.
[0036] FIG. 10 shows an example of an input file and
output file of the preprocessor (conversion program A)
23 when the gated clock function is used without any
grouping designation (when the cluster combination
function is not used). FIG. 11 shows an example of a
circuit formed from the output file shown in FIG. 10. Re-
ferring to FIG. 11, a00 and a01 represent circuits which
stop (gating) a clock signal, b00 and b02 represent
latches, b01 and b03 represent AND circuits, c00, c01,
and c02 represent flip-flops, and d00 and d01 represent
clusters.
[0037] When a signal enable gate-clock which in-
structs the gated clock function is input to the preproc-
essor 23, the input file is processed by the conversion
program A, and an output file is created.
[0038] FIG. 12 shows an example of an input file and
output file of the preprocessor (conversion program A)
when the gated clock function is used with a grouping
designation (when the cluster combination function is
used). FIG. 13 shows an example of a circuit formed
from the output file shown in FIG. 12. The signal enable
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gate-clock which instructs the gated clock function and
a signal grouping {FF00, FF01} which instructs the clus-
ter combination function are input to the preprocessor
23. Referring to FIG. 13, a00 represents a circuit which
stops (gating) a clock signal, b00 represents a latch, b01
represents an AND circuit, c00, c01, and c02 represent
flip-flops, and d00 represents a cluster.
[0039] As described above, a circuit description file
which can change not only the synchronous/asynchro-
nous designation of a flip-flop but also cluster combina-
tion of gated clock can be created. In addition, since a
larger cluster can easily be implemented by the cluster
combination function in gated clock formation for reduc-
tion of power consumption, the time required for opera-
tion of obtaining the optimum value of cluster size can
greatly be shortened.
[0040] As described above, in the preprocessor, inte-
grated circuit design system, and integrated circuit de-
sign method according to the embodiment of the present
invention, the hardware description of a flip-flop is made
in a format that does not specify whether the flip-flop is
with synchronous reset or a flip-flop with an asynchro-
nous reset. The description about the flip-flop is made
using the first hardware description language in a file
(first circuit description file) described using an existing
hardware description language (second hardware de-
scription language). When the circuit description file
having the description about the flip-flop embedded is
processed by the conversion program A, the description
part about the flip-flop is converted into the existing
hardware description language and output. At this time,
a flip-flop description of synchronous reset scheme can
be output in accordance with an argument supplied to
the conversion program A. In a similar manner, a flip-
flop description of asynchronous reset scheme can also
be output.
[0041] In this way, when hardware description lan-
guage conversion is automated using the conversion
program A, hardware descriptions described for both
the "synchronous reset" scheme and the "asynchronous
reset" scheme can easily be obtained. In addition, when
the description side of, e.g., "synchronous reset"
scheme is verified, the description of "asynchronous re-
set" scheme is also verified. Hence, the time required
for verification of two hardware descriptions can be
halved. Accordingly, the development period of LSIs
and the like can also be shortened.
[0042] Furthermore, a designation to use a gated
clock as the clock of the flip-flop can be designated for
the conversion program A. In this case, a description
with clock gating of the flip-flop is created. Moreover,
when a description X and a description Y are present
for the flip-flop, a clock can be shared by the descriptions
X and Y, and gated clock formation can be executed for
the shared clock (cluster combination).
[0043] As described above, RTL descriptions corre-
sponding to various configurations can easily be ob-
tained.

[0044] Hence, according to the above-described ar-
rangement and design method, a circuit description file
which can change the synchronous/asynchronous des-
ignation of a flip-flop and the cluster combination of a
gated clock can be created by the preprocessor 23. For
this reason, the development period can be shortened,
and the cost can be reduced. In manual operation, cor-
rection must be performed because of bugs, and func-
tion verification operation must be executed every time
a circuit is corrected. With the automation, the verifica-
tion operation is unnecessary. The development period
can be shortened, and the cost can be reduced even
from this viewpoint.
[0045] In the above embodiment, the circuit descrip-
tion file 21 and preprocessor control file 22 have been
described as separate files for the descriptive conven-
ience. However, the files may be integrated into one file,
as a matter of course.
[0046] As described above, according to one aspect
of this invention, a preprocessor which can create a cir-
cuit description file capable of changing the synchro-
nous/asynchronous designation of a flip-flop and the
cluster combination of gated clock can be obtained.
[0047] In addition, an integrated circuit design system
which can shorten the development period and reduce
the cost and an integrated circuit design method by this
system can be obtained.

Claims

1. A preprocessor which changes a hardware descrip-
tion in accordance with a configuration, character-
ized in that

a first circuit description file (21) containing a
first hardware description language and a second
hardware description language is processed on the
basis of a preprocessor control file (22), and at least
a portion described by the first hardware description
language in the first circuit description file (21) is
converted into the second hardware description
language to create and output a second circuit de-
scription file (24).

2. A preprocessor according to claim 1, character-
ized in that a logic synthesis control script file (26)
for a gated clock circuit is further created and output
on the basis of the preprocessor control file (22) and
the first circuit description file (21).

3. A preprocessor according to claim 1, character-
ized in that the second hardware description lan-
guage includes one of Verilog-HDL and VHDL.

4. A preprocessor according to claim 1, character-
ized in that the processing of the first circuit de-
scription file (21) is processing of extracting the first
hardware description language from the first circuit
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description file (21), converting the first hardware
description language into the second hardware de-
scription language, and outputting the second cir-
cuit description file without converting a portion de-
scribed by the second hardware description lan-
guage in the first circuit description file (21).

5. A preprocessor according to claim 1, character-
ized in that the first circuit description file (21) in-
cludes a description about a flip-flop, which is de-
scribed by the first hardware description language,
and information corresponding to a circuit obtained
by forming a gated clock of the description about
the flip-flop is converted into the second hardware
description language and output.

6. A preprocessor according to claim 5, character-
ized in that the description about the flip-flop, which
is made by the first hardware description language,
is made without specifying a reset scheme of the
flip-flop, and whether the flip-flop should use a syn-
chronous reset scheme or an asynchronous reset
scheme is designated in converting at least the por-
tion described by the first hardware description lan-
guage in the first circuit description file (21) into the
second hardware description language.

7. A preprocessor according to claim 5, character-
ized in that in the description about the flip-flop, one
cluster number is assigned to one flip-flop descrip-
tion.

8. A preprocessor according to claim 5, character-
ized in that the second circuit description file (24)
is obtained by converting descriptions of flip-flops
indicated by a plurality of cluster numbers into a de-
scription of a flip-flop to be driven by one gated clock
signal.

9. An integrated circuit design system having a logic
synthesis tool which determines a layout of cells
and wirings in an integrated circuit on the basis of
a netlist, characterized by comprising:

a preprocessor (23) which processes a first cir-
cuit description file (21) containing a descrip-
tion of a flip-flop described by a first hardware
description language on the basis of a preproc-
essor control file (22), creates a second circuit
description file (24) by converting at least the
description of the flip-flop into a second hard-
ware description language, and creates a logic
synthesis control script file (26) for a gated
clock circuit,

wherein the second circuit description file (24)
to logical synthesizes using logic synthesis control
script file (26) created by the preprocessor (23) and

converted into a circuit description file using a cell
as a basic unit of a circuit to create a netlist (29) and
determine the layout of the cells and wirings in the
integrated circuit.

10. A system according to claim 9, characterized in
that the netlist (29) is created by logically synthe-
sizing, in addition to the second circuit description
file (24) and logic synthesis control script file (26),
a logic synthesis control script file (28) for control
other than a gated clock.

11. A system according to claim 9, characterized in
that information for gated clock formation of the flip-
flop is created by logic synthesis by a logic synthe-
sis tool (27).

12. A system according to claim 9, characterized in
that the description about the flip-flop, which is
made by the first hardware description language, is
made without specifying a reset scheme of the flip-
flop, and whether the flip-flop should use a synchro-
nous reset scheme or an asynchronous reset
scheme is designated in converting at least the por-
tion described by the first hardware description lan-
guage in the first circuit description file into the sec-
ond hardware description language.

13. A system according to claim 9, characterized in
that in the description about the flip-flop, one cluster
number is assigned to one flip-flop description.

14. A system according to claim 9, characterized in
that the second circuit description file (24) is ob-
tained by converting descriptions of flip-flops indi-
cated by a plurality of cluster numbers into a de-
scription of a flip-flop to be driven by one gated clock
signal.

15. An integrated circuit design method which process-
es a netlist by a layout wiring program to determine
a layout of cells and wirings in an integrated circuit,
characterized by comprising steps of:

inputting, to a preprocessor (23), a circuit de-
scription file (21) containing a first hardware de-
scription language and a second hardware.de-
scription language and a preprocessor control
file which controls operation of the preproces-
sor and converting at least a portion described
by the first hardware description language in
the circuit description file (21) into the second
hardware description language;
logically synthesizing a circuit description file
(24) output from the preprocessor (23) using a
logic synthesis control script file (26) for a gated
clock circuit and a logic synthesis control script
file (28) for circuits other than the gated clock
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circuit by a logic synthesis tool (27) to convert
the files into a circuit description file using a cell
as a basic unit of a circuit and create a netlist
(29); and
determining the layout of the cells and the wir-
ings on the basis of the netlist (29) to design a
circuit of a chip.

16. A method according to claim 15, characterized in
that the circuit description file (21) includes a de-
scription about a flip-flop, which is made by the first
hardware description language, and a synchro-
nous/ asynchronous designation and cluster com-
bination of a gated clock are changed by the pre-
processor (23).

17. A method according to claim 16, characterized in
that the preprocessor control file (22) contains at
least one of pieces of information representing a
name of a reset signal, a name of a clock signal, a
flip-flop reset scheme, whether a gated clock is to
be formed, if the gated clock is to be formed, wheth-
er a description of clock gating is to be created by
the preprocessor (23), whether the description is to
be output in a description format that can be auto-
matically recognized by an automatic gated clock
formation function of a logic synthesis program (25),
and information about clusters to be regarded as
one.

18. A method according to claim 15, characterized in
that the step of converting at least the portion de-
scribed by the first hardware description language
in the circuit description file (21) into the second
hardware description language comprises steps of

loading and interpreting the preprocessor
control file (22) and storing the interpreted informa-
tion in the preprocessor (23) (STEP1),

determining whether the information stored in
the preprocessor (23) is related to an extended de-
scription (STEP5), and if the information is related
to the extended description, analyzing the extended
description (STEP8, STEP9, STEP11),

determining a tag when it is determined that
the information is not related to the extended de-
scription (STEP14, STEP15, STEP16),

determining a cluster combination designa-
tion when it is determined that the tag is a predeter-
mined tag (STEP27, STEP28, STEP29, STEP30),

designating whether the flip-flop should use
synchronous reset or asynchronous reset
(STEP23) and creating a circuit description corre-
sponding to the flip-flop of synchronous reset
(STEP25) or a circuit description corresponding to
the flip-flop of asynchronous reset (STEP24), and

creating information necessary for cluster
combination when the cluster combination designa-
tion is present (STEP27, STEP28).

19. A method according to claim 18, characterized in
that the step of analyzing the extended description
comprises steps of

determining whether the extended descrip-
tion is an extended description about the flip-flop
(STEP8),

storing information in each variable of a struc-
ture flip-flop when it is determined in the determina-
tion step that the extended description is the ex-
tended description about the flip-flop (STEP9), and

adding a tag to a pointer to an entity of the
structure flip-flop and storing the tag in a temporary
buffer (STEP11).

20. A method according to claim 18, characterized in
that the step of determining the tag comprises steps
of

acquiring the tag and stored information from
the temporary buffer (STEP14), and

determining whether the tag is the predeter-
mined tag (STEP15), and when the tag is not the
predetermined tag, directly outputting the stored in-
formation to an output file (STEP16).
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