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(54) System and method for managing load on a power grid

(57) A method and system of managing load on a
power grid supplying power to a variety of electrical loads,
for example to battery charging terminals connected to
electric vehicles. The operating state of the loads is mon-
itored in order to obtain usage information, which is then
analysed and used to generate predictions for the future

about the behaviour of those loads and starting state of
those loads in lieu of additional measuring equipment.
Thereafter, the system may be requested to alter the total
power supplied to all or some of the loads, which is im-
plemented by controlling an operating state of at least
one of the loads based on the generated predictions.
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Description

Technical field of invention

[0001] The present invention generally relates to meth-
ods and systems for managing load on a power grid sup-
plying power to a variety of electrical loads; the present
invention is, for example, concerned with a case where
the electrical loads drawing power from the power grid
are battery charging terminals coupled to electrical vehi-
cles (EVs).

Background to the invention

[0002] Electric vehicles (EVs), including hybrid electric
vehicles (HEVs), are now widely known in the automobile
industry and are advantageous in many respects over
conventional vehicles propelled solely through internal
combustion engines (ICE) such as vehicles running on
gasoline and diesel. A major issue with such EVs is reg-
ular charging of batteries of the EVs which provide motive
power to propel the EVs. For such charging, the EVs
need to draw power from a power supply to which they
may be coupled directly or through a battery charging
terminal. With an increased usage of EVs, an amount of
power consumption through the power grids supplying
power to EVs will increase substantially, globally. On ac-
count of many customers shifting their focus to EVs in
preference to ICE propelled vehicles, the power demand
faced by those power grids will substantially increase in
future. Eventually, this will lead to a mismatch in power
supply and power demand in many regions worldwide,
potentially causing imbalances in the power grids.
[0003] Conventional systems for balancing loads ex-
perienced by power grids, due to energy consumed by
EVs for charging purposes, propose time delayed switch-
ing of charging cycles of the EVs or systems that focus
on the issue of grid load balancing without considering
the impact on users of electric vehicles. This may create
problems for users of EVs, as there may be certain mo-
ments when a power source operable to charge an EV
has been restricted due to a demand to reduce load on
a power grid supplying power to the power source and
this may coincide with the users’ need to charge their
EVs. As a result, the users’ ability to use their EVs would
be thereby restricted.
[0004] Other attempts in this respect include coupling
power line communication (PLC) modems or telemetry
systems to the EVs, for measuring charge states of their
batteries, either directly or indirectly, through a controller
area network (CAN) bus. However, this approach of add-
ing supporting components to the EVs’ hardware causes
additional complications and also increases costs.
[0005] Therefore, considering the aforementioned
problems, there exists a need for an effective mechanism
for managing a load coupled to a power grid supplying
power to EVs while also considering needs of users of
the EVs.

Summary of the invention

[0006] The present disclosure seeks to provide a more
effective and efficient system and a method for managing
load on a power grid; for example, the present disclosure
seeks to provide a more effective and efficient system
and a method for managing a power distribution through,
and a power load on, a power grid, when one or more
electrical loads are coupled thereto, for drawing power
therefrom. The electrical loads may be electric vehicles
(EVs) connected to the power grid directly or via battery
charging terminals and the method allows for managing
loadwithout impacting a user’s ability to use the EV due
to insufficient state of charge due to interupted charging
[0007] In one aspect, the present disclosure provides
a method of managing a load experienced by a power
grid supplying power to one or more electrical loads,
which derive power from the power grid. The method
includes monitoring an operating state of one or more
electrical loads. As a result of the monitoring, usage in-
formation corresponding to one or more of the one or
more electrical loads is obtained and from this user be-
havioural patterns are established. The usage informa-
tion is based upon monitoring parameters of any of the
electrical loads, for example the parameters optionally
include an identifier of the electrical load, a start time
stamp, an end time stamp, a duration of power consump-
tion, a quantatitive value of power consumption, fluctua-
tions and variations in the rate of power consumption and
other parameters.
[0008] Subsequently, the method includes analysing
the usage information, in order to infer user information
and user - vehicle behavioural patterns which may in-
clude parameters such as average number of usage cy-
cles in a period of time, a distribution of durations of those
usage cycles, power drawn during those usage cycles,
and other parameters.
[0009] The method then includes controlling the oper-
ating states of one or more electrical loads based on the
usage information and user-vehicle behavioural pat-
terns. Specifically, the method includes switching on or
switching off, or reducing the power demand or increas-
ing the power demand of one or more of the electrical
loads based on an availability of energy from the power
grid as a function of the number of active electrical loads
at a given point in time whilst balancing the ’global’ needs
of the system to reduce or increase the power demand
with the ’local’ needs of a user who’s behavioural model
reflects thier tolerance to charge cycle interuption at any
given time.
[0010] Optionally, the embodiemnt of the method is
characterised in that the at least one external agent
that sends the at least one request to the central controller
is contacted through at least one communication channel
to inform the at least one external agent of the state of
the execution of the at least one request sent.
[0011] Optionally, the embodiment of the method is
characterised in that at least one user of the at least
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one electrical load sets preferences concerning the con-
trolling of the operating state of the at least one electrical
load using at least one communication channel, wherein
the preferences include at least one of the amount of time
the usage of the electrical loads may be interrupted and
may not be interrupted.
[0012] Optionally, the emobodiment of the method is
characterised in that at least one operator of the central
controller uses a Human-Machine Interface (HMI) to
monitor at least one of a state of the central controller, a
state of all electrical loads connected to it at any given
time, predictions obtained, historical information, where-
in the HMI allows the at least one operator to change
manually any of the decisions made by the central con-
troller and to change any parameters used by the central
controller. Optionally, the emobodiment of the system is
characterised in that the monitoring module monitors
the operating state of the at least one electrical load by
using at least one communication channel between the
at least one electrical load and the monitoring module,
wherein the monitoring of the at least one electrical load
is performed without any active input from users of the
at least one electrical load, wherein the monitoring is per-
formed in one of a continuous manner, a real time manner
and an intermittent manner when the at least one elec-
trical load sends messages to the monitoring module at
the start of each usage cycle, at the end of the usage
cycle, and at any time during the usage cycle.
[0013] Optionally, the emobodiment of the system is
characterised in that the monitoring module includes a
logging module, wherein the usage information obtained
from the at least one electrical load is stored in the logging
module and analysed by the analysing module, wherein
the analysis of the usage information includes calculating
parameters which include at least one of a frequency
profile of usage cycles, a distribution of the lengths of the
usage cycles, and a distribution of the power drawn dur-
ing the usage cycles.
[0014] Optionally, the emobodiment of the system is
characterised in that the analysing module includes a
predictor module, wherein the predictor module gener-
ates the predictions about the usage characteristics of
the at least one electrical load by using stored historical
information and calculated parameters, the predicted us-
age characteristics including at least one of: a duration
of the usage cycles of the loads, a power drawn by the
loads during their usage, and a probability of the loads
drawing power at specific times in future.
[0015] Optionally, the emobodiment of the system is
characterised in that the analysing module includes a
request receiving module, wherein the request receiving
module receives the at least one request received from
the at least one external agent, and wherein the at least
one request includes performing one of: shedding a spec-
ified amount of power, maintaining a total amount of pow-
er supplied to the at least one load below a specified
maximum, and increasing the power supplied to the
loads, wherein the at least one request specifies whether

they are applied to one of: the whole power grid or a
subset of the power grid, and wherein the at least one
request also specifies a time frame in which the at least
one request is to be executed.
[0016] Optionally, the emobodiment of the system is
characterised in that the analysing module includes a
request evaluating module, wherein when the at least
one request is received, the request evaluating module
determines one of:

a. to accept the at least one request completely;
b. to accept the at least one request partially; and
c. to reject the at least one request, on a basis of the
predictions obtained for one of the whole grid or a
subset of the power grid.

[0017] Optionally, the emobodiment of the system is
characterised in that the controlling module includes a
communication module for contacting the at least one
external agent that sends the at least one request through
at least one communication channel to inform the at least
one external agent of a state of execution of the sent at
least one request.
[0018] Optionally, the emobodiment of the system is
characterised in that the analysing module includes a
rank assigning module, wherein the rank assigning mod-
ule establishes a ranking of the at least one electrical
load, whenever it is decided that the operating state of
the at least one electrical load is to be altered in order to
accept the at least one request, wherein the ranking de-
termines which of the at least one electrical loads’ oper-
ating state should be changed, wherein the ranking is
established on a basis of factors which include a predict-
ed operating state of each load, a recorded past operating
state of each load, a likelihood of the predictions pertain-
ing to each load being correct, user satisfaction, and
costs involved with controlling each load.
[0019] Optionally, the emobodiment of the system is
characterised in that the controlling module includes a
command sending module configured to send at least
one command via at least one communication channel
to control an operating state of the at least one electrical
load, wherein the at least one command sending module
is operable to send commands for at least one of: inter-
rupting a usage of the at least one electrical load, reduc-
ing power supplied to the at least one electrical load,
increasing power supplied to the at least one electrical
load, and resuming the normal usage of the at least one
electrical load, wherein the at least one command is ex-
ecuted on a basis of a time frame provided in the at least
one command, wherein the at least one command is ex-
ecuted as soon as it is received when no time frame is
defined in the at least one command.
[0020] Optionally, the emobodiment of the system is
characterised in that the system is configured to allow
at least one user of the at least one electrical load to set
preferences concerning controlling of one or more oper-
ating states of the at least one electrical load using at
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least one communication channel, wherein the prefer-
ences include at least one of: an amount of time the usage
of the electrical loads may be interrupted, and an amount
of time the usage of the electrical loads may not be in-
terrupted.
[0021] The system and the method enable efficient
management of a load distribution through a power grid,
such as smoothing out peaks in a demand curve in order
to contribute to effective power grid balancing, without
affecting a normal usage of the electrical loads, and with-
out there being a need to install any additional complex
hardware within the electrical load, as aforementioned.
The system requires no increase in computational and
measurement capacity at the vehicle nor communication
systems from the vehicle by which to transmit informa-
tion. By collecting the historical information of charging
events and then modelling the patterns of recharging
events, the state of the vehicle is predicted rather than
measured.
[0022] Additional aspects, advantages, features and
objects of the present disclosure would be made appar-
ent from the drawings and the detailed description of the
illustrative embodiments construed in conjunction with
the appended claims that follow. It will be appreciated
that features of the invention are susceptible to being
combined in any combination without departing from the
scope of the invention as defined by the appended
claims.

Description of the diagrams

[0023] Embodiments of the present invention will be
described, by way of example, with reference to following
diagrams wherein:

Fig. 1 is an illustration of an environment for man-
aging load on a power grid supplying electricity to a
plurality of electrical loads, in accordance an exem-
plary embodiment of the present disclosure; option-
ally, the plurality of electrical loads includes one or
more battery charging terminals;

Fig. 2 is an illustration of an apparatus for managing
load on a powergrid, based on requests received to
alter the load on the power grid, in accordance with
an embodiment of the present disclosure;

Fig. 3 is a detailed illustration of an apparatus for
managing load on a power grid, based on requests
received, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present disclosure;

Fig. 4 is an illustration of steps of a method of man-
aging and distributing load on a power grid, based
on receiving a request to alter the load on the power
grid, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present disclosure; and

Fig. 5 is an illustration of an exemplary embodiment
for managing and distributing load on a power grid
when a load shed request is received, in accordance
with an embodiment of the present disclosure.

[0024] In the accompanying diagrams, an underlined
number is employed to represent an item over which the
underlined number is positioned or an item to which the
underlined number is adjacent. A non-underlined number
relates to an item identified by a line linking the non-un-
derlined number to the item. When a number is non-un-
derlined and accompanied by an associated arrow, the
non-underlined number is used to identify a general item
at which the arrow is pointing.

Description of embodiments of the invention

[0025] The following detailed description discloses as-
pects of the claimed invention and the ways it can be
implemented. However, the description is not intended
to define or limit the invention, such definition or limitation
being solely contained in the claims appended thereto.
Although the best mode of carrying out the invention has
been disclosed comprehensively, those skilled in the art
would recognize that other embodiments for carrying out
or practicing the invention are also possible.
[0026] A method is specifically explained in the de-
scription with reference to an example case where it per-
tains to electric vehicles (EVs), including hybrid electric
vehicles (HEVs). However, the example case pertaining
to EVs should not be construed as a limitation to the
scope of the present disclosure, and the method may
find its application in other environments too, where man-
agement of a load on a power grid may be desired whilst
also ensuring an agregated set of ’local’ conditions or
objectives are met in concert with the grid load manag-
ment objective. Conditions that those environments need
to fulfil in order for the system disclosed to be applicable
to them are described in the end of this section.
[0027] EVs are now widely used in many countries, as
an alternative to vehicles propelled solely through their
internal combustion engines (ICE), despite ICE-pro-
pelled vehicles having some overriding advantages. A
major concern in respect of these EVs is that they require
periodic charging of their batteries when employed in
practice. Power grids are connectable to these EVs, for
charging their batteries. Due to the increased use of these
EVs, a need for managing power consumption through
power grids, for charging such EVs, has significantly in-
creased. An additional problem is that times of day when
most of charging of the batteries takes place coincides
with the peaks in a demand curve for power at a national
level. In addition the capacity to involve an individual
charging station and EV often variesdepending on the
behaviour patterns of the user associated with the EV.
Some EVs may be used very little whilst other regularly
and these different behaviours will change the magnitude
of availabiilty for involvement in grid load management
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events. These behaviourdifferences will manifest them-
selves in different states of charge when EV or other ve-
hicles are connected to a charging station and differernt
target states of charge are initiated to allow ’normal’ use
for the particular user. Therefore, there arises a need to
intelligently manage a load distribution through power
grids whilst respecting a second series of system objec-
tives to overcome the aforementioned challenges.
[0028] Conventionally,approaches which address the
aforementioned challenges tend to complicate hardware
of the EVs’, by installing additional components within
the EVs, to measure associated battery charge states.
Furthermore, most conventional approaches do not con-
sider the satisfaction of users of the EVs when performing
load management, rather they assume that the battery
state of charge must be full come the end of charging
cycle. With the development of EV and battery technol-
ogy the range of the vehicle due to increased efficiency
and increased battery capacity may well result in EVs
typically never being fully charged as the user behaviour
does not require. Thus our approach of monitoring, de-
termination and modelling what the user behaviour or
vehicle behaviour requires would better satisfy the end
user than a system that does not recognise the user be-
haviour and simply aims to fill the battery every charge
cycle.
[0029] The present disclosure pertains to a method
and a system for efficiently managing load distribution
through a power grid supplying power to a plurality of
EVs, for example mutually different EVs, connected to
the power grid through multiple charging terminals. More-
over, the method and system optionally do not require
any extra hardware to be installed or any transmission
of data between vehicle and another part of the system,
they do not require active input from users of the EVs,
and they do not noticeably alter the satisfaction of the
users of the EVs.
[0030] The following embodiments are described as
applied to a situation where the electrical loads connect-
ed to the power grid are battery charging terminals cou-
pled to electric vehicles (EVs). However, they can also
be applied to situations where the electrical loads draw-
ing power from the grid are of a mutually different nature,
so long as they fulfil the conditions indicated at the end
of this description of the embodiments.
[0031] Referring to Fig. 1, there is shown an illustration
of an exemplary environment for managing load on a
power grid supplying electricity to a plurality of electric
loads in accordance with an embodiment of the present
disclosure. In this embodiment, the electric loads are bat-
tery charging terminals from which EVs draw power to
charge their batteries.
[0032] A balancing operator 105 provides balancing
services and supplies electricity to one or more battery
charging terminals 110, 115 and 120. The balancing op-
erator 105 may, for example, be a power grid. Though
only three battery charging terminals have been shown
for illustrative purpose, this number of battery charging

terminals is not intended to limit the scope of the present
disclosure. The battery charging terminals 110, 115 and
120 supply power for charging the EVs 140, 145 and 150,
respectively.
[0033] A transmission or distribution provider 125 con-
trols the power supplied to some of the battery charging
terminals. Moreover, an electricity provider 130 provides
the power for some of the battery charging terminals. The
balancing operator 105_may be, for example, a big elec-
tricity transmission company as National Grid® in UK.
The transmission or distribution provider 125 may, for
example, be a company such as UK Power Networks®,
and the electricity provider 130 may be a small private
electricity provider such as Haven Power®, Dual Ener-
gy® and Opus Energy® in the UK. There may be, for
example, more than one small private electricity provider;
the number of private electricity providers is not intended
to limit the scope of the present disclosure.
[0034] The balancing operator 105, the transmission
or distribution operator 125 and the electricity provider
130 are connected to a central controller 135. Further-
more, users of the electric vehicles 140, 145 and 150
provide user inputs 160 to select preferences regarding
the charging of their EVs. The users provide the user
inputs 160 using a communication channel; the commu-
nication channel may, for example, be a webpage or a
smart phone application executing upon a smart phone
or similar wireless communication device. The central
controller 135, together with the balancing operator 105,
the transmission or distribution provider 125, the elec-
tricity provider 130, the user inputs 160, and the battery
charging terminals 110, 115 and 120, control the power
supply to the battery charging terminals 110, 115 and
120, in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of
the invention. The central controller 135 is described in
detail in conjunction with Fig. 2, 3 and 4 below.
[0035] In Fig. 2, there is provided an illustration of an
apparatus 200 for managing and appropriately distribut-
ing load from, for example, the balancing operator 105
to the EVs 140, 145 and 150. The apparatus 200 may,
for example, receive and address requests to reduce the
load on the grid instantaneously, to reduce the load in
the future, to keep the load under a given maximum, to
increase the load on the grid, or to make any other chang-
es to the load on the grid.
[0036] In an embodiment, the central controller 135 in-
cludes a monitoring module 205, an analysing module
210 and a controlling module 215; these modules 205,
210, 215 are optionally implemented using digital hard-
ware and/or software applications executing upon com-
puting hardware. Moreover, in other embodiments, one
or more of, or portion of, the monitoring module 205, the
analysing module 210 and the controlling module 215
may be included in the balancing operator 105, the dis-
tribution network operator 125, the energy provider 130,
and/or the battery charging terminals 110, 115 and 120.
[0037] The monitoring module 205 monitors usage of
the battery charging terminals 110, 115 and 120 to obtain
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usage information from each of them. The analysing
module 210 stores and analyses that usage information
to determine user behaviour patterns , establish new cal-
culated parameters and makes a series of predictions
for the future. The user behaviour patterns, which may
also be referred to as vehcile behviour patterns, may in
addition to what has been mentieond earlier also inclulde
parameters such as average battery states of charge tho-
rughout a period such as a day, variation in day to day
battery states of charge due to different behaviours, spe-
cific reoccuring events regarding vehicle usage (weekly
super market trips, collection of children from school) and
other parameters. It also receives requests to alter the
load on the power grid, for example for implementing
smart grid. The controlling module 215 controls the op-
erating state of the battery charging terminals 110, 115
and 120 whenever a request is received, based on the
analysis performed by the analysing module 210. When
a request is received and the analysis is performed by
the analysing module 210, the controlling module 215
sends instructions to some of the battery charging termi-
nals 110, 115 and 120 to control their operating state.
Moreover, the controlling module 215 optionally receives
instructions from one or more human operators. The one
or more operators can monitor the status of the system,
and override, or change constants related to the appa-
ratus 200.
[0038] Typically, the controlling module 215 responds
to a request to reduce a magnitude of power peaks in
the power demand from the power grid, namely "to
smoothen peaks in the demand curve". Typically, there
is a high demand on power grids in a national level be-
tween 18:00 hrs and 21:00 hrs; moreover, a majority of
charging of electric vehicles is envisaged also to take
place in this time frame.
[0039] In an embodiment, one or more of the monitor-
ing module 205, the analysing module 210 and the con-
trolling modules 215 send information to users of the EVs
140, 145 and 150 by sending one or more messages to
the users directly and/or publishing them on a web plat-
form. The users may, for example, access the information
by visiting the website or using a smart phone application.
Moreover, one or more of the monitoring module 205,
the analysing module 210 and the controlling modules
215 may send information relevant to human operators
responsible for the apparatus 200.
[0040] The monitoring module 205, the analysing mod-
ule 210 and the controlling module 215 will now be de-
scribed in more detail with reference to Fig. 3 and 4 be-
low.
[0041] In Fig. 3, there are shown sub-modules of each
of the monitoring module 205, the analysing module 210
and the controlling module 215 in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment. The described example of sub-
modules of each of the monitoring module 205, the an-
alysing module 210 and the controlling module 215
should not be construed as a limitation to the scope of
the present disclosure, and each of the sub-modules may

be included in other modules in the apparatus 200. The
relationships between sub-modules and the monitoring
module 205, the analysing module 210 and the control-
ling module 215 shown in the current example, are merely
exemplary, and other relationships may alternatively be
employed for implementing the invention.
[0042] In the present example, the monitoring module
205 includes a logging module 305. The monitoring mod-
ule 205 monitors the operating state of the battery charg-
ing terminals 110, 115 and 120 by receiving messages
from them through one or more communication channels,
for example wireless and/or optical fibre communication
channels. The messages include one or more of:

(a) start-time stamps when the terminals 110, 115
and 120 begin a usage cycle;
(b) end-time stamps when the 110, 115 and 120 fin-
ish the usage cycle;
(c) quantatitve power consumption messages indi-
cating the amount of power drawn during the present
cycle, wherein the power consumption messages
may be sent periodically; and
(d) duration of power consumption,
(e) fluctuations and variations in the rate of power
consumption
(f) other types of commands.

[0043] The monitoring module 205 uses the messages
received to determine EV user behaviour models that
indicate at any particular discrete time the state of charge
of the battery, the next required usage window for the
vehicle including duration and energy requirements. The
messages recieved are also used to infer the operating
state of the battery charging terminals 110, 115 and 120.
Thereafter, the usage information and parameters asso-
ciated with the user behavioural model obtained are
stored in the logging module 305, which keeps an histor-
ical profile for each users of the battery charging termi-
nals.
[0044] The analysing module 210 includes a request
receiving module 310, a predictor module 315, a rank
assigning module 320, a request evaluating module 325,
and a grid map 330.
[0045] The predictor module 315 analyses the usage
information stored in the logging module 305 to make
predictions about the user behavioural requires and from
these the infered charging status of the battery charging
terminals 110, 115 and 120 in the future. The predictor
module 315 contains two sub-modules "Predictor A" and
"Predictor B". This is explained in detail with reference
to Fig. 4 below.
[0046] The request receiving module 310 receives re-
quests for altering the load on the power grid, which may
consist of one of shedding load instantaneously or in the
future, keeping the load under a given maximum, or in-
creasing the load. In other words, the request receiving
module 310 is beneficially used for implementing smart
grid.
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[0047] The request evaluating module 325 receives in-
formation from other modules in the central controller 135
to evaluate and decide whether or not the requests re-
ceived can be executed. This is explained in further detail
with reference to Fig. 4 below.
[0048] The rank assigning module 320 assigns a rank-
ing score to each of the battery charging terminals 110,
115 and 120 for each time slot at a present time and at
a future time. The ranking score represents a desirability
to use each given battery charging terminal 110, 115 and
120 when dealing with a request to alter a total load on
the power grid.
[0049] The grid map 330 contains a geographical and
topological view of where each battery charging terminal
is located physically, and how it is situated in a tree struc-
ture of a transmission and distribution network of the pow-
er grid. The grid map 330 is used when a request is re-
ceived for load adjustment in specific geographical areas,
and or a request load adjustment is received for a specific
section of the distribution or transmission network.
[0050] Finally, the controlling module 215 is used when
a request has been received and accepted, and therefore
requiring that the operating state of at least one of the
battery charging terminals 110, 115 and 120 has to be
controlled. The controlling module 215 contains a com-
mand sending module 335, which sends commands to
the selected battery charging terminals in order to control
their operating state; the commands are also sent to a
communication module 340, that is used to communicate
information to external agents that sent the requests, to
the users of the EVs, and to the human operators respon-
sible for the apparatus 200.
[0051] Referring to Fig. 4, there is shown an illustration
of steps carried out by various modules and related sub-
system elements described so far in the disclosure. At a
step 405, the monitoring module 205 is operable to com-
municate with the battery charging terminals 110, 115
and 120 connected to the central controller 135 via one
or more communication channels. When a battery charg-
ing terminal starts a new usage cycle, the battery charg-
ing terminal sends a message to the monitoring module
205. Similarly, messages are sent when the power con-
sumption pauses or the usage cycle is finished, when an
EV is disconnected from the battery charging terminal.
Messages can also be programmed to be sent periodi-
cally or on request of the central controller 135 indicating
the amount of power drawn since the start of the usage
cycle. The messages received by the central controller
135 are used to infer the operating state of the battery
charging terminals 110, 115 and 120.
[0052] The monitoring module 205 also identifies the
battery charging terminal from which the monitoring mes-
sages are received, by assigning an identification
number to each battery charging terminal. Moreover, at
the step 405, the monitoring module 205 stores the in-
formation obtained from the charging terminals in the log-
ging module 305, so that a usage history is kept for each
of the battery charging terminals.

[0053] At a step 410, the analysing module 210 anal-
yses the information stored in the logging module 305.
[0054] The analysing module 210 calculates a series
of parameters for each battery charging terminals for
which information is stored in the logging module 305.
The parameters calculated may include one or more of:

(a) an average number of usage cycles perday;
(b) a distribution relating the number of usage cycles
per day and the days of the week during which usage
has occurred;
(c) a distribution of the lengths of the usage cycles,
including a mean length of the usage cycles, and a
standard deviation from that mean;
(d) a similar distribution of the amount of power
drawn during the usage cycles; and/or
(e) the likely state of charge of the vehicle at differnt
times of the day
(f) the next charging event quanitity of energy that
the EV shall require in order to satisfy the particular
user behavioural model
(g) other parameters.

[0055] A key advantege of the embodiment is that
forming a user behaviour model that predicts the state
of charge of a battery in an EV, the next re-charge energy
demand and/or the acceptable charge window does not
require additional measurements. The parameters used
in the behavioural model are derived from historical us-
age characteristics for the purposes of understanding the
current state of an electrical load again without need to
take additional measurements.
[0056] In another embodiment, each of the charging
cycles of the battery terminals may be classified accord-
ing to some predefined user types, depending on the
characteristics of its usage information; for example, cer-
tain battery terminals may be adapted to charge electric
commercial vehicles and buses which have higher power
requirements in comparison to compact automobiles.
The results of this analysis are stored in the logging mod-
ule 305.
[0057] At a step 415, the predictor 315 makes a series
of predictions based on the information stored in the log-
ging module 305 and on the analysis performed by the
analysing module 210 in the step 410. The sub-module
"Predictor A" contains a set of algorithms that are exe-
cuted each time a battery charging terminal is connected
to the central controller 135 and starts a usage cycle.
The Predictor A uses the parameters obtained for a bat-
tery charging terminal in the step 410 as inputs to make
predictions about the battery charging terminal that has
started a usage cycle. The prediction made consists of
a look up table, or similar database record, indicating the
predicted operating state for that battery charging termi-
nal in 5 minute intervals for the following 24 hours. The
duration of the time intervals and the total length of the
prediction are not limited to the values given in this dis-
closure and may be altered at the discretion of the oper-
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ators of the central controller 135. The Predictor A pre-
dicts operating state of the terminals that have started a
new usage cycle taking into account:

(a) the time and day when the cycle has started com-
pared with the historical profile of number of cycles
for that terminal;
(b) the average length of the cycles of that terminal,
and the standard deviation of those lengths; and
(c) the type of the given terminal in an embodiment
in which the terminals are classified in predefined
types.

[0058] For example, a first usage profile for a given
terminal may suggest that the terminal performs on av-
erage one usage cycle a day during weekdays, and two
or three cycles during weekends. Furthermore, the av-
erage length of the weekday cycles may be five hours,
with a standard deviation of one hour. The user profile
pertaining that terminal may also include the time when
the EV is usually disconnected from the terminal, which
in this case may be 08:00 hrs in the following day. There-
fore, if that terminal starts a charging cycle on a Thursday
at 19:00 hrs, Predictor A would write into a look up table
or similar that the predicted state of the terminal would
be: charging and drawing power at the standard rate
starting at 19:00 hrs, and finishing at around 24:00 hrs
with a standard deviation of one hour. The time slots from
23:00 hrs to 01:00 hrs would therefore be marked as slots
where the behaviour of the terminal is less predictable.
Finally, the Predictor A would predict that the EV would
stay connected to the terminal, but without drawing any
power, from 01:00 hrs to 08:00 hrs.
[0059] A manner in which the Predictor B functions will
be explained in detail later in this section.
[0060] At a step 425, an external agent, which may be
the balancing operator 105, such as the National Grid, a
registered trade mark (®), issues a request to the central
controller 135 through an agreed communication chan-
nel. The request may specify whether it is desired to shed
an amount of load instantaneously, to shed an amount
of load in the future, to keep the total load on the grid
below a specified maximum, or to increase the amount
of load on the grid. The request may also specify whether
the request should be applied to the whole power grid,
or only to some subset of the power grid, which may be
a geographical subset of the power grid, or a subset rep-
resenting a smaller distribution network inside the power
grid. The request is received by the request receiving
module 310.
[0061] At a step 430, the request is passed to the re-
quest evaluating module 325, which decides whether it
is best to accept the request, to reject the request, or to
accept the request partially or in different terms than re-
ceived. In order to make this decision, the request eval-
uating module 325 obtains outputs from the predictor
module 315, which includes both the Predictor A and the
Predictor B, and the rank assigning module 320.

[0062] A step 420 is carried out whenever a request is
received and the request evaluating module 325 needs
to make a decision about its acceptance, partial accept-
ance or rejection. At the step 420, the rank assigning
module 320 assigns a ranking score to each of the battery
charging terminals connected to the system for each of
the time slots during which the request received should
be executed.
[0063] The ranking score associated to a battery
charging terminal and a time slot indicates, on the one
hand, whether or not that terminal can be controlled dur-
ing that time slot without breaking some predefined rules,
which ensure that the user of that terminal is not left dis-
satisfied. On the other hand, in the case when the termi-
nal can be controlled, the score represents a desirability
to control that given terminal in that given time slot. The
score of that terminal in that slot can therefore be com-
pared with the scores of other terminals or other time
slots in order to select which terminals are the most de-
sirable to control.
[0064] The rank assigning module 320 uses the output
of the Predictor A, which is stored, as has been explained
earlier, in a look up table or similar; the output of the
Predictor A may take into account one or more of these
factors:

(a) firstly, the amount of time the usage cycle of each
terminal has already been interrupted or altered, in
order to verify that the EV drawing power from that
terminal will be charged as much as possible when
the user disconnects it from its battery charging ter-
minal; and
(b) secondly, whether the prediction made by the
Predictor A for that battery charging terminal at the
given time slot is marked as reliable, or as less pre-
dictable. For example, if the time slot is within one
standard deviation of the predicted end of a usage
cycle, the prediction for that time slot would be less
reliable, and therefore it would be less desirable to
control that terminal at that time slot, and conse-
quently the ranking score assigned would be low.

[0065] The rank assigning module 320 would also con-
sider the user input 160 introduced by the user, if any. In
an embodiment, users may have the option to opt out
temporarily of the controlling of the operating state of
their loads, in which case the battery charging terminals
belonging to users that had selected such option would
be given low ranking scores, or would be marked as un-
available to control. The rank assigning module 320 may
also take into account other factors which are not explic-
itly described in this disclosure.
[0066] Returning to the description of the step 430, the
request evaluating module 325 obtains the ranking
scores of all the battery charging terminals connected
corresponding to the time slots during which the request
should be executed. Consequently, if enough battery
charging terminals are found to be marked by the ranking
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assigning module 320 as available to control, the request
would be accepted. The request may be rejected or ac-
cepted partially if there were not enough battery charging
terminals available to control so as to accept the condi-
tions of the request.
[0067] In another embodiment, incoming requests may
be assigned a priority score to indicate their importance.
According to this score, the request evaluating module
325 may select a limit on the ranking score in order to
decide which battery charging terminals to select. For
example, when a high priority request is received, the
request evaluating module 325 may decide to select any
battery charging terminals with a ranking score higher
than 20. However, if the request of low priority is received,
the request evaluating module 325 may decide to choose
only the battery charging terminals with ranking scores
greater than 50. The values of ranking scores in this par-
agraph have been chosen arbitrarily for illustration pur-
poses, and other values are possible when implementing
the present invention.
[0068] Moreover, at the step 430, the request evaluat-
ing module 325 obtains information from the Predictor B.
At the step 415, the Predictor B makes predictions on a
global level, for the whole power grid, in contradistinction
to the Predictor A, which makes predictions for individual
battery charging terminals. The Predictor B contains al-
gorithms that calculate, for each time slot in each day in
the year, the types of requests that would be accepted
by the central controller 135, and the ones that would be
rejected. In order to implement such a calculation, the
Predictor B obtains the historical information stored in
the logging module 305 and applies the algorithms al-
ready described for the steps 415, 420 and 430 to that
historical information; however, instead of taking real re-
quests, the Predictor B tries arbitrary requests in order
to identify, for example by simulation, what types of re-
quests could be accepted and what types would be re-
jected according to the historicalinformation.
[0069] The Predictor B beneficially outputs its findings
in the form of a look up table or similar database format,
relating each time slot in the year with the value of the
requests that would be accepted in those time slots.
[0070] Therefore, the last part of the step 430 de-
scribed previously involves obtaining information from
the Predictor B in the cases when the request being eval-
uated was referring too far into the future. In these cases,
since the temporally immediately available predictions
may be unreliable, the predictions made by the Predictor
B based on real data from situations in the past may
contribute to making an accurate decision about whether
or not to accept incoming requests.
[0071] Steps 435 and 440 involve selecting the final
battery charging terminals to control, and performing the
control of their operating state. These steps are carried
out by the command sending module 335. At the step
435, in the case where a request is accepted as indicated
in the previous step, the command sending module 335
selects a number of battery charging terminals until the

request accepted by the request evaluating module 325
is accepted. The terminals are then selected according
to their ranking scores, so that the ones with higher
scores are selected first.
[0072] Thereafter, at the step 440, the command send-
ing module 335 sends commands to the selected battery
charging terminals in order to control their operating
state. These commands may be sent via one or more
communication channels, for example wireless commu-
nication channels. The commands may include instruc-
tions such as to interrupt the usage of a terminal, to re-
duce the power drawn by a terminal, to increase the pow-
er drawn by a terminal, to resume the normal usage of a
terminal, or other types of instructions. These commands
may be executed instantaneously when received, or they
may include a time field indicating in the time frames in
the future in which they should be executed. In an em-
bodiment, the battery charging terminals may be
equipped with a memory module that would allow them
to receive a variety of commands, and then execute them
according to the time frames indicated in them.
[0073] At a final step 445, a communication module
340 sends information regarding the state of the execu-
tion of the received requests to one or more of:

(a) the agents that sent the requests;
(b) the users of the EVs connected to the battery
charging terminals; and
(c) to the human operators in charge of the central
controller 135.

[0074] This information may be communicated through
various channels that may include a series of web pages,
a smart phone application, or others.
[0075] An exemplary execution of the aforementioned
steps is described with reference to Fig. 5 attached. In
Fig. 5, there are shown two lookup tables 500 and 505,
accompanied by a legend 510. The lookup tables 500
and 505 illustrate the operating state of three battery
charging terminals 110, 115 and 120 which, in this ex-
ample, have been assigned corresponding identification
numbers 1001, 1002 and 1003 respectively.
[0076] According to the table 500, the battery charging
terminals 110, 115 and 120 start drawing power at 16:
00 hrs, 16:05 hrs and 16:10 hrs respectively in a given
day. As soon as they start drawing power from the power
grid, the algorithms described previously for implement-
ing the Predictor A look up the historical usage informa-
tion stored accessible to them. In this example case, the
Predictor A has predicted a charging cycle of 40 minutes
for the first terminal, 30 minutes for the second terminal,
and 35 minutes for the third terminal. In this example, the
effect of the standard deviation as described previously
is not considered.
[0077] The Predictor A has allocated to each of the
terminals 110, 115 and 120 an initial "window" of 15 min-
utes in which they will be "charging and cannot be inter-
rupted" as shown in the legend. This window provides
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an initial uninterrupted amount of charging to each of the
EVs connected to the charging terminals so as to make
sure that they are connected properly.
[0078] Still in the table 500, the total load on the power
grid has been calculated for each time slot. In this case,
measured in "power units used", it can be seen that in
the time slot 16:00 hrs to 16:05 hrs, only the first terminal
will be drawing power, therefore the power used will be
1 unit. Subsequently in the time slot 16:05 hrs to 16:10
hrs, it is predicted that 2 units will be used, and so on
until the end of the predictions, which in this example
reach up to one hour into the future.
[0079] Now, considering the table 505, the same situ-
ation is represented, but in this scenario a request is re-
ceived before 16:15 hrs. The request is asking for the
total load on the power grid to be maintained at a maxi-
mum of 1 power unit during a time frame 16:15 hrs to 16:
35 hrs. According to the predictions on the table before
the request was received, which are shown in the table
500, the number of power units used during the time
frame mentioned in the request is 3. Therefore, at least
2 power units must be shed for the duration of the request,
in order to fulfil it.
[0080] When the request is evaluated in order to de-
termine whether or not to accept it, the ranking module
is executed for each of the terminals and each of the time
slots referred to in the request. In this example, the output
of the ranking module has been represented as shown
in the legend, differentiating between time slots that can
be interrupted, and time slots that cannot be interrupted.
[0081] In this example case, as can be seen, there are
enough time slots in the time interval 16:15 hrs to 16:35
hrs that can be interrupted in order to keep the total load
at the indicated maximum of 1 power unit.
[0082] Thereafter, the selection of the terminals oc-
curs, in accordance with their ranking scores. These
scores are not shown for simplicity, but in this example,
the first terminal of ID 1001 is selected to be interrupted
in the time slots 16:15 hrs to 16:30 hrs; the terminal of
ID 1002 is selected in the time slots 16:15 hrs to 16:25
hrs and again in the time slot 16:30 hrs to 16:35 hrs; the
terminal of ID 1003 is selected in the in the time slots 16:
25 hrs to 16:35 hrs. It will be appreciated that, under the
new arrangement, the total load is kept at the maximum
of 1 unit for the duration indicated in the request.
[0083] The time slots that are interrupted must be re-
scheduled, represented with the word "shift" in Fig. 5, so
that the total duration of the charging cycles is maintained
of each of the terminals. In this example embodiment,
the rank assigning module has also determined into
which time slots in the future charging can be shifted, as
represented in the legend. This is done in order to avoid
creating a time of high demand on the load just after the
end of the execution of the request.
[0084] Finally, the commands communicating these in-
structions to the terminals are sent. For example, the
terminal of ID 1002 receives a command or a series or
commands indicating that it should stop drawing power

at a time 16:15 hrs for ten minutes, again at a time of 16:
35 hrs for fifteen minutes, and finally at a time of 16:55
hrs for five minutes.
[0085] In this exemplary embodiment, some of the
processes described previously, such as the Predictor
B, have not been included for simplicity.
[0086] The aforementioned processes, methods and
system can be applied in diverse environments. As afore-
mentioned, the method and system described in the
present disclosure are applicable to electrical loads in
general and not only to battery charging terminals cou-
pled to EVs, provided that they fulfil a series of conditions
as will now be elucidated below.
[0087] A first condition pertains to the electrical loads
connected in the system needing to have means for being
monitored by the central controller so that the usage in-
formation can be obtained from them; such monitoring
is beneficially implemented using smart metering tech-
nology. Moreover, a second condition pertains to the
electrical loads connected in the system being capable
of altering their operating state, by sending commands
as described previously or by other methods. Preferably,
the usage of the loads must have some pattern, albeit a
complex one, so that the management of their operating
state can be done more efficiently, although this is op-
tional when implementing the present invention.
[0088] As will be appreciated from the foregoing de-
scription of embodiments of the present invention, some
of the major advantages of this method and system are
the lack of a need to install extra hardware in any of the
existing loads. In the case of electric vehicle (EV) charg-
ing, the management can be carried out without the need
to know the charge state of batteries of the EVs, which
prevents manufacturers from needing to install expen-
sive additions to either the EVs or the battery charging
terminals. It will also be appreciated that the system takes
into account the satisfaction of the end user of the loads,
in that the controlling of their operating state is executed
in a manner that interfere with the user behaviour require-
ments of thier EV and furthermore the system has ca-
pacilty to automatically recognise and adapt to changes
in the user behaviour model, vehicle battery capactiy if
the user choses to change thier vehicle type. The system
is also advantageous in that it communicates with the
users, operators and balancing operators, namely in-
forming them of its actions.
[0089] Those skilled in the art would realise that the
above recognised advantages and other advantages de-
scribed herein are merely exemplary and are not meant
to be a complete rendering of all the advantages of the
various embodiments.
[0090] In the foregoing specification, specific embodi-
ments have been described. However, one of ordinary
skill in the art appreciates that various modifications and
changes can be made without departing from the scope
of the invention as set forth in the claims below. Accord-
ingly, the specification and figures are to be regarded in
an illustrative rather than restrictive sense, and all such
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modifications are intended to be included within the
scope of the invention. The invention is defined solely by
the appended claims including any amendments made
during the pendency of this application and all equiva-
lents of those claims as issued.
[0091] Modifications to embodiments of the invention
described in the foregoing are possible without departing
from the scope of the invention as defined by the accom-
panying claims. Expressions such as "including",
" comprising", "incorporating", "consisting
of, "have", "is" used to describe and claim the present
invention are intended to be construed in a non-exclusive
manner, namely allowing for items, components or ele-
ments not explicitly described also to be present. Refer-
ence to the singular is also to be construed to relate to
the plural. Numerals included within parentheses in the
accompanying claims are intended to assist understand-
ing of the claims and should not be construed in any way
to limit subject matter claimed by these claims.

Claims

1. A method of managing load on a power grid supply-
ing power to at least one electrical load, character-
ised in that the method comprises:

a. monitoring an operating state of the at least
one electrical load connected to the power grid
in order to obtain usage information from the at
least one electrical load;
b. the at least one electrical load is a battery
charging terminal from which power is drawn by
at least one of an electric vehicle (EV) and a
hybrid electric vehicle (HEV).
c. generating predictions in a user behaviour
model about the usage characteristics of the at
least one electrical load in the grid by analysing
the usage information obtained from at least one
electrical load;
d. receiving at least one request from at least
one external agent requesting to alter an amount
of power drawn from the power grid during a
specified time frame; and
e. controlling the operating state of the at least
one electrical load connected to the grid in order
to respond to the at least one request, in accord-
ance with the generated predictions.

2. The method of the claims 1 , characterised in that
the operating state of the at least one electrical load
is monitored at a central controller by using at least
one communication channel between the at least
one electrical load and the central controller.

3. The method of any one of the preceding claims,
characterised in that monitoring of the at least one
electrical load is performed without any active input

from users of the at least one electrical load, wherein
the monitoring is performed in at least one of: a con-
tinuous manner, a real time manner, and an inter-
mittent manner when the at least one electrical load
sends messages to the central controller.

4. The method of claim 3, characterised in that the at
least one electrical load sends messages at a start
of each usage cycle, at an end of the usage cycle,
and at any time during the usage cycle.

5. The method of any one of the preceding claims,
characterised in that the usage information ob-
tained from the at least one electrical load is stored
and analysed, wherein the analysis of the usage in-
formation includes the determination of a user be-
haviour model that indicates how the particular elec-
trical load is used, shall be used in the future and
predictions to the current state of the electrical load
as well as calculating parameters which include at
least one of a frequency profile of usage cycles, a
distribution of the lengths of the usage cycles, and
a distribution of the power drawn during the usage
cycles.

6. The method of any one of the preceding claims,
characterised in that predictions about the usage
characteristics of the at least one electrical load is
generated by using stored historical information and
parameters calculated, the predicted usage charac-
teristics include at least one of: the duration of the
usage cycles of the at least one electrical load, start-
ing states of the electrical load that effects the next
usage cycle, the next quantatitive energy expendi-
ture that the electrical load could need to be able to
fulfil by way of having a stored energy capacity to
enable the event, that the power drawn by the at
least one electrical load during their usage, and a
probability of the at least one load drawing power at
specific times in the future.

7. The method of any one of the preceding claims,
characterised in that at least one request received
from the at least one external agent includes per-
forming one of shedding a specified amount of pow-
er, maintaining a total amount of power supplied to
the at least one load below a specified maximum,
and increasing the power supplied to the at least one
load.

8. The method of claim 7, characterised in that the at
least one request specifies whether or not they
should be applied to one of the whole grid and a
subset of the grid, wherein the at least one request
also specifies the time frame in which they should
be executed.

9. The method of any one of the preceding claims,
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characterised in that the method, when at least one
request is received, includes a step of determining
at least one of, on a basis of the predictions obtained
for one of the whole grid and subset of the grid: to
accept the at least one request completely, to accept
the at least one request partially, and to reject the at
least one request.

10. The method of any one of the preceding claims,
characterised in that whenever it is decided that
the operating state of at least one electrical load
should be altered in order to accept the at least one
request, a ranking is established of the electrical
loads connected to the grid, in order to determine
which of the at least of the electrical loads’ operating
state should be changed.

11. The method of claim 10, characterised in that the
ranking is established on a basis of factors which
include the user behavioural model parameters such
as starting states of the electrical load that shall effect
the next usage cycle, the next quantatitive energy
expenditure that the electrical load shall need to be
able to fulfil by way of having a stored energy capac-
ity to enagle the event as well as predicted operating
state of each load, the recorded operating state of
each load in the past, the likelihood of the predictions
pertaining to each load being correct, the effect on
the satisfaction of the user, and costs involved in
controlling each load.

12. The method of any one of the preceding claims,
characterised in that the operating state of any of
the at least one electrical load is controlled by send-
ing at least one command via at least one commu-
nication channel, wherein the at least one command
includes at least one of interrupting the usage of the
at least one electrical load, reducing the power sup-
plied to the at least one electrical load, increasing
the power supplied to the at least one electrical load,
and resuming the normal usage of the at least one
electrical load, wherein the at least one command is
executed on a basis of the time frame provided in
the at least one command, wherein the at least one
command is executed as soon as it is received when
no time frame is mentioned in the at least one com-
mand.

13. A system for managing load on a power grid supply-
ing power to at least one electrical load, character-
ised in that the system comprises:

a. a monitoring module configured to monitor an
operating state of the at least one electrical load
connected to the power grid in order to obtain
usage information from the at least one electrical
load;
b. a battery charging terminal, as the at least

one electrical load, from which power is being
drawn by at least one of: an electric vehicle (EV),
a hybrid electric vehicle (HEV);
c. an analysing module configured to analyse
the usage information obtained from the at least
one electrical load to obtain predictions about
the the user behavioural model as well as usage
characteristics of the at least one electrical load
in the power grid and receiving at least one re-
quest from at least one external agent request-
ing to alter the amount of power drawn from the
power grid during a specified time frame; and
d. a controlling module configured to control the
operating state of the at least one electrical load
connected to the power grid in order to respond
to the at least one request, in accordance with
the predictions obtained.

14. The system of claim 13, characterised in that the
monitoring module includes a logging module,
wherein the usage information obtained from the at
least one electrical load is stored in the logging mod-
ule and analysed by the analysing module, wherein
the analysis of the usage information and user be-
haviour includes calculating parameters which in-
clude at least one of a frequency profile of usage
cycles, a distribution of the lengths of the usage cy-
cles, and a distribution of the power drawn during
the usage. cycles.

15. The system of any one of claims 13 to 14, charac-
terised in that the analysing module includes a re-
quest evaluating module, wherein when the at least
one request is received, the request evaluating mod-
ule determines one of:

a. to accept the at least one request completely;
b. to accept the at least one request partially; and
c. to reject the at least one request, on a basis
of the predictions obtained for one of the whole
grid or a subset of the power grid.
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