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(54) System and method for controlling spreader output from a harvester

(57) A system and method for controlling spreader
output from a harvester (10) includes a distribution cham-
ber (22) for receiving an agricultural material removed
from a field. The harvester (10) includes a spreader sys-
tem (24) configured to distribute the agricultural material
onto the field, and an opening (30) configured to receive
the agricultural material from the distribution chamber
(22). Moreover, the distribution chamber (22) includes a
first panel (36) rotatably coupled to a first side (32) of the
distribution chamber (22), and a second panel (46) ro-
tatably coupled to a second side (34) of the distribution
chamber (22). The first and second panels (46) are con-
figured to direct the agricultural material toward the open-
ing (30) of the spreader system (24). An angle (40) of the
first panel (36) is independently adjustable to control a
first amount of agricultural material directed toward a first
inlet portion (42). An angle (50) of the second panel (46)
is independently adjustable to control a second amount
of agricultural material directed toward a second inlet por-
tion (52).
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The invention relates generally to harvesters,
and more specifically, to a system and method for con-
trolling spreader output from a harvester.
[0002] A harvester may be used to harvest agricultural
crops, such as barley, beans, beets, carrots, corn, cotton,
flax, oats, potatoes, rye, soybeans, wheat, or other plant
crops. Moreover, a combine (e.g., combine harvester) is
a type of harvester generally used to harvest grains (e.g.,
barley, flax, oats, rye, wheat, etc.). During operation of a
combine, the harvesting process may begin by removing
a plant from a field, usually using a cutting device. Ac-
cordingly, the combine may be used to separate the plant
into different agricultural materials, such as grain and ma-
terial other than grain (MOG).
[0003] After separation, the grain is generally directed
to a cleaning system, and the MOG is generally directed
toward a spreader system, which distributes the MOG
across the field. In some combines, the MOG may be
chopped before being distributed across the field. Unfor-
tunately, the MOG may be distributed unevenly across
the field. For example, one side of the combine may dis-
tribute a greater amount of the MOG than the opposite
side of the combine. This may be a result of multiple
factors, such as, a slope or contour of the field, wind,
moisture, and so forth.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

[0004] In one embodiment, a harvester includes a dis-
tribution chamber configured to receive an agricultural
material removed from a field by the harvester. The har-
vester also includes a spreader system configured to dis-
tribute the agricultural material onto the field. The spread-
er system includes an opening configured to receive the
agricultural material from the distribution chamber. More-
over, the opening comprises a first inlet portion and a
second inlet portion. Further, the distribution chamber
includes a first panel rotatably coupled to a first side of
the distribution chamber, and a second panel rotatably
coupled to a second side of the distribution chamber. The
first and second panels are configured to direct the ag-
ricultural material toward the opening of the spreader sys-
tem. A first angle of the first panel relative to the first side
of the distribution chamber is adjustable to control a first
amount of agricultural material directed toward the first
inlet portion. A second angle of the second panel relative
to the second side of the distribution chamber is adjust-
able to control a second amount of agricultural material
directed toward the second inlet portion. The first and
second panels are independently adjustable.
[0005] In another embodiment, a harvester includes a
chopper configured to receive an agricultural material re-
moved from a field by the harvester and to chop the ag-
ricultural material. The harvester also includes a distri-

bution chamber configured to receive the agricultural ma-
terial from the chopper. The harvester includes a spread-
er system configured to distribute the agricultural material
onto the field. Moreover, the spreader system includes
a first spreader having a first inlet portion, and a second
spreader having a second inlet portion. The distribution
chamber includes a first panel rotatably coupled to a first
side of the distribution chamber, and a second panel ro-
tatably coupled to a second side of the distribution cham-
ber. The first panel is configured to direct the agricultural
material toward the first inlet portion of the first spreader.
A first angle of the first panel relative to the first side of
the distribution chamber is adjustable to control a first
amount of agricultural material directed toward the first
inlet portion. The second panel is configured to direct the
agricultural material toward the second inlet of the sec-
ond spreader. A second angle of the second panel rela-
tive to the second side of the distribution chamber is ad-
justable to control a second amount of agricultural ma-
terial directed toward the second inlet portion. The first
and second panels are independently adjustable.
[0006] In a further embodiment, a method for distrib-
uting agricultural material removed from a field by a har-
vester includes detecting a first amount of agricultural
material distributed by a first spreader. The method also
includes detecting a second amount of agricultural ma-
terial distributed by a second spreader. The method in-
cludes adjusting a first input to the first spreader to control
the first amount of agricultural material distributed by the
first spreader. The method also includes adjusting a sec-
ond input to the second spreader to control the second
amount of agricultural material distributed by the second
spreader. The first input and the second input are inde-
pendently adjustable.

DRAWINGS

[0007] These and other features, aspects, and advan-
tages of the present invention will become better under-
stood when the following detailed description is read with
reference to the accompanying drawings in which like
characters represent like parts throughout the drawings,
wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment of a
harvester which may be configured to control an
amount of material other than grain (MOG) distrib-
uted by each spreader of a spreader system;
FIG. 2 is another perspective view of an embodiment
of a harvester which may be configured to control an
amount of MOG distributed by each spreader of a
spreader system;
FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of an embodiment of
a harvester having a distribution chamber with ad-
justable side panels configured to control an amount
of MOG provided to each spreader of a spreader
system;
FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a
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harvester control system for controlling an amount
of MOG distributed by each spreader of a spreader
system; and
FIG. 5 is a flowchart of an embodiment of a method
for distributing agricultural material removed from a
field by a harvester.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0008] Turning now to the drawings, FIG. 1 is a per-
spective view of a harvester 10 (e.g., combine) which
may be configured to control an amount of material other
than grain (MOG) distributed by each spreader of a
spreader system. The harvester 10 may be configured
to harvest grains such as barley, flax, oats, rye, wheat,
and so forth. Accordingly, the harvester 10 is configured
to remove plants from a field, and to separate the plants
into grain and MOG. The harvester 10 includes various
systems that are used during harvesting.
[0009] The harvesting process begins with the harvest-
er 10 using a cutting assembly 12 to remove plants from
the field. An operator of the harvester 10 may be seated
in a cab 14, and the operator may monitor the operation
of the cutting assembly 12 and other systems of the har-
vester 10. After removing the plants, the harvester 10
transports the plants to a rotor 16. The rotor 16 rotates
to separate the grain of the plants from the MOG. Spe-
cifically, the rotor 16 has multiple projections on its sur-
face that interact with the plants to facilitate separation
of the grain from the MOG. Grain is directed from the
rotor 16 toward a cleaning system 18. The cleaning sys-
tem 18 is configured to further separate the grain from
the MOG (e.g., agricultural material such as straw, soil,
etc.) using a blower 20. The MOG is directed toward a
distribution chamber 22, which provides the MOG to a
spreader system 24 for distribution through a field. More-
over, the distribution chamber 22 may include independ-
ently adjustable side panels configured to control an
amount of material directed to different sides of the
spreader system 24 to facilitate even distribution of MOG
onto the field. The adjustable side panels may be con-
trolled to compensate for uneven MOG distribution due
to various factors, such as wind, moisture, a slope of the
field, contours of the field, and so forth.
[0010] FIG. 2 is another perspective view of an em-
bodiment of the harvester 10 which may be configured
to control an amount of MOG distributed by each spread-
er of the spreader system 24. As illustrated, the distribu-
tion chamber 22 and the spreader system 24 are posi-
tioned at the rear end of the harvester 10. The spreader
system 24 includes spreaders configured to direct the
MOG away from the harvester 10, and to distribute the
MOG across the field. In certain embodiments, the dis-
tribution chamber 22 and the spreader system 24 may
be positioned at any suitable location on the harvester
10. As may be appreciated, the distribution chamber 22
and/or the spreader system 24 may be controlled to fa-
cilitate even distribution of MOG across the field. The

distribution chamber 22 and/or the spreader system 24
may be controlled manually and/or automatically. For ex-
ample, an operator may manually adjustment the distri-
bution chamber 22 and/or the spreader system 24, such
as by rotating a control knob, a fastener, and so forth. As
another example, the operator may manually increase
and/or decrease an amount of MOG being directed to
individual spreaders of the spreader system 24. A control
system may be employed to automatically adjust the dis-
tribution system 22 and/or the spreader system 24 with-
out operator intervention (e.g., based on uneven distri-
bution of the MOG).
[0011] FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of an embodi-
ment of the harvester 10 having the distribution chamber
22 with adjustable side panels configured to control an
amount of MOG provided to each spreader of the spread-
er system 24. After the harvester 10 separates grain from
MOG, the MOG is directed toward a chopper 26, which
receives MOG that has been removed from the field by
the harvester 10. The chopper 26 is configured to chop
the MOG to facilitate distribution of smaller pieces of ag-
ricultural material across the field. Moreover, the chopper
26 provides the MOG to the distribution chamber 22. Ac-
cordingly, the MOG is directed through the distribution
chamber 22, as illustrated by arrow 28. The MOG is di-
rected from the distribution chamber 22 toward an open-
ing 30 in the spreader system 24. Thereafter, the spread-
er system 24 distributes the MOG across the field.
[0012] The distribution chamber 22 includes a first side
wall 32 and a second side wall 34 positioned opposite
the first side wall 32. A first side panel 36 is rotatably
coupled to the first side wall 32 via a hinge 38 that facil-
itates rotation of the first side panel 36 relative to the first
side wall 32. Accordingly, the first side panel 36 may be
rotated to a desired deflection angle 40 relative to the
first side wall 32. The deflection angle 40 may be any
suitable angle, such as an angle between a range of ap-
proximately 0 degrees to approximately 90 degrees. Ad-
justing the deflection angle 40 of the first side panel 36
may control an amount of MOG directed toward a first
inlet portion 42 of the opening 30. As such, an amount
of MOG directed toward a first spreader 44 (e.g., vertical
spreader) may be controlled. As may be appreciated, the
first spreader 44 may facilitate distribution of MOG from
a first side of the spreader system 24. Therefore, con-
trolling the amount of MOG directed toward the first
spreader 44 may vary the amount of MOG distributed
from the first side of the spreader system 24.
[0013] A second side panel 46 is rotatably coupled to
the second side wall 34 via a hinge 48 that facilitates
rotation of the second side panel 46 relative to the second
side wall 34. Accordingly, the second side panel 46 may
be rotated to a desired deflection angle 50 relative to the
second side wall 34. The deflection angle 50 may be any
suitable angle, such as an angle between a range of ap-
proximately 0 degrees to approximately 90 degrees. Ad-
justing the deflection angle 50 of the second side panel
46 may control an amount of MOG directed toward a
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second inlet portion 52 of the opening 30. As such, an
amount of MOG directed toward a second spreader 54
(e.g., vertical spreader) may be controlled. As may be
appreciated, the second spreader 54 may facilitate dis-
tribution of MOG from a second side of the spreader sys-
tem 24. Therefore, controlling the amount of MOG direct-
ed toward the second spreader 54 may vary the amount
of MOG distributed from the second side of the spreader
system 24.
[0014] The deflection angle 40 of the first side panel
36 may be controlled independently from the deflection
angle 50 of the second side panel 46. Moreover, in certain
embodiments, a first actuator may be configured to con-
trol the deflection angle 40 of the first side panel 36, and
a second actuator may be configured to control the de-
flection angle 50 of the second side panel 46. Further,
the deflection angle 40 of the first side panel 36 and the
deflection angle 50 of the second side panel 46 may be
controlled manually and/or via a control system. For ex-
ample, in some embodiments, an operator may adjust
one or more control knobs of the distribution chamber 22
to change the deflection angles 40 and 50 of the first and
second side panels 36 and 46. In other embodiments, a
control system may control the deflection angles 40 and
50 of the first and second side panels 36 and 46 based
at least partly on sensed data, such as an amount of
MOG provided to the first spreader 44, an amount of
MOG provided to the second spreader 54, an amount of
MOG distributed by the first spreader 44, an amount of
MOG distributed by the second spreader 54, a speed of
the harvester 10, a turning angle of the harvester 10, a
wind speed, a wind direction, a temperature, a moisture
content of the MOG, a moisture content in the air, and
so forth.
[0015] Independent control of the deflection angle 40
of the first side panel 36 and the deflection angle 50 of
the second side panel 46 may facilitate a more even dis-
tribution of MOG by the spreader system 24. For exam-
ple, if the first spreader 44 of the spreader system 24 is
distributing too much MOG, the deflection angle 40 of
the first side panel 36 may be increased, and/or the de-
flection angle 50 of the second side panel 46 may be
decreased to direct a larger amount of MOG toward the
second inlet portion 52 of the spreader system 24. There-
fore, the amount of MOG distributed by the second
spreader 54 may be increased relative to the amount of
MOG distributed by the first spreader 44. Conversely, if
the second spreader 54 of the spreader system 24 is
distributing too much MOG, the deflection angle 40 of
the first side panel 36 may be decreased, and/or the de-
flection angle 50 of the second side panel 46 may be
increased to direct a larger amount of MOG toward the
first inlet portion 42 of the spreader system 24. Therefore,
the amount of MOG distributed by the first spreader 44
may be increased relative to the amount of MOG distrib-
uted by the second spreader 54. Thus, by independently
changing the deflection angles 40 and 50 of the first and
second side panels 36 and 46, MOG may be more evenly

distributed by the spreader system 24.
[0016] FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an embodiment of
a harvester control system 56 for controlling an amount
of MOG distributed by each spreader of the spreader
system 24. The control system 56 includes control cir-
cuitry 58 configured to control the deflection angles 40
and 50 of the first and second side panels 36 and 46. As
may be appreciated, the control circuitry 58 may be con-
figured to manually (e.g., based on operator input) and/or
automatically adjust the deflection angles 40 and 50 of
the first and second side panels 36 and 46. The control
system 56 includes a first actuator 60 configured to con-
trol the deflection angle 40 of the first side panel 36, and
a second actuator 62 configured to control the deflection
angle 50 of the second side panel 46. The first and second
actuators 60 and 62 may include any suitable type of
actuator. For example, the first and second actuators 60
and 62 may include electric motors, hydraulic cylinders,
pneumatic devices, and so forth. Moreover, the first and
second actuators 60 and 62 may be electrically, hydrau-
lically, and/or pneumatically controlled.
[0017] The control system 56 also includes a first sen-
sor 64 and a second sensor 66. The first and second
sensors 64 and 66 are configured to detect a suitable
parameter for controlling the deflection angles 40 and 50
of the first and second side panels 36 and 46. For exam-
ple, the first sensor 64 may be configured to detect an
amount of MOG distributed by the first spreader 44, and
the second sensor 66 may be configured to detect an
amount of MOG distributed by the second spreader 54.
For example, the first and second sensors 64 and 66 may
be electrical sensors, optical sensors, mechanical sen-
sors, and so forth. Moreover, the first and second sensors
64 and 66 may be configured to detect operating condi-
tions of the harvester 10, such as a slope of the field,
contours of the field, a wind speed, a position of the har-
vester 10, an orientation of the harvester 10, a moisture
in the air, a moisture level of the MOG, an amount of
MOG provided to the first and/or second inlet portions,
an amount of MOG distributed by the first and second
spreaders 44 and 54, and so forth. The control circuitry
58 is configured to receive data from the sensors 64 and
66. The control circuitry 58 controls the deflection angles
40 and 50 of the first and second side panels 36 and 46
based on the data from the sensors. Accordingly, the
control system 56 may facilitate an even distribution of
MOG by the spreader system 24.
[0018] FIG. 5 is a flowchart of an embodiment of a
method 70 for distributing agricultural material (e.g.,
MOG) removed from the field by the harvester 10. As
discussed above, a first amount of agricultural material
distributed by the first spreader 44 is detected, such as
via the first sensor 64 (block 72). Moreover, a second
amount of agricultural material distributed by the second
spreader 54 is detected, such as via the second sensor
66 (block 74). A first input to the first spreader 44 may
be adjusted to control the first amount of agricultural ma-
terial distributed by the first spreader 44 (block 76). For
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example, the first input may be adjusted by controlling
the deflection angle 40 of the first side panel 36 and/or
by controlling the deflection angle 50 of the second side
panel 46. The second input to the second spreader 54
may be adjusted to control the second amount of agri-
cultural material distributed by the second spreader 54
(block 78). For example, the second input may be ad-
justed by controlling the deflection angle 40 of the first
side panel 36 and/or by controlling the deflection angle
50 of the second side panel 46. As discussed above, the
first input and the second input are independently adjust-
able.
[0019] Using the systems and methods described
herein, the harvester 10 may be able to more evenly dis-
tribute MOG across a field using the spreader system
24. For example, if an operator detects that MOG is being
distributed unevenly, the operator may adjust the deflec-
tion angles 40 and 50 of the first and second side panels
36 and 46 to facilitate a more even distribution of MOG.
Accordingly, the amount of MOG distributed by individual
spreaders 44 and 54 of the spreader system 24 may be
controlled.

Claims

1. A harvester (10) comprising:

a distribution chamber (22) configured to receive
an agricultural material removed from a field by
the harvester (10); and
a spreader system (24) configured to distribute
the agricultural material onto the field, wherein
the spreader system (24) comprises an opening
(30) configured to receive the agricultural mate-
rial from the distribution chamber (22), and the
opening (30) comprises a first inlet portion (42)
and a second inlet portion (52);
wherein the distribution chamber (22) comprises
a first panel (36) rotatably coupled to a first side
(32) of the distribution chamber (22), and a sec-
ond panel (46) rotatably coupled to a second
side (34) of the distribution chamber (22), the
first and second panels (46) are configured to
direct the agricultural material toward the open-
ing (30) of the spreader system (24), a first angle
(40) of the first panel (36) relative to the first side
(32) of the distribution chamber (22) is adjusta-
ble to control a first amount of agricultural ma-
terial directed toward the first inlet portion (42),
a second angle (50) of the second panel (46)
relative to the second side (34) of the distribution
chamber (22) is adjustable to control a second
amount of agricultural material directed toward
the second inlet portion (52), and the first and
second panels (46) are independently adjusta-
ble.

2. The harvester (10) of claim 1, wherein the agricul-
tural material comprises a material other than grain
(MOG).

3. The harvester (10) of claim 1, wherein the spreader
system (24) comprises a first spreader (44) and a
second spreader (54).

4. The harvester (10) of claim 3, wherein the first inlet
portion (42) is configured to direct agricultural mate-
rial toward the first spreader (44), and the second
inlet portion (52) is configured to direct agricultural
material toward the second spreader (54).

5. The harvester (10) of claim 1, wherein the first and
second panels (46) are configured to be manually
adjusted.

6. The harvester (10) of claim 1, comprising a first ac-
tuator coupled to the first panel (36) and configured
to adjust the first angle (40), and a second actuator
coupled to the second panel (46) and configured to
adjust the second angle (50).

7. The harvester (10) of claim 6, wherein the first actu-
ator comprises a first electric motor, and the second
actuator comprises a second electric motor.

8. The harvester (10) of claim 6, wherein the first and
second actuators are configured to be controlled hy-
draulically or pneumatically.

9. The harvester (10) of claim 1, wherein the first and
second panels (46) are configured to be adjusted by
a control system.

10. The harvester (10) of claim 9, wherein the first and
second panels (46) are configured to be adjusted
based at least partly on a slope of the field.

11. The harvester (10) of claim 1, wherein the spreader
system (24) comprises a vertical spreader.

12. The harvester (10) of claim 1, comprising a chopper
configured to chop the agricultural material, and to
provide the chopped agricultural material to the dis-
tribution chamber (22).

13. A method for distributing agricultural material re-
moved from a field by a harvester (10), comprising:

detecting a first amount of agricultural material
distributed by a first spreader;
detecting a second amount of agricultural ma-
terial distributed by a second spreader;
adjusting a first input to the first spreader to con-
trol the first amount of agricultural material dis-
tributed by the first spreader; and
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adjusting a second input to the second spreader
to control the second amount of agricultural ma-
terial distributed by the second spreader, where-
in the first input and the second input are inde-
pendently adjustable.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein adjusting the first
input to the first spreader comprises adjusting a first
deflection angle of a first panel (36) configured to
direct agricultural material toward the first spreader,
and adjusting the second input to the second spread-
er comprises adjusting a second deflection angle of
a second panel (46) configured to direct agricultural
material toward the second spreader.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein adjusting the de-
flection angle of the panel comprises controlling an
actuator coupled to the panel.

9 10 
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