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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a biphenyl derivative having a specific structure and an organic electrolumi-
nescence device using the biphenyl derivative as a light emitting layer, and in particular, to an organic electroluminescence
device having a long lifetime, and also to the biphenyl derivative for realizing the organic electroluminescence device.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] An organic electroluminescence ("electroluminescence" will be occasionally referred to as "EL", hereinafter)
device is a spontaneous light emitting device which utilizes the principle that a fluorescent substance emits light by
energy of recombination of holes injected from an anode and electrons injected from a cathode when an electric field is
applied. Since an organic EL device of the laminate type driven under a low electric voltage was reported by C. W. Tang
et al. of Eastman Kodak Company (C. W Tang and S. A. Vanslyke, Applied Physics Letters, Volume 51, Pages 913,
1987), many studies have been conducted on organic EL devices using organic materials as the constituting materials.
Tang et al. used a laminate structure using tris(8-quinolinolato)aluminum for the light emitting layer and a triphenyldiamine
derivative for the hole transporting layer. Advantages of the laminate structure are that the efficiency of hole injection
into the light emitting layer can be increased, that the efficiency of forming excitons which are formed by blocking and
recombining electrons injected from the cathode can be increased, and that excitons formed in the light emitting layer
can be enclosed. As the structure of the organic EL device, a two-layered structure having a hole transporting (injecting)
layer and an electron transporting and light emitting layer and a three-layered structure having a hole transporting
(injecting) layer, a light emitting layer and an electron transporting (injecting) layer are well known. To increase the
efficiency of recombination of injected holes and electrons in the devices of the laminate type, the structure of the device
and the process for forming the device have been studied.
[0003] In addition, as the light emitting material of the organic EL device, chelate complexes such as tris(8-quinolinolato)
aluminum, coumarine derivatives, tetraphenylbutadiene derivatives, bisstyrylarylene derivatives and oxadiazole deriv-
atives are known. It is reported that light in the visible region ranging from a blue light to a red light can be obtained by
using these light emitting materials, and development of a device exhibiting color images is expected (refer to, for
example, Patent literatures 1, 2 and 3).
[0004] Further, devices including phenyl anthracene derivatives as a light emitting material were disclosed in Patent
literature 4. Materials having naphthyl groups at the 9th and 10th positions of anthracene were disclosed in Patent
literature 5. Although such anthracene derivatives were employed as a material for emitting a blue light, it has been
desired to improve a lifetime of the devices.
[0005] In addition, materials having fluoranthene groups at the 9th and 10th positions of anthracene were disclosed
in Patent literature 6. Although such anthracene derivatives were employed as a material for emitting a blue light, it has
been desired to improve a lifetime of the devices.
[0006] Further, it was disclosed to employ a variety of anthracene derivatives as a hole transporting material in Patent
literature 7. However, they have not yet been evaluated as a light emitting material.
[0007] Meanwhile, benzene derivatives having three substituent were disclosed in Patent literature 8, and bisanthra-
cene derivatives were disclosed in Patent literatures 9 to 12. Although these derivatives were employed as a material
for emitting a blue light and exhibited high heat resistance due to its high glass transition temperature, it has been desired
to improve a lifetime of the devices. Patent literature 13 discloses biphenyl derivatives.
[0008]

[Patent literature 1] Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. Heisei 8(1996)-239655
[Patent literature 2] Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. Heisei 7(1995)-183561
[Patent literature 3] Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. Heisei 3(1991)-200889
[Patent literature 4] Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. Heisei 8(1996)-12600
[Patent literature 5] Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. Heisei 11(1991)-3782
[Patent literature 6] Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2001-257074
[Patent literature 7] Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2000-182776
[Patent literature 8] Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2001-192651
[Patent literature 9] Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. Heisei 8(1996)-12600
[Patent literature 10] Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2000-344691
[Patent literature 11] Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2004-2351
[Patent literature 12] Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2005-15420
[Patent literature 13] US 6,635,364 B1
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DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

[0009] The present invention has been made to overcome the above problems and has an objective of providing an
organic EL device having a long lifetime. In addition, the present invention has an objective of providing a biphenyl
derivative, which is particularly suitable as a light emitting material for the organic EL device of the present invention.
[0010] As a result of intensive researches and studies to achieve the above objective by the present inventors, it was
found that it was possible to fabricate an organic EL device having a long lifetime by employing the biphenyl derivatives
represented by the general formula (I) as a material for an organic EL device:

[0011] In the general formula (I), Ar1 and Ar2 represent a condensed aromatic hydrocarbon group comprising 3 rings
or more, and Ar3 represents a condensed aromatic hydrocarbon group comprising 2 rings or more. However, when one
of Ar1 to Ar3 represents an anthracene-9-yl group, 10th position of anthracene is not a hydrogen atom.
[0012] R1 to R3 each independently represents, a substituted or unsubstituted aromatic hydrocarbon group having
ring carbon atoms of 6 to 50, a substituted or unsubstituted aromatic heterocyclic group having ring carbon atoms of 5
to 50, a substituted or unsubstituted alkyl group having carbon atoms of 1 to 50, a substituted or unsubstituted cycloalkyl
group having carbon atoms of 3 to 50, a substituted or unsubstituted alkoxy group having carbon atoms of 1 to 50, a
substituted or unsubstituted aralkyl group having ring carbon atoms of 7 to 50, a substituted or unsubstituted aryloxy
group having ring carbon atoms of 6 to 50, a substituted or unsubstituted arylthio group having ring carbon atoms of 6
to 50, a substituted or unsubstituted alkoxycarbonyl group having carbon atoms of 2 to 50, a silyl group, which may be
substituted with a substituted or unsubstituted alkyl group having carbon atoms of 1 to 50 or a substituted or unsubstituted
aryl group having ring carbon atoms of 6 to 50, a carboxyl group, a halogen atom, a cyano group, a nitro group, or a
hydroxy group.
[0013] a to c each independently represents an integer of 0 to 3.
[0014] The present invention provides an organic EL device comprising single or a plurality of organic thin film layers
including at least a light emitting layer sandwiched between a pair of electrode consisting of an anode and a cathode,
wherein at least one layer of the organic thin film layers contains the aforementioned biphenyl derivatives.
[0015] The present invention has been made to overcome the above problems and can provide an organic EL device
having a long lifetime. Further, it is possible to provide a particularly suitable biphenyl derivative, which has an adequate
long lifetime as a material for an organic EL device of the present invention.

THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT TO CARRY OUT THE INVENTION

[0016] The first invention of the present inventions relates to the biphenyl derivatives represented by the following
formula (I). The following formulae (II) and (III) are particularly preferable for the general formula (I), and the formula (III)
is more particularly preferable,
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[0017] In the general formulae (I) to (III), Ar1 and Ar2 represent a substituted or unsubstituted condensed aromatic
hydrocarbon group comprising 3 rings or more. However, when Ar1 or Ar2 represents an anthracene-9-yl group, 10th
position of anthracene is not a hydrogen atom. Examples thereof include a 1-anthryl group, a 2-anthryl group, a 9-anthryl
group, a 1-phenanthryl group, a 2-phenanthryl group, a 3-phenanthryl group, a 4-phenanthryl group, a 9-phenanthryl
group, a 1-chrysenyl group, a 2-chrysenyl group, a 6-chrysenyl group, a 1-naphthacenyl group, a 2-naphthacenyl group,
a 9-naphthacenyl group, a 1-pyrenyl group, a 2-pyrenyl group, a 4-pyrenyl group, and the like. A 9-phenanthryl group,
a 9-anthryl group, a 1-pyrenyl group, and the like are preferable.
[0018] In the general formulae (I) to (III), Ar3 represents a substituted or unsubstituted condensed aromatic hydrocarbon
group comprising 2 rings or more. However, when Ar3 represents an anthracene-9-yl group, 10th position of anthracene
is not a hydrogen atom. Examples thereof include a phenyl group, a 1-naphtyl group, a 2-naphthyl group, a 1-anthryl
group, a 2-anthryl group, a 9-anthryl group, a 1-phenanthryl group, a 2-phenanthryl group, a 3-phenanthryl group, a 4-
phenanthryl group, a 9-phenanthryl group, a 1-chrysenyl group, a 2-chrysenyl group, a 6-chrysenyl group, a 1-naph-
thacenyl group, a 2-naphthacenyl group, a 9-naphthacenyl group, a 1-pyrenyl group, a 2-pyrenyl group, a 4-pyrenyl
group, and the like.
[0019] A 1-naphthyl group, a 2-naphtyl group, a 9-phenanthryl group, 9-anthryl group, 1-pyrenyl group, and the like
are preferable.
[0020] The biphenyl derivatives of the present invention represent a condensed aromatic hydrocarbon group com-
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prising Ar3 having 2 rings or more in the above general formulae (I) to (III).
[0021] The biphenyl derivatives of the present invention represent a condensed hydrocarbon group comprising Ar3

having 3 rings or more in the above general formulae (I) to (III).
[0022] The biphenyl derivatives of the present invention represent derivatives in which at least one of Ar1 to Ar3 in the
above general formulae (I) to (III) represents a pyrenyl group.
[0023] In the above general formulae (I) to (III), the biphenyl derivatives of the present invention include an anthracene-
9-yl group comprising a substituted or unsubstituted aromatic hydrocarbon group having ring carbon atoms of 6 to 50
at the 10th position thereof, and the substituent includes the similar groups to those illustrated in the following R1 to R3.
[0024] In the above general formulae (I) to (III), R1 to R3 each independently represents a substituted or unsubstituted
aromatic hydrocarbon group having ring carbon atoms of 6 to 50, a substituted or unsubstituted aromatic heterocyclic
group having ring carbon atoms of 5 to 50, a substituted or unsubstituted alkyl group having carbon atoms of 1 to 50, a
substituted or unsubstituted cycloalkyl group having carbon atoms of 3 to 50, a substituted or unsubstituted alkoxy group
having carbon atoms of 1 to 50, a substituted or unsubstituted aralkyl group having ring carbon atoms of 7 to 50, a
substituted or unsubstituted aryloxy group having ring carbon atoms of 6 to 50, a substituted or unsubstituted arylthio
group having ring carbon atoms of 6 to 50, a substituted or unsubstituted alkoxycarbonyl group having carbon atoms of
2 to 50, a silyl group which may be substituted with a substituted or unsubstituted alkyl group having carbon atoms of
1 to 50 or a substituted or unsubstituted aryl group having ring carbon atoms of 6 to 50, a carboxyl group, a halogen
atom, a cyano group, a nitro group, or a hydroxy group.
[0025] Examples of the aromatic hydrocarbon group having ring carbon atoms of 6 to 50 represented by R1 to R3 in
the general formulae (I) to (III) include a phenyl group, a 1-naphtyl group, a 2-naphthyl group, a 1-anthryl group, a 2-
anthryl group, a 9-anthryl group, a 1-phenanthryl group, a 2-phenanthryl group, a 3-phenanthryl group, a 4-phenanthryl
group, a 9-phenanthryl group, a 1-chrysenyl group, a 2-chrysenyl group, a 6-chrysenyl group, a 1-naphthacenyl group,
a 2-naphthacenyl group, a 9-naphthacenyl group, a 1-pyrenyl group, a 2-pyrenyl group, a 4-pyrenyl group, a 2-biphenylyl
group, a 3-biphenylyl group, a 4-biphenylyl group, a p-terphenyl-4-yl group, a p-terphenyl-3-yl group, a p-terphenyl-2-yl
group, a m-terphenyl-4-yl group, a m-terphenyl-3-yl group, a m-terphenyl-2-yl group, a 4-phenylnaphthalene-1-yl group,
a 6-phenylnaphthalene-2-yl group, a 4-(naphthalene-2-yl)phenyl group, a 3-(naphthalene-2-yl)phenyl group, a 2-(naph-
thalene-2-yl)phenyl group, a 4-(naphthalene-1-yl)phenyl group, a 3-(naphthalene-1-yl)phenyl group, a 2-(naphthalene-
1-yl)phenyl group, an o-tolyl group, a m-tolyl group, a p-tolyl group, a p-t-butylphenyl group, p-(2-phenylpropyl)phenyl
group, a 3-methyl-2-naphtyl group, a 4-methyl-1-naphtyl, a 4-methyl-1-anthryl group, a 4’-methylbiphenylyl group, and
a 4"-t-butyl-p-terphenyl-4-yl group.
[0026] Examples of the substituted or unsubstituted aromatic heterocyclic group having 5 to 50 ring carbon atoms
represented by R1 to R3 in the general formulae (I) to (III) include an 1-pyrrolyl group, a 2-pyrrolyl group, a 3-pyrrolyl
group, a pyradinyl group, a 2-pyridinyl group, a 3-pyridinyl group, a 4-pyridinyl group, an 1-indolyl group, a 2-indolyl
group, a 3-indolyl group, a 4-indolyl group, a 5-indolyl group, a 6-indolyl group, a 7-indolyl group, a 1-isoindolyl group,
a 2-isoindolyl group, a 3-isoindolyl group, a 4-isoindolyl group, a 5-isoindolyl group, a 6-isoindolyl group, a 7-isoindolyl
group, a 2-furyl group, a 3-furyl group, a 2-benzofuranyl group, a 3-benzofuranyl group, a 4-benzofuranyl group, a 5-
benzofuranyl group, a 6-benzofuranyl group, a 7-benzofuranyl group, an 1-isobenzofuranyl group, a 3-isobenzofuranyl
group, a 4-isobenzofuranyl group, a 5-isobenzofuranyl group, a 6-isobenzofuranyl group, a 7-isobenzofuranyl group, a
quinolyl group, a 3-quinolyl group, a 4-quinolyl group, a 5-quinolyl group, a 6-quinolyl group, a 7-quinolyl group, a 8-
quinolyl group, an 1-isoquinolyl group, a 3-isoquinolyl group, a 4-isoquinolyl group, a 5-isoquinolyl group, a 6-isoquinolyl
group, a 7-isoquinolyl group, an 8-isoquinolyl group, a 2-quinoxanyl group, a 5-quinoxanyl group, a 6-quinoxanyl group,
a 1-carbazolyl group, a 2-carbazolyl group, a 3-carbazolyl group, a 4-carbazolyl group, a 9-carbazolyl group, an 1-
phenanthridinyl group, a 2-phenanthridinyl group, a 3-phenanthridinyl group, a 4-phenanthridinyl group, a 6-phenanthrid-
inyl group, a 7-phenanthridinyl group, an 8-phenanthridinyl group, a 9-phenanthridinyl group, a 10-phenanthridinyl group,
an 1-acridinyl group, a 2-acridinyl group, a 3-acridinyl group, a 4-acridinyl group, a 9-acridinyl group, an 1,7-phenanthrolin-
2-yl group, an 1,7-phenanthrolin-3-yl group, an 1,7-phenanthrolin-4-yl group, an 1,7-phenanthrolin-5-yl group, an 1,7-
phenanthrolin-6-yl group, an 1,7-phenanthrolin-8-yl group, an 1,7-phenanthrolin-9-yl group, an 1,7-phenanthrolin-10-yl
group, an 1,8-phenanthrolin-2-yl group, an 1,8-phenanthrolin-3-yl group, an 1,8-phenanthrolin-4-yl group, an 1,8-phen-
anthrolin-5-yl group, an 1,8-phenanthrolin-6-yl group, an 1,8-phenanthrolin-7-yl group, an 1,8-phenanthrolin-9-yl group,
an 1,8-phenanthrolin-10-yl group, an 1,9-phenanthrolin-2-yl group, an 1,9-phenanthrolin-3-yl group, an 1,9-phenanthro-
lin-4-yl group, an 1,9-phenanthrolin-5-yl group, an 1,9-phenanthrolin-6-yl group, an 1,9-phenanthrolin-7-yl group, an 1,9-
phenanthrolin-8-yl group, an 1,9-phenanthrohn-10-yl group, an 1,10-phenanthrolin-2-yl group, an 1,10-phenanthrolin-
3-yl group, an 1,10-phenanthrolin-4-yl group, an 1,10-phenanthrolin-5-yl group, a 2,9-phenanthrolin-1-yl group, a 2,9-
phenanthrolin-3-yl group, a 2,9-phenanthrolin-4-yl group, a 2,9-phenanthrolin-5-yl group, a 2,9-phenanthrolin-6-yl group,
a 2,9-phenanthrolin-7-yl group, a 2,9-phenanthrohn-8-yl group, a 2,9-phenanthrolin-10-yl group, a 2,8-phenantbrolin-1-
yl group, a 2,8-phenanthrolin-3-yl group, a 2,8-phenanthrolin-4-yl group, a 2,8-phenanthrolin-5-yl group, a 2,8-phenan-
throlin-6-yl group, a 2,8-phenanthrolin-7-yl group, a 2,8-phenanthrolin-9-yl group, a 2,8-phenanthrolin-10-yl group, a 2,7-
phenanthrolin-1-yl group, a 2,7-phenanthrolin-3-yl group, a 2, 7-phenanthrolin-4-yl group, a 2,7-phenanthrolin-5-yl group,
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a 2,7-phenanthrolin-6-yl group, a 2,7-phenanthrolin-8-yl group, a 2,7-phenanthrolin-9-yl group, a 2,7-phenanthrolin-10-
yl group, an 1-phenazinyl group, a 2-phenazinyl group, an 1-phenothiazinyl group, a 2-phenothiazinyl group, a 3-phe-
nothiazinyl group, a 4-phenothiazinyl group, a 10-phenothiazinyl group, an 1-phenoxazinyl group, an 2-phenoxazinyl
group, a 3-phenoxazinyl group, a 4-phenoxazinyl group, a 10-phenoxazinyl group, a 2-oxazolyl group, a 4-oxazolyl
group, a 5-oxazolyl group, a 2-oxadiazolyl group, a 5-oxadiazolyl group, a 3-furazanyl group, a 2-thienyl group, a 3-
thienyl group, a 2-methylpyrrol-1-yl group, a 2-methylpyrrol-3-yl group, a 2-methylpyrrol-4-yl group, a 2-methylpyrrol-5-
yl group, a 3-methylpyrrol-1-yl group, a 3-methylpyrrol-2-yl group, a 3-methylpyrrol-4-yl group, a 3-methylpyrrol-5-yl
group, a 2-t-butylpyrrol-4-yl group, a 3-(2-phenylpropyl)pyrrol-1-yl group, a 2-methyl-1-indolyl group, a 4-methyl-1-indolyl
group, a 2-methyl-3-indolyl group, a 4-methyl-3-indolyl group, a 2-t-butyl-1-indolyl group, a 4-t-butyl-1-indolyl group, a
2-t-butyl- 3-indolyl group and a 4-t-butyl-3-indolyl group.
[0027] Examples of the substituted or unsubstituted alkyl group having 1 to 50 carbon atoms represented by R1 to R3

in the general formulae (I) to (III) include a methyl group, an ethyl group, propyl group, an isopropyl group, a n-butyl
group, a s-butyl group, an isobutyl group, a t-butyl group, a n-pentyl group, a n-hexyl group, a n-heptyl group, a n-octyl
group, a hydroxymethyl group, an 1-hydroxyethyl group, a 2-hydroxyethyl group, a 2-hydroxyisobutyl group, an 1,2-
dihydroxyethyl group, an 1,3-dihydroxyisopropyl group, a 2,3-dihydroxy-t-butyl group, an 1,2,3-trihydroxypropyl group,
a chloromethyl group, an 1-chloroethyl group, a 2-chloroethyl group, a 2-chloroisobutyl group, an 1,2-dichloroethyl group,
an 1,3-dichloroisopropyl group, a 2,3-dichloro-t-butyl group, a 1,2,3-trichloropropyl group, a bromomethyl group, an 1-
bromoethyl group, a 2-bromoethyl group, a 2-bromoisobutyl group, an 1,2-dibromoethyl group, an 1,3-dibromoisopropyl
group, a 2,3-dibromo-t-butyl group, an 1,2,3-tribromopropyl group, an iodomethyl group, an 1-iodoethyl group, a 2-
iodoethyl group, a 2-iodoisobutyl group, an 1,2-diiodoethyl group, an 1,3-diiodoisopropyl group, an 2,3-diiodo-t-butyl
group, an 1,2,3-triiodopropyl group, an aminomethyl group, an 1-aminoethyl group, a 2-aminoethyl group, a 2-aminoi-
sobutyl group, an 1,2-diaminoethyl group, an 1,3-diaminoisopropyl group, a 2,3-diamino-t-butyl group, an 1,2,3-triamino-
propyl group, a cyanomethyl group, an 1-cyanoethyl group, a 2-cyanoethyl group, a 2-cyanoisobutyl group, an 1,2-
dicyanoethyl group, an 1,3-dicyanoisopropyl group, a 2,3-dicyano-t-butyl group, an 1,2,3-tricyano-propyl group, a ni-
tromethyl group, an 1-nitroethyl group, a 2-nitroethyl group, a 2-nitroisobutyl group, an 1,2-dinitroethyl group, an 1,3-
dinitroisopropyl group, an 2,3-dinitro-t-butyl group, an 1,2,3-trinitropropyl group, and the like.
[0028] Examples of the substituted or unsubstituted cycloalkyl group having 3 to 50 carbon atoms represented by R1

to R3 in the general formulae (I) to (III) include a cyclopropyl group, a cyclobutyl group, a cyclopentyl group, a cyclohexyl
group, a 4-methylcyclohexyl group, an 1-adamanthyl group, a 2-adamanthyl group, an 1-norbornyl group, and a 2-
norbornyl group.
[0029] The alkoxy group represented by R1 to R3 in the general formulae (I) to (III) is a group represented by -OY,
and examples of Y include the similar ones to the above alkyl groups.
[0030] Examples of the substituted or unsubstituted aralkyl group having 7 to 50 carbon atoms represented by R1 to
R3 in the general formulae (I) to (III) include a benzyl group, an 1-phenylethyl group, a 2-phenylethyl group, an 1-
phenylisopropyl group, a 2-phenylisopropyl group, a phenyl-t-butyl group, an α-naphthyhnethyl group, an 1-α-naphth-
ylethyl group, a 2-α-naphthylethyl group, an 1-α-naphthylisopropyl group, a 2-α-naphthylisopropyl group, a β-naphthyl-
methyl group, an 1-β-naphthylethyl group, a 2-β-naphthylethyl group, an 1-β-naphthylisopropyl group, a 2-β-naphthyl-
isopropyl group, an 1-pyrrolylmethyl group, a 2-(1-pyrrolyl)ethyl group, a p-methylbenzyl group, a m-methylbenzyl group,
an o-methylbenzyl group, a p-chlorobenzyl group, a m-chlorobenzyl group, an o-chlorobenzyl group, a p-bromobenzyl
group, a m-bromobenzyl group, an o-bromobenzyl group, a p-iodobenzyl group, a m-iodobenzyl group, an o-iodobenzyl
group, a p-hydroxybenzyl group, a m-hydroxybenzyl group, an o-hydroxybenzyl group, a p-aminobenzyl group, a m-
aminobenzyl group, an o-aminobenzyl group, a p-nitrobenzyl group, a m-nitrobenzyl group, an o-nitrobenzyl group, a
p-cyanobenzyl group, a m-cyanobenzyl group, an o-cyanobenzyl group, an 1-hydroxy-2-phenylisopropyl group, and an
1-chloro-2-phenylisopropyl group.
[0031] The substituted or unsubstituted aryloxyl group having 6 to 50 ring carbon atoms represented by R1 to R3 is a
group represented by -OY’. Examples of the group represented by Y’ include a phenyl group, an 1-naphthyl group, a 2-
naphthyl group, an 1-anthryl group, a 2-anthryl group, 9-anthryl group, an 1-phenanthryl group, a 2-phenanthryl group,
a 3-phenanthryl group, a 4-phenanthryl group, a 9-phenanthryl group, an 1-naphthacenyl group, a 2-naphthacenyl group,
a 9-naphthacenyl group, an 1-pyrenyl group, a 2-pyrenyl group, a 4-pyrenyl group, a 2-biphenylyl group, a 3-biphenylyl
group, a 4-biphenylyl group, a p-terphenyl-4-yl group, a p-terphenyl-3-yl group, a p-terphenyl-2-yl group, a m-terphenyl-
4-yl group, a m-terphenyl-3-yl group, a m-terphenyl-2-yl group, an o-tolyl group, a m-tolyl group, a p-tolyl group, a p-t-
butylphenyl group, a p-(2-phenylpropyl)phenyl group, a 3-methyl-2-naphthyl group, a 4-methyl-1-naphthyl group, a 4-
methyl-1-anthryl group, a 4’-methylbiphenylyl group, a 4"-t-butyl-p-terphenyl-4-yl group, a 2-pyrrolyl group, a 3-pyrrolyl
group, pyradinyl group, a 2-pyridinyl group, a 3-pyridinyl group, a 4-pyridinyl group, a 2-indolyl group, a 3-indolyl group,
a 4-indolyl group, a 5-indolyl group, a 6-indolyl group, a 7-indolyl group, an 1-isoindolyl group, a 3-isoindolyl group, a 4-
isoindolyl group, a 5-isoindolyl group, a 6-isoindolyl group, a 7-isoindolyl group, a 2-furyl group, a 3-furyl group, a 2-
benzofuranyl group, a 3-benzofuranyl group, a 4-benzofuranyl group, a 5-benzofuranyl group, a 6-benzofuranyl group,
a 7-benzofuranyl group, an 1-isobenzofuranyl group, a 3-isobenzofuranyl group, a 4-isobenzofuranyl group, a 5-isoben-
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zofuranyl group, a 6-isobenzofuranyl group, a 7-isobenzofuranyl group, a 2-quinolyl group, a 3-quinolyl group, a 4-
quinolyl group, a 5-quinolyl group, a 6-quinolyl group, a 7-quinolyl group, an 8-quinolyl group, an 1-isoquinolyl group, a
3-isoquinolyl group, a 4-isoquinolyl group, a 5-isoquinolyl group, a 6-isoquinolyl group, a 7-isoquinolyl group, an 8-
isoquinolyl group, a 2-quinoxanyl group, a 5-quinoxanyl group, a 6-quinoxanyl group, a 1-carbazolyl group, a 2-carbazolyl
group, a 3-carbazolyl group, a 4-carbazolyl group, an 1-phenanthridinyl group, a 2-phenanthridinyl group, a 3-phen-
anthridinyl group, a 4-phenanthridinyl group, a 6-phenanthridinyl group, a 7-phenanthridinyl group, an 8-phenanthridinyl
group, a 9-phenanthridinyl group, a 10-phenanthridinyl group, an 1-acridinyl group, a 2-acridinyl group, a 3-acridinyl
group, a 4-acridinyl group, a 9-acridinyl group, an 1,7-phenanthrolin-2-yl group, an 1,7-phenanthrolin-3-yl group, an 1,7-
phenanthrolin-4-yl group, an 1,7-phenanthrolin-5-yl group, an 1,7-phenanthrolin-6-yl group, an 1,7-phenanthrolin-8-yl
group, an 1,7-phenanthrolin-9-yl group, an 1,7-phenanthrolin-10-yl group, an 1,8-phenanthrolin-2-yl group, an 1,8-phen-
anthrolin-3-yl group, an 1,8-phenanthrolin-4-yl group, an 1,8-phenanthrolin-5-yl group, an 1,8-phenanthrolin-6-yl group,
an 1,8-phenanthrolin-7-yl group, 1,8-phenanthrolin-9-yl group, an 1,8-phenanthrolin-10-yl group, an 1,9-phenanthrolin-
2-yl group, an 1,9-phenanthrolin-3-yl group, an 1,9-phenanthrolin-4-yl group, an 1,9-phenanthrolin-5-yl group, an 1,9-
phenanthrolin-6-yl group, an 1,9-phenanthrolin-7-yl group, an 1,9-phenanthrolin-8-yl group, an 1,9-phenanthrolin-10-yl
group, an 1,10-phenanthrolin-2-yl group, an 1,10-phenanthrolin-3-yl group, an 1,10-phenanthrolin-4-yl group, an 1,10-
phenanthrolin-5-yl group, a 2,9-phenanthrolin-1-yl group, a 2,9-phenanthrolin-3-yl group, a 2,9-phenanthrolin-4-yl group,
a 2,9-phenanthrolin-5-yl group, a 2,9-phenanthrolin-6-yl group, a 2,9-phenanthrolin-7-yl group, a 2,9-phenanthrolin-8-
yl group, a 2,9-phenanthrolin-10-yl group, a 2,8-phenanthrolin-1-yl group, a 2,8-phenanthrolin-3-yl group, a 2,8-phen-
anthrolin-4-yl group, a 2,8-phenanthrolin-5-yl group, a 2,8-phenanthrohn-6-yl group, a 2,8-phenanthrolin-7-yl group, a
2,8-phenanthrolin-9-yl group, a 2,8-phenanthrolin-10-yl group, a 2,7-phenanthrolin-1-yl group, a 2, 7-phenanthrolin-3-
yl group, a 2,7-phenanthrolin-4-yl group, a 2,7-phenanthrolin-5-yl group, a 2,7-phenanthrolin-6-yl group, a 2,7-phenan-
throlin-8-yl group, a 2,7-phenanthrolin-9-yl group, a 2,7-phenanthrolin-10-yl group, an 1-phenazinyl group, a 2-phenazinyl
group, an 1-phenothiazinyl group, a 2-phenothiazinyl group, a 3-phenothiazinyl group, a 4-phenothiazinyl group, an 1-
phenoxazinyl group, a 2-phenoxazinyl group, a 3-phenoxazinyl group, a 4-phenoxazinyl group, a 2-oxazolyl group, a 4-
oxazolyl group, a 5-oxazolyl group, a 2-oxadiazolyl group, a 5-oxadiazolyl group, a 3-furazanyl group, a 2-thienyl group,
a 3-thienyl group, a 2-methylpyrrol-1-yl group, a 2-methylpyrrol-3-yl group, a 2-methylpyrrol-4-yl group, a 2-methylpyrrol-
5-yl group, a 3-methylpyrrol-1-yl group, a 3-methylpyrrol-2-yl group, a 3-methylpyrrol-4-yl group, a 3-methylpyrrol-5-yl
group, a 2-t-butylpyrrol-4-yl group, a 3-(2-phenylpropyl)pyrrol-1-yl group, a 2-methyl- 1-indolyl group, a 4-methyl-1-indolyl
group, a 2-methyl-3-indolyl group, a 4-methyl-3-indolyl group, a 2-t-butyl-1-indolyl group, a 4-t-butyl-1-indolyl group, a
2-t-butyl-3-indolyl group, and a 4-t-butyl-3-indolyl group.
[0032] The substituted or unsubstituted arylthio group having 6 to 50 ring carbon atoms represented by R1 to R3 in
the general formulae (I) to (III) is represented by- SY’ and examples of Y’ include the similar groups to Y’ of the afore-
mentioned aryloxy groups.
[0033] The substituted or unsubstituted alkoxycarbonyl group having 2 to 50 carbon atoms represented by R1 to R3

in the general formulae (I) to (III) is represented by -COOZ and examples of Z include the similar groups to aforementioned
alkyl groups.
[0034] The substituent for each group of Ar1 to Ar3 and R1 to R3 in the general formulae (I) to (III) is selected from an
alkyl group which is selected from a methyl group, an ethyl group, a propyl group, an isopropyl group, a n-butyl group,
a s-butyl group, an isobutyl group, a t-butyl group, a n-pentyl group, a n-hexyl group, a n-heptyl group, a n-octyl group,
a hydroxymethyl group, a 1-hydroxyethyl group, a 2-hydroxyethyl group, a 2-hydroxyisobutyl group, an 1,2-dihydroxyethyl
group, an 1,3-dihydroxy-isopropyl group, a 2,3-dihydroxy-t-butyl group, an 1,2,3-trihydroxypropyl group, a chloromethyl
group, an 1-chloroethyl group, a 2-chloroethyl group, a 2-chloroisobutyl group, a 1,2-dichloroethyl group, an 1,3-dichlo-
roisopropyl group, a 2,3-dichloro-t-butyl group, an 1,2,3-trichloropropyl group, bromomethyl group, an 1-bromoethyl
group, a 2-bromoethyl group, a 2-bromoisobutyl group, an 1,2-dibromoethyl group, an 1,3-dibromoisopropyl group, a
2,3-dibromo-t-butyl group, an 1,2,3-tribromopropyl group, an iodomethyl group, an 1-iodoethyl group, a 2-iodoethyl
group, a 2-iodoisobutyl group, an 1,2-diiodoethyl group, an 1,3-diiodoisopropyl group, a 2,3-diiodo-t-butyl group, an
1,2,3-triiodopropyl group, an aminomethyl group, an 1-aminoethyl group, a 2-aminoethyl group, a 2-aminoisobutyl group,
a 1,2-diaminoethyl group, an1,3-diaminoisopropyl group, a 2,3-diamino-t-butyl group, an 1,2,3-triamino-propyl group, a
cyanomethyl group, an 1-cyanoethyl group, a 2-cyanoethyl group, a 2-cyanoisobutyl group, an 1,2-dicyanoethyl group,
an 1,3-dicyanoisopropyl group, a 2,3-dicyano-t-butyl group, an 1,2,3-tricyano-propyl group, a nitromethyl group, an 1-
nitroethyl group, a 2-nitroethyl group, a 2-nitroisobutyl group, an 1,2-dinitroethyl group, an 1,3-dinitroisopropyl group, a
2,3-dinitro-t-butyl group, an 1,2,3-trinitropropyl group, a cyclopropyl group, a cyclobutyl group, a cyclopentyl group,
cyclohexyl group, a 4-methylcyclohexyl group, an 1-adamanthyl group, a 2-adamanthyl group, an 1-norbornyl group,
and a 2-norbornyl group; an alkoxy group having carbon stoms of 1 to 6 such an ethoxy group, a methoxy group, an i-
propoxy group, a n-propoxy group, a s-butoxy group, a t-butoxy group, a pentoxy group, a hexyloxy group, a cyclopentoxy
group and a cyclohexyloxy group; an aryl group having carbon atoms of 5 to 40; an amino group substituted by an aryl
group having ring carbon atoms of 5 to 40; an ester group containing an aryl group having ring carbon atoms of 5 to 40;
an ester group containing an alkyl group having ring carbon atoms of 1 to 6; a cyano group, a nitro group and a halogen
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atom.
[0035] Examples of the silyl group, which may be substituted by a substituted or unsubstituted alkyl group having 1
to 50 carbon atoms or a substituted or unsubstituted aryl group having carbon atoms of 6 to 50, represented by R1 to
R3 in the general formulae (I) to (III) include a trimethylsilyl group, a triethylsilyl group, a t-butyldimethylsilyl group, a
vinyldimethylsiliy group, a propyldimethylsiliy group, and a triphenylsilyl group.
[0036] A halogen atom of R1 to R3 in the general formulae (I) to (III) includes a fluorine atom, a chlorine atom, a bromine
atom, and an iodine atom.
[0037] In the general formulae (I) to (III), a to c each independently represents an integer of 0 to 3.
[0038] Examples of the biphenyl derivatives represented by the general formula (I) to (III) include the following, but
not limited thereto;
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* : not part of the invention
[0039] The biphenyl derivatives of the present invention are preferable for a material of an organic EL device, more
preferable for a light emitting material thereof, and particularly preferable for a host material thereof.
[0040] The present invention provides an organic EL device which comprises at least one organic thin film layer
sandwiched between a pair of electrode consisting of an anode and a cathode, wherein the organic thin film layer
comprises at least a compound, singly or as a component of a mixture, selected from the biphenyl derivatives described
in any one of the aforementioned general formulae (I) to (III).
[0041] Further, it is preferable that the aforementioned light emitting layer of the organic EL device of the present
invention comprises an arylamine compound and/or a styrylamine compound additionally.
[0042] A compound represented by the following general formula (A) is preferable as the styrylamine compound:

[0043] In the general formula (A), Ar3 represents a group selected from a phenyl group, a biphenyl group, a terphenyl
group, a stilbene group and a distyrylaryl group, Ar4 and Ar5 each represents a hydrogen atom, an aromatic hydrocarbon
group having carbon atoms of 6 to 20, and Ar3, Ar4 and Ar5 may have substituent. p represents an integer of 1 to 4.
Further, it is preferable that Ar4 and/or Ar5 may be substituted by a styryl group.
[0044] Here, examples of the aromatic hydrocarbon group having carbon atoms of 6 to 20 include a phenyl group, a
naphtyl group, an anthryl group, a phenanthryl group and a terphenyl group.
[0045] A compound represented by the following general formula (B) is preferable as the arylamine compound:

[0046] In the general formula (B), Ar6 to Ar8 each represents a substituted or unsubstituted aryl group having ring
carbon atoms of 6 to 40. q represents an integer of 1 to 4.
[0047] - Here, examples of the aryl group having ring carbon atoms of 6 to 40 include a phenyl group, a naphthyl
group, an anthryl group, a phenanthryl group, a pyrenyl group, a coronyl group, a biphenyl group, a terphenyl group, a
pyrrolyl group, a furanyl group, a thiophenyl group, a benzthiophenyl group, an oxadiazolyl group, a diphenylanthryl
group, an indolyl group, a carbazolyl group, a pyridyl group, a benzoquinolyl group, a fluoranthenyl group, an acenaph-
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thofluoranthenyl group, a stilbene group, a perylenyl group, a chrysenyl group, a picenyl group, a triphenylenyl group,
a rubicenyl group, a benzanthracenyl group, a phenylanthryl group, a bisanthracenyl group and an aryl group represented
by the following general formulae (C) and (D). A naphtyl group, an anthryl group, a chrysenyl group, a pyrenyl group
and an aryl group represented by the general formula (D) are preferable.

[0048] In the general formula (C), r represents an integer of 1 to 3.
[0049] In addition, a preferable substituent of the above aryl groups includes an alkyl group having carbon atoms of
1 to 6 such as an ethyl group, a methyl group, an i-propyl group, a n-propyl group, a s-butyl group, a t-butyl group, a
pentyl group, a hexyl group, a cyclopentyl group, and a cyclhexyl group, an alkoxy group having carbon atoms of 1 to
6 such as an ethoxy group, a methoxy group, an i-propoxy group, a n-propoxy group, a s-butoxy group, a t-butoxy group,
a pentoxy group, a hexyloxy group, a cyclopentoxy group, and a cyclohexyloxy group, an aryl group having ring carbon
stoms of 5 to 40, an amino group substituted by an aryl group having ring carbon atoms of 5 to 40, an ester group
comprising an aryl group having ring carbon atoms of 5 to 40, an ester group comprising an alkyl group having carbon
atoms of 1 to 6, a cyano group, a nitro group, and a halogen group.
[0050] The following is a description of the construction of the organic EL device of the present invention.
[0051] Typical examples of the construction of the organic EL device of the present invention include:

(1) an anode / a light emitting layer / a cathode
(2) an anode / a hole injecting layer / a light emitting layer / a cathode;
(3) an anode / a light emitting layer / an electron injecting layer / a cathode;
(4) an anode / a hole injecting layer / a light emitting layer / an electron injecting layer / a cathode;
(5) an anode / an organic semiconductor layer / a light emitting layer / a cathode;
(6) an anode / an organic semiconductor layer / an electron blocking layer / a light emitting layer / a cathode;
(7) an anode / an organic semiconductor layer / a light emitting layer / an adhesion improving layer / a cathode;
(8) an anode / a hole injecting layer / a hole transporting layer / a light emitting layer / an electron injecting layer / a
cathode;
(9) an anode / an insulating layer / a light emitting layer / an insulating layer / a cathode;
(10) an anode / an inorganic semiconductor layer / an insulating layer / a light emitting layer / an insulating layer /
a cathode;
(11) an anode / an organic semiconductor layer / an insulating layer / a light emitting layer / an insulating layer / a
cathode;
(12) an anode / an insulating layer / a hole injecting layer / a hole transporting layer / a light emitting layer / an
insulating layer / a cathode; and
(13) an anode / an insulating layer / a hole injecting layer / a hole transporting layer / a light emitting layer / an
electron injecting layer / a cathode.

[0052] Among those, the construction (8) is generally employed in particular; however, the construction of the organic
EL device is not limited to those shown above as the examples.
[0053] In addition, in the organic EL device of the present invention, the biphenyl compounds of the present invention
may be used for any one of the above layers, however, it is preferable that they are contained in a light emitting zone
or a hole transporting zone among the above construction components. Further, it is particularly preferable that they are
contained in a light emitting layer. The content thereof is selected in the range of from 30 to 100 % by mole.
[0054] In general, the organic EL device is produced on a substrate which transmits light. It is preferable that the
substrate which transmits light has a transmittance of light of 50% or greater in the visible region of wave length of 400
to 700 nm. It is also preferable that a flat and smooth substrate is employed.
[0055] As the substrate which transmits light, for example, glass sheet and synthetic resin sheet are advantageously
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employed. Specific examples of the glass sheet include soda-lime glass, glass containing barium and strontium, lead
glass, aluminosilicate glass, borosilicate glass, barium borosilicate glass, quartz and the like. In addition, specific exam-
ples of the synthetic resin sheet include sheet made of polycarbonate resins, acrylic resins, polyethylene terephthalate
resins, polyether sulfide resins, polysulfone resins and the like.
[0056] Next, the anode in the organic EL device of the present invention has a role of injecting holes into a hole
transporting layer or a light emitting layer, and it is effective in having a work function of 4.5 eV or greater. Examples of
the anode material include indium tin oxide (ITO), a mixture of indium oxide and zinc oxide (IZO), a mixture of ITO and
cerium oxide (ITCO), a mixture of IZO and cerium oxide (IZCO), a mixture of indium oxide and cerium oxide (ICO), a
mixture of zinc oxide and aluminum oxide (AZO), tin oxide (NESA), gold, silver, platinum and copper.
[0057] The anode can be prepared by forming a thin film of the electrode material described above in accordance with
a process such as a vapor deposition process or a sputtering process.
[0058] When the light emitted from the light emitting layer is observed through the anode, it is preferable that the anode
has a transmittance of the emitted light greater than 10 %. It is also preferable that the sheet resistivity of the anode is
several hundred Ω / h or smaller. The thickness of the anode is, in general, selected in the range of from 10 nm to 1mm
and preferably in the range of from 10 to 200 nm depending on a kind of the material.
[0059] In the organic EL device of the present invention, the light emitting layer has the following functions:

(i) The injecting function: the function of injecting holes from the anode or the hole injecting layer and injecting
electrons from the cathode or the electron injecting layer when an electric field is applied;
(ii) The transporting function: the function of transporting injected charges (electrons and holes) by the force of the
electric field; and
(iii) The light emitting function: the function of providing the field for recombination of electrons and holes and leading
the recombination to the emission of light.

[0060] As the process for forming the light emitting layer, a well known process such as the vapor deposition process,
the spin coating process and the LB process may be employed. It is preferable that a light emitting layer is a molecular
deposit film particularly. Here, the molecular deposit film is defined as a thin film formed by sedimentation from a gas
phase material compound or a film formed by solidification from a material compound in a phase of solution or liquid.
The molecular deposit film may be differentiated from a thin film formed by the LB process (a molecular accumulation
film), based on the differences between agglomeration structures and higher-order structures, and also the differences
resulting from functionalities thereof.
[0061] In addition, as shown in Japanese Patent Laid-open No. Shou 57(1982)-51781, to form a light emitting layer,
a thin film may be formed in accordance with the spin coating and the like of the solution to be prepared by dissolving
a binder such as resin and a material compound in solvent.
[0062] In the present invention, any well known light emitting materials may be optionally contained in the organic
compound layer, and also a light emitting layer containing other well known light emitting materials may be laminated
with the light emitting layer containing the light emitting materials of the present invention in an extent of not obstructing
to achieve the objective of the present invention.
[0063] Next, the hole injecting / transporting layer is a layer which assists injection of holes into the light emitting layer
and transport the holes to the light emitting zone. The layer exhibits a great mobility of holes and, in general, has an
ionization energy as small as 5.5 eV or smaller. For the hole injecting / transporting layer, a material which transports
holes to the light emitting layer at a small strength of the electric field is preferable. A material which exhibits, for example,
a mobility of holes of at least 10-4 cm2/V· sec under application of an electric field of from 104 to 106 V/cm is preferable.
[0064] As for a material to form the hole injecting / transporting layer, when it has the above preferable properties, any
arbitrary material selected from conventional material, without any limitation, commonly used as a charge transporting
material for the holes in photo conducting materials and well known material employed for the hole injecting layer in the
EL device is usable. The aromatic a mine derivatives include the compound represented by the following general formula:
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[0065] Ar11 to Ar13, Ar21 to Ar23 and Ar3 to Ar8 represent a substituted or unsubstituted aromatic hydrocarbon group
having ring carbon atoms of 6 to 50 or an aromatic heterocyclic group having ring carbon atoms of 5 to 50. a to c and
p to r each represents an integer of 0 to 3. Ar3 and Ar4, Ar5 and Ar6, and Ar7 and Ar8 may bond each other to form a
saturated or unsaturated ring. Examples of the aromatic hydrocarbon group having ring carbon atoms of 6 to 50 include
the similar groups to the aromatic hydrocarbon groups illustrated in R1 to R3 of the general formulae (I) to (III). Examples
of the aromatic heterocyclic group having ring carbon atoms of 5 to 50 include the similar groups to the aromatic
heterocyclic groups illustrated in R1 to R4 of the general formulae (I) to (II).

[0066] Ar1 to Ar4 each represents a substituted or unsubstituted aromatic hydrocarbon group having ring carbon atoms
of 6 to 50 or an aromatic heterocyclic group having ring carbon atoms of 5 to 50. L represents a linking group: a single
bond, a substituted or unsubstituted aromatic hydrocarbon group having ring carbon atoms of 6 to 50 or an aromatic
heterocyclic group having ring carbon atoms of 5 to 50. x represents an integer of 0 to 5. Ar2 and Ar3 may bond each
other to form a saturated or unsaturated ring. Examples of the aromatic hydrocarbon group having ring carbon atoms
of 6 to 50 include the similar groups to the aromatic hydrocarbon groups illustrated in R1 to R3 of the general formulae
(I) to (III). Examples of the aromatic heterocyclic group having ring carbon atoms of 5 to 50 include the similar groups
to the aromatic heterocyclic groups illustrated in R1 to R4 of the general formulae (I) to (III).
[0067] Further examples include triazole derivatives (refer to United States Patent No. 3,112,197, etc.), oxadiazole
derivatives (refer to United States Patent No. 3,189,447, etc.), imidazole derivatives (refer to Japanese Examined Patent
KOKOKU No. Shou 37-16096, etc.), poly arylalkane derivatives (refer to United States Patent Nos. 3,615,402, 3,820,989
and 3,542,544, Japanese Examined Patent KOKOKU Nos. Shou 45(1960)-555 and Shou 51(1966)-10983, Japanese
Patent Application Laid-Open Nos. Shou 51(1966)-93224, Shou 55(1980)-17105, Shou 56(1981)-4148, Shou 55(1980)-
108667, Shou 55(1980)-156953, Shou 56(1981)-36656, etc.), pyrazoline derivatives and pyrazolone derivatives (refer
to U.S Patent Nos. 3,180,729 and 4,278,746, Japanese Application Patent Laid-Open Nos. Shou 55(1980)-88064, Shou
55(1980)-88065, Shou 49(1974)-105537, Shou 55(1980)-51086, Shou 56(1981)-80051, Shou 56(1981)-88141, Shou
57(1982)-45545, Shou 54(1979)-112637, Shou 55(1980)-74546, etc.), phenylenediamine derivatives (refer to U.S Patent
No. 3,615,404, Japanese Examined Patent KOKOKU Nos. Shou 51-10105, Shou 46-3712 and Shou 47-25336, Japanese
Unexamined Patent Application Laid-Open Nos. Shou 54-53435, Shou 54-110536, Shou 54-119925, etc.), arylamine
derivatives (refer to U.S Patent Nos. 3,567,450, 3,180,703, 3,240,597, 3,658,520, 4,232,103, 4,175,961 and 4,012,376,
Japanese Examined Patent KOKOKU Nos. Shou 49-35702 and Shou 39-27577, Japanese Unexamined Patent Appli-
cation Laid-Open Nos. Shou 55-144250, Shou 56-119132 and Shou 56-22437, West German Patent No. 1,110,518,
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etc.), chalcone derivatives which is substituted with amino group (refer to U.S Patent No. 3,526,501, etc.), oxazole
derivatives (disclosed in U.S Patent No. 3,257,203, etc.), styryl anthracene derivatives (refer to Japanese Unexamine
Patent Application Laid-Open No. Shou 56-46234, etc.), fluorenone derivatives (refer to Japanese Application Laid-
Open No. Shou 54(1979)-110837, etc.), hydrazone derivatives (refer to U.S Patent No. 3,717,462, Japanese Patent
Application Laid-Open Nos. Shou 54(1979)-59143, Shou 55(1980)-52063, Shou 55(1980)-52064, Shou 55(1980)-46760,
Shou 55(1980)-85495, Shou 57(1982)-11350, Shou 57(1982)-148749, Hei 2(1990)-311591, etc.), stilbene derivatives
(refer to Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Nos. Shou 61(1986)-210363, Shou 61(1986)-228451, Shou 61(1986)-
14642, Shou 61(1986)-72255, Shou 62(1987)-47646, Shou 62(1987)-36674 , Shou 62(1987)-10652, Shou 62-30255,
Shou 60(1985)-93455, Shou 60(1985)-94462, Shou 60(1985)-174749, Shou 60(1985)-175052, etc.), silazane deriva-
tives (U.S Patent No. 4,950,950), polysilane-based copolymers (Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. Hei 2
(1990)-204996), aniline-based copolymers (Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. Hei 2(1990)-282263), an elec-
troconductive polymer oligomer (particularly, thiophene oligomer) which is disclosed in Japanese Patent Application
Laid-Open No Hei 1(1989)-211399, etc.
[0068] With regard to the material of the hole injecting layer, the above materials are also employable, however,
porphyrin compounds (disclosed in Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. Shou 63(1988)-295695, etc.), aromatic
tertiary amine compounds and styryl amine compounds (refer to U.S Patent No. 4,127,412, Japanese Patent Application
Laid-Open Nos. Shou 53(1978)-27033, Shou 54(1979)-58445, Shou 54(1979)-149634, Shou 54(1979)-64299, Shou 55
(1980)-79450, Shou 55-144250, Shou 56(1981)-119132, Shou 61(1981)-295558, Shou 61(1981)-98353, Shou 63(1988)-
295695, etc.) are preferable and the aromatic tertiary amine compounds are particularly preferable.
[0069] Further examples include, for example, 4,4’-bis(N-(1-naphthyl) -N-phenylamino)biphenyl (referred to as "NPD"
hereinafter) having 2 condensed aromatic rings in its molecule described in U.S Patent No. 5,061,569, 4,4’,4"-tris (N-(3-
methylphenyl)-N-phenylamino)triphenyl amine (referred to as "MTDATA" hereinafter) made by connecting three triphenyl
amine units to form a star burst type described in Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. Hei 4(1992)-308688, and
the like.
[0070] In addition, the nitrogen-containing compounds represented by the following general formula, which were dis-
closed in Japanese Registered Patent No. 3571977:

[0071] In the above general formula, R1, R2, R3, R4, R5, and R6 each represents a substituted or unsubstituted alkyl
group, a substituted or unsubstituted aryl group, a substituted or unsubstituted aralkyl group, or a substituted or unsub-
stituted heterocyclic group. However, R1, R2, R3, R4, R5, and R6 may be the same with or different from each other. R1

and R2, R3 and R4, R5 and R6, or R1 and R6, R2 and R3, and R4 and R5 may bond to form condensed rings.
[0072] Further, the compounds represented by the following general formula disclosed in U.S Patent No. 2004-0113547
are also usable.
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[0073] R1 to R6 each represents substituent, and preferably an electron accepting group such as a cyano group, a
nitro group, a sulfonyl group, a carbonyl group, a trifluoromethyl group and halogen.
[0074] In addition, an inorganic compound such as p-type Si and p-type SiC may be used as a material for a hole
injecting layer.
[0075] To form the hole injecting / transporting layer, a thin film may be formed from the above compounds in accordance
with a well known process such as the vacuum vapor deposition process, the spin coating process, the casting process
and the LB process. Although the thickness of the hole injecting / transporting layer is not particularly limited, the thickness
is usually from 5 nm to 5 mm. When a hole transportation zone comprises a compound of the present invention, the hole
injecting / transporting layer may be constructed by a layer consisting of at least one of the aforementioned materials,
and also the hole injecting / transporting layer may be laminated by a hole injecting / transporting layer consisting of a
compound different from them.
[0076] In addition, the organic semiconductor layer assists to inject the holes or to inject the electrons into the light
emitting layer, and it is preferable for the organic semiconductor layer to have a electric conductivity of 10-10 S/cm or
greater. With regard to a material for the organic semiconductor layer, electroconductive oligomer such as an oligomer
having thiophene, an oligomer having arylamine disclosed in Japanese Laid-Open No. Hei 8(1996)-193191 and so on,
electroconductive dendrimers such as a dendrimer having an arylamine and so on are employable.
[0077] The electron injection / transporting layer in the organic EL device of the present invention is a layer which
assists injection of electrons into the light emitting layer and transports electrons to a light emitting zone, and it exhibits
a great mobility of electrons. The adhesion improving layer is a layer which comprises a material having excellent
adhesion to a cathode especially.
[0078] In addition, it has been known in organic EL devices that an interference between an emitted light just brought
out from an anode and an emitted light brought out through reflection by the electrode has occurred due to the reflection
by the electrode (the cathode in the present case)- So as to utilize the interference effectively, an electron transporting
layer is selected in the range of from several nm to several mm in film thickness. Further, when the film thickness is
particularly thick, an electron mobility may be preferably at least 10-5 cm2/V· sec under application of an electric field of
from 104 to 106 V/cm in order to avoid increase of the voltage.
[0079] As the material for the electron injecting layer, 8-hydroxyquinoline, metal complexes of derivatives thereof and
oxadiazole derivatives are preferable. Examples of the 8-hydroxyquinoline and metal complexes of derivatives thereof
include metal chelates of oxinoid compounds including chelates of oxine (in general, 8-quinolinol or 8-hydroxyquinoline).
For example, tris(8-quinolinolato)aluminum can be employed as the electron injecting material.
[0080] Further, examples of the oxadiazole derivatives include an electron transfer compound represented by the
following general formula:
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[0081] In the above general formula, Ar1, Ar2, Ar3, Ar5, Ar6 and Ar9 each independently represents a substituted or
unsubstituted aryl group, which may be the same with or different from each other. Further, Ar4, Ar7 and Ar8 each
independently represents a substituted or unsubstituted arylene group, which may be the same with or different from
each other.
[0082] Examples of the aryl group include a phenyl group, a biphenyl group, an anthryl group, a perilenyl group and
a pyrenyl group. Further, examples of the arylene group include a phenylene group, a naphthylene group, a biphenylene
group, an anthrylene group, a perilenylene group, the pyrenylene group and the like. Furthermore, examples of the
substituent include an alkyl group having 1 to 10 carbon atoms, an alkoxy group having 1 to 10 carbon atoms, a cyano
group and the like. With regard to the electron transfer compound, those compounds having a thin film forming capability
are preferable.
[0083] Specific examples of the electron transfer compounds are shown below:

[0084] Further, as a material to be used for an electron injecting layer and an electron transporting layer, the nitrogen-
containing heterocyclic derivatives represented by the following general formulae (E) to (J) may be also included.
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[0085] In the general formulae (E) and (F), A1 to A3 each independently represents a nitrogen atom or a carbon atom.
Ar1 represents a substituted or unsubstituted aryl group having ring carbon atoms of 6 to 60, or a substituted or unsub-
stituted heteroaryl group having ring carbon atoms of 3 to 60, Ar2 represents a hydrogen atom, a substituted or unsub-
stituted aryl group having ring carbon atoms of 6 to 60, a substituted or unsubstituted heteroaryl group having ring carbon
atoms of 3 to 60, a substituted or unsubstituted alkyl group having ring carbon atoms of 1 to 20, or a substituted or
unsubstituted alkoxy group having ring carbon atoms of 1 to 20, or a bivalent group thereof. However, any one of Ar1

and Ar2 represents a substituted or unsubstituted condensed ring group having ring carbon atoms of 10 to 60, or a
substituted or unsubstituted monohetero condensed ring group having ring carbon atoms of 3 to 60, or a bivalent group
thereof.
[0086] L1, L2 and L each independently represents a single bond, a substituted or unsubstituted arylene group having
ring carbon atoms of 6 to 60, a substituted or unsubstituted hetero arylene group having ring carbon atoms of 3 to 60,
or a substituted or unsubstituted fluorenylene group.
[0087] R represents a hydrogen atom, a substituted or unsubstituted aryl group having ring carbon atoms of 6 to 60,
a substituted or unsubstituted hetero aryl group having ring carbon atoms of 3 to 60, a substituted or unsubstituted alkyl
group having carbon atoms of 1 to 20, or a substituted or unsubstituted alkoxy group having carbon atoms of 1 to 20. n
represents an integer of 0 to 5, and when n is 2 or larger, a plural R may be the same with or different from each other.
Further, neighboring Rs may bond each other to form a carbocyclic aliphatic ring or a carbocyclic aromatic ring.
[0088] R1 represents a hydrogen atom, a substituted or unsubstituted aryl group having ring carbon atoms of 6 to 60,
a substituted or unsubstituted hetero aryl group having ring carbon atoms of 3 to 60, a substituted or unsubstituted alkyl
group having ring carbon atoms of 1 to 20, or a substituted or unsubstituted alkoxy group having ring carbon atoms of
1 to 20, or -L-Ar1-Ar2.
[0089] The nitrogen-containing heterocyclic derivatives represented by the general formula (G):

HAr-L-Ar1-Ar2 (G)

[0090] In the general formula (G), HAr represents a nitrogen-containing hetero ring having carbon atoms of 3 to 40,
which may have substituent, L represents a single bond, an arylene group having ring carbon atoms of 6 to 60 which
may have substituent, a heteroarylene group having ring carbon atoms of 3 to 60 which may have substituent, or a
fluorenylene group which may have substituent. Ar1 represents a bivalent aromatic hydrocarbon group having carbon
atoms of 6 to 20 which may have substituent; Ar2 represents an aryl group having carbon atoms of 6 to 60 which may
have substituent, or a hetero aryl group having carbon atoms of 3 to 60 which may have substituent.
[0091] The silacyclopentadiene derivatives represented by the general formula (H):

[0092] In the general formula (H), X and Y each independently represents a saturated or unsaturated hydrocarbon
group having carbon atoms of 1 to 6, an alkoxy group, an alkenyloxy group, an alkynyloxy group, a hydroxy group, a
substituted or unsubstituted aryl group, a substituted or unsubstituted heterocyclic group, or a structure having a saturated
or unsaturated ring formed by bonding X and Y R1 to R4 each independently a hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a
substituted or unsubstituted alkyl group having carbon atoms of 1 to 6, an alkoxy group, an aryloxy group, a perfluoroalkyl
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group, a perfluoroalkoxy group, an amino group, an alkylcarbonyl group, an arylcarbonyl group, an alkoxycarbonyl group,
an aryloxycarbonyl group, an azo group, an alkylcarbonyloxy group, an arylcarbonyloxy group, an alkoxycarbonyloxy
group, an aryloxycarbonyloxy group, a sulfinyl group, a sulfonyl group, a sulfanyl group, a silyl group, a carbamoyl group,
an aryl group, a heterocyclic group, an alkenyl group, an alkynyl group, a nitro group, a formyl group, a nitroso group,
a formyloxy group, an isocyano group, a cyanate group, an isocyanate group, a thiocyanate group, an isothiocyanate
group or a cyano group, or a condensed structure of neighboring thereof into substituted or unsubstituted rings.
[0093] The borane derivatives represented by the general formula (I):

[0094] In the general formula (I), R1 to R8 and Z2 each independently represents a hydrogen atom, a saturated or
unsaturated hydrocarbon group, an aromatic hydrocarbon group, a heterocyclic group, a substituted amino group, a
substituted boryl group, an alkoxy group or an aryloxy group; X, Y, and Z1 each independently represents a saturated
or unsaturated hydrocarbon group, an aromatic hydrocarbon group, a heterocyclic group, a substituted amino group,
an alkoxy group or an aryloxy group; substituent of Z1 and Z2 may bond each other to form a condensed ring; n represents
an integer of 1 to 3, Z1S may be different from each other when n is 2 or larger: however, excluding a case where n is
1, X, Y, and R2 are methyl groups, and Rs is a hydrogen atom or a substituted boryl group, and also a case where n is
3 and Z1 is a methyl group.

[0095] In the general formula (J), Q1 and Q2 each independently represents a ligand represented by the following
general formula (K), and L represents a ligand represented by a halogen atom, a substituted or unsubstituted alkyl group,
a substituted or unsubstituted cycloalkyl group, a substituted or unsubstituted aryl group, a substituted or unsubstituted
heterocyclic group, -OR1, or -O-Ga-Q3(Q4); wherein, R1 represents hydrogen atom, a substituted or unsubstituted alkyl
group, a substituted or unsubstituted cycloalkyl group, a substituted or unsubstituted aryl group, a substituted or unsub-
stituted heterocyclic group, and Q3 and Q4 are the same with Q1 and Q2.
[0096]
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In the general formula (K), rings A1 and A2 each has 6 membered aryl ring structures which may have substituent.
[0097] The metal complexes have a strong property of a n-type semiconductor and a big capability of electron injection.
In addition, due to low formation energy on forming the complexes, the affinity between the metals and ligands of the
formed metal complexes is secured and fluorescence quantum efficiency for a light emitting material becomes larger.
[0098] Specific examples of substituent for rings A1 and A2, which form the ligand of the general formula (K), include
a halogen atom such as chlorine, bromine, iodine and fluorine, a substituted or unsubstituted alkyl group such as a
methyl group, an ethyl group, a propyl group, a butyl group, a s-butyl group, a t-butyl group, a pentyl group, a hexyl
group, a heptyl group, an octyl group, a stearyl group, and a trichlorometyl group, a substituted or unsubstituted aryl
group such as a phenyl group, a naphtyl group, a 3-methyphenyl group, a 3-methoxyphenyl group, a 3-fluorophenyl
group, a 3-trichloromethyphenyl group, a 3-trifluoromethylphenyl group, and a 3-nitrophenyl group, a substituted or
unsubstituted alkoxy group such as a methoxy group, a n-butoxy group, a t-butoxy group, a trichloromethoxy group, a
trifluoroethoxy group, a pentafluoropropoxy group, 2,2,3,3-tetrafluoropropoxy group, 1,1,1,3,3,3-hexafluoro-2-propoxy
group, and 6-(perfluoroethyl)hexyloxy group, a substituted or unsubstituted aryloxy group such as a phenoxy group, a
p-nitrophenoxy group, a p-t-butylphenoxy group, a 3-fluorophenoxy group, a pentafluorophenyl group, and a 3-trifluor-
omethyphenoxy group, a substituted or unsubstituted alkylthio group such as a methylthio group, an ethylthio group, a
t-butylthio group, a hexylthio group, an octylthio group, and a trifluoromethylthio group, a substituted or unsubstituted
arylthio group such as a phenylthio group, a p-nitrophenylthio group, a p-t-butylphenylthio group, a 3-fluoroohenylthio
group, a pentafluorophenylthio, and 3-trifluoromethylphenylthio group, a cyano group, a nitro group, an amino group, a
mono- or di-substituted amino group such as a methylamino group, a diethylamino group, an ethylamino group, a
diethylamino group, a dipropylamino group, a dibutylamino group, and diphenylamino group, an acylamino group such
as a bis(acetoxymethyl)amino group, a bis(acetoxyethy)amino group, a bis(acetoxypropyl)amino group, and a bis(ace-
toxybutyl)amino group, a hydroxy group, a siloxy group, an acyl group, a carbamoyl group such as a methylcarbamoyl
group, a dimethylcarbamoyl group, an ethylcarbamoyl group, a diethylcarbamoyl group, a propylcarbamoyl group, a
butylcarbamoyl group, and a phenyl carbamoyl group, a carboxylic acid group, a sulfonic acid group, an imido group, a
cycloalkyl group such as a cyclopentane group and a cyclohexyl group, an aryl group such as a phenyl group, a naphthyl
group, a biphenyl group, an anthryl group, a phenanthryl group, a fluorenyl group, and a pyrenyl group, a heterocyclic
group such as a pyridinyl group, a pyrazinyl group, a pyrimidinyl group, a pyridazinyl group, a triazinyl group, an indolinyl
group, a quinolinyl group, an acridinyl group, a pyrrolidinyl group, a dioxanyl group, a piperidinyl group, a morpholizinyl,
a piperazinyl group, a triatinyl group, a carbazolyl group, a furanyl group, a thiophenyl group, an oxazolyl group, an
oxadiazolyl group, a benzoxazolyl group, a thiazolyl group, a thiadiazolyl group, a benzothiazolyl group, a triazolyl group,
an imidazolyl group, a benzimidazolyl group, and a planyl group. Further, the above substituents may bond each other
to form a 6 member aryl ring or hetero ring additionally.
[0099] In the organic EL device of the present invention, it is preferable that a reductive dopant is added in either the
electron transporting zone or an interfacial zone between the cathode and the organic layer. The reductive dopant used
in the present invention is defined as a substance which reduces the electron transporting compound. Therefore, various
compounds may be employed if they have a certain level of reduction capability. Examples of the preferable reductive
dopant include at least one compound selected from the group comprising alkali metals, alkaline earth metals, rare earth
metals, alkali metal oxides, alkali metal halides, alkaline earth metal oxides, alkaline earth metal halides, rare earth metal
oxides, rare earth metal halides, alkali metal carbonates, alkaline earth metal carbonates, organic complexes of alkali
metals, organic complexes of alkaline earth metals and organic complexes of rare earth metals.
[0100] Examples of the preferable reductive dopant include at least one alkali metal selected from a group consisting
of Na (the work function: 2.36 eV), K (the work function: 2.28 eV), Rb (the work function: 2.16 eV) and Cs (the work
function: 1.95 eV) or at least one alkaline earth metal selected from a group consisting of Ca (the work function: 2.9eV),
Sr (the work function: 2.0 to 2.5 eV) and Ba (the work function: 2.52eV); whose work function of 2.9 eV or less is
particularly preferable. Among the above, the preferable reductive dopant include at least one alkali metal selected from
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a group consisting of K, Rb and Cs, the more preferred is Rb or Cs, and the most preferred is Cs. These alkali metals
have particularly high capability of reduction so that improvement of an emission luminance and longer lasting of a
lifetime of the organic EL device is realized. In addition, a combination of two or more of alkali metals is also preferable
as a reductive dopant having 2.9 eV or less of the work function. In particular, a combination of Cs, for example with
Na, K or Rb, or Na and K is preferable. By a combing and containing Cs therein, the reduction capability can be
demonstrated effectively, and improvement of an emission luminance and longer lasting of a lifetime of the organic EL
device is realized by adding it into an electron injecting area.
[0101] In the organic EL device of the present invention, an electron injecting layer formed with an insulating material
or a semiconductor may be further interposed between the cathode and the organic thin film layer. The electron injecting
layer effectively prevents leak of the electric current and improves the electron injecting capability. It is preferable that
at least one metal compound selected from the group consisting of alkali metal chalcogenides, alkaline earth metal
chalcogenides, alkali metal halides and alkaline earth metal halides is used as the insulating material. It is preferable
that the electron injecting layer is constituted with the above alkali metal chalcogenides since the electron injecting
property can be improved. Preferable examples of the alkali metal chalcogenides include Li2O, K2O, Na2S, Na2Se and
Na2O. Preferable examples of the alkaline earth metal chalcogenides include CaO, BaO, SrO, BeO, BaS and CaSe. In
addition, preferable examples of the alkali metal halides include LiF, NaF, KF, CsF, LiCl, KCl, NaCl and the like. Further,
preferable examples of the alkaline earth metal halides include fluorides such as CaF2, BaF2, SrF2, MgF2 and BeF2 and
halides other than the fluorides.
[0102] Examples of the semiconductor constituting the electron transporting layer include oxides, nitrides and oxide
nitrides containing at least one element selected from Ba, Ca, Sr, Yb, Al, Ga, In, Li, Na, Cd, Mg, Si, Ta, Sb and Zn, which
are used singly or as a component of a mixture. It is preferable that the inorganic compound constituting the electron
transporting layer is in the form of crystallite or amorphous insulating thin film. When the electron transporting layer is
constituted with the above insulating thin film, a more uniform thin film can be formed and defective pixels such as dark
spots can be decreased. Examples of the inorganic compound include the alkali metal chalcogenides, the alkaline earth
metal chalcogenides, the alkali metal halides and the alkaline earth metal halides which are described above.
[0103] As the cathode for the organic EL device of the present invention, an electrode substance such as metal, alloy,
electroconductive compound and those mixture having a small work function (4 eV or smaller) is employed. Examples
of the electrode substance include sodium, sodium-potassium alloy, magnesium, lithium, cesium, magnesium-silver
alloy, aluminum / aluminum oxide, Al / Li2O, Al / LiO, Al / LiF, aluminum-lithium alloy, indium, rare earth metal and the like.
[0104] The cathode can be prepared by forming a thin film of the electrode material described above in accordance
with a process such as the vapor deposition process and the sputtering process.
[0105] When the light emitted from the light emitting layer is observed through the cathode, it is preferable that the
cathode has a transmittance of the emitted light greater than 10 %. It is also preferable that the sheet resistivity of the
cathode is several hundred Ω/h or smaller. The thickness of the cathode is, in general, selected in the range of from
10 nm to 1 mm and preferably in the range of from 50 to 200 nm.
[0106] In general, an organic EL device tends to form defects in pixels due to leak and short circuit since an electric
field is applied to ultra-thin films. To prevent the formation of the defects, a layer of an insulating thin film may be inserted
between the pair of electrodes.
[0107] Examples of the material employed for the insulating layer include aluminum oxide, lithium fluoride, lithium
oxide, cesium fluoride, cesium oxide, magnesium oxide, magnesium fluoride, calcium oxide, calcium fluoride, aluminum
nitride, titanium oxide, silicon oxide, germanium oxide, silicon nitride, boron nitride, molybdenum oxide, ruthenium oxide,
vanadium oxide and the like. Mixtures and laminates of the above compounds can also be employed.
[0108] To produce an organic EL device of the present invention, for example, an anode, a light emitting layer and,
where necessary, a hole injecting layer and an electron injecting layer are formed in accordance with the aforementioned
process using the aforementioned materials, and the cathode is formed in the last step. An organic EL device may be
produced by forming the aforementioned layers in the order reverse to that described above, i.e., a cathode being formed
in the first step and an anode in the last step.
[0109] An embodiment of the process for producing an organic EL device having a construction in which an anode,
a hole injecting layer, a light emitting layer, an electron injecting layer and a cathode are disposed sequentially on a
light-transmitting substrate will be described in the following.
[0110] On a suitable light-transmitting substrate, a thin film made of a material for the anode is formed in accordance
with the vapor deposition process or the sputtering process so that the thickness of the formed thin film is 1 mm or smaller
and preferably in the range of 10. to 200 nm. The formed thin film is employed as the anode. Then, a hole injecting layer
is formed on the anode. The hole injecting layer can be formed in accordance with the vacuum vapor deposition process,
the spin coating process, the casting process or the LB process, as described above. The vacuum vapor deposition
process is preferable since a uniform film can be easily obtained and the possibility of formation of pin holes is small.
When the hole injecting layer is formed in accordance with the vacuum vapor deposition process, in general, it is preferable
that the conditions in general are suitably selected in the following ranges: temperature of the deposition source: 50 to



EP 1 903 020 B1

22

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

450 °C; vacuum level: 10-7 to 10-3 Torr; deposition rate: 0.01 to 50 nm/second; temperature of the substrate: -50 to 300
°C; and film thickness: 5 nm to 5 mm; although the conditions of the vacuum vapor deposition are different depending
on the employed compound (the material for the hole injecting layer) and the crystal structure and the recombination
structure of the hole injecting layer to be formed.
[0111] Subsequently, the light emitting layer is formed on the hole injecting layer formed above. Also the formation of
the light emitting layer can be made by forming the light emitting material according to the present invention into a thin
film in accordance with the vacuum vapor deposition process, the sputtering process, the spin coating process or the
casting process. The vacuum vapor deposition process is preferable because a uniform film can be easily obtained and
the possibility of formation of pinholes is small. When the light emitting layer is formed in accordance with the vacuum
vapor deposition process, in general, the conditions of the vacuum vapor deposition process can be selected in the
same ranges as those described for the vacuum vapor deposition of the hole injecting layer although the conditions are
different depending on the used compound. It is preferable that the thickness is in the range of from 10 to 40 nm.
[0112] Next, the electron-injecting layer is formed on the light emitting layer formed above. Similarly to the hole injecting
layer and the light emitting layer, it is preferable that the electron injecting layer is formed in accordance with the vacuum
vapor deposition process since a uniform film must be obtained. The conditions of the vacuum vapor deposition can be
selected in the same ranges as those for the hole injecting layer and the light emitting layer.
[0113] In the last step, the cathode is formed on the electron-injecting layer, and an organic EL device can be fabricated.
The cathode is made of a metal and can be formed in accordance with the vacuum vapor deposition process or the
sputtering process. It is preferable that the vacuum vapor deposition process is employed in order to prevent the lower
organic layers from damages during the formation of the film.
[0114] In the above production of the organic EL device, it is preferable that the above layers from the cathode to the
anode are formed successively while the production system is kept in a vacuum after being evacuated once.
[0115] The process for forming the layers in the organic EL device of the present invention is not particularly limited.
A conventional process such as the vacuum vapor deposition process and the spin coating process can be used. The
organic thin film layer comprising the compound represented by the aforementioned general formula (1) used in the
organic EL device of the present invention can be formed in accordance with the vacuum vapor deposition process, the
molecular beam epitaxy process (the MBE process) or, using a solution prepared by dissolving the compound into a
solvent, in accordance with a conventional coating process such as the dipping process, the spin coating process, the
casting process, the bar coating process and the roller coating process.
[0116] The thickness of each layer in the organic thin film layer in the organic EL device of the present invention is
not particularly limited, therefore, a thickness within the range of several nanometers to 1 mm is preferable so as to
reduce the defects such as pin holes and improve the efficiency
[0117] When a direct voltage is applied on the organic EL device produced in the above manner, when a direct voltage
of 5 to 40 V is applied in the condition that the anode is connected to a positive electrode (+) and the cathode is connected
to a negative electrode (-), then a light emission is observed. When the connection is reversed, no electric current is
produced and no light is emitted at all. When an alternating voltage is applied on the organic EL device, the uniform light
emission is observed only in the condition that the polarity of the anode is positive and the polarity of the cathode is
negative. When an alternating voltage is applied on the organic EL device, any type of wave shape can be employed.

Example

[0118] This invention will be described in further detail with reference to Examples, which do not limit the scope of this
invention.

Synthesis Example 1 (Synthesis of AN-4)

[0119] Under the atmosphere of argon gas, 9 g of 1-(3,5-dibromophenyl)pyrene synthesized from 3,5-diboromoiodo-
benzene and 1-pyrenyl boronic acid was dissolved into 100 ml of anhydrous tetrahydrofuran (THF) and cooled down to
-70 °C. 14 ml of 1.6M n-butyllithium hexane solution was dropped therein and the resultant was stirred for 30 minutes.
5.9 g of 1,2-diiodoethane was added therein and the resultant was stirred for 5 hours. After the resultant was left overnight,
water and methylene chloride were added therein, and then sodium bisulfite was added therein until the burned umber
of the reaction solution was changed to yellow. The organic layer was extracted therefrom, and then it was washed by
water and saturated salt water. Subsequently the organic layer was dried by using anhydrous sodium sulfate, and then
the solvent was removed by distillation. The residue was refined through a silica gel chromatography (developing solvent:
toluene / hexane = 1/3) and then 8.4 g of 1-(3-bromo-4-iodophenyl)pyrene of cream color solid was obtained (Yield: 84%).
[0120] Under the atmosphere of argon gas, 8.2 g of obtained 1-(3-bromo-4-iodophenyl)pyrene, 3.4 g of 4-bromophenyl
boronic acid, and 0.4 g of tetrakis(triphenylphophine)palladium were dissolved in 100 ml of toluene, and then 25 ml of
2M sodium carbonate aqueous solution was added therein, followed by 7 hours reflux on heating. After standing to cool,
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the precipitated solid was separated through filtration, and then followed by washing with water, methanol and heated
toluene, and 6.3 g of 1-(3, 4’-dibromobiphenyl-5-yl)pyrene of pale yellow solid was obtained (Yield: 72%).
[0121] Under the atmosphere of argon gas, 5 g of obtained 1-(3, 4’-dibromobiphenyl-5-yl)pyrene, 6.4 g of 10-phe-
nylanthracene-9-boronic acid obtained by a known method and 0.45 g of tetrakis(triphenylphophine)palladium were
dissolved in 100 ml of 1,2-dimethoxyethane (referred to as "DME", hereinafter), and then 30 ml of 2M sodium carbonate
aqueous solution was added therein, followed by 9.5 hours reflux on heating. After the resultant was left overnight, the
precipitated crystal was separated through filtration, and then followed by washing with water, methanol and heated
toluene, and 5.2 g of the objective compound (AN-4) as the pale yellow solid was obtained (Yield: 62%). By Field
Desorption Mass Spectrometry (FD-MS) analysis of the obtained compound, m / z = 858 in the case of C68H42 = 858
was obtained, therefore AN-4 was confirmed.

Synthesis Example 2 (Synthesis of AN-5)

[0122] Under the atmosphere of argon gas, 6 g of tribromobenzene available as a commercial reagent, 9.4 g of 1-
pyrenyl boronic acid and 0.88 g of tetrakis(triphenylphophine) palladium were dissolved in 150 ml of toluene, and then
the 57 ml of 2M sodium carbonate aqueous solution was added therein, followed by 7 hours reflux on heating. After
standing to cool, the precipitated solid was separated through filtration, and then followed by washing with water and
methanol, and drying. The obtained solid was refined through a silica gel chromatography (developing solvent: toluene
/ hexane =1/3) and then 4.1 g of 3, 5-dipyrenylbromobenzene of pale yellow solid was obtained (Yield: 38%).
[0123] Under the atmosphere of argon gas, 3.9 g of obtained 3, 5-dipyrenylbromobenzene, 2.9 g of 3-(9-phenylan-
thracene-10-yl) phenyl boronic acid obtained by a known method and 0.16 g of tetrakis(triphenylphophine)palladium
were dissolved in 80 ml of DME, and then 10 ml of 2M sodium carbonate aqueous solution was added therein, followed
by 8 hours reflux on heating. After the resultant was left overnight, the precipitated crystal was separated through filtration,
and then followed by washing with water, methanol and heated toluene, and 3.5 g of the objective compound (AN-5) as
pale yellow solid was obtained (Yield: 62%). By Field Desorption Mass Spectrometry (FD-MS) analysis of the obtained
compound, m / z = 806 in the case of C64H38 = 806 was obtained, therefore AN-5 was confirmed.

Synthesis Example 3 (Synthesis of AN-8)

[0124] Under the atmosphere of argon gas, 3.5 g of 3,3’,5-tribromobiphenyl synthesized from 3,5-dibromoiodobenzene
and 3-bromophenyl boronic acid, 7.3 g of 1-pyrenyl boronic acid available as a commercial reagent, and 150 ml of MDE
were mixed. Subsequently, 0.52 g of tetrakis(triphenylphophine)palladium and 67 ml of 2M sodium carbonate aqueous
solution were added therein, followed argon displacement. After it was refluxed for 8 hours, it was left overnight. The
predipitated crystal was separated through filtration, and then followed by washing with water, methanol and heated
toluene, and 4.7 g of pale yellow solid as the objective compound (AN-8) was obtained (Yield: 69%). By Field Desorption
Mass Spectrometry (FD-MS) analysis of the obtained compound, m / z = 754 in the case of C60H34 = 754 was obtained,
therefore AN-8 was confirmed.

Synthesis Example 4 (Synthesis of AN-26)

[0125] The objective compound (AN-26) of pale yellow solid was obtained similarly as Synthesis Example 3 except
that 10-phenylanthracene-9-boronic acid was used in place of 1-pyrenyl boronic acid (Yield: 72%). By Field Desorption
Mass Spectrometry (FD-MS) analysis of the obtained compound, m / z = 910 in the case of C72H46 = 910 was obtained,
therefore AN-26 was confirmed.

Synthesis Example 5 (Synthesis of AN-30)

[0126] Under the atmosphere of argon gas, 4.5 g of 3-(1-phenylnaphthalene-4-yl)phenyl boronic acid obtained by a
known method, 5 g of 3,5-dibromoiodobenzene and 0.48 g of tetrakis(triphenylphophine)palladium were dissolved in
100 ml of toluene, and then the 21 ml of 2M sodium carbonate aqueous solution was added therein, followed by 8 hours
reflux on heating. After resultant was left overnight, the precipitated crystal was separated through filtration, and followed
by washing with water and methanol. The crystal was refined through a silica gel chromatography (developing solvent:
toluene / hexane =1/3) and then 4.2 g of 3, 5-dibromo-3’-(1-phenylnaphthalene-4-yl)biphenyl of cream color solid was
obtained (Yield: 59%).
[0127] Under the atmosphere of argon gas, 4 g of obtained 3, 5-dibromo-3’-(1-phenylnaphthalene-4-yl)biphenyl, and
5.1 g of 10-phenylanthracene-9-boronic acid obtained by a known method were dispersed in 100 ml of DME, and then
0.5 g of tetrakis(triphenylphophine)palladium and 25 ml of 2M sodium carbonate aqueous solution were added therein,
and followed by 10 hours reflux on heating. After the resultant was left overnight, the precipitated crystal was separated
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through filtration, and then followed by washing with water, methanol and heated toluene, and 3.7 g of the objective
compound (AN-30) as pale yellow solid was obtained (Yield: 55%). By Field Desorption Mass Spectrometry (FD-MS)
analysis of the obtained compound, m / z = 860 in the case of C68H44 = 860 was obtained, therefore AN-30 was confirmed.

Synthesis Example 6 (Synthesis of AN-43) (not part of the invention)

[0128] Under the atmosphere of argon gas, 10 g of 1-(3-bromo-5-iodophenyl)-pyrene obtained in Synthesis Example
1, 4.1 g of 3-biphenylboronic acid and 0.5 g of tetrakis(triphenylphophine)palladium were dissolved in 120 ml of toluene,
and then the 31 ml of 2M sodium carbonate aqueous solution was added therein, and followed by 7 hours reflux on
heating. After standing to cool, the precipitated solid was separated by filtration, and followed by washing with water,
methanol, and heated toluene so as to obtained 5.3 g of 1-[1’,1":3",1"’-(5’-bromo)terphenyl-3’-yl]pyrene was obtained
as pale yellow solid (Yield: 50 %).
[0129] Under the atmosphere of argon gas, 5 g of obtained 1-[1’,1":3",1"’-(5’-bromo)terphenyl-3’-yl]pyrene, and 3.8 g
of 10-(naphtherene-2-yl)anthracene-9-boronic acid obtained by a known method, and 0.23 g of tetrakis(triphenylpho-
phine)palladium were dissolved in 80 ml of DME, and then 15 ml of 2M sodium carbonate aqueous solution was added
therein, and followed by 9.5 hours reflux on heating. After the resultant was left overnight, the precipitated crystal was
separated through filtration, and then followed by washing with water, methanol and heated toluene, and 4.1 g of pale
yellow solid as the objective compound (AN-43) was obtained (Yield: 57%). By Field Desorption Mass Spectrometry
(FD-MS) analysis of the obtained compound, m / z = 732 in the case of C58H36 = 732 was obtained, therefore AN-43
was confirmed.

Synthesis Example 7 (Synthesis of AN-42) (not part of the invention)

[0130] Under the atmosphere of argon gas, 4.0 g of 3,5-dibromo-m-terphenyl synthesized from 3,5-dibromoiodoben-
zene and 3-biphenyl boronic acid, and 6.8 g of 10-phenylanthracene-9-boronic acid were dispersed in 130 ml of DME,
and then 0.6 g of tetrakis(triphenylphophine)palladium and 35 ml of 2M sodium carbonate aqueous solution were added
therein, and followed by 10 hours reflux on heating. After the resultant was left overnight, the precipitated crystal was
separated through filtration, and then followed by washing with water, methanol and heated toluene, and 4.8 g of pale
yellow solid as the objective compound (AN-42) was obtained (Yield: 63%). By Field Desorption Mass Spectrometry
(FD-MS) analysis of the obtained compound, m / z = 734 in the case of C58H38 = 734 was obtained, therefore AN-42
was confirmed.

Example 1 (Evaluation of AN-4)

[0131] A glass substrate (manufactured by GEOMATEC Company) of 25 mm375 mm31.1 mm thickness having an
ITO transparent electrode was cleaned by application of ultrasonic wave in isopropyl alcohol for 5 minutes and then by
exposure to ozone generated by ultraviolet light for 30 minutes. The glass substrate having the transparent electrode
lines which had been cleaned was attached to a substrate holder of a vacuum vapor deposition apparatus. On the
surface of the cleaned substrate at the side having the transparent electrode, a film of N, N’-bis(N,N-diphenyl-4-ami-
nophenyl)-N,N’-diphenyl-4,4’-diamino-1,1’-biphenyl having a film thickness of 60 nm (referred to as "TPD232 film", here-
inafter) was formed so that the formed film covered the transparent electrode. The TPD232 film worked as the hole
injecting layer. Successively, a layer of N, N, N’, N-tetra(4-biphenyl)-diaminobiphenylene with a film thickness of 20 nm
(referred to as "TBDB layer", hereinafter) was formed over the TPD232 film. The formed film worked as the hole trans-
porting layer. Further, a film of AN-4 was deposited thereby forming a film having a thickness of 40 nm. At the same
time, the following amine compound BD1 having a styryl group as light emitting molecule was deposited with a weight
ratio of AN-4 : BD1= 40 : 2. The formed film worked as the light emitting layer. On the film formed above, a film of Alq
having a thickness 10 nm was formed. The formed film worked as the electron injecting layer. Thereafter, Li (the source
of lithium: manufactured by SAES GETTERS Company) as a reductive dopant and Alq were binary vapor deposited
and an Alq:Li film (film thickness: 10 nm) was formed as the electron injecting layer (or the cathode). On the Alq:Li film,
metallic aluminum was deposited to form a metal cathode and an organic El device was fabricated. The device was
tested under an electricity application, a blue light emission with an emission luminance of 600 cd/m2 was observed at
a voltage of 6.7 V and a current density of 10 mA/cm2. In addition, when the device was tested under an electricity
application at an initial luminance of 1,000 cd/m2, the half lifetime was measured and the result was shown in Table 1.
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Examples 2 to 6

[0132] Organic EL devices were fabricated similarly as Example 1 except that the compounds in Table 1 in place of
AN-4 were used as light emitting layer materials, respectively. In addition, when the devices were tested under an
electricity application at an initial luminance of 1,000 cd/m2, the half lifetimes were measured and the results were shown
in Table 1.

Examples 7 and 8

[0133] Organic EL devices were fabricated similarly as Example 1 except that AN-42 (compound AN-42 not part of
the invention) or AN-4, and the following amine compound BD2 in place of the amine compound BD 1 were used to
form a light emitting layer. The half lifetimes thereof were measured similarly as Example 1. The results were shown in
Table 1.

Example 9

[0134] An organic EL device was fabricated similarly as Example 1 except that the following amine compound BD3
in place of the amine compound BD1 was used to form a light emitting layer. The half lifetime thereof was measured
similarly as Example 1. The result was shown in Table 1.
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Comparative Examples 1 to 5

[0135] Organic EL devices were fabricated similarly as Example 1 except that the compounds in Table 1 in place of
AN-4 were used to form light emitting layers. In addition, when the devices were tested under an electricity application
at an initial luminance of 1,000 cd/m2, the half lifetimes were measured and the results were shown in Table 1.

Comparative Examples 6 and 7

[0136] Organic devices were fabricated similarly as Example 1 except that an-5 in place of AN-4, and the amine
compound BD2 or BD3 in place of BD-1 were used to form light emitting layers. In addition, when the devices were
tested under an electricity application at an initial luminance of 1,000 cd/m2, the half lifetimes were measured and shown
in Table 1.

Comparative Example 8

[0137] An organic device was fabricated similarly as Example 1 except that an-6 in place of AN-4, and the amine
compound DB2 in place of the amine compound BD 1 were used to form a light emitting layer. In addition, when the
device was tested under an electricity application at an initial luminance of 1,000 cd/m2, the half lifetime was measured
and the result was shown in Table 1.
[0138] The chemical structures of the compounds used in Comparative Examples are as follows;
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[0139] Compared to the devices employing an-4 or an-5, the organic EL devices employing the biphenyl derivatives
of the present invention have long lifetimes. In addition, when a biphenyl framework is contained therein, any one of the
organic EL devices, which comprising the biphenyl derivatives of the present invention having aromatic hydrocarbon
groups of 3 or more as substituent thereof, has a longer lifetime than those of the organic EL devices comprising an-6
having 2 aromatic hydrocarbon groups as substituent thereof. Further, an organic EL device has a long lifetime when
an anthracene-9-yl group is substituent of the biphenyl framework and also an aromatic hydrocarbon group is bonded
at 10th position of anthracene ring. Namely, the organic EL devices comprising AN-4, AN-5, AN-26, AN-30 and AN-43
(compound AN-43 not part of the invention) have longer lifetimes than those of the organic EL devices comprising an-
1 to an-4, each of which has a hydrogen atom at 10th position of anthracene ring.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0140] As explained above in details, the organic EL device of the present invention comprising a biphenyl derivative
of the present invention has a long lifetime. Therefore, the organic EL device has a high practical use, and it can be
useful as a light source for applying it to a flat light emittor of a flat panel display for a television hanging on walls, a
backlight for a display and the like. The biphenyl derivatives can be employed as a organic EL device, a hole injecting
/ transporting material, and also a charge transporting material for photosensitive material of electronic photograph and
organic semiconductor.

Claims

1. A biphenyl derivative represented by the following general formula (I):

Table 1

Compound for the light emitting layer Half lifetime (Hours)

Example 1 AN-4 / BD1 4,100

Example 2 AN-5 / BD1 4,000

Example 3 AN-8 / BD1 3,200

Example 4 AN-26 / BD1 3,800

Example 5 AN-30 / BD1 3,500

Example 6* AN-43 / BD1 3,400

Example 7* AN-42 / BD2 3,500

Example 8 AN-4 / BD2 3,600

Example 9 AN-4 / BD3 3,000

Comparative Example 1 an-1 / BD1 1,400

Comparative Example 2 an-2 / BD1 800

Comparative Example 3 an-3 / BD1 1,300

Comparative Example 4 an-4 / BD1 1,800

Comparative Example 5 an-5 / BD1 2,300

Comparative Example 6 an-5 / BD2 2,000

Comparative Example 7 an-5 / BD3 1,750

Comparative Example 8 an-6 / BD2 2,100

* : not part of the invention
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wherein, Ar1 and Ar2 represent a condensed aromatic hydrocarbon group comprising 3 rings or more, and Ar3

represents a condensed aromatic hydrocarbon group comprising 2 rings or more, however, when one of Ar1 to Ar3

represents an anthracene-9-yl group, the 10th position of anthracene is not a hydrogen atom;
R1 to R3 each independently represents a substituted or unsubstituted aromatic hydrocarbon group having ring
carbon atoms of 6 to 50, a substituted or unsubstituted aromatic heterocyclic group having ring carbon atoms of 5
to 50, a substituted or unsubstituted alkyl group having carbon atoms of 1 to 50, a substituted or unsubstituted
cycloalkyl group having carbon atoms of 3 to 50, a substituted or unsubstituted alkoxy group having carbon atoms
of 1 to 50, a substituted or unsubstituted aralkyl group having ring carbon atoms of 7 to 50, a substituted or unsub-
stituted aryloxy group having ring carbon atoms of 6 to 50, a substituted or unsubstituted arylthio group having ring
carbon atoms of 6 to 50, a substituted or unsubstituted alkoxycarbonyl group having carbon atoms of 2 to 50, a silyl
group which may be substituted with a substituted or unsubstituted alkyl group having carbon atoms of 1 to 50 or
a substituted or unsubstituted aryl group having ring carbon atoms of 6 to 50, a carboxyl group, a halogen atom, a
cyano group, a nitro group, or a hydroxy group;
wherein the substituent for each group of R1 to R3 is selected from an alkyl group selected from the group consisting
of a methyl group, an ethyl group, a propyl group, an isopropyl group, an n-butyl group, an s-butyl group, an isobutyl
group, a t-butyl group, an n-pentyl group, an n-hexyl group, an n-heptyl group, an n-octyl group, a hydroxymehtyl
group, a 1-hydroxyethyl group, a 2-hydroxyethyl group, a 2-hydroxyisobutyl group, a 1,2-dihydroxyethyl group, a
1,3-dihydroxy-isopropyl group, a 2,3-dihydroxy-t-butyl group, a 1,2,3-trihydroxypropyl group, a chloromethyl group,
a 1-chloroethyl group, a 2-chloroethyl group, a 2-chloroisobutyl group, a 1,2-dichloroethyl group, a 1,3-dichloroiso-
propyl group, a 2,3-dichloro-t-butyl group, a 1,2,3-trichloropropyl group, a bromomethyl group, a 1-bromoethyl group,
a 2-bromoethyl group, a 2-bromoisobutyl group, a 1,2-dibromoethyl group, a 1,3-dibromoisopropyl group, a 2,3-
dibromo-t-butyl group, a 1,2,3-tribromopropyl group, an iodomethyl group, a 1-iodoethyl group, a 2-iodoethyl group,
a 2-iodoisobutyl group, a 1,2-diiodoethyl group, a 1,3-diiodoisopropyl group, a 2,3-diiodo-t-butyl group, a 1,2,3-
triiodopropyl group, an aminomethyl group, a 1-aminoethyl group, a 2-aminoethyl group, a 2-aminoisobutyl group,
a 1,2-diaminoethyl group, a 1,3-diaminoisopropyl group, a 2,3-diamino-t-butyl group, a 1,2,3-triamino-propyl group,
a cyanomethyl group, a 1-cyanoethyl group, a 2-cyanoethyl group, a 2-cyanoisobutyl group, a 1,2-dicyanoethyl
group, a 1,3-dicyanoisopropyl group, a 2,3-dicyano-t-butyl group, a 1,2,3-tricyano-propyl group, a nitromethyl group,
a 1-nitroethyl group, a 2-nitroethyl group, a 2-nitroisobutyl group, a 1,2-dinitroethyl group, a 1,3-dinitroisopropyl
group, a 2,3-dinitro-t-butyl group, a 1,2,3-trinitropropyl group, a cyclopropyl group, a cyclobutyl group, a cyclopentyl
group, a cyclohexyl group, a 4-methylcyclohexyl group, a 1-adamanthyl group, a 2-adamanthyl group, a 1-norbomyl
group, and a 2-norbomyl group;
an alkoxy group having carbon atoms of 1 to 6;
an aryl group having carbon atoms of 5 to 40;
an amino group substituted by an aryl group having ring carbon atoms of 5 to 40;
an ester group containing an aryl group having ring carbon atoms 5 to 40;
an ester group containing an alkyl group having carbon atoms of 1 to 6;
a cyano group; a nitro group; and a halogen atom;
a to c each independently represents an integer of 0 to 3.

2. The biphenyl derivative according to Claim 1 represented by the following general formula (II);
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wherein, Ar1 to Ar3, R1 to R3, and a to c each independently represents the same with those described in Claim 1.

3. The biphenyl derivative according to Claim 1 represented by the following general formula (III);

wherein, Ar1 to Ar3, R1 to R3, and a to c each independently represents the same with those described in Claim 1.

4. The biphenyl derivative according to any one of Claims 1 to 3, wherein Ar3 represents a condensed aromatic
hydrocarbon group comprising 3 rings or more in the general formulae (I) to (III).

5. The biphenyl derivative according to any one of Claims 1 to 3, wherein at least one of Ar1 to Ar3 represents a pyrenyl
group in the general formulae (I) to (III).

6. The biphenyl derivative according to any one of Claims 1 to 3, wherein at least one of Ar1 to Ar3 represents an
anthracene-9-yl group comprising a substituted or unsubstituted aromatic hydrocarbon group having ring carbon
atoms of 6 to 50 at the 10th position thereof, and the substituent includes the similar groups to those of R1 to R3 in
Claim 1.

7. Use of the biphenyl derivative according to any one of Claims 1 to 3 as a host material for an organic electrolumi-
nescent device.

8. An organic electroluminescent device comprising at least one of organic thin film layers including a light emitting
layer sandwiched between a pair of electrodes consisting of an anode and a cathode, wherein the organic thin film
layer contains, singly or as a component of a mixture, at least one selected from the biphenyl derivatives described
in Claim 1.

9. The organic electroluminescent device according to Claim 8, wherein, the light emitting layer comprises the biphenyl
derivatives represented by the general formula (I) singly or as a component of a mixture.

10. The organic electroluminescent device according to Claim 9, wherein the light emitting layer comprises the biphenyl
derivatives represented by the general formula (I) as a main component.

11. The organic electroluminescent device according to Claim 8, wherein the light emitting layer comprises an arylamine
compound additionally.

12. The organic electroluminescent device according to Claim 8, wherein the light emitting layer comprises a styrylamine
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compound additionally.

Patentansprüche

1. Biphenylderivat, welches durch die folgende allgemeine Formel (I) dargestellt wird ;

worin Ar1 und Ar2 für eine kondensierte aromatische Kohlenwasserstoffgruppe, umfassend 3 oder mehr Ringe,
stehen und Ar3 für eine kondensierte aromatische Kohlenwasserstoffgruppe, umfassend 2 oder mehr Ringe, steht,
jedoch, wenn eines von Ar1 bis Ar3 für eine Anthracen-9-yl-gruppe steht, ist Position 10 des Anthracens keln Was-
serstoffatom;
R1 bis R3 unabhängig voneinander für eine substituierte oder unsubstituierte aromatische Kohlenwasserstoffgruppe
mit 6 bis 50 Ringkohlenstoffatomen, eine substituierte oder unsubstituierte aromatische heterocyclische Gruppe mit
5 bis 50 Ringkohlenstoffatomen, eine substituierte oder unsubstituierte Alkylgruppe mit 1 bis 50 Kohlenstoffatomen,
eine substituierte oder unsubstituierte Cycloalkylgruppe mit 3 bis 50 Kohlenstoffatomen, eine substituierte oder
unsubstitulerte Alkoxygruppe mit 1 bis 50 Kohlenstoffatomen, eine substituierte oder unsubstituierte Aralkylgruppe
mit 7 bis 50 Ringkohlenstoffatomen, eine substituierte oder unsubstituierte Aryloxygruppe mit 6 bis 50 Ringkohlen-
stoffatomen, eine substituierte oder unsubstituierte Arylthlogruppe mit 6 bis 50 Ringkohlenstoffatomen, eine sub-
stituierte oder unsubstituierte Alkoxycarbonylgruppe mit 2 bis 50 Kohlenstoffatomen, eine Silylgruppe, welche mit
einer substituierten oder unsubstituierten Alkylgruppe mit 1 bis 50 Kohlenstoffatomen oder einer substituierten oder
unsubstituierten Arylgruppe mit 6 bis 50 Ringkohlenstoffatomen substituiert sein kann, eine Carboxylgruppe, ein
Halogenatom, eine Cyanogruppe, eine Nitrogruppe oder eine Hydroxygruppe stehen;
worin der Substituent jeder Gruppe von R1 bis R3 ausgewählt wird aus einer Alkylgruppe, welche ausgewählt wird
aus der Gruppe, bestehend aus einer Methylgruppe, einer Ethylgruppe, einer Propylgruppe, einer lsopropylgruppe,
einer n-Butylgruppe, einer s-Butylgruppe, einer iso-Butylgruppe, einer t-Butylgruppe, einer n-Pentylgruppe, einer
n-Hexylgruppe, einer n-Heptylgruppe, einer n-Octylgruppe, einer Hydroxymethylgruppe, einer 1-Hydroxyethylgrup-
pe, einer 2-Hydroxyethylgruppe, einer 2-Hydroxyisobutylgruppe, einer 1,2-Dlhydroxyethylgruppe, einer 1,3-Dihy-
droxylsopropylgruppe, einer 2,3-Dihydroxy-t-butylgruppe, einer 1,2,3-Trihydroxypropyigruppe, einer Chlormethyl-
gruppe, einer 1-Chlorethylgruppe, einer 2-Chlorethylgruppe, einer 2-Chlorisobutylgruppe, einer 1, 2-Dichlorethyl-
gruppe, einer 1,3-Dichlorlsopropylgruppe, einer 2,3-Dichlor-t-butylgruppe, einer 1,2,3-Trichlorpropylgruppe, einer
Brommethylgruppe, einer 1-Bromethylgruppe, einer 2-Bromethylgruppe, einer 2-Bromlsobutylgruppe, einer 1,2-
Dlbromethylgruppe, einer 1,3-Dibromisopropylgruppe, einer 2,3-Dibrom-t-butylgruppe, einer 1,2,3-Tribrompropyl-
gruppe, einer Jodmethylgruppe, einer 1-Jodethylgruppe, einer 2-Jodethylgruppe, einer 2-Jodisobutylgruppe, einer
1,2-Dijodethylgruppe, einer 1,3-Dijodisopropylgruppe, einer 2,3-Dljodo-t-butylgruppe, einer 1,2,3-Trljodpropylgrup-
pe, einer Aminomethylgruppe, einer 1-Aminoethylgruppe, einer 2-Aminoethylgruppe, einer 2-Aminoisobutylgruppe,
einer 1,2-Diaminoethylgruppe, einer 1,3-Diaminolsopropylgruppe, einer 2,3-Diamlno-t-butylgruppe, einer 1,2,3-Tria-
minopropylgruppe, einer Cyanomethylgruppe, einer 1-Cyanoethylgruppe, einer 2-Cyanoethylgruppe, einer 2-Cya-
nolsobutylgruppe, einer 1,2-Dicanoethylgruppe, einer 1,3-Dicyanisopropylgruppe, einer 2,3-Dicyano-t-butylgruppe,
einer 1 ,2,3-Tricyanopropylgruppe, einer Nitromethylgruppe, einer 1-Nitroethylgruppe, einer 2-Nitroethylgruppe, ei-
ner 2-Nitroisobutylgruppe, einer 1,2-Dlnltroethylgruppe, einer 1,3-Dinitrosopropylgruppe, einer 2,3-Dlnitro-t-butyl-
gruppe, einer 1,2,3-Trlnltropropylgruppe, einer Cyclopropylgruppe, einer Cyclobutylgruppe, einer Cyclopentylgrup-
pe, einer Cyclohexylgruppe, einer 4-Methylcyclohexylgruppe, einer 1-Adamanthylgruppe, einer 2-Adamanthylgrup-
pe einer 1-Norbornylgruppe und einer 2-Norbornylgruppe;
einer Alkoxygruppe mit 1 bis 6 Kohlenstoffatomen;
einer Arylgruppe mit 5 bis 40 Kohlenstoffatomen;
einer Aminogruppe, welche mit einer Arylgruppe mit 5 bis 40 Ringkohlenstoffatomen substituiert ist;
einer Estergruppe, welche eine Arylgruppe mit 5 bis 40 Ringkohlenstoffatomen enthält;
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einer Estergruppe, welche eine Alkylgruppe mit 1 bis 6 Kohlenstoffatomen enthält;
einer Cyanogruppe; einer Nitrogruppe; und einem Halogenatom;
a bis c jeweils unabhängig voneinander für eine Zahl von 0 bis 3 stehen.

2. Biphenylderivat nach Anspruch 1, welches durch die folgende allgemeine Formel (II) dargestellt wird:

worin Ar1 bis Ar3, R1 bis R3 und a bls c jeweils unabhängig voneinander für die gleichen, wie In Anspruch 1 be-
schrieben, stehen.

3. Biphenylderlvat nach Anspruch 1, welches durch die folgende allgemeine Formel (III) dargestellt wird;

worin Ar1 bis Ar3, R1 bis R3 und a bis c jeweils unabhängig voneinander für die gleichen, wie in Anspruch 1 be-
schrieben, stehen.

4. Biphenylderlvat nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, worin Ar3 für eine kondensierte aromatische Kohlenwasserstoff-
gruppe, umfassend 3 oder mehr Ringe, in den allgemeinen Formeln (I) bis (III) steht.

5. Blphenylderivat nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, worin mindestens eines von Ar1 bis Ar3 für eine Pyrenylgruppe
in den allgemeinen Formeln (I) bis (III) steht.

6. Biphenylderivat nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, worin mindestens eines von Ar1 bis Ar3 für eine Anthracen-9-
yl-gruppe, umfassend eine substituierte oder unsubstitulerte aromatische Kohlenwasserstoffgruppe mit 6 bis 50
Ringkohlenstoffatomen an seiner Position 10 steht und der Substituent ähnliche Gruppen wie die für R1 bis R3 in
Anspruch 1 einschließen.

7. Verwendung des Biphenylderlvats nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3 als Hostmaterial für eine organische Elektro-
lumineszenzvorrichtung.

8. Organische Elektrolumineszenzvorrichtung, umfassend mindestens eine organische Dünnfilmschicht, welche eine
Licht emittierende Schicht, welche zwischen einem Elektrodenpaar, bestehend aus einer Anode und einer Kathode,
angeordnet ist, einschließt, worin die organische Dünnfilmschicht mindestens eines der Biphenylderivate nach
Anspruch 1 alleine oder als Bestandteil einer Mischung enthält.

9. Organische Elektrolumineszenzvorrichtung nach Anspruch 8, worin die Licht emittierende Schicht die Biphenylde-
rivate, welche durch die allgemeine Formel (I) dargestellt werden, alleine oder als Bestandteil einer Mischung
umfasst.
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10. Organische Elektrolumineszenzvorrichtung nach Anspruch 9, worin die Licht emittierende Schicht die Biphenylde-
rivate, welche durch die allgemeine Formel (I) dargestellt werden, als Hauptkomponente umfasst.

11. Organische Elektrolumlneszenzvorrlchtung nach Anspruch 8, worin die Licht emittierende Schicht zusätzlich eine
Arylaminverblndung umfasst.

12. Organische Elektrolumineszenzvorrichtung nach Anspruch 8, worin die Licht emittierende Schicht zusätzlich eine
Styrylaminverbindung umfasst.

Revendications

1. Dérivé de biphényle représenté par la formule générale (I) suivante :

dans laquelle Ar1 et Ar2 représentent un groupe d’hydrocarbure aromatique condensé comprenant 3 ou plus cycles
et Ar3 représente un groupe d’hydrocarbure aromatique condensé comprenant 2 ou plus cycles, cependant, lorsqu’un
de Ar1 à Ar3 représente un groupe anthracène-9-yle, la position 10 de l’anthracène n’est pas un atome d’hydrogène ;
R1 à R3 représentent indépendamment un groupe d’hydrocarbure aromatique substitué ou non substitué ayant de
6 à 50 atomes de carbone de cycle, un groupe hétérocyclique aromatique substitué ou non substitué ayant de 5 à
50 atomes de carbone de cycle, un groupe alkyle substitué ou non substitué ayant de 1 à 50 atomes de carbone,
un groupe cycloalkyle substitué ou non substitué ayant de 3 à 50 atomes de carbone, un groupe alcoxyle substitué
ou non substitué ayant de 1 à 50 atomes de carbone, un groupe aralkyle substitué ou non substitué ayant de 7 à
50 atomes de carbone de cycle, un groupe aryloxy substitué ou non substitué ayant de 6 à 50 atomes de carbone
de cycle, un groupe arylthio substitué ou non substitué ayant de 6 à 50 atomes de carbone de cycle, un groupe
alcoxycarbonyle substitué ou non substitué ayant de 2 à 50 atomes de carbone, un groupe silyle, qui peut être
substitué par un groupe alkyle substitué ou non substitué ayant de 1 à 50 atomes de carbone ou un groupe aryle
substitué ou non substitué ayant de 6 à 50 atomes de carbone de cycle, un groupe carboxyle, un atome d’halogène,
un groupe cyano, un groupe nitro ou un groupe hydroxyle ; dans laquelle le substituant pour chaque groupe de R1

à R3 est sélectionné parmi un groupe alkyle sélectionné parmi le groupe consistant en un groupe méthyle, un groupe
éthyle, un groupe propyle, un groupe isopropyle, un groupe n-butyle, un groupe s-butyle, un groupe isobutyle, un
groupe t-butyle, un groupe n-pentyle, un groupe n-hexyle, un groupe n-heptyle, un groupe n-octyle, un groupe
hydroxyméthyle, un groupe 1-hydroxyéthyle, un groupe 2-hydroxyéthyle, un groupe 2-hydroxylsobutyle, un groupe
1,2-dihydroxyéthyle, un groupe 1,3-dihydroxyisopropyle, un groupe 2,3-dlhydroxy-t-butyle, un groupe 1,2,3-trihy-
droxypropyle, un groupe chlorométhyle, un groupe 1-chloroéthyle, un groupe 2-chloroéthyle, un groupe 2-chloroi-
sobutyle, un groupe 1,2-dichloroéthyle, un groupe 1,3-dlchlorolsopropyle, un groupe 2,3-dichloro-t-butyle, un groupe
1,2,3-trlchloropropyle, un groupe bromométhyle, un groupe 1-bromoéthyle, un groupe 2-bromoéthyle, un groupe
2-bromoisobutyle, un groupe 1,2-dibromoéthyle, un groupe 1,3-dibromoisopropyle, un groupe 2,3-dibromo-t-butyle,
un groupe 1,2,3-tribromopropyle, un groupe iodométhyle, un groupe 1-iodoéthyle, un groupe 2-iodoéthyle, un groupe
2-iodoisobutyle, un groupe 1,2-diiodoéthyle, un groupe 1,3-diiodoisopropyle, un groupe 2,3-diiodo-t-butyle, un grou-
pe 1,2,3-triiodopropyle, un groupe aminométhyle, un groupe 1-aminoéthyle, un groupe 2-aminoéthyle, un groupe
2-aminoisobutyle, un groupe 1,2-diamlnoéthyle, un groupe 1,3-diamlnolsopropyle, un groupe 2,3-diamino-t-butyle,
un groupe 1,2,3-triaminopropyle, un groupe cyanométhyle, un groupe 1-cyanoéthyle, un groupe 2-cyanoéthyle, un
groupe 2-cyanolsobutyle, un groupe 1,2-dicyanoéthyle, un groupe 1,3-dlcyanolsopropyle, un groupe 2,3-dicyano-
t-butyle, un groupe 1,2,3-trlcyanopropyle, un groupe nltrométhyle, un groupe 1-nltroéthyle, un groupe 2-nitroéthyle,
un groupe 2-nitroisobutyle, un groupe 1,2-dinitroéthyle, un groupe 1,3-dinitroisopropyle, un groupe 2,3-dinitro-t-
butyle, un groupe 1,2,3-trinitropropyle, un groupe cyclopropyle, un groupe cyclobutyle, un groupe cyclopentyle, un
groupe cyclohexyle, un groupe 4-méthylcyclohexyle, un groupe 1-adamantyle, un groupe 2-adamantyle, un groupe
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1-norbornyle et un groupe 2-norbornyle ;
un groupe alcoxyle ayant de 1 à 6 atomes de carbone ;
un groupe aryle ayant de 5 à 40 atome de carbone ;
un groupe amino substitué par un groupe aryle ayant de 5 à 40 atomes de carbone de cycle ;
un groupe ester contenant un groupe aryle ayant de 5 à 40 atomes de carbone de cycle ;
un groupe ester contenant un groupe alkyle ayant de 1 à 6 atomes de carbone ;
un groupe cyano ; un groupe nitro ; et un atome d’hydrogène ;
chacun de a à c représente indépendamment un entier de 0 à 3.

2. Dérivé de biphényle selon la revendication 1 représenté par la formule générale (II) suivante :

dans laquelle chacun de Ar1 à Ar3, R1 à R2 et a à c est tel que défini selon la revendication 1.

3. Dérivé de biphényle selon la revendication 1 représenté par la formule générale (III) suivante :

dans laquelle chacun de Ar1 à Ar3, R1 à R2 et a à c est tel que défini selon la revendication 1.

4. Dérivé de biphényle selon l’une des revendications 1 à 3, dans lequel Ar3 représente un groupe d’hydrocarbure
aromatique condensé comprenant 3 ou plus cycles dans les formules générales (I) à (III).

5. Dérivé de biphényle selon l’une des revendications 1 à 3, dans lequel au moins l’un de Ar1 à Ar3 représente un
groupe pyrènyle dans les formules générales (I) à (III).

6. Dérivé de biphényle selon l’une des revendications 1 à 3, dans lequel au moins l’un de Ar1 à Ar3 représente un
groupe anthracène-9-yle comprenant un groupe d’hydrocarbure aromatique substitué ou non substitué ayant de 6
à 50 atomes de carbone de cycle à sa position 10 et le substituant Inclut des groupes similaires à ceux de R1 à R3

dans la revendication 1.

7. Utilisation du dérivé de biphényle selon l’une des revendications 1 à 3 en tant que matériel hôte pour un dispositif
électroluminescent organique.

8. Dispositif électroluminescent organique comprenant au moins une couche d’un film mince organique incluant une
couche d’émission de la lumière coincée entre une paire des électrodes consistant en une anode et une cathode,
dans lequel la couche de film mince organique contient au moins l’un des dérivés de biphényle selon la revendication
1 séparément ou comme composant d’un mélange.



EP 1 903 020 B1

34

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

9. Dispositif électroluminescent organique selon la revendication 8, dans lequel la couche d’émission de la lumière
comprend les dérivés de biphényle représentés par la formule générale (I) séparément ou comme composant d’un
mélange.

10. Dispositif électroluminescent organique selon la revendication 9, dans lequel la couche d’émission de la lumière
comprend les dérivés de biphényle représentés par la formule générale (I) comme composant principal.

11. Dispositif électroluminescent organique selon la revendication 8, dans lequel la couche d’émission de la lumière
comprenant de plus un composé arylamine.

12. Dispositif électroluminescent organique selon la revendication 8, dans lequel la couche d’émission de la lumière
comprenant de plus un composé styrylamine.
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