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(54) Heating apparatus

(57) Disclosed herein is a heating apparatus for a
domestic or commercial building. The apparatus com-
prises a controller for determining whether there is a need
for heating in the building and a computer system for
installation in the building. The computer system includes
a data store, a program store storing processor imple-
mentable instructions, and at least one processor cou-
pled to the data and program stores for implementing the
stored instructions to thereby produce thermal energy.
The apparatus also comprises a thermal energy distri-
bution means arranged for transferring the thermal en-
ergy from the computer system to at least one other lo-

cation in the building, to a thermal energy storage means
and/or to an industrial process. The apparatus is ar-
ranged to operate the computer system to implement
processor implementable instructions, to thereby pro-
duce thermal energy, in response to the determination
of a need for heating in the building. The apparatus may
additionally comprise a computer network interface
means for coupling the computer system to a computer
network, and the computer system may be arranged for
implementing processor implementable instructions re-
ceived over the computer network interface means in re-
sponse to the detection of a need for heating in the build-
ing.
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