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Description

[0001] The present invention pertains to navigation systems. In particular, the present invention pertains to compen-
sating for errors of inertial instruments and providing stochastic control within a navigation system (e.g., GPS, etc.) in
order to obtain accurate navigational information in a signal challenging environment and provide rapid re-acquisition
of a satellite signal after signal loss.
[0002] A navigation system comprising all features of the preamble of claim 1 is disclosed, for example, by US
2007/118286 A1. EP 1 857 833 A1 discloses a global navigation satellite enhanced inertial measurement unit consisting
of inertial sensors, a global navigation system receiver, a Kalman filter and an output generator to calculate enhanced
inertial measurement data based on GPS data.
[0003] A Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver acquires and/or tracks a satellite signal by generating a replica
signal of a signal received from the satellite and correlating the replica signal with the signal currently being received
from the satellite. The replica signal is advanced or delayed in time until correlation with the received signal is attained.
Generally, this process is performed by respective tracking loops for a code (e.g., pseudorandom noise code (PRN))
and the corresponding carrier signal. A code tracking loop drives the code phase of a replica signal to be in alignment
with the code phase of the received signal, thereby enabling coherent demodulation of the received signal.
[0004] The tracking loops adjust the phase and the frequency of the generated replica signal for numerous changing
variables (e.g., user and satellite relative motion, user clock drifts, etc.), and typically include a signal generator or
numerically controlled oscillator, a correlator, a discriminator or error generator and a controller. The signal generator
generates an estimated replica signal of the received signal based on a control signal that advances or delays in time
the replica signal relative to the received signal. The correlator multiplies the received signal by the replica signal and
passes the multiplied signal result through a low pass filter. The discriminator generator generates an error or discriminator
signal having a value related to the difference between the received signal and the replica signal, while the controller
filters the discriminating signal into the control signal that is provided to the signal generator.
[0005] The tracking loops basically determine the error signal that is a measure of the range and range rate difference
between the generated and received signals. The error signal is processed by a transfer function that generates input
values for the signal generator to advance or delay the generated replica signal. Once the replica signal correlates with
the received signal, the tracking loop is in lock and the error signal provided to the signal generator is near zero. In this
case, the state of the generation process for the code and carrier signal can be sampled to obtain a measure of the
pseudorange and pseudorange rate. The pseudorange is the algebraic sum of the geometric range between the transmit
antenna and receive antenna, and a bias due to a user and satellite vehicle clock error. The pseudorange rate is
approximated by the sum of the amount of range change for a predetermined amount of time and a bias due to the drift
of the user oscillator frequency. The psuedorange and/or pseudorange rate measurements are utilized to estimate
navigational information (e.g., position, velocity, etc.).
[0006] A navigation receiver should be able to withstand signal interference with respect to signal acquisition and
tracking. Accordingly, inertial navigation systems have been combined with GPS signal tracking and acquisition systems
in tightly coupled and ultratightly coupled architectures for enhanced tracking and acquisition of the received signal.
Initially, inertial navigation systems (INS) include an inertial measurement unit (IMU) for processing inertial measure-
ments. Inertial aiding is utilized to apply the data from the IMU to assist the tracking loops (or the extrapolation of the
user position and velocity).
[0007] With respect to a tightly coupled architecture, the relative motion between the satellite antenna and the user
antenna may be predicted to a certain accuracy based on the IMU measurements and the position and velocity of a
satellite evaluated from the satellite ephemeris data (e.g., status and location information). The GPS with inertial aiding
uses known user relative motion from IMU measurements and the satellite position and velocity data evaluated from
the ephemeris data to compute the line-of-sight rate between the user antenna and the GPS satellite for providing rate
data to aid the tracking loops. The pseudorange and psuedorange rate measurements from the GPS receiver are utilized
(instead of the processed position and velocity measurements from the INS) to produce navigational information (e.g.,
position, velocity, etc.).
[0008] An ultratight coupling (UTC) technique is disclosed in US-A-6,516,021. This type of technique drives signal
generators for each satellite channel using information from the current best estimate of a navigation state vector and
satellite position and velocity predicted from the satellite ephemeris data. The navigation state vector contains best
estimates of user position, velocity, attitude, receiver clock errors and calibration coefficients for the IMU. The best
estimate of the navigation state vector is based on a previous major cycle of an integration Kalman filter, and IMU
samples from a previous major cycle update. In the ultratight coupling technique, the quadrature I and Q samples from
a correlator are sent to a Kalman pre-filter that processes the samples and produces a measurement residual error
vector needed by the integration Kalman filter based on the errors in the code and carrier replica signals provided to
correlators (rather than an absolute measurement of pseudorange or pseudorange rate). The integration Kalman filter
uses the best estimate of the predicted navigation state vector to generate samples of the predicted pseudorange and
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the pseudorange rate for the major cycle of the integration Kalman filter. This predicted pseudorange and pseudorange
rate information, in conjunction with the satellite ephemeris information and inertial measurement data, are used to
generate and update the code and carrier replica signals used in the correlation process for improved tracking and
accuracy. Thus, the IMU measurements, time propagation using the user oscillator and satellite ephemeris data are
used to drive the correlation process for replica signal generation. Since these items are not vulnerable to interference
or jamming, the ultratight coupling technique provides interference tolerance.
[0009] The present invention embodiments provide an extended architecture for a navigation system based on an
ultratightly coupled (UTC) type scheme. The extended architecture employs extended Kalman Filter (EKF) and Pre-
Filter (PF) algorithms to provide highly accurate geolocation information (e.g., position, kinematics, orientation, and time).
In order to obtain highly accurate navigational information in signal challenging environments, distributed high perform-
ance adaptive algorithms for control and estimation of stochastic processes are employed to compute uncertainties in
predictions, and utilize these uncertainties through recursive feedback loops.
[0010] The present invention embodiments mitigate free inertial error growth rate in navigational systems designed
to adapt to various platform dynamics by combining measurements from GPS and inertial data streams. An embodiment
of the present invention includes a navigation system with a front-end GPS receiver, auxiliary sensors and a digital signal
processor providing the filtering and other processing. The navigation system enhances capability within a UTC type
architecture by employing an inertial compensation unit and a stochastic regulator. The inertial compensation unit com-
pensates for inertial errors within the sensors (or inertial measurements), while the stochastic regulator applies an optimal
stochastic control law to control system operation. The inertial compensation unit and stochastic regulator mitigate
instability within the navigation system and are capable of providing: the functionality to attain high position accuracy in
the sub-meter range that is stable and reliable; an optimal solution evident in the process of signal recovery time after
loss and reacquisition, thereby resulting in signal-loss recovery with an order of magnitude improvement; and the ability
to mitigate inertial errors that originate in the sensors. The navigation system provides navigation information (e.g., geo
location information, kinematics information referenced to the Earth and sun for terrestrial and celestial navigation,
respectively, and temporal information via Universal Time Coordinates) for indoor and urban environmental conditions.
[0011] In addition, the present invention embodiments reduce computational intensity and may accommodate large
range dynamic applications. The reduction in computational intensity provides systems that are less demanding on
electrical power and require less hardware real estate, thereby reducing system size and weight.
[0012] The invention relates to a navigation system comprising a receiver to receive location signals, correlate said
received signals with generated signals to track said location signals and produce signal components based on said
correlation; a plurality of sensors to provide sensor measurements pertaining to said navigation system; and a navigation
unit to control said receiver to track said location signals and to produce a navigation solution based on said sensor
measurements and said signal components, wherein said navigation unit includes a processor including an extended
filter module to determine estimates of navigation information based on at least said signal components and measure-
ments of said sensors; a navigation module to determine navigation results based on said sensor measurements and
to apply said estimates to said determined navigation results to produce said navigation solution; an inertial compensation
module to receive navigation solution information and produce compensation adjustments for said signal components
to compensate for errors within said sensor measurements by bounding an inertial error growth rate of said sensors;
and a regulator module to receive navigation solution information and produce control adjustments for said signal com-
ponents to apply a stochastic control law to control reliance by said navigation unit on said estimates and said determined
navigation results for determining said navigation solution; wherein said compensation and control adjustments are
applied to said signal components provided to said navigation unit, and navigation solution information is provided to
said receiver to control generation of said generated signals for tracking of said location signals. Further embodiments
of the invention having the following features either in combination or alone. Said location signals include satellite signals.
Said receiver includes a GPS receiver. Said extended filter module includes a pre-filter module to determine estimates
of errors pertaining to pseudorange information based on said signal components and said navigation information esti-
mates. Said extended filter module further includes a navigation filter module to produce said navigation information
estimates based on said estimated errors of said pseudorange information, sensor measurements and navigation solution
information, wherein said navigation information estimates include errors pertaining to said navigation results. Said
navigation filter module implements a Kalman filter with a dynamically adjustable system dynamics matrix. The system
further including an inertial measurement unit including one or more of said plurality of sensors, wherein said sensors
within said inertial measurement unit include inertial sensors and said navigation module determines said navigation
results based on measurements by said inertial sensors. Said inertial compensation module employs a transfer function
including a plurality of poles residing on real and imaginary axes of a complex S-plane, and wherein a distance from the
origin for poles on the real axis is greater than the distance from the origin for poles on the imaginary axis. Said transfer
function includes two poles on each of the real and imaginary axes, and wherein said distance from the origin for said
poles on said real axis is twice that of said distance from the origin for said poles on said imaginary axis. Said regulator
module includes an observer module to estimate states of said navigation unit; and a control module to determine weight
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values to minimize a cost function associated with desired objectives and based on said estimated states, wherein said
control adjustments are produced based on said determined weight values to apply said control law to said navigation
unit. Said cost function is based on deviations of said estimated states with desired values, and said desired objectives
include stability and precision. Said navigation filter module implements a Kalman filter and said regulator module
dynamically adjusts a system dynamics matrix of said Kalman filter to reduce said cost function. Said navigation solution
includes one or more of position, velocity, orientation and time parameters. Said regulator module controls said navigation
unit to place greater reliance on said navigation results for determining said navigation solution in response to said
location signals traversing a signal challenging environment or being unavailable. Said regulator module controls said
navigation unit to place greater reliance on said estimates for determining said navigation solution in response to said
location signals being available.
[0013] The invention further relates to a navigation system comprising a GPS receiver to receive satellite signals,
correlate said received signals with generated signals to track said satellite signals and produce signal components
based on said correlation; a navigation unit to control said receiver to track said location signals and to produce a
navigation solution based on said sensor measurements and said signal components, wherein said navigation unit
includes a processor including a regulator module to receive navigation solution information and produce control adjust-
ments for said signal components to apply a stochastic control law to control reliance by said navigation unit on navigation
estimates and sensor measurements for determining said navigation solution, wherein said control adjustments are
applied to said signal components provided to said navigation unit and navigation solution information is provided to
said GPS receiver to control generation of said generated signals for tracking of said location signals. Preferred embod-
iments of the invention have the following features either alone or in combination. Said regulator module includes an
observer module to estimate states of said navigation system; and a control module to determine weight values to
minimize a cost function associated with desired objectives and based on said estimated states, wherein said control
adjustments are produced based on said determined weight values to apply said control law to said navigation unit. Said
cost function is based on deviations of said estimated states with desired values, and said desired objectives include
stability and precision. Said regulator module controls said navigation unit to place greater reliance on said sensor
measurements for determining said navigation solution in response to said satellite signals traversing a signal challenging
environment or being unavailable. Said regulator module controls said navigation unit to place greater reliance on said
navigation estimates for determining said navigation solution in response to said satellite signals being available.
[0014] The invention further relates to a sensor system comprising a plurality of inertial sensors to provide sensor
measurements; and a processor to receive inputs and produce outputs based on said measurements, said processor
including an inertial compensation module to receive information pertaining to said outputs and produce compensation
adjustments for said inputs to compensate for errors within said sensor measurements by bounding an inertial error
growth rate of said sensors, wherein said compensation adjustments are applied to said inputs provided to said processor.
Preferred embodiments of the invention have the following features either alone or in combination. Said inertial com-
pensation module employs a transfer function including a plurality of poles residing on real and imaginary axes of a
complex S-plane, and wherein a distance from the origin for poles on the real axis is greater than the distance from the
origin for poles on the imaginary axis. Said transfer function includes two poles on each of the real and imaginary axes,
and wherein said distance from the origin for said poles on said real axis is twice that of said distance from the origin
for said poles on said imaginary axis.
[0015] The invention further relates to a method of determining a navigation solution within a navigation system
including a receiver, a plurality of sensors to provide sensor measurements pertaining to said navigation system and a
processor to control said receiver to track said location signals and to produce said navigation solution, said method
comprising the steps: receiving location signals, correlating said received signals with generated signals to track said
location signals and producing signal components based on said correlation; determining estimates of navigation infor-
mation based on at least said signal components and measurements of said sensors; determining navigation results
based on said sensor measurements and applying said estimates to said determined navigation results to produce said
navigation solution; producing compensation adjustments for said signal components based on navigation solution
information to compensate for errors within said sensor measurements by bounding an inertial error growth rate of said
sensors; and producing control adjustments for said signal components based on navigation solution information to
apply a stochastic control law to control reliance on said estimates and said determined navigation results for determining
said navigation solution; and applying said compensation and control adjustments to said signal components and pro-
viding navigation solution information to said receiver to control generation of said generated signals for tracking of said
location signals. Preferred embodiments of the invention have the following features either alone or in combination. Said
receiver includes a GPS receiver. The method further includes the step: determining estimates of errors pertaining to
pseudorange information based on said signal components and said navigation information estimates. The method
further includes the step: producing said navigation information estimates based on said estimated errors of said pseu-
dorange information, sensor measurements and navigation solution information, wherein said navigation information
estimates include errors pertaining to said navigation results. The method further includes the step: producing said
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navigation information estimates via a Kalman filter with a dynamically adjustable system dynamics matrix. The method
further includes the step: compensating for errors within said sensor measurements by employing a transfer function
including a plurality of poles residing on real and imaginary axes of a complex S-plane, wherein a distance from the
origin for poles on the real axis is greater than the distance from the origin for poles on the imaginary axis. Said transfer
function includes two poles on each of the real and imaginary axes, and wherein said distance from the origin for said
poles on said real axis is twice that of said distance from the origin for said poles on said imaginary axis. The method
further includes the steps: estimating states of said navigation system; and determining weight values to minimize a cost
function associated with desired objectives and based on said estimated states, wherein said control adjustments are
produced based on said determined weight values to apply said control law. Said cost function is based on deviations
of said estimated states with desired values, and said desired objectives include stability and precision. The method
further includes the steps: producing said navigation information estimates via a Kalman filter with a dynamically adjust-
able system dynamics matrix; and dynamically adjusting said system dynamics matrix of said Kalman filter to reduce
said cost function. Said navigation solution includes one or more of position, velocity, orientation and time parameters.
The method further includes the step: controlling said navigation system to place greater reliance on said navigation
results for determining said navigation solution in response to said location signals traversing a signal challenging
environment or being unavailable. The method further includes the step: controlling said navigation system to place
greater reliance on said estimates for determining said navigation solution in response to said location signals being
available.
[0016] The invention further relates to a method of determining a navigation solution within a navigation system
including a GPS receiver, a plurality of sensors to provide sensor measurements pertaining to said navigation system
and a processor to control said receiver to track said location signals and to produce said navigation solution, said
method comprising the steps: receiving satellite signals, correlating said received signals with generated signals to track
said satellite signals and producing signal components based on said correlation; and determining a navigation solution
and producing control adjustments for said signal components based on navigation solution information to apply a
stochastic control law to control reliance by said navigation system on navigation estimates and sensor measurements
for determining said navigation solution, wherein said control adjustments are applied to said signal components and
navigation solution information is provided to said GPS receiver to control generation of said generated signals for
tracking of said location signals. Preferred embodiments of the invention have the following features either alone or in
combination. The method further includes the steps: estimating states of said navigation system; and determining weight
values to minimize a cost function associated with desired objectives and based on said estimated states, wherein said
control adjustments are produced based on said determined weight values to apply said control law to said navigation
system. Said cost function is based on deviations of said estimated states with desired values, and said desired objectives
include stability and precision. The method further includes the step: controlling said navigation system to place greater
reliance on said sensor measurements for determining said navigation solution in response to said satellite signals
traversing a signal challenging environment or being unavailable. The method further includes the step: controlling said
navigation system to place greater reliance on said navigation estimates for determining said navigation solution in
response to said satellite signals being available.
[0017] The invention further relates to a method of compensating for sensor errors in a sensor system including a
plurality of inertial sensors to provide sensor measurements and a processor to receive inputs and produce outputs
based on said measurements, said method comprising the step of receiving information pertaining to said outputs and
producing compensation adjustments for said inputs to compensate for errors within said sensor measurements by
bounding an inertial error growth rate of said sensors, wherein said compensation adjustments are applied to said inputs.
In a preferred embodiment the method further includes the step: compensating for sensor errors by employing a transfer
function including a plurality of poles residing on real and imaginary axes of a complex S-plane, and wherein a distance
from the origin for poles on the real axis is greater than the distance from the origin for poles on the imaginary axis. Said
transfer function includes two poles on each of the real and imaginary axes, and wherein said distance from the origin
for said poles on said real axis is twice that of said distance from the origin for said poles on said imaginary axis.
[0018] The above and still further features and advantages of the present invention will become apparent upon con-
sideration of the following detailed description of example embodiments thereof, particularly when taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings wherein like reference numerals in the various figures are utilized to designate like
components.

Fig. 1 is a functional block diagram of an example navigation system according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

Figs. 2A - 2B are graphical plots illustrating the differing performance levels in a tightly coupled architecture and the
ultratightly coupled architecture of the system of Fig. 1 for pedestrian and vehicle scenarios.

Fig. 3 is a procedural flowchart illustrating the manner in which the navigation filter of Fig. 1 processes infor-
mation to produce corrections for inertial instruments according to an embodiment of the present in-



EP 2 112 472 B1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

vention.
Fig. 4 is a procedural flowchart illustrating the manner in which the navigator of Fig. 1 processes the correction

information to produce navigational information according to an embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 5 is a graphical plot illustrating an example error growth rate of sensor measurements due to gravity.
Fig. 6 is a graphical plot illustrating an example error growth rate of sensor measurements due to fabrication

errors.
Fig. 7 is an example graphical plot illustrating an error growth rate compensated by the navigation system of

Fig. 1 and a conventional uncompensated error growth rate.
Fig. 8 is a procedural flowchart illustrating the manner in which the inertial compensation unit of Fig. 1 com-

pensates for inertial measurement errors according to an embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 9 is an example graphical plot illustrating the optimization produced by the regulator of the system of Fig.

1 according to an embodiment of the present invention.

[0019] The present invention embodiments provide an extended architecture for a navigation system based on an
ultratightly coupled (UTC) type scheme. The extended architecture employs extended Kalman Filter (EKF) and Pre-
Filter (PF) algorithms to provide highly accurate geolocation information (e.g., position, kinematics, orientation, and time).
In order to obtain highly accurate navigational information in signal challenging environments, distributed high perform-
ance adaptive algorithms for control and estimation of stochastic processes are employed to compute uncertainties in
predictions, and utilize these uncertainties through recursive feedback loops. The present invention embodiments en-
hance capability within a UTC type architecture by employing an inertial compensation unit and a stochastic regulator.
The inertial compensation unit compensates for inertial errors within sensors (or inertial measurements), while the
stochastic regulator applies an optimal stochastic control law to control system operation as described below.
[0020] A navigation system according to an embodiment of the present invention is illustrated in Fig. 1. Specifically,
a navigation system 10 includes a GPS receiver 20 and a navigation unit 30. GPS receiver 20 may be implemented by
any conventional or other GPS type receiver and includes an RF/IF unit 22, an autocorrelation function (ACF) unit 24
and a numerically controlled oscillator (NCO) 26. RF/IF unit 22 performs signal conditioning, translation (e.g., down
conversion), filtering, and digitization functions of signals received by an antenna 28 for the purposes of generating in-
phase (I) and quadrature (Q) signals. These signals are provided to autocorrelation function unit 24, where orthogonal
phase samples from autocorrelation function unit 24 are controlled/modulated by oscillator 26 to adjust the incoming
carrier frequency. The autocorrelation function unit provides prompt, early and late component (I and Q) versions of a
signal, where the early and late versions are relative to the prompt signal arrival time.
[0021] The navigation unit includes a digital signal processor 40, and receives the early, prompt and late signal versions
from autocorrelation function unit 24 of GPS receiver 20. The signal processor may be implemented by any conventional
or other processor and/or circuitry (e.g., microprocessor, controller, digital or other signal processor, logic circuits, circuitry,
etc.). The signal processor may include any conventional or other hardware or processing units (with or without software
units or modules) to perform the functions described herein. The navigation unit is preferably disposed on the desired
platform (e.g., air, ground or sea vehicle, hand-held or transportable unit for ground users, etc.), where the receiver and
navigation unit may be disposed locally or remotely from each other depending upon the particular application.
[0022] In order to minimize computational loading, navigation unit 30 employs an ultratightly coupled (UTC) type
architecture with distributed and asynchronous processes. The ultratightly coupled (UTC) type architecture employed
by navigation unit 30 is a robust architecture that implements simultaneous and composite tracking of different satellites,
thereby aiding each other and resulting in improved Anti Jam (A/J) margins, improved navigation accuracy, and integrity
as demonstrated and quantified by simulation results. Referring to Figs. 2A - 2B, the plots illustrate at least an order of
magnitude improvement by the UTC architecture of navigation unit 30 as compared with the tightly coupled approach.
The trajectories implemented include scenarios for walking (Fig. 2A) and vehicle motion (Fig. 2B).
[0023] Navigation unit 30 includes pre-filters 42 (’pF’ as viewed in Fig. 1), a navigation Kalman filter 44 (’NF’ as viewed
in Fig. 1), a strapdown inertial navigator 46 (’Nav’ as viewed in Fig. 1), an inertial compensation unit 48 and a linear
quadratic Gaussian regulator 49 (’LQGR’ as viewed in Fig. 1). These units are typically implemented by digital signal
processor 40. The pre-filters, navigation filter and navigator are collectively referred to herein as the ’plant’ and implement
the UTC scheme. The inertial compensation unit, Gaussian regulator and integration of these within the navigation unit
assures navigation quality information being available in indoor and urban environments. An Inertial Measurement Unit
(IMU) 50 is coupled to navigator 46 to provide inertial sensor measurements (e.g., raw inertial measurements of motion
that are converted to geodetic information) as described below, while a sensor module 60 is coupled to navigation filter
44 to similarly provide measurements (e.g., geodetic position information). Extended filtering (e.g., the combination of
pre-filters 42 and Kalman filter 44) is employed by the navigation unit to estimate signal parameters as described below.
Basically, early, prompt and late versions of digitized in-phase (I) and quadrature (Q) phase components of the signal
are provided to pre-filters 42. These filters recursively perform an estimation of the carrier phase and rate errors, range
bias error, ionospheric total electron count (TEC) error, and signal amplitude error as described below. The estimates
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are provided to navigation filter 44 serving as a state estimation processor for the navigation unit to produce corrections
for a navigation solution, where sensor information including the GPS and other data streams (e.g., from sensor module
60 and excluding measurements from IMU 50) are directly associated with the navigation filter as described below.
[0024] A Kalman filter is an optimal estimator for linear models driven by white Gaussian noise, where the filter provides
estimates for state variables, preferably contained within a state vector. The Kalman filter typically includes a measure-
ment model and a process model. The measurement model relates filter inputs to the state variables, while the process
model relates the state variables to filter outputs. New states or predictions, xpn, for the filter state variables of a state
vector, x, and new states or predictions, Ppn, for uncertainties of the new states or predictions xpn are determined by a
Kalman filter based on the following. 

where F is a transition matrix of relations (or equations) to propagate or predict the states and corresponding uncertainties
forward in time, xn-1 are the prior values of the state vector, Pn-1 are the uncertainties for the prior state vector xn-1, w is
a white noise matrix, and Q is the second moments of Browning Motion increments.
[0025] Once the new states or predictions are produced, a Kalman gain, K, is determined as follows: 

 where Ppn are the predicted uncertainties described above, H is a spatial observation matrix with transformations
between measurement and estimation spaces (for the varying lines of sight), and R is second moments for measured
noise. The Kalman gain is utilized by the Kalman filter to update the state vector, xn, and corresponding uncertainties,
Pn, based on current measurements as follows, where the Kalman gain basically weights the predictions (or new states)
and measurements to control the contributions by these items to the filter result. 

where xpn is the predicted state vector as described above, Kn is the Kalman gain, zn is the current measurement, H is
the observation matrix described above, I is the identity matrix and Ppn are the uncertainties for the predicted state
vector as described above.
[0026] Since the process model for the received GPS signal is highly nonlinear in navigation system 10, the Extended
Kalman Filter operates in a suboptimal region. Accordingly, the Extended Kalman Filter is designed to satisfy the con-
ventional Orthogonal Projection theorem. In order to provide an optimal state estimate with minimum uncertainty, one
of the suitable candidates for the signal estimation includes the variable bandwidth Particle Filter. This type of filter may
be implemented by pre-filters 42 and provides estimation performance under these conditions that very closely ap-
proaches the theoretical limits of the conventional Cramer Rao Lower Bound (CRLB) information threshold.
[0027] Pre-filters 42 include a bank of Kalman type filters estimating the error in the early, prompt, and late I and Q
measurements for each GPS signal being tracked by GPS receiver 20. Pre-filter properties are embedded in recursive
implementations of conventional Monte Carlo based statistical signal processing performed by the pre-filters (e.g., as
specified in the filter measurement and/or process models). Pre-filters 42 have been configured to provide optimal
solution approximations that improve performance in real-time. The pre-filters each receive corresponding outputs from
autocorrelation function unit 24 of GPS receiver 20. These signals (e.g., early, prompt and late signal component (I and
Q) versions) are associated with a corresponding GPS signal being tracked and provided into high rate pre-filters 42
(e.g., 50 - 1k Hz). The pre-filter samples the signals from the autocorrelation function unit at a high rate of about 50 - 1k
Hz to provide error estimate information to the navigation filter at a lower rate (e.g., 1 Hz), thus maintaining measurement
independence for optimal operation viewed by the navigation filter. The pre-filters collapse or compress the I and Q
samples over a cycle into a residual vector for each satellite being tracked and further produce the covariance for each
satellite. This information is utilized by the navigation filter to produce an error state vector to correct IMU measurements
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for a navigation solution as described below.
[0028] The pre-filters further receive inputs from inertial compensation unit 48 and Gaussian regulator 49. The inertial
compensation unit compensates for errors due to inertial sensors, while Gaussian regulator 49 provides optimal stochastic
control gains as described below. The outputs from the inertial compensation unit and regulator collectively provide an
optimal stochastic control law as described below, and are combined for application to the outputs from autocorrelation
function unit 24.
[0029] By way of example, the estimated pre-filter states (within a state vector ’x’ including elements x1 - x5) include:
x1 - Geometric Carrier phase error (radians); x2 - Geometric Carrier phase rate error (radians/sec); x3-Pseudorange
bias error (meters); x4 - Ionospheric - TEC error (cycles2/meter); and x5 - L1 Signal (from satellite) amplitude error (volts).
[0030] Pre-filters 42 produce estimates of carrier phase error and corresponding derivatives, range error and signal
amplitude error for various signals (e.g., L1, L2 and L2C). These state estimates are converted to produce as filter
outputs pseudorange (PR) error and delta range (DR) error values for transference to navigation filter 44 in order to
implement a UTC type scheme as described below. In other words, pre-filters 42 process the correlator outputs and
provide estimates of the Doppler frequency error (derived from the pseudorange rate error), range error (derived from
the carrier phase error) and their corresponding uncertainties for the signal. Specifically, each pre-filter 42 is associated
with a Line of Sight (LOS) and uses linear combinations of the error states in the state vector to produce estimates of
pseudorange error (ΔR) and corresponding variance (VAR(ΔR)), and pseudorange rate error (ΔR) and corresponding
variance (VAR(ΔR)). Each pre-filter further provides new information to navigation Kalman filter 44 (Fig. 1) at an approx-
imate rate of 1 Hz. The measurement and process models for the Kalman pre-filters include conventional equations to
relate the state variables to the filter input and output values. For examples of these types of equations, reference is
made to aforementioned U.S. Patent No. 6,516,021 (Abbott et al.).
[0031] The high data rate outputs of pre-filters 42 are provided to navigation filter 44. This filter serves as an integrating
Kalman type navigation filter and operates at a lower rate when configured with a feedback loop (e.g., ’FB Loop 1’ as
viewed in Fig. 1) from navigator 46 (e.g., this depends upon the presence or absence of Inertial Measurement Unit (IMU)
50 connected to navigator 46 and the dynamics of a vehicle or other motion source). The navigation filter uses the
estimates of the Doppler error (derived from the pseudorange rate error) and pseudorange error from pre-filters 42, and
measurements from sensor module 60 to develop corrections for a strapdown navigation solution produced by navigator
46 as described below. Basically, a strapdown system includes a sensor unit with stationary sensors mounted in body
coordinates (or the body frame of a vehicle or other source of motion). The orientation of the sensor unit providing the
measurements is maintained and rotated from the body frame to a navigational frame by a digital signal or other processor
utilizing conventional transformations (or equations). The outputs of navigation filter 44 provide corrections for a navigation
solution based on the IMU sensors and include estimates of: position error, velocity error, orientation error, and receiver
or time based parameter errors (e.g., inertial corrections of GPS receiver 20, receiver clock bias, and drift). The receiver
clock bias and drift parameters are common to all the satellites observed.
[0032] By way of example only, the navigation Kalman filter state vector ’x’ (with elements x1 - x21) includes: x1 - x3
-> position error in the local geographic frame; x4 - x6 -> velocity error in the local geographic frame; x7 - x9 -> tilt error
in the local geographic frame; x10 - x12 -> receiver clock bias, clock drift, and clock drift rate; x13 - x15 -> oscillator
gravity sensitivity in the body frame; x16 - x18 -> accelerometer bias error in the body frame; and x19 - x21 -> gyroscope
bias error in the body frame. In addition, the navigation filter initialization values for each of the states listed above
(elements x1 - x21) are presented, by way of example, in Table 1 below. The units of the values in the table represent
variances of the corresponding parameters.

Table 1

Navigation Filter Initialization

Function States Value

Position x1 - x3 100 (m)2

Velocity x4 - x6 25 (m/s)2

Tilt x7 - x9 1.22x10-3 (radians)2

Clock Bias x10 100 (m)2

Clock Drift x11 25 (m/s)2

Clock Drift Rate x12 1x10-6 (m/s2)2

Clock Gravity Sensitivity x13 - x15 5x10-5 ((m/s)/ (m/s2))2

Acceleration Bias x16-x18 1x10-6 (m/s2)2

·
·
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[0033] The strapdown navigation solution provided by navigator 46 is utilized to re-compute and appropriately scale
the range and carrier phase errors, and provide feedback of these parameters to the receiver code and carrier tracking
loops to determine the residuals (or errors) as described below.
[0034] Digital signal processor 40 performs various digital signal processing (DSP) algorithms, preferably designed
for high-end navigational equipment to acquire and track GPS satellites as described herein. The digital signal processor
initially performs a search for satellites in view, or ascertains estimates of which satellites are visible (when valid almanac
information and approximate receiver position and time are available), and attempts to acquire the signals from those
satellites. In the presence of Inertial Measurement Unit (IMU) 50, the digital signal processor is configured to account
for the presence of the highly accurate IMU system. In this case, the IMU is responsible for providing a high rate feedback
of the errors in velocity and position that translate into carrier phase and code errors. These errors are used to generate
the corresponding replica signals as described below. The navigation filter may operate at a lower rate (e.g., 1 Hz) and
is used to correct the IMU measurements as described below. In this configuration, the code and carrier signal tracking
loops have a very small bandwidth since the IMU measurements are used to update and form the replica signals, while
the low rate GPS navigation measurements are used to calibrate the IMU.
[0035] The manner in which navigation filter 44 produces corrections for the strapdown navigation solution is illustrated
in Fig. 3. Specifically, navigation filter 44 (Fig. 1) receives the information from pre-filters 42, sensor measurements from
sensor module 60 and the navigation solution from navigator 46 and initially determines the position, velocity and attitude
based on corrected inertial measurements (of IMU 50) from navigator 46 at step 70. These items are determined with
reference to the North-East-Down (NED) frame. The navigation solution from navigator 46 is supplied to navigation filter
44 by a feedback loop (e.g., ’FB Loop 1’ as viewed in Fig. 1). This feedback loop provides motion information from
navigator 46 to navigation filter 44 in order to update the navigation filter dynamics.
[0036] Navigation filter 44 further computes the average specific force with reference to the NED frame at step 72.
The specific force relates to accelerations (e.g., measured by inertial sensors), and is utilized to determine various
characteristics (e.g., velocity, position, etc.). Basically, the inertial instruments sense linear and rotational forces (e.g.,
in the form of accelerations) related to motion. The force may be time integrated to determine velocity, while a second
time integration provides position and orientation. The specific force may be utilized within the Kalman filter (e.g., process
and/or measurement models) to assist in determining the navigation corrections (e.g., via conventional relationships or
equations).
[0037] The GPS measurement observation matrix, ’H’, is determined at step 74, and includes the transformations for
the respective lines of sight. The observation matrix may be determined as follows. 

L"SVxyz : LOS unit vector from user antenna to satellite
ΔtR : Time elasped from the last cov ariance propogation to time of current measurement
i = 1,2,...N where N is the number of satellites tracked

[0038] The system dynamics matrix, F, process noise matrix, Q, measurement noise matrix, R, and state transition,
Φ, are further determined at step 76. The state transition may be utilized within the Kalman filter (e.g., process and/or
measurement models) to assist in determining the navigation corrections (e.g., via conventional relationships or equa-
tions). The system dynamics matrix, F, includes the relations (or equations) to propagate or predict the state variables
of state vector, x, forward in time as described below and may be represented as follows. 

(continued)

Navigation Filter Initialization

Function States Value

Gyro Bias x19 - x21 1x10-6 (radians)2
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[0039] The system dynamics matrix, F, computes the terms that are used to measure navigation systems performance
based on the system entities that pre-dominantly affect the position error. These system entities are identified based on
their statistical distribution, mutual correlation (e.g., feedback in the matrix FFB1 9x6) and clock drift estimates (e.g.,
represented by the matrix FClock 6x6). The sub-matrices within the systems dynamic matrix, F, are illustrated below,
where the size of the sub-matrices are indicated by the corresponding subscripts.

where FINS represents a matrix for the Inertial Navigation System (INS) and employs a Pinson Model as described below,
FCLOCK represents a matrix for clock drift estimates, FFB1 represents a matrix for the feedback loop between navigator
46 and navigation filter 44, and FINER represents a matrix for the sensor module.
[0040] By way of example, the INS matrix, FINS, may be implemented by a standard Pinson Model that accounts for
the Coriolis factor and describes relationships between the transport rate skew matrix and the frame transformations
from Earth to navigation and from inertial to navigation. The Coriolis factor (e.g., Theorem of Coriolis) mathematically
describes the relationship between two frames of reference and their relative angular rotation to the time rates of change
in the same two coordinate systems. The Coriolis expression used in the INS matrix, FINS , is as follows: 

where  is the transport rate from the Earth frame to the navigation frame (e.g., the rate of turn of the navigation

frame with respect to an Earth fixed frame),  is the Earth rate from the inertial frame to the navigation frame, and

the symbol  ⊗ represents the skew-symmetric form of the Earth’s rotation rate vector at the location of interest

(navigation frame).
[0041] The process noise matrix, Q, represents the dynamic computation of process noise as a function of motion
and statistically measured parameters of inertial sensors, and commercially available clocks (e.g., temperature controlled
crystal oscillators, cesium, rubidium, etc.) and may be expressed as follows.

fi,.j 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
2

FINS 9x9 09x6 FFB1 9x6

3
4
5
6

7
8
9

10

06x9 FClock 6x6 0 6x6

11
12
13
14

15

16

06x9 06x6 FIner 6x6

17
18
19
20
21
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where QINS represents a noise matrix for the Inertial Navigation System (INS) including IMU 50, QCLOCK represents a
noise matrix for the clock, and QSENSOR represents a noise matrix for sensor module 60. The process noise matrix, Q,
is utilized to determine uncertainties for predicted states as described below. 

[0042] The measurement noise covariance matrix, R, is a function of the ratio of the noise power spectral density
(PSD) and the sampling interval that is scaled by the signal power. Thus, the navigation filter is a dynamically tuned
Kalman filter for the observation process. The entries in the measurement noise covariance matrix, R, include the
following:

where noise vector, V, includes elements representing the measured noise for early, prompt and late signal com-
ponent (I and Q) versions, x5 represents the signal amplitude, σ2 represents the ratio of the power spectral density
(PSD) divided by twice the sampling interval, and δ represents the resolution of the measurement which is the
wavelength λM divided by eight (where the index represents a code to indicate the signal, such as L1, L2 and L2C).
This expression may be applied to both commercial and military codes. The measurement noise matrix, R, is utilized
to determine the Kalman gain as described below.

[0043] The Kalman gain may be computed at step 78 based upon the observation matrix, H, the measurement noise
matrix, R, and the uncertainties for predicted states (e.g., in a manner similar to Equation 3 described above). The current
system state and corresponding errors in the system state are respectively determined at steps 80, 82 (e.g., in a manner
similar to Equations 4 and 5 described above), where the initial values of the state variables may be utilized initially to
determine system state information. The state and error estimates are propagated or predicted forward in time at re-
spective steps 84, 86 (e.g., in a manner similar to Equations 1 and 2 described above).
[0044] The propagated state estimates are utilized to correct the position, velocity and attitude errors at step 88 (e.g.,
in a manner similar to Equations 1 and 2 described above), where measurements from sensor module 60 are preferably
used to determine the actual error in the inertial measurements. The process and measurement models of the Kalman
filter preferably include conventional relations or equations relating the state variables to filter inputs and outputs. The
acceleration and gyro bias estimates (e.g., elements x16 - x21 of the predicted state vector) are provided to the input
of the navigator at step 90. The navigation filter further feeds back the adjusted motion information to pre-filters 42 (e.g.,
’FB Loop 2’ as viewed in Fig. 1). This feedback loop provides estimation errors to enable the signal estimation to have
knowledge of the kinematics of the source of motion (e.g., vehicle, hand-held unit, etc.).
[0045] Navigator 46 constantly receives the corrections from navigation filter 44, thereby providing corrections to de-
weight errors received from inertial instruments of IMU 50. In other words, navigator 46 applies the estimates received
from navigation filter 44 to measurements from IMU 50 to produce a resulting navigation solution. Navigator 46 is
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preferably implemented by a High Fidelity World Geodetic System (WGS-84) type Strapdown Inertial Navigator. A
strapdown system basically includes an IMU with stationary sensors (e.g., accelerometers and gyros) mounted in body
coordinates (or the body frame of a vehicle, hand-held unit or other source of motion) as described above. The orientation
of the IMU providing the measurements (and corresponding vehicle or motion source) is maintained and rotated from
the body frame to a navigational frame by a digital signal or other processor utilizing conventional transformations (or
equations). WGS-84 represents information used to determine altitude above a reference ellipse. This information is
based on an origin at the center of the Earth and the reference ellipsoid defined by major and minor axes of the Earth
(e.g., provided by data from various sources known in 1984). The information is used to implement an Earth model that
is utilized to determine the navigation solution, preferably based on conventional navigation relations (or equation der-
ivations).
[0046] The manner in which navigator 46 produces the navigation solution is illustrated in Fig. 4. Initially, the navigator
utilizes the measurements from IMU 50 (e.g., gyros and accelerometers) to determine the navigation solution, where
the accelerometer and gyro bias estimates from navigation filter 44 are applied to the processing of the IMU measure-
ments. Specifically, the navigator estimates the elapsed time between measurement samples from IMU 50 at step 102
and determines the Earth rate at step 104 based on the elapsed times, measurements and WGS-84 information. This
may be determined by conventional relationships (or equation derivations). The navigator further determines the transport
rate (or rate of turn of the navigation frame with respect to an Earth fixed frame) at step 106 based on the elapsed time
and measurements, and estimates the angular rate associated with the Coriolis force at step 108 in accordance with
the Earth model and corresponding information.
[0047] The Coriolis theorem basically indicates that the velocity of an object in a non-rotating frame is determined
from the ground speed and an additional amount of speed due to rotation of the Earth. The change in velocity of the
navigation system is determined based on the determined rates (e.g., Earth, transport, angular, etc.) and elapsed time,
and a velocity estimate determined from the IMU measurements is updated at step 110. Navigator 46 utilizes Direction
Cosine Matrices (DCM) to translate between the various reference frames (e.g., Earth to navigation, body to navigation,
etc.). These matrices may utilize conventional relations (or equation derivations) for the transformations. Accordingly,
the Earth to navigation frame DCM is updated based on the measurements and prior determinations (e.g., rates, velocity,
etc.), and latitude and longitude information for the navigation system are extracted at step 112. The navigator further
updates the body to navigation frame DCM based on the changes in transport rate and spatial rate at respective steps
114, 116, and updates the position in the NED frame at step 118 based on the updated matrices and extracted latitude
and longitude information. The estimated errors or corrections (e.g., for position, velocity, tilt, etc.) from navigation filter
44 are applied to the navigation information determined from IMU measurements to produce the resulting navigation
solution (e.g., position, velocity, orientation, time or clock parameters, etc.).
[0048] Information from the resulting navigation solution (e.g., position, velocity, orientation, time or clock parameters,
etc.) is provided via a feedback loop to navigation filter 44 (e.g., ’FB Loop 1’ as viewed in Fig. 1) as described above.
The information (e.g., time or clock parameters, etc.) is further fed back to oscillator 26 of GPS receiver 20 (e.g., ’FB
Loop 3’ as viewed in Fig. 1) to control generation of the replica signal supplied by the oscillator to autocorrelation function
unit 24 for tracking. This establishes a link between platform motion and signal arrival times, thereby continuously
modulating the correlation process for the pseudorange and delta range measurements and mechanizing the ultratightly
coupled architecture of the navigation unit. The navigation information (e.g., position, velocity, orientation, time or clock
parameters, etc.) is provided to inertial compensation unit 48 and Gaussian regulator 49 to reduce inertial error growth
rate of the inertial instruments and apply optimal control as described below.
[0049] Inertial compensation unit 48 mitigates errors that occur due to the inertial sensors within IMU 50. The inertial
compensation unit compensates for cumulative errors originating in the sensors (e.g., accelerometers and gyros) of IMU
50 with an improvement of approximately 66%. Basically, inertial sensors are bounded by certain behaviors. Navigation
system 10 mitigates some of the natural effects on these inertial instruments. Specifically, Figs. 5 - 6 illustrate simulation
results of error growth behavior. This error growth behavior is a composite effect of an exponentially increasing function
and a sinusoidal oscillation. The exponential growth is a function of errors in the fabrication of an inertial instrument and
an effect that is governed by the physical laws of the universe. The time constant of various exponential growth phenomena
is a function of the inertial instrument quality. For example, error growth in expensive sensors increase over longer time
intervals in comparison to cheap MEMS sensors. This time constant may be controlled by engineering techniques to
limit the error growth rate for a longer time interval.
[0050] Referring to Fig. 5, the spatial effects (frequency) in various environments (e.g., terrestrial/celestial environ-
ments) sensed by inertial instruments are illustrated as a function of gravity. Inertial instruments sense linear and rotational
forces (e.g., accelerations) related to sensor motion. The force may be time integrated to determine velocity, while a
second time integration provides position and orientation. Fig. 6 illustrates inertial error growth rate inherent in the
fabrication of auxiliary sensors (e.g., accelerometers) and the significant harmonics as time progresses. However, nav-
igation system 10 minimizes these harmonics due to inertial compensation unit 48 as described below. A comparison
of an uncompensated error growth rate and an error growth rate compensated by inertial compensation unit 48 are
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illustrated in Fig. 7. As viewed in Fig. 7, a pronounced improvement is illustrated for the results produced by use of the
inertial compensation unit. However, the oscillatory component of this behavior measured by inertial instruments is
maintained.
[0051] Inertial compensation unit 48 receives information (e.g., position, velocity, orientation, time or clock parameters,
etc.) from navigator 46 via a feedback loop (e.g., ’FB Loop 4’ as viewed in Fig. 1). This feedback loop enables reduction
of free inertial error growth rate of the instruments of IMU 50, thereby resulting in increased performance. The inertial
compensation unit performs a technique referred to herein as Pole Placement. Basically, the physical parameters of the
Earth (e.g., gravitational force and the size and shape of the Earth) create instabilities. Since these instabilities may be
exhibited as two complex conjugate poles on the real side of the S-plane, the system generates positive eigenvalues
or, in other words, is unstable. Inertial compensation unit 48 mitigates this instability, and thereby provides a stable
navigational system.
[0052] In particular, inertial compensation unit 48 reshapes the closed loop dynamics of the system that further mitigates
the open loop unstable dynamics. This theory is based on the fact that a single axis vertical channel inertial navigation
system is a positive feedback control system that is inherently unstable. This unstable condition is demonstrated using
Einstein’s Principle of Equivalence (PoE). Basically, the sensor is unable to separate the force due to gravity from the
force due to sensor motion. The inertial compensation unit mitigates or bounds the adverse effects of gravity on the
measurements to provide a stable system. The transfer function of the inertial compensation unit, TFIC, includes four
poles in the S-plane with two poles on the imaginary axis and two poles on the real axis as described below. The two
sets of poles are mirror images of each other relative to the origin in the complex S-plane. However, the distance from
the origin for the poles on the real axis is twice that of the distance from the origin for the poles on the imaginary axis,
where the magnitudes are the square roots of the ratios of gravity to the planet radius.
[0053] The manner in which inertial compensation unit 48 compensates for sensor errors is illustrated in Fig. 8. Spe-
cifically, the inertial compensation unit initially utilizes a second order model of the inertial compensation within the time
domain. However, models of other orders may similarly be used. Specifically, the inertial compensation unit transforms
the model from the time domain to the frequency domain at step 130, and determines the transfer function for navigator
46 at step 132. The inertial compensation unit further determines the inertial compensation transfer function, TFIC, at
step 134 based on the second order model.
[0054] A navigation unit transfer function is generated at step 136 based on the navigator and inertial compensation
transfer functions. The navigation unit transfer function is generated by imposing closed loop dynamic constraints to
satisfy overshoot and settling time of the navigation unit. Once the navigation unit transfer function is determined, pole
placement techniques are applied to tune the inertial compensation unit transfer function, thereby adjusting the navigation
unit transfer function to accommodate desired objectives. In effect, the inertial compensation transfer function applies
the pole placement within the navigation unit transfer function to mitigate sensor errors and control error growth. An
exemplary transfer function of the inertial compensation unit, TFIC, may be expressed as follows, where the coefficients
may be adjusted for tuning of the model. 

[0055] The resulting transfer function of the inertial compensation unit is applied to the navigation information from
navigator 46 (e.g., position, velocity, orientation, time or clock parameters, etc.). The inertial compensation unit basically
bounds the errors from the inertial sensors to provide a stable system as described above, and consequently bounds
the information from the navigator based on the applied transfer function. Since the navigation unit transfer function is
determined, the inputs providing the bounded navigation information may be determined in order to produce adjustments
for the outputs from autocorrelation function unit 24.
[0056] Regulator 49 provides plant regulation and fast signal recovery (in response to signal availability after a signal
loss) by implementing an optimal stochastic control law process. The stochastic control law improves signal recovery
by approximately one order of magnitude. For example, signal recovery time with regulator 49 may be on the order of
one minute compared with 12 - 15 minutes (without regulator 49) when the signal re-appears within five minutes of
satellite signal loss.
[0057] The regulator provides an optimal solution to balance conflicting requirements between system stability and
precision as illustrated in Fig . 9. Regulator 49 determines weight factors associated with each of the stability and precision
functions to provide an optimum policy. The regulator is preferably designed in phases. In particular, a linear quadratic
regulator (LQR) is designed along with an optimal stochastic observer that is essentially a steady state Kalman filter.
The phases may be designed independently due to the separation theorem of control theory. A solution to determining
the optimal control point for the plant between precision and stability is achieved by dynamically adapting the parameters
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of the transition or dynamics matrix, F, for navigation filter 44 to minimize the deviations of position and velocity within
the navigation solution, thereby reducing a cost function described below.
[0058] Regulator 49 receives information from navigator 46 (e.g., position, velocity, orientation, time or clock param-
eters, etc.), and under marginal conditions and GPS signal loss, inherits full control authority over the plant for fast loop
stabilization and rapid recovery purposes. The equations and the investigative development process start with defining
the state space representation of pre-filters 42, navigation filter 44, and navigator 46. In particular, the state space
representations of the pre-filters, the navigation filter and the navigator are as follows. 

[0059] The differential equations describing the plant (e.g., indicated by the ’P’ subscript) in a state space form may
be represented as follows. 

where Ap represents the system dynamics matrix of the plant and may be determined as follows: 

[0060] The observable states of the plant are expressed in matrix Y, where CP is a matrix that defines the observable
states of the partially observable state vector Xp, and v is the noise vector from the inertial instruments (e.g., IMU sensors).
[0061] The system dynamics matrix of the plant, Ap, includes the pre-filter process matrix, FPF, the navigation filter
process matrix, FNF, and the strap down navigator system matrix, FNV, to represent the diagonal of that matrix. The
control signal vector, u, includes the I and Q measurements from the GPS receiver correlators combined with the control
commands or gains from the LQGR process (and optionally the adjustments from the inertial compensation unit described
above), and may be represented as follows. 

[0062] The input gain control matrix, B, delineates the control signals directly affecting the plant and may have the
following form. 
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where BPF is the gain control for the pre-filters, BNF is the gain control for the navigation filter, and BNV is the gain control
for the navigator.
[0063] The noise matrix, w, is the total noise from the GPS receiver correlators and is controllable via the sample rate
of the pre-filters. The pre-filter noise, WPF, the navigation filter noise, WNF, and the strap down navigator noise , wNV,
for the plant are expressed as follows. 

[0064] The gain matrix, G, for the noise may be defined as follows. 

where GPF is the gain for the pre-filters, GNF is the gain for the navigation filter, and GNV is the gain for the navigator.
[0065] The regulator initially observes the navigation solution from navigator 46, and estimates the state vector of the
plant, XP, using the optimal stochastic observer in accordance with the above equations. The state estimates for the
observable states (including position and velocity), Y, are provided to the linear quadratic (Gaussian) regulator process
that generates the optimal stochastic control gains. In particular, the linear quadratic regulator process of regulator 49
is based on the optimal control theory for operation of a dynamic system with a linear quadratic cost function that has
been minimized. In other words, regulator 49 minimizes the following cost function to provide an optimal control solution. 

[0066] This cost function is defined in terms of the sum of the deviations of position and velocity from their desired
values, where x and u are cost matrices for precision and stability functions (Fig. 9) based on the position and velocity
deviations, and Q and R are their corresponding gain and weight matrices. The costs associated with the stability function
decrease with the error rate over time as the system stabilizes, whereas the costs associated with the precision function
increase with the error rate over time due to the error growth rate of the IMU sensors. Accordingly, the cost function is
operated in a recursive fashion to obtain an optimal control system (e.g., minimum error rate common to both functions
as viewed in Fig. 9) by adjusting associative weights Q and R (within the cost function), thereby providing an automated
state-feedback controller auxiliary to the plant. The Q and R matrices in the cost function are specific to the regulator
and include symmetric positive semi definite weighting matrices. A matrix, S, is positive definite if for a vector, x, with
non-zero elements (x ≠ 0), xTSx > 0, and positive semi definite if xTSx ≥ 0. In other words, symmetric positive definite
matrices have all positive eigenvalues (e.g., all eigenvalues greater than zero), while symmetric positive semi definite
matrices have all eigenvalues nonnegative (e.g., all eigenvalues greater than or equal to zero).
[0067] The resulting weights or gains (Q and R) represent the optimal stochastic control gains and are combined with
the adjustments from inertial compensation unit 48 and blended with the in phase and quadrature phase (I/Q) signal
components of the early, prompt, and late, signals from GPS receiver 20. This provides an optimal stochastic control
law, thereby regulating the filters implemented in pre-filters 42, navigation filter 44 and navigator 46. In addition, the
combined signals propagate through the plant and affect the cost function described above for determining the optimal
stochastic control gains. The inertial compensation unit and the regulator (and corresponding feedback loops as viewed
in Fig. 1) basically adjust or control the operation of the plant UTC architecture to attain accurate navigational information
in signal challenging environments and rapid re-acquisition of the satellite signal after signal loss.
[0068] In operation, the navigation system relies on the GPS measurements from the GPS receiver when the GPS
signal is available. In this case, regulator 49 provides minor control and enables the system to operate based on the
plant UTC scheme in order to track the satellite signals via the tracking loops and determine the navigation solution.
However, when the GPS signal becomes unavailable or resides within a signal challenging environment, regulator 49
assumes primary control of the system and controls the plant to rely on the IMU measurements for tracking and deter-
mination of the navigation solution. Since the error growth rate of the IMU sensors increases with time (Figs. 5 - 6), the
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inertial compensation unit bounds the error growth rate to mitigate the IMU sensor errors as described above, thereby
providing navigational information with enhanced accuracy under these conditions. When the GPS signal becomes
available, the tracking loops should be in the neighborhood of the received signal due to the bounded IMU measurements.
Thus, the regulator controls the plant to quickly revert to the GPS measurements for tracking and navigation, thereby
significantly improving the time to re-acquire the satellite signal.
[0069] It will be appreciated that the embodiments described above and illustrated in the drawings represent only a
few of the many ways of implementing a navigation system and method of obtaining accurate navigational information
in signal challenging environments.
[0070] The present invention embodiments may be utilized with any conventional or other GPS type receiver, or other
receiving/transceiving devices utilizing signal tracking or searching capability to provide location information from various
sources. The GPS receiver may include any quantity of any suitable conventional or other type of antenna. The RF/IF
unit may be implemented by any conventional or other device and may utilize any conventional or other processes (e.g.,
signal conditioning, translation (e.g., down conversion), filtering, digitization, etc.) to generate in-phase (I), quadrature
(Q) or other signals or signal components. The autocorrelation function unit may be implemented by any conventional
or other device and may employ any conventional or other correlation processes. The autocorrelation function unit may
provide any suitable versions of the signal time shifted by any desired amounts (e.g., prompt, early, late, etc.). The
oscillator may be implemented by any conventional or other oscillator (e.g., NCO, etc.) to provide a signal. The oscillator
may be controlled based on any suitable control signals (e.g., actual signal characteristics to produce a desired signal,
signals to adjust the oscillator, etc.). The GPS receiver or other receiving/transceiving devices may include any combi-
nation of hardware and software to perform the desired functions.
[0071] The navigation unit may be disposed on any suitable platform (e.g., air, ground or sea vehicle, hand-held or
transportable unit for ground users, etc.), where the receiver and navigation unit may be disposed locally or remotely
from each other depending upon the particular application. The signal processor of the navigation unit may be imple-
mented by any conventional or other processor and/or circuitry (e.g., microprocessor, controller, digital or other signal
processor, logic circuits, circuitry, etc.). The signal processor may include any conventional or other hardware or process-
ing units (with or without software units or modules) to perform the functions described herein.
[0072] It is to be understood that the software for the processors of the present invention embodiments (e.g., receiver,
signal processor, etc.) may be implemented in any desired computer language and could be developed by one of ordinary
skill in the computer arts based on the functional descriptions contained in the specification and flow charts illustrated
in the drawings. Further, any references herein of software performing various functions generally refer to computer
systems or processors performing those functions under software control. The processors of the present invention
embodiments may alternatively be implemented by any type of hardware and/or other processing circuitry. The various
functions of the processors (e.g., autocorrelation, RF/IF, pre-filters, navigation filter, navigator, inertial compensation,
regulator, etc.) may be distributed in any manner among any quantity of software modules or units, processor or computer
systems and/or circuitry, where the computer or processor systems may be disposed locally or remotely of each other
and communicate via any suitable communications medium. The software and/or algorithms described above and/or
illustrated in the flow charts may be modified in any manner that accomplishes the functions described herein. In addition,
the functions in the flow charts or description may be performed in any order that accomplishes a desired operation.
[0073] The software of the present invention embodiments (e.g., of the navigation unit, etc.) may be available on a
program product apparatus or device including a recordable or computer usable medium (e.g., magnetic or optical
mediums, magneto-optic mediums, floppy diskettes, CD-ROM, DVD, memory devices, etc.) for use on stand-alone
systems or systems connected by a network or other communications medium, and/or may be downloaded (e.g., in the
form of carrier waves, packets, etc.) to systems via a network or other communications medium.
[0074] The pre-filters may include any quantity of Kalman or other types of filters (e.g., estimators, etc.) to accommodate
any quantity of tracked signals. Each pre-filter may accommodate any quantity of the tracked signals. The state vectors
of the pre-filters may include any quantity of any suitable state variables representing desired parameters, measurements
or characteristics (e.g., measurement or parameter errors, actual measurement or parameter values, etc.). The process
and measurement models may include any conventional or other equations to relate the state variables to the inputs
and outputs, and perform any suitable algorithms (e.g., particle filters, etc.). The pre-filters may utilize any suitable inputs
(e.g., feed back or input from any other navigation unit or receiver components, etc.) and produce any suitable outputs
for the navigation filter based on the process and measurement models. The pre-filters may employ any conventional
or other equations within the systems dynamics matrix, where this matrix may include any suitable dimensions. The pre-
filters may employ any suitable conventional or other functions or measurements for the noise and uncertainties matrices
(e.g., Q, R, w, etc.), where these matrices may include any suitable dimensions. The pre-filter state variables may be
initialized to any suitable values. The outputs of the pre-filters may be provided with respect to any suitable units or
reference frames.
[0075] The navigation filter may include any Kalman or other type of filter (e.g., estimator, etc.). The state vector of
the navigation filter may include any quantity of any suitable state variables representing desired parameters, measure-
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ments or characteristics (e.g., representing measurement or parameter errors, actual measurement or parameter values,
etc.). The process and measurement models may include any conventional or other equations to relate the state variables
to the inputs and outputs, and perform any suitable navigational algorithm. The navigation filter may utilize any suitable
inputs (e.g., feed back or input from any other navigation unit or receiver components, IMU, sensor module, etc.) and
produce any suitable outputs for the navigator and other components based on the process and measurement models.
The navigation filter may employ any conventional or other equations within the systems dynamics matrix, where this
matrix may include any suitable dimensions. The systems matrix may be dynamically configured or altered in any desired
fashion and based on any information from any other components (e.g., regulator, etc.) to control the navigation filter
and/or plant. The navigation filter may employ any suitable conventional or other functions or measurements for the
noise and uncertainties matrices (e.g., Q, R, w, etc.), where these matrices may include any suitable dimensions. The
navigation filter state variables may be initialized to any suitable values. The outputs of the navigation filter may be
provided with respect to any suitable units or reference frames (e.g., NED, body, etc.). The navigation filter may utilize
any quantity of any types of sensors.
[0076] The navigator may perform any suitable strap-down or other algorithms to determine navigation estimates (e.g.,
position, velocity, etc.) from the IMU measurements. The navigator may utilize any suitable inputs (e.g., input from any
other navigation unit or receiver components, IMU, sensor module, etc.) and produce any suitable outputs. The navigator
may apply the error estimates from the navigation filter in any suitable manner (e.g., add/subtract, weighted, average,
etc.) to the navigation estimates to determine a navigation solution. The navigation solution may include any desired
parameters (e.g., position, velocity, time or clock bias, orientation or attitude, etc.), where the values may be determined
with respect to any suitable units or desired reference frames. The navigator may employ any conventional or other
equations to determine the navigation solution. The navigator may utilize any quantity of any types of sensors.
[0077] The sensors of the sensor module and IMU may be of any quantity or type. For example, the sensors may be
standard navigational sensors (COTS) that can be selected with various grade quality without affecting the principles of
the present invention embodiments. The sensors may provide any suitable information to the navigation filter, navigator
or other navigation unit components. The INS and IMU may be implemented by any conventional or other sensing systems.
[0078] The inertial compensation unit may utilize any suitable inputs (e.g., input from any other navigation unit or
receiver components, etc.) and produce any suitable outputs for adjustment of the I/Q components from the autocorre-
lation function. The inertial compensation unit transfer function may include any quantity of poles at any desired locations
adhering to the distance relationships described above (e.g., distance from the origin for the poles on the real axis is
twice that of the distance from the origin for the poles on the imaginary axis). This distance relationship may be altered
in any desired fashion capable of providing stability to the system (e.g., the distance for the real axis may be at least
two times greater than the distance for the imaginary axis, etc.). Further, the pole placement technique may be modified
in any suitable fashion (e.g., altering distances or locations of the poles, adding or removing poles, etc.) to account for
or mitigate other conditions distorting the sensor measurements (e.g., external forces, etc.), and/or to control the bounding
of these conditions. The outputs from the inertial compensation unit may be applied to the I/Q components from the
autocorrelation function in any suitable manner (e.g., add/subtract, weighted, average, etc.).
[0079] The regulator may include any Kalman or other type of filter (e.g., estimator, etc.) to estimate the plant. The
state vector of the filter may include any quantity of any suitable state variables representing desired parameters,
measurements or characteristics (e.g., representing measurement or parameter errors, actual measurement or param-
eter values, etc.). The process and measurement models may include any conventional or other equations to relate the
state variables to the inputs and outputs, and perform any suitable control algorithm. The regulator may utilize any
suitable input (e.g., feed back or input from any other navigation unit or receiver components, etc.) and produce any
suitable outputs to control the navigation unit (e.g., adjustments for the I/Q components from the autocorrelation function,
etc.). The filter may employ any conventional or other equations within the dynamics matrix, where this matrix may
include any suitable dimensions. The regulator may adjust the navigation filter systems matrix in any desired fashion to
minimize the cost function and apply control.
[0080] The regulator filter may employ any suitable conventional or other functions or measurements for the noise,
uncertainties and gain matrices (e.g., Q, R, B, G, w, etc.), where these matrices may include any suitable dimensions.
The filter state variables may be initialized to any suitable values. The outputs from the regulator may be combined with
the inertial compensation unit outputs in any fashion (e.g., added/subtracted, weighted, averaged, etc.) for application
to the I/Q components from the autocorrelation function in any suitable manner (e.g., add/subtract, weighted, average,
etc.). The inertial compensation unit and regulator may be utilized in the system individually (e.g., one without the other)
or in combination.
[0081] The cost function may include any suitable conventional or other function estimating the costs of the plant. The
regulator may employ any conventional or other techniques to minimize this function and produce adjustments for the
I/Q components from the autocorrelation function. The cost function may be based on any desired parameters, meas-
urements or characteristics (e.g., deviations of results (e.g., position, velocity, etc.) from their desired values, etc.), and
may be derived from any conventional or other relationships between these characteristics and desired objectives (e.g.,
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precision, stability, etc.). The resulting gain matrices (e.g., Q, R, etc.) may be of any suitable dimensions, and may be
combined with the inertial compensation unit outputs in any fashion (e.g., added/subtracted, weighted, averaged, etc.)
for application to the I/Q components from the autocorrelation function in any suitable manner (e.g., add/subtract, weight-
ed, average, etc.). The cost function may be selected to implement any desired stochastic or other control processes
over the navigation unit.
[0082] The various feedback loops (e.g., FB Loop 1 - FB Loop 5) may provide any desired information between any
quantity of the navigation unit and receiver components to control the system to follow a desired tracking and/or control
scheme. Further, the pre-filter may sample values and/or operate at any desired rates (e.g., on the order of 50 - 1k Hz,
etc.), while the navigation filter may similarly receive sampled values and/or operate at any desired rates (e.g., on the
order of 1 Hz, etc.).
[0083] The present invention embodiments provide a ubiquitous navigational solution that provides navigational in-
formation in virtually all circumstances where a satellite or other location signal is corrupted or unavailable due to
interference (e.g., both intentional and unintentional) and line of sight (LOS) constraints, especially in sub terrain and
urban environments, inside buildings, and interference environments. The navigation solution may include any suitable
information (e.g., one or more of position, velocity, orientation or attitude, time adjustments or parameters, etc.).
[0084] The present invention embodiments may be employed in virtually all applications where navigational information
is desired when a satellite or other location signal is corrupted or unavailable. These applications include: protecting
forces (Soldier Protection) in counterinsurgency operations; network centric operations at all tiers; mobile Ad-Hoc network
communication; directional antennas in Ad-Hoc networks; aviation guidance and control systems; tactical communica-
tions; urban military operations; and Intelligence Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR). In addition, the inertial com-
pensation unit may be employed in any suitable systems (e.g., tracking, navigation, etc.) employing sensors to compen-
sate for external factors and mitigate sensor error growth rate.
[0085] From the foregoing description, it will be appreciated that the invention makes available a novel navigation
system and method of obtaining accurate navigational information in signal challenging environments, wherein a navi-
gation system compensates for errors of inertial instruments and provides stochastic control in order to obtain accurate
navigational information in a signal challenging environment and provide rapid re-acquisition of a satellite signal after
signal loss.
[0086] Having described preferred embodiments of a new and improved navigation system and method of obtaining
accurate navigational information in signal challenging environments, it is believed that other modifications, variations
and changes will be suggested to those skilled in the art in view of the teachings set forth herein. It is therefore to be
understood that all such variations, modifications and changes are believed to fall within the scope of the present invention
as defined by the appended claims.

Claims

1. A navigation system (10) comprising:

- a receiver (20), including a GPS receiver, to receive location signals, particularly including satellite signals,
correlate said received signals with generated signals to track said location signals and produce signal compo-
nents based on said correlation;
- a plurality of sensors (50, 60) to provide sensor measurements pertaining to said navigation system (10); and
- a navigation unit (30) to control said receiver (20) to track said location signals and to produce a navigation
solution based on said sensor measurements and said signal components, wherein said navigation unit includes
a processor including:

an extended filter module (42, 44) to determine estimates of navigation information based on at least said
signal components and measurements of said sensors (50, 60);
a navigation module (46) to determine navigation results based on said sensor measurements and to apply
said estimates to said determined navigation results to produce said navigation solution;
wherein the processor in said navigation unit (30) is further characterized by:
an inertial compensation module (48) to receive navigation solution information and produce compensation
adjustments for said signal components to compensate for errors within said sensor measurements due to
gravity, wherein said inertial compensation module (48) includes a transfer function including a plurality of
poles residing on real and imaginary axes of a complex plane to bound an inertial error growth rate of said
sensors (50, 60), and wherein magnitudes of distances from an origin of said complex plane for said poles
of said transfer function are based on ratios of gravity to a planet radius; and
a regulator module (49) to receive navigation solution information and produce control adjustments for said
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signal components to control reliance by said navigation unit on said estimates and said determined nav-
igation results for determining said navigation solution, wherein said regulator module includes:

an observer module to estimate states of said navigation system; and
a control module to determine weight values to minimize a cost function associated with desired ob-
jectives and based on said estimated states, wherein said control adjustments are produced based on
said determined weight values to control said navigation unit;

wherein said compensation and control adjustments are applied to said signal components provided to said
navigation unit (30) to control an amount of contribution of said estimates and said determined navigation
results to said navigation solution, and navigation solution information is provided to said receiver (20) to
control generation of said generated signals for tracking of said location signals.

2. The system (10) of claim 1, wherein said extended filter module includes

- a pre-filter module (42) to determine estimates of errors pertaining to pseudorange information based on said
signal components and said navigation information estimates; and/or
- a navigation filter module (44) to produce said navigation information estimates based on said estimated errors
of said pseudorange information, sensor measurements and navigation solution information, wherein said nav-
igation information estimates include errors pertaining to said navigation results, and particularly said navigation
filter module implements a Kalman filter with a dynamically adjustable system dynamics matrix, and particularly
said regulator module (49) dynamically adjusts the system dynamics matrix of said Kalman filter to reduce a
cost function.

3. The system (10) of one of the preceding claims, further including an inertial measurement unit (50) including one
or more of said plurality of sensors, wherein said sensors within said inertial measurement unit (50) include inertial
sensors and said navigation module (46) determines said navigation results based on measurements by said inertial
sensors.

4. The system (10) of one of the preceding claims, said cost function is based on deviations of said estimated states
with desired values, and said desired objectives include stability and precision.

5. The system (10) of one of the preceding claims wherein said regulator module (49) controls said navigation unit
(30) to place greater reliance on

- said navigation results or sensor measurements for determining said navigation solution in response to said
location or satellite signals traversing a signal challenging environment or being unavailable, and/or
- said estimates for determining said navigation solution in response to said location or satellite signals being
available.

6. The system (10) of one of the preceding claims, wherein said poles of said transfer function reside on real and
imaginary axes of a complex S-plane, and wherein a distance from the origin for poles on the real axis is greater
than the distance from the origin for poles on the imaginary axis, and particularly said transfer function includes two
poles on each of the real and imaginary axes, and wherein said distance from the origin for said poles on said real
axis is twice that of said distance from the origin for said poles on said imaginary axis.

7. A method of determining a navigation solution within a navigation system (10) including a receiver (20), including
a GPS receiver, a plurality of sensors (50, 60) to provide sensor measurements pertaining to said navigation system
(10) and a processor (40) to control said receiver (20) to track said location signals and to produce said navigation
solution, said method comprising:

(a) receiving location signals, correlating said received signals with generated signals to track said location
signals and producing signal components based on said correlation;
(b) determining estimates of navigation information based on at least said signal components and measurements
of said sensors;
(c) determining navigation results based on said sensor measurements and applying said estimates to said
determined navigation results to produce said navigation solution;
characterized by
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(d) producing compensation adjustments for said signal components for inertial compensation to compensate
for errors within said sensor measurements due to gravity, wherein said inertial compensation applies a transfer
function including a plurality of poles residing on real and imaginary axes of a complex plane to bound an inertial
error growth rate of said sensors, and wherein magnitudes of distances from an origin of said complex plane
for said poles of said transfer function are based on gravity ratios of gravity to a planet radius;
(e) producing control adjustments for said signal components based on navigation solution information to control
reliance on said estimates and said determined navigation results for determining said navigation solution,
wherein step (e) further includes:

(e.1) estimating states of said navigation system; and
(e.2) determining weight values to minimize a cost function associated with desired objectives and based
on said estimated states, wherein said control adjustments are produced based on said determined weight
values; and

(f) applying said compensation and control adjustments to said signal components to control an amount of
contribution of said estimates and said determined navigation results to said navigation solution and providing
navigation solution information to said receiver to control generation of said generated signals for tracking of
said location signals.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein step (b) further includes:

(b.1) determining estimates of errors pertaining to pseudorange information based on said signal components
and said navigation information estimates; and/or
(b.2) producing said navigation information estimates based on said estimated errors of said pseudorange
information, sensor measurements and navigation solution information, wherein said navigation information
estimates include errors pertaining to said navigation results, and particularly
(b.2.1) producing said navigation information estimates via a Kalman filter with a dynamically adjustable system
dynamics matrix, and particularly dynamically adjusting said system dynamics matrix of said Kalman filter to
reduce the cost function.

9. The method of claim 7 or 8, wherein step (d) further includes:

(d.1) compensating for errors within said sensor measurements by employing said transfer function including
said poles residing on real and imaginary axes of a complex S-plane, wherein a distance from the origin for
poles on the real axis is greater than the distance from the origin for poles on the imaginary axis, and particularly
said transfer function includes two poles on each of the real and imaginary axes, and wherein said distance
from the origin for said poles on said real axis is twice that of said distance from the origin for said poles on said
imaginary axis.

10. The method of one of claims 7 to 9, wherein said navigation solution includes one or more of position, velocity,
orientation and time parameters.

11. The method of one of claims 7 to 10, wherein said cost function is based on deviations of said estimated states with
desired values, and said desired objectives include stability and precision.

12. The method of one of claims 7 to 11, wherein step (e) further includes:

controlling said navigation system to place greater reliance on said navigation results or sensor measurements
for determining said navigation solution in response to said location or satellite signals traversing a signal
challenging environment or being unavailable; and/or
controlling said navigation system to place greater reliance on said estimates for determining said navigation
solution in response to said location or satellite signals being available.

Patentansprüche

1. Navigationssystem (10), enthaltend:
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- einen Empfänger (20), der einen GPS-Empfänger enthält, zum Empfangen von Ortsbestimmungssignalen,
die insbesondere Satellitensignale einschließen, zum Korrelieren der empfangenen Signale mit erzeugten Si-
gnalen, um die Ortsbestimmungssignale nachzuverfolgen und auf der Grundlage der Korrelation Signalkom-
ponenten zu erzeugen;
- eine Vielzahl von Sensoren (50, 60), um das Navigationssystem (10) betreffende Sensormessungen bereit-
zustellen; und
- eine Navigationseinheit (30) zur Steuerung des Empfängers (20), um die Ortsbestimmungssignale nachzu-
verfolgen und eine Navigationslösung auf der Grundlage der Sensormessungen und der Signalkomponenten
zu erzeugen, wobei die Navigationseinheit einen Prozessor enthält, welcher enthält:

ein erweitertes Filtermodul (42, 44) zum Bestimmen von Schätzwerten von Navigationsinformationen auf
der Grundlage mindestens der Signalkomponenten und der Messungen der Sensoren (50, 60);
ein Navigationsmodul (46) zum Bestimmen von Navigationsergebnissen auf der Grundlage der Sensor-
messungen und zum Anwenden der Schätzwerte auf die bestimmten Navigationsergebnisse, um die Na-
vigationslösung zu erzeugen;

wobei der Prozessor in der Navigationseinheit (30) ferner gekennzeichnet ist durch:

ein Trägheitskompensationsmodul (48) zum Empfangen von Navigationslösungsinformationen und zum Er-
zeugen von Kompensationseinstellungen für die Signalkomponenten, um durch Schwerkraft bedingte Fehler
innerhalb der Sensormessungen auszugleichen, wobei das Trägheitskompensationsmodul (48) eine Übertra-
gungsfunktion enthält, die eine Vielzahl von Polen enthält, die auf realen und imaginären Achsen einer kom-
plexen Ebene liegen, um eine Trägheitsfehlerwachstumsrate der Sensoren (50, 60) einzugrenzen, und wobei
Größen von Abständen von einem Ursprung der komplexen Ebene für die Pole der Übertragungsfunktion auf
Verhältnissen der Schwerkraft zu einem Planetenradius basieren; und
ein Reglermodul (49) zum Empfangen von Navigationslösungsinformationen und Erzeugen von Steuereinstel-
lungen für die Signalkomponenten, um den Verlass der Navigationseinheit auf die Schätzwerte und die be-
stimmten Navigationsergebnisse zur Bestimmung der Navigationslösung zu steuern, wobei das Reglermodul
enthält:

ein Beobachtermodul, um Zustände des Navigationssystems zu schätzen; und
ein Steuermodul, um Gewichtungswerte zu bestimmen, um eine mit angestrebten Zielen in Zusammenhang
stehende und auf den geschätzten Zuständen basierende Kostenfunktion zu minimieren, wobei die Steu-
ereinstellungen auf der Grundlage der bestimmten Gewichtungswerte erzeugt werden, um die Navigati-
onseinheit zu steuern;

wobei Kompensations- und Steuereinstellungen an den Signalkomponenten angewandt werden, die für die
Navigationseinheit (30) bereitgestellt werden, um ein Ausmaß des Beitrags der Schätzwerte und der bestimmten
Navigationsergebnisse zu der Navigationslösung zu steuern, und Navigationslösungsinformationen für den
Empfänger (20) bereitgestellt werden, um die Erzeugung der erzeugten Signale zur Nachverfolgung der Orts-
bestimmungssignale zu steuern.

2. System (10) nach Anspruch 1, wobei das erweiterte Filtermodul enthält:

- ein Vorfiltermodul (42), um Schätzwerte von Fehlern zu bestimmen, die Pseudobereichsinformationen betref-
fen, die auf den Signalkomponenten und den Navigationsinformationsschätzwerten basieren; und/oder
- ein Navigationsfiltermodul (44) zum Erzeugen der Navigationsinformationsschätzwerte auf der Grundlage der
geschätzten Fehler der Pseudobereichsinformationen, der Sensormessungen und der Navigationslösungsin-
formationenen, wobei die Navigationsinformationsschätzwerte Fehler einschließen, die die Navigationsresultate
betreffen, und insbesondere das Navigationsfiltermodul ein Kalman-Filter mit einer dynamisch einstellbaren
Systemdynamikmatrix implementiert und insbesondere das Reglermodul (49) die Systemdynamikmatrix des
Kalman-Filters dynamisch anpasst, um eine Kostenfunktion zu reduzieren.

3. System (10) nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche, ferner enthaltend eine Trägheitsmesseinheit (50), welche
einen oder mehrere der Vielzahl von Sensoren enthält, wobei die Sensoren innerhalb der Trägheitsmesseinheit
(50) Trägheitssensoren einschließen und das Navigationsmodul (46) die Navigationsergebnisse auf der Grundlage
von Messungen durch die Trägheitssensoren bestimmt.



EP 2 112 472 B1

22

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

4. System (10) nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche, wobei die Kostenfunktion auf Abweichungen der ge-
schätzten Zustände mit angestrebten Werten basiert und die angestrebten Ziele Stabilität und Präzision einschlie-
ßen.

5. System (10) nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche, wobei das Reglermodul (49) die Navigationseinheit (30)
dergestalt steuert, dass sie größeren Verlass auf

- die Navigationsergebnisse oder Sensormessungen zum Bestimmen der Navigationslösung in Reaktion darauf,
dass die Ortsbestimmungs- oder Satellitensignale eine signalbeeinträchtigende Umgebung durchlaufen oder
nicht verfügbar sind, und/oder
- die Schätzungen zum Bestimmen der Navigationslösung in Reaktion darauf, dass die Ortsbestimmungs- oder
Satellitensignale verfügbar sind, setzt.

6. System (10) nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche, wobei die Pole der Übertragungsfunktion auf realen und
imaginären Achsen einer komplexen S-Ebene liegen und wobei ein Abstand von dem Ursprung für Pole auf der
realen Achse größer ist als der Abstand vom Ursprung für Pole auf der imaginären Achse, und insbesondere die
Übertragungsfunktion zwei Pole jeweils auf der realen und der imaginären Achse enthält, und wobei der Abstand
von dem Ursprung für die Pole auf der realen Achse das Doppelte des Abstandes vom Ursprung für die Pole auf
der imaginären Achse beträgt.

7. Verfahren zum Bestimmen einer Navigationslösung innerhalb eines Navigationssystems (10), das einen Empfänger
(20) aufweist, der einen GPS-Empfänger, eine Vielzahl von Sensoren (50, 60) zur Bereitstellung von das Naviga-
tionssystem (10) betreffenden Sensormessungen und einen Prozessor (40) zur Steuerung des Empfängers (20)
zur Nachverfolgung der Ortsbestimmungssignale und zur Erzeugung der Navigationslösung enthält, welches Ver-
fahren umfasst:

(a) Empfangen von Ortsbestimmungssignalen, Korrelieren der empfangenen Signale mit erzeugten Signalen,
um die Ortsbestimmungssignale nachzuverfolgen, und Erzeugen von Signalkomponenten basierend auf der
Korrelation;
(b) Bestimmen von Schätzwerten von Navigationsinformationen basierend auf zumindest den Signalkompo-
nenten und Messungen der Sensoren;
(c) Bestimmen von Navigationsergebnissen basierend auf den Sensormessungen und Anwenden der Schät-
zungen auf die bestimmten Navigationsergebnisse, um die Navigationslösung zu erzeugen;
gekennzeichnet durch
(d) Erzeugen von Kompensationseinstellungen für die Signalkomponenten für die Trägheitskompensation zum
Kompensieren von schwerkraftbedingten Fehlern innerhalb der Sensormessungen, wobei die Trägheitskomp-
ensation eine Übertragungsfunktion anwendet, die eine Vielzahl von Polen einschließt, die auf realen und
imaginären Achsen einer komplexen Ebene liegen, um eine Trägheitsfehlerwachstumsrate der Sensoren zu
begrenzen, und wobei Größen von Abständen von einem Ursprung der komplexen Ebene für die Pole der
Übertragungsfunktion auf Schwerkraftverhältnissen der Schwerkraft zu einem Planetenradius basieren;
(e) Erzeugen von Steuereinstellungen für die Signalkomponenten basierend auf Navigationslösungsinformati-
onen, um den Verlass auf die Schätzwerte und die bestimmten Navigationsergebnisse zum Bestimmen der
Navigationslösung zu steuern, wobei Schritt (e) ferner enthält:

(e.1)Schätzen von Zuständen des Navigationssystems; und
(e.2) Bestimmen von Gewichtungswerten, um eine Kostenfunktion in Zusammenhang mit angestrebten
Zielen und basierend auf den geschätzten Zuständen zu minimieren, wobei die Steuereinstellungen ba-
sierend auf den bestimmten Gewichtungswerten erzeugt werden; und

(f) Anwenden der Kompensations- und Steuereinstellungen auf die Signalkomponenten, um ein Ausmaß des
Beitrags der Schätzwerte und der bestimmten Navigationsergebnisse zu der Navigationslösung zu steuern und
für den Empfänger Navigationslösungsinformationen bereitzustellen, um die Erzeugung der erzeugten Signale
zur Nachverfolgung der Ortsbestimmungssignale zu steuern.

8. Verfahren nach Anspruch 7, wobei Schritt (b) ferner enthält:

(b.1) Bestimmen von Schätzwerten von Fehlern, die Pseudobereichsinformationen betreffen, basierend auf
den Signalkomponenten und den Navigationsinformationsschätzwerten; und/oder
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(b.2) Erzeugen der Navigationsinformationsschätzwerte basierend auf den geschätzten Fehlern der Pseudo-
bereichsinformationen, der Sensormessungen und der Navigationslösungsinformationen, wobei die Navigati-
onsinformationsschätzwerte Fehler einschließen, die die Navigationsergebnisse betreffen, und insbesondere
(b.2.1) Erzeugen der Navigationsinformationsschätzwerte über ein Kalman-Filter mit einer dynamisch einstell-
baren Systemdynamikmatrix und insbesondere dynamisches Einstellen der Systemdynamikmatrix des Kalman-
Filters, um die Kostenfunktion zu reduzieren.

9. Verfahren nach Anspruch 7 oder 8, wobei Schritt (d) ferner enthält:

(d.1) Kompensieren von Fehlern innerhalb der Sensormessungen durch Verwenden der Übertragungsfunktion,
welche die Pole einschließt, die auf realen und imaginären Achsen einer komplexen S-Ebene liegen, wobei ein
Abstand vom Ursprung für Pole auf der realen Achse größer ist als der Abstand vom Ursprung für Pole auf der
imaginären Achse, und insbesondere die Übertragungsfunktion zwei Pole jeweils auf der realen und der ima-
ginären Achse enthält, und wobei der Abstand vom Ursprung für Pole auf der realen Achse das Doppelte des
Abstands vom Ursprung für Pole auf der imaginären Achse beträgt.

10. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 7 bis 9, wobei die Navigationslösung einen oder mehrere von Positions-,
Geschwindigkeits-, Ausrichtungs- und Zeitparametern enthält.

11. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 7 bis 10, wobei die Kostenfunktion auf Abweichungen von den geschätzten
Zuständen mit angestrebten Werten basiert und die angestrebten Ziele Stabilität und Präzision einschließen.

12. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 7 bis 11, wobei Schritt (e) ferner enthält:

Steuern des Navigationssystems dergestalt, dass es größeren Verlass auf die Navigationsergebnisse oder
Sensormessungen setzt, um die Navigationslösung zu bestimmen, und zwar in Reaktion darauf, dass die
Ortsbestimmungs- oder Satellitensignale eine signalbeeinträchtigende Umgebung durchlaufen oder nicht ver-
fügbar sind; und/oder
Steuern des Navigationssystems dergestalt, dass es größeren Verlass auf die Schätzwerte setzt, um die Na-
vigationslösung zu bestimmen, und zwar in Reaktion darauf, dass die Ortsbestimmungs- oder Satellitensignale
verfügbar sind.

Revendications

1. Système de navigation (10) comprenant:

- un récepteur (20), comprenant un récepteur GPS, permettant de recevoir des signaux de localisation, com-
prenant en particulier des signaux satellites, de corréler lesdits signaux reçus avec des signaux générés afin
de suivre lesdits signaux de localisation et de produire des composantes de signal en se basant sur ladite
corrélation;
- une pluralité de capteurs (50, 60) permettant de fournir des mesures de capteur se rapportant audit système
de navigation (10); et
- une unité de navigation (30) permettant de commander ledit récepteur (20) afin de suivre lesdits signaux de
localisation et de produire une solution de navigation en se basant sur lesdites mesures de capteur et lesdites
composantes de signal, dans lequel ladite unité de navigation comprend un processeur comprenant:

un module de filtre étendu (42, 44) permettant de déterminer des estimées d’informations de navigation
en se basant sur au moins lesdites composantes de signal et mesures desdits capteurs (50, 60);
un module de navigation (46) permettant de déterminer des résultats de navigation en se basant sur lesdites
mesures de capteur et d’appliquer lesdites estimées auxdits résultats de navigation déterminés afin de
produire ladite solution de navigation;

dans lequel le processeur dans ladite unité de navigation (30) est en outre caractérisé par:

un module de compensation inertielle (48) permettant de recevoir des informations de solution de navigation
et de produire des réglages de compensation pour lesdites composantes de signal afin de compenser des
erreurs dans lesdites mesures de capteur dues à la gravité, dans lequel ledit module de compensation inertielle
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(48) comprend une fonction de transfert comprenant une pluralité de pôles se trouvant sur des axes réel et
imaginaire d’un plan complexe afin de limiter un taux de croissance d’erreur inertielle desdits capteurs (50, 60)
et dans lequel des grandeurs de distances à partir d’une origine dudit plan complexe pour lesdits pôles de ladite
fonction de transfert sont basées sur des rapports entre la gravité et un rayon de planète; et
un module de régulateur (49) permettant de recevoir des informations de solution de navigation et de produire
des réglages de commande pour lesdites composantes de signal afin de commander la fiabilité de ladite unité
de navigation sur lesdites estimées et lesdits résultats de navigation déterminés afin de déterminer ladite solution
de navigation, dans lequel ledit module de régulateur comprend:

un module d’observateur permettant d’estimer des états dudit système de navigation; et
un module de commande permettant de déterminer des valeurs de poids afin de minimiser une fonction
de coût associée à des objectifs souhaités et en se basant sur lesdits états estimés, dans lequel lesdits
réglages de commande sont produits en se basant sur lesdites valeurs de poids déterminées afin de
commander ladite unité de navigation;

dans lequel lesdits réglages de compensation et de commande sont appliqués auxdites composantes de signal
fournies à ladite unité de navigation (30) afin de commander une quantité de contribution desdites estimées et
desdits résultats de navigation déterminés à ladite solution de navigation, et des informations de solution de
navigation sont fournies audit récepteur (20) afin de commander la génération desdits signaux générés pour
suivre lesdits signaux de localisation.

2. Système (10) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel ledit module de filtre étendu comprend

- un module de pré-filtre (42) permettant de déterminer des estimées d’erreurs se rapportant à des informations
de pseudo-distance en se basant sur lesdites composantes de signal et lesdites estimées d’informations de
navigation; et/ou
- un module de filtre de navigation (44) permettant de produire lesdites estimées d’informations de navigation
en se basant sur lesdites erreurs estimées desdites informations de pseudo-distance, mesures de capteur et
informations de solution de navigation, dans lequel lesdites estimées d’informations de navigation comprennent
des erreurs se rapportant auxdits résultats de navigation, et en particulier ledit module de filtre de navigation
implémente un filtre de Kalman doté d’une matrice de dynamique de système dynamiquement réglable, et en
particulier ledit module de régulateur (49) règle dynamiquement la matrice de dynamique de système dudit filtre
de Kalman afin de réduire une fonction de coût.

3. Système (10) selon l’une des revendications précédentes, comprenant en outre une unité de mesure inertielle (50)
comprenant un ou plusieurs capteurs de ladite pluralité de capteurs, dans lequel lesdits capteurs au sein de ladite
unité de mesure inertielle (50) comprennent des capteurs inertiels et ledit module de navigation (46) détermine
lesdits résultats de navigation en se basant sur des mesures par lesdits capteurs inertiels.

4. Système (10) selon l’une des revendications précédentes, ladite fonction de coût étant basée sur des écarts desdits
états estimés par rapport à des valeurs souhaitées, et lesdits objectifs souhaités comprenant la stabilité et la précision.

5. Système (10) selon l’une des revendications précédentes, dans lequel ledit module de régulateur (49) commande
ladite unité de navigation (30) afin de placer davantage de fiabilité sur

- lesdits résultats de navigation ou mesures de capteur afin de déterminer ladite solution de navigation en
réponse à la traversée par lesdits signaux de localisation ou satellites d’un environnement difficile pour le signal
ou leur indisponibilité, et/ou
- lesdites estimées pour déterminer ladite solution de navigation en réponse à la disponibilité desdits signaux
de localisation ou satellites.

6. Système (10) selon l’une des revendications précédentes, dans lequel lesdits pôles de ladite fonction de transfert
se trouvent sur des axes réel et imaginaire d’un plan S complexe, et dans lequel une distance à partir de l’origine
pour les pôles sur l’axe réel est supérieure à la distance à partir de l’origine pour les pôles sur l’axe imaginaire, et
en particulier ladite fonction de transfert comprend deux pôles sur chacun des axes réel et imaginaire, et dans lequel
ladite distance à partir de l’origine pour lesdits pôles sur ledit axe réel est de deux fois ladite distance à partir de
l’origine pour lesdits pôles sur ledit axe imaginaire.
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7. Procédé de détermination d’une solution de navigation au sein d’un système de navigation (10) comprenant un
récepteur (20), comprenant un récepteur GPS, une pluralité de capteurs (50, 60) permettant de fournir des mesures
de capteur se rapportant audit système de navigation (10) et un processeur (40) permettant de commander ledit
récepteur (20) afin de suivre lesdits signaux de localisation et de produire ladite solution de navigation, ledit procédé
comprenant:

(a) la réception de signaux de localisation, la corrélation desdits signaux reçus avec des signaux générés afin
de suivre lesdits signaux de localisation et la production des composantes de signal en se basant sur ladite
corrélation;
(b) la détermination d’estimées d’informations de navigation en se basant sur au moins lesdites composantes
de signal et mesures desdits capteurs;
(c) la détermination de résultats de navigation en se basant sur lesdites mesures de capteur et l’application
desdites estimées auxdits résultats de navigation déterminés afin de produire ladite solution de navigation;
caractérisé par
(d) la production de réglages de compensation pour lesdites composantes de signal pour que la compensation
inertielle compense les erreurs dans lesdites mesures de capteur dues à la gravité, dans lequel ladite compen-
sation inertielle applique une fonction de transfert comprenant une pluralité de pôles se trouvant sur des axes
réel et imaginaire d’un plan complexe afin de limiter un taux de croissance d’erreur inertielle desdits capteurs,
et dans lequel des grandeurs de distances à partir d’une origine dudit plan complexe pour lesdits pôles de ladite
fonction de transfert sont basées sur des rapports de gravité entre la gravité et un rayon de planète;
(e) la production de réglages de commande pour lesdites composantes de signal en se basant sur des infor-
mations de solution de navigation afin de commander la fiabilité sur lesdites estimées et lesdits résultats de
navigation déterminés afin de déterminer ladite solution de navigation, dans lequel l’étape (e) comprend en outre:

(e.1) l’estimation d’états dudit système de navigation; et
(e.2) la détermination de valeurs de poids afin de minimiser une fonction de coût associée à des objectifs
souhaités et basés sur lesdits états estimés, dans lequel lesdits réglages de commande sont produits en
se basant sur lesdites valeurs de poids déterminées; et

(f) l’application desdits réglages de compensation et de commande auxdites composantes de signal afin de
commander une quantité de contribution desdites estimées et desdits résultats de navigation déterminés à
ladite solution de navigation et la fourniture d’informations de solution de navigation audit récepteur afin de
commander la génération desdits signaux générés pour suivre lesdits signaux de localisation.

8. Procédé selon la revendication 7, dans lequel l’étape (b) comprend en outre:

(b.1) la détermination d’estimées d’erreurs se rapportant à des informations de pseudo-distance en se basant
sur lesdites composantes de signal et lesdites estimées d’informations de navigation; et/ou
(b.2) la production desdites estimées d’informations de navigation en se basant sur lesdites erreurs estimées
desdites informations de pseudo-distance, mesures de capteur et informations de solution de navigation, dans
lequel lesdites estimées d’informations de navigation comprennent des erreurs se rapportant auxdits résultats
de navigation, et en particulier
(b.2.1) la production desdites estimées d’informations de navigation via un filtre de Kalman doté d’une matrice
de dynamique de système dynamiquement réglable, et en particulier le réglage dynamique de ladite matrice
de dynamique de système dudit filtre de Kalman afin de réduire la fonction de coût.

9. Procédé selon la revendication 7 ou 8, dans lequel l’étape (d) comprend en outre:

(d.1) la compensation d’erreurs dans lesdites mesures de capteur en employant ladite fonction de transfert
comprenant lesdits pôles se trouvant sur des axes réel et imaginaire d’un plan S complexe, dans lequel une
distance à partir de l’origine pour les pôles sur l’axe réel est supérieure à la distance à partir de l’origine pour
les pôles sur l’axe imaginaire, et en particulier ladite fonction de transfert comprend deux pôles sur chacun des
axes réel et imaginaire, et dans lequel ladite distance à partir de l’origine pour lesdits pôles sur ledit axe réel
est de deux fois ladite distance à partir de l’origine pour lesdits pôles sur ledit axe imaginaire.

10. Procédé selon l’une des revendications 7 à 9, dans lequel ladite solution de navigation comprend un ou plusieurs
paramètres de position, vitesse, orientation et temps.
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11. Procédé selon l’une des revendications 7 à 10, dans lequel ladite fonction de coût est basée sur des écarts desdits
états estimés par rapport aux valeurs souhaitées, et lesdits objectifs souhaités comprennent la stabilité et la précision.

12. Procédé selon l’une des revendications 7 à 11, dans lequel l’étape (e) comprend en outre:

la commande dudit système de navigation afin de placer davantage de fiabilité sur lesdits résultats de navigation
ou mesures de capteur pour déterminer ladite solution de navigation en réponse à la traversée par lesdits
signaux de localisation ou satellites d’un environnement difficile pour le signal ou leur indisponibilité; et/ou
la commande dudit système de navigation afin de placer davantage de fiabilité sur lesdites estimées pour
déterminer ladite solution de navigation en réponse à la disponibilité desdits signaux de localisation ou satellites.
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