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(54) Sliding bearing and method to perform service at the sliding bearing

(57) The invention relates to a sliding bearing and a
service method to perform a service at a sliding bearing.

A sliding bearing comprises a first bearing shell 1
and a second bearing shell 2 and a plurality of bearing

pads 3 arranged between first and the second bearing
shell. In addition the bearing comprises an opening 4 in
the first bearing shell 1, whereby the opening 4 is ar-
ranged in a way that the bearing pads 3 are visible
through the opening 4.
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Description

[0001] The invention relates to a sliding bearing and a
service method to perform a service at a sliding bearing.
[0002] A wind turbine transfers the energy of moving
air into electrical energy. The moving air accelerates the
rotor of the wind turbine. The rotation of the rotor is trans-
ferred to an electrical generator. The electrical generator
transforms the rotational energy into electrical energy.
[0003] In the last years the concept of a direct driven
wind turbine was established. In a direct driven wind tur-
bine the rotational energy of the rotor is transferred to
the generator directly without the use of a gearbox.
[0004] In a direct driven wind turbine the rotor of the
wind turbine is directly connected to the rotor of the elec-
trical generator. The chain of mechanically connected
parts leading from the rotor of the wind turbine to the rotor
of the generator is called the drive train of the wind tur-
bine.
[0005] To allow the rotational movement and to provide
the necessary stability of the rotating parts, the drive train
is mounted with at least one bearing. This bearing allows
the drive train to rotate. At the same time it provides the
necessary stability by supporting the radial and axial
loads and the bending moments present in the drive train.
[0006] WO 2011/003482 A2 describes a wind turbine
main bearing realized to bear a shaft of a wind turbine.
The bearing comprises a fluid bearing with a plurality of
bearing pads. To perform a service at this bearing and
to exchange the bearing pads, the bearing has to be tak-
en apart. The upper part of the outer bearing shell and
the side walls of outer bearing shell are removed to gain
access to the bearing pads. For the exchange of the bear-
ing pads the shaft of the wind turbine needs to be lifted
by help of a lifting arrangement. For this service a lot of
space needs to be provided in the nacelle of the wind
turbine. In addition the dismantling and assembling of
the bearing needs a long time. Thus the service of the
main bearing is very expensive and time extensive.
[0007] It is also known to dismantle the rotor of the
wind turbine by the use of a crane to get access to the
main bearing. Then the main bearing is disconnected
from the wind turbine and is lowered to the ground to
perform the necessary service and exchange the sliding
pads. The bearing is then again connected to the wind
turbine and the rotor is attached to the main bearing.
[0008] It is also known to perform service within the
wind turbine. The rotor of the wind turbine is fixed to the
nacelle to achieve a load-free bearing. The bearing shells
are then separated to gain access to the sliding pads to
examine and exchange them. After the service the bear-
ing needs to be assembled again. The bearing shells
need to be adjusted. This method also needs a big space
within the nacelle or the hub of the wind turbine to handle
the shell of the bearing. There is also the problem of dust
and foreign particles that can enter the open bearing dur-
ing the time of service and stay undetected in the bearing
when the service is finished and the bearing is closed

again.
[0009] The aim of the invention is therefore to provide
a method to perform service at a sliding bearing that is
easier to perform and to describe a bearing specialized
for this method of service.
[0010] The aim is reached by the features of the inde-
pendent claims. Preferred embodiments of the invention
are described in the dependent claims.
[0011] A sliding bearing comprises a first bearing shell
and a second bearing shell and a plurality of bearing pads
arranged between first and the second bearing shell. In
addition the bearing comprises an opening in the first
bearing shell, whereby the opening is arranged in a way
that the bearing pads are visible through the opening.
[0012] A sliding bearing comprises a plurality of bear-
ing pads. The bearing pads are arranged between the
first bearing shell and the second bearing shell. The bear-
ing pads are detachably attached to one of the bearing
shells and abut on the other bearing shell.
[0013] During operation of the bearing, the bearing
shells rotate in respect to each other. During operation
of the sliding bearing the bearing pads slide along the
surface of the other bearing shell.
[0014] The bearing pads experience a certain wear
due to the operation of the bearing. Thus the bearing
pads need to be controlled on a regular basis and need
to be exchanged during service of the bearing.
[0015] When the bearing pads are worn, the bearing
pads are replaced by new bearing pads during the serv-
ice.
[0016] To control or exchange the bearing pads of a
sliding bearing, the bearing needs to be opened to gain
access to the bearing pads.
[0017] The sliding bearing comprises an opening in
one of the bearing shells. The opening is positioned in
the bearing shell in a way that the bearing pads are visible
through the opening. Thus the bearing pads can be con-
trolled through the opening.
[0018] Thus the state of the wear of the bearing pads
can be controlled. Thus a decision on the exchange of
the bearing pads can be achieved.
[0019] When the bearing pads are visible through the
opening, also the state of the lubrication of the bearing
pads is visible. Thus also the state of the lubrication of
the bearing can be controlled through the opening.
[0020] Thus the service work can be planned in ad-
vance. Thus service is more effective. Thus service time
is saved. Thus service costs are saved.
[0021] The first bearing shell comprises an inner sur-
face that faces the second bearing shell and an outer
surface that faces away from the second bearing shell.
The opening is a through hole leading from the outer
surface to the inner surface of the first bearing shell.
[0022] The opening is an opening in the first bearing
shell. The opening is a though hole reaching through the
first bearing shell. The opening is reaching through the
first bearing shell in a way that the bearing pads are visible
from outside of the bearing.

1 2 



EP 2 711 568 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0023] Thus the bearing pads are visible trough the
opening from outside of the bearing. Thus the bearing
does not need to be opened to see and control the bearing
pads.
[0024] At least one bearing pad is exchangeable and
the opening is arranged in a way that the bearing pad is
exchangeable through the opening.
[0025] Bearing pads in a sliding bearing experience a
certain wear during the operation of the bearing. To in-
crease the life-time of the bearing, the bearing pads need
to be exchanged. This exchange can be done during a
service at the bearing.
[0026] A bearing pad is exchangeable through the
opening. The bearing pad is exchanged by another bear-
ing pad. Thus the bearing does not need to be opened
completely to exchange a bearing pad. Thus the adjust-
ment of the bearing shells is not changed. Thus the dan-
ger of foreign particles or dust entering the bearing is
minimized. Thus the danger of damage in the bearing
due to foreign particles and dust and the danger for an
increased wear are minimized.
[0027] For the service of larger sliding bearings usually
a crane is needed to lift the bearing shells or parts of the
bearing shells. When the bearing pads are exchanged
through an opening, no bearing shells need to be re-
moved. Thus no crane or heavy machinery is needed for
the service of the bearing pads.
[0028] The first bearing shell is the stationary part of
the bearing.
[0029] One of the bearing shells is the rotatable part
of the bearing. The other bearing shell is the stationary
part of the bearing. During operation the rotatable bearing
shell rotates in respect to the stationary bearing shell.
[0030] The opening is present in the first bearing shell,
which is the stationary bearing shell. Thus the opening
is constantly in the same spot. Thus the opening can be
planned to be at a place, which shows a good accessi-
bility during service. Thus the opening is easily accessi-
ble. Thus service work is performed quicker. Thus service
time is saved.
[0031] The opening in the first bearing shell is located
in an area of the bearing where there is a minimum of
load present in the bearing between the first bearing shell
and the second bearing shell.
[0032] Load is present in the bearing due to the mass
attached to the bearing and forces acting at the mass or
in the bearing. A bearing shows a certain load pattern,
reflecting the distribution of the load in the bearing.
[0033] At some places in the bearing, the load can be
high or constant. At other places in the bearing the load
can be low or variable.
[0034] The opening in the first bearing shell is arranged
in a place along the bearing with a low load present in
the bearing.
[0035] Thus fewer loads are present between the bear-
ing pads and the bearing shells at the place of the open-
ing. Thus the exchange of the bearing pads can be per-
formed easier. Thus less service time is used for the ex-

change of the bearing pads.
[0036] Thus less force is necessary for the exchange
of the bearing pads. Thus the risk of damages to the
bearing pads or the sliding surface of the bearing is min-
imized.
[0037] The second bearing shell is the rotating part of
the bearing and the bearing pads are connected to the
rotating part of the bearing while a surface of the first
bearing shell is used as a sliding surface for the bearing
pads.
[0038] The second bearing shell is rotatable in respect
to the first bearing shell. The bearing pads are detachable
attached to the second bearing shell and rotate together
with the second bearing shell in respect to the first bearing
shell.
[0039] Thus the bearing pads can be rotated in respect
to the opening in the first bearing shell.
[0040] A bearing pad is be controlled or exchanged.
The second bearing shell is rotated in respect to the open-
ing until another bearing pad is visible and exchangeable
through the opening in the firs bearing shell.
[0041] Thus a plurality of bearing pads that are ar-
ranged along the surface of the second bearing shell is
visible and exchangeable through the opening when the
bearing is rotatable.
[0042] The first bearing shell is the rotating part of the
bearing, and the second bearing shell is the stationary
part of the bearing. The bearing pads are connected to
the stationary part of the bearing, while a surface of the
rotatable part of the bearing is used as a sliding surface
for the bearing pads.
[0043] Thus the bearing pads are stationary together
with the stationary part of the bearing. The opening is
arranged in the rotatable bearing shell. Thus the rotatable
part of the bearing with the opening can be rotated in
respect to the bearing pads.
[0044] Thus the opening can be rotated to a certain
bearing pad that needs to be controlled or exchanged
through the opening. Thus a plurality of bearing pads
arranged at the stationary part of the bearing is visible
and exchangeable through the opening.
[0045] A cover plate is provided to close the opening
in the first bearing shell. The cover plate comprises a
surface that is prepared to be used as a sliding surface
and that fills at least a part of the opening in the sliding
surface of the first bearing shell. The surface of the cover
plate complements to the sliding surface of the bearing
shell, when the cover plate is in a closed position.
[0046] The opening can be closed by a cover plate.
Thus the risk of foreign particles or dust entering the bear-
ing is minimized. Thus the risk of damage in the bearing
due to foreign particles or dust is reduced.
[0047] The cover plate comprises an inner surface.
When the cover plate is arranged in the opening, the
inner surface complements the sliding surface of the
bearing shell. The cover plate is arranged in a way that
the inner surface of the cover plate is at the same level
then the sliding surface of the bearing shell. Thus the
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bearing pads can slide along the sliding surface and the
inner surface of the cover plate without experiencing a
step. Thus the wear of the bearing pads is reduced. Thus
the life-time of the bearing pads is increased.
[0048] The cover plate comprises a sealing that is ar-
ranged in a way that the sealing is in contact with the
cover plate and the first bearing shell when the cover
plate is in the closed position. The sealing at least partially
seals the gap between the first bearing shell and the cov-
er plate.
[0049] Thus the sealing closes the gap between the
cover plate and the bearing shell. Thus the entry of par-
ticles and dust is avoided or reduced. Also the lubricant
present in the bearing is hindered in leaving the bearing.
Thus the lubricant stays in the bearing and the lubrication
in the bearing is provided.
[0050] A bearing pad comprises a carrier body, which
is removably connected to a surface, and a liner that is
connected to the carrier body and provides a surface
capable to move along the sliding surface.
[0051] The bearing pad comprises at least a carrier
body and a liner. The carrier body is attached, preferably
detachably attached to the bearing shell. The liner is de-
tachably attached to the carrier body. The liner is subject
to wear.
[0052] Thus during service of the bearing only the liner
needs to be exchanged. Thus the carrier body stays in
the bearing. Thus the amount of material exchanges is
reduced. Thus the adjustment of the carrier body is not
touched, thus the carrier bode does not need to be ad-
justed again. Thus service time is saved.
[0053] The sliding bearing is a bearing in a wind tur-
bine.
[0054] The bearing is used as a bearing in a wind tur-
bine. This can be a yaw bearing, a blade pitch bearing
or a main bearing of the wind turbine.
[0055] Performing service at a bearing of a wind turbine
is difficult, because the space in the nacelle or the tower
is limited. Thus it is difficult to open the bearing for service
work.
[0056] The bearing in the wind turbine is a bearing with
an opening to control or exchange the bearing pads. Thus
the bearing does not have to be opened. Thus the space
needed is saved.
[0057] Only the cover plate needs to be moved from
the opening. Thus no heavy machinery or crane is need-
ed for the service of the bearing.
[0058] The sliding bearing is the main bearing in a di-
rect driven wind turbine.
[0059] Especially the main bearing of a wind turbine
experiences high loads. Thus the bearing pads need to
be controlled and/or exchanged regularly to increase the
life-time of the bearing and the wind turbine.
[0060] Through the opening the bearing pads can be
controlled and/or exchanged easily. Thus the life-time of
the bearing can be increased. Thus the energy produc-
tion of the wind turbine can be increased. Thus the costs
of energy can be lowered.

[0061] In addition service time is saved.
[0062] The condition of a bearing pad is observed
through the opening of the first bearing shell when service
is performed at the bearing.
[0063] Through the opening the bearing pads are con-
trolled during service at the bearing.
[0064] At least a part of a bearing pad is exchanged
through the opening in the first bearing shell.
[0065] A bearing pad is exchanged during service
through the opening in the bearing shell. Thus the bearing
can stay mainly closed. Thus the possibility of dust and
foreign particles entering the bearing is reduced.
[0066] Thus no crane or heavy machinery is needed
for the service or the exchange of the bearing pads.
[0067] A liner of a bearing pad or a carrier body of a
bearing pad is exchanged through the opening in the first
bearing shell.
[0068] The bearing pads comprise a liner and a carrier
body. Thus the carrier body stays in the bearing and the
liner is exchanged. Thus the material exchanged is lim-
ited. Thus the weight of the material exchanged is re-
duced.
[0069] Thus the adjustment of the carrier body stays
untouched. Thus the carrier body does not need to be
adjusted again during service.
[0070] The invention is shown in more detail by the
help of figures. The figures show a preferred configura-
tion and do not limit the scope of the invention.

FIG 1 shows a sliding bearing with an opening.

FIG 2 shows the bearing pads that are visible through
the opening.

FIG 3 shows that one bearing pad is removed.

FIG 4 shows the exchange of liners through the open-
ing.

FIG 5 shows an opening with a cover plate.

FIG 6 shows the exchange of the bearing pads.

[0071] FIG 1 shows a sliding bearing with an opening.
[0072] FIG 1 shows a cut through a sliding bearing of
a hub 10 of a wind turbine. The bearing comprises a first
bearing shell 1 and a second bearing shell 2. The second
bearing shell 2 is attached to the hub 10 of the wind tur-
bine. The second bearing shell 2 is rotating together with
the hub 10 of the wind turbine and is therefore the rotat-
able part of the bearing.
[0073] The first bearing shell 1 is attached to the sta-
tionary part of the wind turbine (not shown) and is there-
fore the stationary part of the bearing.
[0074] A number of bearing pads 3 is arranged be-
tween the first bearing shell 1 and the second bearing
shell 2.
[0075] The first bearing shell 1 comprises an opening
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4. The bearing pads 3 are visible through the opening 4.
[0076] The position of the opening 4 is in a place with
a good accessibility during service of the wind turbine for
example. The position of the opening 4 can also be cho-
sen to be in an area along the bearing where the loads
present in the bearing are low.
[0077] The bearing pads 3 are visible through the
opening 4 and can also be exchanged through the open-
ing 4. The bearing pads 3 are detachably attached to the
second bearing shell 2. The rotatable part of the bearing,
the second bearing shell 2, can be rotated in respect to
the first bearing shell 1. Thus all bearing pads 3 present
in the bearing can be seen through the opening 4 and
can be exchanged.
[0078] FIG 2 shows the bearing pads that are visible
through the opening.
[0079] FIG 2 shows a detail of the bearing. The opening
4 is visible in the first bearing shell 1. Through the opening
4 the bearing pads 3 are visible. The second bearing
shell 2 is also visible between the bearing pads 3.
[0080] The bearing pads 3 can be exchanged through
the opening 4.
[0081] The bearing pads 3 comprise a pad carrier 8
and a liner 9. The liner 9 can easily be exchanged through
the opening and replaced by a new liner 9. Also the pad
carrier 8 can be exchanged through the opening 4.
[0082] FIG 3 shows that one bearing pad is removed.
[0083] FIG 3 shows the same detail as FIG 2. In FIG
3 the upper bearing pad is removed. The second bearing
shell 2 is visible through the opening 4.
[0084] The liners 9 and the pad carriers 8 of the bearing
pads 3 are visible.
[0085] FIG 4 shows the exchange of liners through the
opening.
[0086] FIG 4 shows the opening 4 in the first bearing
shell 1. The upper bearing pad is removed.
[0087] A bearing pad 3 comprises a pad carrier 8 and
a liner 9.
[0088] The liners 9 are separated from the pad carriers
8 and are pulled out of the bearing through the opening
4. Thus the liners 9 can be replaced during service.
[0089] After a liner 9 of a bearing pad 3 is replaced,
the rotatable part of the bearing, the second bearing shell
2, is rotated. The second bearing shell 2 is rotated as far,
that the next bearing pad 3 is visible through the opening
4. The next bearing pad 3 can then be exchanged.
[0090] FIG 5 shows an opening with a cover plate.
[0091] FIG 5 shows the first bearing shell 1 of the bear-
ing. The opening is covered by a cover plate 7.
[0092] FIG 6 shows the exchange of the bearing pads.
[0093] FIG 6 shows a perspective view of the bearing.
The first bearing shell 1 is the stationary part of the bear-
ing. The second bearing shell 2 is the rotatable part of
the bearing.
[0094] The cover plate 7 is removed from the first bear-
ing shell 1, so that the opening 4 is free and the bearing
pads 3 can be seen and exchanged through the opening
4.

[0095] The opening 4 is a through hole that reaches
from the inner surface 5 of the first bearing shell 1 to the
outer surface 6.
[0096] Three bearing pads 3 are visible. The bearing
pads 3 comprise a liner 9 and a pad carrier 8. The liners
9 can be separated from the pad carriers 8 and can thus
be exchanged separately.
[0097] Also the pad carriers 8 can be exchanged
through the opening 4. The pad carriers 8 are detachably
attached to the second bearing shell 2. The second bear-
ing shell 2 can be rotated in respect to the first bearing
shell 1. So all bearing pads 3 present between the first
bearing shell 1 and the second bearing shell 2 can be
seen and exchanged through the opening 4.
[0098] The opening 4 is closed by the cover plate 7
during the normal operation of the bearing. Thus the bear-
ing is tight in relation to dust and lubrication. The cover
plate 7 has a sealing that is present between the cover
plate 7 and the rim of the opening 4.
[0099] When the cover plate 7 is placed to close the
opening 4, a part of the surface of the cover plate 7 is
used as a sliding surface for the bearing pads 3. The
surface of the cover plate 7 complements the sliding sur-
face of the first bearing shell 1.

Claims

1. Sliding bearing, comprising

- a first bearing shell (1) and a second bearing
shell (2) and a plurality of bearing pads (3) ar-
ranged between first and the second bearing
shell,
- an opening (4) in the first bearing shell,
- whereby the opening (4) is arranged in a way
that the bearing pads (3) are visible through the
opening (4).

2. Sliding bearing according to claim 1,

- wherein the first bearing shell (1) comprises an
inner surface (5) that faces the second bearing
shell (2) and an outer surface (6) that faces away
from the second bearing shell (2),
- wherein the opening (4) is a through hole lead-
ing from the outer surface (5) to the inner surface
(6) of the first bearing shell (1).

3. Sliding bearing according to claim 1 or 2, wherein at
least one bearing pad (3) is exchangeable, and the
opening (4) is arranged in a way that the bearing pad
(3) is exchangeable through the opening (4).

4. Sliding bearing according to one of the preceding
claims, whereby the first bearing shell (1) is the sta-
tionary part of the bearing.
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5. Sliding bearing according to claim 4, whereby the
opening (4) in the first bearing shell (1) is located in
an area of the bearing where there is a minimum of
load present in the bearing between the first bearing
shell (1) and the second bearing shell (2).

6. Sliding bearing according to claim 4 to 5, whereby
the second bearing shell (1) is the rotating part of
the bearing and the bearing pads (3) are connected
to the rotating part of the bearing while a surface of
the first bearing shell (1) is used as a sliding surface
for the bearing pads (3).

7. Sliding bearing according to claim 1 to 3,

- whereby the first bearing shell (1) is the rotating
part of the bearing, and the second bearing shell
(2) is the stationary part of the bearing and
- whereby the bearing pads (3) are connected
to the stationary part of the bearing, while a sur-
face of the rotatable part of the bearing is used
as a sliding surface for the bearing pads (3).

8. Sliding bearing according to one of the preceding
claims,

- whereby a cover plate (7) is provided to close
the opening (4) in the first bearing shell (1),
- whereby the cover plate (7) comprises a sur-
face that is prepared to be used as a sliding sur-
face and that fills at least a part of the opening
(4) in the sliding surface of the first bearing shell
(1) and complements to the sliding surface of
the bearing shell, when the cover plate (7) is in
a closed position.

9. Sliding bearing according to claim 7 or 8, whereby
the cover plate (7) comprises a sealing that is ar-
ranged in a way that the sealing is in contact with
the cover plate (7) and the first bearing shell (1) when
the cover plate (7) is in the closed position, so that
the sealing at least partially seals the gap between
the first bearing shell (1) and the cover plate (7).

10. Sliding bearing according to one of the preceding
claims, whereby a bearing pad (3) comprises a car-
rier body (8), which is removably connected to a sur-
face, and a liner (9) that is connected to the carrier
body (8) and provides a surface capable to move
along the sliding surface.

11. Sliding bearing according to one of the preceding
claims, whereby the sliding bearing is a bearing in a
wind turbine.

12. Sliding bearing according to one of the preceding
claims, whereby the sliding bearing is the main bear-
ing in a direct driven wind turbine.

13. Method the perform service in a sliding bearing ac-
cording to one of the preceding claims, comprising
the steps of observing the bearing pad (3) by a visual
control through the opening (4) of the first bearing
shell (1).

14. Method according to claim 13, comprising the step
of exchanging at least a part of a bearing pad (3)
through the opening (4) in the first bearing shell (1).

15. Method according to claim 13 or 14, comprising the
step of exchanging a liner (9) of a bearing pad (3) or
a carrier body (8) of a bearing pad (3) through the
opening (4) in the first bearing shell (1).
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