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Description

[0001] The invention relates to gas injection systems,
particularly of methane, for internal combustion en-
gines, for the type comprising:

- a plurality of electromagnetically controlled injec-
tors, associated to the various cylinders in the en-
gine,

- a distributing manifold or rail communicating with
said injectors,

- a feeding reservoir of the distributing manifold
where pressurised gas is accumulated,

- a pressure regulating valve interposed in the con-
nection between the reservoir and said distribution
manifold,

- an electronic control unit set up to control the injec-
tors and to control the opening time to meter the
amount of gas injected in each cylinder according
to the operating conditions of the engine and,

- an on-off valve arranged on the output of the reser-
voir.

[0002] The on-off solenoid valve complies with stand-
ards in force and ensures the possibility of hermetically
closing the reservoir in any emergency condition, for ex-
ample in the case of an accident entailing leakage of
gas into the tubes located downstream to the reservoir.
[0003] The on-off valves used to date in systems of
the type specified above use a deformable metallic ma-
terial valve member, typically made of synthetic rubber,
with consequent problems of tightness when cold. The
use of plastic material valve members is consequently
not advantageous, because there is the risk of the ma-
terial forming the valve member being cut or sheared
consequent to the pressure with which it is pressed
against the corresponding valve seat, which again caus-
es problems of tightness.
[0004] The object of the invention is to realise an on-
off valve of the perfected type for use in gas injection
systems of the type described above, which guarantees
good tightness quality in all conditions of operation and
particularly at all operating temperatures.
[0005] To obtain this object, the invention relates to a
system of the type described in the preamble, charac-
terised in that said on-off valve comprises a metallic ma-
terial valve member, co-operating with a valve seat, also
made of metallic material, and a solenoid to recall the
valve member to an open condition against the action
of elastic means.
[0006] The use of the metal-to-metal contact of the
valve according to the invention ensures a fixed geom-
etry of the valve in all operative conditions and, partic-
ularly, and at any operating temperature and pressure
value.
[0007] In a practical embodiment of the invention, said
valve member presents a ball conformation and the co-
operating valve seat presents an impression defining an

annular portion of spherical surface formed in a tapered
portion of a gas outflow conduit.
[0008] According to an additional characteristic of the
invention, the valve member is recalled to the closed
condition by a spring tending to push it in the same di-
rection as the flow of gas from reservoir.
[0009] The impression forming the valve seat can be
obtained by coinage in the metallic side of said conduit
for by machining with a hard metal rotary tool.
[0010] The valve geometry can be predetermined so
that the valve also acts as a flow limiting valve for auto-
matically cutting off the flow of gas if the delivery tends
to increase over a certain value following a leak down-
stream to the reservoir, for example due to the breakage
of a tube caused by an accident. For this purpose, the
solenoid valve is suited to apply a force of attraction on
the valve member which is higher in a first phase, in or-
der to cause the detachment of the valve member from
its seat, and lower in a second subsequent phase to
keep the valve member open. During this phase, a flow
of gas exceeding a predetermined threshold is thus ca-
pable of overcoming the relatively low attraction of the
solenoid. Said result can be obtain by varying the power
current of the solenoid and/or by suitably shaping the
windings in the various areas of the solenoid.
[0011] Additional characteristics and advantages of
the invention will now be described, by the way of ex-
ample only, with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings wherein:

- figure 1 illustrates a diagram of a methane injection
system for internal combustion engine utilising an
on-off valve according to the invention,

- figure 2 shows a blown-up cross-sectional view of
a preferred embodiment of the valve according to
the invention, and

- figure 3 illustrates a blow-up on a detail in figure 2.

[0012] With reference to figure 1, numeral 1 generi-
cally indicates a methane electronic injection system for
an internal combustion engine. The system comprises
a plurality of electromagnetically controlled injectors (or
injection valves) 2 associated to the various cylinders in
the engine. The assembly details of the injectors 2 are
neither described nor illustrated herein, because the in-
jectors can be made in any way according to prior art
and because the details are not included in the object
of the invention. The injectors 2 receive the methane via
the respective lines 3 from a distributing manifold, or rail,
4. The distributing manifold 4 in turn receives the meth-
ane from a reservoir 5 where the high pressure methane
is accumulated (e.g. at a pressure in the order of 200
bars). The control solenoids of the injectors 2 are con-
trolled by an electronic control unit 6 on the basis of the
signals S1, S2, ..., Sn, indicative of the various parame-
ters of operation of the engine, including the position of
the accelerator pedal, the speed of revolution of the en-
gine, the ambient temperature, the altitude, etc. A pres-
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sure regulating valve 7, which is also controlled by the
control unit 6, is interposed in the connection between
the reservoir 5 and the distributing manifold 7. The con-
trol unit 6 also receives the signals output by the pres-
sure sensors 8, 9 indicative of the pressure existing in
the distributing manifold 4 and in the line 10 connecting
the reservoir 5 to the pressure regulating valve 7, re-
spectively. The latter reduces the pressure of the gas to
the existing value in the reservoir 5 to the value existing
in the manifold 4, which is connected to the valve 7 via
the line 11. The system illustrated in the drawing is the
object of prior Italian patent application
TO2000A001099 filed by the Applicant on 24 February
2000 and secret on the priority date of this application.
In this system, the pressure regulating device 7 is con-
trolled by the control unit 6 to vary the pressure of the
gas in the distribution manifold 4 according to the signals
output by the sensors 8, 9 to obtain a pressure value in
the distribution manifold which is predetermined accord-
ing to the operative parameters of the engine.
[0013] Despite that the example herein illustrated is
referred to the system previously proposed by the Ap-
plicant, it must be stressed that the invention is applica-
ble in general to any electronic gas injection system for
an internal combustion engine, and consequently to dif-
ferent systems from the one described in the Applicant's
present Patent Application.
[0014] Specifically, the system 1 also comprises a
second technique known per se, i.e. an on-off valve 12,
which is also controlled by the control unit 6 to entirely
cut off the output of the reservoir 5 in emergency condi-
tions.
[0015] Figure 2 illustrates a preferred form of embod-
iment of the valve 12 according to the invention. In this
example, the valve comprises a body 13 with an internal
cavity 14 for putting an input passage 15, intended to
be connected to the output of the reservoir (the flow of
gas of the valve is indicated by the arrows F) into com-
munication with an output passage 16, intended to be
connected to the tube 10 connected to the pressure reg-
ulating device 7.
[0016] A cylindrical piston 17 of metallic material with
a spherical surface end nose 18, forming the valve
member of the valve, is slidingly mounted in the cavity
14. The valve member 18, which is made of metallic ma-
terial (typically steel), co-operates with a valve seat also
made of steel, formed in a tapered portion 19 of a con-
duit putting the cavity 14 into communication with the
output passage 16.
[0017] As appears in the detail in figure 3, showing
the valve member 18 in the open position, the valve seat
co-operates with a valve member 18 comprising a re-
cess 20 defining an annular portion of spherical surface,
whose radius r is essentially equal to the radius r of the
spherical valve member 18.
[0018] The valve member 18 is pressed against the
seat of the valve 20 by a coil spring 21 operatively inter-
posed between the piston 17 and an end element 22,

which defines the input passage 15, presenting a cir-
cumferential groove acting as a seat for the solenoid 23
of the solenoid valve. When the solenoid 23 is ener-
gised, the piston 17 is pushed into contact with an end
surface 24 of the element 22 against the action of the
spring 21. In this condition, the input gas in the passage
15 flows in the output passage 16 through an axial hole
25 in the piston 17, from where several holes 26 lead
into a chamber 27, delimited by a piston 17 communi-
cating with the output passage 16.
[0019] In the example shown, the portion of the body
13 where the sliding cavity 14 of the piston 17 is formed
is made of a separate element 28, in which the output
passage 16 is also formed. The element 28 is withheld
against the element 22 by an annular lid 29, which is
screwed onto the element 22 so that the solenoid 23
remains locked in the circumferential groove of the ele-
ment 22 by the element 28. Obviously, the construction
details are herein provided by the way of a non-limiting
example and do not restrict the scope protection of the
invention.
[0020] As appears in the description above, the basic
concept of the invention is that of an on-off valve for an
electronic gas injection system, in which both the valve
member 18 and the co-operating valve seat 20 are
made of metallic material elements. The metal-to-metal
contact ensures the good quality of the tightness in any
operative condition, thanks to the stability of its geome-
try in any temperature and pressure value.
[0021] As illustrated above, the annular groove 20
forming the valve seat can be made by coinage or by
machining by means of a hard metal rotary tool.
[0022] Furthermore, as previously indicated, the
valve can be predisposed so that the solenoid 23 applies
an attraction force to the valve member 18 which is high-
er in a first interval of determined time to allow the de-
tachment of the valve member in its seat and lower dur-
ing a second phase only to keep the valve member
open. In this way, if the flow of gas through the open
valve exceeds a predetermined threshold valve, for ex-
ample due to leakage of the tubes downstream to the
valve, the geometry of the valve will generate a drop of
pressure through the passage 19 which overcomes the
attraction of the solenoid and causes the valve to close
again. In this way, the valve according to the invention
also acts as a flow limiting valve. This effect can be ob-
tained also because the spring 21 pushes the valve
member in the same direction of flow of the gas from the
reservoir.
[0023] Moreover, numerous changes can be imple-
mented to the construction and embodiments of the in-
vention herein envisaged without departing from the
scope of the present invention, as defined by the follow-
ing claims.
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Claims

1. Gas injection system, particularly of methane, for
internal combustion engine, comprising:

- a plurality of electromagnetically controlled in-
jectors (2), associated to the various cylinders
in the engine,

- a distributing manifold (4) or rail communicating
with said injectors (2),

- a feeding reservoir (5) of the distributing mani-
fold (4) where pressurised gas is accumulated,

- a pressure regulating valve (7) interposed in the
connection between the reservoir (5) and said
distribution manifold (4),

- an electronic control unit (6) set up to control
the injectors (2) and to control the opening time
to meter the amount of gas injected in each cyl-
inder according to the operating conditions of
the engine and,

an on-off valve (12) arranged on the output of
the reservoir, comprising a valve member (18), co-
operating with a valve seat (20) and a solenoid (23)
to recall the valve member (18) to an open condition
against the action of elastic means (21), character-
ised in that said valve member (18) is made of me-
tallic material and in that said valve seat (20) is
made in a metallic material body.

2. System according to claim 1, characterised in that
said valve member (18) presents a spherical con-
formation and the valve seat (20) co-operating
therewith consists of an impression defining an an-
nular portion of spherical surface, formed in a ta-
pered portion (19) of a gas outflow conduit.

3. System according to claim 1, characterised in that
said valve member (18) is recalled to the closed
condition by a spring (21) tending to push it in the
same direction as the flow of gas from reservoir.

4. System according to claim 1, characterised in that
said solenoid (23) is suited to apply a force of at-
traction on the valve member (18) which is higher
in a first phase of predetermined duration, in order
to cause the detachment of the valve member (18)
from its seat (20), and lower in a second subsequent
phase to keep the valve member (18) open, so that
in the case of excessive flow of gas due to leakage
in the tubes downstream with respect to the on-off
valve (12), the valve member will close and also act
as a flow limiting valve.

Patentansprüche

1. Einspritzsystem, insbesondere für Methan, für Ver-

brennungsmotoren mit:

- einer Mehrzahl von elektromagnetisch gesteu-
erten Injektoren (2), welche den verschiedenen
Zylindern in dem Motor zugeordnet sind,

- einem Verteiler (4) oder einer Verteilerschiene,
welcher mit den Injektoren (2) in Verbindung
steht,

- einem Zuführ-Reservoir (5) für den Verteiler
(4), wo unter Druck stehendes Gas gespeichert
wird,

- einem Druckregulierventil (7), das in Verbin-
dung zwischen dem Reservoir (5) und dem Ver-
teiler (4) angeordnet ist,

- einer elektronischen Steuereinheit (6), die ein-
gestellt ist, um die Injektoren (2) zu steuern und
um die Öffnungszeit so zu steuern, daß die
Gasmenge, die in jeden Zylinder eingespritzt
wird, entsprechend den Betriebszuständen des
Motors abgemessen ist, und

- einem Schaltventil (12), das an dem Auslaß
des Reservoirs angeordnet ist, mit einem Ven-
tilelement (18), das mit einem Ventilsitz (20) zu-
sammenwirkt, und einem Solenoid (23), um
das Ventilelement (18) gegen die Wirkung ei-
nes elastischen Mittels (21) in einen offenen
Zustand zurückzuziehen, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, daß das Ventilelement (18) aus ei-
nem metallischen Material besteht und daß der
Ventilsitz (20) in einem Körper aus einem me-
tallischen Material ausgebildet ist.

2. System nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, daß das Ventilelement (18) eine sphärische
Gestaltung aufweist und der Ventilsitz (20), der da-
mit zusammen wirkt, aus einer Vertiefung besteht,
welche einen ringförmigen Bereich einer sphäri-
schen Oberfläche definiert, die in einem geneigten
Bereich (19) einer Gasauslaßleitung ausgebildet
ist.

3. System nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, daß das Ventilelement (18) in den geschlosse-
nen Zustand durch eine Feder (21) gedrückt, wel-
che es in dieselbe Richtung drückt wie der Gas-
strom aus dem Reservoir.

4. System nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, daß der Solenoid (23) geeignet ist, eine Anzie-
hungskraft auf das Ventilelement (18) auszuüben,
die in einer ersten Phase von einer vorgegebenen
Dauer höher ist, um ein Lösen des Ventilelements
(18) von seinem Sitz (20) zu bewirken, und in einer
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anschließenden zweiten Phase niedriger ist, um
das Ventilelement (18) offenzuhalten, so daß in
dem Fall eines übermäßigen Gasstroms aufgrund
einer Leckage in den Rohren stromabwärts von
dem Schaltventil (12) das Ventilelement sich schlie-
ßen wird und auch als ein Strombegrenzungsventil
wirkt.

Revendications

1. Système d'injection de gaz, notamment de métha-
ne, pour des moteurs à combustion interne, com-
prenant:

- une pluralité d'injecteurs (2) à commande élec-
tromagnétique, associés aux différents cylin-
dres du moteur,

- un collecteur de distribution (4) ou un rail com-
muniquant avec lesdits injecteurs (2),

- un réservoir d'alimentation (5) du collecteur de
distribution (4), dans lequel du gaz comprimé
accumulé,

- une soupape de régulation de pression (7) in-
tercalé dans la liaison entre le réservoir (5) et
ledit collecteur de distribution (4),

- une unité de commande électronique (6) réali-
sée de manière à commander les injecteurs (2)
et commander la durée de fonctionnement pour
doser la quantité de gaz injectée dans chaque
cylindre conformément aux conditions de fonc-
tionnement du moteur, et

une soupape d'ouverture / fermeture (12) dis-
posée à la sortie du réservoir, comprenant un élé-
ment de soupape (18) qui coopère avec un siège
de soupape (20) et un électroaimant (23) pour ra-
mener l'élément de soupape (18) dans une condi-
tion ouverte à l'encontre de l'action de moyens élas-
tiques (21),

caractérisé en ce que ledit élément de sou-
pape (18) est formé d'un matériau métallique et en
ce que ledit siège de soupape (20) est formé dans
un corps constitué d'un matériau métallique.

2. Système selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en
ce que ledit élément de soupape (18) possède une
conformation sphérique et le siège de soupape (20)
coopérant avec cet élément de soupape est cons-
titué par une empreinte définissant une partie an-
nulaire d'une surface sphérique, formée dans une
partie de forme rétrécie (19) d'un conduit de sortie
de gaz.

3. Système selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en
ce que ledit élément de soupape (18) est rappelé
dans l'état fermé par un ressort (21) tendant à le
repousser dans la même direction que l'écoulement

du gaz provenant du réservoir.

4. Système selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en
ce que ledit électroaimant (23) convient pour appli-
quer une force d'attraction sur l'élément de soupape
(18) qui est supérieur dans une première phase
d'une durée prédéterminée, de manière à provo-
quer le détachement de l'élément de soupape (18)
à partir de son siège (20), et est abaissé, dans une
seconde phase ultérieure, pour maintenir l'élément
de soupape (18) ouvert de sorte que dans le cas
d'un écoulement de gaz excessif dû à une fuite dans
les tubes en aval de la soupape d'ouverture / fer-
meture (12), l'élément de soupape se ferme et agit
également en tant que soupape de limitation
d'écoulement.
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