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(54) System, method and computer program product for detecting tampering in a product

(57) A system for detecting tampering in a product
having a tamper-detector seal, including a secure ele-
ment configured to store a digital signature and a data
associated with the digital signature, transmit the digital
signature and the data associated with the digital signa-
ture in response to a request, detect tampering of the
tamper-detector seal, and modify the data associated

with the digital signature if tampering is detected. The
system further includes a seal validation device config-
ured to receive a public key associated with the product,
request the digital signature and the data associated with
the digital signature from the secure element, and vali-
date the digital signature utilizing the data associated with
the digital signature and the public key associated with
the product.
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Description

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] The present application claims the benefit of
U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/702,685, filed Sep-
tember 18, 2012 (Attorney Docket No. 3875.6210000),
which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

FIELD

[0002] Embodiments of the disclosure relate generally
to authentication. More specifically, embodiments of the
disclosure relate to a system, method, and computer pro-
gram product for authenticating a sealed product using
a digital signature.

BACKGROUND

[0003] To ensure authenticity of a product, a label or
mark is typically placed on the product or on a seal of the
product. For example, a label or mark may be placed on
the box/packaging of the product, a pallet used for deliv-
ery of the product, or the bottle/housing containing the
product, and such label may be placed such that the label
must be broken in order to access the product (for ex-
ample, a label printed on wrapping around the lid of a
bottle is configured to break when the lid is twisted or
otherwise lifted to open the bottle). In the alternative, or
in addition to a label or mark, a seal may be used, such
as a cork, bottle cap, lid, or any other sealing mechanism,
to ensure both authenticity and integrity of the product.
These techniques may not protect against sophisticated
forms of counterfeiting.
[0004] For example, a technique commonly used by
counterfeiters is to refill an original container (e.g., empty
medicine bottle) with counterfeit content (e.g., counterfeit
medicine), and sell the counterfeit product as if original.
This technique is also commonly used to counterfeit al-
coholic beverages. For example, the contents of an ex-
pensive bottle of wine may be replaced with a much
cheaper wine, the cork replaced, and the bottle resold.
Depending on the skill of the counterfeiter, it may be very
difficult to recognize that consumed content has been
replaced or compromised until the content is closely ex-
amined, used, which may be after the point of sale.
[0005] Detecting tampering is of special importance in
cases where the content itself cannot be marked, such
as in products in liquid form (e.g., alcoholic beverages),
and even more so where use of a counterfeit content may
lead to serious harm, such as in products like medicines
and food.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] According to an aspect, a device is provided for
detecting tampering with a product having a seal with a
tamper detection mechanism, comprising:

a data storage module configured to store a digital
signature associated with the product; and
a tamper detection module coupled to the data stor-
age module configured to detect tampering with the
seal and to modify the digital signature when tam-
pering is detected.

[0007] Advantageously, the data storage module is fur-
ther configured to store a set of data used to generate
the digital signature.
[0008] Advantageously, the tamper-detection module
is further configured to modify data used to generate the
digital signature when tampering is detected.
[0009] Advantageously, the set of data used to gener-
ate the digital signature includes identification data for
the product.
[0010] Advantageously, the set of data used to gener-
ate the digital signature includes a one-time password.
[0011] Advantageously, the device further comprises
a communications module configured to communicate
with an external authentication device.
[0012] Advantageously, the digital signature includes
a set of bits and wherein the tamper detection module is
configured to modify the value of a bit in the digital sig-
nature when tampering is detected.
[0013] Advantageously, the set of data used to gener-
ate the digital signature includes a set of bits and wherein
the tamper detection module is configured to modify the
value of a bit in the set of data when tampering is detect-
ed.
[0014] According to an aspect, a device is provided for
authenticating a product having a seal and a secure el-
ement, comprising:

a memory storing a public cryptographic key asso-
ciated with the product; and
a processor coupled to the memory, configured to:

retrieve a digital signature for the product from
the secure element,
obtain a set of data used to generate the digital
signature, and
authenticate the digital signature using the re-
trieved digital signature and the set of data used
to generate the digital signature.

[0015] Advantageously, the device further comprises
a communications module configured to obtain the public
key associated with the product from an external data-
base.
[0016] Advantageously, the processor is configured to
authenticate the digital signature by:

decrypting the received digital signature using the
public key to generate a decrypted hash value;
hashing the set of data to generate a validation hash
value; and
comparing the decrypted hash value to the validation
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hash value.

[0017] Advantageously, the processor is further con-
figured to provide an indication to a user of the device
whether authentication of the product was successful.
[0018] According to an aspect, a method is provided
for validating the authenticity of a product having a seal
coupled to a secure element comprising:

detecting, by a processor of the secure element, an
attempt to tamper with the seal; and
modifying, by the secure element, a stored digital
signature associated with the product when tamper-
ing is detected.

[0019] Advantageously, the method further comprises:

modifying, by the processor, a stored set of data used
to generate the digital signature when tampering is
detected.

[0020] Advantageously, the digital signature includes
a set of bits and wherein modifying a stored digital sig-
nature comprises modifying the value of a bit in the set
of bits. According to an aspect, a method, in an authen-
tication device, for validating the authenticity of a product
having a seal and a secure element comprises:

receiving a digital signature associated with the prod-
uct from the secure element;
obtaining a set of data used to generate the digital
signature;
decrypting, by a processor in the authentication de-
vice, the received digital signature;
hashing, by the processor in the authentication de-
vice, the set of data to generate a validation hash;
comparing the decrypted hash value to the validation
hash value; and
indicating that authenticate was successful when the
decrypted hash value matches the validation hash.

[0021] Advantageously, obtaining the set of data com-
prises:

obtaining the set of data from the secure element.

[0022] Advantageously, obtaining the set of data com-
prises:

obtaining the set of data from a bar code coupled to
the product.

[0023] Advantageously, the received digital signature
is encrypted using a private key associated with the prod-
uct and wherein decrypting the digital signature compris-
es decrypting the digital signature using a public key as-
sociated with the product.
[0024] Advantageously, the method further comprises:

retrieving the public key from an external database.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS/FIGURES

[0025] Exemplary embodiments are described with
reference to the accompanying drawings. In the draw-
ings, like reference numbers indicate identical or func-
tionally similar elements. Additionally, the left most digit
(s) of a reference number identifies the drawing in which
the reference number first appears.
[0026] FIG. 1 is a diagram of a system for detecting
tampering in a product, according to an exemplary em-
bodiment.
[0027] FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a secure element
for detecting tampering in a product, according to an ex-
emplary embodiment.
[0028] FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of a method for detect-
ing tampering in a product, according to an exemplary
embodiment.
[0029] FIG. 4 depicts an exemplary processing system
in which exemplary embodiments of the present disclo-
sure may be implemented.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0030] The following Detailed Description refers to ac-
companying drawings to illustrate various exemplary em-
bodiments. References in the Detailed Description to
"one exemplary embodiment," "an exemplary embodi-
ment," "an example exemplary embodiment," etc., indi-
cate that the exemplary embodiment described may in-
clude a particular feature, structure, or characteristic, but
every exemplary embodiment may not necessarily in-
clude the particular feature, structure, or characteristic.
Moreover, such phrases are not necessarily referring to
the same exemplary embodiment. Further, when a par-
ticular feature, structure, or characteristic is described in
connection with an exemplary embodiment, it is within
the knowledge of those skilled in the relevant art(s) to
affect such feature, structure, or characteristic in connec-
tion with other exemplary embodiments whether or not
explicitly described.
[0031] The various exemplary embodiments will so ful-
ly reveal the general nature of the disclosure that others
can, by applying knowledge of those skilled in relevant
art(s), readily modify and/or adapt for various applica-
tions such exemplary embodiments, without undue ex-
perimentation, without departing from the spirit and
scope of the disclosure. Therefore, such adaptations and
modifications are intended to be within the meaning and
plurality of equivalents of the exemplary embodiments
based upon the teaching and guidance presented herein.
It is to be understood that the phraseology or terminology
herein is for the purpose of description and not of limita-
tion, such that the terminology or phraseology of the
present specification is to be interpreted by those skilled
in relevant art(s) in light of the teachings herein.
[0032] Although a seal on a product may appear intact,

3 4 



EP 2 709 035 A2

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

and may even include the logo of the manufacturer, a
consumer may be concerned that the contents contained
therein are counterfeit. Methods and systems are de-
scribed to allow a consumer (or retailer) to authenticate
data stored with the product to provide assurance to a
consumer that the product is the original product from
the manufacturer.
[0033] FIG. 1 is a diagram of an exemplary environ-
ment 100 for authentication of a sealed product 105, ac-
cording to embodiments of the present disclosure. Envi-
ronment 100 may include a pharmacy where a consumer
wants to verify if medicine in a sealed bottle is the original,
i.e., not a counterfeit version. Alternatively, environment
100 may include a retail store where a consumer wants
to verify that contents of a bottle of alcohol are the original
contents. As would be appreciated by a person of ordi-
nary skill in the art, environment 100 may include any
retail store or location where products subject to coun-
terfeiting are sold.
[0034] Environment 100 includes a sealed product
105, an authentication device 110, a communication net-
work 150, a product manufacturer, and a certificate au-
thority 120. Sealed product 105 includes a seal 115 for
sealing the contents of sealed product 105. Seal 115 is
illustrated as a lid covering the opening of the product,
in which case, a lack of a seal, a tear, or puncture therein,
may indicate potential tampering. As would be appreci-
ated by a person of ordinary skill in the art, a seal may
be any component or components covering the opening
of a product. Additionally, or alternatively, seal 115 may
be a foil or paper label or the like covering the opening
of the product. Sealed product 105 further includes se-
cure element 130 for detecting attempts to tamper with
the contents of the packaging.
[0035] FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an exemplary se-
cure element 230, according to embodiments of the
present disclosure. Secure element 230 may be coupled
to seal 215 in a manner to detect attempts to break or
remove the original seal from the product. For example,
an electrically conductive wire may be integrated into seal
215 and connected at both ends to secure element 230.
Secure element 230 may be configured to detect an open
circuit indicative of a cut to the wire (such as would occur
when the original seal is broken or removed from the
product). In a further example, secure element 230 may
be coupled to a sensor within a pressurized portion of
the product container. Secure element 230 is further con-
figured to detect a change in pressure based on data
measured by the sensor, indicative of the container being
opened. As would be appreciated by a person of skill in
the art, other techniques to detect tampering may be used
in embodiments of the present disclosure.
[0036] In the exemplary embodiment, secure element
230 includes tamper detection module 232, data storage
module 234, and communication module 236. Data stor-
age module 234 is configured to store a digital signature
for the product. A digital signature is created by hashing
a set of data and encrypting the hashed data using a

cryptographic key, such as a private key. Data storage
module 234 may also store the data used to generate
the digital signature. In an embodiment, the set of data
used to generate the digital signature for the product may
include all or a portion of the serial number or other iden-
tifier of the product, a one-time password or timestamp,
the location of the manufacturer or packager, etc. The
digital signature may be generated during manufacture
or packaging of the product and stored in secure element
230.
[0037] Tamper detection module 232 is coupled to a
tamper detection mechanism integrated into the seal
(e.g., a wire) or into the product container (e.g., a sensor).
Tamper detection module 232 may include circuits and/or
processing elements to detect tampering or an attempt
to tamper with seal 215. Additionally, tamper detection
module 232 is configured to alter the digital signature or
the data used to generate the digital signature when an
attempt to tamper with the seal is detected. For example,
the digital signature is a string of bits. Tamper detection
module 232 may alter one or more of the digital signature
bits (e.g., change the values) when an attempt to tamper
with the seal is detected. When the data used to generate
the signature is also stored, tamper detection module
232 may additionally or alternatively modify one or more
of the data values stored in data storage 234.
[0038] In an exemplary embodiment, communication
module 236 includes circuits and/or processing elements
to communicate with an authentication device, such as
authentication device 110 illustrated in FIG. 1. For exam-
ple, secure elements and authentication device may
communicate via an RFID protocol. As would be appre-
ciated by a person of ordinary skill in the art, any wired
or wireless communication protocol can be used. Com-
munication module 236 may be further configured to re-
ceive a request from an authentication device, such as
authentication device 110 illustrated in FIG. 1, for authen-
tication data and to respond to the request by transmitting
the requested authentication data.
[0039] Returning to FIG. 1, secure element 130 com-
municates with an external authentication device 110.
Authentication device 110 may be a standalone device
or may be hardware and/or software included in a device,
such as a wireless phone, a personal computer, a tablet
computer, a PDA, or an application-specific device. Au-
thentication device 110 includes a communication mod-
ule 112 and an authentication module 114. Communica-
tion module 112 is configured to communicate with a cor-
responding communication module of a secure element
(such as communication module 236 illustrated in FIG.
2). Communication module 112 may communicate using
an RFID protocol and/or any wired or wireless commu-
nication protocol. Communication module 112 includes
circuits and/or processing elements to request data from
secure element 130 and to receive data from the secure
element 130.
[0040] Authentication module 114 is configured to au-
thenticate the digital signature received from secure el-

5 6 



EP 2 709 035 A2

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

ement 130. When authentication is initiated, authentica-
tion module 114 is configured to obtain the data neces-
sary to authenticate the digital signature. Authentication
module 114 may request the digital signature and the set
of data used to generate the digital signature from a se-
cure element coupled to the product. Alternatively, au-
thentication module 114 may request the digital signature
from a secure element and obtain the set of data used
to generate the digital signature through alternative meth-
ods. For example, some or all of the data may be obtained
from the product bar code or may be entered into the
authentication device in a conventional manner, such as
by use of a keyboard or a keypad. Authentication device
110 may therefore include an interface to an external bar
code reader or may include a bar code reader 116. Bar
code reader 116 (when present) includes circuits and/or
processing elements to read bar code identification in-
formation from the product being validated. The authen-
tication device receives the bar code data and parses
the received data to extract the data necessary to au-
thenticate the digital signature.
[0041] Authentication module 114 is further configured
to obtain a cryptographic key (e.g., the public key) for the
product. The cryptographic key may be stored in the au-
thentication device or may be obtained in real-time. For
example, device 110 may obtain the cryptographic key
from a certificate authority over a network. Seal authen-
tication device 110 may therefore include network inter-
face 118 to couple the authentication device to a com-
munication network such as the internet. The authenti-
cation device 110 may use portions of the product iden-
tification information (e.g., as obtained from a bar code)
to identify the certificate authority holding the keys from
the product.
[0042] FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of a method 300 for
determining the authenticity of a product, according to
embodiments of the present disclosure. The flowchart is
described with continued reference to the embodiments
of FIG. 1 and FIG 2. However, flowchart 300 is not limited
to those embodiments.
[0043] At block 305, a digital signature for a product is
generated using a set of data. The digital signature may
be generated by the manufacturer of the product, the
packager of the product, or by another entity in the dis-
tribution chain. In this step, the digital signature and/or
the set of data used to generate the digital signature is
stored in data storage module 234 of the secure element.
As described above, the digital signature is generated
by hashing data set of data using a hash algorithm (e.g.,
SHA) and encrypting the hashed data with a cryptograph-
ic key assigned to the entity generating the digital signa-
ture. The cryptographic key may be a portion of an asym-
metric key pair (e.g., a private key). The corresponding
portion of the asymmetric key pair (e.g., the public key)
may be stored in a certificate authority or other publicly
accessible database. The public key can be downloaded
and used by an authentication device to authenticate the
digital signature.

[0044] At block 310, secure element 130 detects an
attempt to tamper with the seal of the product. If an at-
tempt to tamper is detected, operation proceeds to block
315. If no tampering is detected, operation remains at
step 310.
[0045] In block 315, modifications to the digital signa-
ture and/or data used to generate the digital signature
stored in the secure element are made. For example, the
secure element may modify the value of one or more bits
in the digital signature and/or one or more bits in the data
used to generate the digital signature. Modification of ei-
ther the digital signature or the associated data will cause
authentication of the digital signature using the associ-
ated data to fail, and thus, indicate that seal 115 has been
tampered with.
[0046] At block 320, product authentication is initiated.
For example, a user may launch an application on the
authentication device (or device containing the authen-
tication device) to initiate the authentication process.
[0047] At block 325, the authentication device obtains
the information necessary to perform authentication of
the product. In this step, the authentication device re-
quests a digital signature for the product from the secure
element. The authentication device also obtains the set
of data used to generate the digital signature. This data
may also be requested from the secure element, ob-
tained by reading a bar code associated with the product,
and/or entered by the user of the authentication device.
Authentication device 110 also obtains the cryptographic
key (e.g., public key) needed to authenticate the digital
signature. The cryptographic key may be stored in the
authentication device or obtained from an external
source such as a certificate authority.
[0048] At block 330, authentication device 110 authen-
ticates the received digital signature. Specifically, au-
thentication device 110 hashes the set of data used to
generate the digital signature using the same hash func-
tion as was used to create the received digital signature.
The resulting hash value is referred to herein as the val-
idation hash. The authentication device also decrypts the
digital signature using the key corresponding to the key
used to generate the digital signature (e.g., the public
key). The result is a decrypted hash value. The authen-
tication device then compares the decrypted hash value
to the validation hash value. If the decrypted hash value
matches the validation hash value, operation proceeds
to step 340 where the authentication device 110 indicates
to the user that the digital signature is authentic and thus
the product has not been compromised. If, on the other
hand, decrypted hash value does not match the valida-
tion hash value, operation proceeds to step 345 where
the authentication device 110 indicates that the digital
signature is not authentic, and thus, the product may have
been compromised. The indication to the user may be a
visual indication and/or may be an audible indication.
[0049] Various aspects of the present disclosure can
be implemented by software, firmware, hardware, or a
combination thereof. FIG. 4 illustrates an exemplary
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processing system 400 in which exemplary embodi-
ments of the present disclosure, or portions thereof, can
be implemented as processor-executable code. For ex-
ample, the methods illustrated by flowchart 300 of FIG.
3, can be implemented in processing system 400. Vari-
ous embodiments of the disclosure are described in
terms of this example processing system 400. After read-
ing this description, it will become apparent to a person
of ordinary skill in the art how to implement the disclosure
using other processing systems and/or architectures.
[0050] Processing system 400 includes one or more
processors, such as processor 404. Processor 404 can
be a special purpose or a general purpose processor.
Processor 404 may be connected to a communication
infrastructure 406 (for example, a bus or network) for
communicating with other modules, such as communi-
cation module 412, which may provide radio frequency
identification communication to sealed product 105 illus-
trated in FIG. 1. Processing system 400 also includes a
main memory 408, such as a random access memory
(RAM), and may also include a secondary memory 410,
such as an EEPROM, which may be used for storing
processor-executable code and other data, such as a
digital signature, in a semi-permanent manner. Proces-
sor 404 reads from and/or writes to these memory units
in a well-known manner.
[0051] Such processor-executable code, when exe-
cuted, enable processing system 400 to implement ex-
emplary embodiments of the present disclosure as dis-
cussed herein. In particular, the processor-executable
programs, when executed, enable processor 404 to im-
plement the processes of the present disclosure, such
as the steps in the methods illustrated by flowchart 300
of FIG. 3, but also, functionality directed to a secure el-
ement, as discussed with respect to FIG. 1 and FIG. 2.

CONCLUSION

[0052] It is to be appreciated that the Detailed Descrip-
tion section, and not the Summary and Abstract sections,
is intended to be used to interpret the claims. The Sum-
mary and Abstract sections may set forth one or more
but not all exemplary embodiments of the disclosure as
contemplated by the inventor(s), and thus, are not intend-
ed to limit the disclosure and the appended claims in any
way.
[0053] The disclosure has been described above with
the aid of functional building blocks illustrating the imple-
mentation of specified functions and relationships there-
of. The boundaries of these functional building blocks
have been arbitrarily defined herein for the convenience
of the description. Alternate boundaries can be defined
so long as the specified functions and relationships there-
of are appropriately performed.
[0054] It will be apparent to those skilled in the relevant
art(s) that various changes in form and detail can be
made therein without departing from the spirit and scope
of the disclosure. Thus the disclosure should not be lim-

ited by any of the above-described exemplary embodi-
ments, but should be defined only in accordance with the
following claims and their equivalents.

Claims

1. A device for detecting tampering with a product hav-
ing a seal with a tamper detection mechanism, com-
prising:

a data storage module configured to store a dig-
ital signature associated with the product; and
a tamper detection module coupled to the data
storage module configured to detect tampering
with the seal and to modify the digital signature
when tampering is detected.

2. The device of claim 1, wherein the data storage mod-
ule is further configured to store a set of data used
to generate the digital signature.

3. The device of claim 1 or 2, wherein the tamper-de-
tection module is further configured to modify data
used to generate the digital signature when tamper-
ing is detected.

4. The device of any preceding claim, wherein the set
of data used to generate the digital signature in-
cludes identification data for the product.

5. The device of any preceding claim, wherein the set
of data used to generate the digital signature in-
cludes a one-time password.

6. The device of any preceding claim further comprising
a communications module configured to communi-
cate with an external authentication device.

7. The device of any preceding claim, wherein the dig-
ital signature includes a set of bits and wherein the
tamper detection module is configured to modify the
value of a bit in the digital signature when tampering
is detected.

8. The device of any preceding claim, wherein the set
of data used to generate the digital signature in-
cludes a set of bits and wherein the tamper detection
module is configured to modify the value of a bit in
the set of data when tampering is detected.

9. A device for authenticating a product having a seal
and a secure element, comprising:

a memory storing a public cryptographic key as-
sociated with the product; and
a processor coupled to the memory, configured
to:

9 10 
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retrieve a digital signature for the product
from the secure element,
obtain a set of data used to generate the
digital signature, and
authenticate the digital signature using the
retrieved digital signature and the set of data
used to generate the digital signature.

10. The device of claim 9 further comprising a commu-
nications module configured to obtain the public key
associated with the product from an external data-
base.

11. A method for validating the authenticity of a product
having a seal coupled to a secure element compris-
ing:

detecting, by a processor of the secure element,
an attempt to tamper with the seal.

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising:

modifying, by the secure element, a stored dig-
ital signature associated with the product when
tampering is detected.

13. The method of claim 12, further comprising:

modifying, by the processor, a stored set of data
used to generate the digital signature when tam-
pering is detected.

14. The method of claim 12 or 13, wherein the digital
signature includes a set of bits and wherein modify-
ing a stored digital signature comprises modifying
the value of a bit in the set of bits.

15. A method, in an authentication device, for validating
the authenticity of a product having a seal and a se-
cure element comprising:

receiving a digital signature associated with the
product from the secure element;
obtaining a set of data used to generate the dig-
ital signature;
decrypting, by a processor in the authentication
device, the received digital signature;
hashing, by the processor in the authentication
device, the set of data to generate a validation
hash;
comparing the decrypted hash value to the val-
idation hash value; and
indicating that authenticate was successful
when the decrypted hash value matches the val-
idation hash.
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