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Description

[0001] Embodiments of the present invention relate
generally to imaging techniques and more particularly to
computed tomography (CT) systems and methods for
improving image resolution.
[0002] Cardiac imaging is a critical function in clinical
applications. Characterization of myocardial motion en-
ables better understanding of the physiology of a heart
and early detection of cardiovascular diseases. Particu-
larly, cardiologists employ CT angiography (CTA) imag-
es to diagnose and characterize the extent of heart dis-
ease. Imaging the heart, however, is particularly chal-
lenging, as the heart is a moving object that rotates, trans-
lates and deforms non-rigidly in a three-dimensional (3D)
space. Conventional CT image reconstruction methods
generally assume that an object is stationary during data
acquisition. In cardiac imaging, application of the con-
ventional reconstruction methods may result in image
blurring and other motion artifacts in the reconstructed
images due to heart motion. The artifacts can severely
affect a diagnosis that uses these reconstructed images,
especially if the imaged features are small. For example,
plaques formed in coronary arteries are generally indic-
ative of a risk of a potential heart attack, but are difficult
to image due to their small size. Non-optimal reconstruc-
tion of such small features may result in incorrect diag-
nosis resulting in serious consequences. Therefore, an
ability to produce high-resolution images is critical to clin-
ical diagnosis.
[0003] Conventional imaging techniques employ brute
force approaches to mitigate effects of motion artifacts
in CT imaging. Some of these techniques include em-
ploying two X-ray tubes or detector pairs angularly offset
from each other, a heavier or higher power tube com-
bined with spinning a gantry faster, or combining data
from successive heart cycles. These techniques, how-
ever, incur considerable costs, are mechanically restric-
tive or rely on beat-to beat repeatability of cardiac motion
that is practically difficult to achieve. Another approach
utilized in present day scanners is the reconstruction of
images at multiple phases in an attempt to select a vol-
ume reconstructed at the quiescent phase of the heart.
However, the temporal resolution in currently available
CT scanners does not suffice for motion free cardiac im-
aging of all coronary segments at higher heart rates or
highly variable heart rates. Certain other techniques, not
commercially available but under investigation, relate to
model-based estimation requiring reconstructions of sev-
eral cardiac phases to estimate the motion. Such tech-
niques require longer X-ray exposure time and involve a
number of computational challenges.
[0004] The article by Verdú et al., "Active contours for
heart motion-compensated reconstruction in computed
tomography", 14TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON DIGITAL SIGNAL PROCESSING, SANTORINI,
GREECE 1-3 JULY 2002, vol. 2, July 2002, pages
1129-1132, discloses a method for estimating motion in

cardiac images using directional filtering on initially re-
constructed images, followed by active contour model
fitting and interpolation. The estimated motion is com-
pensated during final reconstruction.
[0005] It may therefore be desirable to develop an ef-
ficient technique to improve resolution of acquired CT
images by reducing motion induced blurring and other
motion artifacts. Additionally, there is a need for a low
cost technique that minimizes the amount of scan data
required for motion estimation, thereby minimizing dose
administered to a patient.
[0006] In accordance with certain aspects of the
present technique, an imaging system for producing
high-resolution images is described. To that end, the im-
aging system may include a data acquisition system
(DAS) for acquiring data corresponding to an initial im-
age. Further, the imaging system may also include an
image processor coupled to the DAS for reconstructing
a set of one or more initial images using the acquired
data. The DAS may identify one or more regions of in-
terest (ROIs) in the set of reconstructed initial images.
Typically, the ROIs may include at least a portion of the
object 22. Additionally, the DAS may apply at least a set
of filters to the identified ROIs to generate a sequence
of filtered images such that each filtered image in the
sequence of filtered images comprises data acquired
near a different reference point. Subsequently, the DAS
may estimate a motion path for each region of interest
based on one or more correspondences in the sequence
of filtered images.
[0007] In accordance with another aspect of the
present technique, a computed tomography (CT) imag-
ing system is disclosed. The CT system may include at
least one radiation source, for generating a conical beam
for imaging an object. To that end, the radiation source
and the object may move relative to each other around
a determined axis. Further, the CT system may include
a detector assembly coupled to the radiation source. Ad-
ditionally, the CT system may include a computing device
coupled to detector assembly for estimating motion of
the object. The computing device may further include one
or more image processors for performing one or more
motion estimation processes. These processes may in-
clude reconstructing a set of one or more initial images
using acquired data and identifying one or more regions
of interest in the set of reconstructed initial images. The
image processors may further apply at least a set of filters
to the identified regions of interest to generate a se-
quence of filtered images. It may be noted that each of
the filtered images in the sequence comprises data ac-
quired near a different reference point. Subsequently,
the image processors may estimate a motion path for
each region of interest based on one or more correspond-
ences in the sequence of filtered images.
[0008] In accordance with yet another aspect of the
present technique, a method for motion estimation is pre-
sented. The method includes reconstructing a set of one
or more initial images using acquired data and identifying
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one or more regions of interest in the set of reconstructed
initial images. Further, at least a set of filters may be
applied to the identified regions of interest to generate a
sequence of filtered images. Each filtered image in the
sequence may comprise data acquired near a different
reference point. Subsequently, a motion path for each
region of interest may be estimated based on one or more
correspondences in the sequence of filtered images.
[0009] In accordance with a further aspect of the
present technique, a method for compensating for esti-
mated motion is described. The method includes deter-
mining a time period during data acquisition correspond-
ing to a sector of a Fourier space. Further, a determined
motion vector corresponding to the determined time pe-
riod may be identified. Subsequently, the sector of the
Fourier space may be modulated based on the identified
motion vector to compensate for the identified motion.
[0010] Various features, aspects, and advantages of
the present invention will become better understood
when the following detailed description is read with ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings in which like char-
acters represent like parts throughout the drawings,
wherein:

FIG. 1 is a pictorial view of an exemplary CT imaging
system;

FIG. 2 is a block schematic diagram of the system
illustrated in FIG. 1, in accordance with aspects of
the present technique;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart depicting an exemplary method
for CT motion estimation, in accordance with aspects
of the present technique;

FIG. 4 is a pictorial view depicting orientation of se-
lected filters along a series of directions centered on
a critical direction described with reference to FIG 3;

FIG. 5 is a flowchart depicting an exemplary method
for applying a set of filters to the reconstructed image
for estimating a motion path of an object described
with reference to FIG 3;

FIG. 6 is a deformable string model connecting
across a plurality of images for estimating a motion
path of an object, in accordance with aspects of the
present technique.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart depicting an exemplary method
for CT motion compensation, in accordance with as-
pects of the present technique.

[0011] The following description presents a technique
for estimating and compensating for motion of an object
of interest in imaging applications. Particularly, embodi-
ments illustrated hereinafter disclose an imaging system,
a computed tomography (CT) system, and methods for

motion estimation and compensation in imaging applica-
tions. Although exemplary embodiments of the present
technique are described in the context of a CT system,
it will be appreciated that use of the present technique
for improving the temporal resolution of images in various
other imaging applications and systems is also contem-
plated. Some of these systems include dual source, two
detector CT systems, multi-source CT systems, multi-
detector systems, X-Ray systems, positron emission to-
mography (PET) scanners, single photon emission com-
puted tomography (SPECT) scanners, microscopes, dig-
ital cameras, charge coupled devices, or combinations
thereof. An exemplary environment that is suitable for
practicing various implementations of the present tech-
nique is discussed in the following sections with refer-
ence to FIGs. 1-2.
[0012] FIGs. 1 and 2 illustrate an exemplary imaging
system 10 for acquiring and processing image data. In
one embodiment, the imaging system 10 is a CT system
including a gantry 12. The gantry 12 may include at least
one X-ray radiation source 14 that projects a beam of X-
ray radiation 16 towards a detector array 18 positioned
on the opposite side of the gantry 12. By way of an ex-
ample, the X-ray beam 16 may be a fan beam, a cone
beam, or a parallel beam. Further, the detector array 18
may include a plurality of detector elements 20 that to-
gether sense the projected X-ray beam 16 that passes
through an object 22 such as a medical patient. Each
detector element 20 may produce an electrical signal that
represents the intensity of an impinging X-ray beam 16,
which may be used to estimate the attenuation of the X-
ray beam 16 as it passes through the object 22. In some
embodiments, the detector array 18 may be fabricated
in a multi-slice configuration for sensing the X-ray beam
16 passing through the object 22. In a multi-slice config-
uration, the detector array 18 includes a plurality of rows
of cells or detector elements 20 that may typically be
arranged in a parallel configuration for acquiring projec-
tion data.
[0013] Further, during a scan to acquire the projection
data, the gantry 12 and the components mounted thereon
may rotate about a center of rotation 24. However, in
certain embodiments where a projection angle relative
to the imaged object 22 varies as a function of time, the
mounted components may be configured to move along
a general curve rather than along a segment of a circle.
Typically, the projection data are collected for an angular
range of at least 180 degrees plus a fan angle of the X-
ray beam 16, where the timing of the data collection is
chosen to be close to a desired phase of the cardiac
cycle. In some embodiments, however, projection data
may be collected for an angular range that may be smaller
or greater than 180 degrees plus the fan angle of the X-
ray beam 16.
[0014] In accordance with aspects of the present tech-
nique, the rotation of the gantry 12 and the operation of
the X-ray source 14 for acquiring the desired projection
data may be governed by a control mechanism 26 of the
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system 10. In one embodiment, the control mechanism
26 may include an X-ray controller 28 that provides power
and timing signals to the X-ray source 14 and a gantry
motor controller 30 that controls the rotational speed and
position of the gantry 12. The control mechanism 26 may
also include a data acquisition system (DAS) 32 for sam-
pling analog data from the detector elements 20 and con-
verting the data to digital signals for subsequent process-
ing. The data sampled and digitized by the DAS 32 is
input to a computer 36. The computer 36 may store the
data in a mass storage 38 or in other storage media, such
as, a floppy disk drive, a compact disk-read/write (CD-
R/W) drive, or a Digital Versatile Disc (DVD) drive. The
other storage media may be used for reading and writing
the sampled and digitized data onto removable media
such as a floppy disk, a compact disk, or a DVD. These
devices and storage media, in one embodiment, are used
to transfer the acquired projection data from the system
10 to other devices that are communicatively coupled to
the computer 36 over a communications network for fur-
ther processing. Alternatively, the devices and storage
media may be used to input machine-readable instruc-
tions that are processed by the computer 36.
[0015] Further, the computer 36 may receive com-
mands and scanning parameters from an operator via
console 40 that may include a keyboard (not shown). In
addition, a display 42 may allow the operator to observe
object images and other data received from the computer
36. In some embodiments, the operator may use the con-
sole 40 to select a particular region of the object image
on the display 42 for further processing. By way of an
example, the operator may select a coronary artery seg-
ment from an image of a heart available on the display
40 for selectively applying a motion estimation or a motion
compensation technique. To that end, the computer 36
may also use operator supplied commands and param-
eters to provide control signals and information to the
DAS 32, the X-ray controller 28 and the gantry motor
controller 30. Additionally, the computer 36 may also op-
erate a conveyor system or a table motor controller 44
that, in turn, controls a conveyor system or a motorized
table 46 in order to appropriately position the object 22,
such as the patient, in the gantry 12. In a step-and-shoot
mode, for example, the table 46 may be held stationary
during the acquisition of at least part of the projection
data. In case of a helical scan, however, the table 46 may
be moved to move portions of the object 22 through a
gantry opening 48 while projection data is being collected
and the gantry 12 is rotating to provide a desired "helical
pitch." The helical pitch, as used herein, is a measure of
the amount of movement of table 46 per rotation of the
gantry 12.
[0016] Generally, a rate of rotation of the gantry 12 may
be adjusted based on the method of data acquisition. In
a single segment reconstruction for example, the rate of
rotation of the gantry 12 may be based on an acquired
electrocardiogram signal corresponding to the patient,
and may typically be set to a maximum possible value

corresponding to the scanner. In a multi-segment recon-
struction, however, the rate of rotation of the gantry 12
may be based on a desired cardiac cycle of the patient
or a measured average cardiac cycle rate. Particularly,
the DAS 32 may collect projection data from two or more
heart cycles such that the combined collected data cor-
responds to at least 180 degrees plus fan angle for the
desired cardiac phase. To that end, in different embodi-
ments, the projection data may be collected by employing
a helical scan, a step and shoot acquisition, one or more
segments of a circular scan, and so on. In further em-
bodiments, a detector wide enough to cover the whole
heart or organ of interest in one rotation may be employed
to acquire projection data from one or more heart cycles
for performing a single segment or a multi-segment re-
construction.
[0017] Accordingly, the DAS 32 may be used to acquire
the projection data corresponding to the object 22 for a
range of views. The DAS 32 may further acquire infor-
mation corresponding to a view angle of the radiation
source 14 at the time of acquisition of the projection data.
Alternatively, the gantry motor controller 30 may measure
a view angle of the radiation source 14 at the time of
acquisition of the projection data. Particularly, the ac-
quired information may facilitate a determination of which
components of the image are acquired at which instant
of time. Further, this acquired information may be utilized
to determine the source location at the particular instant
of time, and therefore determine the direction of the object
motion that can be best captured at the particular instant
of time and view angle.
[0018] In one embodiment, the computer 36 may re-
ceive the projection data and the source location infor-
mation from the DAS 32. The computer 36 may further
be configured to pre-process the object image to extract
information about the location of a structure of interest,
for example, a centerline of a coronary artery tree iden-
tified after processing the volume of images at a desired
cardiac phase. To that end, the computer 36 may include
an image processor 50, one or more subsystems, a spe-
cialized circuit, or one or more general purpose proces-
sors to perform the functions recited herein above along
with certain additional image processing steps. In one
embodiment, the processing steps may include: a "first
pass" (non motion compensated) reconstruction of one
or more image datasets, identification of one or more
regions of interest (ROIs), an estimation of object motion
within the identified ROIs and a compensation for the
estimated motion. The processing steps performed by
the computer 36 for reconstructing a high quality CT im-
age, in accordance with aspects of the present technique,
will be discussed in greater detail with reference to FIG. 3.
[0019] Turning to FIG. 3, a flowchart 300 depicting an
exemplary method for estimating motion of an object of
interest in an imaging system, such as the CT imaging
system 10 of FIG. 1, is illustrated. The method may be
described in a general context of computer executable
instructions that may be located in either or both of local
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and remote computer storage media, including memory
storage devices. Further, in FIG. 3 the method is illus-
trated as a collection of blocks in a logical flow graph,
which represents a sequence of operations that may be
implemented in hardware, software, or combinations
thereof. The various operations are depicted in the blocks
to illustrate the functions that are performed generally
during image data acquisition, image reconstruction and
motion estimation phases. In the context of software, the
blocks represent computer instructions that, when exe-
cuted by one or more image processors, perform the re-
cited operations. The order in which the method is de-
scribed is not intended to be construed as a limitation,
and any number of the described blocks may be com-
bined in any order to implement the method disclosed
herein, or an equivalent alternative method. Additionally,
individual blocks may be deleted from the method without
departing from the spirit and scope of the subject matter
described herein.
[0020] In accordance with aspects of the present tech-
nique, the following description provides an exemplary
method for estimating motion of an object or a structure
of interest. It may be noted that the embodiments dis-
closed herein are particularly suited for the motion esti-
mation and image reconstruction of a pseudo cylindrical
or a high-curvature structure such as the coronary artery.
As used herein, the term "high-curvature" implies that a
large fraction of view angles may be tangential to some
edge corresponding to the object of interest.
[0021] The method begins at step 302, where an initial
reconstruction of an image of the object using projection
data acquired in a particular cardiac phase is performed.
The projection data may be used to reconstruct one or
more two-dimensional (2D) images or three-dimensional
(3D) images corresponding to the object. Particularly, in
one embodiment, a pair of shifted images is reconstruct-
ed. In certain embodiments, the projection data may be
acquired from less than a full scan of data, thereby min-
imizing exposure of the object to radiation administered
during the scan. Typically, a half-scan may be employed
to acquire imaging data from an angular range of at least
180 degrees plus a fan angle of an X-ray tube. The ac-
quired imaging data may be used for reconstructing the
initial image using one or more reconstruction tech-
niques, such as but not limited to, a short-scanning tech-
nique, a half scanning technique, a Feldkamp-Davis-
Kress (FDK) reconstruction technique, tomography-like
reconstructions, iterative reconstructions, a reconstruc-
tion using optimally weighted over-scan data comprising
the fan angle of the X-ray beam (Butterfly reconstruction),
or combinations thereof.
[0022] Efficient location of the object of interest in the
one or more reconstructed images may be facilitated by
identifying one or more ROIs corresponding to the object
of interest at step 304. In one embodiment, identifying
the one or more ROIs includes generating a representa-
tion of a centerline path corresponding to at least a portion
of the object of interest, such as, the coronary artery. In

one embodiment, the centerline may be identified by us-
ing segmentation. Alternative embodiments, however,
may employ one or more non-segmentation techniques
for identifying the centerline. The non-segmentation
techniques rely on detecting one or more fundamental
properties that reflect how a modality images a contrast
medium inside a cylindrically shaped vessel. Further, a
specific signature of the vessel may be detected. In CT,
for example, a system point spread function of a scanner,
a spatial resolution, and the vessel size combine to form
a specific signature of the vessel. This signature may be
detected either by using a matched-filter based approach
or by using Eigen analysis based approach. The
matched-filter approach employs directional filters that
respond strongly to vessel patterns. The Eigen analysis
based approach uses an intrinsic shape of the intensity
iso-surfaces encoded in a second-order structure (the
Hessian) of image intensity. Typically, the Hessian may
be considered a good measure of a shape of a structure
of interest, such as, the centerline of the coronary artery.
[0023] Implementation of one or more of these ap-
proaches identifies a centerline that corresponds to a set
of coordinate positions that define the coronary artery
centerline including branch points. It may be noted that
the exemplary method works more efficiently for coronary
segments that have centerlines that intersect the axial
construction plane at a significant angle, for example,
more than 10-15 degrees. Coronary artery centerlines
that are nearly parallel to the axial construction plane,
and therefore orthogonal to the z-axis of a CT scanner,
typically have good temporal resolution as the centerlines
may be defined by a small segment of view angles. A
different reference phase may, therefore, be selected for
different positions along the centerline to ensure that
there are no temporal disconnects between coronary
segments whose centerlines intersect the axial construc-
tion plane at a significant angle and those segments
whose centerlines are parallel to the axial construction
plane. It may be noted, however, that selection of the
different reference phase may require different reference
positions along the centerlines for estimating the motion
of the structure of interest. Further, in some embodi-
ments, only regions at a determined distance from the
identified centerlines may be further analyzed for esti-
mating the motion of the object of interest. Such a focused
analysis along the centerlines mitigates processing of a
substantial amount of outlying data, thereby improving
computational efficiency. Accordingly, the identified cen-
terlines may be used to determine one or more ROIs
corresponding to the object of interest in the one or more
reconstructed images. Efficient identification of the cen-
terlines, however, may depend upon the quality of the
corresponding reconstructed images.
[0024] Selection of an appropriate reconstruction tech-
nique, therefore, is an important factor in generating a
high quality image with good temporal resolution, partic-
ularly in case of CT imaging systems. Conventional re-
construction techniques typically employ a smooth view
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weighting function, such as a Parker weight, to minimize
image artifacts. The weighting helps to properly handle
data redundancy from a short scan trajectory. In partic-
ular, for rays going through the same location and at the
same angle, at the start and at the end of the short scan,
a suitable weighted average of corresponding attenua-
tion values may be used. Although these rays may cor-
respond to substantially the same line integrals, the data
may be acquired at different points in time. Therefore, a
desired correlation between filling of a Fourier space and
an angular position of an associated source, such as the
radiation source 14 based on the acquired data may no
longer be valid. Typically, a valid correlation between the
Fourier space and the angular source position exists for
frequencies that correspond to the data acquired near
the middle of the short scan as there is no data redun-
dancy for such frequencies. However, data from view
angles near one end of the scan contribute to regions in
the Fourier space that are also filled in by view angles
acquired at a substantially different time, for example,
near the end of the scan. Use of such data acquired at
the end of the scan may introduce artifacts, thereby neg-
atively affecting motion estimation and motion compen-
sation processes.
[0025] Therefore, in one embodiment, the Butterfly re-
construction technique may be employed to generate two
reconstructions with minimal artifacts. One of the two re-
constructions may be weighted more heavily at the be-
ginning of the short scan, and the other may be weighted
more heavily at the end of the short scan. Optionally, the
Butterfly technique may also employ a Fourier domain
mask or a weighting function to reduce cone beam arti-
facts and minimize the contribution of data acquired at
views far from the center view. In one embodiment, the
Fourier domain mask may be selected such that the mask
value is "1" in two opposing quadrants of Fourier space
(2D) and "0" in the other two quadrants. Additionally, it
may be ensured that the selected mask is a smooth so
that there is no sharp transition from "0" to "1" at the
quadrant boundaries. Further, the two reconstructed im-
ages may be transformed into the Fourier domain and
the mask may be multiplied by one of the transformed
images. Moreover, the conjugate of the mask (1 minus
the mask) may be multiplied by the other transformed
image. The results of the two multiplication operations
may be added and then transformed back into an image
space. Therefore, the two reconstructions that employ
the Butterfly technique may require only minimal smooth-
ing of redundant data even at transition frequencies.
[0026] In other embodiments, two or more half-scan
reconstructions may be used to avoid ambiguity in the
acquired data at the start or end of the scan. In yet another
embodiment, a single half -scan may be used to acquire
data wherein redundant information from the start and
end locations of the scan may be used to estimate object
motion. Subsequently, the acquired data may be used
to reconstruct two shifted images. By way of an example,
a first image may be reconstructed using data acquired

from an angular space corresponding to 0 to 180 de-
grees. A second image may be reconstructed using data
acquired from an angular space that is offset by an angle
α from the angular space corresponding to the first im-
age. The second image, for example, may be recon-
structed using data acquired from the angular space cor-
responding to 60 to 240 degrees.
[0027] Subsequently, one or more ROIs may be iden-
tified from the one or more reconstructed images. Par-
ticularly, the ROIs may be identified in a vicinity of the
identified centerlines. The ROIs may correspond to struc-
tures such as a coronary artery, a coronary valve, a heart
chamber, the whole heart, or a lung nodule and so on.
In one embodiment, an operator of an imaging system
may select a particular ROI from the one or more recon-
structed images for further processing. By way of an ex-
ample, the operator may select a coronary artery from
an image of a heart available on a display device coupled
to a CT system or a post-processing workstation for mo-
tion estimation and compensation. To that end, the one
or more reconstructed images may be sent to a worksta-
tion or a computing device communicatively coupled to
the CT system for identifying the relevant ROIs. As pre-
viously noted, the identification of the relevant ROIs may
be achieved by employing segmentation or highlighting
with a matched-filter based approach, an Eigen analysis
based approach, and so on.
[0028] For facilitating efficient estimation of motion of
the identified ROIs, the one or more reconstructions may
subsequently be filtered with directional filters. Particu-
larly, a set of directional filters may be applied to the iden-
tified ROIs to generate a sequence of filtered images at
step 306. In one embodiment, substantially the same fil-
ter may be applied to the identified ROIs in the one or
more reconstructions. Further, in accordance with as-
pects of the present technique, each of the set of direc-
tional filters highlights information acquired near a differ-
ent reference point. In different embodiments, the refer-
ence point may correspond to a particular instant of time,
a view angle corresponding to a source location, or an
angular interval in the Fourier space. Accordingly, the
information may be acquired in a short time interval dur-
ing the scan and may correspond to a desired section of
a Fourier space.
[0029] In order to limit influence of data acquired at
substantially different instants of time, the data not cor-
responding to the desired section of the Fourier space
needs to be filtered out. Design of appropriate image fil-
ters is, thus, an important factor affecting the quality of
the final CT image. Therefore, filters are designed to have
Fourier transforms that are smooth and each filter may
be constrained to a certain pair of opposing sections in
the Fourier space. Particularly, the filters may be de-
signed such that they correspond to time intervals around
the instants in time that may be selected for analysis.
Alternatively, the filters may be designed such that they
correspond to angular intervals around angular source
positions that may be selected for analysis. In one em-
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bodiment, the selected angular intervals may correspond
to view angles that are shifted by 5-10 degrees.
[0030] Moreover, the filters may be aligned along one
or more desired directions in the Fourier space. In one
embodiment, each desired direction may correspond to
a plane containing a certain line "L" that is parallel to a
scanner axis and includes an identified ROI. Additionally,
the plane corresponding to the desired direction may in-
tersect a source trajectory at a determined number of
points, for example, at two points in case of a circular
trajectory. In one embodiment, a weighting function may
be implemented such that for planes in most orientations,
the ray acquired at one of the intersection points is as-
signed a higher weight and the ray acquired at the other
point is assigned a lower weight. A plane that is oriented
such that the two opposing views are equally weighted
may be considered as a critical plane. In accordance with
aspects of the present technique, the direction along an
intersection of the critical plane and an imaging surface
may be considered representative of a critical direction.
Accordingly, each filter may be oriented along a desired
direction centered on the critical direction.
[0031] FIG. 4 illustrates exemplary orientations of the
filters along the desired directions. As depicted in FIG.
4, each of the filters 402, 404 and 406 is generally con-
strained to lie in a conjugate pair of opposing sections in
Fourier space and in a band of Fourier space centered
at the origin. It may be noted that the central filter 404 is
aligned along the critical direction.
[0032] Additionally, while designing appropriate filters,
the impulse response to data corresponding to desired
sections of the Fourier space may be evaluated. Typical-
ly, the impulse response to data corresponding to only
one section of the Fourier space is spread out spatially
resulting in distant blurring. In one embodiment, filters
with compact spatial representations may be designed
to mitigate this blurring effect. In some embodiments, the
filter design may be performed by utilizing an optimization
procedure that uses a Fourier transform to switch be-
tween a spatial domain and a Fourier domain. Such an
optimization procedure appropriately adjusts a ratio be-
tween a spatial compactness constraint and a temporal
compactness constraint until a steady state is attained.
Based on application requirements, in some embodi-
ments, the ratio may be adjusted such that some filters
may have high angular compactness and a very short
time interval. In other embodiments, however, the ratio
may be adjusted such that the filters may be sensitive to
data acquired in a broader time interval but may have a
highly compact spatial representation, thereby producing
better image quality.
[0033] Further, in accordance with aspects of the
present technique, the filters may be designed in the Fou-
rier domain, a 2D domain, a 3D domain, a wavelet do-
main, a time-frequency domain, or a projection domain.
In some embodiments, the filters may also be designed
in the spatial domain as matched filters that are adapted
to features such as edges or round structures. The round

structures may correspond to a cross-section of coronary
arteries that are blurred along the direction of the rays
passing through the associated ROI at a particular instant
of time. The filters, thus designed and selected may be
applied to the one or more of reconstructed images to
generate a sequence of one or more filtered images with
better temporal resolution than the corresponding initially
reconstructed images.
[0034] Although the series of filters may repeat every
180 degrees, the generated sequence of filtered images
may represent more than the time it takes to acquire 180
degrees of data. This extension beyond 180 degrees may
be achieved by applying the filters to different images,
where each of the different images may be built from data
acquired during a unique angular range. In one embod-
iment, the sequence of filtered images may comprise a
first reconstruction filtered over the first half of the avail-
able angular range and a second reconstruction filtered
over the remaining of the angular range. In other embod-
iments, the sequence of filtered images may be obtained
from different combinations or weightings of the filtered
reconstructions. The sequence of filtered images, thus
obtained, may provide relevant information that may be
employed in the estimation of object motion. A method
for applying the selected filters to the one or more recon-
structed images to obtain relevant information for motion
estimation will be described in greater detail with refer-
ence to FIG. 5.
[0035] FIG. 5 illustrates a flowchart 500 depicting an
exemplary method for applying the directional filters to
the reconstructed images for estimating a motion path of
an object or a structure of interest as described with ref-
erence to FIG 3. At step 502, the smooth processing win-
dow may be applied to the ROI such that elements that
are positioned at a distance greater than a determined
distance from the object of interest are discarded. The
elements positioned farther than the determined distance
may be representative of outliers that distort computa-
tions relating to the motion estimation and compensation
processes, and therefore, may be filtered out by applying
the processing window. The size of the window is adapt-
ed to the size and the expected range of motion of the
ROI. It may be noted that the ROI may include at least a
portion of the object of interest. In one embodiment, the
directional filters may be applied at step 504 to images
generated by applying a smooth processing window cen-
tered on a selected ROI in the shifted reconstructed im-
ages.
[0036] In an alternative embodiment, however, the
smooth processing windows may not be employed. In-
stead, the directional filters may be applied directly to the
two reconstructed images. Each of the directional filters
may include a Fourier transform that is nearly constrained
to a narrow band of the Fourier space that is centered
on the ROI. In either case, a sequence of filtered images
that correspond to a subset of an angular range of the
projection data with better temporal resolution may be
generated. Particularly, one or more pairs of frames may
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be generated from the sequence of filtered images by
applying substantially the same filter to two different initial
reconstructions.
[0037] As previously noted, each filter may correspond
to a desired direction. Further, each desired direction
may be measured twice, thereby corresponding to two
instants of time. A correlation between the desired direc-
tion and the particular instant of time for obtaining data
corresponding to a ROI may be defined by a weighting
function. In one embodiment, the weighting function may
be based on information obtained from an electrocardi-
ogram signal corresponding to a patient. The weighting
function may be centered on an instant of time taken as
a reference point at which the heart is most stable. Based
on the knowledge of the reference point and the view
angle, the weighting function may help in determining a
correspondence between spatial frequencies in an im-
age and the corresponding view angles at which the spa-
tial frequencies are acquired. As the view angle is linear
with time, the weighting function may also determine the
time at which each spatial frequency is acquired by the
system. In one embodiment, the acquired spatial fre-
quency may then be used to identify relative displace-
ment of the ROI between one or more pairs of the filtered
images in the sequence of filtered images at step 506.
To that end, one or more pairs of frames from the se-
quence of filtered images may be selected.
[0038] Subsequently, motion vectors corresponding to
each ROI within the sequence of filtered images may be
estimated at step 508 for estimating the corresponding
motion. Particularly, the motion vectors are estimated
based on determined displacements of the identified ROI
in the sequence of filtered images from a particular ref-
erence point. Thus, the relative displacements of a por-
tion of the object of interest over a period of time may be
identified by analyzing the two frames in each selected
pair of frames.
[0039] Particularly, in one embodiment the location of
a bright spot corresponding to the portion of the object
of interest in the sequence of filtered images may be iden-
tified. It may be noted that if the object of interest moves
during data acquisition, the bright spot in the sequence
of filtered images is also displaced. Accordingly, the iden-
tified relative displacements of the bright spot in the se-
quence of filtered images provides an initial estimate of
a position of the portion of the object of interest at a par-
ticular instant of time.
[0040] In one embodiment, a deformable model com-
prising nodes corresponding to a location of the structure
of interest in the sequence of filtered images may be em-
ployed for motion estimation. The nodes across all the
images may be connected sequentially to form a string
such that the node on one image may be connected to
the node on a previous image and to a node on a sub-
sequent image. FIG. 6 shows a string connecting a se-
quence of five images. The string is subsequently de-
formed under a set of internal and external forces such
that each node aligns itself along the location of the object

of interest in the corresponding image. The external forc-
es may be used in the string model to attract each node
to the locally brightest spot. In one embodiment, this ex-
ternal force may correspond to image intensity. The in-
ternal forces, however, may be used to control the
stretching, bending and drift of the string to keep nodes
in the string from wandering towards disparate spots. In
some embodiments, these internal forces may drive ad-
jacent nodes towards regions with locally similar appear-
ance. To that end, a normalized correlation in small
neighborhoods around nodes from directionally adjacent
filtered images may be used to force nodes to settle on
corresponding regions of similar appearance. It may be
noted that the use of normalized correlation eliminates
effects of varying contrast between filtered images from
adjacent directions.
[0041] Upon combining the internal and external forc-
es, an objective function corresponding to the deformable
string model may be formulated. The string objective
function may be solved to for estimating object motion
by using a variety of local and global optimization meth-
ods, such as gradient descent, simulated annealing, and
so on. In one embodiment, a discrete optimization ap-
proach that leverages the construction of an objective
function corresponding to motion estimation parameters
and motion tolerances may be employed to estimate the
motion path. In another embodiment, a user could inter-
actively determine a motion path.
[0042] Referring again to FIG. 3 now, at step 308, a
motion path corresponding to the ROI based on one or
more correspondences in the sequence of filtered imag-
es may be determined. In one embodiment, differences
in corresponding parameters in two or more filtered im-
ages in the sequence of filtered images may be deter-
mined. In one embodiment, the corresponding parame-
ters may include the location of the ROI estimated at a
particular instant of time and for a particular view angle.
In another embodiment, the initial estimates determined
at step 508 of FIG. 5 may be employed to provide an
estimation of the motion path of the ROI. In a further
embodiment, the motion path of the ROI may be estimat-
ed by using a model for the motion that encourages
smoothness, incorporates confidence information for
each component of each displacement based on direc-
tional properties of the filter, or combinations. The motion
estimation of the ROI may be further augmented by using
pair-wise cross-correlation of the directionally filtered im-
ages to estimate relative translation of at least the portion
of the object of interest included in the ROI during a 180
degree rotation. This type of relative translation is easy
to estimate because the same frequencies are acquired
at these two time points. Particularly, a simple cross cor-
relation between the two images may be employed to
estimate the motion between the two time points.
[0043] With returning reference to FIG. 5, the estimat-
ed motion path may be optimized by implementing an
optimization procedure at step 510 to determine a final
motion path corresponding to the ROI. In accordance

13 14 



EP 2 357 613 B1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

with aspects of the present technique, the optimization
procedure may be based on physics based constraints
and a priori knowledge about the motion and the direc-
tions that are more susceptible to errors during data ac-
quisition. Accordingly, a smooth function such as a low
order polynomial or a Fourier series may be imposed on
the estimated motion paths while optimizing motion of
physical objects. Further optimization may be achieved
by using the a priori knowledge to correct object motion.
In one embodiment, the α priori knowledge may include
knowledge of the corresponding reference point such as
source position at a particular instant of time and knowl-
edge of directions along which significant blurring may
be experienced. For example, the blurring may be strong-
est in a direction parallel to rays acquired at a time that
is being highlighted by the filter. The optimization proce-
dure, therefore, may use this knowledge for estimating
the motion of the structure of interest.
[0044] In one embodiment, the optimization procedure
may be performed, for example, using a regularized least
squares matrix. It may be noted that regularization of the
motion vectors may be done by implementing multiple
iterations to take advantage of mutual information from
adjacent image regions or z-slices. The regularization
may be implemented by smoothing and regularizing the
estimated motion vectors towards the previous set of vec-
tors in the following iteration. In alternative embodiments,
however, such an optimization may not be necessary.
This may apply to embodiments where more than one
radiation source is employed for acquiring data from a
plurality of directions. In such embodiments, the resultant
motion estimated image may exhibit comparatively good
temporal resolution without the application of the optimi-
zation procedure.
[0045] Optionally, the motion vectors estimated by the
exemplary motion estimation method described with ref-
erence to FIG. 3 may be input to a motion compensation
system for compensating for estimated motion. In one
embodiment, motion compensation may be carried out
in the Fourier space using properties of a Fourier trans-
form. An embodiment of a motion compensation tech-
nique, in accordance with aspects of the present tech-
nique, is discussed in greater detail with respect to FIG. 7.
[0046] Turning to FIG. 7, a flowchart 700 illustrates an
exemplary motion compensation technique. The method
begins at step 702 by determining the instant in time when
the projection direction relative to the object of interest
is orthogonal to a particular section in a Fourier space.
Further, at step 704, a motion vector corresponding to a
determined displacement of the object of interest from a
reference point in the determined instant in time is eval-
uated. In one embodiment, the motion vector is a com-
ponent of object motion that is orthogonal to the projec-
tion direction. Subsequently, the evaluated motion vector
along with dot product of a unit vector in the direction
corresponding to the particular section of the Fourier
space may be used to modulate the corresponding sec-
tion at step 706. Particularly, a complex exponential may

be used to modulate the Fourier representation of the
corresponding image upon movement of the object. Ac-
cordingly, a phase shift may be applied along one or more
sections of the Fourier space corresponding to small re-
gions of the image as object motion is fairly rigid in a
smaller region. The phase shift compensates for the es-
timated motion of each segment corresponding to the
phase shifted section of the Fourier space. The result of
motion compensation for each structure of interest may
then be blended into the original image to generate a
reconstructed image having substantially enhanced res-
olution. To that end, a plurality of motion compensated
images may be combined with other images by using
one or more masking techniques such as an image do-
main mask.
[0047] Here, it may be noted that while FIG. 3 depicts
an exemplary motion estimation method, FIG. 7 relates
to an exemplary motion compensation method that may
be used to greatly enhance the temporal resolution of
reconstructed CT images. In different embodiments, the
disclosed motion estimation and motion compensation
methods may be used together, or alternatively, or may
be used in conjunction with other methods for addressing
various imaging issues. The exemplary motion estima-
tion method, for example, may be combined with another
compensation technique, such as image reconstruction
using image-grid warping. Image-grid warping may in-
clude warping a reconstruction grid by utilizing the esti-
mated motion path before backprojecting the acquired
projection data. Similarly, a different motion estimation
technique may be combined with the exemplary motion
compensation method presented in FIG. 7 to generate
images with better temporal resolution.
[0048] Application of both of the exemplary motion es-
timation and motion compensation techniques generates
images with substantially improved resolution as these
techniques significantly reduce motion artifacts in the re-
constructed images. These reconstructed images may
be used to facilitate substantially accurate diagnosis, es-
pecially relating to heart diseases. Radiologists typically
use images of the entire coronary artery to diagnose a
stenosis or plaque. However, the image artifacts intro-
duced by conventional reconstruction methods may re-
sult in erroneous determination of artery diameter, and
therefore are seldom relied upon as the only means for
diagnosis. Therefore, it is important for the reconstructed
image to provide an accurate measure of the diameter
of the vessel. By way of example, in one reconstruction
that employed a conventional reconstruction technique,
the diameter of the coronary artery was determined to
be about 3.6 mm due to presence of artifacts. However,
upon applying the exemplary motion estimation and mo-
tion compensation methods the diameter of the coronary
artery was determined to be about 2.2 mm, thus providing
a 31 % improvement over conventional reconstructions.
Employing the disclosed techniques, thus, may help in
avoiding the need for expensive and invasive catheteri-
zation and other additional diagnostic procedures to fa-
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cilitate diagnosis.
[0049] The plurality of systems and methods disclosed
herein above, thus, provide an efficient technique for im-
proving temporal resolution of images by estimating ob-
ject motion and compensating for the estimated object
motion. The disclosed technique reduces motion induced
blurring, thereby enabling generation of high quality im-
ages that allow for better diagnosis. Further, the dis-
closed techniques estimate motion directly from a single
or a few reconstructed images or an image volume. Ad-
ditionally, in embodiments including multiple reconstruc-
tion phases, projection data is not used again beyond a
first reconstruction if both of the exemplary motion esti-
mation and compensation techniques are implemented
simultaneously. However, the projection data may be
used again in an embodiment, where it is desirable to
use the exemplary method only to estimate the motion
and subsequently use the estimated vectors in a second
pass motion compensated reconstruction. Furthermore,
substantial improvement in image resolution achieved
by implementing the disclosed techniques renders the
imaging systems as cost effective diagnostic tools.
[0050] While only certain features of the invention have
been illustrated and described herein, many modifica-
tions and changes will occur to those skilled in the art. It
is, therefore, to be understood that the appended claims
are intended to cover all such modifications and changes
as fall within the scope of the invention.

Claims

1. A method (300) for estimating motion of an object of
interest (22), comprising:

reconstructing a set of one or more initial images
using acquired data;
identifying one or more regions of interest in the
set of reconstructed initial images, wherein iden-
tifying the one or more regions of interest com-
prises generating a representation of a center-
line path for at least a portion of the object of
interest (22);
applying at least a set of directional Fourier filters
(402-406) to the identified regions of interest to
generate a sequence of filtered images con-
strained in Fourier space, wherein each of the
filtered images in the sequence comprises data
acquired near a different reference point, the fil-
ters being designed to filter one or more ele-
ments not acquired near a particular reference
point, and wherein the reference point compris-
es one of a particular instant of time, a view angle
corresponding to a source location, or an angu-
lar space in a Fourier domain; and
estimating a motion path for each region of in-
terest based on one or more correspondences
in the sequence of filtered images, said estimat-

ed motion path being optimised based on phys-
ics based constraints and on a priori knowledge
about the motion and the directions that are
more susceptible to errors during data acquisi-
tion.

2. The method (300) of claim 1, wherein estimating a
motion path comprises using a model comprising a
smooth function, a determined information relating
to a displacement of at least one region of interest
based on one or more directional properties of a cor-
responding filter (402-406), or combinations thereof.

3. The method (300) of claim lor claim 2, wherein esti-
mating a motion path further comprises using a string
function, a normalized correlation, or a combination
thereof.

4. The method (300) of any preceding claim, wherein
applying the set of filters (402-406) comprises de-
signing the set of filters, wherein impulse response
of each of the set of filters comprises a high spatial
compactness, a high angular compactness, a corre-
spondence with a particular reference point, or com-
binations thereof.

5. The method (300) of any preceding claim, further
comprising compensating for motion of the object of
interest (22).

6. An imaging system (10), comprising:

a data acquisition system (DAS) (32) for acquir-
ing an initial image; and
an image processor (50) coupled to the DAS for
carrying out the method of any preceding claim.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren (300) zum Abschätzen der Bewegung ei-
nes Object of Interest (22), umfassend:

Wiederherstellen eines Satzes von einem oder
mehreren Anfangsbildern unter Einsatz von er-
fassten Daten;
Identifizieren von einer oder mehreren Regions
of Interest in dem Satz von wiederhergestellten
Anfangsbüdern, wobei das Identifizieren von ei-
ner oder mehreren Regions of Interest das Er-
stellen einer Repräsentation eines Mittellinien-
pfades von wenigstens einem Teil des Object
of Interest (22) umfasst;
Anwenden von wenigstens einem Satz von di-
rektionalen Fourier-Filtern (402-406) auf die
identifizierten Regions of Interest, um eine Rei-
he von gefilterten Bildern zu erstellen, die auf
den Fourier-Raum beschränkt sind, wobei jedes
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der gefilterten Bilder in der Reihe Daten umfasst,
die in der Nähe eines anderen Referenzpunktes
erfasst worden sind, wobei die Filter derart ge-
staltet sind, dass sie ein oder mehrere Elemen-
te, die in der Nähe eines bestimmten Referenz-
punktes nicht erfasst worden sind, filtern, wobei
der Referenzpunkt einen bestimmten Zeitpunkt,
einen Sichtwinkel, der einem Ursprungsort ent-
spricht, oder einen Winkelraum in einer Fourier-
Domäne umfasst; und
Abschätzen eines Bewegungspfades für jede
Region of Interest auf der Grundlage von einer
oder mehreren Übereinstimmungen in der Rei-
he von gefilterten Bildern, wobei der Bewe-
gungspfad auf der Grundlage von Beschränkun-
gen, die auf Physik basieren, sowie von aprio-
rischem Wissen über die Bewegung und die
Richtungen, die bei der Datenerfassung anfälli-
ger für Fehler sind, optimiert wird.

2. Verfahren (300) nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Ab-
schätzen eines Bewegungspfades das Anwenden
eines Modells, welches eine gleichmäßige Bewe-
gung umfasst, bestimmte Informationen zur Verla-
gerung von wenigstens einer Region of Interest auf
der Grundlage von einer oder mehrerer Richtungs-
eigenschaften eines entsprechenden Filters
(402-406) oder Kombinationen daraus umfasst.

3. Verfahren (300) nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei das
Abschätzen eines Bewegungspfades ferner das An-
wenden einer Stringfunktion, einer normalisierten
Korrelation oder einer Kombination daraus umfasst.

4. Verfahren (300) nach einem der vorhergehenden
Ansprüche, wobei das Anwenden der Reihe von Fil-
tern (402-406) das Gestalten der Reihe von Filtern
umfasst, wobei die Impulsantwort von jedem aus der
Reihe von Filtern eine hohe räumliche Kompaktheit,
eine hohe Winkelkompaktheit, eine Übereinstim-
mung mit einem bestimmten Referenzpunkt oder
Kombinationen aus diesen umfasst.

5. Verfahren (300) nach einem der vorhergehenden
Ansprüche, ferner umfassend das Kompensieren
der Bewegung des Object of Interest (22).

6. Abbildungssystem (10), umfassend:

ein Datenerfassungssystem (DES) (32) zum Er-
fassen eines Anfangsbildes; und
einen Bildprozessor (50), der mit dem DES ge-
koppelt ist, um das Verfahren nach einem der
vorhergehenden Ansprüche auszuführen.

Revendications

1. Procédé (300) permettant d’estimer le mouvement
d’un objet d’intérêt (22), comprenant les étapes con-
sistant à :

reconstruire un ensemble d’une ou plusieurs
images initiales en utilisant des données
acquises ;
identifier une ou plusieurs régions d’intérêt dans
l’ensemble d’images initiales reconstruites,
dans lequel l’identification des une ou plusieurs
régions d’intérêt comprend la génération d’une
représentation d’un trajet de ligne médiane pour
au moins une portion de l’objet d’intérêt (22) ;
appliquer au moins un ensemble de filtres de
Fourier directionnels (402-406) aux régions d’in-
térêt identifiées pour générer une séquence
d’images filtrées contraintes dans l’espace de
Fourier, dans lequel chacune des images fil-
trées de la séquence comprend des données
acquises près d’un point de référence différent,
les filtres étant conçus pour filtrer un ou plusieurs
éléments non acquis près d’un point de référen-
ce particulier, et dans lequel le point de référen-
ce comprend un point correspondant à un mo-
ment particulier, à un angle de vision correspon-
dant à un emplacement de source ou à un es-
pace angulaire dans un domaine de Fourier ; et
estimer un trajet de mouvement pour chaque
région d’intérêt sur la base d’une ou plusieurs
correspondances dans la séquence d’images
filtrées, ledit trajet de mouvement estimé étant
optimisé sur la base de contraintes physiques
et d’une connaissance à priori sur le mouvement
et les directions qui sont plus sujettes à des er-
reurs au cours de l’acquisition de données.

2. Procédé (300) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
l’estimation d’un trajet de mouvement comprend
l’utilisation d’un modèle comprenant une fonction
uniforme, d’une information déterminée concernant
un déplacement d’au moins une légion d’intérêt sur
la base d’une ou plusieurs propriétés directionnelles
d’un filtre correspondant (402-406) ou d’une de leurs
combinaisons.

3. Procédé (300) selon la revendication 1 ou la reven-
dication 2, dans lequel l’estimation d’un trajet de
mouvement comprend en outre l’utilisation d’une
fonction de chaîne, d’une corrélation normalisée ou
d’une de leurs combinaisons.

4. Procédé (300) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations précédentes, dans lequel l’application de
l’ensemble de filtres (402-406) comprend la concep-
tion de l’ensemble de filtres, dans lequel la réponse
aux impulsions de chacun de l’ensemble de filtres
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comprend une densité spatiale élevée, une densité
angulaire élevée, une correspondance avec un point
de référence particulier ou une de leurs combinai-
sons.

5. Procédé (300) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations précédentes, comprenant en outre une com-
pensation pour le mouvement de l’objet d’intérêt
(22).

6. Système d’imagerie (10), comprenant :

un système d’acquisition de données (DAS) (32)
pour acquérir une image initiale ; et
un dispositif de traitement d’image (50) couplé
au DAS pour effectuer le procédé selon l’une
quelconque des revendications précédentes.
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