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(54) Auto-positioning sensors for coin counting devices

(57) Systems and methods for automatically posi-
tioning a coin sensor are disclosed herein. An auto-po-
sitioning coin sensor configured in accordance with one
embodiment of the disclosure includes a coin sensor for
determining a physical characteristic of an object and a
moving device operably coupled to the coin sensor. The
moving device can be configured to adjust the position
of the coin sensor to determine the physical characteris-
tic. Auto-positioning coin sensors in accordance with the
present technology can include coin sensors that can be
positioned based on a measurement of a dimension of
an object.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The following disclosure relates generally to
coin sensing systems, and more specifically to coin sens-
ing systems for use in coin counting machines.

BACKGROUND

[0002] A number of coin counting devices include sen-
sors to discriminate coin denominations, discriminate
coins from different countries, and/or discriminate coins
from non-coin objects. These devices can include coin
counters, gaming devices such as slot machines, vend-
ing machines, bus or subway "fare boxes," etc. In such
devices, accurate discrimination of deposited coins is im-
portant for economical operation of the device.
[0003] Some coin handling devices include electro-
magnetic sensors to discriminate deposited objects.
Generally, these sensors generate an electromagnetic
field that interacts with the object. The interactions are
analyzed to determine whether the object is a coin, and
if so, which denomination it is. In many devices, a coin
sensor is positioned proximate to a coin path. As a coin
or other object travels along the path, the sensor interacts
with the object to discriminate between coins and non-
coin objects, and to determine the denominations of the
coins. In many devices, the coin sensor is aligned with
the approximate center of coins passing by on the coin
path. However, due to the differing sizes between various
coin denominations, the sensor may not always be suf-
ficiently aligned to accurately discriminate the coins
and/or determine coin denominations.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0004] Figure 1A is an isometric view of a coin counting
machine having a coin sensor assembly configured in
accordance with an embodiment of the present disclo-
sure.
[0005] Figure 1B is a partially cutaway, isometric view
of an interior portion of a coin counting machine having
an auto-positioning coin sensor assembly configured in
accordance with an embodiment of the present disclo-
sure.
[0006] Figure 2 is a partially schematic, isometric view
of a coin counting portion of the coin counting machine
of Figures 1A and 1B.
[0007] Figure 3 is a partially schematic, isometric view
of a portion of a base plate and an auto-positioning coin
sensor assembly configured in accordance with an em-
bodiment of the present disclosure.
[0008] Figure 4 is a backside isometric view of the auto-
positioning coin sensor assembly of Figure 3.
[0009] Figures 5A-C are front views of auto-positioning
coin sensor assemblies configured in accordance with
other embodiments of the present disclosure.

[0010] Figure 6 is a schematic block diagram of hard-
ware and software for a coin counting machine config-
ured in accordance with a further embodiment of the
present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0011] The following disclosure describes various em-
bodiments of auto-positioning coin sensors for use with
coin counting machines, and associated methods of
manufacture and use. In one embodiment, a coin count-
ing machine includes an auto-positioning coin sensor that
is positioned adjacent to a coin path. A moving device
can automatically adjust the position of the coin sensor
to align the sensor with a coin (e.g., the center of the
coin) traveling along the coin path and past the sensor.
In some embodiments, an additional sensor can be used
to determine a physical characteristic of a coin (e.g., the
coin diameter), and the auto-positioning coin sensor can
be adjusted to align with the center of the passing coin
in response to a signal from the additional sensor. Certain
details are set forth in the following description and Fig-
ures 1A-6 to provide a thorough understanding of various
embodiments of the disclosure. Other details describing
well-known structures and systems often associated with
sensor systems and coin counting machines, however,
are not set forth below to avoid unnecessarily obscuring
the description of the various embodiments of the disclo-
sure.
[0012] Many of the details and features shown in the
Figures are merely illustrative of particular embodiments
of the disclosure. Accordingly, other embodiments can
have other details and features without departing from
the spirit and scope of the present disclosure. In addition,
those of ordinary skill in the art will understand that further
embodiments can be practiced without several of the de-
tails described below. Furthermore, various embodi-
ments of the disclosure can include structures other than
those illustrated in the Figures and are expressly not lim-
ited to the structures shown in the Figures. Moreover,
the various elements and features illustrated in the Fig-
ures may not be drawn to scale.
[0013] In the Figures, identical reference numbers
identify identical, or at least generally similar, elements.
To facilitate the discussion of any particular element, the
most significant digit or digits of any reference number
refer to the Figure in which that element is first introduced.
Element 102, for example, is first introduced and dis-
cussed with reference to Figure 1A.
[0014] Figure 1A is an isometric view of a coin counting
machine 100 having a coin sensor assembly configured
in accordance with an embodiment of the present disclo-
sure. In the illustrated embodiment, the coin counting ma-
chine 100 includes a coin input region or tray 102 and a
coin return 104. The tray 102 includes a handle 113 and
an output edge 115. The machine 100 further includes
various user-interface devices, such as a keypad 106,
user selection buttons 108, a speaker 110, a display
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screen 112, a touch screen 114, and a voucher outlet
116. In other embodiments, the machine 100 can have
other features in other arrangements including, for ex-
ample, a card reader, a card dispenser, etc. Additionally,
the machine 100 can include various indicia, signs, dis-
plays, advertisements and the like on its external surfac-
es. The machine 100 and various portions, aspects and
features thereof can be at least generally similar in struc-
ture and function to one or more of the machines de-
scribed in U.S. Patent Application No. 13/269,121, U.S.
Patent No. 7,520,374, U.S. Patent No. 7,865,432, and/or
U.S. Patent No. 7,874,478, each of which is incorporated
herein by reference in its entirety.
[0015] Figure 1B is a partially cutaway, isometric view
of an interior portion of the machine 100 having an auto-
positioning coin sensor assembly 139 configured in ac-
cordance with an embodiment of the present disclosure.
For ease of reference, the auto-positioning coin sensor
assembly 139 may alternatively be referred to herein as
the "sensor assembly 139." The machine 100 includes
a door 137 that can rotate to an open position as shown.
In the open position, most or all of the components of the
machine 100 are accessible for cleaning and/or mainte-
nance. In the illustrated embodiment, the machine 100
includes a coin cleaning portion (e.g., a trommel 140)
and a coin counting portion 142. As will be described in
more detail below, coins that are deposited into the tray
102 are directed through the trommel 140, and then to
the coin counting portion 142. The coin counting portion
142 can include a coin path or coin rail 148 that receives
coins from a coin hopper 144 via a coin pickup assembly
141. In the illustrated embodiment, the sensor assembly
139 is positioned adjacent the coin rail 148 upstream of
a diverting door 152, a first coin tube 154a, a second coin
tube 154b, and a coin return chute 156. A power cord
158 can provide power to the machine 100. The compo-
nents of the coin counting portion 142 can be at least
generally similar in structure and function to correspond-
ing components described in, for example, U.S. Patent
Application No. 13/269,121 and U.S. Patent No.
7,520,374.
[0016] In operation, the user places a batch of coins,
typically of a plurality of denominations (and potentially
accompanied by dirt or other non-coin objects and/or for-
eign or otherwise non-acceptable coins) in the input tray
102. For ease of discussion in the description that follows,
the term coin may be used to describe both coins and
coin like objects. Coin like objects may have similar di-
mensions to coins, and/or have other similar character-
istics, and can include blanks, slugs, fake coins, and/or
other objects. In one embodiment, the user can be
prompted by instructions on the display screen 112 to
push a button indicating that the user wishes to have the
batch of coins discriminated. An input gate (not shown)
opens and a signal prompts the user to begin feeding
coins into the machine by lifting or pivoting the tray 102
by handle 113, and/or manually feeding coins over the
output edge 115. Instructions on the screen 112 may be

used to tell the user to continue or discontinue feeding
coins, can relay the status of the machine 100, the
amount counted thus far, and/or provide encouragement,
advertising, or other messages.
[0017] One or more chutes (not shown) direct the de-
posited coins and/or foreign objects from the tray 102 to
the trommel 140. The trommel 140 in the depicted em-
bodiment is a rotatably mounted container having a per-
forated-wall. A motor (not shown) rotates the trommel
140 about its longitudinal axis. As the trommel rotates,
one or more vanes protruding into the interior of the trom-
mel 140 assist in moving the coins in a direction towards
an output region. An output chute (not shown) directs the
(at least partially) cleaned coins exiting the trommel 140
toward the coin hopper 144.
[0018] Figure 2 is a partially schematic, enlarged iso-
metric view of the coin counting portion 142 of Figure 1B
illustrating certain features in more detail. In addition to
the previously mentioned components, the coin counting
portion 142 can include a base plate 202 mounted to a
chassis 204. The base plate 202 can be positioned at an
angle A of from about 0° to about 15 relative to a vertical
line V. The anglo A encourages coins 236 to lay relatively
flat against a face of the coin rail 148 as they roll down
the coin rail 148. A circuit board 210 for controlling oper-
ation of various coin counting components can also be
mounted to the chassis 204.
[0019] The illustrated embodiment further includes a
rotating disk 237 disposed in the hopper 144, and having
a plurality of paddles 234a-234d. A detection sensor or
first coin sensor 239 can be positioned on the coin rail
148 upstream of the sensor assembly 139, which can
include a second coin sensor 240. The first coin sensor
can detect or measure an attribute or physical charac-
teristic of a passing coin. For example, in one embodi-
ment, the first coin sensor 239 can include a linear CCD
array that measures the diameter of a passing coin. In
other embodiments, the first coin sensor 239 can include
other light sensing components, audio sensing compo-
nents (e.g., ultrasonic pairs), mechanical components,
and/or other devices or components that can measure a
dimension or another characteristic of a passing coin.
[0020] The coin rail 148 extends outwardly from the
disk 237, past the first coin sensor 239 and the second
coin sensor 240, and then toward a chute inlet 229. A
deflector plane 222 proximate the second coin sensor
240 is configured to deliver oversized coins to the return
chute 156 via a bypass chute 220. The diverting door
152 is disposed proximate the chute entrance 229 and
is configured to selectively direct discriminated coins to-
ward the coin tubes 154. A flapper 230 is operable be-
tween a first position 232a and a second position 232b
to selectively direct coins to the first delivery tube 1 54a
or the second delivery tube 154b, respectively.
[0021] In operation of the coin counting portion 142,
the rotating disk 237 rotates in the direction of arrow 235,
causing the paddles 234 to lift the coins 236 from the
hopper 144 and place them on the beginning of the rail
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148. The coins 236 travel (e.g., roll) along the rail 148
past the first coin sensor 239 and then the second coin
sensor 240. The rail 148, the sensor assembly 139,
and/or other components can include a ramped portion
which can direct coins that are larger than a preselected
size parameter (e.g., a certain diameter) to the deflector
plane 222, into a trough 224, and then to the return chute
156. Coins within acceptable size parameters continue
along the rail 148 and pass through the second coin sen-
sor 240.
[0022] As described in greater detail below, in one em-
bodiment the first coin sensor 239 can measure the di-
ameter of the passing coins 236 and the sensor assembly
139 can adjust the position of the second coin sensor
240 based on the diameter to accurately discriminate the
coin. The second coin sensor 240 and associated soft-
ware can determine if the coin is one of a group of ac-
ceptable coins and, if so, the coin denomination is count-
ed. This process can include, for example, the second
coin sensor 240 producing a magnetic field and meas-
uring changes in inductance as the coin passes through
the magnetic field. The changes in inductance can relate
to properties of the coin and/or can indicate that a coin
has entered or exited the second coin sensor 240. Por-
tions of the coin counting portion 142, the second coin
sensor 240, and the methods of denomination determi-
nation can be substantially similar in structure and func-
tion to the corresponding systems and methods of U.S.
Patent No. 7,520,374. Such systems can be found in, for
example, various coin-counting kiosks operated by Coin-
star, Inc. of 1800 114th Avenue SE, Bellevue, WA 98004.
[0023] The majority of undesirable foreign objects (dirt,
slugs, etc.) are separated from the coin counting process
by the trommel 140 or the deflector plane 222. However,
coins or foreign objects of similar characteristics to de-
sired coins may not be separated by the trommel 140 or
the deflector plane 222, and thus can pass through the
second coin sensor 240. The second coin sensor 240
and the diverting door 152 operate to prevent unaccept-
able coins (e.g., foreign coins), blanks, or other similar
objects from entering the coin tubes 154 and being kept
in the machine 100. Specifically, in the illustrated embod-
iment, the second coin sensor 240 determines if an object
passing through the sensor is a desired coin, and if so,
the coin is "kicked" by the diverting door 152 toward the
chute inlet 229. The flapper 230 is positioned to direct
the kicked coin to one of the coin tubes 154 for storage
within the machine 100. Coins that are not of a desired
denomination, or foreign objects, continue past the sec-
ond coin sensor 240 to the return chute 156 for collection
by the user.
[0024] Figure 3 is a partially schematic, isometric view
of a portion of the base plate 202 and the auto-positioning
sensor assembly 139 configured in accordance with an
embodiment of the present disclosure. The second coin
sensor 240 can include a core 304 (e.g., a magnetic core)
carried by a core housing 305. The core housing 305 can
be attached to a circuit board 307 as an integrated unit.

The circuit board 307 can include various electrical com-
ponents and circuitry for operation of the second coin
sensor 240. The integrated design of the circuit board
307 and the second coin sensor 240 can reduce manu-
facturing costs and reduce cabling and associated signal
loss. The base plate 202 can include a cutout 311 for the
core housing 305, and the circuit board 307 can be po-
sitioned on one side of the base plate 202 while a portion
of the core housing 305 and the core 304 can straddle
the coin rail 148. In the illustrated embodiment, the core
304 is generally U-shaped and defines a gap 306. The
sensor assembly 139 can be operably mounted to the
base plate 202 with the coin rail 148 extending through
the gap 306. Although the core 304 of the illustrated em-
bodiment is generally U-shaped with opposing faces on
opposite sides of the coin rail 148, other embodiments
may include a core having a single surface that faces the
coin rail 148, or multiple surfaces that face the coin rail
148 from a common side of the coin rail 148. The second
coin sensor 240 can be configured to move in a perpen-
dicular, or approximately perpendicular, direction relative
to the coin path 148. For example, the second coin sensor
240 can be configured to move in a first direction D1 and
a second direction D2 as necessary to best position, or
at least favorably position the second coin sensor 240
relative to a particular coin, as will be further described
below.
[0025] Figure 4 is a backside isometric view of the sen-
sor assembly 139 configured in accordance with an em-
bodiment of the present disclosure. In the illustrated em-
bodiment, the sensor assembly 139 includes a first side
member 404a and an opposing second side member
404b (identified collectively as the side members 404).
The side members 404 include a first guide rail 406a and
a second guide rail 406b, respectively (identified individ-
ual as the guide rails 406). The edges of the circuit board
307 can be slidably received in the guide rails 406 and
can slide back and forth in the first direction D1 and the
second direction D2. A moving device, e.g., a motor 412,
can include an output shaft 414 that can be operably
coupled to a lead screw 416. The motor 412 can be an
electric motor, e.g., a stepper motor. The lead screw 416
can operably engage a lead nut 410 attached to the circuit
board 307. An encoder 418 can be operably coupled to
the motor 412, and can provide an indication of the an-
gular position of the output shaft 414, which in turn can
correspond to a linear position of the second coin sensor
240 relative to the coin path 148.
[0026] Referring to Figures 2-4 together, in operation,
the coins 236 are lifted from the hopper 144 and delivered
to the coin rail 148 by the rotating disk 237. The coins
236 then travel along the rail 148 past the first coin sensor
239. The first coin sensor 239 measures the diameter of
each individual passing coin 236 and generates a first
signal that corresponds to a diameter of each passing
coin 236. The first signal can be sent to a controller to
produce a second signal for operation of the motor 412.
The controller can send the second signal to the motor
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412 to move the second coin sensor 240 in the direction
of D1 or D2 as necessary to position the core 304 in align-
ment with the center of each individual coin 236 as it
travels along the coin rail 148 past the second coin sensor
240. The encoder 418 can provide an indication of the
position of the second coin sensor 240 to assist in accu-
rate positioning. In some embodiments, the coin counting
portion 142 can be configured to position the second coin
sensor 240 in any position within a continuous range of
positions. In other embodiments, the coin counting por-
tion 142 can be configured with a fixed set of positions
for the second coin sensor 240. For example, the coin
counting portion 142 can be configured to count and keep
only U.S. pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters; and four
fixed positions for the second coin sensor 240 can cor-
respond to these coin denominations. The first coin sen-
sor 239 can measure the diameter of each passing coin
236 and the second coin sensor 240 can be positioned
in the fixed position that most closely corresponds with
the measured diameter. In this manner, the second coin
sensor can perform an analysis with an expected result
based on the particular fixed position. An analysis that
produces a result outside of an expected range can be
used to reject the coin 236. In some embodiments, the
measurement from the first coin sensor 239 can also be
used to reject an individual coin 236.
[0027] Although the illustrated embodiments de-
scribed above include the second coin sensor 240 at-
tached to the circuit board 307, and the circuit board 307
operably coupled to the motor 412 via the lead nut 410,
in other embodiments, the second coin sensor 240 can
be operably coupled to a motor or other moving device
in a variety of different ways. For example, the coin count-
ing portion 142 can be constructed without the circuit
board 307 and the second coin sensor 240 can be oper-
ably coupled directly to a moving device. In several em-
bodiments, in addition to providing increased accuracy,
the moveable second coin sensor 240 can provide "de-
jamming" and/or other benefits. For example, in some
embodiments, movement of the second coin sensor 240
can aid in removing coins and/or debris that can become
stuck between the coin sensor 240 and the coin rail 148,
and/or stuck between other components of the machine
100.
[0028] In some embodiments, the first coin sensor 239
can measure the diameter of each of several individual
coins 236 before any of the coins 236 reach the second
coin sensor 240. For example, in one embodiment, the
first coin sensor 239 can measure the diameter of each
passing coin 236 and generate a first signal for each of
the individual coins 236. A series of second signals that
each correspond to a position for the second coin sensor
240 can be sent to the motor 412 to sequentially move
the second coin sensor 240 into an appropriate position
for each individual coin 236. In this manner, the second
coin sensor 240 can be centered on one of the coins 236
while several coins are en route to the second coin sensor
240 after being measured by the first coin sensor 239,

and while the first coin sensor 239 is measuring the di-
ameter of another one of the coins 236.
[0029] In some embodiments, the movement of the
second coin sensor 240 can be at least partially based
on a time interval that corresponds to the time that it takes
for a particular coin to move from the first coin sensor
239 to the second coin sensor 240. For example, if the
time for an individual coin 236 to travel from the first coin
sensor 239 to the second coin sensor 240 is equal to "t"
seconds, the timing of the second signal can be adjusted
such that the motor 412 positions the second coin sensor
240 at the appropriate position t seconds after the indi-
vidual coin 236 passes the first coin sensor 239. For ex-
ample, the amount of time, t, can be at least partially
dependent on the diameter of the individual coin 236,
and the timing of the second signal can be adjusted ac-
cordingly. The timing of the movement of the second coin
sensor 240 can also be at least partially based on a signal
from the second coin sensor. For example, in some em-
bodiments, the second coin sensor 240 can detect
changes in inductance as a coin approaches and can
move to an ordered position in response to the detected
change. In other embodiments, an additional sensor (not
shown) can be positioned between the first coin sensor
239 and the second coin sensor 240. The additional sen-
sor can provide a third signal indicating that a coin is
about to enter the second coin sensor 240. The third sig-
nal can be used to initiate the sending of the second
signal discussed above.
[0030] Although the illustrated embodiment includes
the first coin sensor 239 positioned at a distance (e.g.,
one inch or more) from the second coin sensor 240, in
other embodiments, the first coin sensor 239 can be po-
sitioned directly adjacent to or proximate to the second
coin sensor 240 (e.g., less than one inch). In such em-
bodiments, the first signal from the first coin sensor 239
can be used to indicate that an individual coin 236 that
corresponds to the first signal is about to enter the second
coin sensor 240. In any of the above embodiments, the
timing of the operation of the second coin sensor 240
can be based, at least partially, on the distance between
the first coin sensor 239 and the second coin sensor 240.
Additionally, the embodiments discussed above repre-
sent some of the many possible configurations for the
spacing and positioning of coin sensors in accordance
with the present disclosure. Accordingly, coin sensors
positioned in a variety of suitable manners and using sig-
nals of varying timing sequences are in accordance with
the spirit and scope of the present disclosure.
[0031] Coin counting machines, coin sensors, sensor
assemblies, and/or other associated hardware and soft-
ware in accordance with the present technology can be
configured in a variety of suitable manners. For example,
in some embodiments, the operation of the sensor as-
sembly 139 can be based on specific countries and/or
regions, and the sensor assembly 139 can position the
second coin sensor 240 at a particular position based on
the characteristics of the set of coins of the specific coun-
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try or region. In one embodiment, the sensor assembly
139 can position the second coin sensor 240 at a position
that provides optimized results for a set of coins from a
specific country where the machine may be located (e.g.,
the United Kingdom). The position for the second coin
sensor 240 may also be chosen to enhance accuracy for
a set of coins from a given region (e.g., the countries of
the eurozone). In these embodiments (and/or in other
embodiments), the coin counting machine may not in-
clude a first coin sensor 239. Additionally, in some coun-
tries or regions, one or more particular denominations of
coins may produce a "weak" signal when analyzed by
the second coin sensor 240. In some embodiments, the
sensor assembly 139 can position the second coin sen-
sor 240 at a position that is chosen to account for the
weak signals of these coins. Furthermore, the second
coin sensor 240 can be positioned to provide enhanced
results for a single denomination of coins. For example,
a particular machine 100 may be used to count only U.S.
quarters, and the sensor assembly 139 may be config-
ured to position the second coin sensor 240 accordingly
(e.g., aligned with the center of the passing U.S. quar-
ters). Such configurations may be temporary or perma-
nent, and can be for any particular currency or denomi-
nation.
[0032] In some embodiments, the circuit board 307
(and/or other components of the sensor assembly 139
or of the coin counting machine 100) can include firmware
and/or software that can adjust the position of the second
coin sensor 240 based on the particular location that the
sensor assembly is placed into service, or based on the
particular set of coins that the machine 100 will be count-
ing. In this manner, a uniform sensor assembly 139 can
be used in coin counting machines 100 located in a va-
riety of countries or regions employing different curren-
cies. Additionally, in several embodiments, the position
of the second coin sensor 240 can be adjusted to provide
for accurate results as additional coins are added to a
particular set of currency that the machine 100 has been
adjusted for. For example, if a new denomination of coins
is added to a country’s coin set, the sensor assembly 139
can adjust the position of the second coin sensor 240 to
reflect the change. Such updates can be accomplished
by loading new software and/or firmware, and/or by other
data inputs.
[0033] Although the moving device embodiments de-
scribed above include the motor 412, a variety of addi-
tional or alternative moving devices can be used to alter
the position of the second coin sensor 240 relative to the
coin path 148. Figures 5A-C, for example, are partially
schematic front views of auto-positioning sensor assem-
blies configured in accordance with other embodiments
of the present disclosure. The sensor assembly 539a of
Figure 5A, for example, includes a solenoid 502 (e.g., a
linear solenoid or a rotary solenoid) operably coupled to
the circuit board 307 and the attached second coin sensor
240 via a connecting arm 505. In embodiments where
the solenoid 502 provides rotary motion, an output shaft

of the solenoid 502 can be operably coupled to a linking
mechanism (e.g., a nut) that converts the rotary motion
into linear motion, similar to the lead screw 416 and lead
nut 410 described above with respect to Figure 4. The
solenoid 502 can be a traditional solenoid having two
stable positions, or it can be a multi-position solenoid
having a continuous range of positions or three or more
stable positions. The sensor assembly 539a can operate
in a manner at least generally similar to that described
above with respect to the sensor assembly 139 of Figures
1B-4. For example, a signal can be sent to the solenoid
502 that energizes the solenoid 502 and moves the sec-
ond coin sensor 240 to a desired position relative to the
coin path 148.
[0034] Figure 5B illustrates a sensor assembly 539b
having a cylinder 504 in accordance with another em-
bodiment of the present disclosure. A piston (not shown)
can be slidably positioned in a cylinder 504, and operably
coupled to the second coin sensor 240 via the connecting
arm 505. In one embodiment, the cylinder 504 can in-
clude a port 506 for air to flow into and out of the cylinder
504 and pneumatically drive the piston and the second
coin sensor 240. A return spring (not shown) can act to
bias the piston in the direction of D1 or D2; the encoder
418 can provide an indication of position; and an air sup-
ply (not shown) can provide air at an appropriate pressure
to overcome the spring and position the piston and the
second coin sensor 240 in a desired position. In another
embodiment, the cylinder 504 can be hydraulically oper-
ated, and the port 506 can provide a path for a hydraulic
fluid to flow into and out of the cylinder 504. In the illus-
trated embodiment, the cylinder 504 is a single acting
cylinder having a single port 506. In other embodiments,
the cylinder 504 can be a double acting cylinder having
two ports, and air or hydraulic fluid can be provided to
move the piston in the direction of D1 and D2.
[0035] Figure 5C illustrates a sensor assembly 539c
having a piezoelectric actuator 508. The piezoelectric ac-
tuator 508 can be a piezoelectric stack, a piezoelectric
rotary motor, a piezoelectric inchworm motor, or any oth-
er suitable piezoelectric device. In embodiments where
the piezoelectric actuator 508 provides rotary motion, an
output shaft of the actuator 508 can be operably coupled
to a linking mechanism that converts the rotary motion
into linear motion, similar to the lead screw 416 and lead
nut 410 described above with respect to Figure 4. The
piezoelectric actuator 508 can be operably coupled to
the second coin sensor in a variety of manners. In the
illustrated embodiment, the connecting arm 505 extends
from the piezoelectric actuator 508 and is operably cou-
pled to the second coin sensor 240 via the circuit board
307. The sensor assembly 539c can operate in a manner
at least generally similar to the sensor assemblies 139,
539a and 539b described above, For example, a signal
can be delivered to the piezoelectric actuator 508 to move
the coin sensor 240 to a desired position.
[0036] Figure 6 is a schematic block diagram of various
hardware and software components configured to control
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the machine 100 in accordance with an embodiment of
the present technology. Various combinations of elec-
tronic control circuits, controllers, motors, solenoids, sen-
sors, converters, drivers, logic circuitry, input/output (I/O)
interfaces, connectors or ports, personal computers
(PCs), computer readable media, software, and other
components can be included in or connected to the ma-
chine 100 to operate and control the coin counting portion
142 and other components. In the illustrated embodi-
ment, for example, a controller or microcontroller 652 in-
cludes a first serial port 654a, a second serial port 654b,
and an I/O interface bus 656. Although the illustrated
embodiment includes serial ports 654, other embodi-
ments may include USB ports, IEEE 1394 ports, Blue-
tooth transmitters/receivers, or other suitable connection
interfaces. The serial ports 654 can connect the micro-
controller 652 to additional components, such as a host
computer or PC 658 to install or update software 659, or
can allow connections for operations such as field service
or debugging 660. The microcontroller 652 can include
memory 690, e.g., random access memory (RAM) 692,
read-only memory 694, and/or non-volatile random ac-
cess memory (NVRAM) 696. The memory 690 can store
software and data that can be executed or utilized by the
microcontroller 652 to control various operations of the
machine 100. The I/O interface bus 656 can be operably
connected to a coin sensor portion 670 and a coin trans-
port and calibration portion 680 to operate various com-
ponents of the machine 100, as described further below,
[0037] The coin sensor portion 670 can include direct
memory access (DMA) logic 672, an analog-to-digital
(A/D) converter 674 and a phase lock loop sensor driver
676 that can be used to operate various sensors and
devices. For example, status and control signals 678 can
report device and/or sensor status, and/or can operate
the moving device 412, the first coin sensor 239, the sec-
ond coin sensor 240, and/or other sensors 679. In one
embodiment, a program stored in the memory 690 can
direct a control signal 678 through the I/O interface bus
656 to the moving device 412. The control signal 678 can
include the second signal (discussed above) and can be
directed to the moving device 412 to position the second
coin sensor 240 in a desired position, as described
above. The coin transport and calibration portion 680 can
include various latches, gates drivers and carriers 681
that can be driven, moved, or sensed by motors 682,
solenoids 684 and sensors 686 to facilitate coin move-
ment and discrimination. Similar to the components of
the coin sensor portion 670, the various components of
the coin transport portion 680 can be controlled by the
microcontroller 652. For example, a signal from the mi-
crocontroller 652 can be sent through the I/O interface
bus 656 to energize one of the motors 682 to drive the
rotating disc 237 (Figure 2). As discussed above, the
rotation of the rotating disc 237 can transport coins to the
coin rail 148.
[0038] From the foregoing, it will be appreciated that
specific embodiments have been described herein for

purposes of illustration, but that various modifications
may be made without deviating from the spirit and scope
of the various embodiments of the disclosure, Hence,
although certain embodiments of the present technology
are described herein in the context of auto-positioning
coin sensors for use in consumer and non-consumer coin
counting machines, those of ordinary skill in the art will
appreciate that the various structures and features of the
auto-positioning coin sensors described herein can also
be utilized in a wide variety of other coin handling ma-
chines, including gaming devices (e.g., slot machines),
vending machines, bus or subway "fare boxes," etc. Fur-
thermore, it is within the scope of the present disclosure
to provide other types of moving devices or mechanisms
for auto-positioning coin sensors. For example, a coin
sensor can be mounted on a rotating disc that is coupled
to a motor. Additionally, other electrical, mechanical, or
electromechanical devices can be employed in the auto-
positioning coin sensors of the present disclosure.
[0039] Further, while various advantages and features
associated with certain embodiments of the disclosure
have been described above in the context of those em-
bodiments, other embodiments may also exhibit such ad-
vantages and/or features, and not all embodiments need
necessarily exhibit such advantages and/or features to
fall within the scope of the disclosure. Accordingly, the
disclosure is not limited, except as by the appended
claims.

The following is a list of further preferred embodi-
ments of the invention:

[0040]

Embodiment 1: A system for discriminating between
coin and non-coin objects and determining coin de-
nominations, the system comprising:

a coin sensor for determining a physical char-
acteristic of an object; and

a moving device operably coupled to the coin
sensor, the moving device configured to auto-
matically adjust the position of the coin sensor
to determine the physical characteristic.

Embodiment 2: The system of embodiment 1, further
comprising:

a detection sensor for measuring a dimension
of the object;

a coin rail, wherein the coin sensor and the de-
tection sensor are positioned adjacent the coin
rail; and

a controller electrically coupled to the coin sen-
sor and the detection sensor, the controller con-
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figured to 1) receive a first signal from the de-
tection sensor, the first signal being indicative
of the dimension of the object, and in response
to receiving the first signal, 2) send a second
signal to the moving device to adjust the position
of the coin sensor,

Embodiment 3: The system of embodiment 2 where-
in the moving device is configured to automatically
move the coin sensor perpendicular to the coin rail
in response to the second signal.

Embodiment 4: The system of embodiment 1, further
comprising means for determining a dimension of
the object, wherein the moving device automatically
adjusts the position of the coin sensor based on the
dimension of the object.

Embodiment 5: The system of embodiment 1 where-
in the coin sensor includes a core positioned to detect
an electromagnetic property of the object.

Embodiment 6: The system of embodiment 1, further
comprising a circuit board having circuitry for oper-
ation of the coin sensor, wherein the coin sensor is
attached to the circuit board, and wherein the moving
device is an electric motor that moves the circuit
board to position the coin sensor.

Embodiment 7: The system of embodiment 6, further
comprising an encoder operably coupled to the elec-
tric motor to at least partially determine the position
of the coin sensor.

Embodiment 8: The system of embodiment 1, further
comprising a detection sensor for measuring a di-
ameter of the object, and wherein the moving device
is further configured to align the coin sensor with the
center of the object in response to a signal from the
detection sensor.

Embodiment 9: The system of embodiment 1, further
comprising a circuit board and a pair of side mem-
bers, the side members having guide rails for slidably
receiving the circuit board, and wherein the coin sen-
sor is attached to the circuit board and the moving
device moves the circuit board to adjust the position
of the coin sensor.

Embodiment 10: A consumer operated coin counting
machine for discriminating coins, the coin counting
machine comprising:

a coin path;

a first coin sensor configured to determine a first
characteristic of a coin moving along the coin
path;

a second coin sensor configured to determine a
second characteristic of the coin moving along
the coin path;

a moving device operably coupled to the second
coin sensor; and

a controller electrically connected to the moving
device and configured to receive first informa-
tion from the first coin sensor related to the first
characteristic of the coin and send second infor-
mation to the moving device to adjust the posi-
tion of the second coin sensor to align the sec-
ond coin sensor with the coin to facilitate deter-
mination of the second characteristic of the coin.

Embodiment 11: The coin counting machine of em-
bodiment 10 wherein the second coin sensor in-
cludes a core, wherein the first characteristic is a
diameter of the coin, wherein the second character-
istic is an electromagnetic property of the coin, and
wherein the controller is further configured to align
the core with a center of the coin.

Embodiment 12: The coin counting machine of em-
bodiment 10 wherein the moving device is a stepper
motor, and wherein the coin counting machine fur-
ther comprises an encoder operably coupled to the
stepper motor and configured to provide an indica-
tion of the position of the second coin sensor.

Embodiment 13: The coin counting machine of em-
bodiment 10 wherein the second coin sensor in-
cludes a core having a gap, and wherein the moving
device is configured to align the gap with the coin.

Embodiment 14: The coin counting machine of em-
bodiment 10, further comprising a circuit board and
a pair of guide rails, wherein the circuit board is sli-
dably received in the guide rails, wherein the second
coin sensor is attached to the circuit board and the
moving device is operably coupled to the second
coin sensor via the circuit board, and wherein the
moving device positions the circuit board to adjust
the position of the second coin sensor.

Embodiment 15: The coin counting machine of em-
bodiment 10, wherein the controller is configured to
adjust the position of the second coin sensor based
at least in part on an amount of time for the coin to
travel from the first coin sensor to the second coin
sensor.

Embodiment 16: A computer-implemented method
for determining whether individual objects are coins
and determining the denomination of coins, the
method comprising:
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moving an object along a path;

measuring a dimension of the object with a first
coin sensor positioned proximate then path;

automatically adjusting the position of a second
coin sensor positioned adjacent the path, based
at least partly on the dimension of the object; and

determining a physical characteristic of the ob-
ject with the second coin sensor to determine
whether the object is a coin and, if so, the de-
nomination of the coin.

Embodiment 17: The method of embodiment 16
wherein measuring a physical characteristic of an
object includes measuring a diameter of the object,
and wherein adjusting the position of the second coin
sensor includes aligning the second coin sensor with
a center of the object.

Embodiment 18: The method of embodiment 16
wherein adjusting the position of the second coin
sensor includes sending a signal to the second coin
sensor at a time based at least partially on an amount
of time for the object to travel from the first coin sen-
sor to the second coin sensor.

Embodiment 19: The method of embodiment 16
wherein adjusting the position of the second coin
sensor includes providing an indication of the posi-
tion of the second coin sensor via an encoder.

Embodiment 20: The method of embodiment 16
wherein determining a physical characteristic in-
cludes determining an electromagnetic property of
the object by directing the object through a gap in a
core of the second coin sensor.

Embodiment 21: The method of embodiment 16
wherein measuring a dimension of an object and de-
termining a physical characteristic of an object in-
cludes directing a coin along a coin rail past the first
coin sensor and past the second coin sensor.

Claims

1. A system for discriminating between coin and non-
coin objects and determining coin denominations,
the system comprising:

a coin sensor for determining a physical char-
acteristic of an object; and
a moving device operably coupled to the coin
sensor, the moving device configured to auto-
matically adjust the position of the coin sensor
to determine the physical characteristic.

2. The system of claim 1, further comprising:

a detection sensor for measuring a dimension
of the object;
a coin rail, wherein the coin sensor and the de-
tection sensor are positioned adjacent the coin
rail; and
a controller electrically coupled to the coin sen-
sor and the detection sensor, the controller con-
figured to 1) receive a first signal from the de-
tection sensor, the first signal being indicative
of the dimension of the object, and in response
to receiving the first signal, 2) send a second
signal to the moving device to adjust the position
of the coin sensor.

3. The system of claim 2 wherein the moving device is
configured to automatically move the coin sensor
perpendicular to the coin rail in response to the sec-
ond signal.

4. The system of one of claims 1 to 3, further comprising
means for determining a dimension of the object,
wherein the moving device automatically adjusts the
position of the coin sensor based on the dimension
of the object.

5. The system of one of claims 1 to 4 wherein the coin
sensor includes a core positioned to detect an elec-
tromagnetic property of the object.

6. The system of one of claims 1 to 5, further comprising
a circuit board having circuitry for operation of the
coin sensor, wherein the coin sensor is attached to
the circuit board, and wherein the moving device is
an electric motor that moves the circuit board to po-
sition the coin sensor, and/or
further comprising an encoder operably coupled to
the electric motor to at least partially determine the
position of the coin sensor.

7. The system of one of claims 1 to 6, further comprising
a detection sensor for measuring a diameter of the
object, and wherein the moving device is further con-
figured to align the coin sensor with the center of the
object in response to a signal from the detection sen-
sor.

8. The system of one of claims 1 to 7, further comprising
a circuit board and a pair of side members, the side
members having guide rails for slidably receiving the
circuit board, and wherein the coin sensor is attached
to the circuit board and the moving device moves
the circuit board to adjust the position of the coin
sensor.

9. A consumer operated coin counting machine for dis-
criminating coins, the coin counting machine com-
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prising:

a coin path;
a first coin sensor configured to determine a first
characteristic of a coin moving along the coin
path;
a second coin sensor configured to determine a
second characteristic of the coin moving along
the coin path;
a moving device operably coupled to the second
coin sensor; and
a controller electrically connected to the moving
device and configured to receive first informa-
tion from the first coin sensor related to the first
characteristic of the coin and send second infor-
mation to the moving device to adjust the posi-
tion of the second coin sensor to align the sec-
ond coin sensor with the coin to facilitate deter-
mination of the second characteristic of the coin.

10. The coin counting machine of claim 9 wherein the
second coin sensor includes a core, wherein the first
characteristic is a diameter of the coin, wherein the
second characteristic is an electromagnetic property
of the coin, and wherein the controller is further con-
figured to align the core with a center of the coin.

11. The coin counting machine of one of claims 9 or 10
wherein the moving device is a stepper motor, and
wherein the coin counting machine further compris-
es an encoder operably coupled to the stepper motor
and configured to provide an indication of the posi-
tion of the second coin sensor, or
wherein the second coin sensor includes a core hav-
ing a gap, and wherein the moving device is config-
ured to align the gap with the coin.

12. The coin counting machine of one of claims 9 to 11,
further comprising a circuit board and a pair of guide
rails, wherein the circuit board is slidably received in
the guide rails, wherein the second coin sensor is
attached to the circuit board and the moving device
is operably coupled to the second coin sensor via
the circuit board, and wherein the moving device po-
sitions the circuit board to adjust the position of the
second coin sensor, or
wherein the controller is configured to adjust the po-
sition of the second coin sensor based at least in
part on an amount of time for the coin to travel from
the first coin sensor to the second coin sensor.

13. A computer-implemented method for determining
whether individual objects are coins and determining
the denomination of coins, the method comprising:

moving an object along a path;
measuring a dimension of the object with a first
coin sensor positioned proximate the path;

automatically adjusting the position of a second
coin sensor positioned adjacent the path, based
at least partly on the dimension of the object; and
determining a physical characteristic of the ob-
ject with the second coin sensor to determine
whether the object is a coin and, if so, the de-
nomination of the coin.

14. The method of claim 13 wherein measuring a phys-
ical characteristic of an object includes measuring a
diameter of the object, and wherein adjusting the po-
sition of the second coin sensor includes aligning the
second coin sensor with a center of the object.

15. The method of one of claims 13 or 14 wherein ad-
justing the position of the second coin sensor in-
cludes sending a signal to the second coin sensor
at a time based at least partially on an amount of
time for the object to travel from the first coin sensor
to the second coin sensor, or
wherein adjusting the position of the second coin
sensor includes providing an indication of the posi-
tion of the second coin sensor via an encoder, or
wherein determining a physical characteristic in-
cludes determining an electromagnetic property of
the object by directing the object through a gap in a
core of the second coin sensor, or
wherein measuring a dimension of an object and de-
termining a physical characteristic of an object in-
cludes directing a coin along a coin rail past the first
coin sensor and past the second coin sensor.
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