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(54) STATE MONITORING DEVICE AND DEVICE SYSTEM

(57) The present invention provides a state monitor-
ing device capable of estimating the state of a device
system, the modeling of which is difficult, and also pro-
vides a device system provided with the state monitoring
device. The state monitoring device of a device system
equipped with a device driven by a motor 2 controlled by
a motor control means 4 is provided with: a motor control

internal value creation means 6 for creating a motor con-
trol internal value that is a state variable of the motor
control means 4; and a state estimation means 5 for es-
timating the state of the device system on the basis of
the motor control internal value created by the motor con-
trol internal value creation means 6.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a state monitoring device which estimates a state of a device system equipped
with a device driven by a motor as well as to a device system equipped with the state monitoring device.

Background Art

[0002] Machine tool systems used in factories or the like are required to perform close monitoring of operating state
of the devices and the state of products produced by the devices for the purposes of achieving productivity enhancement
and ensuring stable quality of the products. Further, vehicle device systems including railways, automobiles and the like
are also required to monitor the operating state of the device systems in order to predict potential breakdown of the device.
[0003] Such a state monitoring normally employs a sensor for directly acquiring a state quantity. However, some
device systems may suffer from physical difficulty or cost-wise impracticability in installing the sensors. On the other
hand, there is known a conventional art such as disclosed in Patent Literature 1.
[0004] A motor controller according to the conventional art includes: a real machine part including a motor, a mechanism
portion driven by the motor, and a motor controller; and a simulation model part including a motor model, a mechanism
model portion, and a control model portion. Inertia determined from a rigid body model is set as a default value in the
simulation model portion.
[0005] The real machine part and the simulation model part operate according to a position command applied from a
host controller. At this time, a position feedback quantity detected by a position detector in the real machine part is
compared with a model position feedback quantity of the simulation model part. Based on a comparison result, the inertia
value set in the simulation model part is changed so that the feedback quantities match each other.
[0006] Just as described, the conventional art permits the device system such as a robot to easily estimate the inertia
varying according to the state of the device system.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0007] Patent Literature 1: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2004-260891

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0008] According to the above-described conventional art, however, it is difficult to estimate the state of a device of a
device system which is too complicated to be modeled by the use of a transfer function. For example, the quality of
products molded by an injection molding machine (e.g., the presence or absence of burr) and the degree of deterioration
of dies used for molding are difficult to model by the use of the transfer function on the basis of physical findings and
theories.
[0009] In this connection, the invention provides a state monitoring device adapted for the estimation of the sate of
the device system which is difficult to model as well as a device system equipped with the state monitoring device.

Solution to Problem

[0010] According to an aspect of the invention for achieving the above object, a state monitoring device for a device
system including a device driven by a motor controlled by a motor controller, includes: a motor control internal value
generator for generating a motor control internal value as a state variable of the motor controller; and a state estimator
for estimating a state of the device system on the basis of the motor control internal value generated by the motor control
internal value generator.
[0011] According to an aspect of the invention for achieving the above object, a device system including a device
driven by a motor, includes: an actuator operated by a drive force of the motor; a motor controller for controlling the
motor; a motor control internal value generator for generating a motor control internal value as a state variable of the
motor controller; a state estimator for estimating a state of the device system on the basis of the motor control internal
value generated by the motor control internal value generator; and an information transfer unit for displaying information
on the state of the device system estimated by the state estimator.
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Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0012] According to the invention, the state of the device system which is difficult to model, can be estimated by
estimating the state of the device system on the basis of the motor control internal value.
[0013] Problems, components and effects other than those described above will become apparent from the following
description of the embodiments of the invention.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0014]

Fig. 1 shows an example of time varying characteristic value of a motor according to an embodiment of the invention.
Fig. 2 shows a configuration of a device system including a state monitoring device according to an example 1 of
the invention.
Fig. 3 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a motor controller.
Fig. 4 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a motor control internal value generator.
Fig. 5 is a block diagram showing an exemplary configuration of a state calculator.
Fig. 6 is a block diagram showing an exemplary configuration of the state calculator.
Fig. 7 is a block diagram showing an exemplary configuration of an information transfer unit.
Fig. 8 shows a configuration of a current command generator.
Fig. 9 shows a configuration of a device system including a state monitoring device according to an example 2 hereof.
Fig. 10 shows an exemplary configuration of a state estimator update unit.
Fig. 11 shows examplary updates of a state estimation model.
Fig. 12 shows a configuration of a device system including a state monitoring device according to an example 3 hereof.
Fig. 13 shows a configuration of a device system including a state monitoring device according to an example 4 hereof.
Fig. 14 shows a configuration of a machine tool system according to an example 5 hereof.
Fig. 15 shows a configuration of a vehicle device system according to an example 6 hereof.

Description of Embodiments

[0015] According to the embodiments of the invention, the state of a device system, which is too complicated to model
by the use of the transfer function, is estimated by the use of a motor control internal value highly associated with the
state of the device system. Further, a device system adapted to reduce load on device operators is constructed by using
the estimated state.
[0016] It is noted here that the state of the device system includes for example: states of the device per se such as
the presence or absence of abnormal operating state, and the degree of deterioration of the device; and states, such
as quality, of products produced by the device system. A state quantity is a measure indicating the state of the device
system. In the embodiments hereof, the state quantity is is estimated without employing special means (complicated
simulation or the like), but by the use of the motor control internal value.
[0017] First, a mechanism for estimating the state of the device system by the use of the motor control internal value
is described with reference to Fig. 1.
[0018] Fig. 1 shows an example of time varying characteristic value of a motor (time-series data) according to the
embodiments of the invention. In the figure, ’ωm’, ’Im’ and ’Vm’ denote the rotational speed of motor, the motor current
and the motor voltage of a real machine, respectively. The figure also shows time varying square-root of sum of squares
of q-axis voltage command value Vq and d-axis voltage command value Vd which are the motor control internal values.
[0019] It is noted that the motor is driven by an inverter and subjected to a so-called vector control that maintains the
motor current at a constant value.
[0020] Because of the occurrence of load pulsation, as shown in Fig. 1, the rotational speed of motor (ωm) pulsates.
In a case where the device system is not equipped with a motor speed sensor although provided with a current sensor
and a voltage sensor, the device system can acquire information on the motor current and motor voltage (Im, Vm) but
it is difficult for the device system to estimate the load pulsation from these information pieces.
[0021] As shown in Fig. 1, on the other hand, the square-root of sum of the squares of q-axis voltage command value
Vq and d-axis voltage command value Vd contains information on motor pulsation. When the rotational speed of motor
varies in conjunction with the load pulsation, the motor current oscillates at an early stage. However, the constant motor
current control is provided to maintain the motor current at a constant value by pulsating the q-axis voltage command
value Vq and the d-axis voltage command value Vd. As a result, the pulsation information does not appear on the motor
current (Im) or motor voltage (Vm), but the pulsation information appears on the square-root of sum of the squares of
q-axis voltage command value Vq and d-axis voltage command value Vd. Namely, the motor load indicating one state
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quantity of the device system can be estimated on the basis of the q-axis voltage command value Vq and the d-axis
voltage command value Vd as the motor control internal value.
[0022] The embodiments of the invention will be specifically described as below by way of examples 1 to 6 hereof and
with reference to the accompanying drawings. In the figures, like names and like reference numerals refer to components
having the same or similar constituent features.

Example 1

[0023] Fig. 2 shows a configuration of a device system with a state monitoring device according to an example 1 of
the invention. According to the example 1, an arithmetic processing unit such as a microcomputer functions as a controller
and the state monitoring device by executing predetermined programs (The same holds for the other examples hereof).
[0024] The example 1 includes as a power source: an inverter 1 and a motor 2 driven into rotation by the inverter 1.
The example 1 further includes an actuator 3 so driven by the motor 2 as to perform mechanical movements.
[0025] The inverter 1 is controlled by a motor controller 4 to which the so-called vector control method is applied. The
motor controller 4 acquires from the inverter 1 or the motor 2 information pieces such as motor current, motor voltage,
rotor position and rotational speed. In response to a command from a host controller, the motor controller generates a
voltage command value for driving the motor 2 on the basis of these information pieces. The motor controller 4 supplies
the resultant voltage command value to the inverter 1.
[0026] An external data acquirer 10 is composed of sensors and the like which are disposed at devices other than the
motor 2 and the inverter 1, and acquires device temperature, ambient temperature, high-order command values for the
device and the like.
[0027] A state estimator 5 includes: a motor control internal value generator 6 for generating a motor control internal
value; and a state calculator 7 for calculating a state quantity of the device system on the basis of the motor control
internal value generated by the motor control internal value generator 6.
[0028] The motor control internal value generator 6 generates the motor control internal value which is a state variable
of the motor controller 4 and is relevant to the state of the device system on the basis of the time-series data acquired
by a current sensor, a voltage sensor and a position sensor disposed at an input part or output part of the motor 2 and
independent from those for the motor controller 4, and the data acquired by the external data acquirer 10.
[0029] The state calculator 7 includes a state estimation model and uses the state estimation model for calculating
the state quantity on the basis of the motor control internal value generated by the motor control internal value generator
6. The state quantity indicates the state of the device system, namely the state of the device per se or the state (quality
or the like) of products produced by the device.
[0030] Specifically, the state estimator 5 receives the data acquired by the above-described sensors and the external
data acquirer 10 so as to generate the motor control internal value on the basis of input data, and outputs the state
quantity calculated on the basis of the motor control internal value thus generated or information on the state of the
device system indicated by this state quantity (hereinafter, described as "estimated state"). The estimated state outputted
from the state estimator 5 is transferred to an information transfer unit 8 and a motor controller update unit 9 to be
described hereinlater.
[0031] In response to the estimated state outputted from the state estimator 5, the information transfer unit 8 gives
information on the state of the device system such as information on the state of the device per se or the change thereof
or information on the quality of the product or the change thereof to the operator using the device system or a manager
of the device system by means of display, sound, lamp or the like. Thus is achieved the reduction of workload required
for checking timing of device maintenance, state assessment in the quality change and readjustment of the device.
[0032] The motor controller update unit 9 changes the motor controller 4, namely a control command, a control pa-
rameter or control software on the basis of the estimated state outputted from the state estimator 5. In a case where the
products have changed in quality, the motor controller update unit 9 changes the motor controller 4 so as to suppress
the change in product quality. This permits adjustment work for the device system to be automated, leading to the
reduction of workload.
[0033] Next, more detailed descriptions are made on the motor controller 4 and the state estimator 5.
[0034] Fig. 3 is a block diagram showing a configuration of the motor controller 4.
[0035] While Fig. 3 shows a position command θ* as a command from the host controller, the command may be a
speed (rotational speed) command ω* or a torque command Trq*. In a case where the command from the host controller
is the speed (rotational speed) command ω* and the torque command Trq*, block diagrams of the motor controller 4
correspond to a block on the right side of a border line A in Fig. 3 and to a block on the right side of a border line B,
respectively.
[0036] When the position command θ* is inputted from the host controller to the motor controller 4, as shown in Fig.
3, a speed command generator 101 generates a speed command ω* on the basis of a difference between a position
feedback value θm measured by a sensor and the position command value θ* and outputs the resultant command.
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[0037] When the speed command ω* is inputted, a torque command generator 102 generates a torque command Trq*
on the basis of a difference between a speed (rotational speed) feedback value ωm measured by a sensor and the
speed command ω* and outputs the resultant command.
[0038] When the torque command Trq* is inputted, a current command generator 103 generates current commands
on d-axis and q-axis of a rotating system of coordinates, namely a d-axis current command Id* and a q-axis current
command Iq* on the basis of the torque command Trq* and outputs the resultant commands.
[0039] When the d-axis current command Id* and the q-axis current command Iq* are inputted, a voltage command
generator 104 generates voltage commands on the d-axis and q-axis of the coordinates, namely a d-axis voltage com-
mand Vd* and a q-axis voltage command Vq* on the basis of a difference between a d-axis current feedback value Id
and the d-axis current command Id* and a difference between a q-axis current feedback value Iq and the q-axis current
command Iq* and outputs the resultant commands.
[0040] It is noted here that the d-axis current feedback value Id and the q-axis current feedback value Iq are obtained
through three-phase to two-phase conversion where a three phase/two phase converter 106 converts a U-phase current
feedback value Iu, a V-phase current feedback value Iv and a W-phase current feedback value Iw measured by sensors
into two-phase quantities.
[0041] When the d-axis voltage command Vd* and the q-axis voltage command Vq* are inputted, a two phase/three
phase converter 105 converts the d-axis voltage command Vd* and the q-axis voltage command Vq* into a U-phase
voltage command Vu*, a V-phase voltage command Vv* and a W-phase voltage command Vw* and outputs these voltage
commands to the inverter 1.
[0042] Next, the description is made on the state estimator 5.
[0043] As described above (see Fig. 2), the state estimator 5 includes the motor control internal value generator 6
and the state calculator 7. The description is first made on the motor control internal value generator 6 and then, on the
state calculator 7.
[0044] Fig. 4 is a block diagram showing a configuration of the motor control internal value generator 6.
[0045] As shown in Fig. 4, the motor control internal value generator 6 is a so-called reverse model of the motor
controller 4 shown in Fig. 3. Specifically, the motor control internal value generator 6 includes: a speed command
generator inverse model 111; a torque command generator inverse model 112; a current command generator inverse
model 113; a voltage command generator inverse model 114; a three phase/two phase converter 115 and a three
phase/two phase converter 116 which correspond to the speed command generator 101, the torque command generator
102; the current command generator 103; the voltage command generator 104; the two phase/three phase converter
105; and the three phase/two phase converter 106, respectively.
[0046] While Fig. 4 shows the position command θ* as a command outputted from the host controller to the motor
controller 4, the host controller may also output the torque command Trq* or speed command ω*. In a case where the
commands from the host controller are the torque command Trq*, the speed command ω*, and the position command
θ*, the block diagrams of the motor control internal value generator 6 correspond to a block on the right side of a border
line C in Fig. 4, a block on the right side of a border line D and to a block on the right side of a border line E, respectively.
[0047] According to the configuration shown in Fig. 4, the motor control internal value generator 6 calculates: the d-
axis current feedback value Id and the q-axis current feedback value Iq; the d-axis voltage command Vd* and the q-axis
voltage command Vq*; the d-axis current command Id* and the q-axis current command Iq*; the torque command Tr q*;
the speed command ω*; and the position command θ* on the basis of any one or more of the motor three-phase voltage
feedback values Vu, Vv, Vw; the motor three-pahse current feedback values Iu, Iv, Iw; speed feedback value ωm; and
the position feedback value θm which are the time-series data acquired by the current sensor, the voltage sensor and
the position sensor which are disposed at the input part or output part of the motor 2 and independent from those for
the motor controller 4.
[0048] According to the example 1, the state variables of the motor controller 4 θ*, θm, ω*, ωm, Trq*, Id*, Iq*, Id, Iq,
Vd*, Vq*, Vu*, Vv*, Vw*, Vu, Vv, Vw, Iu, Iv, Iw; the difference between the command value and the measured value; and
output values of a comparator, integrator and a differentiator constituting the controller are the motor control internal
values. Specifically, any one or more of these motor control internal values of the motor controller 4 are generated by
the motor control internal value generator 6.
[0049] According to the example 1, out of the state variables of the motor controller, those state variables that are
generated and used in the process by the motor controller 4 but not outputted from the motor controller 4 (such as Id*,
Iq*, Id, Iq, Vd*, Vq*) can also be generated by the motor control internal value generator 6 shown in Fig. 4. Accordingly,
the example 1 is applicable to the estimation of various states of a wide variety of device systems.
[0050] Fig. 5 and Fig. 6 are block diagrams showing an exemplary configuration of the state calculator 7.
[0051] As described above, the state calculator 7 (see Fig. 2) calculates a state quantity indicating a state of the device
system, namely a state of the device per se or a state (such as quality) of products produced by the device on the basis
of at least one motor control internal value generated by the motor control internal value generator 6. It is noted that the
state calculator 7 may also calculate the state quantity on the basis of data (such as device temperature) acquired by
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the external data acquirer 10 (see Fig. 2) in addition to the motor control internal value. Fig. 5 and Fig. 6 show the motor
control internal value (X1 to Xn) and the data (Z1 to Zn) acquired by the external external data acquirer 10 are inputted
to the state calculator 7.
[0052] In Fig. 5 and Fig. 6, X1 to Xn denote the motor control internal value while Z1 to Zn denote the information
acquired by the external data acquirer 10. The state calculator 7 receives at least one motor control internal value.
Whether or not the information acquired by the external data acquirer 10 is inputted and the number of inputs are arbitrary.
[0053] The type and the number of motor control internal values and information pieces acquired by the external data
acquirer 10, as inputted to the state calculator 7, are set according to the configuration (such as statistical model to be
described hereinlater) of the state calculator.
[0054] While ’n’ is used as the index of Xn, Zn, Cn (to be described hereinlater) in Fig. 5 and Fig. 6 for convenience,
the ’n’ indicates that the respective numbers of Xn, Zn, Cn are arbitrary but does not mean that the numbers of Xn, Zn,
Cn are the same.
[0055] According to the exemplary configuration of Fig. 5, the state calculator 7 has a regression formula as a statistical
model used for the calculation of state quantity. According to this exemplary configuration, the state calculator 7 includes:
a characteristic quantity calculator 121 for determiing a characteristic quantity as an explanatory variable of the regression
formula; and a computing unit 122 for calculating a state quantity (objective variable) by applying the characteristic
quantity set by the characteristic quantity calculator 121 to the regression formula.
[0056] The characteristic quantity calculator 121 receives Xn and Zn so as to calculate a characteristic quantity Cn
(explanatory variable) on the basis of the input Xn and Zn. The characteristic quantity is inputted to the computing unit
122. The characteristic quantity calculator 121 may output instantaneous data of Xn and Zn directly as the characteristic
quantity Cn. Otherwise, the characteristic quantity calculator may output the results (amplitude, phase and the like) of
frequency analysis of the instantaneous data of Xn and Zn in a predetermined time segment; effective value, average
value, standard deviation, maximum or minimum value in the predetermined time segment; or overshoot quantity or
peak value in the predetermined time segment. The number of characteristic quantities Cn may be one or more than
one depending upon the regression formula.
[0057] Further, the characteristic quantity calculator 121 may also output, as the characteristic quantity, a predeter-
mined quantity calculated from the motor control internal value, such as effective electric power, reactive power, square-
root of sum of Vq and Vd such as shown in Fig. 1. Further, disturbance torque estimated by a so-called observer or the
like may also be used as the characteristic quantity. These characteristic quantities may also be subjected to frequency
analysis or statistical calculation (average) before outputted.
[0058] The computing unit 122 receives the characteristic quantities C1 to Cn outputted from the characteristic quantity
calculator 121 and calculates state quantity estimate values (Ya, Yb) on the basis of the characteristic quantities C1 to Cn.
[0059] As indicated by the graph of the figure, the exemplary configuration of Fig. 5 uses a one-dimensional regression
formula where the characteristic quantity C1 is used as the explanatory variable while the state quantity Y indicating the
device state or the product quality is used as the objective variable. In a case where the value of the input characteristic
quantity C1 is Ca, the computing unit 122 outputs a calculated value Ya of the regression formula for Ca as a present
state quantity (estimate value). The computing unit 122 also outputs a standard deviation Yb of the state quantity for Ca
as the state quantity (estimate value) . As just described, the use of the regression formula provides the estimation of
average state quantity as well as the estimation of dispersion quantity of the state quantity. Therefore, not only the state
of the device or product but also the incidence rate of the state of interest can be estimated by the use of the regression
formula.
[0060] The state estimator 5 may output the calculated state quantity (estimate value) as the estimated state or may
output the information on the state of the device system indicated by the state quantity (e.g., the operating state of the
device or quality of the products) as the estimated state.
[0061] The regression formula of the computing unit 122 is previously obtained by statistical modeling or the like using
previously acquired motor control internal value data, monitoring data of the device state at the time of acquisition of the
relevant data, and result of product inspection.
[0062] Another exemplary configuration of the state calculator 7 is shown in Fig. 6.
[0063] According to the exemplary configuration of Fig. 6, the state calculator 7 has a clustering result as the statistical
model used for the state quantity calculation. The state calculator 7 according to the exemplary configuration includes:
a characteristic quantity calculator 123 having the same function as the above-described characteristic quantity calculator
121 of Fig. 5; and a classifier 124 for calculating a state quantity on the basis of the characteristic quantity set by the
characteristic quantity calculator 121 and by using the clustering result regarding the device state or product state.
[0064] The signs X1 to Xn, Z1 to Zn and C1 to Cn in Fig. 6 are just as explained with rerefernce to Fig. 5.
[0065] In a characteristic quantity space (two dimensional space (C1, C2) as seen in Fig. 6) previously obtained by
clasutering, the classifier 124 calculates a distance between a range where the device or product exhibits a predetermined
state (e.g., normal state) and a characteristic quantity C1 to Cn set by the characteristic quantity calculator 121, namely
a spatial point in the characteristic quantity space. On the basis of the calculated distance, the classifier determines
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whether the device or product is in the predetermined state or not. The classifier 124 outputs a state quantity (estimate
value) Y3 according to the determination result.
[0066] In a case where the input characteristic quantities C1 and C2 are Ca and Cb, respectively, as indicated by the
example of clustering result shown in the figure, the classifier 124 of the exemplary configuration of Fig. 6 calculates the
distance between the point (Ca, Cb) in the two dimensional characteristic quantity space and the range of normal product
quality (cluster) in this space. The classifier 124 outputs the calculated distance or a predetermined quantity corresponding
to the distance as the state quantity (estimate value) Y3. It is noted here that Euclidean distance or Mahalanobis distance,
for example, are usable as the calculated distance.
[0067] The state estimator 5 may output the calculated state quantity (estimate value) as the estimated state. Otherwise,
the state estimator may also output information on the state of the device system indicated by the state quantity (such
as abnormalities in the device or product quality abnormality) as the estimated state.
[0068] Just as described, the use of the clustering result provides high accuracy estimation of whether or not the
device or product is in the predetermined state (such as the normal state).
[0069] The characteristic quantity space is not limited to the two dimensional space but may also be a multidimensional
space of three or more dimensions. Further, more than one range (cluster) of the predetermined state quantity may be
used for the determination of the distance. This makes it possible to determine which of the pural predetermined states
is the state of the device or product.
[0070] The clustering result used by the classifier 124 is previously obtained by machine learning or artificial inteligence
which uses the motor control internal value acquired in the past, the monitoring data of the device state at the time of
acquisition of the relevant data and the result of product inspection.
[0071] Even in the case of the deterioration of device or the quality of product, which is hard to model by the use of
the transfer function or the physical model of which is hard to construct, the state of the device system can be estimated
with high accuracies by using the statistical model for calculation of the state quantity.
[0072] Next, the information transfer unit 8 is described in more detail.
[0073] The information transfer unit 8 (see Fig. 2) displays the estimated state outputted from the state estimator 5 by
way of image or sound. Further, the information transfer unit may also display, along with the estimated state, the
characteristic quantity used by the state estimator 5. Furthermore, the information transfer unit may also display the
estimated state over time. Such displays permit the operator to comprehend the present state of the device or product
accurately. The information transfer unit may also display reference value or threshold value and the meaning of the
data (such as information on the necessity of adjustment of the device) in parallel. This permits the operator to make
an accurate decision on the quality or acceptability of the device or product.
[0074] Information display device includes: image display devices such as display; sound display devices such as
alarm; and a lighting display device such as rotating red light. In a case where an alarm or a rotating warning light is
used, for example, the information transfer unit 8 compares the state quantity estimate value Ya with a predetermined
threshold value and activates the alarm or rotating warning light if the state quantity estimate value is equal to or more
than the threshold value.
[0075] Fig. 7 is a block diagram showing an exemplary configuration of the information transfer unit 8. The exemplary
configuration includes: an information processor 125 which displays the data items including the state quantity (estimate
value) and the characteristic quantity and generates information on the state of the device or products by processing
these data items; and a display for displaying the information generated by the information processor 125. The information
generated by the information processor is an index for device adjustment which is used, for example, in a case where
a state quantity (estimate value) Y1 (=Ya) indicating the product quality exceeds a specification value (Yt). The index is
used for lowering the state quantity Y to Yt or less.
[0076] According to the exemplary configuration of Fig. 7, the state quantity (estimate value) Ya or the estimated state
outputted by the state estimator 5 (Fig. 2) is inputted to a regression formula inverse model unit 127 of the information
processor 125. The regression formula inverse model unit 127 is an inverse model of the above-described computing
unit 122 (Fig. 5). In response to the input Ya, the regression formula inverse model unit calculates a variation ΔC of the
characteristic quantity C1 such as to lower the state quantity Y (=Y1=Ya) indicating the quality to a value equal to the
specification value Yt or less.
[0077] A converter 128 of the information processor 125 generates the index for device adjustment according to the
variation ΔC of the characteristic quantity calculated by the regression formula inverse model unit 127. For example, the
converter 128 calculates a changed value K’ of a control gain (=K*(Ca-ΔC)/Ca (K: present control gain) for the motor
controller 4 (Fig. 2) . According to the changed value K’ of the control gain, the converter 128 displays, on a display 126,
an image of an index for adjustment of the control gain (for example, to increase or decrease the control gain from the
present level). Incidentally, the converter may also display the value of K’.
[0078] In a case where the characteristic quantity C1 is the q-axis current command Iq*, an adjustment index of the
control gain (K) for the current command generator 103 (Fig. 3) of the motor controller 4 (Fig. 2) is displayed. A configuration
of the current command generator 103 of this case is shown in Fig. 8. Since the configuration of Fig. 8 is based on the
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publicly known technique, the description of the configuration is dispensed with.
[0079] The information transfer unit shown in Fig. 7 displays the indexes for the adjustment work. This not only enables
the operator to accomplish an appropriate adjustment of the device but also reduces the load on the operator involved
in the device adjustment work.
[0080] Next, the motor controller update unit 9 is described in more detail.
[0081] In response to the estimated state outputted from the the state estimator 5, the motor controller update unit 9
(Fig. 2) updates a motor control command value and a control parameter of the motor controller. For instance, the motor
controller update unit 9 compares the state quantity (estimate value) with the predetermined threshold value and increases
or decreases the previously set motor control command value and control parameter according to the comparison result.
[0082] The motor controller update unit 9 may also change the motor control command value or control parameter by
using a predetermined function in place of the threshold value. In a case where more than one state quantity (estimate
value) is inputted, the motor controller update unit 9 may use machine learning to search for a motor control command
value and motor control parameter to be changed and to change the searched motor control command value and motor
control parameter according to these plural state quantities (estimate values). Reinforcement learning such as Q-learning
is applicable as the machine learning.
[0083] Further, not only the motor control command value and the motor control parameter but also motor control
software per se may be changed.
[0084] The motor controller update unit 9 as described above provides automatic adjustment of the device according
to the state of the device or product. Thus, the workload on the operators can be reduced.
[0085] According to the example 1 as described above, the state of the device system, which is difficult to model by
the use of the transfer function or the like, can be estimated by estimating the state of the device system, namely the
motor control internal value affecting the state of the device per se or the product state on the basis of the sensor
information or the information acquired by the external data acquirer, followed by estimating the state of the device
system on the basis of the motor control internal value thus estimated.
[0086] While the motor control internal value generator 6 of the example 1 generates the motor control internal value
on the basis of the data acquired by the sensors disposed independently from those for the motor controller 4, the motor
control internal value may also be generated on the basis of the data acquired by the sensors for the motor controller
4. Thus, a state monitoring function can be imparted to the device system without increasing the number of sensors. In
a case where a state monitoring device equipped with the state estimator 5 shown in Fig. 2 is added to the device system
by installing an independent sensor for state monitoring purpose, the device system does not require wiring change or
characteristic readjustment of the sensors for the motor controller 4. Therefore, the state monitoring device can be easily
added to the device system. Particularly, the state monitoring device can be easily added to the existing device system.
Since the state monitoring device does not affect the operations of the motor controller, the motor controller does not
require the readjustment thereof. At the same time, the motor controller can maintain the motor control irrespective of
the operation of the state control device.

Example 2

[0087] Fig. 9 shows a configuration of a device system with a state monitoring device according to an example 2
hereof. The following description mainly focuses on differences from the example 1.
[0088] In the example 2, the regression formula, the clustering result and the like which are used by a state calculator
17 are updated according to the state of a device system. Therefore, as shown in Fig. 9, a state quantity acquirer 20
and a state estimator update unit 21 are added to the device system of the example 1.
[0089] The state quantity acquirer 20 extracts, from the records (not shown) of actual state of the device system, data
used by the state estimator update unit 21, namely actual state quantities recorded. Such records include, for example,
records of past maintenance jobs done on the device and records of past inspection of product quality.
[0090] The contents of the maintenance records include for example: failure part of the device; failed state (such as
broken condition (fracture, crack) of machining tool of machine tool); operating time to failure; location of abnormality
less serious than failure; abnormal state; and operating time to abnormality. The contents of the records of inspection
of product quality include for example: surface roughness of cutting object machined by a cutting machine; viscosity of
kneaded product kneaded by a kneader; and the presence of burrs or warp of molded product by injection molding
machine. These records are often digitized and stored in a database. Accordingly, the state quantity acquirer 20 may
be composed of software capable of dealing with database manipulation SQL (Structured Query Language).
[0091] The state estimator update unit 21 receives the data extracted by the state quantity acquirer 20, at least one
motor control internal value associated with this data and the information outputted from the state calculator 17, and
updates the regression formula, the clustering result and the like, as used by the state calculator 17, on the basis of
these information pieces. It is noted here that the motor control internal value received by the state estimator update
unit 21 is data at the time of acquisition of the data (the result of device maintenance, the result of product inspection
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and the like) inputted from the state quantity acquirer 20 and is recorded as associated with the record of the state of
the device system. In response to the extraction of the data (the recorded actual state quantity) by the state quantity
acquirer 20, therefore, the corresponding motor control internal value is inputted to the state estimator update unit 21.
[0092] While Fig. 9 shows that information from an external data acquirer 22 is also inputted to the state estimator
update unit 21, the specification of the information from the external data acquirer 22 is arbitrary. Incidentally, the state
calculator can be updataed with high accuracies by using the information from the external data acquirer 22 in combination.
[0093] Fig. 10 shows an exemplary configuration of the state estimator update unit 21.
[0094] As described above, the motor control internal value, the state quantity of the device or product, and the external
data are accumulated in a data storage unit 201 for a certain period of time from the past to the present. It is preferred
that an acquisition period of the data stored, the timing to store the data and the quantity of the data stored are previously
defined.
[0095] The data stored in the data storage unit 201 is inputted to a characteristic quantity calculator 202. The function
of the characteristic quantity calculator 202 is the same as that of the characteristic quantity calculators 121, 123 (Fig.
5, Fig. 6) of the example 1.
[0096] A characteristic quantity of the motor control internal value, as calculated by the characteristic quantity calculator
202, is inputted to a model generator 203. On the basis of the input characteristic value and a state quantity retrieved
from the data storage unit 201, the model generator 203 generates the regression formula by means of statistical modeling
or machine leraning, or performs the clustering by means of machine learning or artificial intelligence. When generating
the regression formula or performing the clustering, the model generator performs the modeling by using the state
quantity and the characteristic quantity as the objective variable and the explanatory variable, respectively.
[0097] A model change decision unit 204 compares a state estimation model (such as the regression formula or
clustering result) generated by the model generator 203 with a state estimation model (such as the regression formula
or clustering result set in the state estimator) currently used for the state estimation, so as to determine whether or not
parameters of the state estimation model currently used need be changed, or determines whether or not the model per
se need be changed. The model change decision unit 204 outputs the determination result as change information. On
the basis of the change information, a state estimator 15 updataes the state estimation model set in the state calculator 17.
[0098] The state estimation model may be updated at predetermined intervals or on an irregular basis. In a case where
the regression formula is outputted from the model generator 203, it is preferred to update only the parameters if the
currently used regression formula and the regression formula outputted from the model generator 203 are in the same
form (for example, both are in linear form). If the outputted regression formula is changed in the form, it is preferred to
update the whole formula. In a case where the clustering result is outputted from the model generator 203, it is preferred
to update the currently used clustering result to the result outputted from the model generator 203.
[0099] Fig. 11 shows examplary updates of the state estimation model in a case where the state estimation model is
expressed by the regression formula. In this example, the form of the regression formula changes with time so that the
entire formula is updated.
[0100] According to the example 2 as described above, the state estimation model is updated by the state estimator
update unit 21 and hence, the accuracy of the state estimation is ensured if the state of the device or the product changes
with time.

Example 3

[0101] Fig. 12 shows a configuration of a device system with a state monitoring device according to an example 3
hereof. The following description mainly focuses on differences from the example 1.
[0102] Just as in the example 1, a motor controller 34 of the example 2 generates the voltage command applied to
an inverter 31 and has a function as the motor control internal value generator 6 of the example 1. While the motor
controller 34 has the same configuration as that of the example 1 (see Fig. 3), the motor controller 34 outputs to a state
calculator 37 the motor control internal values (Id, Iq, Vd*, Vq*, Trq*, ω* and the like) in the process of generating the
voltage command in response to a high-order command.
[0103] According to the example 3, the device system can be simplified because the motor controller doubles as the
motor control internal value generator so that the sensor for the motor control purpose is also used for the generation
of the motor control internal value.

Example 4

[0104] Fig. 13 shows a configuration of a device system with a state monitoring device according to an example 4
hereof. The following description mainly focuses on differences from the example 3.
[0105] According to the example 4, a state quantity acquirer 50 and a state estimator update unit 51 are added to the
device system of the example 3. According to the example 3, just as in the above-described example 2 (Fig. 9), the
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regression formula and the clustering result used by a state calculator 47 are updated according to the state of the device
system.
[0106] According to the example 4, the device system can be similified. In addition, the device system can ensure the
accuracy of the state estimation although the state of the device or the product changes with time.

Example 5

[0107] Fig. 14 shows a configuration of a machine tool system with a milling machine according to an example 5
hereof. This device system is equipped with the same state monitoring part as that of the example 4 (see Fig. 13) .
[0108] In the example 5 as shown in Fig. 14, an actuator driven by a motor is an end mill 403 or a machining tool of
a milling machine. A motor controller 408 controls an inverter 405 on the basis of a cutting speed command from a milling
machine controller (not shown) as the host controller so that a motor 404 and the end mill 403 are driven.
[0109] An external data acquirer 406 acquires information pieces such as cutting feed rate and cutting position from
the milling machine controller. A state quantity acquirer 407 acquires from a quality inspection database 401 an inspection
result of surface roughness of a plate material cut with the milling machine. These acquired data items and the motor
control internal value outputted from the motor controller 408 are inputted to a state estimator update unit 410 which
generates and updates the regression formula used by a state estimator 409. Using the regression formula, the state
estimator 409 estimates the quality of a cutting object during the cutting work.
[0110] An information transfer unit 411 indicates an estimation result of the quality of the cutting object calculated by
the state estimator 409, the explanatory variable (the characteristic quantity of the motor control internal value) used for
the quality estimation and the changes of these variables on a display disposed in vicinity of the milling machine.
[0111] It is noted that the configuration of the example 1 or the example 2 may be applied to the configuration of the
state estimator of the example 5.
[0112] According to the example 5, a quantitative determination of the quality of the cutting object can be made in real
time. This leads to the reduction of work load on the operator when checking the product quality or making device
adjustment for quality improvement. Further, the example permits the quality of the cutting object to be determined
without installing a special sensor, such as surface roughness meter, for detecting the quality of the cutting object.
[0113] The system configuration of the example 5 is not limited to the machine tool system equipped with the milling
machine but is also applicable to other machine tool systems such as one equipped with a drilling machine using a drill
bit as a machining tool.

Example 6

[0114] Fig. 15 shows a configuration of a vehicle device system according to an example 6 hereof. The device system
includes the same state monitoring part as that of the example 4 (see Fig. 13). The term "vehicle" used herein means
an electric railway vehicle and electric motorcar.
[0115] According to the example 6, as shown in Fig. 15, an actuator driven by a motor is wheels 303. In response to
a torque command from an accelerator driven by a driver or a master controller (not shown) as the host controller, a
motor controller 308 controls an inverter 305 so that a motor 304 and the wheels 303 are driven.
[0116] An external data acquirer 306 acquires data items such as wether and temperature. A state quantity acquirer
307 acquires time for replacement of the wheels 303 or a failure factor from a maintenance database 301. These acquired
data items and the motor control internal value outputted from the motor controller 308 are inputted to a state estimator
update unit 310, which generates and updates a clustering result used by a state estimator 309. Using the clustering
result, the state estimator 309 estimates the time for wheel replacement or a failure time. The information acquired by
the external data acquirer 306 and the state quantity acquirer 307, and the motor control internal value may be acquired
not only from an own vehicle but also from other vehicle.
[0117] An information transfer unit 311 displays, on a display disposed in vicinity of a driver seat, an estimation result
of the time for wheel replacement or the failure time as estimated by the state estimator 309 and the change in the
explanatory variable (the characteristic quantity of the motor control internal value) used for the estimation of the time
for wheel replacement or the failure time.
[0118] In a case where the replacement time or the failure time is near as determined from the time for motor replacement
or wheel replacement or the failure time as estimated by the state estimator 309, a motor controller update unit 312
changes a control command value or control parameter of the the motor controller 308 so as to perform an output limit
operation for extending the service life of the device. This provides a quantitative determination of the wheel state or the
like on a real-time basis. Hence, workload on an inspector checking for the wheel state or analyzing the failure factor
can be reduced. Further, an abrupt system shut-down can be prevented because the operation for extending the device
service life can be automatically performed.
[0119] It is noted that the configuration of the example 1 or the example 2 may be applied to the configuration of the
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state estimator of the example 6.
[0120] According to the example 6, the time for wheel replacement or the failure time can be determined with high
accuracies. This leads to the reduction of maintenance rate, workload and maintenance costs. Further, the device is
improved in reliability because a maintenance work for the device is performed at proper time so that the failure is
prevented.
[0121] It is noted that the present invention is not limited to the above-described embodiments but can include a variety
of modifications. The above-described examples hereof, for instance, are the detailed illustrations to clarify the invention.
The invention is not necessarily limited to those including all the components described above. A part of the arrangement
of each embodiment permits addition of some component of another embodiment, the omission thereof or replacement
thereof.

List of Reference Signs

[0122]

1,11,31,41,305,405: inverter
2,12,32,42,304,404: motor
3,13,33,43: actuator
4,14,34,44,308,408: motor controller
5,15,309,409: state estimator
6,16: motor control internal value generator
7,17,37,47: state calculator
8,18,38,48,311,411: information transfer unit
9,19,39,49,312: motor controller update unit
10,22,52,306,406: external data acquirer
20,50,307,407: state quantity acquirer
21,51,310,410: state estimator update unit
101: speed command generator
102: torque command generator
103: current command generator
104: voltage command generator
105: two phase/three phase converter
106,115,116: three phase/two phase converter
111: speed command generator inverse model
112: torque command generator inverse model
113: current command generator inverse model
114: voltage command generator inverse model
121,123: characteristic quantity calculator
122: computing unit
124: classifier
125: information processor
126: display
127: regression formula inverse model unit
128: converter
201: data storage unit
202: characteristic quantity calculator
203: model generator
204: model change decision unit
301: maintenance database
302: driver seat
303: wheel
401: quality inspection database
403: end mill

Claims

1. A state monitoring device for a device system including a device driven by a motor controlled by a motor controller,
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comprising:

a motor control internal parameter value generator for generating a motor control internal parameter value as
a state variable of the motor controller on the basis of sensor information; and
a state estimator for estimating a state of the device system on the basis of the motor control internal parameter
value generated by the motor control internal parameter value generator.

2. The state monitoring device according to Claim 1, wherein
the state of the device system is a state of the device or a state of a product produced by the device.

3. The state monitoring device according to Claim 2, wherein
the motor control internal parameter value includes any of position command, position feedback value, speed com-
mand, speed feedback value, torque command, d-axis current command, q-axis current command, d-axis current
feedback value, q-axis current feedback value, d-axis voltage command, q-axis voltage command, motor voltage
command, motor voltage feedback value, motor current feedback value, deviation between the feedback value and
the command value, output of a comparator, output of an integrator and output of a differentiator.

4. The state monitoring device according to Claim 3, wherein
the sensor information includes any of the position feedback value, the speed feedback value, the motor voltage
feedback value and the motor current feedback value.

5. The state monitoring device according to Claim 2, wherein
the state estimator estimates the state of the device system on the basis of a statistical model.

6. The state monitoring device according to Claim 1, wherein
the motor control internal parameter value generator comprises an inverse model of the motor controller.

7. The state monitoring device according to Claim 1 or 6, wherein
the sensor information is acquired by a sensor disposed at an input part or output part of the motor controller or the
motor independently of the sensor for the motor controller.

8. The state monitoring device according to Claim 1, further comprising an information transfer unit for displaying
information on the state of the device system estimated by the state estimator.

9. The state monitoring device according to Claim 1, further comprising a motor controller update unit for updating the
motor controller according to the state of the device system estimated by the state estimator.

10. The state monitoring device according to Claim 1, further comprising:

a state quantity acquirer for acquiring past data about the state of the device system; and
a state estimator update unit for updating the state estimator on the basis of the data acquired by the state
quantity acquirer.

11. The state monitoring device according to Claim 10, wherein
the data is a maintenance result of the device or a quality inspection result of a product produced by the device.

12. The state monitoring device according to Claim 1, wherein
the motor control internal parameter value generator is a unit which is included in the motor controller and which
outputs the state variable via the motor controller.

13. A device system including a device driven by a motor, comprising:

an actuator operated by a drive force of the motor;
a motor controller for controlling the motor;
a motor control internal parameter value generator for generating a motor control internal parameter value as
a state variable of the motor controller;
a state estimator for estimating a state of the device system on the basis of the motor control internal parameter
value generated by the motor control internal parameter value generator; and
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an information transfer unit for displaying information on the state of the device system estimated by the state
estimator.

14. The device system according to Claim 13, wherein
the actuator is a machining tool of a machine tool,
the device system further comprising:

a state quantity acquirer for acquiring a quality inspection result of a product produced by the machine tool; and
a state estimator update unit for updating the state estimator on the basis of the quality inspection result acquired
by the state quantity acquirer.

15. The device system according to Claim 13, wherein
the actuator is wheels of a vehicle,
the device system further comprising:

a state quantity acquirer for acquiring a maintenance result of the vehicle; and
a state estimator update unit for updating the state estimator on the basis of the maintenance result acquired
by the state quantity acquirer.
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