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(54) Modular mobile platform for use with commercial devices

(57) A system for using electronic device on a mobile
platform is provided, which comprises a protective hous-
ing to encase the electronic device to enable, the elec-
tronic device to be used on the mobile platform without
modification to the electronic device. One required sys-

tem for operation of the mobile platform may be coupled
to the mobile platform, after which the mobile platform is
certified according to predefined standards, then, at least
one optional system is coupled to the mobile platform
without re-certifying the mobile platform.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims the benefit of U.S. Pro-
visional Patent Application No. 61/666,288, filed on June
29, 2012, which is incorporated herein by reference in its
entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] The present teachings relate to mobile plat-
forms, and more specifically relate to a modular mobile
platform, such as an aircraft, and also relate to a mobile
platform that interfaces with commercial electronic de-
vices.

BACKGROUND

[0003] Generally, mobile platforms are subjected to
strict standards for their operation. In the example of an
aircraft, the aircraft is required to meet airworthiness
standards set forth by various aviation administrations.
These standards make it difficult to update or upgrade
systems in the aircraft in the event that new or better
technology is developed. In this regard, aircraft are gen-
erally manufactured with a plurality of stand-alone sys-
tems, with each of these systems having dedicated hard-
ware and software. Any changes to the hardware and
software of these systems after airworthiness certifica-
tion generally  requires a re-certification of the system,
thereby making updates and upgrades after the manu-
facture of the aircraft undesirable. Thus, the very short
lifecycles of about 9 to about 18 months in the consumer
information and communication technology industries do
not necessarily match the lifecycles of the aircraft indus-
try, and this may cause severe obsolescence problems.
In many cases, the desired electronic components may
become obsolete before the relevant equipment is re-
certified and installed on the aircraft.
[0004] In addition, many mobile platforms are incom-
patible with commercial electronic devices. Generally,
the commercial electronic devices have to be modified
prior to use on the mobile platform, which can make the
use of commercial electronic devices on the mobile plat-
form cumbersome and can void manufacturers’ warran-
ties for the commercial electronic devices.
[0005] In addition, other objects, desirable features
and characteristics will become apparent from the sub-
sequent summary and detailed description, and the ap-
pended claims, taken in conjunction with the accompa-
nying drawings and this background.

SUMMARY

[0006] According to various aspects, provided is a
method for manufacturing a mobile platform. The method
includes coupling at least one required system for the

operation of the mobile platform to the mobile platform,
and certifying the mobile platform according to prede-
fined standards. The method also includes coupling at
least one optional system to the mobile platform without
re-certifying the mobile platform.
[0007] Also provided is a system for using an electronic
device on a mobile platform. The system can include a
protective housing to encase the electronic device to en-
able the electronic device to be used on the mobile plat-
form without modification to the electronic device.
[0008] A person skilled in the art can gather other char-
acteristics and advantages of the disclosure from the fol-
lowing description of exemplary embodiments that refers
to the  attached drawings, wherein the described exem-
plary embodiments should not be interpreted in a restric-
tive sense.
[0009] According to an aspect of the invention, a meth-
od of manufacturing a mobile platform is provided, in
which at least one required system for operation of the
mobile platform is coupled to the mobile platform, the
mobile platform is certified according to predefined stand-
ards and at least one optional system is coupled to the
mobile platform without re-certifying the mobile platform.
[0010] The mobile platform may be an aircraft, such
as an airplane, a helicopter or an airship, a land vehicle
or a ship.
[0011] According to an exemplary embodiment of the
invention, the at least one required system is a power
supply system of the mobile platform.
[0012] According to another exemplary embodiment
of the invention, the at least one optional system is se-
lected from the group comprising: a connection flight in-
formation system, electronic flight book system, a cabin
surveillance system, a cabin logbook system, a cabin
control system, a crew communication system, a cabin
lighting system, a cabin information display system, a
ground to satellite mobile communication system, a pilot
communication system, a destination and route informa-
tion service system, a catering system, a damage detec-
tion system, a wireless internet system, an in-flight en-
tertainment system, an in-flight internet access system,
an in-flight shopping, an in-flight gaming, an in-flight video
on demand service systems, and an on-board intranet
service system and combinations thereof.
[0013] According to another exemplary embodiment
of the invention, the optional system is a wireless net-
work.
[0014] According to another exemplary embodiment
of the invention, the method further comprises the step
of transferring and receiving data between the at least
one optional system and the at least one required system
via a communications system.
[0015] According to another exemplary embodiment
of the invention, the method further comprises the steps
of establishing a communications link with the commu-
nications system between the mobile platform and a
ground based service system, and transferring and re-
ceiving data regarding the at least one optional system
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and the at least one required system over the communi-
cations link.
[0016] According to another exemplary embodiment
of the invention, the at least one optional system is a
modular system, and the method further comprises the
step of coupling the modular system to an infrastructure
formed by the at least one required system of the mobile
platform.
[0017] According to another aspect of the invention, a
system for using an electronic device on a mobile plat-
form is provided, which comprises a protective housing
to encase the electronic device to enable the electronic
device to be used on the mobile platform without modi-
fication of the electronic device.
[0018] According to another exemplary embodiment
of the invention, the electronic device includes a display,
and the protective housing covers the display.
[0019] The system may further be adapted such that
the protective housing protects the electronic device from
at least one of temperature variations, pressure varia-
tions, operational loads and vibrations associated with
the operation of the mobile platform.
[0020] According to another exemplary embodiment
of the invention, the protective housing is adapted for
shielding the mobile platform from interference caused
by the operation of the electronic device.
[0021] According to another exemplary embodiment
of the invention, the electronic device is selected from
the group comprising a cellular phone, a tablet computing
device, a handheld digital assistant, a personal compu-
ter, a server and a data storage device.
[0022] According to another exemplary embodiment
of the invention, the mobile platform is an aircraft.
[0023] Another aspect of the invention pertains to an
aircraft which comprises a consumer electronic device
and a protective housing that cocoons the consumer
electronic device such that the consumer electronic de-
vice is operable on the aircraft without modifications to
the consumer electronic device.
[0024] According to another exemplary embodiment
of the invention, an aircraft is provided which comprises
the system which is described above and below.
[0025] According to another exemplary embodiment
of the invention, the electronic device includes a display,
and the protective housing covers the display.
[0026] According to another exemplary embodiment,
the protective housing is adapted for protecting the elec-
tronic device from at least one of temperature variations,
pressure variations, operational loads and vibrations as-
sociated with the operation of the aircraft.
[0027] According to another exemplary embodiment
of the invention, the protective housing is adapted for
shielding the aircraft from interference caused by the op-
eration of the electronic device.
[0028] According to another exemplary embodiment
of the invention, the electronic device is selected from
the group comprising a cellular phone, a tablet computing
device, a handheld digital assistant, a personal compu-

ter, a server and a data storage device.

DRAWINGS

[0029] The various embodiments will hereinafter be
described in conjunction with the following drawing fig-
ures, wherein like numerals denote like elements, and
wherein:

Fig. 1 is a schematic illustration of an exemplary
modular mobile platform according to the present
teachings; and

Fig. 2 is a schematic illustration of a protective hous-
ing for use with a commercial device according to
the present teachings.

DESCRIPTION OF VARIOUS ASPECTS

[0030] The following detailed description is merely ex-
emplary in nature and is not intended to limit the present
disclosure or the application and uses of the present dis-
closure. Furthermore, there is no intention to be bound
by any theory presented in the preceding background or
the following detailed description. It should be under-
stood that throughout the drawings, corresponding ref-
erence numerals indicate like or corresponding parts and
features. Although the following description is related
generally to a modular mobile platform that adapts to
commercial electronic devices, such as an aircraft, it will
be understood that the teachings associated with the mo-
bile platform as described and claimed herein can be
used in any appropriate mobile platform, such as in a
motor vehicle. Further, as used herein, the term module
refers to any hardware, software, firmware, electronic
control component, processing logic, and/or processor
device, individually or in any combination, including with-
out limitation: application specific integrated circuit
(ASIC), an electronic circuit, a processor (shared, dedi-
cated, or group) and memory that executes one or more
software or firmware programs, a combinational logic cir-
cuit, and/or other suitable components that provide the
described functionality. Therefore, it will be understood
that the following discussions are not intended to limit
the scope of the present teachings and claims herein.
[0031] With reference to Fig. 1, a mobile platform, such
as an aircraft 10, is shown. In this example, the mobile
platform comprises a commercial aircraft 10, however,
the mobile platform can comprise an airborne military
aircraft, unmanned air vehicle, rotorcraft, motor vehicle
or a marine vessel. The aircraft 10 includes one or more
required systems 12 for the avionic operation of the air-
craft 10. The aircraft 10 also includes various optional
systems 14, which are for consumer enjoyment on the
aircraft 10. The required systems 12 and one or more of
the optional systems 14 are in communication with a com-
munication system 16. The communication system 16 is
in communication with a ground based service system
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18 to transfer/receive data over a communications link
20. In one example, one or more of the various optional
systems 14 comprises a modular system 24, which is
couplable to a backbone, foundation or infrastructure
formed by the required systems 12 of the mobile platform
10.
[0032] In this regard, the required systems 12 comprise
those systems required by airworthiness regulations. For
example, the required systems 12 comprise systems re-
quired according to at least one of the Joint Aviation Re-
quirements (JAR), the Federal Aviation Requirements
(FAR), European Union Regulation on Air Operations
(EU-OPS), which are incorporated by reference herein,
and combinations thereof. Thus, the required systems
12 comprise the generally essential functions of an avi-
onics system. According to the present teachings, the
required systems 12 are formed to minimize complexity
and to minimize interfaces and dependencies. For ex-
ample, the required systems 12 include multi-functional
and multiple advanced technology attachments (multi-
ATA) network nodes, which are used to integrate various
ones of the required systems 12. For example, a control
system for the smoke detector is integrated with a control
system for the emergency lights. It should be noted that
various ones of the required systems 12 could be inte-
grated, and the example contained herein is merely ex-
emplary. The integration of various ones of the required
systems 12 may reduce the weight of the aircraft 10 by
reducing redundant components, which improves the fu-
el efficiency of the aircraft 10.
[0033] Generally, the required systems 12 form the
backbone for the aircraft 10, which may be certified ac-
cording to the various airworthiness standards. Once cer-
tified, this backbone  interfaces with or is couplable with
one or more systems of the optional systems 14. By cer-
tifying the backbone or required systems 12 of the aircraft
10 separately from the optional systems 14, the optional
systems 14 may be updated or upgraded without requir-
ing re-certification of the aircraft 10. This reduces the cost
and time associated with upgrading and updating the air-
craft 10 to meet current technical expectations for the
aircraft 10.
[0034] In addition, at least one of the required systems
12 may be implemented so as to be useable by commer-
cially available consumer electronic devices. For exam-
ple, a power supply system of the aircraft 10 is configured
to meet current commercial power requirements such
that a commercially available consumer electronic device
is pluggable directly into the power supply system of the
aircraft 10 without requiring an adaptor or modification
to the commercially available consumer electronic de-
vice. Thus, the present disclosure creates a paradigm
change, because in the past, the consumer electronic
device was modified to meet the severe and mostly
unique requirements for a particular mobile platform. In
this present disclosure, the aircraft 10 provides the elec-
trical power used worldwide for consumer electronic de-
vices, such as about 110 V/60 Hz with proper segregation

and protection to or for the basic aircraft power supply
network. This enables users of the aircraft 10 to use state
of the art consumer electronics devices, such as smart
phones, tablet computers, etc. without modification to the
consumer electronic devices.
[0035] In one example, the optional systems 14 include
systems that are not required or are not generally essen-
tial to the airworthiness of the aircraft 10. For example,
the optional systems 14 include, but are not limited to, at
least one of a connection flight information system, elec-
tronic flight book system, cabin surveillance system, cab-
in logbook system, cabin control system, crew commu-
nication system, cabin lighting system, cabin information
display system, ground to satellite mobile communication
system, pilot communication system, destination and
route information service system, catering system, dam-
age detection system, wireless internet system, in-flight
entertainment system, including in-flight internet access
system, in-flight shopping, in-flight gaming  and in-flight
video on demand service systems, an on board intranet
service system, etc. The optional systems 14 are imple-
mented on commercially available components, which
are coupled to the required systems 12. Generally, the
optional systems 14 are implemented using shared re-
sources, such as computers, data stores and communi-
cation devices, and are highly networked to enable later
modifications and/or new functionality without changing
the infrastructure formed by the required systems 12.
[0036] In one example, one of the optional systems 14
comprises a wireless network. The wireless network is
configured according to consumer standards, so that
commercially available consumer electronics, for exam-
ple, the IPAD, commercially available from Apple, Inc. of
Cupertino, California, may be used on the wireless net-
work without substantial modifications. Further, the wire-
less or wired network employs standard Internet proto-
cols. According to another of various examples, the on-
board intranet service system can be implemented in the
aircraft 10 using high bandwidth fiber optic cables. Addi-
tionally, one or more of the optional systems 14 are im-
plemented in a cloud computing environment.
[0037] In this regard, one or more of the various op-
tional systems 14 are modules, which are retained in the
cloud computing environment. One or more of these
modules are then downloaded to a desired aircraft 10 to
enable customization of the aircraft 10. The use of mod-
ules for the optional systems 14 allows the customization
of the aircraft 10 without structural modifications to the
required systems 12 after certification of the aircraft 10.
This enables an aircraft manufacturer to meet the up-
coming, very specific requirements of a wide variety of
customers. Presently, the customer has to specify their
required systems/features years prior delivery of the air-
craft with the risk that their selection may be obsolete
and/or their competitor has already a more advanced
service flying at delivery of his first aircraft. Furthermore,
these customers generally update and upgrade the air-
craft over its whole lifecycle with the same speed and
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similar cost, dramatically reduced to the present praxis
for smart phones or personal computers with new soft-
ware applications and hardware devices with latest fea-
tures. Even seasonal, route, or flight specific modifica-
tions are now feasible, because now these systems are
communicated  over the internet. This enables remote
real-time updates/uploads including bug fixes, data se-
curity updates, content and download of performance
and/or user/usage data for permanent system optimiza-
tion.
[0038] The communication system 16 comprises a
module that interfaces with the required systems 12, op-
tional systems 14 and the ground based service system
18. In one example, the communication system 16 pro-
vides an operation center module, a cabin operations
module and a portal module. Each of these modules of
the communication system 16 communicates with the
ground based service system 18 over the communication
link 20 by using satellite and terrestrial devices. The com-
munication link 20 is established between a suitable
transmitting/receiving device associated with the aircraft
10 and a suitable transmitting/receiving device associat-
ed with the ground based service system 18.
[0039] The ground based service system 18 comprises
one or more systems that support the aircraft 10 during
the operation of the aircraft 10. The ground based service
system 18 includes one or more systems that communi-
cate with the communication system 16 to enable the
proper operation of the required systems 12 and optional
systems 14. In addition, the ground based service system
18 includes one or more systems that monitor the health
of the aircraft 10. In this regard, one or more of the op-
tional systems 14 includes modules that monitor the us-
age and any technical issues associated with the optional
systems 14. This information is transmitted to the ground
based service system 18 in substantially real-time to en-
able monitoring, detection and correction of any technical
issues associated with the optional systems 14 in an ex-
pedient manner.
[0040] In another example, with reference to Fig. 2, a
commercial device 30 is employed on the mobile platform
10. The commercial device 30 comprises any suitable
consumer electronic device, such as a cellular phone,
tablet computing device, handheld digital assistant, per-
sonal computer, etc. It should be noted, however, that
although the commercial device 30 is described herein
as a personal electronic device, the commercial  device
30 could comprise suitable commercially available com-
puter hardware, such as servers, data storage devices,
etc.
[0041] In one example, the aircraft 10 is provided with
a power supply system and wireless or wired network
configuration that enables the commercial device 30 to
be employed on the aircraft 10 without requiring changes
to the commercial device 30. Therefore, the basic aircraft
10 provides built in protection/hardening to ensure non-
interference and/or non-penetration to its essential func-
tions by means of strict segregation, separation, interface

minimization, filtering, shielding, firewalls, digital authen-
tication, encryption etc. If this protection against a par-
ticular risk is not sufficient, the commercial device 30 may
need to be encased in a protective envelope or housing
32 to enable the operation of the commercial device 30
on the aircraft 10. For example, due to safety regulations,
the commercial device 30 may need the protective hous-
ing 32 to cover the display of the commercial device 30
in case the display breaks or for head strike protection.
As a further example, the commercial device 30 may re-
quire the use of the protective housing 32 to protect
against temperature variations encountered during the
flight of the aircraft 10, to provide fire resistance, and/or
to ensure that during any detachment of the commercial
device 30, the major parts of the commercial device 30
are contained. As a further example, the commercial de-
vice 30 may need the protective housing 32 to shield the
aircraft 10 from electromagnetic interference caused by
the commercial device 30. By cocooning the commercial
device 30 in the protective housing 32, the commercial
device 30 is useable in the aircraft 10 without modifica-
tions. This is desirable, as modifying the commercial de-
vice 30 to conform to the aircraft 10 in many instances
can void any manufacturer’s warranty associated with
the commercial device 30 and last not least to procure
these commercial devices 30 off the shelf.
[0042] In one example, the protective housing 32 is
composed of steel or aramids for fire resistance, alumi-
num or glass/carbon fiber for mechanical strength or syn-
thetic materials for drop resistance, waterproofness, anti-
scratch and resistance to breakage. In one example, the
structure of the protective housing 32 is a box, however,
the protective housing 32 may be a protective glove, such
as the type offered for smart phones as an  accessory.
Generally, the protective housing 32 is configured so as
to not modify the commercial device 30 itself, but rather,
to enable the commercial device 30 to be used off the
shelf on the aircraft 10.
[0043] The use of commercial devices 30, such as a
tablet computing device, provides real-time bidirectional
access to databases such as booking, passenger list with
preferences, catering, cargo, weather information as well
as any informational materials, such as manuals and
safety guides, which provide a daily interaction and learn-
ing experience for the users and the operators and serv-
ice providers of the aircraft 10. This daily learning expe-
rience will optimize the system and enables a higher us-
ability, availability and reliability, which provides a cost
savings as well a higher quality of service. In addition,
weight savings may also be realized.
[0044] Thus, the present disclosure provides an air-
craft 10 that is updated, upgraded and customized with-
out requiring modification or re-certification of the re-
quired systems 12 of the aircraft 10. The ability to update
and upgrade the optional systems 14 of the aircraft 10
without re-certification enables the aircraft 10 to keep up
with evolving technologies. In addition, the use of inte-
grated systems reduces the weight of the aircraft 10,
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thereby reducing operational costs associated with the
aircraft 10. Further, by providing the aircraft 10 with the
ability to interface with commercial devices 30, the com-
mercial devices 30 do not have to be modified to be used
on the aircraft 10, which maintains the manufacturer’s
warranty for the commercial devices 30.
[0045] While specific examples have been described
in the specification and illustrated in the drawings, it will
be understood by those of ordinary skill in the art that
various changes can be made and equivalents can be
substituted for elements thereof without departing from
the scope of the present teachings. Furthermore, the mix-
ing and matching of features, elements and/or functions
between various examples is expressly contemplated
herein so that one of ordinary skill in the art would ap-
preciate from the present teachings that features, ele-
ments and/or functions of one example can be incorpo-
rated into another example as appropriate, unless de-
scribed otherwise, above. Moreover, many  modifications
can be made to adapt a particular situation or material
to the present teachings without departing from the es-
sential scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended that the
present teachings not be limited to the particular exam-
ples illustrated by the drawings and described in the spec-
ification, but that the scope of the present teachings will
include any embodiments falling within the foregoing de-
scription.

Claims

1. A method of manufacturing a mobile platform com-
prising:

coupling at least one required system for oper-
ation of the mobile platform to the mobile plat-
form;
certifying the mobile platform according to pre-
defined standards; and
coupling at least one optional system to the mo-
bile platform without re-certifying the mobile
platform.

2. The method of Claim 1, wherein the at least one re-
quired system is a power supply system of the mobile
platform.

3. The method of one of the preceding claims, wherein
the optional system is a wireless network.

4. The method of one of the preceding claims, further
comprising:

transferring and receiving data between the at
least one optional system and the at least one
required system via a communications system.

5. The method of Claim 4, further comprising:

establishing a communications link with the
communications system between the mobile
platform and a ground based service system;
and
transferring and receiving data regarding the at
least one optional system and the at least one
required system over the communications link.

6. The method of the preceding claims, wherein the at
least one optional system is a modular system, and
the method further comprises:

coupling the modular system to an infrastructure
formed by the at least one required system of
the mobile platform.

7. A system for using an electronic device on a mobile
platform comprising:

a protective housing to encase the electronic de-
vice to enable the electronic device to be used
on the mobile platform without modification to
the electronic device.

8. The system of Claim 7, wherein the electronic device
includes a display, and the protective housing covers
the display.

9. The system of Claim 7 or 8, wherein the protective
housing protects the electronic device from at least
one of temperature variations, pressure variations,
operational loads and vibrations associated with the
operation of the mobile platform.

10. The system of one of claims 7 to 9, wherein the pro-
tective housing shields the mobile platform from in-
terference caused by the operation of the electronic
device.

11. The system of one of claims 7 to 10, wherein the
electronic device is selected from the group compris-
ing: a cellular phone, a tablet computing device, a
handheld digital assistant, a personal computer, a
server and a data storage device.

12. An aircraft comprising:

a consumer electronic device; and
a protective housing that cocoons the consumer
electronic device such that the consumer elec-
tronic device is operable on the aircraft without
modification to the consumer electronic device.

13. The aircraft of Claim 12, wherein the electronic de-
vice includes a display, and the protective housing
covers the display.

14. The aircraft of Claims 12 or 13, wherein the protective
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housing shields the aircraft from interference caused
by the operation of the electronic device.

15. The aircraft of one of Claims 12 to 14, wherein the
electronic device is selected from the group compris-
ing: a cellular phone, a tablet computing device, a
handheld digital assistant, a personal computer, a
server and a data storage device.
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