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(54) CELL CONCATENATION PROCESSING METHOD AND DEVICE

(57) The present invention provides a handling meth-
od and device for cell concatenation. The method in-
cludes: receiving a cell of a packet; before a concatena-
tion timeout period expires and before the number of re-
ceived cells of the packet reaches a concatenation
number, determining whether an end-of-packet cell of
the packet is received; and if the end-of-packet cell of

the packet is received, encapsulating the received cell
of the packet into a first PWE3 packet, and sending the
first PWE3 packet to an MPLS network. The present in-
vention relieves a limit of the concatenation number or
the concatenation timeout period in a cell concatenation
process of the packet, so as to reduce a delay and a jitter
of the packet caused by the cell concatenation.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE

[0001] This application claims priority to Chinese Pat-
ent Application No. 201210044035.6, filed with the Chi-
nese Patent Office on February 24, 2012 and entitled
"HANDLING METHOD AND DEVICE FOR CELL CON-
CATENATION", which is incorporated herein by refer-
ence in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] The present invention relates to communica-
tions technologies, and in particular, to a handling meth-
od and device for cell concatenation.

BACKGROUND

[0003] In an Asynchronous Transfer Mode (Asynchro-
nous Transfer Mode, ATM for short) network, an ATM
cell is transferred transparently by connecting conven-
tional ATM network resources using Pseudo-Wire Emu-
lation Edge to Edge (Pseudo-Wire Emulation Edge to
Edge, PWE3 for short), and then emulating a conven-
tional ATM service on a Multi-Protocol Label Switching
(Multi-Protocol Label Switching, MPLS for short) net-
work, so that an end user perceives no difference. How-
ever, if each cell is encapsulated into a PWE3 packet, a
problem of low bandwidth utilization rate for ATM is
caused.
[0004] In order to solve the above technical problem,
the prior art improves the bandwidth utilization rate for
ATM on an MPLS network by cell concatenation. Spe-
cifically, an input cell is queued, before a concatenation
timeout period expires, to make a PWE3 packet until the
concatenation timeout period expires or a predefined
concatenation number is reached, and then is sent to the
MPLS network.
[0005] However, when more cells are to be concate-
nated, because each cell to be concatenated must wait
until all cells to be concatenated are received, or until the
concatenation timeout period expires, the existing han-
dling method for cell concatenation may cause problems
of delay and jitter.

SUMMARY

[0006] The present invention provides a handling
method and device for cell concatenation to solve the
problems of additional delay and jitter caused by the han-
dling method for cell concatenation in the prior art.
[0007] In a first aspect, the present invention provides
a handling method for cell concatenation, including:

receiving a cell of a packet;
determining whether an end-of-packet cell of the
packet is received before a concatenation timeout

period expires and before the number of received
cells of the packet reaches a concatenation number;
if the end-of-packet cell of the packet is received,
encapsulating the received cell of the packet into a
first Pseudo Wire Edge-to-Edge PWE3 packet, and
sending the first PWE3 packet to a Multi-Protocol
Label Switching MPLS network.

[0008] In another aspect, the present invention pro-
vides a handling device for cell concatenation, including
a receiving module, a concatenation handling module,
an encapsulating module, and a sending module, where:

the receiving module is configured to receive a cell
of a packet;
before a concatenation timeout period expires and
before the number of received cells of the packet
reaches a concatenation number, the concatenation
handling module is configured to determine whether
an end-of-packet cell of the packet is received;
if the concatenation handling module determines
that the end-of-packet cell of the packet is received,
the encapsulating module is configured to encapsu-
late the received cell of the packet into a first Pseudo-
Wire Emulation Edge-to-Edge PWE3 packet; and
the sending module is configured to send the first
PWE3 packet to a Multi-Protocol Label Switching
MPLS network.

[0009] The benefit of the present invention lies in that
before a concatenation timeout period expires or before
the number of cells of a packet reaches a concatenation
number, if an end-of-packet cell of the packet is received,
the received cell of the packet is encapsulated into a first
PWE3 packet. This relieves a limit of the concatenation
number or the concatenation timeout period in a forward-
ing process for cell concatenation of the packet, so as to
reduce a delay and a jitter for the packet caused by cell
concatenation.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0010]

FIG. 1 is a flowchart of a handling method for cell
concatenation according to an embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a handling method for cell
concatenation according to another embodiment of
the present invention;
FIG. 3a is a flowchart of a handling method for cell
concatenation according to still another embodiment
of the present invention;
FIG. 3b is a flowchart of a handling method for cell
concatenation according to still another embodiment
of the present invention;
FIG. 4 is a schematic structural diagram of a handling
device for cell concatenation according to an em-

1 2 



EP 2 712 134 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

bodiment of the present invention; and
FIG. 5 is a schematic structural diagram of a handling
device for cell concatenation according to another
embodiment of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0011] FIG. 1 is a flowchart of a handling method for
cell concatenation according to an embodiment of the
present invention. As shown in FIG. 1, the method ac-
cording to this embodiment includes:

101. Receive a cell of a packet.
102. Determine whether an end-of-packet cell of the
packet is received before a concatenation timeout
period expires and before the number of received
cells of the packet reaches a concatenation number.
103. If the end-of-packet cell of the packet is re-
ceived, encapsulate the received cell of the packet
into a first PWE3 packet, and send the first PWE3
packet to an MPLS network.

[0012] In this embodiment, if the end-of-packet cell of
the packet is received before the concatenation timeout
period expires or before the number of cells of the packet
reaches the concatenation number, the received cell of
the packet is encapsulated into the first PWE3 packet.
This relieves a limit of the concatenation number or the
concatenation timeout period in a cell concatenation
process of the packet, so as to reduce a delay and a jitter
caused by the cell concatenation.
[0013] Alternatively, on the basis of the embodiment
illustrated in FIG. 1, FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a handling
method for cell concatenation according to another em-
bodiment of the present invention. As shown in FIG. 2,
after 101, the method may further include:

104. When the concatenation timeout period expires
or the number of received cells of the packet reaches
the concatenation number, encapsulate the received
cell of the packet into a second PWE3 packet, and
send the second PWE3 packet to the MPLS network.

[0014] Alternatively, on the basis of the embodiment
illustrated in FIG. 1 or FIG. 2, FIG. 3a is a flowchart of a
handling method for cell concatenation according to still
another embodiment of the present invention. As shown
in FIG. 3a, after 101, the method according to the em-
bodiment includes:

202. Determine a priority of the packet; and if the
priority of the packet satisfies a preset condition, per-
form 102.

[0015] Alternatively, the satisfying, by the priority of the
packet, the preset condition may indicate that: the packet
is a real-timeness sensitive packet, or the packet is a
packet on which no delay processing is performed.

[0016] For example, a User Datagram Protocol (User
Datagram Protocol, UDP for short) port carried in a head
cell of the packet may be based on to determine whether
the packet is a voice packet; if the packet is a voice pack-
et, the packet is real-timeness sensitive, and therefore
the priority of the packet satisfies the preset condition.
[0017] For another example, it may be determined
whether a cell loss priority (Cell Loss Priority, CLP for
short) value of a head cell of the packet is equal to a
preset CLP value (for example, the preset CLP value is
0); and if yes, it indicates that no delay processing is
performed on the packet before, and therefore the priority
of the packet satisfies the preset condition.
[0018] Alternatively, FIG. 3b is a flowchart of a handling
method for cell concatenation according to still another
embodiment of the present invention. As shown in FIG.
3b, if the priority of the packet does not satisfy the preset
condition, 104 is performed.
[0019] In this embodiment, concatenation is performed
differently on packets having different priorities respec-
tively, where a packet having a priority satisfying the pre-
set condition is relieved from the limit of the concatenation
number and the concatenation timeout period, which re-
duces a delay and a jitter caused by the cell concatena-
tion, and improves network transmission quality and net-
work bandwidth utilization.
[0020] FIG. 4 is a schematic structural diagram of a
handling device for cell concatenation according to an
embodiment of the present invention. As shown in FIG.
4, the handling device for cell concatenation according
to this embodiment includes a receiving module 11, a
concatenation handling module 12, an encapsulating
module 13, and a sending module 14, where:

the receiving module 11 is configured to receive a
cell of a packet;
before a concatenation timeout period expires and
before the number of received cells of the packet
reaches a concatenation number, the concatenation
handling module 12 is configured to determine
whether an end-of-packet cell of the packet is re-
ceived;
if the concatenation handling module 12 determines
that the end-of-packet cell of the packet is received,
the encapsulating module 13 is configured to encap-
sulate the received cell of the packet into a first PWE3
packet; and
the sending module 14 is configured to send the first
PWE3 packet to an MPLS network.

[0021] The handling device for cell concatenation ac-
cording to the embodiment may implement the technical
solution according to the method embodiment illustrated
in FIG. 1, where the implementation principle thereof is
similar and is not described repeatedly herein.
[0022] In this embodiment, if the end-of-packet cell is
received before the concatenation timeout period expires
and before the number of cells of the packet reaches the
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concatenation number, the received cell of the packet is
encapsulated into the first PWE3 packet. This relieves a
limit of the concatenation number or the concatenation
timeout period in a cell concatenation process of the
packet, so as to reduce a delay and a jitter caused by
the cell concatenation.
[0023] Further, in another embodiment of the present
invention, on the basis of the embodiment illustrated in
FIG. 4, when the concatenation timeout period expires
or the number of received cells of the packet reaches the
concatenation number, the encapsulating module 13 is
further configured to encapsulate the received cell of the
packet into a second PWE3 packet; and the sending
module 14 is further configured to send the second PWE3
packet to the MPLS network.
[0024] FIG. 5 is a schematic structural diagram of a
handling device for cell concatenation according to an-
other embodiment of the present invention. As shown in
FIG. 5, on the basis of the embodiment illustrated in FIG.
4, the device further includes a determining module 15,
configured to determine a priority of the packet. If the
determining module 15 determines that the priority of the
packet satisfies a preset condition, before the concate-
nation timeout period expires or before the number of
received cells of the packet reaches the concatenation
number, the concatenation handling module 12 is trig-
gered.
[0025] If the determining module 15 determines that
the priority of the packet does not satisfy the preset con-
dition, when the concatenation timeout period expires or
the number of received cells of the packet reaches the
concatenation number, the encapsulating module 13 is
triggered.
[0026] The device described in this embodiment of the
present invention may implement the method described
in the embodiment of the present invention, where the
implementation principle thereof is similar and is not de-
scribed repeatedly herein.
[0027] In this embodiment, when the end-of-packet cell
of the packet is received before the concatenation time-
out period expires and before the number of cells of the
packet reaches the concatenation number, each re-
ceived cell of the packet is encapsulated into the first
PWE3 packet, and then the first PWE3 packet is sent to
the MPLS network, so that the packet is relieved from
the limit of the concatenation number or the concatena-
tion timeout period in the forwarding process for the cell
concatenation of the packet, so as to reduce a delay and
a jitter for the packet caused by the cell concatenation.
[0028] A person of ordinary skill in the art may under-
stand that all or a part of the steps of the foregoing method
embodiments may be implemented by a program in-
structing relevant hardware. The foregoing program may
be stored in a computer readable storage medium. When
the program runs, the steps of the foregoing method em-
bodiments are performed. The foregoing storage medi-
ums include various mediums capable of storing program
code, such as an ROM, an RAM, a magnetic disk, or an

optical disc.
[0029] Finally, it should be noted that the foregoing em-
bodiments are merely intended for describing the tech-
nical solutions of the present invention other than limiting
the present invention. Although the present invention is
described in detail with reference to the foregoing em-
bodiments, a person of ordinary skill in the art should
understand that he may still make modifications to the
technical solutions described in the foregoing embodi-
ments, or make equivalent replacements to some or all
the technical features thereof, without departing from the
spirit and scope of the technical solutions of the embod-
iments of the present invention.

Claims

1. A handling method for cell concatenation, compris-
ing:

receiving a cell of a packet;
determining whether an end-of-packet cell of the
packet is received before a concatenation time-
out period expires and before the number of re-
ceived cells of the packet reaches a concatena-
tion number; and
if the end-of-packet cell of the packet is received,
encapsulating the received cell of the packet into
a first Pseudo Wire Edge-to-Edge PWE3 pack-
et, and sending the first PWE3 packet to a Multi-
Protocol Label Switching MPLS network.

2. The handling method for cell concatenation accord-
ing to claim 1, the method further comprising:

when the concatenation timeout period expires
or the number of received cells of the packet
reaches the concatenation number, encapsulat-
ing the received cell of the packet into a second
PWE3 packet, and sending the second PWE3
packet to the MPLS network.

3. The handling method for cell concatenation accord-
ing to claim 1 or 2, after the receiving the packet,
further comprising:

determining a priority of the packet; and
the determining whether the end-of-packet cell
is received before the concatenation timeout pe-
riod expires or before the number of received
cells of the packet reaches the concatenation
number, comprises:

if the priority of the packet satisfies a preset
condition, determining whether the end-of-
packet cell of the packet is received before
the concatenation timeout period expires or
before the number of received cells of the
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packet reaches the concatenation number.

4. The handling method for cell concatenation accord-
ing to claim 3, wherein the encapsulating, when the
concatenation timeout period expires or the number
of received cells of the packet reaches the concate-
nation number, the received cell of the packet into
the second PWE3 packet, and sending the second
PWE3 packet to the MPLS network comprises:

if the priority of the packet does not satisfy the
preset condition, when the concatenation time-
out period expires or the number of received
cells of the packet reaches the concatenation
number, encapsulating the received cell of the
packet into the second PWE3 packet, and send-
ing the second PWE3 packet to the MPLS net-
work.

5. The handling method for cell concatenation accord-
ing to claim 3, wherein the priority of the packet sat-
isfying the preset condition comprises that:

the packet is a real-timeness sensitive packet,
or the packet is a packet on which no delay
processing is performed.

6. A handling device for cell concatenation, comprising
a receiving module, a concatenation handling mod-
ule, an encapsulating module, and a sending mod-
ule, wherein:

the receiving module is configured to receive a
cell of a packet;
before a concatenation timeout period expires
and before the number of received cells of the
packet reaches a concatenation number, the
concatenation handling module is configured to
determine whether an end-of-packet cell of the
packet is received;
if the concatenation handling module deter-
mines that the end-of-packet cell of the packet
is received, the encapsulating module is config-
ured to encapsulate the received cell of the
packet into a first Pseudo-Wire Emulation Edge-
to-Edge PWE3 packet; and
the sending module is configured to send the
first PWE3 packet to a Multi-Protocol Label
Switching MPLS network.

7. The handling device for cell concatenation according
to claim 6, wherein when the concatenation timeout
period expires or the number of received cells of the
packet reaches the concatenation number, the en-
capsulating module is further configured to encap-
sulate the received cell of the packet into a second
PWE3 packet, and the sending module is further
configured to send the second PWE3 packet to the

MPLS network.

8. The handling device for cell concatenation according
to claim 6 or 7, further comprising:

a determining module, configured to determine
a priority of the packet; and
if the determining module determines that the
priority of the packet satisfies a preset condition,
before the concatenation timeout period expires
or before the number of received cells of the
packet reaches the concatenation number, the
concatenation handling module is triggered.

9. The handling device for cell concatenation according
to claim 8, wherein if the determining module deter-
mines that the priority of the packet does not satisfy
the preset condition, when the concatenation time-
out period expires or the number of received cells of
the packet reaches the concatenation number, the
encapsulating module is triggered.
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